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Takapuna, Milford, Castor Bay, Forrest Hill and Sunnynook

Traditions honoured... Petra Wehrle (right) performs with Aru Waihirere kapa haka group at 
a Takapuna event that shared diverse cultures. Photo: Keeley Watson. More on page 13
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Children celebrate diversity in Takapuna fun day
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Patuone walkway narrowly approved
A controversial $2.6 million coastal walking 

and cycle path across ecologically sensitive 
mangroves in Shoal Bay has been given the 
go-ahead.

But the approval by the Devonport-Takapu-

na Local Board at its meeting last week was a 
split decision, with board chair George Wood 
having to use his casting vote to push it through.

Environmentalists have opposed the board-
walk design, saying it wasn’t the best option to 

protect natural features and wildlife.
The Patuone Reserve Walkway from Es-

monde Rd to Francis St along the coast includes 
boardwalks 2.5 metres wide to accommodate 
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From page 1

Candidates for the Devonport-Takapuna Local Board, as well as for the Kaipatiki 
Local Board, will face the public at a meeting in Takapuna on 18 September from 
noon to 2pm in the Mary Thomas Centre, 3 Gibbons Rd. Hosted by Auckland North 
Community and Development, the meeting is free with a light lunch provided.

On 4 September, community groups will question mayoral candidates at another 
free ANCAD event from noon to 2pm in the Mary Thomas Centre.

Grill your local candidates

Nominations closed last Friday for the 
Auckland local body elections 2019 with a 
good number of candidates putting their names 
forward on the North Shore.

Standing for election for Auckland Council’s 
North Shore ward (two seats): Anthony 
Bunting, Chris Darby, Grant Gillon, Danielle 
Grant and Richard Hills.

Standing for the Devonport-Takapuna Local 
Board (six seats): Aidan Bennett, Mary-Anne 
Benson-Cooper, Kevin Brett, Gavin Busch, 
Paul Cornish, Trish Deans, Donald Horsburgh, 
Ruth Jackson, Jenn McKenzie, Jan O’Connor, 
Iain Rea, Ian Revell, Dorothea Scanlan, Mike 
Sheehy, Toni van Tonder, Danny Watson, 

George Wood, and John Wood.
Standing for the Waitemata District Health 

Board (seven seats): Max Abbott, Uzra Casuri 
Balouch, Edward Benson-Cooper, Nathan 
Billing, John Bottomly, Claire Buckley, Chris 
Carter, Zahra Champion, Tricia Cheel, Lynne 
Coleman, Sandra Coney, Warren Flaunty, 
Richard Girdwood, Monina Hernandez, Jono 
Hoogerbrug, Mark Jones, Jim Lamberton, Mark 
Le Fevre, Brian Neeson, Allison Roe, Pete 
Tashkoff, Lindsay Waugh, Wendy Whittaker. 

Election day is 12 October. Voting documents 
will be posted to electors from 20 September, 
and must be returned not later than noon on 
12 October. 

Candidates line up for elections 

both cyclists and walkers.
It was one of the board’s top priorities to 

complete, and Auckland Council sees it as an 
important link to the Akoranga Bus Station, 
and the proposed SeaPath and SkyPath routes.

“Commuting cyclists” will also be able to use 
the route to and from Devonport and Takapuna 
– an issue which became a major sticking point 
at the meeting last week.

Board member Grant Gillon said members 
had told officers again and again in workshops 
that the walkway design should not be for 
commuting cyclists – “essentially machines. 
You may as well put a vehicle on the walkway.”

The need to preserve the natural area was para-
mount, ahead of a cyclists commute, said Gilllon.

He would not have supported the 2.5m board-
walk width if he knew officers were pushing 
ahead with the option to include commuter 
cycling.

His motion to send back the design for revi-
sion and consideration by the new board after the 
October elections was supported by members 
Mike Cohen and Jan O’Connor but voted down 
by members Mike Sheehy, Jenn McKenzie and 
George Wood.

Sheehy said the walkway would be a great as-
set to the area, similar to boardwalks at Sandspit, 
Russell and Paihia. He supported the ability to 
use the walkway as a cycle commute, linked up 
with the well-used bridges through Bayswater.

Board members and environmentalists balk at boardwalk
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Oarsome costumes make waves at Beach Series finale 

In the pink… Jason Herriman was among entrants who got into the spirit of a retro-themed final night 
of the Beach Series summer races at Takapuna Beach last Tuesday. More pictures p12-14 

Preserving coastal track no walk in the park

To page 3 

The future of a hugely popular coastal 
track between Takapuna and Milford is set to 
be secured as Auckland Council negotiates 
with a property owner over purchasing his 
historic bach.

People have been walking through Paul 
Firth’s garden since 2011, when a wooden 
bridge was washed away in a storm.

At that time, the council found it had never 
been an official bridge and rebuilding would 

require a coastal consent, which required ap-
proval from all affected landowners.

Firth, now 74, withheld his consent because 
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Fears locals short-changed   
by new town square... p7

New Takapuna-Milford paper 
hits the streets... p2

‘Sacred’ pohutukawa trees  
turn into a menace... p4

McKenzie said it was vital to move ahead 
with the project. If a decision was delayed “it 
feels like a flip-flop ... this has been before the 
board for 18 months,” she said.

Part of the walkway would be a boardwalk 
across the mangroves to allow extra protection 
to the sensitive coastline.

Concerns over the project had been voiced 

earlier by environmentalist Philip Moll, during 
the board’s public forum. He said neither of 
the two options put forward for the reserve 
walkway did enough to protect “some of the 
last natural spaces the city has left.

“Turning the area into a transport runway 
does nothing for the very rare wildlife that 
travels to New Zealand to these estuaries.”

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board 
20 August 2019   
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10. The concept design outlines the realignment and improvement to adjacent ecology to meet 
the recommendations set out in the Greenways Plan. 

11. Following further design work, two potential route options and their respective costings have 
been developed.  The design was prepared to assess the options for the shared cycle and 
pedestrian walkway.  Safety in design principles, planning requirements and construction 
cost estimates were prepared.  

12. The following image outlines the two route options: Option One in green and Option Two in 
blue below: 

 
 
 
13. It is important to note that matters such as tree pruning, maintenance (i.e. rubbish and litter removal) and estuary restoration are outside the scope of the renewal.  These matters can be addressed through working with council’s operational maintenance and volunteering Recommendation 

teams.  

Ngā tūtohunga 
Recommendation/s  
That the Devonport-Takapuna Local Board: 
a) approve Option One: Part alignment across the mangroves $2,600,000, as it 

provides walkway users a different experience and is the most economical way to 
provide this link, as shown in the concept plan provided as Attachment A to the 
agenda report. 
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The chosen option above in green
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Four people who have made an incredible 
impact on the the PumpHouse Theatre’s legacy 
were honored at the theatre’s Annual General 
Meeting held on Wednesday 21 August.

Awarded life membership of Friends of 
the PumpHouse were playwright Sir Roger 
Hall, writer and director Tim Bray QSM, 
North Shore theatre stalwart Angela Antony 
QSM, and PumpHouse trust board member 
Margie Hart.

“We’re pleased to recognise these people 
who have made such a valuable contribution 
to the PumpHouse. Without them, our theatre 
wouldn’t exist.” said Peter Burn, chairman of 
the theatre’s trust board.

The North Shore Theatre and Arts Trust was 
established in 1971 by a group of passionate 
locals to champion the project of saving the 
PumpHouse building from demolition, and 
to transform it into a performing arts centre.

