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Takapuna, Milford, Castor Bay, Forrest Hill and Sunnynook

Best seat in the house... Mini Clements-Levi (Madame Thenardier) sits on Colby Wilson 
(Monsieur Thenardier) in Westlake schools’ Les Miserables. Story and more pictures, page 22.

Forrest Hill and North Shore 
football merger fails... p3

Westlake orchestra wins 
Australasian contest... p21                    
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Westlakes wig out in Les Miserables
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Takapuna Beach ‘one of city’s worst’
Takapuna Beach is one of the worst 

beaches in Auckland for faecal pollution, 
according to the council.

Estimates for the most recent summer 
show the beach was safe for swimming 

more often than the summer before, but only 
because there was low rainfall, Safeswim 
manager Nick Vigar told a community 
workshop. The beach behaves differently 
at the north and south ends, Vigar said. The 

north end was swimmable for about 83 per 
cent of last summer, while the south end 
was safe for 90 to 95 per cent of the time.

In the 2017/18 summer, the beach was 



The RangiToTo obseRveR  Page 2 August 16, 2019

Letters to the Editor  
Topics should be local.  

Noms-de-plume or submissions  
without a name will not be printed. Email to  
news@rangitoto-observer.co.nz or post to 

Rangitoto Observer, PO Box 32 275, Devonport. 

From page 1

  

 NEXT ISSUE:  Aug 30  
 ADVERTISING DEADLINE:  Aug   23

MANAGING EDITOR: Rob Drent
PUBLISHER:  Peter Wilson
EDITOR:  Jodi Yeats
ADVERTISING: Liz Cannon
REPORTER:              Emelia Lake

Devonport Publishing Ltd Level 1, 6-8 Milford Road
Telephone: 09 445 0060
Email:  sales@rangitoto-observer.co.nz 

news@rangitoto-observer.co.nz
Website: www.rangitoto-observer.co.nz

Delivered to 10,000 homes

from the Award-winning Team 
at the Devonport Flagstaff 

Information in the Rangitoto Observer is copyright and cannot be published 
or broadcast without the permission of Devonport Publishing Ltd.

Oarsome costumes make waves at Beach Series finale 

In the pink… Jason Herriman was among entrants who got into the spirit of a retro-themed final night 
of the Beach Series summer races at Takapuna Beach last Tuesday. More pictures p12-14 

Preserving coastal track no walk in the park

To page 3 

The future of a hugely popular coastal 
track between Takapuna and Milford is set to 
be secured as Auckland Council negotiates 
with a property owner over purchasing his 
historic bach.

People have been walking through Paul 
Firth’s garden since 2011, when a wooden 
bridge was washed away in a storm.

At that time, the council found it had never 
been an official bridge and rebuilding would 

require a coastal consent, which required ap-
proval from all affected landowners.

Firth, now 74, withheld his consent because 
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Fears locals short-changed   
by new town square... p7

New Takapuna-Milford paper 
hits the streets... p2

‘Sacred’ pohutukawa trees  
turn into a menace... p4

Hurstmere Rd $12 million upgrade gains consent
The long-awaited $12 million upgrade 

of Takapuna’s shopping strip, Hurstmere 
Rd, has passed a major milestone with the 
granting of resource consent.

The consent means the project can move 
ahead to the tender stage, then construction, 
North Shore councillor Richard Hills says.

“It’s going to make Hurstmere Rd much 
more people-friendly and replace the road, 

which is falling apart, and completely divert 
the stormwater and road run-off into rain 
gardens instead of to Takapuna Beach,” 
Hills says.

The council’s project team is updating 
tender documents to incorporate “small 
changes” resulting from the resource con-
sent decision. The team will continue to 
work with the Takapuna Beach Business 

Association, the local board and Auckland 
Transport to decide on the best time to begin 
construction, possibly avoiding the busy 
Christmas trading period, a council memo 
says. Construction management principles, 
drafted with input from the business associ-
ation, will be incorporated into the tender to 
ensure disruption is well managed and kept 
to a minimum.
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unsafe for swimming, due to faecal contam-
ination, for 30 per cent of the time.

“It is well down the bottom of the [league] 
table. It’s one of the worst in Auckland, 
which is why we have poured investment 
into it,” Vigar told the community workshop 
on water quality on 10 August.

Vigar shared the soon-to-be-released fig-
ures in response to a question from the floor.

Afterwards, he told the Observer, in an 
email, the data for all beaches across Auck-
land was being finalised before being shared 
via a media release. 

The most contaminated part of the beach 
is below the Strand, near the children’s play-
ground, Vigar told the meeting. 

Takapuna Beach has been a top priority for 

the SafeSwim programme, because it is one 
of the city’s most popular beaches.

Over the past 18 months, money has been 
poured into sampling to identify problematic 
stormwater outlets, followed by dye and 
smoke testing and the use of cameras to 
find out where sewage is leaking into the 
stormwater system, Vigar said.

Of around 40 issues identified, 30 were on 
private properties and three-quarters were 
now resolved, Vigar said. 

These were mainly cases of stormwater 
flooding wastewater pipes, but two were 
when wastewater was plumbed into the 
stormwater system, in one case a toilet. 
One of the biggest issues has been ageing 
sewers along Hurstmere Rd, which are 

being relined.
Any improvements to water quality will 

be picked up by regular testing by drone and 
fed into the modelling, based on five years 
of data, that produces SafeSwim’s online 
warnings. 

SafeSwim is largely funded through the 
targeted water rate. The team is prioritising 
North Shore beaches, because they are used 
by thousands of people over summer.

Investigations have started on Milford 
Beach and Castor Bay, and identified faecal 
contamination near the Milford marina, and 
issues with contamination at times on both 
beaches. The programme has begun looking 
at the stormwater network of pipes to find 
the causes.

Takapuna Beach ‘often unsafe’ due to contamination

Restoration of World War II barracks 
disguised as a state house at Castor 
Bay’s Kennedy Park has been 
confirmed.

Earlier this year, a report on the state 
of the historic building found it was 
earthquake-prone, borer-ridden and 
contained asbestos, raising doubts 
about its future.

Now the council has confirmed it 
will spend $1.1 million restoring the 
building, starting with concept plans, 
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board chair 
George Wood says.

WWII barracks  
to be restored

Korean Gardens 
get green light

A plan for Korean Gardens in Barrys Point 
Reserve has taken a big step forward, with 
the council granting a resource consent.

The plan was originally approved by the 
North Shore City Council a decade ago, after 
a Korean trust had spent 12 years finding the 
right location.

The garden will have a memorial for 
Korean and New Zealand war veterans, as 
well as traditional gardens, offering space 
for cultural activities.

The consent regarded low the risk of earth-
works disturbing a capped landfill to be low.
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Ph. 09 476 7464
admin@kitchenlink.co.nz            
www.kitchenlink.co.nz

Beauty and functionality  
– essential in your  
new kitchen.
From initial consultation  
to inspirational design,  
superior manufacture and  
quality installation, we offer  
you a committed and  
comprehensive service.

Clubs’ marriage abandoned at altar

Bereft... While members of Forrest Hill Milford United football club, led by commercial manager Andrew 
Diver (left) and chairman David Crombie, voted to merge with North Shore United, the Devonport club’s 
members shot down their hopes  

The proposed amalgamation of Forrest 
Hill Milford United and North Shore United 
football clubs has been rejected by North 
Shore members.

