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Korean Garden set to bloom as an attraction

Authorised: CDarby, 94 Stanley Pt Rd, North Shore.

The first public Korean Garden in Australasia 
has been given the green light for the North 
Shore.

After 10 years jumping through various 
council hoops, the Korean Garden Trust pro-
posal – first put forward in 2009 – was  granted 

approval by the Devonport-Takapuna Local 
Board last week.

The $2 million development at Barrys Point 
Reserve, will involve the construction of a 
Veterans Garden,  including a war veterans 
park, garden walk, and a memorial statue or 

stone monument.
The Korean Garden Trust will develop and 

maintain the garden.
Plans for the garden show a series of small 

linked parks and small pavilions spread over 

Castor Bay crew plant hundreds of trees

Green fingers... Messina and Solara Haslett help out at a Castor Bay working bee, organised by the 
council to launch Conservation Week. Photo: Keeley Watson. See pages 24 and 25.



The RangiToTo obseRveR  Page 2 September 27, 2019

Letters to the Editor  
Topics should be local.  

Noms-de-plume or submissions  
without a name will not be printed. Email to  
news@rangitoto-observer.co.nz or post to 

Rangitoto Observer, PO Box 32 275, Devonport. 

Grill your local candidates

113 x 60 

FUNERALS 
NELSON & SUSAN 

ELLIOTT 

YOUR LOCAL  

Red line on the green one

A major cycling event at Takapuna has 
been canned due to uncertainty around when 
Hurstmere Rd works are due to start.

The Criterium National Championships – a 
multi-lap race – had become a pre-Christmas 
fixture around the streets of Takapuna in 
recent years.

However, Cycling New Zealand decided to 
shift the race to Christchurch on 17 Novem-
ber this year “with Takapuna, the long-stand-
ing home of the event, unable to host it due 

to significant urban redevelopment works 
taking place in the second half of 2019.”

The Hurstmere Rd works are not now due 
to start until early 2020. 

The event may not be lost to Takapuna for 
good. Cycling New Zealand has decided to 
share the hosting rights between the North 
Island and South Island on a year-about basis.

Losing the Criterium event in 2019, which 
brought thousands of people to Takapuna, 
was very disappointing for businesses, 

Takapuna Beach Business Association chief 
executive Terence Harpur told a Devon-
port-Takapuna Local Board workshop earlier 
this month.

With no timetable or construction plan, the 
Hurstmere Rd upgrade had proved difficult 
to work around, Harpur said.

After much lobbying, construction would 
start after the “Christmas period” to allow 
Hurstmere Rd businesses uninterrupted 
pre-Christmas trade, Harpur told the board.

National cycling event canned due to road works

Takapuna has five free festival events 
planned for the next year, starting with 
a Christmas Carnival on 30 November.

The other events are: a Summer Days 
Festival on 18 January 2020; an Asian 
Food Cultural festival in February/March 
2020; an Easter Carnival in April 2020; 
and a Winter Lights event in June 2020.

The events are organised and paid 
for by the Takapuna Beach Business 
Associat ion (TBBA) wi th some 
financial  support from the Devonport-
Takapuna Local Board.

TBBA chief executive Terrence Harpur 
said the events were essentially the 
same as were held successfully the 
previous year.

The Asian Food event was well 
attended despite the “pouring rain”, 
and was particularly popular with North 
Shore’s growing Asian community, 
Harpur said.

The association had applied for 
$38,000 from the board for the five 
events, with bulk funding helpful as it 
allowed better planning and a reduction 
in administration costs, Harpur told 
a Devonport-Takapuna Local Board 
workshop earlier this month.

The Summer Days festival attracted 
people from all over Auckland. The 
events were important to Takapuna 
and its businesses as it grew to be 
recognised as a metropolitan centre, 
Harpur said.

Consultants interviewed own  
staff for $20,000 report

A firm of consultants interviewed its 
own staff for feedback as part of a $20,000 
report on Devonport-Takapuna park and 
reserve use.

The methodology behind a  Boffa-Miskell 
report, Devonport Takapuna Community 
Parks Activation Options – Service As-
sessment, was heavily criticised by Devon-
port-Takapuna Local Board member Mike 
Cohen at a board meeting last week.

Findings by its landscape team were 
reviewed in five interviews with local 
residents. 

Free festival 
events return

“The interviewees were all colleagues 
from different areas of the company and 
covered a range of age groups and family 
types,” the Boffa-Miskell report for Auck-
land Council said.

Cohen said for the $20,000 spent on the 
report he would have expected “real people 
in the community” to have been interviewed 
from the outset, not just Boffa-Miskell staff.

The company also went out to visit parks 
during the school holidays             when it 
was common knowledge many people living 
in the Devonport-Takapuna area were away 
on trips, so usage findings were distorted, 
Cohen said.

A council officer said wider community 
consultation on how to better use parks 
would form the next stage of the work.

The board adopted the report, although 
Cohen abstained from voting.
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Confused about who to vote for? 
Help is at hand in our Election special, 
pages 8-14. 

Meanwhile, the deadline for posting 
your local election voting papers is 
8 October. The last day to vote by 
dropping papers into a ballot box, such 
as at Takapuna Library, is noon on 12 
October. Official results will be declared 
17 October.

Observer to rescue
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From page 1

Community water 

14,000sqm of the reserve.
Board members were unanimous in support 

of the garden.
Member Jan O’Connor said as it was the 

first Korean Garden in Australasia she hoped it 
could receive funding from council’s regional 
parks budget.

The garden was likely to become a major 
tourist attraction, easily accessed from the Ako-
ranga Bus Station by cruise ship passengers, 
O’Connor said.

Member Grant Gillon said it was nine years 
since a memorandum of understanding had 
been signed between council and the garden 
trust supporting the establishment of the Ko-
rean Garden.

Council will now call for public submissions 

about the proposal.
Member Mike Cohen said as part of the 

development process car parking needed to 
be addressed.

Lake House Trust manager Grae Burton, 
speaking in the public forum prior to the 
meeting, said the trust broadly supported the 
establishment of the Korean Garden, near the 
trust’s building and grounds.

However, it was concerned about the devel-
opment’s impact on the trust, which had 65,000 
visitors per year. The trust had developed gar-
dens and carparks at its own expense, he said.

Around 60 carparks were available for visi-
tors, which would need to double if the Korean 
Garden went ahead, Burton said. 

See images, pages 20 and 21. 

Korean garden plans blossom

Work on stage one of the $2 million 
Korean Garden at Barrys Point Reserve 
is hoped to begin by the end of 2019.

The exact timing of the start would 
depend on the speed of council approvals 
and the outcome of a public notification 
of the project, said Korean Garden Trust 
member Paul Lee.

Lee understood it was the first public 
Korean Garden to be established in 
Australasia.

He said it was a very significant 
milestone for both Korean residents and 
New Zealand as a whole. 

Korean gardens 
first for Australasia

Top football player Kelli Brown scored 11 
goals in one match for New Zealand last month, 
but it was not her greatest achievement in the 
white shirt.

Brown (18), who joined the Forrest Hill 
Milford club this year, followed up the 11 goals 
in the 30-0 win against Samoa in the Oceania 
under-19 women’s championships with a hat-
trick in the team’s 5-0 win against Tahiti.

However, she still recalls a 30m strike against 
Finland in the Fifa World under-17 tournament 
in 2018 as her best moment on the world stage so 
far. It was nominated for goal of the tournament, 
in which New Zealand won bronze.

“Its probably the best goal I’ve ever scored – 
it was pretty surreal to see it on TV,” says Brown.

It was in sharp contrast to her goal fest against 

Samoa, which Brown described as “strange”.
“I was coming off a season where we were 

playing in a boys league (a Football Ferns team 
played in an Auckland under-17 Metro league) 
and we were getting beaten week in week out.

“So it was pretty cool to be scoring a few 
goals again.”

Brown, a winger, is hoping the goal-scoring 
form will continue for her Northern side in the 
seven-team National Women’s League which 
kicked off last Sunday. The finals are on 15 
December.

A strong showing by Brown in the league 
could see her come into contention for the New 
Zealand squad for the 2020 Olympics in Japan.

“It would be awesome to be part of (the 
Olympics)… I just have to keep pushing myself 

and training hard and treating every game like 
a trial situation.”

Motivation is not a problem for Brown. “I 
just ask myself why – why am I doing this… 
you can’t slack off.”

Also looming is qualifying for the under-20 
women’s World Cup in Nigeria. No dates have 
been set but is likely to be after the Olympics.

Brown hails from a lifestyle block outside 
Hamilton and began playing football aged four 
in a team coached by her aunt.

She joined Forrest Hill Milford this year, 
after enrolling for a three-year degree in sport 
and exercise science at AUT. 

“Ideally I’d like to be a strength and condi-
tioning coach to help out athletes.”

At the moment she is working on herself.

Soccer ace Kelli hopes to continue goal-fest party

Top goal-scorer... Kelli Brown knows how to get the ball in the back of the net
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WWW.TEAMGEORGEWOOD.ORG.NZ

1. Get Lake Road upgrade finished
2. Improve beach water quality
3. Improve coastal public access
4. Enhance our parks and reserves
5. Improve playgrounds and toilets
6. Push shopping centre upgrades
7. Improve the safety on our roads
8. Improved ferry & bus services
9. Upgraded skateboard parks
10. New BMX pump tracks

11. Upgrade our community centres
12. Deliver a dog friendly park
13. Kennedy Park improvements
14. Resolve 3 Victoria Rd, Devonport
15. New Bayswater ferry terminal
16. Esmonde Rd cycle/walking links
17. Upgrade Allen Hill Stadium
18. Achieve well designed urban build
19. Joint ventures for new facilities
20. Support Waterwise Programmes

Team George Wood has a strong focus to:

MOVING FORWARD POSITIVELY

VOTE TEAM  
GEORGE WOOD

TE

JENN  
McKENZIE

IAN  
REVELL

GEORGE 
WOOD

MIKE  
SHEEHY

GAVIN  
BUSCH

Authorised by G. Wood, 54 Grenada Street, Forrest Hill. 021 0822 0925
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‘Plastic fantastic’ limited to six days

A floating waterpark has been given 
permission to operate on Lake Pupuke in 
January 2020, but for a much shorter time 
than its operators wanted.

The inflatable obstacle course was granted 
consent by the Devonport-Takapuna Local 
Board to open for six consecutive days on 
the lake off Sylvan Park, cut back from its 
application for a whole month.

Waterworld operated the waterpark over 
six days at the same spot in April. No issues 
were identified or complaints from the public 
lodged, a report to the board meeting last 
week said.

Residents’ groups and neighbours opposed 
the January application. 

“A plastic fantastic in the middle of a 
nature reserve” did not fit in with the “ideolo-
gy” of the area, Norma Bott from the Milford 
Residents Association told the board.

The group was “not the fun police”, but 
Sylvan Park was a tranquil recreation re-
serve, not a fairground, Bott said.

Immediate neighbour David Schnauer 
said the waterpark would be better located 
elsewhere on the lake. Council should also be 
mindful of the “commercial creep” created 
by such operators.

The board has discretion to grant the ap-

plication for up to six days. If any longer, a 
resource consent needs to be lodged.

Board member Mike Cohen said if the 
Waterworld application for a month was 
approved, next year the company would be 
applying for two months.

Member Jenn McKenzie supported Water-
world. “We’ve got kids here, it’s summer, it’s 
a little bit of fun.

“No complaints were made, there was no 
negative impact for residents. It’s another 
example of us stalling something that comes 
into our area,” she said.

Member Grant Gillon said kids had 
seemed to enjoy the waterpark in April, 
and he could see its positive aspects. But 
he was wary of increased commercial use 
of the lake.

Member Jan O’Connor felt the nearby 
quarry lake might be a better spot.