They oversee the governance of the theatre 
to ensure that it remains open and accessible 
to members of the local Takapuna community 
and surrounding areas who have a story or 
performance to share.

Anyone can become a Friend of the Pump- 
House.  

Members typically support the theatre by 
volunteering, making donations, attending 
fundraisers or sitting on the trust board.

The PumpHouse Theatre recognises significant Friends

Friends of the PumpHouse... (from left to right) trust board member Margie Hart, alongside Peter Burn,  
playwright Sir Roger Hall, writer and director Tim Bray QSM, and North Shore theatre stalwart,  
now PumpHouse patron, Angela Antony QSM
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We’ll be there when you need us.

The care you deserve,  
at a price you can afford
We offer:
•  A New Zealand-owned company  

focused on caring for our community
•  Cremations from $2,100 and very competitively priced funerals
•  Eco-friendly options
•  Discounted funeral costs when you meet with us  

in advance to record your wishes
• Zero-fees pre-payment plan for added peace of mind

We’re available any time of the day or night,  
so simply call us on (09) 477-2433.

Hazel James 
Manager/Funeral Director

Ryan Berry 
Funeral Director

office@windsorfunerals.co.nz        windsorfunerals.co.nz

Sargeson collapse leaves agents $500k out of pocket 
Several Takapuna real estate agents are 

owed almost half-a-million dollars, after 
the landmark Sargeson apartment building 
on Anzac Street has gone into voluntary 
administration.

The 92-apartment building is virtually 
completed, with 69 of the apartments already 
sold, 38 of those by the five or six Harcourts 
Cooper & Co agents who are now out of 
pocket by $480,000, managing director 
Martin Cooper says.

“The agents have been working on this for 
the past three years, working at weekends 
and giving up time with their families, and 
now they are not being paid, because we are 
unsecured creditors,” Cooper says.

The arrangement was the agents were 
paid half the commission on selling the 
apartments, with the other half due at the 
end of construction, Cooper says.

Now Auburn Development Ltd, with a 
sole director, David Oliphant of St Heliers, 
has gone into voluntary administration to 
deal with debt.

This is a way of paying as many creditors 
as possible, while minimising losses. 

Cooper blames a combination of difficul-
ty getting finance in New Zealand, along 
with building taking longer than expected, 
largely due to delays and hold-ups by Auck-
land Council. It took the developer several 
months to get a code of compliance for the 
building, while the council requested im-
provements to acoustics and fire-proofing.

This company was forced to go offshore to 
get funding from an Asian finance company 
that charged high interest rates.

The delays and hold-ups could have meant 
penalty fees for late interest payments, 
Cooper says.

“It all came together to make a disaster.”
Cooper says the purchasers are happy and 

he had bought an apartment himself in the 
‘high-quality’ apartment block.

Cooper believes the Resource Manage-
ment Act creates problems for developers 
and the council delays are a big problem.

Harcourts has been the main agency 
selling the apartments, although there have 
been others.

Cooper intends to put a caveat on future 
agreements, so that the agent has a legal 
right to be paid on settlement. He thinks the 
industry should change its agreements.

In 2016, the developer wrote to apartment 
owners and said development finance was 
virtually impossible to obtain and construc-
tion costs escalating, so it needed purchasers 
to pay more for apartments in order to cover 
the additional cost of using an offshore 

finance company (New Zealand Herald, 18 
November).

Other apartment complexes were put on 
hold or abandoned, meaning demand for 
apartments was high, the letter said.

At press time, Bayleys announced the 
23 remaining apartments for sale, saying it 
was the agent appointed by the voluntary 
administrator. It would accept offers for all 
23 or individual apartments.

Cooper was disappointed the administra-
tor chose a new agency rather than giving 
the Harcourts agents, who had sold the buld 
of the apartments a chance to get at least 
something for their efforts.

Developer Oliphant did not return calls.

High-rising debts... The Sargeson developer has gone into voluntary 
administration, leaving several Takapuna real estate agents owed 
$480,000 for work carried out over the past three years 
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Extra bus spaces frustrate Milford businesses
Seven Milford shopping centre car parks 

would be lost under a proposed bus-stop 
expansion, to the frustration of business 
owners. 

The stop on the western side of Milford 
Rd has been expanded temporarily, occupy-
ing four P30 car parks since a new network 
was introduced last September, greatly 
increasing usage.

In June this year, 4000 passengers used 
the stop, compared to 350 who used it in 
June 2018. 

Seven buses use the stop, including the  82 
service to the city, which has four 10-minute 
layovers an hour.

AT’s changes would increase the size 
of the stop permanently, move it towards 
Kitchener Rd, and shift a mobile library 
space further north. The library-bus space, 
which  can currently be used as P30 parking 
for two cars for the rest of the week, will 
be permanently marked ‘no parking’ and 
also made available for buses from nearby 
residential care villages.

 On the other side of Milford Rd, one car 
park would be removed to ease access to an 
existing bus stop, even though it is next to 
a wide driveway, which already appears to 
allow easy access.

Milford Business Association manager 
Murray Hill says the changes are “over the 
top” and that the bus stops could be laid 
out more efficiently with the loss of only 
one car park.

“From my point of view, these changes 
are just not needed,” Hill says.

Hill has been removing road cones mark-
ing the temporary bus stop whenever he can, 
as an act of protest.

He believes the loss of car parks is im-
pacting on business, with a report on Milford 
shopping centre showing the retail spend is 
down on the previous year to June.

He estimates 1000 cars a week could park 
in the six car parks being lost on the western 
side of the road under AT’s proposal.

The current permanent bus stop outside 
Countdown, on the western side, is unusu-
ally long and taking one car park behind it 
would make it long enough for two buses, 
one laying over and another in service, he 
says.

AT media advisor John Nottage says the 
proposed changes mean three bus stops on 
the mall side of Milford Rd will have ‘no 
stopping’ yellow lines painted between 

them. He says this will avoid the issue of 
misaligned buses, which happens now due 
to cars preventing buses from accessing 
their spaces.

On the other side of the road, buses can-
not access the stop because of cars parking 
too close, resulting in the rear of buses 
encroaching on the through-traffic lane, 
Nottage says. Consultation with neighbours 
on the proposals runs until 4 September 
(email projects@at.govt.nz, reference 
number ATPTO2977). Work is set down to 
start in October.

Act of protest... Murray Hill of the Milford Business Association has 
been removing cones marking a temporary bus stop 

 FOR DEVONPORT-TAKAPUNA
LOCAL BOARD
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Two firms vie for town square development  
Two companies have been short-listed to 

purchase four sites on the current Takapu-
na car park and work with the council on 
developing the land.

Panuku development manager Kate 
Cumberpatch refused to say how many 
developers expressed an interest in pur-
chasing the four packages of land.

Asked about the current challenges 
facing construction companies, including 
banks being cautious about lending, delays 
and skills shortages, Cumberpatch said the 
council chose developers it was confident 
could do the work.

Over the next few months, the shortlisted 
developers will submit more detailed pro-
posals and plans for what they want to do, 
which have to be in line with the outcomes 
the council wants to see, such as lower 
heights around the town square, she said.

The confirmed developers will be an-
nounced around the end of the year.

Even after purchase, Panuku will work 
in partnership with the developer or de-
velopers, for example by putting them in 
touch with the right people to speak to in 
the council, Cumberpatch said.

Meanwhile, landscape design company 
Isthmus would be working on a concept 
design for the town square. 