When votes on the proposal were held 
at meetings at the respective clubrooms on 
6 August, Forrest Hill Milford members 
voted 110-16 in favour, while North Shore 
members were 106-30 against. 

“It’s disappointing, but in a democratic 
process that’s how it has turned out,” Forrest 
Hill Milford commercial manager Andrew 
Diver says.

“Both boards believed strongly this was 
the best option to secure the future and  im-
prove what we offer to our members.”

Forrest Hill members have given the board 
a mandate to amalgamate with another club, 
so the board will now consider that, Diver 
says, adding there’s no particular club in 
mind at this point.

Forrest Hill Milford United was formed in 
1975, while North Shore dates back to 1887.

Diver believes the newer club has general-
ly younger members who are open to change, 
while the Devonport club may have older 
members with more entrenched views and 
a desire to protect the club’s historic legacy.

While Forrest Hill Milford is younger, a 
lot has changed since 1975 and members 

now are less able to help as volunteers and 
more willing to pay for professional man-
agement, Diver says.

The club sees potentially doubling in size 
as a way of providing a pathway for juniors 
to progress to the national league, as well as 
having more influence with funders.

Meanwhile, North Shore United’s chair-
man, Steve Browning, is disappointed by 
the result.

“I didn’t ever underestimate the history 

of North Shore United or the value senior 
members place on it. I am not surprised, just 
disappointed.”

The club is struggling financially and 
operationally, he says. “People say they will 
volunteer but the reality is different.”

  Under the merger, managers’ roles could 
have combined, with four coaches across the 
clubs, a high-perfromance area for children 
and a more robust girls’ section among other 
aspirations. 
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Contact Mark Spooner
Office: (09) 486 6099
Mobile:  (021) 221 2348
mark@insightaccounting.co.nz
www.insightaccounting.co.nz

   Let’s meet for a  
no-obligation chat  
about how we could  
help your business.

Celebrating Frank… Kevin Ireland (above) with a collection of 
Sargeson’s short stories. Ruth and Gordon Ell (below) were among 
those who took in the exhibition on opening night. 

Bustin’ out all over: Three faces of Frank Sargeson
Prominent literary figure Frank Sargeson has 

been dead for 37 years, but he can still draw  a 
crowd of close to 100.

Old friends, writers who became known as the 
“sons of Sargeson”, Sargeson Trust members and 
the general public all descended on Takapuna Li-
brary for the opening of the Three Faces of Frank 
exhibition.

From 1 August to 31 October, three busts of 
Sargeson – by Anthony Stones, Alison Duff and  
Terry Stringer (who attended the opening) – will 
be on display in the Angela Morton Room at the 
library. It is the first time all the busts have been 
exhibited together.

The size of the crowd exemplified the fondness 
with which Sargeson, who lived at 14 Esmonde 
Rd, 10 minutes from the library, is still regarded 
in Takapuna and the North Shore.

Writer Graeme Lay recalled as a young man 
sending a rejected manuscript to Sargeson for 
advice, and was surprised to get a letter back full of 
helpful comments and encouraging criticism. The 
two men became friends and Lay was a regular visi-
tor at Sargeson’s house for Friday night discussions.

Sargeson never drove a car and “Takapuna 
was his world”, with its Post Office (essential for 
receiving and sending letters, acceptance slips and 
rejected works), shops and Chinese restaurant of 
the day, said Lay, who later became of member of 
the Sargeson Trust, which continues to look after 
the Esmonde Rd house. 

Author Kevin Ireland said Sargeson’s house 
became something of a haven for writers. “In Taka-
puna, Frank created an oasis in a literary desert.” 

Wine often flowed, the “teapot was always on” 
and there was thinking and intellectual debate, 
Ireland said. 

Sargeson’s garden also had to be seen to be be-
lieved.  “On the quarter acre Frank ran a subsistence 
farm… feeding everyone with vegetables.” 

Sargeson Trust chair Elizabeth Aitken Rose 
thought Sargeson would have been proud that his 
legacy lived on. Grimshaw Sargeson fellow Chloe 
Honum read from her own poetry, and also a short 
story by Janet Frame, perhaps Sargeson’s most 
famous protégée.

Sculptor Terry Stringer told the Observer that 
although Sargeson was initially reluctant “a mu-
tual friend took me across (the harbour) to do the 
portrait”.
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Esmonde Rd revisited… Writer Graeme Lay (above) with the Alison Duff bust of his friend and mentor, 
Frank Sargeson 

Sharing memories... Sargeson Trust chair Elizabeth Aitken Rose (left), and (above right) Terry Stringer, 
Kevin Ireland and Janet Wilson with Stringer’s bust of Sargeson



The RangiToTo obseRveR  Page 6 August 16, 2019

SUPERB ADVERTISING EXPOSURE

COMMERCIAL
CHARACTER PREMISES

FOR LEASE

163 LAKE RD, BELMONT

120m² / 5 on-site car parks or 10 if stacked.

Zoned “Business Local Centre” allowing
a wide range of permitted activities 

021 926 946 $39,500p.a.
michael@gannaway.co.nz

Top of the lake... Contestants and prizewinners Kenny Liao,  
Ruiliang Nie, Lewis Carrigan, Joonwon (Peter) Hwang, Leon Bathurst 
(back row), and Lucas Bathurst and Coby Bathurst (front row)

To scale... Lucas (9) and Coby (6) Bathurst were among entrants in the Lake Pupuke Fishing Competition 
held on 4 August. Photos: Keeley Watson

Poor weather, including winds up to about 
35km/hr, took a toll on the turnout at the annual 
Lake Pupuke Fishing Competition on Sunday 
4 August.

Eleven fish were weighed in by six anglers, 
with the longest trout caught measuring 39cm. 
The winning angler was Joonwon Hwang. 

Prizes included a trout rod and reel, two 
spinning reels, a fishing vest, and gift vouchers 

from fishing stores.
The North Shore Flyfishers club has run 

the contest since 2007. Club secretary Dennis 
Smith says only one family braved the condi-
tions to troll from a boat this year, with all other 
contestants fishing from the shore.  

Sylvan Ave, the Pumphouse and the rowing 
club are favoured spots. Apart from trout, there 
are perch, tench, rudd, eels, goldfish and catfish 

in the lake. Fly, spin and bait fishing are all 
permitted in the lake. 

The Auckland/Waikato Fish & Game 
Council, part of Fish & Game New Zealand, 
stocks Lake Pupuke with trout every year so 
city dwellers can go fishing handy to where 
they live. The trout are raised at a hatchery in 
Rotorua and released into the lake at two years 
old and about 30cm long. 

Weather better for fish than anglers at Pupuke fishing contest
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kingscollege.school.nz

There are many reasons why 5 day boarding at King’s works for both students and 
their families’ busy lives. If you’d like to find out more about a King’s College all-round 

education in 2020, talk to us now.

King’s is opportunity

5 Day Boarding at King’s.
The best of both worlds.

Weekend
A time where the family is the focus.

Week
Designated study time to focus on learning.

Sea Cleaners youth ambassador John 
Commissaris says his time as a student at 
King’s College inspired him to pursue a 
career in the environmental sciences. 

Commissaris began volunteering for Sea 
Cleaners, a not-for-profit organisation that re-
moves rubbish from the sea,  while attending 
King’s on a sports scholarship. 

He recalls filling 20 bags with litter, col-
lected from among mangroves, the first time 
he went out with Sea Cleaners.

“The rubbish is in all these places you 
never see. No one can see it, but there’s a 
ridiculous amount of rubbish there,” he says. 