Board chair George Wood was concerned 
the board was being forced to make decisions 
without officers first canvassing residents 
and other lake users. It was a similar situa-
tion to last April when a consent was rushed 
through at the last minute, he said.

• As part of the consent Waterworld has 
to consult lake users, including Madloop 
Windsurfing and the Pupuke Boating Club.

Longer stay floated... A waterpark on Lake Pupuke will be open for 
fewer days than operators hoped, after a local board decision

Giant step for paths
Footpath maintenance is set for a 

major shot in the arm with a massive 
increase in government funding.

The New Zealand Transit Authority 
is now funding 51 per cent of footpath 
maintenance.

Damaged footpaths which posed a 
health and safety risks were repaired 
quickly by Auckland Transport, but other 
poor pavements often had to wait for 
rolled-out maintenance programmes, 
a meeting of the Devonport-Takapuna 
Local Board was told last week..

Much of the backlog of work on 
footpaths would now be able to be 
cleared over time.

Council section saved
A council section at 2 Forrest Hill Rd, 

which was saved from sale, is now being 
assessed to establish what its best use 
would be, the Devonport-Takapuna 
Local Board was told last week.

Verran on Takapuna history
Legends of travel around Takapuna 

will be shared by historian David Verran 
as part of heritage week. They include 
Maori journeys by waka; the story of 
Peter Brown, who reportedly walked 
from Devonport to Browns Bay along 
the coast; the tale of a 19th century 
horseback ride to visit the Brown family; 
and a car trip in the 1920s. At Takapuna 
Library, 10.30am, 9 and 16 October.

Pow-wow over bus stops
Auckland Transport has met with 

Milford Business Association manager 
Murray Hill to discuss changes to bus 
stops in Milford Rd that would remove 
seven car parks. Described by Hill 
as “fruitful”, the meeting followed an 
article in the Observer (30 August). AT 
will announce a decision in the next 
fortnight, media advisor John Nottage 
said.

BiketoberTim Bray Theatre Company

Sun 29 Sep 
- Tue 1 Oct 
10am-3pm

Little 
Yellow 
Digger

Join us at 38 Hurstmere Road 
during the school holidays for 
theatrical and cycling activities.

Sat 12 Oct
10am-2pm
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Bayleys alistar helem full page 

Whilst winter will be remembered for being 
a significantly quieter period for property 
sales, allied to lower levels of listings, the 
resultant impact as we head into spring 
is a strengthening of sale prices as buyer 
demand remains strong.

For the latest 3-month period to August, 
median sales price across the area covered 
by the Rangitoto Observer rose 4% as 
compared to a year ago to a level of $1.1m. 
This recovery is in contrast to the early part 
of the year when sale prices had generally 
been weak, dropping from a peak at the end 
of last year of $1.2m to a low of $950,000 
by June. 

This recent strengthening is most 
noticeable in the segment of 3 and 4 
bedroom properties where, as the chart 
shows, both volume sales as well as sales 
price have risen significantly. In the 3 months 
to August sales prices rose 14% to a median 
of $1.28m with sales volumes up 21% 
compared to this time last year.

Within the area the suburb experiencing 
the greatest level of activity is without doubt 
Milford. In the 12 months to August a total of 
147 properties were sold which represents 
a rise year-on-year of 22.5% and represents 
some of the strongest level of sales seen in 

the past 3 years. When it comes to prices, 
the latest median sales price rose 10% to 
$1.22m for the 12 months to August. This 
level of sales price is edging back to the peak 
last seen in August 2017 at $1.275m.

September is the start of one of the most 
active periods of the property calendar with 

an expected strong surge in new listings 
about to hit the market. The levels of buyer 
activity in the market has remained strong 
through the winter and is likely to continue 
through spring driven by ever more attractive 
interest rates as high street banks continue 
to compete to support buyers.

PROPERTY UPDATE - AUGUST 2019 

Alistairhelm.co.nz 
Written and produced by Alistair Helm, Licensed real estate salesperson

Alistair Helm
021 610 510 
alistair.helm@bayleys.co.nz
www.alistairhelm.co.nz

BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LIMITED, DEVONPORT,  
LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Spring sees strengthening sales prices across the area
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More For The Shore – It’s time for change
Danielle Grant and Dr. Grant Gillon 

want More For The Shore. 
We are both experienced local body 
representatives, having been Chairs and now 
Deputy Chairs of our respective local boards. 
We understand that being a councillor is much 
more than just putting on a brave face, crossing 
your fingers and hoping for the best. I t is about 
providing real leadership, asking the tough 
questions and making real decisions that improve 
the lives of the people and businesses in our 
community. We will use our experience, lengthy 
community service and business acumen to get 
more done for North Shore. Auckland Council 
needs to develop strong productive, collaborative 
partnerships with the community and local 
boards.  Grant Gillon and Danielle Grant will 
provide this strong interface with the Town Hall – 
Getting More For The Shore.

•  We want sporting groups funded to match the rest
of Auckland

•  Community facilities upgraded and funded to match
the rest of Auckland

•  Arts facilities supported and funded to match the
rest of Auckland

•  The Unitary Plan has let us down in our
neighbourhoods and our heritage and character
areas are under siege. We want a review of
Officers’ discretion

•  We want vibrant town centres that support local 
employment, success and growth

•  Our Takapuna Sunday market needs support along
with a vibrant design of the public open space at
Anzac Square

•  Reserves and open spaces should
be grown and not sold off

•  Pestfree programmes and volunteers
supported and programmes
expanded

•  Our precious Takapuna and Milford
beaches, streams, Lake Pupuke
and Wairau Estuary cleaned and
invested in

•  Targeted rates need to be spent
closer and more fairly to improve
water quality, and pest control.

•  Golf courses not sold off

•  We want pedestrian safety
enhanced with lighting  at busway
walkways, and improvements
around schools

•  There are too many dangerous
footpaths in our town centres and
pathways, we will advocate budget
for repairs.

Please refer morefortheshore.org.nz for further policy and information.  morefortheshore.org.nz   facebook.com/morefortheshore
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Feathers fly in Sunnynook showdown
Battling contenders and their critics 

piled into the election fray at a local-body 
candidates meeting in Sunnynook.

More than 40 residents attended the 11 
September public meeting at Sunnynook 
School, where the incumbent office-hold-
ers, in particular, came under scrutiny at 
question time.

Former Takapuna Community Board 
chair Margaret Field asked who would 
keep rates down through fiscal prudence. 

Trish Deans, a candidate on the Heart 
of the Shore ticket, took aim at wasteful 
projects, citing the $2.6 million cost of the 
Patuone boardwalk.

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board 
chair George Wood defended the Patuone 
walkway and cycleway spend, saying if 
the council gives the local board money 
to spend, it should spend it. This provoked 
heckling, which Wood responded to by 
telling other candidates to stop talking, so 
everyone could listen to him.

Mention of the cycleways got North 
Shore councillor Chris Darby citing his 
23-year advocacy for the SkyPath across 
the Harbour Bridge.

Heart of the Shore’s Iain Rea said let’s 
build cycleways, just not on natural en-
vironments.

Takapuna resident Franco Belgiorno-
Nettis asked whether his successful appeal 

of Unitary Plan decision-making methods 
in Takapuna would lead to changes.

Darby didn’t realise the appeal/judicial 
review had been completed. 

Local-board member and council candi-
date on the More for the Shore ticket Grant 
Gillon said the broader issue was people 
not knowing high-rise apartments could 
be built in their street and a tendency of 
council officers to use their discretion to 
push them through.

Many in the audience appeared bemused 
by the conflicting viewpoints. The chances 
of election day delivering a unified board 
and council seemed left in the dust.

Some subjective impressions of how the 
candidates came across: 

North Shore ward candidates
Grant Gillon (More for the Shore) 

gave an impassioned speech about his 
frustration with a lack of resources on the 
local board, sheeting the blame home to 
council for poorly executed Sunnynook 
projects and stating his goal, as it says on 
the box, of getting “More for the Shore”.

Danielle Grant (More for the Shore) 
raced through her pitch to “trust, empower 
and fund our local boards”. The Kaipatiki 
Local Board chair’s past projects, such 
as pest-free Kaipatiki, and goals, such as 
funding sports and community centres, 
may have failed to connect with the audi-

ence. Breathless by the end.
Richard Hills spoke confidently and at 

a relaxed pace about his track record on the 
Shore, illustrating a commitment to youth, 
public transport and water quality. Re-
freshing in his brown suit and greenstone 
pendant, as a young and liberal voice.

Chris Darby outlined his achievements 
as chair of the council planning commit-
tee, including the Auckland Plan, Unitary 
Plan and area plans. He claimed to be 
tackling the challenges of a growing city, 
including projects on the Shore, such as 
SkyPath and SeaPath, and light rail to 
the Shore. 

Oh, and “Kia ora, Sunnynook.”
Anthony Bunting: Absent.
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board 

candidates
George Wood (Team George Wood) 

spoke authoritatively about Sunnynook 
projects, but questions revealed some were 
overdue and others apparently half-baked, 
such as lighting in Sunnynook Park, which 
is there, but not where it’s needed.

Mike Sheehy (Team George Wood) 
started by saying he isn’t as slick as every-
one else, and came across as a genuine 
local businessman (32 years in Takapuna 
and one in Mairangi Bay), with compre-
hensive local knowledge and some skin 
in the game.

Local Body Elections

RUTH
JACKSON

JAN 
O’CONNOR

IAIN
REA

TRISH
DEANS

 FOR DEVONPORT-TAKAPUNA
LOCAL BOARD

heartoftheshore.co.nz

VOTE from 20 Sept to 12 Oct

VOTE 4 hEART Of ThE ShORE
Authorised by Trish Deans, 50 Mozeley Ave, Devonport 0624 
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Jenn McKenzie (Team George Wood) 
manages Lion Breweries’ brand and knows 
about “strategic leadership”. Came across 
as young, energetic – championing youth 
and family concerns. All very “rah rah” – 
and we were exhausted by the end.

Gavin Busch (Team George Wood). 
Sporting the same checked shirt as George 
Wood, the Devonport Rotary president 
came across as a strong community advo-
cate, at least in Devonport. “Similar sorts 
of things could happen in Sunnynook.” 

Ian Revell (Team George Wood). As a 
former National MP, the Castor Bay resi-
dent was articulate and relaxed – a smooth 
operator. Claimed to be a “ring-in” to Team 
George Wood and “agreed with everything 
on Sunnynook’s [community association] 
list”. Short on detail.

 Jan O’Connor (Heart of the Shore)
spoke about the popular, but poorly 
planned Sunnynook bus station, which 
has only one local feeder bus and is at the 
top of a hill, so difficult to walk or bike to. 
Solution would be AT Local, which rich 
Devonport doesn’t need anyway, only with 
a voucher option, for older people. Good 
idea, but isn’t Uber an option?

 Ruth Jackson (Heart of the Shore), 
claimed there was nothing on the Sunny-
nook Community Association’s list she 
didn’t know about. Said the board needs 
to listen to the community’s issues and to 
do more. Hard to argue with, but delivered 
so enthusiastically the bell rang and rang, 
before the adjudicator stood and asked 
Jackson to please finish.

Trish Deans (Heart of the Shore) 
spoke quietly about her advocacy work on 
Devonport Heritage. Said Sunnynook had 
a “fabulous plan”, but why hadn’t it been 
done? Spoke of environmental advocacy 
and fiscal prudency. Came across as a safe 
pair of hands .

Iain Rea (Heart of the Shore) talked 
about getting involved in community ac-
tion when Ngati Whatua let Ryman plan a 
humungous rest home over the road from 
his Devonport home. Rea has championed 
environmental issues since.

Danny Watson (#afreshapproach) 
gave an impressive mihi, followed by a 
brief but booming pitch for votes. Only 

candidate in a loud shirt and red trousers. 
Active in the Devonport community. High 
on personal dynamism. 