However, this can’t be formalised until 
the new Devonport-Takapuna Local Board 
is sworn in, after the October local election, 
and briefed on the proposals, which the 
board will have to approve. 

Election results will be declared on 17 
October. A concept design for the town 
square is not likely to be available until 
the end of this year or early next year, 
Cumberpatch said.

Money from film company permits 
to produce work in the Devonport-
Takapuna area will now be returned to 
local board budgets.

Previously, the film-permit charges 
went into Auckland Council coffers. 
But a change in policy meant the 
money would be now returned to local 
areas to be spent on local projects, the 
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board was 
told last week.

At current levels this would mean 
$8000  extra annually for the board to 
spend locally.

Board members were pleased with 
the change. Grant Gillon said film 
companies used local parks, reserves 
and beaches, often disrupting others.  
That film-permit money failed to go back 
to the same area, in recompense, was 
a long-held bone of contention, he said

More  work needed to done on  
filming protocols to lessen the impact 
of production companies on users of 
recreational spots, the board said in 
feedback to council.

The possibility of student bike riders 
being offered defensive cycling courses will 
be investigated by Auckland Transport (AT).

The Devonport-Takapuna Local Board 
requested at its meeting last week AT con-
sider offering the course on the North Shore.

Cycling is being encouraged all over 
Auckland to lessen congestion and for its 

health benefits. It was vital young people 
were offered training, board member Mike 
Cohen said.

The defensive cycling courses would give 
students more confidence on the road and 
provide “best practice” ways of dealing with 
various conditions and circumstances when 
out riding, Cohen said.

Defensive biking courses mooted 

Film-shoot 
money to  
stay local

That hanging on feeling… residents frustrated at toilet delay
Residents are frustrated after delays on the 

Castor Bay beach toilet block roof has meant 
port-a-loos ‘filled with excrement’ near their 
properties for almost six months. 

Mark Sutherland contacted the Rangitoto 
Observer last week after several attempts to get 
answers from the council were inconclusive. 

“The fact of the matter is it provided a 
necessity. It had two showers and perfectly 
good toilets. It just needed a new roof,” says 
Sutherland.

“Why has it taken so long? Everyone I have 
spoken to has complained to council but got 
nowhere. My main concern is how much is 
this costing?” 

Auckland Council say the project will cost 
$355,449 and has been delayed.

“The Rahopara Pa/Castor Bay public toilets 
renewal project is on hold due to issues with 
fitting the new roof onto the existing timber 
roof frame and brick masonry walls.  We have 
been working hard to find alternative design 
solutions and our engineer is currently review-
ing the construction methodology for our latest 
option. We aim to restart works this month,” 
says John Schermbrucker, council’s head of 
project delivery.

Signage saying the project will be completed 
by May has attracted a graffiti artist questioning 
‘what year?’  

Other residents Christina Eaglen and Fred 
Janssen have voiced concerns for the cleanli-
ness of the port-a-loos provided. 

“I have only attempted to use the port-a-loos 
once, and it was so full with urine and excre-

ment that I didn’t use it. Well now I say, enough 
is enough,” says Janssen.

Eaglen brings her 5-year-old grand-daughter 

to the beach who also won’t use the toilet due 
to the lack of cleanliness.

Delay… Fred Janssen (left) with dog Mickey, Christina Eaglen and 
Mark Sutherland
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Week
Walk to school rather than sit in traffic.

Weekend
Run to your own timetable.

Week
Designated study time to focus on learning.

Weekend
A time where the family is the focus.

At King’s do you 
live for the weeks 
or the weekends?
Yes.
kingscollege.school.nz
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Midway through winter and the local 
property market remains quiet. Whilst the 
wider Auckland region saw a 6.6% rise in 
sales volumes and the North Shore rose 
7.2% in July; the area encompassing the 
Rangitoto Observer marked time with a total 
of 154 sales for the 3 months to July. This 
level is identical to July last year. Just to give 
some perspective to these sales levels. The 
highest ever 3-month sales volume was way 
back in May of 2005 when 313 properties 
were sold, that’s twice the current level. 
The lowest sales volume was just 97 in the 
height of the GFC in February 2008. Sales 
volumes are a key indicator of the property 
market, defining the pace of the market.

As sales volumes remained flat, the 
median sales price picked up slightly from 
June with a median price of $990,000 
however when compared to July last year 
prices remain weak, down 7%. As ever 
delving deeper into the statistics provides 
some interesting insight.

The market for 1 & 2 bedroom homes 
appears to be the strongest segment of 
the market. With a median sales price of 
$775,000 these properties show a 3% rise 
as compared to this time last year, although 
sales remain weak, down 2% over the past 
year. The likely reason for this strengthening 
in sales price is the growing presence of 
First Home Buyers. Attracted by low interest 

rates and capitalising on the advantage of 
KiwiSaver funds, these buyers are reaping 
the benefits of the softening sales price and 
are thereby becoming more conspicuous in 
the market representing a growing number of 
active buyers. A key segment of this smaller 
homes market are Units, across the area, 
sales of units are up 5%, with median sale 
price at $765,000 up 3% in the past year.

The next few months represent one of the 
most active periods of the property year with 
the Spring rush of new listings hitting the 
market in coming weeks. 

Given the backdrop of slow sales and 
easing prices there could be some real 
pressure in the market if inventories of new 
listings, already weak at this time, don’t rise 
to meet this demand.

PROPERTY UPDATE - AUGUST 2019 

Alistairhelm.co.nz 
Written and produced by Alistair Helm, Licensed real estate salesperson

Alistair Helm
021 610 510 
alistair.helm@bayleys.co.nz
www.alistairhelm.co.nz

BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LIMITED, DEVONPORT,  
LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008
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kingscollege.school.nz

There are many reasons why 5 day boarding at King’s works for both students and 
their families’ busy lives. If you’d like to find out more about a King’s College all-round 

education in 2020, talk to us now.

King’s is opportunity

5 Day Boarding at King’s.
The best of both worlds.

Weekend
A time where the family is the focus.

Week
Designated study time to focus on learning.

Peter pohutukawa looking for love

Cry for help... A pohutukawa sapling has appeared at the end of Hauraki Rd, in a plot on a public terrace 
overlooking Takapuna Beach, with a note seeking help – and water. The exposed spot has seen off a few 
earlier pohutukawa. This tree is apparently named Peter. An Auckland Council spokesperson says it 
didn’t know about the planting and would have liked to have been informed. Council selects tree species 
for specific locations giving weight to their long-term success, appropriateness and maintenance.  “It is 
important we are involved in the tree-planting process,” the spokesperson said. The tree is likely to be a 
non-traditional pohutukawa cultivar.

Council report ‘$15,000 
waste of money’

A $15,000 council report which 
identified Sunnynook Park as the best 
place in its area for more skateboard 
and BMX facilities has been described 
as a waste of money by a Devonport-
Takapuna Local Board member.

The report by Bespoke Landscape 
Architects also considered a number 
of other sites such as Milford Reserve 
and Seine Reserve “which realistically 
were never going to fly”, member Mike 
Cohen said.

By contrast, in Devonport, Woodall 
Park had been identified as a potential 
BMX track and a $15,000 budget has 
allowed the investigation to get to 
design concept stage.

Officers should talk to board 
members first sometimes before reports 
were initiated so local knowledge could 
reduce options down to truly viable 
ones, Cohen said.