Sea Cleaners has removed over seven 
million litres of rubbish from the ocean since 
it formed in 2002. 

Commissaris recruited around 200 other 
Kings College students to volunteer for a 
day and they collected more than 300 bags 
of rubbish from a local estuary. 

“At school we had a house system,” he 
says. “It was an actual physical house where 
every student in that house came together 
each morning.

“Everyone was from different age groups 
and we ran lots of different competitions. 
That year I was really keen to win the com-
munity service cup.” 

And so he did. After high school, it was 
an easy choice for Commissaris to study 
environmental sciences and law at Otago 
University. 

“I’m absolutely thriving now,” he says. 
Commissaris grew up in Titirangi where 

he lived and breathed the outdoors, spending 
much of his life on the beach. He has surfed 
since a young age, and been a surf life-saver.

“I grew up around the ocean and beach-
es. I was always outside – we were never 
allowed to watch TV.” 

Rugby, another passion for Commissaris, 
won him his scholarship to King’s College. 

“It’s a damn good school,” he says. “Aside 
from the sports, the academic side was bril-
liant. It really set me up well for university.” 

He continues to work with Sea Cleaners 
as a youth ambassador.

“It’s something I want to continue being 
involved with. In terms of a career, I know 
that I am going to do something with the 
environment as it’s what I’m passionate 
about.” 

On a path.... John Commissaris says working with Sea Cleaners  
in clean-ups while at King’s College set him up for studying law  
and the environment

School experiences foster environmental career

Sponsored content
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Takapuna kids make a splash in mud run
The Stanley Bay Stampede mud run on  

4 August raised around $19,500 for Stanley 
Bay School, attracting entrants from around 
the North Shore. 

Good dirty fun...  
(clockwise from top left)  
Kyler Turner of Hauraki Primary 
takes a dive; a younger  
contestant gets a helping hand; 
one unidentifiable entrant goes 
head-first; Holly Hatcher of 
Takapuna Primary School keeps 
her shirt surprisingly clean;  
Oscar Lewis of Rosmini College 
doesn’t; and Hudson England-Hall 
of Kristin School generates  
some pace.
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To make a time to view 
please phone Janet or 
Mark on 445 0909 
7 Ngataringa Rd, Devonport

Stanley Bay Stampede
P R O U D LY  S P O N S O R E D  B Y

William Sanders 
Retirement Village

Our brand new two-bedroom show apartment is open now.
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I wish to clarify a couple of points 
made in your 2 August edition. 

Firstly, I don’t recall ever being a 
Facebook friend of Richard Hills, and 
deny being abusive. I don’t condone 
abuse,  but  wi l l  a lways correct 
misinformation on my pages, which are 
very successful. 

Secondly, despite the comment made 
by Mr Darby that board members have 
not contacted him on the [40 Anzac 
St public space] subject for years, the 
chair and I met regularly with the two 
councillors and Panuku over 40 Anzac 
St. The Working Group met every month, 
and it became apparent the Working 
Group had been established with the 
aim of keeping the Devonport-Takapuna 
Local Board ‘tidy’ while Panuku made 
irreversible decisions. 

We were promised public consultation 
after the design had gone to the board in 
July and we asked for a month’s grace 
for this to happen. The delay was denied. 

We were also promised that Panuku 
would work closely with the board “on 
the outcomes and objectives” of the 
brief, prior to any development material 
being produced. Again, this never 
happened. We were given the brief on 
the Friday night before it appeared in 
Saturday’s paper. So, unfortunately, we 
lost trust in Panuku and the planning 
committee’s processes.
Grant Gillon
Devonport-Takapuna  
Local Board deputy chair  
– writing on his own behalf

Why we lost trust  
in Panuku over 

the town square
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Milford / Takapuna Tides
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 As a resident of the Devonport-Takapuna 
Local Board area I completely disagree with 
the motion of no confidence supported by 
board members Jan O’Connor, Mike Cohen 
and Grant Gillon at the board’s July meeting 
(Rangitoto Observer, 2 August). 

Putting aside the intent of motion, which 
I believe to be entirely motivated by the 
type of political game-playing that has been 
evident with the board to the detriment of 
progress in the area, my real disappointment 
is that the movers chose to suggest that the 
community as a whole supports their pa-
rochial views. I strongly object to this and 
believe they have no or little basis to do so. 

The two councillors in whom they have 
no confidence have in my experience been 
exemplary in their approach to local and 
regional issues in the governing body and 
various council committees and have a far 
more holistic understanding of the commu-
nity as a whole than I have witnessed from 
some on the local board.

From my perspective they are committing 

an error in thinking that the community is 
entirely motivated by negativism and pre-
serving the status quo rather than grasping 
the opportunity for quality transformation 
that will benefit residents, future residents 
and the region as a whole. 

It is unfortunate that the views which they 
are endlessly promoting have the impact of 
discouraging rather than encouraging resi-
dents to participate in the election process. 

Suffice to say that I will be seeking to 
vote for candidates who have a positive 
vision for the area and are willing to work 
constructively to achieve this. Candidates 
who have similar values to those in whom 
they have no confidence.
John Smith 
Castor Bay

Letters

Councillors have  
holistic understanding

Consternation 
over lakeside path

Letters to the Editor 
Letters are welcome.  They should be 

on topics relating to Milford, Takapuna 
and nearby suburbs. Noms-de-plume 
or submissions without a name will not 
be printed. Length should be under 
500 words. Letters may be edited or 
abridged at the editor’s discretion. 
Email news@rangitoto-observer.co.nz 
or post to Rangitoto Observer, PO Box, 
32 275, Devonport. 

A concrete path being installed on a 
causeway at the edge of Lake Pupuke 
is raising concerns. The path runs from 
the North Shore Hospital lake-edge 
park to the North Shore Rowing Club, 
along a thin stretch of land. Feedback 
from residents is they are worried 
about the possibility of more concrete 
paths around the lake, in terms of the 
environment and care for the volcanic 
cone, wild fowl and their privacy, 
Devonport-Takapuna local Board’s Jan 
O’Connor says. 
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Do you know someone who spent thousands on hearing aids but doesn’t wear 
them? What a huge waste of money and opportunity. Hearing aids are like little 
computers with amazing levels of technology and options. But they certainly 
won’t help if they aren’t in your ears!

Hearing aids should be comfortable and easy to use – but they do take some 
getting used to. It can often take a few weeks for your brain to acclimatize to 
hearing the wide world of sound again, and wearers also need to learn how 
to put them in properly, clean and manage them. This is why hearing aids are 
often bundled with follow up appointments and after-care services so fit and 
management can be checked and settings adjusted as needed.

Even after a few years hearing aids can easily be re-programmed if they are 
too loud or if hearing levels have changed. Most hearing aids carry previous 
hearing test information in their settings so all it takes is a booking to upload this 
info and adjust as needed. A hearing check and a quick clean and adjustment 
can make a huge difference. There is no problem transferring ACC, Veterans 
or other funding to a new provider – previous records and funding info are 
available if needed. 

If you know someone who has hearing aids but doesn’t wear them, or if you 
are looking to upgrade your hearing aids – book in with Teresa Burns Hearing. 
Love your hearing!

love your hearing

Your local  
hearing expert  

– she’ll listen to  
your hearing story  
and will see you at  
your appointment  

– every time.

Hear every time.
North Shore.
Teresa Burns AuD, MNZAS

t: 09 475 9849
Location: Inside the Health - I Care Centre
215 Wairau Road, Glenfield, North Shore

www.teresaburnshearing.co.nz

Hearing Aids  
in the Drawer?