Toni von Tonder  (#afreshapproach)
Was the most fashionable candidate in 

black shirt and trousers and with a hash tag 
in the team ticket. Spoke about auditing 
school routes for safety and “art activa-
tions”, a prime piece of council jargon. As 
Devonport Business Improvement District 
manager, predictably corporate.

Kevin Brett (Trump NZ Party) shouted 
about “bloody rates” and the Unitary Plan 
creating “ghettos in your neighbourhood” 
and a rat infestation. “Old people are being 
rated out of their homes,” he said, inviting 
former Takapuna Community Board chair 
Margaret Field onto the stage to tell the 
audience she was being rated out of her 
home, an invitation Field declined. Brett 
concluded with theories, including “they 
are closing the Devonport naval base”. 
Added colour to the evening. 

Dee Scanlan (Trump NZ Party) has 
spoken to young people who think Auck-
land is boring. She is a legal executive who 
likes going to the library and dancing. She 
went to Sunnynook Community Centre for 
belly-dancing and was dismayed to find 
nobody uses the facility. (This got a laugh 
from the audience as the community centre 
is the busiest on the Shore, with up to 6000 
visitors in a busy month.)

Donald Horsburgh (Independent) is 
a Devonport resident, businessman, and 
long-time public servant, including as an 
IT manager at 10 Downing St. He read 
from his notes, promising to restore native 
bush, improve water quality and improve 
the safety of pedestrian crossings. Forgot 
to turn off his phone, which sounded like 
an alarm and rang several times.

Paul Cornish (Independent) is a 
long-time Devonport resident and char-
tered accountant. Read from notes about 
Copenhagen improving its city and the 
petitions he has signed. As a keen squash 
player and Jetts run organiser, he dreams 
of health and wellbeing for all. Oh, and 
more for Sunnynook and less dissent on 
the local board.

Aidan Bennett (#afreshapproach): in 
Japan for the Rugby World Cup.

TAKE ACTION

 "Milford Rotary
Information Evening" 

LIVE MUSIC
Every Friday

 27th Father and Son from 9pm

 4th Blackbird from 9pm

 11th Dean Te Paa from 9pm

 18th Nocturnal Collective from 9pm

 25th The Renegades from 9pm

REMEMBER
Weekly Specials

 MON Pie and Pint Day $20

 TUES Quiz Night  7.30pm 

 WED 2 for 1 Main Meal Night

  FRI Our famous Happy 
Hour from 4-7pm

  Kids eat FREE from the 
kids menu every weekend 
and throughout the  
school holidays

RUGBY
World Cup LIVE

All games will be shown LIVE  
at The Patriot

PATRIOT PICKS – MUST WATCH

Sunday 29th September 
Australia vs. Wales 8.45pm

 Monday 30th September 
Scotland vs. Samoa 11.15pm

 Wednesday 2nd October 
NZ vs. Canada 11.15pm

 Saturday 5th October 
England vs. Argentina 11.30pm

 Sunday 6th October 
NZ vs. Namibia 5.45pm

 Wednesday 9th October 
Wales vs. Fiji 11.15pm

 Saturday 12th October 
England vs. France 9.15pm

WHAT’S ON
IN OCTOBER

14 Victoria Road Devonport 
Ph 445 3010 

www.thepatriot.co.nz

LIVE MUSIC
Every Friday

 27th Father and Son from 9pm

 4th Blackbird from 9pm

 11th Dean Te Paa from 9pm

 18th Nocturnal Collective from 9pm

 25th The Renegades from 9pm

REMEMBER
Weekly Specials

 MON Pie and Pint Day $20

 TUES Quiz Night  7.30pm 

 WED 2 for 1 Main Meal Night

  FRI Our famous Happy 
Hour from 4-7pm

  Kids eat FREE from the 
kids menu every weekend 
and throughout the  
school holidays

RUGBY
World Cup LIVE

All games will be shown LIVE  
at The Patriot

PATRIOT PICKS – MUST WATCH

Sunday 29th September 
Australia vs. Wales 8.45pm

 Monday 30th September 
Scotland vs. Samoa 11.15pm

 Wednesday 2nd October 
NZ vs. Canada 11.15pm

 Saturday 5th October 
England vs. Argentina 11.30pm

 Sunday 6th October 
NZ vs. Namibia 5.45pm

 Wednesday 9th October 
Wales vs. Fiji 11.15pm

 Saturday 12th October 
England vs. France 9.15pm

WHAT’S ON
IN OCTOBER

14 Victoria Road Devonport 
Ph 445 3010 

www.thepatriot.co.nz

NZ vs. Italy 5.45pm

Local Body Elections
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Candidates for Devonport-Takapuna Local Board

#AFRESHAPPROACH 
  
I’m standing to provide 
a fresh approach 
and a positive voice 
for our community. I 
want to build genuine faith in our local 
board. I will actively prepare our slice 
of paradise for the future by supporting 
our town centres to prosper, cleaning 
up our beaches and waterways and 
protecting our coastal environment for 
the next generation. I have a proven 
record of community and business 
leadership. Vote for #afreshapproach.

AIDAN  
BENNETT

Local Body Elections

KEEP OUR OPEN 
SPACES
Community life has 
been a focus for 25 
years, with my passion 
and energy influential in 
the reinvigoration of the 
Victoria Theatre and two squash clubs, 
AND the staging of community events. 
I’d put this experience to strategic use, 
focusing on the conservation of our open 
spaces, supporting community groups 
and improving transport links. Through 
collaboration I’d form part of an effective 
board and, as a Chartered Accountant, 
achieve optimal value from board funding.

HEART OF THE 
SHORE
My commitment is 
to genuinely consult 
with the community 
and improve local board engagement 
with council, so that we can build a 
high-quality local infrastructure, develop 
a coherent public transport system, 
contest the removal of local services, 
safeguard our natural and heritage 
environment, strengthen our libraries, art 
centres and community amenities, and 
promote positive mental health policies. 
I have developed the experience to 
provide that voice.

VOTE for the ONLY TEAM with the proven record to fight for retaining the 
Takapuna Beach Holiday Park and the Takapuna Carpark - Home of the Sunday Market

SHORE ACTION

authorised by John Gillon, 186 Beach Haven Rd, 021 0497933
Council & Local Board Local Board Local Board Local Board Local BoardCouncil     

PAUL  
CORNISH

TRISH 
DEANS

INDEPENDENT
I am a Devonport 
resident of 16 years, 
a business owner with 
senior management 
experience in private 
and public sectors, including seven 
years at 10 Downing St. To get the 
best for everyone, the board must 
improve its engagement to understand 
the communities’ needs. We need a 
constructive, working relationship with 
council to get things done. To deliver, the 
board requires skill, enthusiasm and tact 
– less politicking and more action.

DONALD 
HORSBURGH

HEART OF THE 
SHORE
I love the Shore and 
am a vocal communi-
ty advocate. We face 
enormous growth, and I will fight to stop 
the sale of our public land and commu-
nity facilities so desperately needed to 
serve future generations. I am committed 
to genuine consultation and democra-
cy – not decisions made behind closed 
doors. I will champion urgent action on 
our polluted waterways and beaches, 
better public transport, and faster fixes 
when things are broken.

TEAM GEORGE 
WOOD
I am 32 years old. I 
live in Takapuna and 
have been a past 
president of Takapuna Rotary and a Girl 
Guide leader in Hauraki. I am a positive 
and passionate voice advocating for 
our area. I am a strong networker who 
builds collaborative relationships. I am 
results-driven and motivated to achieve 
our local board goals. I bring an unbi-
ased, strategic approach and open mind 
to issues in our area.

RUTH  
JACKSON

JENN  
McKENZIE

TEAM GEORGE 
WOOD
I’m 48 years of age, 
live in Narrow Neck 
and work in Takapuna. 
My children attend St 
Leo’s Primary and Belmont Intermediate 
School, and I am on the Board of St 
Leo’s Primary School. We need a board 
that will work and engage better with 
council, ensuring we see faster progress, 
not barriers and obstacles, to getting our 
area moving forward. I will listen to your 
concerns and advocate on your behalf.

GAVIN 
BUSCH

INDEPENDENT
I would find solutions 
for Lake Rd, upgrade 
Northcote and 
Bayswater wharves, find sensible 
parking solutions at busway stations, 
keep rates low, and keep our money 
in assets and services. No park sales. 
I support fair distribution of money 
for northern board areas, including 
Sunnynook. I support our rich history 
in our heritage buildings and arts. I 
value all our community groups and 
volunteers.

MARY-ANNE 
BENSON- 
COOPER TRUMP NZ PARTY

The council rates 
us highly. I want 
rates down. I I 
hate the Unitary Plan, 
with its ghettos, poverty, disease, crime, 
and rats. Let’s kill it, and the rats. Water 
bills are too high. I want them down. 
Our older residents are being rated out 
of their homes. That must stop. I want 
our Navy Base to stay... Stuff the greedy 
developers. I love our area.

KEVIN 
BRETT
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Candidates for Devonport-Takapuna Local Board

HEART OF THE 
SHORE
A third-term board mem-
ber, I live in Hauraki, 
after many years in 
Castor Bay. Transport is 
our major problem. Lake Rd has been 
on the back burner for too long. Buses 
need seamless connectivity. I oppose 
parking meters for Devonport or Milford. 
AT Local service needs vouchers and  to 
be extended to Sunnynook/Forrest Hill/
Castor Bay. We must protect community 
assets especially our Takapuna Library. 
Vote for Heart of the Shore.

TRUMP NZ PARTY  
 
Vote Dorothea 
Akenese Scanlan. I’m 
with the Trump New 
Zealand Party. We 
stand against the Unitary Plan or any 
development in our local area. This we 
resist and fight on all levels. Unitary Plan 
equals overcrowding equals poverty 
equals diseases equals crime. We stand 
against increasing general rates and 
water rates. Water is a free resource so 
why is it so expensive?

JAN 
O’CONNOR

DOROTHEA 
SCANLAN

Local Body Elections

HEART OF THE 
SHORE
I’m standing for the 
local board to contin-
ue existing voluntary 
community work. I care 
about how we create a better, shared 
future. I’ve learnt that no individual or 
agency has all the answers and posi-
tive change comes from constructive 
dialogue. We own our city and share 
its natural environments – I’ll champion 
those rights. Council shouldn’t just hear 
ideas from the community, it needs to put 
that experience to use.

TEAM GEORGE 
WOOD
I have a wealth of com-
munity experience and 
want to give back to 
the same community that has support-
ed me so generously for many years. I 
have substantial local connections and 
knowledge combined with governance 
experience. I am excited to see our area 
thrive and with a dependable team we 
can make it happen. I joined this team to 
move projects and opportunities forward. 
I have a clear vision for the Shore and 
think it’s time to ditch those holding us 
back from reaching our full potential.

IAIN  
REA

IAN  
REVELL 

TEAM GEORGE 
WOOD
I’m Mike Sheehy and 
live in Bayswater. I have 
extensive community 
governance experience, including: past 
president of Takapuna Beach Business 
Association, Takapuna and Bayswa-
ter Community Board member. I am a 
longtime retailer, having owned a business 
in Takapuna for over 30 years. We have 
spent too long being held back and it’s 
time to get the momentum building. I am 
results-orientated and determined to see 
our area prosper.

MICHAEL 
SHEEHY

FUTURE FOCUS
Locally we are facing 
many challenges. 
Auckland is strug-
gling with carbon 
emissions, waste and congested roads. 
A business-as-usual approach won’t 
provide solutions. Auckland’s departing 
Chief Sustainability Officer said, “There 
doesn’t seem to be a critical mass of 
people wanting to drive the ambition (to 
change).” I bring the ability to under-
stand complex issues, strong business 
leadership skills, determined advocacy 
and most importantly the determination 
to effect necessary change.