Now Sunnynook Park has been 
identified as the best place for a 
suburban-level skateboard park and 
BMX track, more work would be done 
on concept designs and costings.
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Letters to the Editor 
Letters are welcome.  They should be 

on topics relating to Milford, Takapuna 
and nearby suburbs. Noms-de-plume 
or submissions without a name will not 
be printed. Length should be under 
500 words. Letters may be edited or 
abridged at the editor’s discretion. Email 
news@rangitoto-observer.co.nz or post 
to Rangitoto Observer, PO Box, 32 275, 
Devonport. 

Recently I attended a Devonport-
Takapuna board meeting with Panuku 
in order to listen to the discussion 
regarding the design process and 
timeline for the development of the civic 
open space in Takapuna.

Board members had an opportunity 
to ask questions in regard to the Panuku 
presentation. 

Three members in particular were 
constantly interrupted by interjections 
from the board chair, George Wood.  

Not only was Mr Wood derogatory in 
his treatment of members who didn’t 
agree with his stance, he would speak 
over them while they were asking 
questions or clarifying statements. 
Mr Wood constantly interjected when 
he felt the questions or comments 
were irrelevant, and at one point, he 
suggested that one member was a 
delinquent even when the point being 
discussed was valid.  

Mr Wood demonstrated a complete 
disrespect and disregard for the integrity 
and democratic process required of an 
elected member of our council board.  

Despite the best efforts of the board 
members, who do show a healthy 
and positive commitment towards our 
beautiful suburb, the meeting almost 
became farcical by its completion, 
and the attitude of the board chair 
can only be deemed as disgraceful.  
How on earth does Mr Wood get away 
with this unacceptable behaviour?   
E. Anne Stack

Chair’s lack of 
respect a threat to 

democratic process
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I would like to make some comments 
concerning Takapuna Town Square. My 
practice, Richard Reid & Associates City-
makers, was engaged by Devonport-Taka-
puna Local Board to prepare a report and 
design proposal for the town square.

Firstly, I wish to correct the attribution 
of drawings published in the July 19 issue 
of the Rangitoto Observer. An article on 
page 31 shows two design proposals, one 
by Isthmus and the other by my practice, 
which the article stated were prepared by 
me. In fact, the drawings of both proposals 
were prepared by Isthmus. 

Isthmus’ drawing of our proposal was one 
of many they produced in order to assess 
our design for a report commissioned by 
Panuku. It is important to place on record 
that I consider Isthmus’ drawings to be a 
serious misrepresentation of our proposal. 
When Isthmus redrew our proposal, they 
changed it in significant ways, which were 
then negatively reviewed in their report. 

It was this report which councillor Chris 
Darby stated had “weighted” his decision 
to support Isthmus’ own design proposal 

for the town square when he addressed 
council’s Environment and Community 
Committee on 10 July. Cr Darby cited “the 
evidence” from the report which showed 
“the Isthmus scheme, out of 16, wins on 12 
counts, Richard Reid & Associates wins on 
one count, and then there are three even. It’s 
pretty hands down in my opinion.”

I believe the differences between what 
we drew and Isthmus drew should have 
been clearly distinguishable to them. Our 
design should not have been misrepresented 
in the ways which Isthmus has done. In my 
opinion, Isthmus’ changes were unprofes-
sional and their negative assessments were 
self-serving. I will be lodging a formal 
complaint against them to the appropriate 
professional body.

Lastly, I would like to record that Cr 
Darby’s personal comments about my past 
friendship with him were irrelevant to the 
motion before councillors. 
Richard Reid
Director, Richard Reid & 
Associates Citymaker

Anger over drawing representation 

A new environment protection group has 
set up in Takapuna/Milford.

The Guardians of Lake Pupuke North will 
aim to safeguard that area of the shoreline. 

The group has garnered the support of the 
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board, which 
acknowledged its management role.

Newly formed 
environment group
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Bodyline… this issue the Rangitoto Observer 
launches a monthly cartoon from nationally 

renowned cartoonist Guy Body

Christmas and New Year are known 
as the “silly season”, but there is another 
much more appropriate “season” for 
that title... The six-week period before 
local body (or parliamentary) elections, 
when every man and his dog seem to 
fight to have their say on everything 
in our lives, often regardless of logic 
or even actual facts – democracy on 
steroids.

Un l i ke  o the r  pa r t s  o f  New 
Zealand, there are large numbers 
o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  s t a n d i n g  f o r 
both council and the Devonport- 
Takapuna Local Board this term. Interest 
is obviously strong in our area. Let us 
hope voter apathy does not spoil the 
outcome. 

My concern is that so many of those 
standing do not seem to know the time 
commitment they might be making. 

I have heard so often from elected 
individuals that they had no idea how time- 
consuming it was and they even 
complain about the amount of reading 
required to even get through meeting 
agendas. What did they expect? Do 
your homework before you put your 
name forward. And only reading your 
agenda at the meeting is simply not 
acceptable.

For every other job in the country, a 
relevant CV is required. Why is there 
nothing but a self-styled unchecked 
blurb for elected representatives? 
Yes, anyone is entitled to stand in a 
democracy, but would they – if they 
knew even a few basic facts of the work 
that will be involved? 

Surely, it is not going against any 
‘rights’ to require that all prospective 
candidates in local or parliamentary 
elections attend at least one basic 
weekend workshop on how the system 
works and the time commitment 
required before they are allowed to 
lodge their application?

Do those who already have full-time 
jobs know how they will be able to take 
considerable time off work for three 
years, in order to be effective? 

The current local body list of 
candidates has individuals on it that 
I perceive as being already too busy, 
or having conflicts of interest, or being 
one-issue lobbyists that preclude 
them from being able to effectively 
represent their constituents. Have they 
considered how the pressure of the job 
might impact their health? 

Have those who are standing 
really thought through what they are 
apparently committing to? 

Some know all too well what is 
involved, but having been on both sides 
of this particular fence I suspect the 
majority do not. Vote wisely!
Angela Antony
Milford

Local elections  
the real  

Silly Season

Letters

I laughed out loud when I saw the heading for 
the article in the 16 August edition, “Safety lob-
bying prompts new Sunnynook crossings”.  How 
fads and fashions change in the transport arena.  
FORTY YEARS AGO I went to a Takapuna City 
Council meeting in a gloomy second-floor room 
in Lake Rd to ask that the pedestrian crossing 
in the no-man’s-land opposite the kindergarten 
be relocated up the road to the Morton Ave/
Sunnynook Rd intersection. Sunnynook Primary 
School was a big school even back then, and the 
two main conduits for the children on the Forrest 
Hill side of Sunnynook Rd were Blakeborough 
Drive or Morton Ave, so no-one used the existing 
crossing, they just scampered across where each 
road joined Sunnynook Rd.

A group of concerned parents decided to 
patrol the existing crossing and realised almost 
immediately how dangerous it was – the down-
hill slope meant that even the most law-abiding 
driver was over the speed limit by the time they 
got to the corner, but, worst of all, the camber 
of the road meant downhill traffic came peril-
ously close to the footpath where the children 
were standing. We agreed all children would 
be better off, even from Blakeborough Drive, 
if they walked up to a crossing at Morton Ave 
and entered the school by the back gate.  So off I 
went to speak at the Takapuna Council meeting.  
Despite all the supporting evidence, they said 
“Couldn’t possibly!” All they could offer was 
authority for me to start a “before-and-after 
school” patrol run by a roster of parents, with 
the children clutching red flags as they crossed 
a busy arterial route even back then. As far as 
I know, that parent patrol still operates. I’m 

intrigued by the comment that moving the 
crossing outside the kindergarten will improve 
the sightline. Forty years ago, we were told that 
was not a possibility because of the diminished 
visibility for downhill traffic. I predict disaster 
for downhill vehicles hitting the raised crossing 
at speed after rounding the corner.