Four new pedestrian crossings are planned 
in Sunnynook to improve child safety, in 
response to community lobbying.

Auckland Transport (AT) plans to install 
new crossings near Wairau Intermediate, 
Sunnynook Primary and Sunnynook Kin-
dergarten, and a signalised crossing near 
Sunnynook Bus Station.

The proposal will soon be put out to the 
community for consultation.

Between 700 and 1000 vehicles travel 
along Sunnynook Rd every day, of which 15 
per cent are driving over 50 km/h, AT told 
the Devonport-Takapuna Local Board at a 6 
August workshop.

The proposal includes a raised zebra 
crossing near Sunnynook Primary School’s 
rear gate on Tobago Place.

An existing crossing would be moved a 
short distance to outside the kindergarten and 
raised, with the aim of improving drivers’ 
sight lines to the crossing, moving it away 
from a driveway and slowing vehicles down.

A refuge near Wairau Intermediate would 
be upgraded to a raised zebra crossing, in 
light of a plan to install a school rear gate. 
It would also provide a safe crossing to 
Sunnynook Park.

Local board members were keen to also 
see a signalised crossing near Sunnynook 
community centre and shopping centre,  an 
idea currently under investigation.

Jan O’Connor was adamant it was a prob-
lem area needing a signalised intersection.

“Does someone have to be killed to get 
lights?” O’Connor asked.

AT’s representatives, led by relationship 
manager Marilyn Nicholls, said certain 
criteria had to be met before lights could be 
installed, including traffic volume.

A signalised crossing is planned on Sun-
nynook Rd, near the bus station and two 
bus stops, as well as businesses on Link Rd.

Originally, the crossing involved the 
removal of three ‘kiss-and-ride’ car parks, 
where people can be dropped off near the 
station. However, AT staff now believe these 
can be retained.

The consultation on the four crossings is 
expected to take place from September, and 
work is expected to start this financial year, 
which runs to 1 July 2020.

Safety lobbying prompts new Sunnynook crossings

Letters

Safer Sunnynook Rd proposed... 
1. Raised zebra crossing.  
2. Relocated and raised crossing. 
3. Refuge replaced with raised 
zebra crossing. 4. Sycamore Dr/
Sunnynook Rd intersection 
improvement being investigated. 
5. Signalised crossing near bus 
station.

A beach festival set to attract 1000 
competitors and 10,000 spectators over 
three days at has been confirmed for 
Takapuna Beach.

A l ready popular  in  Wel l ington, 
Waterbourne focuses on wind-surfing, 
stand-up paddleboarding and kite 
surfing, with entertainment from local and 
international bands.

The three-day event will take place 
from Friday, 8 November to Sunday, 10 
November on Gould Reserve, and will 
include a fundraising fun run for Movember 
and men’s health, as well as a beach 
clean-up. 

Measures will be in place to control 
noise, including a barrier behind the stage.

In addition, the predominant wind 

in November is a westerly, which will 
help direct noise away from the centre, 
council event facilitator Saskia Coley 
told a Devonport-Takapuna Local Board 
workshop last week.

The council has been working with 
Waterbourne to develop its liquor licence 
application, which was about to be lodged. 
Rules around the alcohol licence will 
include no glass on the beach and a half-
hour ‘drink-up period’ from 9.30pm, where 
no more alcohol is served before the bar 
area is cleared at 10pm, Coley said. 

The festival s described on Waterbourne’s 
website as “family-friendly” and will 
include free paddle-boarding lessons and 
a Ninja paddle-boarding competition, 
involving an inflatable obstacle course.

Waterbourne confirmed as provider 
for Takapuna Beach festival 
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So far this year, 66 patients have picked 
up a super bug associated with urinary tract 
infections after admission to North Shore 
Hospital, which staff admit leaves room for 
improvement.

That compares with 16 Waitakere Hos-
pital patients who have been infected with 
the antibiotic-resistant bacteria, called ex-
tended-spectrum Beta lactamase-producing 
bacteria (ESBL).

The number has dropped in the light of 
a DHB-wide prevention strategy, a moni-
toring report says.

The total of 82 infections in the two 
hospitals, compares with 157 for the same 
period last year.

“While some aspects of the ‘Take charge 
ESBL bundle’, like hand hygiene (monthly) 

and contact precautions (periodically) are 
audited and successful, consistent and sus-
tained implementation of a DHB-wide pre-
vention strategy can be further improved,” 
the report authors say.

These relatively common super bugs can 
be treated with a class of antibiotic called 
carbapenems. 

However, bacteria resistant to carbapen-
ems are on the rise nationally.

These new super bugs, carbapenem-re-
sistant ‘Enterobacterales’ and Pseu-
domonas, are resistant to virtually all 
antibiotics. 

The bacteria have been identified in 
seven patients in the Waitemata DHB area, 
of whom five were deemed high risk. They 
were either hospitalised or left the country.

Since an outbreak of vancomycin-resist-
ant Enterococci in North Shore Hospital, in 
2014, there has been a reduction in cases of 
the super bug, with two hospital-acquired 
infections so far this year and another ac-
quired in the community.

Lab data show relatively low levels of 
a common super bug, methicillin-resistant 
Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA), in the 
DHB area.

Of 192 patients positively tested for 
MRSA in North Shore Hospital this year, 
99 per cent were infected before entering 
the hospital, while still in the community.

Only three patients picked up the MRSA 
bacteria after admission to North Shore 
Hospital, compared with 24 for the whole 
of 2018.

Hospital patients at risk of infection with super bugs

Businesses help give Milford a spruce-up

All hands on deck... Milford Rotary members get their hands dirty, painting benches around Milford 
shopping centre as part of a $6600 spruce-up funded by the Milford Business Association. Above left, 
Rotary’s Bruce Rasmussen (back) and Chris Gregory (front); above right, Caroline Imrie from World 
Travellers waters one of the 26 new planters

Painting the town red... Rotary’s Weston Kerr (left), Alison Waugh, Clive Menkin and Raewyn Jesson; 
above right, Alison Waugh and business association chairman Tony Sands
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Milford 09 489 5049
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ELECTRICAL INSPECTION SPECIALISTS

DEVONPORT ELECTRICAL

Your Local Electricians

021 670 103  or  445 3447

Paul Sievers - Toby Ballard
www.devonportelectrical.co.nz

Professional Quality Service 
•  Gasfitting •  Certifying/Licensed
•  Digger Hire •  Plumber/Drainlayer 
•  All Aspects of Plumbing & Drainage

Contact Dan
info@obornplumbing.co.nz
www.obornplumbing.co.nz

0800-143-051 or mob 021 119 3227

ObOrn 
PlumbinG 

AnD DrAinAGE lTD

DESIGN AND BUILD NZ
Devonport builders since 1990

Residential Building
Architectural Draughting

Scott Peters
021 606 737

www.designandbuildnz.co.nz

Plumbing, Gasfitting, 
Drainage, Roof Leaks

MAINTENANCE SPECIALISTS
Prompt courteous service

Fully insured for your peace of mind

Certifying Plumber, Gasfitter and Drainlayer

Call Mat 
0800 277 566

We guarantee 
our Workmanship

Backed by over 35 years’ experience 
of quality preparation and painting

ph ross kingdom 
021 723 413

registered 
professional painters

Phone COLIN on 480 5864

RECOVER YOUR
LOUNGE SUITE

Call us for a free quotation and put the life
back into that favourite chair or lounge suite

AWARD FURNITURE

Phone Ron van Geuns - Mob: 021 022 36825 or Hm: 410 1321

The Bays Painter Decorator

Quality House Painting
30+ Years Experience
Free No Obligation Quotes

Reliable and Affordable
Owner-Operated Business
No Job Too Small!