JOHN  
WOOD

A FRESH APPROACH
There’s a palpable 
mood for change in 
our community; and 
for good reason. We 
need to build relation-
ships, not walls. The growing pains our 
area is experiencing provide an exciting 
opportunity to deliver better outcomes 
for all; but we need better governance 
and engagement. I’m a member of our 
business, arts, school and zero-waste 
community; I bring the relationships and 
understand the local board function. Vote 
for #afreshapproach.

TONI VON 
TONDER

TEAM GEORGE 
WOOD
Current board chair; 
extensive experience 
in chairing meetings.  
Nine years mayor of former North 
Shore City and six years councillor on 
Auckland Council. Experienced leading 
projects; achieved $47 million in budget 
for Lake Rd upgrade in 2018. Working to 
improve beach water quality and resolve 
pollution issues in Milford Estuary. Big 
advocate for improved public transport 
– established the Northern Busway while 
mayor. Supporter of arts and community 
facilities.

Authorised by J M Bergin, 3/12 Prospect Tce, Milford.

For Council

Joseph 
BERGIN

George 
WOOD

Fair Deal For Shore
 www.fairdeal.co.nz   facebook.com/fairdeal4shore   twitter.com/fairdeal4shore www.fairdeal.co.nz   facebook.com/fairdeal4shore   twitter.com/fairdeal4shorewww.fairdeal.co.nz  www.fairdeal.co.nz  www.fairdeal.co.nz  facebook.com/fairdeal4shore  facebook.com/fairdeal4shore  facebook.com/fairdeal4shore  twitter.com/fairdeal4shoretwitter.com/fairdeal4shoretwitter.com/fairdeal4shoretwitter.com/fairdeal4shoretwitter.com/fairdeal4shoretwitter.com/fairdeal4shoretwitter.com/fairdeal4shoretwitter.com/fairdeal4shoretwitter.com/fairdeal4shore www.fairdeal.co.nz   facebook.com/fairdeal4shore   twitter.com/fairdeal4shore

GEORGE 
WOOD

A FRESH APPROACH 
Kia ora. Local politics 
is just that, local. It is 
about the village you 
live in having a voice 
that will be heard by 
Auckland Council. 
From Sunnynook and Forrest Hill down 
to Devonport we all want the same 
things – clean beaches and waterways, 
less congestion on our roads and 
support for the local issues. Let’s do it 
together, combine, make some noise 
and get results.

DANNY 
WATSON
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North Shore ward candidates
Local Body Elections

INDEPENDENT
I have lived on the Shore for 40 years. 
From the Navy in Devonport to busi-
nesses in Albany and Takapuna. I have 
been building on the Shore for the last 10 
years and shake my head at the money 
wasted by the council with regard to the 
RMA and the building-consent process. 
We need a new face who doesn’t believe 
in closed-door meetings, who believes 
that we the ratepayers are paying the 
wages of the councillors we elect. 
Someone who knows how a business 
should be run. If you want a straight 
shooter, vote for me.

MORE FOR THE 
SHORE
Building a strong, 
resilient community. 
Ensuring Auckland 
Council is held to account on trans-
port, the environment and infrastruc-
ture. Experienced businesswoman, 
who has served the North Shore for 
the last six years. Ensuring collabora-
tive partnerships that deliver measura-
ble outcomes. More For The Shore, to 
grow business, protect and clean our 
environment, care for our most vulner-
able, focus on council core business 
and to get our community moving.

ANTHONY 
BUNTING

DANIELLE 
GRANT

TAKING THE SHORE 
FORWARD
Having secured 
$47m for Lake Rd, 
my big-picture vision 
includes transforming public transport, 
progressing light-rail to the Shore, bring-
ing Fullers into line, upgrading Takapuna 
bus station, delivering SkyPath, creating 
thriving local centres, making all beach-
es swimmable all the time, securing a 
fair share of funding for the Shore, and 
caring for climate through the eyes of 
our children. With your support I will 
continue to tackle the big issues and 
take the Shore forward. 

A POSITIVE VOICE 
FOR THE SHORE
I’ve worked with others 
to deliver positive 
outcomes for our 
community: dramatic increases in public 
transport; action on water quality for 
Takapuna/Milford/Castor Bay; record 
investment in parks; Shore’s first youth 
facility; Lake and Hurstmere Rd funding; 
SkyPath/SeaPath. Priorities: better public 
transport; safer streets; town centre 
investment; funds for arts, parks and 
environment. We need to plan responsibly 
for future generations.

MORE FOR THE 
SHORE 
Using experience, 
lengthy community ser-
vice, business acumen 
and PhD (Public Policy) 
to get more done for Auckland and North 
Shore. Developing strong, collaborative 
partnerships with community and local 
board, providing strong interfacing with 
the town hall. Enabling higher water quality 
on our beaches, Wairau estuary and Lake 
Pupuke, supporting our natural environ-
ment, community, arts centres, pest-free 
programmes. Getting public transport 
back on track, and reducing congestion. 

CHRIS  
DARBY

RICHARD 
HILLS

GRANT  
GILLON

In the last local government 
elections, 2016, in the Devonport-
Takapuna Local Board area council 
figures show there were: 
• 42,350* potential electors 
• Of those, 19,090 (45.1%) voted, 
compared with a national voter 
turnout of 43 per cent 
• Almost 2000 returned a vote on the 
last day 
• 210 special votes were issued.

Nationally, the highest voter turnout 
in 2016 was in the 70-plus age group 
(89 per cent) and lowest was in 
the 18-29 age group (34 per cent), 
according to Local Government New 
Zealand.

*Rounded to two decimal places

ELECTION FACTS

Two veterans back ‘wisdom of community’
Long-standing local body politicians Grant 

Gillon and Mike Cohen were farewelled from 
the Devonport-Takapuna Local Board last 
week.

Cohen is retiring from politics, while Gillon 
is seeking election to Auckland Council rather 
than standing again at the local level.

Cohen completed 21 years as a local body 
politician, including spells as chair of both the 
Devonport Community Board and later the 
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board.

Gillon has had two terms as an MP and 
served on the Kaipatiki Local Board, as well as  
the last two terms on the Devonport-Takapuna 
Local Board – as chair for half the last term.

Both said they were honoured to serve their 
community. 

In his leaving speech, Gillon said despite 
what the public might think the local board had 
been quite united until recent months, when the 

Takapuna Square issue arose. Often it was con-
structive to disagree and argue through issues.

However, much of the board term was spent 
fighting fires, he said. It had to wage a battle to 
save five parks being sold off, and funding for 
Lake Rd redevelopment, taken away in 2015, 
was only reinstated when the board put Lake Rd 
forward as its one major project for the next 10 
years. The fight to return the historic building at 
3 Victoria Rd to the community was ongoing.

Gillon said council policies were constrain-
ing the real influence local boards should have 
on the city. He had learned that on many  issues 
the board needed to “respect the collective 
wisdom of the community… which on the 
whole are quite often right when you take a 
holistic view”.

Mike Cohen said he always took his cue 
from the community rather than top-down from 
the council. He strived to bring local people into 

the decision-making process “tent”, so they 
were part of the solution.

Residing in the  Devonport-Takapuna 
board area were some of the “best brains in 
New Zealand”, many of whom were more 
than happy to offer expertise to bolster 
and sometimes counterbalance the view of 
council officers.

It was sheer luck he had been elected to 
public office, but he loved every minute of it: 
working with the community and community 
groups “trying to do something” positive.

The role of a local body politician was so 
rich and fulfilling he was always amazed more 
people did not stand for election.

• Gillon and Cohen’s departures mean at 
least two new faces will be on the local board 
in the next term. Incumbents George Wood, Jan 
O’Connor, Jenn McKenzie and Mike Sheehy 
are all seeking re-election.
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Pressing issues facing the local board 
 • Beach pollution, Wairau Estuary 

and Milford Marina, Lake Pupuke, and 
Safeswim. Twenty  years ago, there were 
stories about a cash-strapped North Shore 
City Council needing to spend the lion’s 
share of its budget cleaning up North Shore 
beaches through improved infrastructure. 
Two decades on, little has changed, it 
seems.  Water quality at our beaches is poor 
after rain, and Milford Marina is becoming 
a cesspit of pollution from industrial run-
off. How the Devonport-Takapuna Local 
Board marshals increasingly organised and 
skilled local interest groups in the quest for 
action from Safeswim and other council 
departments to improve water quality could 
be key to its success or failure.

• Environment protection and infill 
housing. The population growth in Taka-
puna/Milford and the Devonport Peninsula 
from apartments and new housing is putting 
pressure on sensitive areas like Ngataringa 
and Shoal bays. How the board balances 
the need to  protect rare-bird breeding areas 
and natural habitats with the  increasing de-
mands for recreation, access to the coastline 
and push for walkways and cycleways is 

emerging as a flashpoint.
• Lake Rd, still. A $47 million upgrade 

is budgeted, but hold-ups in setting up a 
team to implement it means it is still at the 
planning stages. It’s one of the key board 
projects, but being handled by Auckland 
Transport (AT). No doubt the board will  
take a lot of stick for any botch-ups. In 
reality, there are too many cars on the road; 
more needs to be done to reduce the volume. 
The  upgrade will only be a temporary fix 
until rail comes to the Shore and tramline 
spurs run to Devonport and Bayswater.

• Board relevance and influence. The 
board has been divided for much of its last 
two terms, making it difficult to put a united 
front to council on key issues: the fight for 
Takapuna Square being an example. It has 
also had a fractious relationship with its 
two North Shore ward councillors; at one 
stage, board members passed a vote of no 
confidence in the councillors and at other 
times they were barely on speaking terms. 
Council sources say boards have a smooth-
er run with officers and decision-makers 
when a united board and councillors work 
towards similar goals, such as getting an 

equitable slice of our rates spent locally.
• Transparency and openness in deci-

sion-making. The board is one of only two 
in the city to hold open workshops (Kaipa-
tiki is the other). This is an important part 
of the democratic process, as workshops are 
where bad, inappropriate or sometimes just 
plain silly ideas from council officers can 
first raise their heads. Council and AT staff 
are often exposed to public scrutiny – some-
thing they are not always comfortable with. 
However, under George Wood’s chairman-
ship there has been a behind-closed-doors 
creep, with a series of private briefings held 
between the board and the Tupuna Maunga 
Authority and AT, which puts this openness 
at threat. The board oath for members  is 
to serve the interests of the residents of the 
area. Serving the interests of council or its 
agencies is not mentioned. 

• Engagement with residents. Council 
increasingly uses online surveys and Face-
book to publicise events and seek feedback 
on issues and plans. Board meetings are 
often poorly attended. How the board keeps 
its constituents up-to-date with relevant 
council developments needs revisiting. 

Dismay at Devonport-heavy candidate list
Sunnynook residents are concerned about 

whether they will be adequately represented by 
the Devonport-Takapuna Local Board after the 
October elections, with a majority of candidates 
living in Devonport.

More than 60 residents, mainly from Sunny-
nook and Forrest Hill, attended the public meet-
ing at Sunnynook School on 11 September, to 
hear from candidates for the North Shore ward 
on the council and the Devonport-Takapuna 
Local Board.

Sunnynook Community Association co-chair 
Peter McNee introduced the candidates, saying 
the audience wanted to hear what they would 
do for the North Shore ward and for locals at 
Forrest Hill and Sunnynook.

Not all the candidates fulfilled the request, 
leaving locals asking who lived in the area 
and whether their suburb would be adequately 
represented.

“Put your hand up, if you live in Takapuna, 
Milford, Forrest Hill, Castor Bay or Sunny-
nook,” resident Tabitha Becroft challenged the 
candidates.

Three candidates put up their hands – George 
Wood, Jenn McKenzie, and Ian Revell, all from 
Team George Wood.

