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Pupuke pathway costs $4600 per metre

Native eels on slippery slope, children learn

Finny business… Preparing to perform in eco-musical Mama Longfin, Raquel Hunt (10) and other 
Takapuna Primary pupils make puppets and learn songs about the endangered native eel and other 
marine species with duo Toro Pikopiko Puppets. More on page 20.

A 180-metre stretch of controversial 
footpath along the edge of Lake Pupuke 
has cost ratepayers more than $800,000, 
leaving one local board member flabber-
gasted at the cost.

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board 
member Jan O’Connor questions whether 

the concrete path, running along a narrow 
causeway between North Shore Hospital 
and the North Shore Rowing Club, was 
even needed.

“I look at that pathway and I think, ‘Why 
have they done it?’,” she says.

O’Connor would prefer to have seen the 

council spend money securing the popular 
coastal walkway between Takapuna and 
Milford.

The path cost $831,000, including tech-
nical reports, consents, construction, ‘func-
tional artworks’ (concrete cubes), furniture 
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The population of Devonport-Takapuna 
has increased by more than 2505 people 
since 2013, but the area is growing more 
slowly than Auckland as a whole.

According to just released figures from 
the 2018 census,  57,975 people live in De-
vonport-Takapuna – a 4.5 per cent increase 
between 2013 and 2018.

Overall Auckland’s population has in-
creased by 11 per cent.

Devonport-Takapuna now has 3.7 per cent 
of the Auckland population, down slightly 
from 3.9 per cent at the 2013 census.

The population statistics are important as 
they are a key decider of where  Auckland 
Council spends money on projects.

Devonport-Takapuna has had a massive 
growth in its Asian population, which stands 
at 15,249, which is 26 per cent of the total 
population and up 4674 –  a 44 per cent  jump 
– since the 2013 census. Across Auckland, 
28.2 per cent of the population is Asian.

Residents in the Devonport-Takapuna area 
are mainly of European descent – 69.3 per 
cent, compared to 53.5 per cent across Auck-
land. Only 5.5 per cent are Maori compared 

Devonport-Takapuna’s growth slower than Auckland’s

and landscaping, according to documents 
released under the Local Government Offi-
cial Information and Meetings Act.

Milford Residents Association’s Norma 
Bott says a walkway was probably need-
ed, but the final cost is a “total waste of 
money”.

“That’s what the council does, using 
consultants rather than its own staff and 
talking to the community,” Bott says.

Local board member George Wood says 
the project would have required expensive 
engineering, as it is a difficult site.

Construction included a culvert, so the 
quarry lake could drain into Lake Pupuke, 
as well as shoring up the lake wall.

Lake Pupuke, a crater lake, is an “out-
standing natural feature” in the Auckland 
Unitary Plan, and the walkway follows the 
crater’s edge.

A council planner decided the consent for 
the path did not need to be notified, as the 
works maintained the natural basalt rock 
base, while the causeway itself had been 
previously altered to form a type of dam 
for the quarry lake. 

Over the past three years, Auckland 
Council has also been developing plans for 
walkways and boardwalks at the northern 
edge of the lake, near Milford.

So far, the council has spent more than 
$56,000 in consultancy fees to develop 
concept plans for the walkways, including 
consultation with iwi and the public.

No consent has been applied for yet, with 
plans on hold pending future discussions 
with the incoming local board.

$800K footpath ‘waste of money’

Walk this way... an aerial view of 
the causeway where a concrete 
path has been laid

to 11.5 per cent across Auckland. 
The Devonport-Takapuna area has fewer 

young people and more older people than 
the rest of Auckland, with 17.9 per cent of 
residents under 15 (compared with 20 per 
cent for wider Auckland), and 16.3 per cent 
65 or older (12 per cent across Auckland).

The median age in Devonport-Takapuna 

is 39.4 years compared to 34.7 years in 
Auckland.

The census found Devonport-Takapuna 
had 20,901 occupied dwellings, an increase 
of 402 (or 2 per cent) since 2013. Overall, 
Auckland posted an increase of 5.7 per cent.