Bays Painter A5 Flyer.indd   1 20/05/11   11:43 AM

Phone Ron van Geuns - Mob: 021 022 36825 or Hm: 410 1321
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The Bays Painter Decorator

Quality House Painting
30+ Years Experience
Free No Obligation Quotes

Reliable and Affordable
Owner-Operated Business
No Job Too Small!

Bays Painter A5 Flyer.indd   1 20/05/11   11:43 AM

Phone Ron van Geuns
Mob: 021 022 36825 or Hm: 410 1321

Quality House Painting
30+ Years Experience
Free No Obligation Quotes
Reliable and Affordable
Owner-Operated Business
No Job Too Small!

RENE GARDENING

SMALL & MEDIUM TREES 
HEDGES  

& SHRUBS 
GARDEN TIDY UPS

PRUNING –TRIMMING
WEEDING – MUCH MORE

Too tired to tidy up your garden?
Call today and get your tidy garden back!

facebook.com/ReneGardening

rene.keishi@gmail.com
Kei: 021 134 5604

Blocked Drains 
Sewer and Stormwater, 

Tree root removal 
unblock Toilets,  

Basins, Showers etc 
CCTV camera if required 

Ph 021 841 745
Same Day SerViCe

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM:  
96 Hillside Rd, Glenfield, Auckland   
Hours: 8 - 5 weekdays

Call our designers to bring your 
ideas to life. Free consultation. 
10 year workmanship guarantee.

Phone 09 443 4461

www.neodesign.co.nz

kitchens
DESIGN   MANUFACTURE   INSTALL

Professional Quality Service
Craftsman Plumber and Gasfitter

New installations
Repairs and Maintenance
Precision Plumbing 2010 Ltd

david@precisionplumbing.co.nz
www.precisionplumbing.co.nz

Ph 021 841 745
David Mortimore 

Call us for all your  
Electrical & Data  

requirements
No job too big or too small
No travel charge 
Shore-wide!

Carl Ogden – 444 5782
carlo@searchfield.co.nz
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• Re Roofing
• New Roofing
• Villa & Bungalow Specialists

www.metalroofingservices.co.nz

North Shore based renovations, 
new builds, design & project  

management since 1985.

Trustworthy licensed builders specialising  
in residential alterations/extensions, 

kitchens, bathrooms, tiling, re-cladding.

Contact Alex Carey on  
0274 660 666, or visit our website 

www.efd.kiwi

NatioNal 
ProPerty 
ServiceS 

• interior exterior painting
• plaster house repaints
• concrete swimming pool paints
•  water blasting and  

house soft washing
• deck building and restoration

www.nps.nz
ph 09 476 2107 
or 020 476 2107 

Find us at
shorejobs.co.nz

Shore Jobs is the new site for all your job needs on the North Shore. 
We might be new, but all the jobs that are currently available are here.  

We have employers from North Head to North Albany and everywhere in between!  
Looking for a new opportunity? Need to advertise a position?  

Look no further – ShoreJobs for all your job needs.

The sure choice for all Shore jobs!
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Experienced  
reporter needed

Mid-grade reporter required for two 
weekly community newspapers av-
idly read by locals. You need to be 
a hard-working and motivated jour-
nalist, with a keen nose for a news 
story, the ability to turn around clean 
copy quickly and take well-com-
posed, quality photos every time. 
In return, you will work for multi-
award-winning newspaper the 
Devonport Flagstaff and the newly 
launched Rangitoto Observer. You 
will be working for a small, fun and 
dedicated publishing company, with 
high standards for independent 
community journalism. The role 
encompasses covering everything 
from the likes of club sports, 
controversial council projects, quirky 
hobbies and festivals to crime.
 Writing for a community newspaper 
involves evening and weekend 
work, with actual days worked 
to be discussed in the interview 
process. Apply now, by sending 
a CV and cover ing let ter to 
managing editor Rob Drent at  
news@devonportflagstaff.co.nz. 

Devonport resident Paul Cornish 
has announced his candidacy for the 
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board, 
saying community life has been the 
cornerstone of his 25 years on the 
Shore. His tilt at local politics follows 
a career in finance managment and 
involvement in community groups 
including The Victoria Theatre Trust, and 
serving as president and manager of the 
Shepherds Park Squash Club. 

Nominations for the local body 
elections close today. 

Voting runs from 20 September until 
midday on 12 October.

New local board 
candidate
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Five patients have died of hospital-ac-
quired influenza in Waitemata DHB so far 
this year, in what staff describe as a bad flu 
season.

Hospital-acquired influenza is diagnosed 
where the patient shows symptoms more 
than three days after admission. A moni-

toring report says the five deaths – two of 
them at North Shore Hospital – illustrate the 
impact of the disease on the elderly.

“While influenza may not be the only 
contributor to their demise, it likely con-
tributed in a significant manner towards the 
deterioration of their health,” the report says.

Of 959 patients who have been diagnosed 
with the flu while in Waitakere and North 
Shore hospitals this year, 80 caught the virus 
while in hospital, including 46 North Shore 
Hospital patients.

Last month, there were outbreaks in elder 
care wards in both hospitals.

The most common strains diagnosed in 
the two hospitals were H3N2 followed by 
influenza B, both of which are contained in 
this year’s flu vaccine.

Flu vaccine uptake by hospital staff has 
climbed from 59 per cent in 2018 to 65.5 per 
cent so far this year, with staff still getting 
vaccinated.

The report was presented to the hospi-
tal advisory committee, where members 
commented on the success of the DHB’s 
hand-washing programme, aimed at reduc-
ing spread of communicable infections.

Waitemata DHB conducts the most 
hand-washing audits of any DHB in the 
country and consistently has a compliance 
rate of 87 per cent or higher.

18 Barrys Point Road, Takapuna  

0800 468 836 
www.nakedflame.nz

All our fires use clean-burning bioethanol, a 100% heat efficient fuel that  
produces no smoke, so you don’t need a chimney or consent. We have 
indoor fires, outdoor fires, built in, wall mounted and free standing options, 
all the big brands, all backed up with expert advice. And we could even 
help you have a fire going at your place tonight. See the range online or 
call in to our showroom today.

No chimney. No consent. No worries.

Get your old broken fireplace working 
tonight with an Ecosmart VB2.

PH: 489 8360
PUMPHOUSE.cO.nz

W
ha

t’s
 O

n creative Talk:  
Gary Henderson
23 August 
Renowned Playwright  
Gary Henderson talks about  
his writing process. Free Entry.

Movie night: Ophelia
25 August
A fundraising screening  
of the new Shakespeare  
inspired film. Tickets $12.

Umbra: Veil of the Moon
5 September 
Ritual. Aerial. Burlesque. 
Dance. Come on a journey 
into the Umbra.

Five patients die of flu caught  
in a Waitemata DHB hospital

Students treat  
high-risk foot wounds 
to avert amputations

Podiatry students are getting 
involved in treating people with foot-
related complications from diabetes 
in order to prevent the devastating 
consequences of complications, 
including amputations.