 Fast forward 30 years and I was involved with 
Castor Bay Ratepayers & Residents Association 
trying to get a raised pedestrian crossing at the 
Beach Rd/Castor Bay Rd intersection, danger-
ous because of limited visibility and speeding 
drivers. “Oh no,” said the transport planners 
“We do NOT allow raised table crossings on 
arterial routes which are used by buses and heavy 
vehicles”.  Yeah right!!  Suddenly there are now 
so many raised crossings in the city they do not 
need to introduce a 30km/h speed limit – it’s 
happening already.  The biggest problem is that 
the warning road signs show the generic gentle 
rounded hump no matter what type of speed 
hump you are approaching.  Each of the three 
or four different styles of speed hump needs a 
different approach – a classic selection are on 
the road through the Domain, if you want an 
example.  The yellow and black-striped narrow 
ones, even at low speed,  give a hard enough jolt 
to wake a sleeping toddler in a car seat (heaven 
knows what it does to their neck!), and rearrange 
a carefully decorated cake, but the worst are the 
flat table ones where there is no painted arrow 
on the upward plane to alert you. It will be in-
teresting to look at crash statistics in a few years’ 
time to see what outcomes have arisen from this 
sudden U-turn in ‘safety fashion’.

 Fiona Downes

Laughing out loud
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CARMEL
COLLEGE
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Cultural performances were part of a family fun day held in Takapuna last Saturday… The Japan Kauri 
Education Trust singing group perform (above). Julie Ang enjoys the facepainting (below left), and its 
‘cheers’ from Yuji Shah (below right). More than 250 people of all ages attended the event on 24 August, 
which was devised shortly after the Christchurch terror attack as a positive way to celebrate cultural 
differences, Takapuna North Community Trust manager Sarah Thorne says. Seven different cultural 
groups, including a Maori group, performed and offered activities from trying out costumes or dances to 
origami and creating a Ninja rocket. Photos: Keeley Watson

Children share cultures in Takapuna
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ELECTRICAL INSPECTION SPECIALISTS

DEVONPORT ELECTRICAL

Your Local Electricians

021 670 103  or  445 3447

Paul Sievers - Toby Ballard
www.devonportelectrical.co.nz

Professional Quality Service 
•  Gasfitting •  Certifying/Licensed
•  Digger Hire •  Plumber/Drainlayer 
•  All Aspects of Plumbing & Drainage

Contact Dan
info@obornplumbing.co.nz
www.obornplumbing.co.nz

0800-143-051 or mob 021 119 3227

ObOrn 
PlumbinG 

AnD DrAinAGE lTD

DESIGN AND BUILD NZ
Devonport builders since 1990

Residential Building
Architectural Draughting

Scott Peters
021 606 737

www.designandbuildnz.co.nz

Plumbing, Gasfitting, 
Drainage, Roof Leaks

MAINTENANCE SPECIALISTS
Prompt courteous service

Fully insured for your peace of mind

Certifying Plumber, Gasfitter and Drainlayer

Call Mat 
0800 277 566

We guarantee 
our Workmanship

Backed by over 35 years’ experience 
of quality preparation and painting

ph ross kingdom 
021 723 413

registered 
professional painters

Phone COLIN on 480 5864

RECOVER YOUR
LOUNGE SUITE

Call us for a free quotation and put the life
back into that favourite chair or lounge suite

AWARD FURNITURE

RENE GARDENING

SMALL & MEDIUM TREES 
HEDGES  

& SHRUBS 
GARDEN TIDY UPS

PRUNING –TRIMMING
WEEDING – MUCH MORE

Too tired to tidy up your garden?
Call today and get your tidy garden back!

facebook.com/ReneGardening

rene.keishi@gmail.com
Kei: 021 134 5604

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM:  
96 Hillside Rd, Glenfield, Auckland   
Hours: 8 - 5 weekdays

Call our designers to bring your 
ideas to life. Free consultation. 
10 year workmanship guarantee.

Phone 09 443 4461

www.neodesign.co.nz

kitchens
DESIGN   MANUFACTURE   INSTALL

Professional Quality Service
Craftsman Plumber and Gasfitter

New installations
Repairs and Maintenance
Precision Plumbing 2010 Ltd

david@precisionplumbing.co.nz
www.precisionplumbing.co.nz

Ph 021 841 745
David Mortimore 

Call us for all your  
Electrical & Data  

requirements
No job too big or too small
No travel charge 
Shore-wide!

Carl Ogden – 444 5782
carlo@searchfield.co.nz

Blocked Drains 
Sewer and Stormwater, 

Tree root removal 
unblock Toilets,  

Basins, Showers etc 
CCTV camera if required 

Ph 021 841 745
Same Day SerViCe
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Phone Ron van Geuns - Mob: 021 022 36825 or Hm: 410 1321

The Bays Painter Decorator

Quality House Painting
30+ Years Experience
Free No Obligation Quotes

Reliable and Affordable
Owner-Operated Business
No Job Too Small!
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Phone Ron van Geuns
Mob: 021 022 36825 or Hm: 410 1321

Quality House Painting
30+ Years Experience
Free No Obligation Quotes
Reliable and Affordable
Owner-Operated Business
No Job Too Small!

Milford Marina 
a sediment pit for pollution

North Shore based renovations, 
new builds, design & project  

management since 1985.

Trustworthy licensed builders specialising  
in residential alterations/extensions, 

kitchens, bathrooms, tiling, re-cladding.

Contact Alex Carey on  
0274 660 666, or visit our website 

www.efd.kiwi

The massive costs of dredging contami-
nated silt from Milford marina is putting its 
continuing operation under threat.

In late 2018, Milford Mariners Inc, which 
operates the marina, undertook a round of 
dredging at a cost of $1.15 million.

“We [Milford Mariners] were just able to 
afford this; however, looking ahead, we will 
not be able to fund a similar-sized dredge 
unless something changes,” chairman Ric 
Roper said, in a letter tabled at the last 
meeting of the Devonport-Takapuna Local 
Board. 

“The costs associated with the dredging 
have now increased to the point where they 
are exceeding our total income,” Roper said.

Every four years, the marina aims to 
excavate around 8000m3 of silt.

But contamination levels in the silt – most 
of which comes from the polluted Wairau 
catchment – are such that it has to be dis-
posed at Redvale landfill. Disposal costs 
would be $268,000 if uncontaminated, com-
pared to $1,152,000 for contaminated silt.

The marina is effectively paying the 
costs of dealing with pollution generated 
upstream.

Roper has been in negotiations with 
Auckland Council’s healthy waters team 

for some time to make some progress on 
the issue. 

When approached after the board meet-
ing for further comment, he declined as 
he hoped further progress would be made 
through official channels.

The local board has also been battling 
with the issue for years. In 2015, it passed 
a series of motions calling on Auckland 
Council to address the issue and have had 
numerous meetings with healthy waters.

But “action has been slow to get improve-
ments to the Milford estuary and Milford 
Marina,” board chair George Wood said in 
his report to last week’s meeting.

“It seems that the Milford Marina is acting 
like a large sediment control location to 
remove a huge amount of injurious metals 
and other substances that are sourced from 
the Wairau Creek catchment,” Wood said.