Devonport-Takapuna had 1587 unoccu-
pied private dwellings. 

The former Takapuna Library 
building at 2 The Strand became 
vacant since an earthquake notice 
on March 2018. The 1955 heritage 
listed public building has now been 
unoccupied for 591 days. Its future is 
being considered under a Devonport-
Takapuna Local Board ‘optimisation’ 
project.

2 The Strand:  
empty for 591 days
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Blue Smoke keeps rising for recording pioneer
Seventy years after playing a significant role 

in the recording of Blue Smoke, New Zealand’s 
first pop hit, John Shears has received national 
recognition.

Milford resident Shears, 91, was earlier  this 
month invited onto the Spark Arena stage to ac-
cept an APRA Silver Scroll Hall of Fame award 
for his work on the landmark 1949 single.

He collected the award alongside Ruma 
Karaitiana (son of the composer, Ruru Karai-
tiana) and Amelia Costello (daughter of singer 
Pixie Williams).

Blue Smoke was the first record produced 
and pressed by a New Zealand company 
from a local composition, and featuring Kiwi 
musicians.

“We did not realise it was anything special 
(at the time) –  it was just a job and we were 
doing it the best we could,” says the self-  
effacing Shears.

But the record did prove to be something 
special – selling a massive 50,000 copies.

In the 1940s, British-owned HMV dominat-
ed the record industry, ignoring local artists. 
Shears worked in sales at Radio Corp. In ad-
dition to recording, largely for the advertising 
industry, Radio Corp supplied HMV records 
to shops.

During a 1948 visit to HMV, Shears was told 
it would stop supplying records to Radio Corp.

Taking the news back to his bosses, “the 
gauntlet was being thrown down”, Shears says. 
The decision was made to press records, not 
just be a recording studio.

Shears was in the studio when engineer Stan 
Dallas painstakingly recorded Blue Smoke in 
what seemed like “ten thousand takes”. It was 
done by ear, with Shears and Dallas conferring 
and deciding that takes should be redone after 
they heard a bum note.

Shears was also involved in the arduous 
pressing process. An acetate master needed 
be converted into a stamper, which went into 
a press to manufacture the actual disc from 
heated shellac.

“A number of us worked on the project, 
which ended in failure day after day,” he 
recalls. 

They knew the theory behind the technique 
but not how to put it into practice. It involved 
a combination of chemistry, electroplating and 
toolmaking. Shears operated the cutting lathe 
“and other bits and pieces” in the studio and 
by day went back to his sales work.

 For several months, they worked after 
hours four nights a week until the problems 
were solved. 

The difficulties in production were the main 
reason why Blue Smoke, while recorded in 
1948, was not released till 1949.

Shears stayed with Radio Corp until the mid-
1950s, before going into the baking industry 
and later moving to the North Shore, working 
in sales and marketing roles, and finishing his 
working life owning his own woodworking 
business.

The memories of his role in Blue Smoke 

continued to resonate over the years. After 
hearing music historian Chris Bourke was 
departing from producing Kim Hill’s Sat-
urday show on Radio New Zealand to write 
a history of early New Zealand music and 
was seeking material, Sheers got in contact, 
saying “I’m your man.”

Photos of Shears and many of his mem-
ories appear in Bourke’s 2010 book: Blue 
Smoke: The Lost Dawn of New Zealand 
Popular Music.

Shears will also soon appear in a television 
documentary on Blue Smoke screening on 
Maori television.

As a keen amateur musician who still plays 
with the North Shore concert band, he was 
asked to blow some of Blue Smoke on his 
marching horn.

“I tried to play it but had something wrong 
with my lip and could not get to the top G.” 
The sound engineers on the project said no 
problem, another note could be looped into 
to cover it.

It was all a long way technologically from 
the recording of the song seven decades ago, 
when nervous Radio Corp employees had 
to wait until after the pressing to hear the 
finished product.