Safety is a particular concern among resi-
dents. Questions revealed dissatisfaction with 
the current board over a lack of lighting of a foot-
path on the northern side of Sunnynook Park, 
as well as the location of a proposed skatepark.  

Sunnynook’s community constable, Penny 
Rusbatch, asked why, after years of commu-

nity lobbying for a skatepark, the board was 
proposing to put it in an entirely different place 
to where young people wanted it and police 
believed would be safe.

Wood said the space the community wanted 

wasn’t large enough, provoking much heck-
ling, with residents saying they would prefer a 
scaled-down version in their desired location.

Heart of the Shore’s Ruth Jackson said it 
was another example of the board not listening.
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Is Takapuna the vibrant town that it needs to be?
Auckland city was planned to service car 

needs. The time has come to design, build, and 
retrofit for future cities and towns that service 
the human need which goes beyond the need 
of having a car. There are social and pragmatic 
pressures from the younger generations who 
want to live sustainably and reduce the harm 
of climate change, from the older generation 
who want to retire close to services, so they can 
maintain their interdependence, and in general 
from people wanting to live in a pleasant envi-
ronment with plenty of places to connect and 
socialise. Compact cities and towns that are 
walkable, cyclable, close to work, services, 
amenities, educational institutions, medical, 
parks, other natural attractions, and social 
places are the answer for a sustainable, healthy 
future. Takapuna can be that place.

I am encouraged by the progress to date 
with regards to the plans to develop Anzac 
carpark into a vibrant space where people can 
socialise, spend time, play, work, relax and 
enjoy living. There has been a lot of discussion 
and debate about these developments which I 
have personally participated in. The 40 Anzac 
St area is at present a 250-space car park located 
in a prime location in the centre of Takapuna 
between Anzac St and Lake Rd, next to Potters 
Park. The site is planned to be a vibrant hub that 
includes a new town square of at least 3000sqm, 
and a mix of shops, businesses and residential 
apartments. 

What would I like to see in this space? A 
town square that is functional and large enough 
(at least 3000sqm) to allow temporary struc-
tures to attract the arts and creative activities, 
sport and recreation (e.g. basketball hoops), 
gardens with connected paths, interactive 
water features, definitely no through car traffic, 
areas for public events (market, special interest 

groups), spaces 
and features for 
youth and old-
er adults who 
often are not 
catered for in 
these develop-
ments, connec-
tion to Hurst-
mere Green 
and Takapuna 
Beach,  and 
most impor-
tantly universal access catering for disabled 
people and young families. Store frontages are 
important, as are restaurants, cafes, and some 
apartments to allow living close to the town 
centre. A lot to consider isn’t it?

Even so, it is important to ensure that the 
town square size is maintained as close to the 
maximum that is already proposed to ensure 
that it delivers the quality of life, health, 
social, ecological and economic benefits for 
Takapuna’s residents. Conserving public land 
and turning it into urban green/open space is an 
important strategy for the future of Takapuna 
and its residents. What’s the reason for this you 
may ask? Lots. It promotes physical health, 
adjusts psychological well-being, provides 
recreational opportunities, a place to relax and 
enjoy the environment with family and friends 
and participate in outdoor activities, enhances 
social ties, is good for businesses as more 
people wander around, provides educational 
opportunities, can serve as air pollution purifier, 
maintains and enhances the quality of life of 
people as they age, promotes the physical and 
mental growth of the children and participation 
in physical activity.

The physical and psychological health of 

Takapuna residents needs to become a priority 
during  planning and development. The resi-
dents’ expectations are that the provision and 
protection of urban green/open space must be 
at the top of anyone’s agenda to ensure that 
the quality of life for Takapuna’s residents is 
maintained. We hope that those in charge of 
these developments are willing to abide by the 
principles they set out in their documents and 
to design green/open space projects that are 
shaped by community needs. 

Status quo is not the answer for Takapuna. 
Elections are coming soon. We need people 
who are committed to realising the vision for 
turning Takapuna into the vibrant city that it 
needs to be. A lot of work has been undertaken 
to date and it is important that we have people 
who represent us (especially the younger gen-
erations) and who can continue the good work. 
We expect council and local board members to 
advocate on behalf of its residents for a vibrant 
and family-friendly Takapuna that:

• Includes a town square that is vibrant with 
open/green space for social events, sport and 
recreation, and mix of businesses, retail and 
residential structures

• Plans for a more walkable Takapuna, by 
extending developments to other streets like 
Hurstmere Rd to become fully pedestrianised

• Prioritises – the quality of life and health of 
its residents during decisionmaking

• Cares for the environment by finding 
ways to eliminate congestion on Takapuna/
Devonport roads.
Erica Hinckson, Professor 
of Physical Activity and the 
Environment, AUT-Millennium, 
and a member of the Anzac Civic 
Square Group

Erica Hinckson
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Takapuna’s 
townscape disaster 

We will be most interested to see 
anything that comes from “Unlock 
Takapuna”. And, on its present 
showing God forbid Panuku having 
any involvement. Planning Takapuna is 
a paradox. Successive planning studies 
over 20 years have identified one 
paramount factor – a critical need for 
a good linkage between the Hurstmere 
shops and our incomparable beach. But 
nothing happens! The proposed Anzac 
St car park development will do nothing 
and is only a project to enable Panuku to 
sell off land it has no moral right to sell. 
The land between Hurstmere Rd and 
the beach is a townscape disaster. It 
is ridiculous some of the most valuable 
land in the borough is used for dumping 
unwanted cars. It is an unsightly mess. 
And Gould Reserve contributes very 
little. There was just a chance the 
walkway down from Hurstmere Green 
could be continued down to the sand. 
But then the excellent playground was 
built right in the way. So any extension 
of that path will have to go around. Will 
“Unlock Takapuna” have the courage to 
develop Gould Reserve as a public park, 
with paths, deciduous shade trees, 
seating, an amphitheatre for The End 
of the Golden Weather, and cafes down 
on the beachfront; somewhere one can 
sit in comfort and enjoy Rangitoto, the 
Gulf, and the superb view generally? 

    Denys Oldham

Letters

Your correspondent Bruce Tubb is 
wrong when he suggests that now might 
be the time for George Wood and his 
cronies to be put out to pasture. That 
time was around 1986.
Isaac Donaldson

Going for a swim is good for you – 
outdoors, fresh-air and a refreshing dip in 
the ocean. Right? Well, not always, says 
Safeswim.  It will red-list your beach when 
the risk of getting sick breaches 2 per cent.  
That is, when two in every 100 bathers are 
likely to get sick.   

Living in a traditionally low-pollution 
environment, us Kiwis are hard-wired to 
view beaches and the ocean as healthy.  
Consequently, we don’t connect sickness 
with swimming. The common sicknesses 
from swimming at contaminated beaches 
are tummy upsets, cold- or flu-like con-
ditions, skin and ear infections. We tend 
to blame the tummy upset on something 
we ate, and assume we caught a cold from 
someone else.

Most at risk are young children, as they 
play in the shallows where contamination 
is worst. If there are breaking waves, bugs 
travel in the seaspray to be inhaled as well 
as swallowed. Young children, the elderly 
and those with low immunity are most 
vulnerable.

Would you dine at a restaurant where two 
out of every 100 diners got sick? This is 
the threshold that Safeswim (and everyone 

else) uses. Quite a low bar.
There is no firm plan by council to fix the 

recurring contamination in a timely fash-
ion. It just isn’t going to happen given the 
current level of commitment and resource.  
We need to let council know that they have 
done a great job with Safeswim monitoring, 
but the job isn’t finished until they actually 
fix the problems and prevent recurring con-
tamination. Given the low bar of two out 
every 100 swimmers getting sick, the least 
council can do is to ensure that our streams 
and beaches stay below this threshold. If we 
don’t speak up, the assumption will be that 
we are okay with how things are.
Dr Guy Armstrong

Council needs to finish job  
it started with Safeswim

ALTOGETHER  BETTER Residential  / Commercial / Rural / Property Services

With 10 years in the industry, and most recently 18 months 

selling commercial real estate, Kathryn is now back doing what 

she does best – selling residential homes on the North Shore.  

Call Kathryn today! BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, TAKAPUNA,  
LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008.

021 490 480
kathryn.robertson@bayleys.co.nz

Kathryn Robertson

BETTER
ALTOGETHER

When is  
George O’Clock?
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The popular Christmas by the Lake concert 
at Milford was hanging in the balance as the 
Rangitoto Observer went to press with a major 
sponsor still to be secured.

The event which featured the Auckland 
Symphony Orchestra and choirs from five 
local schools was attended by around 2000 
in 2018.

However, it was a possibility Christmas by 
the Lake would “not happen this year” due to a 
lack of funding, Milford BID manager Murray 
Hill told a Devonport-Takapuna Local Board 
workshop earlier this month.

Last week Hill told the Observer organisers 
were still waiting on a leading sponsor to 
confirm. The event was planned for Novem-
ber 24.

The community “loved the event” and 
would be “traumatised” if it didn’t go ahead, 
Hill said.

The event also included food trucks, face 
painting, photos with Santa and a toy van.

However, Christmas by the Lake cost 
around $70,000 to put on: the stage cost 
$16,500 alone and the monster screen $7500, 
Hill told the board.

Even with funding from sponsors and 
$15,000 from the local board, Christmas by 
the Lake was around $13,000 short for 2019, 
Hill said.

The Milford Business Association had 
been making up the difference, but members 

simply couldn’t afford to meet the costs, 
which were going up each of the four years 
the festival had run.

Board member Mike Sheehy said Christ-
mas by the Lake had become an iconic festival 
and he was concerned if it was in jeopardy.

In an impassioned  plea to the local  board 
for more money, Hill said he was  at his 
“fundraising limit’ to entice sponsors and 
supporters.

Hill said it was ridiculous that $1 million 
was being spent on a new playground in De-
vonport when a few extra thousand could not 
be found to support Christmas by the Lake.

Board members said while they supported 
the festival, financially their hands were tied 
as increases in spending were frozen.

Chair George Wood said the local board’s 
budget was stretched to the maximum 
already.

Christmas by the Lake needs more funding

The amount of funding available to Devon-
port, Takapuna and Milford for America’s Cup 
events was to become clearer last Monday as 
the Observer went to press. 

Auckland Tourism, Events and Economic 
Development  (ATEED) will make a pres-
entation to the “BID (Business Improvement 
District) family” on how to apply for money 
from an America’s Cup funding package, 
BID growth specialist Claire Siddens told a 
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board workshop 
last week.

Devonport will be a focal point for America’s 
Cup action, and board member Jenn McKenzie 
was concerned that ATEED had committed no 
budget to the area, or to Takapuna and Milford.

Millions of dollars are being spent on the 

city side of the harbour by ATEED and it was 
important “to get some clarity on how local 
BIDs are going to be funded” to support the 
America’s Cup programme, McKenzie said.

Devonport BID manager Toni van Tonder 
said the Devonport Business Association had 
set up a cup sub-committee and held workshops 
and community meetings with input from  
ATEED’s America’s Cup events chief Brad 
Pivac.

An action plan has been developed and a paid 
part-time grant-writer and fundraiser employed 
to support the association, van Tonder said.

She felt the DBA has a “very good relation-
ship” with ATEED over the cup.

“We feel this is a great opportunity to show-
case Devonport,” van Tonder said.