Last week, the board passed another 
series of motions requesting information 
from healthy waters on water testing on 
contaminants at the marina and  more meas-
ures to improve upstream pollution control, 
including what progress was being made on 
the development of a sedimentation control 
pond near the North Shore Events Centre. 
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Use of the death penalty against child 
offenders, cruel punishment and women’s 
rights were among a few of the topics cov-
ered at Westlake Girls High School for its 
Freedom Challenge last month. 

Instigated by Amnesty International, 
Freedom Challenge runs annually over 
one week, giving students an opportunity 
to take action for human rights. This year’s 
theme, “Iran: Lives hanging in the balance”, 

challenged Iran’s use of the death penalty 
against child offenders.  

A talk was given by Amnesty Youth Co-
ordinator and former Westlake Girls student 
Homayra Shafiq. 

Rights and wrongs... Westlake students (from left) Chanumi Sirithunga (16), Karindya Deegoda Gamage 
(18) and Ashmee Ravji (16) with (at back) Amnesty Youth Coordinator Homayra Shafiq (21)

Westlake Girls students embrace 
Amnesty’s Freedom Challenge

Join Takapuna and 
Devonport Libraries to 
discover and celebrate 

all that libraries have to 
offer our local community.We

Libraries!

11am-3pm 
Saturday 7 th 
September
38 Hurstmere 
Takapuna

Visit our website to see other 
events happening at 38 Hurstmere! 

www.38hurstmere.co.nz
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Hospital referrals, appointments and clin-
ical outcomes letters are now being emailed 
to Waitemata DHB patients in a move that 
will save the health board $500,000 a year.

The ‘digital post’ system was launched in 
March across a range of services, including 
the Auckland Regional Dental Service, 
physiotherapy, cardiology and transcription. 

“Having a secure, sustainable and scalable 

digital post system in place makes absolute 
sense. There are also cost and environmental 
benefits for the DHB,” clinical director of 
innovation Dr Robyn Whittaker says.

There are now around 8000 letters per 
week being sent via digital post. This will 
ramp up to approximately 15,000 per week 
by the time the roll-out is completed in 
February 2020.

Email switch 
saves DHB $500,000

Hoardings are about to go up and work 
start on a new $240 million surgical hospital 
building being built on the North Shore Hos-
pital campus. The work starts with demolition 
of two old maternity buildings, Pupuke and 

Taharoto. The new building is the biggest 
project on the site since the main North Shore 
Hospital tower block was built in the early 
1980s. The new building is expected to be 
completed in 2023.

Work starting on 
new hospital building

Watch this space... An artist’s impression of the new surgical building
 Travel sketching is that 
sketched impression where 
we teach you how to ‘see’ 
your subject. 
Tony McNeight tutors you 
through an 8 week programme 
of  foundation skills to take 
you from first steps to being 
a confident and passionate 
sketcher. Our weekly classes 
will guide you in a relaxed fun 
way to find your 
creative side.

T O N Y  M C N E I G H T 

0 2 1  9 2 5  0 3 1

 
Travel 

Sketching
classes

for
beginners

 

For further information
www.erinhillsketching.co.nz

Term 4 2019

DEVONPORT
Tuesdays 10 am – 1 pm . 
Oct 15 – Dec 3 (8 weeks )

TAKAPUNA 
Thursdays 10am – 1 pm .  
Oct 17th – 5 Dec (8 weeks)

GREY LYNN
Friday  10a.m – 1 pm   
Oct 18th – Dec 6th ( 8 weeks)

DEVONPORT 
Saturday  10 am – 1 pm. 
19 Oct –  7 Dec  (8 weeks)

Contact Mark Spooner
Office: (09) 486 6099
Mobile:  (021) 221 2348
mark@insightaccounting.co.nz
www.insightaccounting.co.nz

   Let’s meet for a  
no-obligation chat  
about how we could  
help your business.

Bullies threat 
prompts vote change  

A Devonport-Takapuna Local Board mem-
ber changed her vote on a motion due to the 
threat of bullying on social media site Facebook.

Jan O’Connor had voted against progressing 
a $2.6 million Patuone Reserve boardwalk 
project. But, after fellow board members Grant 
Gillon and Mike Cohen abstained on the vote, 
O’Connor changed her vote to also abstain at 
last week’s Devonport-Takapuna Local Board 
meeting.

She didn’t want to give ammunition “to the 
bullies on Facebook” by voting against the 
project progressing, O’Connor said.
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Pupils swap paper waste for saplings
Takapuna Primary School students have 

planted 45 native trees that were gifted to the 
school in exchange for 45 bins of recycled 
paper and cardboard. 

The school is part of ‘paper 4 trees’, a 
carbon-reduction programme that rewards 
schools with one native tree for every 30- 
litre bin of paper they recycle. 

Takapuna Primary property manager Deon 
Boonzaier started working with paper 4 trees 
six years ago, and is now working towards a 
grove of native trees on the school grounds. 

“We put the bins out every day and the kids 
know to put the paper in the bins, they then 
get collected and recycled by waste manage-
ment,” says Boonzaier. 

“We are slowly trying to go completely 
native. Everything we plant is native.” 

The native grove has a variety of different 
native trees including titoki, sporum, kanuka 
and manuka. 

All students are involved in the planting 
of native trees. 

“The native grove just used to be grass but 
through parent help we managed to transform 
the space. We have just kept planting more 
and more. 

“There are heaps of tui here now. Some-
times the bird song is amazing,” says Boon-
zaier. 

“I just think it’s really important that kids 
know about the trees, the environment and 

how to take care of it because eventually their 
kids will come here.”

Getting into the grove... A scheme that swaps trees for recycled 
paper is growing a native forest, championed by (left to right) Parisna 
Kalidas (9), Nina Cvetkovic (10), Zoe Young (10), Noa Skiff (9), Sophia 
Gustafson (10) and Rokaya Sorour (10) 
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Register to attend a Middle or Senior School tour. Visit discoverkristin.school.nz 
or call our Admissions Manager on 09 415 9566 ext 2324.

Take the first step in your child’s journey to help them reach their potential. 
Come and experience our unique school environment for yourself.

Contact us  
today.Empowered, confident, 

humble. Ready.

Contact Us Today Channel 186x81mm [July 2019].indd   1 21/06/19   2:37 PM

Mark Wilson has been appointed to the role of 
Executive Principal; he began his tenure at the 
beginning of Term 3. He comes with an impres-
sive and successful educational background, 
most recently as Principal of Cashmere High 
School in Christchurch since 2009. Previously 
Mark was the Deputy Principal at Hamilton 
Boys’ High School, and prior to that he held 
leadership roles at St Peter’s School in Cam-
bridge, St Paul’s Collegiate in Hamilton, and 
earlier teaching at Hamilton Girls’ High and 
Matamata College.

What attracted you to Kristin School?
The appeal of Kristin School was strong, I love 
the co-educational environment, and the fact 
that it was founded by parents as a not-for-
profit organisation, offering smooth transitions 
from primary through to senior schooling. Its 
strong values and a great tradition of being an 
innovative and leading-edge school also at-
tracted me.

What have been your first impressions of 
Kristin School?
My overwhelming first impressions of Kris-
tin are that it’s a school with a strong sense of 
community and love; full of amazing staff who 
help provide some incredible opportunities in 
developing both the intellect and character of 
our students.