Hands on... 
A youthful John Shears, 
a jack of all trades in 
New Zealand’s fledgling 
recording industry, watches 
over the cutting of a record 
in June, 1949

Music man... John Shears today, 
with the marching horn on which 
he plays a few bars of Blue Smoke 
in an upcoming documentary
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handpicked European vintage clothing.
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With the longer days and prospect of 
summer approaching fast, the property 
market across the area has firmly kicked 
into the traditional busy Spring period. 
This time of year tends to see a rise in 
the number of properties for sale and this 
year the outlook for sellers is somewhat 
brighter than a year ago.

Across the local area the sale price 
of houses is showing signs of rising 
again after what has been a quiet and 
somewhat subdued past 18 months. 
When judging the Rangitoto Observer 
area against the wider North Shore and 
the whole of Auckland, the adjacent 
chart shows that whereas Auckland sale 
price of houses has been flat f or m ore 
than 2 years, this local area saw a clear 
correction in prices from what had been 
a steep rise in sales prices through the 
period 2015 to 2017. 

Certainly, the wider North Shore City 
saw house sale prices fall, and still 
remains weak, however the Rangitoto 
Observer area is now showing some 
strong signs of bouncing back. There is 
strong support for this recovery, albeit 
at an early stage. Interest rates and 

thereby mortgage rates continue to drop, 
even if banks have become ever more 
cautious of lending. Recent economic 
reports have spoken to the strength of 
the NZ economy, even though uncertainty 
pervades the world economic outlook.

Looking across the segments of this 

local market, median sale prices for 
small and larger properties are rising 
year-on-year. Another key indicator of 
the future trend in the market is house 
sales volume. The most recent report for 
September from the Real Estate Institute 
showed Auckland sales volumes up 6%. 
The wider North Shore actually saw sales 
volumes down 20% but the Rangitoto 
Observer area saw volumes sales up 
14% year-on-year. 

All these statistics may come across 
as somewhat confusing, however what 
they speak to is the principle that there is 
no single property market for Auckland or 
the North Shore; there are local markets 
and small hyper-local markets and 
understanding what is going on in 
local suburbs is key to being well 
informed about the market you may be 
interested in. I hope these monthly 
reports provide some useful insight.

PROPERTY UPDATE - AUGUST 2019 

Alistairhelm.co.nz 
Written and produced by Alistair Helm, Licensed real estate salesperson

Alistair Helm
021 610 510 
alistair.helm@bayleys.co.nz
www.alistairhelm.co.nz

BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LIMITED, DEVONPORT,  
LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

A brighter outlook for property sellers
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Kristin School in Albany offers a: 
•	 Modern,	multicultural,	co-educational,	

non-denominational	environment	
with	traditional	values	

•	 Focus	on	student	well-being	and	developing	
future-ready	citizens

•	 Team	of	quality	teachers	and	support	staff	
under	the	leadership	of	an	inspiring	and	
innovative	Executive	Principal

•	 Choice	between	national	NCEA	or	
International	Baccalaureate	(IB)	Diploma	
curriculum	options	for	senior	students

•	 Nationally	acclaimed	performing	arts	
programme	and	a	choice	of	29	popular		
and	niche	sporting	codes	

•	 Proud	record	of	high	academic	results	and	
scholarships	being	awarded	locally	and	
internationally

•	 Vast	range	of	community	service	and	
leadership	opportunities,	and	a	wide	array	of	
trips	and	exchanges	for	experiential	learning

•	 Park-like	campus,	state-of-the-art	facilities	
and	a	dedicated	bus	service	travelling	20	
routes	across	Auckland

An environment to open 
minds that open doors.

For all admission and scholarship enquiries,  
visit discoverkristin.school.nz or call our  
Admissions Manager on 09 415 9566 ext 2324.

FINALE FROM ALADDIN JR / KRISTIN MIDDLE SCHOOL PRODUCTION 2019

Scholarships
A	limited	number	of	partial	scholarships	are	
available	to	enable	new	students	to	join	Kristin		
in	Year	9	or	above	in	2020.	