Waitemata DHB podiatry staff 
are providing clinical oversight of 
around 500 patients with high-risk 
foot wounds and infections who are 
being cared for by AUT students at an 
integrated health centre on the AUT 
Northcote campus.

“Our  pod ia t r i s ts  [s tudents ] 
aggressively treat active foot wounds 
or infections and work closely with 
patients and wha-nau to educate them 
about early warning signs and how to 
protect their feet from deterioration,” 
director of allied health, scientific and 
technical professions Tamzin Brott 
says. 

The trainee podiatrists will reduce 
the risk of worsening wounds and 
damage to patients, by identifying 
nerve damage and structural changes 
to a patient’s feet.

Diabetes affects six per cent of the 
population and is the leading cause 
of lower limb amputation due to 
complications from nerve and blood 
vessel damage.
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Craig and Paula Satterthwaite say that 
since owning Kitchen Link they have loved 
working closely with their customers to 
ensure the perfect end result. 

They purchased Kitchen Link in 2015 
and immediately knew it was the perfect fit.

Craig had been running his own building 
business on and off for a number of years 
while competing in several international 
regattas as a professional sailor.  Paula 
worked as a general manager in the marine 
industry prior to taking time out to have 
children and support Craig’s sailing career.

“Kitchen Link was the right fit for 
my background as a builder. Top quality 
brands, no cheap and nasty products and a 
huge bonus that it was North Shore based,” 
says Craig. 

“We only stock quality products,” 
says Craig. “We’re not a big firm, so our 
customers aren’t just a number to us. We 

give a personal service.” Paula says “It’s 
so nice to have customers come back with 
smiles on their faces and wanting to write 
references for us. They love their kitchen 
and they love the process.” The vast 
majority of Kitchen Link’s customers come 
to them via referrals – a testament to their 
great service.

“We are there with the customer 
throughout the whole project from start to 
finish. It allows us to have quality control 
and makes the process quick and efficient. 
We work hard to ensure that the disruption 
to people’s lives is kept to a minimum,” 
says Craig.  

Kitchen Link are known for 
manufacturing award winning designs, 
using top quality products and in-house 
installation. They will design, build and 
install in any room of the home including 
bathrooms, laundries and wardrobes. 

You will find their kitchens in several 
homes throughout the Devonport, 
Takapuna and Milford and East Coast Bays 
area ranging in style from contemporary 
to period. Although North Shore based, 
Kitchen Link can also work outside of 
Auckland having installed kitchens as far 
afield as Whangarei and Coromandel.

Most of their small team of ‘amazing” 
employees have been with Craig and Paula 
since day one and are all passionate about 
taking ownership of their work.  “They are 
responsible for their own quality control” 
says Craig.

Craig and Paula live in Castor Bay with 
their two daughters and enjoy being part of 
a tight knit community.  

Pop in and see Craig and Paula at the 
Kitchen Link showroom, they’d love to see 
you! Located at 11 Volkner Place, Rosedale. 
Albany.

Ph. 09 476 7464
admin@kitchenlink.co.nz            
www.kitchenlink.co.nz

Beauty and functionality.  
They’re essential. Not optional.
From initial consultation to inspirational design, 
superior manufacture and quality installation, we 
offer you a committed and comprehensive service.

Getting the perfect end result
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Comeback kid... Connor Ashdown fought back from stress fractures to 
win national and Australasian karate titles, along with selection to the 
world championships in October

Pain and sweat pay off for Rosmini karate ace 

We’ll be there when you need us.

The care you deserve,  
at a price you can afford
We offer:
•  A New Zealand-owned company  

focused on caring for our community
•  Cremations from $2,100 and very competitively priced funerals
•  Eco-friendly options
•  Discounted funeral costs when you meet with us  

in advance to record your wishes
• Zero-fees pre-payment plan for added peace of mind

We’re available any time of the day or night,  
so simply call us on (09) 477-2433.

Hazel James 
Manager/Funeral Director

Ryan Berry 
Funeral Director

office@windsorfunerals.co.nz        windsorfunerals.co.nz

National karate champion Connor 
Ashdown (17) says that he was once 
overweight, uncoordinated and the worst 
student his sensei had. 

The Year 12 Rosmini student is now 
preparing for the World Karate Federation 
Junior World Karate Championships which 
will be held in Santiago, Chile, in October. 

“I started karate when I was five years old. 
I had been diagnosed with developmental 
dyspraxia, and mum told me it would be 
beneficial for me because of how my motor 
skills would be affected,” he says.

“I thought karate was going to be so 
awesome and that I would be a ninja within 
three lessons. After about two weeks I started 
hating it because it was so difficult.” 

Connor says that his sensei put a lot of 
work into him, through a lot of crying, pain 
and sweat. 

He describes himself as “a bit fat and 
unfit”, weighing 120kg at 11 years old. 

“Around 10 or 11 I really started to pick 
up on training, but I was a complete gumby 
because of my dyspraxia,” says Connor. 

“I was the worst student my sensei had.” 
By 14 Connor says that his training had 

really picked up and he was really starting 
to get in shape. 

He was training over 20 hours a week. 
“It transformed me and made me much 

happier. In that year (2016) I finally took 
out the New Zealand open [championship] 
and that was what really put me on the map,” 
says Connor. 

“I remember how surprised I was when I 
could even see my abs. I had a figure I could 
be proud of instead of being embarrassed 
when people looked at me.” 

However, the vigorous training began to 
take a toll on Connor’s body. He suffered 
three stress fractures in his back after he did 
a 12-hour training session. 

The doctor advised that he stop all 
physical exercise for a year and a half. 

“That was the darkest period of my life. I 
had built myself up from nothing and now I 
was back to nothing,” says Connor. 

“I weighed 112kg and I would look in 
the mirror and be disgusted by what I saw.”

In 2018 he was able to get back to 
training and competed in the Oceania 
Championships, but was out by the first 
round. 

“This year I really turned myself around,” 
he says. 

“I lost over 30kgs, and now weigh 80kgs. I 
got third in the Australian Open and won the 
Australasian Schools, making me the current 
junior heavyweight champion.” 

In July, Connor won the New Zealand  
title and found he had made the team for the 
world championships.  

“When I heard the bloody announcement 
I nearly fell over,” he says.
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VISIT OUR SHOWROOM:  
96 Hillside Rd, Glenfield, Auckland   
Hours: 8 - 5 weekdays

Phone 09 443 4461
www.neodesign.co.nz
info@neodesign.co.nz

This kitchen 
is beautiful on 
the inside too

KITCHENS CABINETRY JOINERY

If you’re planning a new kitchen, 
make sure the beauty is more than 
just skin deep. With over 27 years 
in custom joinery, and our 10 year 
guarantee, you can be sure we use 
only the most robust and reliable 
materials and hardware, to ensure 
your new kitchen will last a very long 
time. Call our designer for a free 
consultation to discuss your next 
beautiful kitchen project.

Milford and Castor Bay residents have 
called for Auckland Council to give a Wairau 
Creek clean-up priority over projects such as 
a boardwalk in the Wairau estuary.

About 60 residents attended a workshop 
run by the council’s healthy waters team on 
10 August to get feedback on its plans for 
restoring the estuary, in tandem with a com-
munity-driven project to build a walkway 
through the area.

Some residents questioned spending 
on the boardwalk when the Wairau Creek 
needed cleaning up. 

Milford Business Association manager 
Murray Hill said the boardwalk project was 
attracting council investment into cleaning 
up the Wairau outlet. For example, there were 
six stormwater outlets on Shakespeare and 
Kitchener roads being fitted with pollution 
filters.