America’s Cup 
funding details this week 
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Milford 09 489 5049
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Professional Quality Service 
•  Gasfitting •  Certifying/Licensed
•  Digger Hire •  Plumber/Drainlayer 
•  All Aspects of Plumbing & Drainage

Contact Dan
info@obornplumbing.co.nz
www.obornplumbing.co.nz

0800-143-051 or mob 021 119 3227

ObOrn 
PlumbinG 

AnD DrAinAGE lTD

Plumbing, Gasfitting, 
Drainage, Roof Leaks

MAINTENANCE SPECIALISTS
Prompt courteous service

Fully insured for your peace of mind

Certifying Plumber, Gasfitter and Drainlayer

Call Mat 
0800 277 566

We guarantee 
our Workmanship

Backed by over 35 years’ experience 
of quality preparation and painting

ph ross kingdom 
021 723 413

registered 
professional painters

Reach your 
Milford / 
Takapuna 
customers 

cost-effectively  
sales@rangitoto-observer.co.nz 

Phone COLIN on 480 5864

RECOVER YOUR
LOUNGE SUITE

Call us for a free quotation and put the life
back into that favourite chair or lounge suite

AWARD FURNITURE

Phone Ron van Geuns - Mob: 021 022 36825 or Hm: 410 1321

The Bays Painter Decorator

Quality House Painting
30+ Years Experience
Free No Obligation Quotes

Reliable and Affordable
Owner-Operated Business
No Job Too Small!

Bays Painter A5 Flyer.indd   1 20/05/11   11:43 AM

Phone Ron van Geuns - Mob: 021 022 36825 or Hm: 410 1321

The Bays Painter Decorator

Quality House Painting
30+ Years Experience
Free No Obligation Quotes

Reliable and Affordable
Owner-Operated Business
No Job Too Small!

Bays Painter A5 Flyer.indd   1 20/05/11   11:43 AM

Phone Ron van Geuns - Mob: 021 022 36825 or Hm: 410 1321

The Bays Painter Decorator

Quality House Painting
30+ Years Experience
Free No Obligation Quotes

Reliable and Affordable
Owner-Operated Business
No Job Too Small!

Bays Painter A5 Flyer.indd   1 20/05/11   11:43 AM

Phone Ron van Geuns
Mob: 021 022 36825 or Hm: 410 1321

Quality House Painting
30+ Years Experience
Free No Obligation Quotes
Reliable and Affordable
Owner-Operated Business
No Job Too Small!

RENE GARDENING

SMALL & MEDIUM TREES 
HEDGES  

& SHRUBS 
GARDEN TIDY UPS

PRUNING –TRIMMING
WEEDING – MUCH MORE

Too tired to tidy up your garden?
Call today and get your tidy garden back!

facebook.com/ReneGardening

rene.keishi@gmail.com
Kei: 021 134 5604

NatioNal 
ProPerty 
ServiceS 

• interior exterior painting
• plaster house repaints
• concrete swimming pool paints
•  water blasting and  

house soft washing
• deck building and restoration

www.nps.nz
ph 09 476 2107 
or 020 476 2107 

Professional Quality Service
Craftsman Plumber and Gasfitter

New installations
Repairs and Maintenance
Precision Plumbing 2010 Ltd

david@precisionplumbing.co.nz
www.precisionplumbing.co.nz

Ph 021 841 745
David Mortimore 

North Shore based renovations, 
new builds, design & project  

management since 1985.

Trustworthy licensed builders specialising  
in residential alterations/extensions, 

kitchens, bathrooms, tiling, re-cladding.

Contact Alex Carey on  
0274 660 666, or visit our website 

www.efd.kiwi

Blocked Drains 
Sewer and Stormwater, 

Tree root removal 
unblock Toilets,  

Basins, Showers etc 
CCTV camera if required 

Ph 021 841 745
Same Day SerViCe

Royal Design & Drapes
Made to Measure

Curtains, roman Blinds,  
roller Blinds, Venetian Blinds, 

shutters and tracks

15 yeaRs expeRience 

royaldesign.gk@gmail.com 
www.royaldesign.nz

Gabrielle 021 050 4961
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VISIT OUR SHOWROOM:  
96 Hillside Rd, Glenfield, Auckland   
Hours: 8 - 5 weekdays

Call our designers to bring your 
ideas to life. Free consultation. 
10 year workmanship guarantee.

Phone 09 443 4461

www.neodesign.co.nz

kitchens
DESIGN   MANUFACTURE   INSTALL

Reporter
wanted

Mid grade reporter required for the 
Devonport Flagstaff and the newly 
launched Rangitoto Observer. You 
need to be a hard-working and 
motivated journalist, with a nose 
for news, the ability to turn around 
clean copy quickly and take quality 
photos.
We are an experienced multi-
award-winning team committed 
to independent journalism. The 
role includes covering club sports, 
controversial council projects, quirky 
hobbies and festivals to crime.
 Writing for a community newspaper 
involves evening and weekend work. 
Send  your  CV and covering letter 
to managing editor Rob Drent at  
news@devonportflagstaff.co.nz. 

Vintage food dishes from the 1920s to the 
1950s with a modern twist will be served at 
Milford cafes and restaurants as part of its 
Pirate Heritage Day on 7 November.

The aim of the event is to build on the 
history of Milford’s seaside pirate-ship 
dance hall. 

The dance hall was so popular people 
used to catch a ferry from Auckland to 
Bayswater and then tram to Milford to dance 
there, Business Improvement District (BID) 
manager Murray Hill told a Devonport-
Takapuna Local Board workshop earlier 
this month.

No food trucks will be allowed at the 
heritage day, to allow local cafes and 
restaurants to prepare special vintage dishes, 
Hill said.

Other initiatives planned as part of the 
day include:
•  a family treasure hunt, a pirate photo 

competition prior to the event, and prizes 
for best-dressed pirate on the day

•  a vintage fashion show at the Milford 
Centre

•  the possibility of using space in the Milford 
Centre for a pirate ship dance hall, with a 
group of dancers doing demonstrations.

The event would cost $10,000 to put on, 
said Hill, with the BID asking for a $5000 
grant from the local board. 

Festival marks pirate heritage

Yo-ho-ho... old Milford Pirate 
Shippe dance hall, restaurant and 
tea room attracted folk from all 
over Auckland from 1929 to 1957 

Cup winners... Back row: Mine De Belder (manager), Matthew 
Thompson (coach), Taimana Iversen (coach). Middle row: Louis 
Upton, Benjamin Stoffel, Jack Scott, Chase Templeton, Michael Bain, 
Reuben D’Souza, Christian Forsyth-Jones, Oliver Murray. Front row: 
Cameron Hill, Lachlan Rutherford, Jamie Cammell (captain), Santino 
Rodriguez, Benjamin Develter

The Rosmini College year 7 hockey 
team became the AIMS hockey champions 
on 13 September, winning their final 
against Northcross Intermediate.

Ear l ie r,  they  bea t  the  top- ra ted  
“Goliath” of Whangarei’s Kamo College 
in the semi-finals, says manager Mine 
De Belder.

For the final, Rosmini students crowded 
into the school’s Tindall Auditorium at 

midday to watch a live stream of the 
victorious game.

Meanwhile, Rosmini College’s 1st XI 
recently won the Auckland Supercity 
Premier  Hockey competi t ion af ter 
finishing sixth last year. Rosmini beat 
St Kentigerns 2–1 in the final of the 
tournament, which concluded on 21 
August. Westlake Boys 1st X1 placed 
third in the competition.

Rosmini hockey teams bring trophies home

Classifieds
ACCOMMODATION.

Dutch family (two children) looking for a temporary 
home in North Shore. We love pets. Arriving Auckland 
on Jan 20, and can stay between 1-6 months. Email us on  
deboerart@gmail.com or phone +821 0303 62102

“ Carefully 
loving your  
little angel  
as they learn  
and grow”

0-6
years

open: 7am
close: 6.00pm Takapuna

OPEN DAY, 10am-2pm 
10, 11 & 12 October
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Korean Garden plans win approval
Story, pages 1 and 3

Aerial view... The layout of 
the $2 million Korean Garden 
development planned for  
Barrys Point Reserve, 
incorporating a variety of parks, 
walks and pavilions 

Blossoming idea... An artist’s impression of the traditional lake and 
Jung-Ja Pavilion 

SUPPORT WORKER/S 
NEEDED for Local Boy

Our non-verbal, sociable son 
is keen to find a new Personal 
Assistant. Great sense of humour, 
empathy, a willing to learn, think 
on your feet & a passion for help-
ing others is a prerequisite. It also 
pays to be fit and enjoy walking.

Experience a plus, but full training 
given in tube feeding, powerchair 
operation, seizure management, 
hoisting and personal cares.

Driving Licence Essential
Applications in ASAP

To apply send CV & Letter of Application
Email: nz.kimberlygraham@gmail.com

WEEKEND FLEXIBLE HOURS!
Hourly Rate: $20-$25 p/hr
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Formal lines... The Noo-Gak Pavilion and paved square

A community forum, where people 
from outside the health sector give 
input into health-board decisions, has 
held its first two meetings in secret. 
Waitemata District Health Board (DHB) 
formed the forum earlier this year. Now 
chief executive Dale Bramley says it 
is the group’s decision as to whether 
it opens the meetings up. “I will be 
recommending that they have their 
meetings in public,” Bramley told the 
DHB’s Hospital Advisory Committee.

The forum has already proved its 
worth by looking at informed consent 
and making suggestions for improving 
the process, Bramley said.

DHB health forum 
meets in secret

Contact Mark Spooner
Office: (09) 486 6099
Mobile:  (021) 221 2348
mark@insightaccounting.co.nz
www.insightaccounting.co.nz

   Let’s meet for a  
no-obligation chat  
about how we could  
help your business.

THETRUMP
NZPARTY

Dee ScANloN

VoTE Dee ScANloN
VoTE Kevin BRETT Kevin BRETT

RATES You are paying a disproportionate 
share of the Auckland Super City’s rate bill.  
The Trump Party wants those rates down.  
You are renting your own houses off the 
Council. Your water bills are through the 
roof.  We want them down.
THE UNiTARY PlAN is going to destroy 
our area. Three storey high apartment 
blocks or more will lead to ghettos, poverty, 
disease and crime plus more rats. Let’s kill it 
and the rats.
NAVY BASE Let’s kill this talk of closing 
down our navy Base.  The navy presence  
is preventing crime in our area.

Dee SCANLAN

VOTE Dee SCANLAN
VOTE Kevin BRETT Kevin BRETT
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Garden planned to welcome all
Forrest Hill resident and avid gardener 

Phoebe Atkinson has received clearance 
from Auckland Council to begin work on a 
community garden in Seine Reserve. 

Atkinson lives opposite the reserve in 
Seine Rd, with husband Dave and son Harley 
(4), who attends the kindergarten that backs 
onto the reserve.  

Her own garden has a vegetable patch, 
pollinating flowers, chickens and a beehive. 

“We have been living here since 2010 
and I am an absolutely avid gardener,” says 
Atkinson. 

“We look over that reserve every day, and 
one day Dave said it would be so cool to have 
a community garden there. 

“I initially thought it wouldn’t work, but 
one day I was dropping Harley off at kindy 
and a teacher said it would be great to have 
a garden there. 

“That was it – from there Dave got onto 
sending emails and we got the ball rolling.” 

Atkinson has been working with the 
community and Auckland Council since 
September 2018 to reach an agreement for 
the gardens, which will include vegetables, 
fruit trees, flowers and herbs. 

“The focus is sustainability with organic 
principles,” says Atkinson. “We want to have 
an international section, so other cultures can 
share their own knowledge. 

“Living in the community, we all have 
neighbours but apart from backing down the 
driveway or crossing the street everyone is 
behind their fences. 

“We are so ethnically diverse in this area, 
I really see this garden as a chance to con-
nect through shared experience, connecting 
intergenerationally and culturally.” 

Atkinson also envisages the gardens 
being used as an educational space for both 

the kindergarten and community, hosting 
workshops from time to time. 

“I love the idea of using it as a composting 
hub. I have a compost in my back yard and 
have a couple of families drop their compost 
off to me. I thought, wouldn’t it be great 
to have a compost there that parents could 
use on the way to dropping their kids to 
kindergarten.” 