Applications	are	invited	from	aspiring	individuals	
who	demonstrate	excellent	character,	school	
involvement,	sporting,	performing	arts	and/or	
academic	strengths.

Performing Arts [Devonport Flagsaff + Rangitoto Observer 170x240].indd   1 8/10/19   2:07 PM
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Fight against high-rises knocked back by highest court
A resident who took his fight against Uni-

tary Plan decisions in Takapuna to the coun-
try’s highest court has been knocked back, 
paving the way for high-rise developments.

The Supreme Court declined to hear an 
appeal by Franco Belgiorno-Nettis against 
Unitary Plan decisions on two Takapuna 
blocks.

“It’s disappointing that the Supreme 
Court didn’t want to consider important 
issues,” Belgiorno-Nettis says. “There’s a 
disregard of the people of Takapuna, and 
maybe the same would apply to other people 
in Auckland.”

In May, the Appeal Court agreed the 
Independent Hearings Panel (IHP) should 
have provided specific reasons for its zoning 
decisions on two Takapuna sites which were 
disputed by Belgiorno-Nettis.

They are the ‘Promenade Block’, between 
Earnoch Ave, Alison Ave and the Promenade, 
where three-level terrace housing at the edge 
could rise to seven storeys in the centre; and 
a block alongside Lake Rd to the south of 
the shopping centre, which can go up to six 
storeys, plus several blocks between Lake Rd 
and the beach, which can go to three storeys.

While the Appeal Court ordered the IHP 
reconvene to provide reasons for its decisions 
on those blocks, Belgiorno-Nettis went to 
the Supreme Court to try to get the planning 
decisions overturned and considered anew.

That could have provided impetus for calls 
for further review of the Unitary Plan, which 
Belgiorno-Nettis says resident groups, such 
as one in Kohimarama, are also calling for.

However, the Supreme Court said hearing 
the case was unlikely to achieve Belgior-
no-Nettis’ goal of getting Auckland Council 
to overturn the zoning decisions at the 
Takapuna sites.

Neither did the judges agree a major mis-
carriage of justice had occurred.

North Shore councillor Chris Darby says 
the Appeal Court decision did not throw 
doubt on all Unitary Plan recommendations.

“The IHP has been ordered to give reasons 
for its recommendations, but the Court of 
Appeal emphasised that this conclusion 
applies only to the submission of Mr Bel-

giorno-Nettis on these blocks.”
Further, Darby says, the decision did not 

mean public submissions were not adequately 
addressed by the IHP.

“The [IHP’s] overview report states, ‘While 

individual submissions and points may not be 
expressly referred to in the reports and recom-
mendations, all points have nevertheless been 
taken into account by the panel when making 
its recommendations.’”

Resident’s battle could continue
Franco Belgiorno-Nettis has received 

the reasons from the Independent Hearings 
Panel, which only add to his concerns.

“They reported the general reasons, not 
the specific reasons,” he says.

The Appeal Court judges said the In-
dependent Hearings Panel needed to give 
specific reasons, even if they were to groups 
of submitters.

The new set of reasons say the panel’s 
job was to make strategic zoning decisions 
to pave the way for intensification. 

The reasons are given in general terms 
with respect to the proximity to major 
transport options and the need to encourage 
intensification of the metropolitan centre.

Under “local reasons”, the panel says 

it considered submissions from residents 
opposing a high-rise development on the 
Promenade block, as well as the Emerald 
Group seeking to develop there.

It outlined the compromise reached of 
a mix of zoning categories, which it said 
paved the way for development that reflect-
ed existing development, while protecting 
the amenity of existing residential areas.

Confusingly, for the Lake Rd block south 
of the shopping centre and down to the 
beach, the reasons given by the Independent 
Hearings Panel discuss a different area, to 
the west of Lake Rd, away from the beach.

Belgiorno-Nettis says he will talk to his 
lawyer about whether to legally contest the 
reasons provided.