The boardwalk project is being funded by 
community businesses, donations and the 
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board.

Despite all the pollutants, the Wairau es-
tuary is a habitat for hundreds of native fish, 
including bullies and inanga, 900 shortfin 
eels, longfin eels, and freshwater crayfish. 
and eels, as well as some relatively rare 
native plants, Anna Wilmore of consultancy 
Pattle Delamore Partners told the meeting.

Feedback from small-group discussions  
at the workshop was that the community 
supported planting natives in the estuary, 
weeding and pest control. There was mixed 
support for shoring up the banks, with some 
regarding it as a technical question, while one 
resident reported seeing the banks collapse 
into the estuary at an alarming rate.

The healthy waters team says it will de-
velop several options for further community 
feedback.   

Safeswim’s Nick Vigar updated the 
meeting on initiatives to clean up the creek, 
a concreted channel with the largest urban 
catchment in the city, including many resi-
dential properties with ageing pipe networks.

Pollutants include sediment, much of 
which comes from gardens, heavy metals, 
such as zinc and copper from the industrial 
area, litter, plus oil, grease and tyre particles 
from the motorway.

In response to questions about using the 
targeted water rate to clean up the creek, 
Vigar admitted 80 per cent of the $45 million 
per annum raised by the rate was going to 
separating stormwater and wastewater in 
legacy pipes on the city side of the harbour 
bridge. But he said the North Shore was a 
top priority for the remainder of the funding, 
because the beaches are so popular.

Stephanie Robinson of the healthy waters 
team told the meeting the team has sufficient 
budget for a programme of work aiming to 
clean up the catchment. 

Funding comes not only from the targeted 
rate, but also healthy waters’ own budget and 
local board funding.

The council is currently upgrading a 
stormwater wetland area at Croftfield Lane 
and it has installed six large pollution traps 
in the area, new technology that collects litter 
from large objects to fine plastics.

Kaipatiki Local Board deputy chair Dan-
ielle Grant said the board had organised 
visits to 140 businesses in the Wairau Valley 
to educate them on non-polluting practices.

Residents want Wairau cleaned up

Down by the sea... An artist’s impression of the boardwalk planned 
for the Wairau estuary 
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Apples idea at the core of Savannah’s success
An innovative business idea to make use 

of wasted apples has helped win 16-year-old 
Savannah Bakker a trip to Chile and a $6000 
scholarship to Massey University. 

Savannah, a Westlake Girls High School 
student, was among 80 students selected to 
attend the Entrepreneurs in Action business 
competition held over two days held at Mas-
sey University’s Wellington campus.

She was put into a team with nine other 
students from across the country, and assigned 
Auckland business Uprise Digital as a busi-
ness mentor. 

“The first challenge was to come up with 
a product or service to help New Zealanders 
with farming crops,” says Savannah. 

“We decided we would juice wasted apples 
and make ethanol for biofuel. The leftover 
pulp we would give back to the farmers for 
compost.” 

Team Uprise Digital presented their idea 
and business plan to the judges, winning 
the challenge and each taking away a $3000 
scholarship to Massey University. 

“The second challenge was to introduce a 
wireless computer-based system into the Latin 
American market,” says Savannah. 

“We had to choose the country that we 
thought was the best to launch the system in. 
We chose Mexico because it is close to the 
USA and there are a lot of bilingual people 
there.”  

The teams were told that the computer 

system would be for cases of emergency in 
natural disaster, to communicate with one 
another. 

“Mexico is in the ring of fire. It’s vulnerable 

to natural disasters like earthquakes.” 
Savannah and her team created a three-

phase implementation plan and once again 
presented their ideas to the judges. 

Their idea was picked as the best and 
another $3000 scholarship awarded to each 
member, as well as a trip to Chile in October 
to compete in a worldwide entrepreneur 
challenge. 

Meanwhile, Savannah is going to concen-
trate on her very own business, a therapeutic 
product to help fatigued muscles. 

“I’m in the process of trying to find the best 
combination of ingredients but I hope to intro-
duce the product into the market next year.” 

Chile bound... Westlake student Savannah Bakker won big in the 
Entrepreneurs in Action contest  

GE FrEE NZ
Public Talk – Sunday

Holy Trinity Hall
20 Church St, Devonport

Claire Bleakley president of 
GE Free NZ will speak and 
answer your questions on 
GE, gene editing and what 
is happening in NZ today.

Queries; contact Michelle: 445-2525
www.gefree.org.nz

1st September 4-6pm
Can you help someone be Super Warm?
If you already live in a warm, well-insulated home and can afford to keep 
the heating on this winter, please consider helping those who can’t. 

Until 1 October, NZ superannuitants will receive additional Winter Energy 
Payments: $450 for a single person, or $700 for a couple. 

If you’d like to gift this extra bonus, or would like to make a donation, 
Auckland Foundation will direct your generosity to help those who are 
most vulnerable to the winter cold and damp.

Visit aucklandfoundation.org.nz/superwarm to find out more 
and make an online donation.
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The Westlake Chamber Orchestra has 
picked up two Australasian awards for their 
first overseas performance.

The orchestra, made up of the leading 
string players from Westlake Girls and 
Westlake Boys high schools, won best string 
orchestra and best overall performance at the 
Aspire International Youth Music Festival in 
Queensland in July.

The students, along with group director 
Mark Bennett, spent three days rehearsing 
and sightseeing in Brisbane, then travelled to 
the Gold Coast where the three-day festival 
is held biannually. 

The festival was attended by over 
600 students from across Australia and  

New Zealand.
“This is the first overseas tour we have 

undertaken on our own,” says Bennett. 
“Groups were competing from all around 

Australasia: concert bands, symphony or-
chestras, jazz bands, string orchestras and 
choirs.” 

Winning first place in its category meant 
the orchestra was invited to play at the gala 
concert on the final day of the festival.

Only bands that won each of their cate-
gories were invited to perform, and from 
those contenders the judges, who included 
New Zealand conductor Marc Taddei, gave 
Westlake the overall performance award,  
praising the group on the amount of work 

they had put in. 
“The students were obviously quite 

thrilled,” says Bennett. 
“They all worked really hard and focused 

beautifully. It made for fantastic team 
building.” 

Bennett, who has been directing the West-
lake Chamber Orchestra for 12 years, has 
played violin for the Auckland Philharmonic 
Orchestra for the past 22. 

The orchestra has more recently been 
competing in the KBB schools music festival 
in Auckland. 

“This trip was very stimulating in terms 
of developing the students’ passion, which 
is very valuable,” Bennett says.

String theory... The Westlake Chamber Orchestra, directed by Mark Bennett, is comprised of students 
from Westlake Girls and Boys high schools

Top gongs for Westlake at schools’ music festival



The RangiToTo obseRveR  Page 22 August 16, 2019

ACC provider. Online bookings available.
www.stepforwardpodiatry.co.nz

Fred Thomas Medical Centre
2 Fred Thomas Drive, Takapuna
(09) 280 4358

AUT Millennium 
17 Antares Place, Rosedale 
021 1496 285

Professional Podiatry
Care For You

Experienced podiatrists, great facilities, 
ample parking. We deal with all types  

of Podiatry: Sports Podiatry,  
Injuries, Orthotics, General Podiatry, 

Ingrown toenails.

MENTION THIS AD AND RECEIVE $10 DISCOUNT 
OFF YOUR INITIAL CONSULTATION!