Atkinson studied horticulture and has a 
degree in town planning. 

She is involved with the North Shore 
Birdsong Project. 

She and Dave have passed on their passion 
for gardening to Harley who helps in their 
own garden with the bee hive and chickens, 

and especially enjoys any chance to dig. 
Atkinson hopes to begin community 

working bees in the Seine Reserve, and to 
obtain some sponsorship from local busi-
nesses for seeds and plants. 

“It’s an evolving process. I see it being 
a hub for raising awareness. But there are 
also so many studies that prove gardening 
benefits mental health, physical health. 

“It’s a great opportunity to bring people 
together. 

“When people see it and are curious about 
it, venture in and have that first conversation 
with whomever is there at the time they will 
know straightaway that they are welcome 
and included there.”

Branching out... A committed gardener at home, Phoebe Atkinson is 
starting a community garden in a reserve near son Harley’s kindy 

Do you have friends or relatives who seem to have problems with their 
hearing? Or perhaps you have a friend with hearing aids who still doesn’t hear 
well, especially in noisy situations?  
There is a technique called ‘Clear Speech’ which is relatively easy to do and 
has been shown to result in at least 20% increase in clarity. It really helps, 
especially for people with hearing problems or when speaking in noisy 
background situations. 
•  Slow down your speaking rate, with more precise pronunciation. This 

involves emphasizing the beginnings and ends of words. 
•  Raise the volume of your voice slightly, but don’t yell or shout. 
•  Lastly, pause between key pieces of information. It’s the pauses which give 

people time to process the information. 
•  Also, be sure you are face-to-face with your communication partner so he/

she can get facial expressions, gestures and lip reading cues. 
•  Minimize background noise if possible. Turn down the music and pick a 

quiet area if possible (ie away from the barista and kitchen and any noisy 
groups).

•  Good lighting is important as well – so your listener can see your face. Be 
sure to avoid a glare from the window or back-lighting (sitting with the 
window behind you) which can put your face in shadows.

If you have concerns about a friend or family member’s hearing – 
encourage them to get a hearing test. If they have hearing loss – encourage 
them to try hearing aids and wear them every day!

love your hearing

Your local  
hearing expert  

– she’ll listen to  
your hearing story  
and will see you at  
your appointment  

– every time.

Hear every time.
North Shore.
Teresa Burns AuD, MNZAS

t: 09 475 9849
Location: Inside the Health - I Care Centre
215 Wairau Road, Glenfield, North Shore

www.teresaburnshearing.co.nz

How to Speak Clearly
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Citizen scientist tests Wairau faecal contamination
A teenaged citizen scientist has found 

unsafe levels of faecal contamination in the 
Wairau Creek waters of the Milford marina.

Using her invention of a compact port-
able incubuator, Genevieve Cartmell, 13, 
found active E. coli at 1200 colony-forming 
units per 100 millilitres, where counts over 
500cfu/100ml are considered high. E. coli 
can cause vomiting, diarrhoea and abdomi-
nal cramps in swimmers.

Genevieve took water samples from four 
sites at the marina.

“We found one of the samples with pretty 
bad levels. The rest of them, it was the salt 
water.”

Salt water from the nearby sea would kill 
E. coli. Genevieve plans to retest higher up-
stream and after rainfall, as E. coli attaches 
to sediment.

A Niwa scientist inspired Genevieve to 
create the portable incubator for use by cit-
izen scientists who want to conduct afforda-
ble and rapid water testing in their areas.

NIWA’s Amanda Valois visited a tech 
workshop that Genevieve, who goes to 
Ponsonby Intermediate, belongs to, called  
“AKL Mini-Makers” to teach E.coli water 
testing to the group. 

Valois challenged the children to make 
a low-cost incubator for culturing E.coli 
water samples. 

Genevieve took up this challenge, creating 
the incubator using 3D printing, recycled 
computer fans, lambswool insulation, open 
source software, and heat pads and a re-
chargeable battery that can be broken down 
and reused. 

Genevieve and her father Nigel connected 
with a newly formed Wairau Creek water 
activist group through social media.

In 2018, the incubator’s prototype won 
Genevieve gold in the national Bright Sparks 
competition for her age group.

Tech eco-warrior... Genevieve Cartmell, 13, labels samples from the 
Wairau Creek before testing them in a portable incubator she made

Brendan to fix green background

(09) 368 0150 
forsythbarr.co.nz

 
This column is general in nature and should not be regarded as 

personalised investment advice. Disclosure Statements for Forsyth Barr 
Authorised Financial Advisers are available on request and free of charge. NS
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Warren Suttie
Barry Perrow 

The Reserve Bank of 
New Zealand has cut the 
Official Cash Rate (OCR) 
from 1.50% to 1.00%, an 
historical low. 

Many of us recall the OCR 
sitting at 8.25% just before 
the onset of the Global 
Financial Crisis. At the same 
time, we are reading more 
about the negative interest 
rates in other parts of the 
world. 

While the current interest 
rate trajectory in New 
Zealand is good news for 
borrowers, those living off 
their savings are likely to 
be very concerned and are 
probably thinking it is time 
to consider other options,-  
especially those that offer 

more attractive yields than 
bank deposits. 

Financial markets offer 
a range of opportunities for 
investors. Selecting the best 
option will depend on an 
evaluation of your personal 
financial circumstances, 
your attitude to investment 
risk and whether or not you 
are an experienced investor. 

As Authorised Financial 
Advisers, we manage 
personal investment 
portfolios for clients. 

These portfolios are 
typically spread across 
several asset classes (cash, 
fixed income, property and 
shares, both in New Zealand 
and offshore). 

We continually review 
each client’s portfolio with 
the objective of ensuring 
it is consistent with their 
personal needs and 
objectives. For an obligation 
free chat please contact us.

Barry Perrow and Warren 
Suttie are Authorised 
Financial Advisers with 
Forsyth Barr, North Shore. 
To arrange a meeting to 
discuss your investment 
objectives in confidence,  
contact us on  
(09) 368 0154 or email 
ns@forsythbarr.co.nz

Interest rates move  

We have moved
After nine years we have 
re-located to new offices at 
the following address:  

Forsyth Barr North Shore,  
Ground Floor,  
Air New Zealand Building, 
The Avenue,  
Smales Farm, 
Takapuna. 

We look forward to 
discussing investment 
options with you at our new 
office in the near future.
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All ages dig Castor Bay working bee

Starting young... Youngsters Sam Rawstron, Chloe Mackie and Jody Rawstron were among about  
40 locals who planted 255 native plants in Castor Bay’s Braemar Reserve on Sunday, 15 September

Cameron Bagrie  
More Candid Views
Join us to hear more candid views from Cameron Bagrie. He’ll discuss the 
current ‘mixed bag’ that is the NZ economy and the chase for yield/return 
as interest rates fall. What’s good for borrowers hurts savers. Cameron 
will also explain why he believes there needs to be the shift in focus to 
the long-term, highlighting how some have been too focused on what he 
calls ‘short-ism’. Finally he will provide an update on the current global 
market scene, where politics are ‘trumping’ economics.

Also sharing his views will be Rob Mercer, Director/Equities,  
Wealth Management Research at Forsyth Barr.

Seminar details:

Date: Tuesday, 15 October 2019  • Time: 10.30am–12.30pm
Venue: B:Hive Business Centre, Smales Farm, 72 Taharoto Road, Takapuna
Register online to attend this complimentary seminar at www.forsythbarr.co.nz/seminars  
or RSVP directly by calling 09 368 0150.

Cameron has been an 
economist for 20 years. 
For over 11 years he was 
the Chief Economist at 
ANZ, where he developed 
a reputation for taking a 
forthright stand on even the 
hardest of economic issues. 
He’s also worked as an 
economist at the National 
Bank, Treasury and Statistics 
New Zealand.
His approach to economics 
is pragmatic and 
non-ideological.

0800 367 227 
forsythbarr.co.nz

 Disclosure Statements for Forsyth Barr Authorised Financial 
Advisers are available on request and free of charge. FO
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18 Barrys Point Rd (next to Countdown)  |  0800 468 836  |  designconcepts.co.nz

Get your outdoor area summer ready.

Premium outdoor furniture  
without the Parnell price tag.

Joint effort... Clockwise from below: 
Luke and Alice Donovan were among the 
volunteers; Auckland Council community 
programmes ranger Anna Bane, who gave a 
talk about conservation at the start of the 
day, and Stuart Smith, a regular volunteer 
at the reserve; hungry crew gather at the 
barbecue.
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We’ll be there when you need us.

The care you deserve,  
at a price you can afford
We offer:
•  A New Zealand-owned company  

focused on caring for our community
•  Cremations from $2,100 and very competitively priced funerals
•  Eco-friendly options
•  Discounted funeral costs when you meet with us  

in advance to record your wishes
• Zero-fees pre-payment plan for added peace of mind

We’re available any time of the day or night,  
so simply call us on (09) 477-2433.

Hazel James 
Manager/Funeral Director

Ryan Berry 
Funeral Director

office@windsorfunerals.co.nz        windsorfunerals.co.nz

Over-zealous pruning of trees on a council 
reserve next to Lake Pupuke has earned Milford 
Tennis Club a $300 fine.

The club had a working bee ahead of the 
opening of its new clubrooms, pruning native 
trees between the courts and Lake Pupuke, 
leaving seven or eight reduced to trunks about 
2 metres high. 

“They didn’t chop any trees down, as such. 
They pruned them,” says club administrator 
Katherine Woodward.

“ We did it with the best of intentions. We are 
trying to keep our courts safe. They get slippery 
with a lot of debris from the trees. 

“Some courts are in the shade all day and they 
get mucky and slippery and members can slip 
over. We have our own concerns about liability.”

Auckland Council confirms it received a 
complaint on 20 August that trees were being 
removed.An officer went out and established 
the trees had been trimmed and not removed 
in Sylvan Park.

The officer fined the club $300 and gave it 
a warning for undertaking the work without 
getting permission from the parks department 
or obtaining a resource consent.

“This case is disappointing, as trees contribute 
to Auckland being a desirable place to live and 
are an important part of our natural heritage 
and identity,” team manager of compliance 
investigations Kerri Fergusson says.

The officer asked the group to remove the 
debris, which, when the Observer visited, had 
not occurred.

An Auckland Council senior arborist 
confirms the trimmed trees and vegetation will 
regrow in time. 

Some tree species that were subject to the 
trimming included karaka, kohekohe and a 
coprosma tree, Fergusson says.

The clubrooms were built with community, 

Tennis club fined for pruning trees on reserve

Saw point... A range of native trees on reserve land were pruned in   
a Milford Tennis Club working bee

council and local board support, after the 
previous ones were deemed earthquake-prone.

Fergusson did not want to say how much the 
new rooms cost.
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Rosmini jazzmen strike chord with judges

Winning gold at the Auckland Schools 
Jazz Band competition for the second year 
running is down to their music teacher and 
“a lot of practice”, a top Rosmini College 
band says.

The five boys in the Rosmini Premier 
Combo Band practise together after school 
once a week, but say they draw on their 
10-or-more hours a week of personal 
practice when they improvise.

“It’s the most democratic form of music, 
because everyone gets a say,” drummer 
George Brajkovich says.

The boys also credit their music teacher, 
Trevor Thwaites, who is an accomplished 
jazz musician and composer in his own 
right.

“Trevor’s a great educator and teacher and 

I don’t think we’d get there without him,” 
Brajkovic says.

“He always thinks outside the box and 
changes things. You’d think because he’s 
old he’d be a jazz-police guy, but he’s not.”

This year, the band branched out to 
perform a more funky jazz song by The 
Meters, as well as pieces by Freddie 
Hubbard, Nat Adderley, Chick Corea and 
Miles Davis.