“ Carefully 
loving your  
little angel  
as they learn  
and grow”

0-6
years

open: 7am
close: 6.00pm Takapuna

OPEN DAY, 10am-2pm 
10, 11 & 12 October

Disappointed... Franco Belgiorno-Nettis points to the Promenade Block 
where developers can now build up to seven storeys
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Masses of masses: St Joseph’s celebrates 100 years
Takapuna’s St Joseph’s Church, on 

land in Catholic church hands since the 
earliest colonial settlement of Auckland, 
is celebrating 100 years since it was 
formally founded.

The church stands on land originally 
purchased by Bishop Pompellier in 1846, 
not long after the signing of the Treaty 
of Waitangi.

Since then, the site has housed a 
Catholic school, an orphanage, the 
country’s first seminary, and a church 
since at least 1919.

The current church was built in 1966, 
replacing the original wooden church 
building, which was used as a hall until 
it was demolished in the mid 1980s.

A year of centenary celebrations 
was launched with a dinner for older 
parishioners and a special mass on St 
Joseph’s Day, in March. 

Several parishioners organising 
centenary activities, Patricia Murfitt, 
Laurie Davis and Gabrielle Rothwell, say 
a key event was a week-long retreat in 
July, which involved  five days of talks, 
shared meals and times of reflection.

Other activities are organising church 
archives and producing a centenary 
magazine.

The centenary will finish with a picnic 
near the church in February, which is 
intended to be an inclusive event, given  
the many cultures represented at St 
Joseph’s Church today.

These days masses are full, the trio 
say, with cultures represented including 
Filipino, South Asian, Korean, Chinese, 
Japanese and Indonesian.

Among the many memories that have 
emerged recently about the church’s past 
was one from the World War II era, when  
petrol rationing meant many people 
would catch the bus to mass.

This led to a quaint ritual, where, 
if the homily was overly long and the 
Bayswater bus arrived, a bell rang 
signalling to parishioners to file quietly 
out in order to catch the bus.

1846   Bishop Pompellier buys a tract of 23 
acres of land between what is now 
Barrys Pt Rd and the estuary where the 
motorway now runs.

1849  St Mary’s Industrial School is opened 
on what is now the site of St Joseph’s 
School. It is said to be the first two-storey 
stone building on the North Shore.

1854  School closes and students move to a 
Catholic school in Freemans Bay.

1869  Pompellier turns the former St Mary’s 
School building into the country’s first 
seminary.

1893  The Sisters of Mercy establish an 
orphanage, St Joseph’s School for Boys, 
in the building, rowing six boys over the 
Waitemata Harbour.

1894  School associated with orphanage 
established.

1919  St Joseph’s Church officially opened. 
Functions as a church/school.

1923  Fire partially destroys orphanage, with 
one child dying. Due to its thick stone 
walls, it is rebuilt.

1930  Day pupils, including girls, start at school.
1957  Carmel College established on land 

donated by the Poynton family.
1962  Rosmini College opened.
1963  Old church moved back on the site, so 

the new church can be built.The old 
church is used as a hall until it is later 
demolished.

1966  Present day St Joseph’s Church built.
1980s  Old wooden church demolished.
1985  Orphanage closes.
1988  Building used for retreats, seminars and 

meetings.
1989  End of association with Sisters of Mercy.

Timeline: St Joseph’s 
and its site

Church parade...  
(clockwise from above) Father 
J J Kelly during construction of 
the new St  Joseph’s  church 
in 1965; Sister Angela showing 
the St Joseph’s rugby boys how 
it’s done, in the 60s or 70s; the 
original church and an early-
1900s shot of the orphanage 
building that today stands in  
St Joseph’s School.
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TAKING THE SHORE 
FORWARD

CHRIS  
DARBY

Swapsies: 
Darby and Hills return 
but positions change

Voter turnout drops 

RICHARD 
HILLS
A POSITIVE  
VOICE FOR THE 
SHORE

Sitting North Shore ward Auckland coun-
cillors Chris Darby and Richard Hills were 
re-elected to Auckland Council.

But support for Darby, the head of coun-
cil’s planning committee, was slashed by 
around 2000 votes. He received 17,249 
votes,  compared to 19,396 in 2016. 