What is something unique you have found at 
Kristin School?
How refreshing it is to have a school where one 
of the core values is that of “love”. Of all the hu-
man values and qualities, the greatest of these is 
love. A school focused on love will create hope, 
provide support, and allow their people to ‘fly’.
What do you see as the benefits of an inde-
pendent school?
To be genuinely focused on what is best for the 
individual student, their progress and achieve-
ment, without the demands and limitations 

of government bureaucracy. This means hav-
ing the flexibility to provide the opportunities 
for our young people, and develop innovative 
approaches based around aspirational goals, 
rather than compliance.

What do you see are the big challenges facing 
young people today?
Emptiness. That is, a lack of good values and 
purpose, which is compounded by negative in-
fluences of digital technologies and a growing 
sense of isolation. These contribute to growing 
anxiety and other personal and societal prob-
lems.  Our young people need strong commu-
nity connections, to have clear and supportive 
structures and grow in a safe environment 
where they can learn and develop their own 
personal passions and pathways.

What are the next steps for Kristin School?
The most important and significant improve-
ments and development are often realised in 
the refinement of the details. That can be shifts 
in teaching practice, enhancement of wellbeing, 
supporting greater collaboration, mentoring 

self-improvement. People can underestimate 
the power of sustained small incremental shifts 
to bring about positive and lasting change in 
any organisation.

What are the main educational changes fac-
ing New Zealand?
I think there are three critical issues. Firstly, 
the teacher shortage and growing disparity in 
quality teaching between schools, including 
appointment, development and retention. Sec-
ondly, meeting the challenges of our increasing-
ly complex and changing world (e.g. permissive 
culture, technological shifts and the growth of 
polarizing extremes). Finally, the development 
of truly personalised learning, including our 
growing understanding of the new neurosci-
ence research. 

From your experience, what is most impor-
tant for a successful school?
In real estate the mantra of what is important 
is “location, location, location”, in education 
it will always be: “relationships, relationships,  
relationships”.

Kristin School community welcomes 
Mark Wilson, the new Executive Principal.
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Accomplished young film director 
Harriett Maire uses first-hand experiences 
and in-depth research to portray authentic 
female characters in her work. 

Takapuna resident Maire, 24, has won 
several awards for her short films including 
a 2016 Jury Choice Award at the Diversi-
ty in Cannes showcase for Anna, which 
revolved around a young girl with autism.

Anna was created as her graduating 
project in her communications degree at 
AUT University, and caught the eye of 
production company Film Construction, 
which now has her on its roster of directors.

“I spent a lot of time researching at the 
Autism Foundation, because I have never 
personally experienced what it’s like to 
have autism, and so it was super-important 
to me not to misrepresent,” Maire says.

Maire also picked up a special category 
award at NASA’s Cinespace for another 
short film, Lani’s Space, which she co-di-
rected with fellow young filmmaker Ferris 
Bradley.

Lani’s Space follows Manu, a solo father, 
and his daughter’s fixation with outer space.

Maire describes her own childhood as 
filled with all sorts of different health is-
sues, after she was diagnosed as a diabetic 
at age seven.

“I remember not seeing any people like 
me in movies and now I think back to how 
much that would have helped me normal-

ise what I was going through when I was 
younger.”

She is passionate about creating films that 
fill in such gaps, especially when it comes 
to female characters.

“I want to make films that don’t focus on 
women’s looks at all,” she says.

“Can women stop being so sexualised, 
please? I’m not saying a woman can’t own 
her sexuality, but it depends who is making 
it for who.

“There are too many female characters 
created by men that are put there to be 
sexually appealing. I think if you’re trying 
to create any piece of art that involves 
anything that you haven’t personally ex-
perienced you need to do a hell of a lot of 
research. 

“I want to make films with female char-
acters that are multi-dimensional.”

Maire, who grew up in Bayswater, lives 
in Takapuna with her partner.

She attended Takapuna Grammar school, 
where she acted in several plays.

In her final year of high school, she won 
a Sheilah Winn Shakespeare competition 
and was flown to the UK to perform in the 
Globe Theatre.

Her flirtation with Shakespearian acting 
continued when she starred in a 2014 web-
series entitled Nothing Much To Do.

The series was a modern-day adaptation 
of Much Ado About Nothing,with Maire 

starring as Beatrice.
“The more time I spend in the industry, 

however, the more I realise I am not an 
actress,” she says.

Maire majored at AUT in television and 
screen production.

She caught the film bug early: “I do truly 
believe that it is in my blood.”

Her father, Renaud Maire, is a cine-
matographer known for his work on TV 
dramas, feature films and documentaries.

“You use every card you can when you 
have to. When people find out who my dad 
is they say, ‘Oh that’s why you’re here’,” 
she says.

“I’m not a camera person like Dad, so it’s 
challenging having to prove myself but also 
pave my own way,” she says.

“If you’re not good then people will 
stop opening doors for you, simple as that. 
They’re not going to go, ‘Oh but she’s such 
and such’s daughter’. I want to use that to 
both check my privilege and acknowledge 
it.”

Trying to make it as a woman in a 
male-dominated industry has had its trying 
moments, she says.

“It’s hard being a female director. There 
aren’t a lot of them. Roles with more power 
seem to be more male-dominated. You get 
sexism wherever you are as a woman.

“I remember going to a talk by a really 
great cinematographer and I went up at the 

Takapuna’s Harriett Maire, who has already tasted awards success for her short films,  
tells Emelia Lake about the challenge of being a female director and her desire to create 
multi-dimensional roles for women. 

Young filmmaker wants to fill in missing female characters

Interview

Right direction... Harriett Maire says she has filmmaking in her blood
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end to thank him for some of his work that 
had really inspired me, and he asked if I 
was with the catering company.”

Maire supports herself through her free-
lance film work, which has included com-
mercials and work with Vice New Zealand.

“I haven’t written a CV since back when 
I worked in hospitality. It’s all word of 
mouth,” she says.

“Working in film feels like being part of 
a family. You’re all there to pitch in and 
create a story.”

Maire says that performance directing is 
her main love, and she continues to take on 
personal projects.

She defines performance directing as 
having ample opportunity to focus on the 
actor and their work within a piece.

“I pride myself on character-driven sto-
ries that centre around human connection. 
All of that comes from the actor’s perfor-
mance,” she says.

Single/single is one of Maire’s ongoing 
projects, a collection of one-take mono-
logues performed by different actors.

Each actor recites pieces of theatre 
script, poetry or an excerpt from a book 
or film whilst looking down the barrel of 
the camera lens.

This is something that is not supposed 
to feel confronting, but rather to feel as 
though the actor is sharing something 
personal with you, says Maire.

“It’s the most delicious combination of 
film and theatre,” she says.  

Maire is also currently co-directing a 
theatre piece,  Animal, in conjunction with 
Stray Theatre.

It is an adaptation of George Orwell’s 
Animal Farm, set in the 21st century and 
focusing on the consequences of colonial-
ism in New Zealand.

“Hopefully it sparks some discussion 
that is relevant to things that are happen-
ing now.”

Maire is enjoying crafting one of the 
main characters in the play, Kitty.

“She is supposed to be cat-like, but I 
don’t want her to be anything like Catwom-
an, who is slinky and overly sexualised.

“To me cats aren’t sexy at all. I’m not 
sure how that came about.

“Further to that, I find it upsetting to 
watch a woman be distressed by men in 
films, and I don’t think the depiction of 
rape does anything for the viewer except 

become gratuitous.”
Maire would like to see other natural 

feminine occurrences, such as menstrua-
tion, become normalised in film.

“There’s a huge amount of blood in war 
and death that has become accepted as 
normal in film, but somehow the blood of 
life is not okay. Periods are something that 
I would like to explore in a very matter-
of-fact way.”