A total of 48 school bands competed in 
the competition over three weekends in 
July and August, with the Rosmini Premier 
Combo Band winning gold in the heats, out 
of around 40 combo bands.

The boys, who range in age from 16 to 18, 
all play multiple instruments, and perform 
with numerous other bands and orchestras.

All that jazz... the Rosmini College Premier Combo Band (left to 
right): Justin Pereira, Filip Kus, George Brajkovich, Ben Drury and 
Nathan Dsouza 

PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY

Kathryn 
Robertson
Residential Sales

021 490 480

E: kathryn.robertson@bayleys.co.nz
W: kathrynrobertson.bayleys.co.nz

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

WHAT’S ON @
Takapuna Library

FOR CHILDREN & YOUTH 
Wriggle and Rhyme 

Active movement programme for chil-
dren 2 years and under. 

Mondays 9:30am and 11:30am* 
Rhymetime 

Music, dancing and rhymes 
for pre-schoolers aged  
18 months to 5 years 

Tuesdays & Thursdays 9:30am 
4-UP – Get ready for school 

Learn, read, listen and write alphabet 
sounds through stories, handwriting 
tasks and craft activities for children 

aged 3 to 5 years. 
Wednesdays 11am 

^six-weekly rotation. 
Check with library for dates  
*runs during term time only

Wicked Wednesdays - ThinkLab 
ThinkLab is where you can experi-

ment, get digital, be creative and think 
outside the square. 

For ages 8+ 
1st Wed of the month 3:30pm* 

Wicked Wednesdays - Game On 
Attention all young gamers! Join us 

after-school for an hour of board 
games, Minecraft and multi-player 

Xbox. B.Y.O.D. 
2nd Wed of the month 3:30pm* 
Wicked Wednesdays - WordLab 

Aspiring poets, lovers of prose and 
creative writing are all invited to come 

along to share and create.  
Aimed at 13+ years. 

3rd Wed of the month 3:30pm* 
Wicked Wednesdays - Lego Club 

Use your creativity and imagination to 
complete Lego challenges 

4th Wed of the month 3:30pm* 
Storytime 

Stories, songs, and fun for  
children up to five years old. 

Saturdays & Sundays 2:30pm* 
Te Reo Rhymetime 

Waiata, kanikani and nga- korero.  
Everyone welcome -  

come and join in the fun! 
2nd Sunday of the month 2:30pm 

A Takapuna Normal Intermediate student 
has raced her way to sailing victory at the 
AIMS games in Tauranga.

Daniella Wooldridge won gold in the open 
girls category of the BIC championship.

Wooldridge sailed in the O’pen skiff race, 
which was new this year. Previously, only 
Optimist yachts were raced.

Meanwhile, fellow TNIS student Katie 
Mulcahy took part in the Optimist gold fleet 
where she went on to win second female 
sailor.

“They have both done a lot of training 
building up to AIMS to ensure they could 
achieve their goals, which they did,” says 
teacher Jadyn James.

Takapuna Normal’s Daniella wins gold 
in BIC sailing champs at AIMS games

Top sailors... TNIS’ Katie Mulcahy 
(left) and Daniella Wooldridge 
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Takapuna2040
VoTe for new CounCillors 

loCal Body eleCTions

•  Darby, supported by Hills, has ardently supported 
the sale and redevelopment of the Takapuna 
Central Carpark since 2016 when he moved a 
Council resolution to sell the car park (supported 
by George Wood) BEFORE any consultation had 
occurred on what should happen to the site.
•  Takapuna will be left with a small town square
•  No convenient parking close to Hurstmere Rd.
•  A 400m walk from the new carpark to Hurstmere 

Green.
•  The local board was effectively sidelined during 

the process.
•  Darby has said that any surplus funds raised by 

the sale of these properties will be redirected to 
other parts of Auckland.

•  Darby has consistently supported Panuku and its 
token consultation against the views of the local 
Board, as has Hills .

•  In 2016 , Darby also voted for adopting a long 
term budget which left out: 
•  $54 million allocated towards the Lake Rd 

upgrade ($47m put back in after local board 
lobbying)

•  Nearly $16 million in funding for upgrades to 
the Bayswater and Northcote Ferry Terminals

•  A $3.5 million upgrade to the Takapuna Bus 
Station

•  Darby also supported the reduction in budget 
to the libraries and a reduction in Council 
involvement in social housing.

•  By contrast, Darby has supported the extravagant 
fit out of new headquarters for ATEED and 
upgrade of the old headquarters ($4 million). Hills 
has supported Business Class travel for Council 
staff.

And
•  Darby’s tenure as Chair of the Planning 

Committee has been accompanied by increasing 
numbers of planning consents for developments 
that grossly exceed the Unitary Plan rules for 
height and coverage, which are increasingly 
meaningless.

Neither Darby nor Hills have been the advocates 
we need for the North Shore. We do not believe 
they should continue to represent us.
We need new Councillors for the North Shore 
ward and consider that Grant Gillon and Danielle 
Grant are worthy of support as they have a well-
established and a proven track record of being 
highly responsive to local concerns.

Takapuna 2040 Inc (formerly Auckland 2040) is a community organisation and is not affiliated with any political organisation.

In July, Devonport-Takapuna Local Board passed a vote of No Confidence in Chris Darby and 
Richard Hills, current Councillors for the North Shore ward, in relation to the Central Car Park 
issue. There is a high level of dissatisfaction by the Board with their performance as councillors. 
Darby and Hills have repeatedly failed to act in the best interests of their community.

sTand up AND BE COUNTED



September 27, 2019 The RangiToTo obseRveR  Page 29 

 

Authorised by Aidan Bennett, 14 Blomfield Spa, Takapuna.

 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board

#afreshapproachDANNYDANNYDANNY
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Arty party draws crowd to Carmel College

Bubbles and art a 
vintage combination... 
artists and art 
aficionados enjoy 
Carmel College’s Art 
Fusions exhibition’s 
gala opening on 20 
September, which 
launched a weekend 
of art, fashion 
entertainment and 
scrumptious food 
(right): Caroline 
Elvy and artist Vicky 
Taylor; (below left) 
artist Trish Sinclair; 
(below centre) Carmel 
student and musician 
Gabrielle Cabotaje; 
(below right) artist 
Murray Peterson.
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Moves to protect the Sacred Grove po-
hutukawa trees on the Takapuna beachfront 
drag on, with a new concept plan developed 
by council after public feedback and discu-
sions with iwi.

The latest plan sees the existing boardwalk 
removed and access closed to the stone 
lookout. However, existing gated pedestrian 
access to the Sands, Rocks and Mon Desir 
Apartment blocks would be retained.

Access to the beach from the Sands apart-
ments at the southern end of the grove will 
also be retained.

Iwi want the grove closed to the public to 
offer greatest protection to the trees.

Arborists told a Devonport-Takapuna Lo-
cal Board workshop last week that to make 
walking along the boardwalk safe for the 
public, many of the trees would have to be 
trimmed to such a degree they would almost 
be left with just trunks.

Allan Morris, representing the Rocks and 
Mon Desir apartment owners, said residents’ 
first priority was the protection of the trees.

Graeme Marwick, representing the Sands 
Apartment owners, said part of the grove was 
a recreational reserve, part of it an esplanade 
reserve. Council had a duty on recreational 
reserves to protect the public first; on an 
esplanade reserve protection of the trees 
became paramount.  

He had a legal opinion to say the council 

could only close the grove for safety tempo-
rarily. Pohutukawa trees were resilient and 
could take a lot of pruning.

However, council officers said legally 
council could close the area for safety. Board 
member Grant Gillon said he wanted a full 
legal opinion on council obligations on the 
reserve.

Member Mike Cohen agreed, and added 
he wanted a clear deliniation made between 
the esplanade and recreation reserve.

Member Jan O’Connor wanted council 
to provide copies of all the land titles which 
related to the grove.

Council officers will now come up with a 
full design plan to be put to the board after 
the election. A resource consent may need 
to be lodged.

A move to allow Environment 
Takapuna to speak  about Sacred 
Grove at the board workshop was 
knocked back by chair George Wood.

Council officers had asked if 
representatives from stakeholders – the 
owners of apartments next to the grove, 
and iwi – could speak at the meeting, 
and Wood agreed to this.

The public are allowed to attend 
board workshops (at Devonport and 
Kaipatiki local boards) and should 
be able to have speaking rights on 
occasion, members Mike Cohen and 
Jan O’Connor said.

Cohen said there was nothing in 
standing orders preventing members 
of the public speaking.

O’Connor wanted Environment 
Takapuna to be able to speak at the 
meeting.

Wood stood by his decision, 
saying  the purpose of workshops was 
to give board members a better chance 
to gain information from officers, rather 
than to become a public forum.

Environment 
Takapuna 

blocked from 
speaking

New plan floated for Sacred Grove

The Rosmini College Senior Premier 
Basketball Team are now the Auckland 
Champs after beating Mount Albert 
Grammar School 80 - 48 on Friday 
24 August at the North Shore Events 
Centre.

Taine Murray, a Year 12, was also re-
cently selected for the Tall Blacks.

Rosmini basketball 
champions

Erakovich opens Milford Tennis Club’s rooms

Tennis top brass... Former NZ number 1 Marina Erakovic (second from right) opens the new Milford 
Tennis Club clubrooms on 8 September. Pictured with the club’s best female players, sisters Deshma 
Weerapperuma (left) and Sadheera Weerapperuma (right), plus long-time member Judy Tinnock, who 
reached the Wimbledon mixed doubles semifinals in 1954.
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premium.co.nz |  F ine Homes |  F ine Apartments |  F ine Li festyles
PREMIUM REAL ESTATE LTD LICENSED REA 2008

Immerse yourself in world class, inspirational architecture, remarkable tropical landscaping 
and a spectacular tranquil lakefront position all in the heart of Takapuna. Solid concrete 
construction throughout, gorgeous lake vistas from the four bedrooms, living spaces and the 
magnificent alfresco entertaining area. This unique property now offers you an exceptional 
opportunity to own and enjoy this significant and irreplaceable landmark home.

TAKAPUNA | 274 HURSTMERE ROAD | Awe-inspiring Lakefront Utopia

PREMIUM.CO.NZ/9852 | VIEW | SUN 1.15 - 2.15 PM OR BY APPOINTMENT
EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST | 07 NOVEMBER 2019 AT 4 PM UNLESS SOLD PRIOR

LEWIS GUY 021 867 355  
LewisGuy@premium.co.nz
TAKAPUNA: 916 6000 

VIEW | BY APPOINTMENT 
EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST | 23 OCTOBER 
AT 4PM UNLESS SOLD PRIOR

PREMIUM.CO.NZ/9859

Superbly located beside the sparkling waters of 
beautiful Takapuna. With 180 degree uninterrupted 
views over to Rangitoto Island and the Hauraki Gulf. 
Featuring five bedrooms plus a study, formal and 
informal living areas, three bathrooms (including 
en-suite) and double garage. 

TAKAPUNA | 31 CLIFTON ROAD | Iconic Clifftop Estate

RICHARD MILNE 021 770 611 | 916 6000
ROBERT MILNE 022 011 2494 | 916 6000

VIEW | MON-FRI 1 - 2 PM | SAT/SUN 2 - 3 PM
PRICE | CONTACT FOR PRICE 
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/9824

Comprised of 43 luxury residences ranging from two 
bedroom apartments to stunning three bedroom 
penthouses. Featuring large living spaces with 
expansive decks, sophisticated interior design and 
spectacular views. Just a short walk to the vibrant 
town centre and the sands of Takapuna Beach.

TAKAPUNA | 55-59 ANZAC STREET | Unveiling Katrine | Luxury Residences

GERRY PETRIE 021 923 352 | 916 600
ALISON PARKER 021 983 533 | 916 6000CONCEPT IMAGE