He was overtaken as top-polling candidate 
by Richard Hills, who posted 18,400, up a 
massive 5749 votes on his 12,651 total in 
2016.

Danielle Grant was next with 14,812, up 

8397 on 2016, followed by running mate 
Grant Gillon with 14,055, up on his 2016 
total of 12,523.

Independent Anthony Bunting, who was 
largely anonymous on the campaign trail, 
rounded out the votes with 3924. 

Grant  was  voted  back  onto  the  
Kaipataki Local Board. But Gillon de-
cided against standing in the Devonport- 
Takpapuna Local Board race, and is  
now effectively out in the political  
wilderness. 

Voters returned 40.4 per cent of forms 
in the Devonport-Takapuna Local Board 
area, which was significantly higher than  
the 34.8 per cent  return across the whole 
of Auckland. 

However, the Devonport-Takapuna 
return is a marked drop from 2016, 
when 45.1 per cent of voting forms were 
returned.  

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board members 
2019: Aidan Bennett, A Fresh Approach 7152; 
Jan O’Connor, Heart of the Shore, 6724; 
George Wood, Team George Wood, 6057; Toni 
Van Tonder, A Fresh Approach, 5971;  Ruth 
Jackson, Heart of the Shore, 5795; Trish Deans, 
Heart of the Shore, 5577 . 

Other candidates: Michael Sheehy, Team 
George Wood, 5154; Danny Watson, A Fresh 
Approach, 4981; Paul Cornish, Keep Our Open 
Spaces, 4807; Jenn McKenzie, Team George 
Wood, 4486; Iain Rea, Heart of the Shore, 4282; 
Ian Revell, Team George Wood, 4221; Gavin 
Busch, Team George Wood, 4217; Donald Hors-
burgh, Independent, 2756; Mary-Anne Ben-
son-Cooper, Independent, 2621; John Wood, 
Future Focus 2240; Kevin Brett, The Trump 
New Zealand Party, 888; Dorothea Akenese 
Scanlan, The Trump New Zealand Party, 633.
See Editorial, page 10

Local board vote:            
the numbers
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Changing of the 
guard on local board 

– four new faces

TRISH  
DEANS

RUTH
JACKSON

AIDAN  
BENNETT

JAN 
O’CONNOR

GEORGE 
WOOD 

TONI 
VAN TONDER

 
The new Devonport-Takapuna 

Local Board 

The Flagstaff put three quick questions 
to top-polling local board candidate Aidan 
Bennett.

Why do you think you polled highest? 
Fairly unusual for a first-time candidate.

AB: As you are aware, I am not a poli-
tician. So probably not qualified to answer 
that question. My focus is going to be on 
doing what is best for the community. Good 
governance. That is what we conveyed 
during the election process, and clearly that 
resonated. The community is looking for a 
fresh approach.

Often candidates who top poll seek 
the chair role as they have been given 
a clear mandate of preference from the 
community. Will you be seeking the 

Bullet points with Bennett 
chairmanship of the Devonport-Takapuna 
Local Board?

AB: I am obviously thrilled with the 
support. At this very early stage, we hav-
en’t discussed chair. Priority for us will be 
in developing a quality relationship with 
other board members so we can execute 
good governance and show best practice in 
our decision-making. I am clearly keen to 
lead though and believe I can offer a fresh 
approach. 

But most importantly I am excited about 
supporting good outcomes for all our town 
centres, and am also passionate about resolv-
ing water-quality issues and ensuring our 
beaches are looked after. I believe we live in 
the best place in the world; my focus is going 
to be on working hard for the community to 
enhance what we have.

Are there projects you want to give 
immediate priority to, say by Christmas?

AB: I do have some things I am keen 
to get cracking on, but first we need to get 
settled as a new board. I was only elected 
three days ago!

What happens next?
A meet-and-greet session for all elected 

Auckland politicians was planned last 
week.

At a local-board level, the first meeting 
will be held later in October, when board 
members will be inducted.

The first full business meeting of the 
board will be held in November. 