Anxiety is another subject matter she 
looks forward to exploring in her films.

“I’m a really anxious person. I think our 
whole generation is,” she says.

“I think it’s a really important thing, to 
be a part of a movement that’s like, ‘Yeah 
we’re going to touch on this.’”

(09) 368 0150 
forsythbarr.co.nz

 
This column is general in nature and should not be regarded as 

personalised investment advice. Disclosure Statements for Forsyth Barr 
Authorised Financial Advisers are available on request and free of charge. NS
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Martin Edwards
Mandy Pettit

The Reserve Bank of New 
Zealand (RBNZ) has cut the 
Official Cash Rate by 0.50% 
to 1.00%. The prospect of 
negative interest rates was 
also posed. 

The impact of lower interest 
rates on your investment 
objectives will depend on the 
type of investor you are. 

One possible consequence 
of lower interest rates is that 
money will flow into shares 
and property, as investors 
seek higher returns. Higher 
demand may push up prices 
for these assets, but also 
potentially increase the risks 
associated with investing in 
them. Conservative investors 
who are uncomfortable with 
the volatility of share prices, 
will avoid these risks, but also 
the potential benefits.

The Governor of the 
RBNZ, Adrian Orr, has been 

unapologetic when grilled 
about the effect on savers, 
suggesting it’s time they 
diversify their investments and 
make their money work harder. 
Low interest rates require a re-
think of investment strategies. 

Whether you are planning 
for retirement, have sold a 
business or have surplus cash, 
investing in a fully diversified 
portfolio with a mix of different 
investment types is important. 
This is not only likely to result 
in better returns than bank 
deposits, but it also means you 
are not exposed to just one 
investment type. If you hold 
some shares, property, fixed 
interest and cash you can be 
better prepared for changes in 
the economic weather. 

Whether you are a new 
investor or an experienced 
investor, investment decisions 
are not easy. As Authorised 

Interest rates going lower, 
so what to do?

Financial Advisers, we manage 
personalised investment 
portfolios for clients.  
We continually review these 
portfolios with the objective 
of identifying investment 
opportunities consistent  
with each client’s needs  
and goals. 
Martin Edwards and  
Mandy Pettit are Authorised 
Financial Advisers with 
Forsyth Barr, North Shore. To 
arrange a meeting to discuss 
your investment objectives in 
confidence, call (09) 368 0034 
or email ns@forsythbarr.co.nz

We have moved
After nine years we have 
re-located to:  
Forsyth Barr North Shore,  
Ground Floor,  
Air New Zealand Building,  
The Avenue, Smales 
Farm, 
Takapuna. 
We look forward to 
discussing investment 
options with you at our  
new office. 

“Working in film  
feels like being part  

of a family. You’re all 
there to pitch in  

and create a story.”



The RangiToTo obseRveR  Page 22 August 30, 2019

Join us for a compelling hour with Annah and her team as they speak to us about Annah’s story 
of success, her charity RAW, and a showcase of her clothing collection with styling tips to help 

revitalise your signature style! 

Annah Stretton is one of New Zealand’s most enduring fashion designers and business entrepreneurs 
with twelve clothing stores across the country. She is also a hugely successful philanthropist, business 

mentor, publisher, speaker, author and advocate for the advancement of women. 

This event is not to be missed!

Thursday 5 September, 10am 
The Rose Centre, School Road, Devonport

’s
R AW  T R U T H

’s
R AW  T R U T H

To reserve your seat please phone 
Mark or Janet on 445 0909 by 
Tuesday 3 September

7 Ngataringa Road, Devonport 
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SPRING

Offers valid 31st August to 28th September or while stocks last.

New toys... Millie Van, 2, (above) 
builds a house while Isla Browne, 
2, (below) hits the slide

Toddler at work... Harlow Harvey, 
2, (above) at work with a grader 
at Winter Fun pre-school play, 
hosted by Takapuna North 
Community Trust

Takapuna toddlers take to the toys

SUPERB ADVERTISING EXPOSURE

COMMERCIAL
CHARACTER PREMISES

FOR LEASE

163 LAKE RD, BELMONT

120m² / 5 on-site car parks or 10 if stacked.

Zoned “Business Local Centre” allowing
a wide range of permitted activities 

021 926 946 $39,500p.a.
michael@gannaway.co.nz

Tots run wild and parents socialise at 
Devonport Peninsula Trust’s Winter Fun 
Pre-School Play.

The free event for toddlers allows them to 
play with toys and make new friends. 

It also gives parents a chance to have a 
break, a cup of tea and catch up with other 
parents and caregivers. 

Usually held at the Rose Centre, this 
school holidays it was run out of the com-
munity pre-school next door.
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premium.co.nz |  F ine Homes |  F ine Apartments |  F ine Li festyles

VIEW | BY APPOINTMENT
PRICE | BY NEGOTIATION 
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/9805

Surround yourself in pure luxury. This breathtaking, 
meticulously designed 498sqm home encompasses 
all the finest world class features that you would 
expect in a home of this calibre. Situated in a seaside 
street with panoramic sea views, constructed from 
Travertine Stone, including five bedrooms, two 
ensuites, three living areas and four car garaging, 
room for the whole family.

TAKAPUNA BEACHSIDE | 15 EWEN STREET | Architectural Beauty in the Heart of Takapuna

LEWIS GUY 021 867 355 | 916 6000

VIEW | BY APPOINTMENT
PRICE | BY NEGOTIATION 
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/9810

Set on a 453sqm freehold site this immaculately 
presented family home built in 2015 of cedar and 
concrete block construction offers an abundance of 
space and sun with sea views from the upstairs level.
Stunning living, dining and gourmet kitchen with 
scullery. Sunny private deck and picturesque 
landscaping. Short stroll to Rothesay Bay Beach.

ROTHESAY BAY | 4A ROTHESAY BAY ROAD | Fabulous Home, Rangi Zone, Close to Beach

RICHARD MILNE 021 770 611 | 916 6000
ROBERT MILNE 022 011 2494 | 916 6000

VIEW | BY APPOINTMENT
PRICE | BY NEGOTIATION 
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/9844

Undoubtedly the finest and most spectacular 
penthouse apartment in Auckland, if not New 
Zealand, Apartment 2901 at The Sentinel, Takapuna 
Beach demands your attention! 668sqm of divine 
living including huge decks with a heated lap pool and 
spa. Spread over two luxurious levels with three living 
rooms, a soaring atrium and 360 degree views.

TAKAPUNA | 2901/3 NORTHCROFT STREET | Prized Trophy Penthouse

ALISON PARKER 021 983 533 | 916 6000
COREY KNAPP 021 2410 081 | 916 6000

PREMIUM REAL ESTATE LTD LICENSED REA 2008

COREY KNAPP 021 2410 081 | 916 6000

VIEW | BY APPOINTMENT
SET DATE OF SALE | WEDNESDAY 11 
SEPTEMBER 2019 UNLESS SOLD PRIOR

PREMIUM.CO.NZ/9841 

TAKAPUNA BEACHFRONT | Sub-Penthouse | Iconic Mon Desir 
Capturing some of the best views of Takapuna beach 
this elegant Sub-Penthouse presents the ultimate in 
coastal living. Light and bright this luxury apartment 
on the 5th floor provides cinematic views of Rangitoto 
Island, the shimmering waters of the Hauraki Gulf and 
all so close you feel it is literally at your feet. Offering 
three generous double bedrooms plus two bathrooms.