Showstoppers... Top: Rebellion at the barricade. Above left: Daniel Rouse (as Marius) and Sarah Ruiz  
(as Cossette). Above right: Alanah Jones (Fantine) singing I Dreamed a Dream. Photos by Tracey Mackay.

The efforts of over 100 students came 
together to wow audiences in the combined  
Westlake high schools’ production of Les 
Misérables.

Following a very busy technical week dur-
ing the school holidays, the cast of more than 
80 students delivered a series of moving and 
polished performances at the Westlake Boys 
High School Auditorium, from 23 to 27 July. 

Students participated in all aspects of 
the process – as part of the orchestra, in the 
make-up team and in the technical crew.

Performed with the audience seated on 
two sides of the performance space, the 
production aimed to do something a bit 
“different” with one of the world’s most 
famous musicals. 

Students worked on acrobatic skills for 
some  scenes, and multimedia – in the form 
of footage filmed at Howick Historical Vil-
lage – was incorporated into the show.

Audiences gave every performance a 

standing ovation. 
The ensemble transformed seamlessly 

between the big and brash characterisa-
tions needed for songs such as Master of 
the House into the affecting misery of The 
Beggars.  

As Fantine, Year 11 student Alanah Jones 
moved audiences with her rendition of I 
Dreamed a Dream, while Sarah Ruiz (also 
Year 11) brought a compelling liveliness to 
her role as Cosette.

Year 13 students Paris Jagger and  Mini 
Clements-Levi delivered vibrant perfor-
mances as Eponine and Madame Thenardier.  

Two of the youngest cast members – Ivy 
Mitchell (Year 10) and Gabrielle Galao (Year 
9) more than proved themselves as talented 
performers in their roles as the vulnerable 
young Cosette and cheeky Gavroche.

 The show was directed by Nick Brown 
from Westlake Boys High School, and MJ 
Milburn from Westlake Girls High School. 

Westlake schools take to the barricade for Les Mis
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Community stalwart 
was daily swimmer

Fay Hobday passed away on 2 July in 
her home in Milford, aged 86. 

Fay was an amazing woman who 
delighted in sharing wonderful stories of 
her life and she will be missed by those 
who knew her. 

Fay swam daily in the sea, summer 
and winter. She was very supportive 
of her community and was a volunteer 
with CAB for many years and a valued 
board member with Takapuna North 
Community Trust Board between June 
2016 and February 2018. 

She is survived by her daughter, 
Michelle Farmer, and granddaughters 
Haley and Georgia. 

A memorial service will be held at 
3pm on Monday 16 December, at her 
home, The Glasshouse,  22 O'Neills Ave, 
Takapuna. 

Please email celebrationforfay@gmail.
com to RSVP.

 Sarah Thorne, Takapuna North 
community coordinator

Westlake Boys student  
takes double karate gold

Fifteen-year-old Westlake Boys High 
School student Lachie McPheat has been 
crowned a double world champ at the Go-
Kan-Ryu (GKR) Karate World Cup held in 
the United Kingdom. 

The year 11 student travelled to Bucking-
hamshire, England, in June with his sister 
Caitlin, from Westlake Girls, who was also 
competing. 

Lachie competed in Under 16 3rd Kyu 
(brown belt) competition in both Kata 
and Kumite categories, winning two gold 
medals. 

“The semifinals was when the struggle 
set in – my competitor was UK’s hope,” 
says Lachie. 

“You have to get the punches perfect and 
there was a big height difference between 
us, so that was really hard.” 

His sister Caitlin won a silver medal in 
her division. 

Lachie has been practising karate for nine 
years and is currently one assessment off a 
black belt. 

He also teaches karate for his dojo, and 
trains around eight hours a week. 

“What I love about karate is the self-de-
fence, the learning, the teaching and the 
values you learn in karate, like respect and 
to be humble,” he says. 

Lachie is focusing on gaining his black 

belt which will involve two assessments, one 
of which will run for eight hours. 

“It will focus on the stances, technique of 
the punch and each of the eight katas,” he 
says. “Only about one in 1000 people will 
get their black belts because it’s so hard.” 

Lachie plays rugby at school and takes 
adult acting classes. 

He plans to pursue a career in acting after 
high school. 

Karate kids... Lachie and  
Caitlin McPheat both had  
success at the GKR World Cup

Former Takapuna city councillor Ivy 
Mossop has died at the age of 98. 
Mossop was born in Whanganui on 13 
March 1922 and died on 4 July at North 
Shore Hospital. She was a civil servant, 
YHA officer, member of Glenfield Country 
Town and councillor, who is remembered 
for her tilt at the mayoralty. 

Ambitious former 
councillor remembered
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premium.co.nz |  F ine Homes |  F ine Apartments |  F ine Li festyles

VIEW | MON-FRI 1 - 3 PM | SAT/SUN 2 - 4 PM
PRICE | CONTACT FOR PRICE 
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/9824

Comprised of 43 luxury residences ranging from two 
bedroom apartments to stunning three bedroom 
penthouses. Featuring large living spaces with 
expansive decks, sophisticated interior design and 
spectacular views. Just a short walk to the vibrant 
town centre and the sands of Takapuna Beach. 
Construction is expected to commence late 2019.

TAKAPUNA | 55-59 ANZAC STREET | Unveiling Katrine | Luxury Residences

GERRY PETRIE 021 923 352 | 916 600
ALISON PARKER 021 983 533 | 916 6000

VIEW | BY APPOINTMENT
PRICE | BY NEGOTIATION 
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/9844

Undoubtedly the finest and most spectacular 
penthouse apartment in Auckland, if not New 
Zealand, Apartment 2901 at The Sentinel, Takapuna 
Beach demands your attention! 668sqm of divine 
living including huge decks with a heated lap pool and 
spa. Spread over two luxurious levels with three living 
rooms, a soaring atrium and 360 degree views.

TAKAPUNA | 2901/3 NORTHCROFT STREET | Prized Trophy Penthouse

ALISON PARKER 021 983 533 | 916 6000
COREY KNAPP 021 2410 081 | 916 6000

PREMIUM REAL ESTATE LTD LICENSED REA 2008

CONCEPT IMAGE

VIEW | BY APPOINTMENT
SET DATE OF SALE | WEDNESDAY 11 
SEPTEMBER 2019 UNLESS SOLD PRIOR

PREMIUM.CO.NZ/9841 

TAKAPUNA BEACHFRONT | Sub-Penthouse | Iconic Mon Desir 

COREY KNAPP 021 2410 081 | 916 6000

23 KILLARNEY STREET
TAKAPUNA

JELENA FREEMAN 021 656 563 
JIM MAYS 021 937 766              

SOLD

2/70 KITCHENER ROAD
MILFORD

RICHARD MILNE 021 770 611 
ROBERT MILNE 022 0112 494              

SOLD

503/16 HURON STREET
TAKAPUNA

ALISON PARKER 021 983 533
MARIA TODD 021 743 187            

SOLD

2A PIERCE ROAD
MILFORD

ALISON PARKER 021 983 533
ROBERT MILNE 022 0112 494             

SOLD

Capturing some of the best views of Takapuna beach 
this elegant Sub-Penthouse presents the ultimate in 
coastal living. Light and bright this luxury apartment 
on the 5th floor provides cinematic views of Rangitoto 
Island, the shimmering waters of the Hauraki Gulf and 
all so close you feel it is literally at your feet. Offering 
three generous double bedrooms plus two bathrooms.