Happy campers… Heart of the Shore candidates (from left) Trish Deans, 
Jan O’Connor and Ruth Jackson, who were elected to the Devonport-
Takapuna Local Board, were at Takapuna Market the day after the 
election

Electorate votes for change on local board 
 Four new faces have been voted onto the 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board, but it 
could be déjà vu – with a split board again 
likely.

Team George Wood was the big loser in 
2019, with only Wood himself elected to the 
board from its five-strong ticket. Incumbent  
Team George Wood members Jenn McKenzie 
and Mike Sheehy were voted out.

However, pro-business Aidan Bennett,  and 
Devonport BID manager Toni Van Tonder, of 
the A Fresh Approach ticket, were voted in.

On the left, Heart of the Shore incumbent 
Jan O’Connor is back, and joined by newbies 
Ruth Jackson and Trish Deans. Iain Rea was 
the only candidate from the Heart of the Shore 
ticket who didn’t make the cut.

Bennett’s top polling possibly indicated a 
vote for change. 

In previous elections, left-leaning Mike  
Cohen was a consistently top poller (8687 
votes in 2016). Grant Gillon, another from 
the left, was always close behind.

George Wood’s vote dropped by 24 per cent 
and Mike Sheehy, Jenn McKenzie and Gavin 
Busch all polled lower than they did in 2016.

Contact Mark Spooner
Office: (09) 486 6099
Mobile:  (021) 221 2348
mark@insightaccounting.co.nz
www.insightaccounting.co.nz

   Let’s meet for a  
no-obligation chat  
about how we could  
help your business.
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Democracy and transparency at local-board 
level is likely to be the big winner in the 2019 
elections. The Devonport-Takapuna Local 
Board is one of only two boards in Auckland 
(Kaipataki is the other) to hold open workshops, 
where the early plans of council and its officers 
can be scrutinised.

Whatever you think of its wider policies, 
the Heart of the Shore ticket made ‘keep the 
workshops open’ one of its campaign platforms. 
In contrast, at public meetings, Team George 
Wood seemed to indicate it would review the 
open workshops.

Whether it became an election issue in voters’ 
minds, I don’t know. But with three Heart of the 
Shore members on the board, it is unlikely the 
workshops will go back behind closed doors.

 Who will chair the local board is a key ques-
tion, with a split board of three Heart of the Shore 
members (Trish Deans, Jan O’Connor and Ruth 
Jackson) on one side, and Aidan Bennett and 
Toni Van Tonder (A Fresh Approach) together 
with current chair George Wood on the other. 

I can’t see Heart of the Shore being happy 
with Wood or Bennett, although as top-polling 
candidate Bennett could possibly say he has a 
mandate. And from the other side, O’Connor and 
Jackson probably aren’t flavour of the month. 
Bennett and Jackson were poles apart on the 
Takapuna Square issue, for example.

The position of chair has a vital role in a split 
board – the casting vote often gets decisions 

across the line. It could come down to a battle 
between Van Tonder and Deans.

One issue that looms unresolved for the 
new board is the disconnect – and, at times, 
open warfare – between the board and the two 
North Shore ward councillors, Chris Darby and 
Richard Hills. 

Heart of the Shore members clashed with 
Darby and Hills over their stance on Takapuna 
Square, and openly supported rival council 
candidates Grant Gillon and Danielle Grant. 

Hills and Darby went to the police over death-
threat postings on social-media sites associated 
with some of the Heart of the Shore members. 

A more conciliatory tone will be brought by 
Van Tonder, who is close to Hills through her 
work as Devonport BID manager.

 A few eyebrows were raised at Aidan Bennett 
topping the Devonport-Takapuna Local Board 
poll, especially as he was in Japan for a lot of 
the campaign.

He does have high name recognition through 
10 years publishing the relentlessly gushy and 
pro-business Channel magazine. A consummate 
networker at events and functions, he’s met 
thousands of people over the years.

A percentage of voters would have been 
turned off by the arguing over the Takapuna 
Square. Bennett’s simple ‘let’s get on with it 
and make Takapuna a vibrant functioning place’ 
would have appealed to many.  

Some will ask if Bennett needs to step back 
from his role in the media, due to a conflict of 
interest. Likewise, should Van Tonder carry on 
her role with the Devonport BID? 

 The lack of traction from the third Fresh Ap-
proach candidate, Danny Watson, was another 
surprise. The former TV host and broadcaster 

also performed forcefully at public meetings. 
Usually, candidates with broadcasting or 
high-profile sporting backgrounds poll well in 
local-body elections.

 Is it the end of the independents on the local 
board? The successful candidates on the new 
Devonport-Takapuna Board came from three 
tickets: Team George Wood, Heart of the Shore 
and A Fresh Approach. 

On previous boards, Mike Cohen was always 
an independent and polled top or near to it. Paul 
Cornish was the top-polling independent at this 
election, finishing ninth.

How much can be read into Chris Darby’s 
drop in voting numbers in the election? He 
probably bore the brunt of anti-council sentiment 
over battles to save Takapuna Campground 
and, more recently, the debate over Takapuna 
Square. Top poller Richard Hills was perhaps 
more adept at Facebook communication, with 
Darby coming across as more all-knowing and, 
at times, abrasive. 

The fact councillors are voted in by the com-
munity, but are often locked away in City Hall 
grappling with massive financial decisions that 
affect Auckland as a whole, makes some sort of 
disconnect inevitable.

Letters to the Editor 
Letters are welcome.  They should be 

on topics relating to Milford, Takapuna 
and nearby suburbs. Noms-de-plume 
or submissions without a name will not 
be printed. Length should be under 500 
words. Email news@rangitoto-observer.
co.nz or post to Rangitoto Observer, PO 
Box, 32 275, Devonport. 

Editorial

By Rob Drent
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What an incredibly short-sighted decision 
by our elected representatives to proceed 
with a Korean Garden alongside the Akoran-
ga bus station. With Auckland grinding to a 
halt, here is a missed opportunity to build car 
parking adjacent to the busway desperately 
needed for the many commuters wishing to 
avail themselves of public transport but de-
nied suitable park-and-ride facilities. Yes, a 
Korean garden would be a ‘nice to have’ but 
surely another site could have been found?
Gerald Petrie

Bodyline – Guy Body’s view Shortsighted planning

 • ballet • Jazz • Contemporary • Hip Hop •  
Stretch & conditioning • PRE-sCHOOL •

new classes in takapuna

STUDIO LOCATIONS

Taitamariki Hall
 8 Auburn St, Takapuna

Devonport studio
24 Vauxhall Road, Devonport

•   Eriko Finlay   •   e.finlay@xtra.co.nz   •   021 455 106   •   www.lecolededanse.co.nz

The Rangitoto Observer editorial (11 
October) noted the Takapuna Residents 
Association (TRA) refused to provide the 
documents of our appeal to the High Court 
regarding an Auckland Council decision con-
cerning a proposed Takapuna town square. 
We did respectfully decline to provide full 
access to those documents. However, we are 
anxious your readers not infer we believed 
the filed documents might not pass scrutiny. 
TRA is advised that the correct procedure for 
media wishing to access documents before 
the court is to make a request to the court 
which may, then seek agreement from the 
parties to that appeal. We acknowledge these 
procedures may sometimes be circumvent-
ed. However, we are comfortable we have 
shown respect for the Court, and protected 
the integrity of our appeal. 
Iain Rea (TRA)
Rob Drent, managing editor, 
replies: We stand by the editorial. I have 
been involved in numerous stories where 
court documents in civil cases have been 
provided to journalists once they have 
been filed in court. As stated, we were 
not interested in running a story from a 
press release without seeing what was 
actually filed, so we could frame our news 
reporting on the facts not the Association’s  
interpretation of them. 

Hands tied: TRA

Did you know hearing aids are now rechargeable? It’s taken a long time to 
develop the technology, but it’s been worth the wait as there are some major 
advantages to rechargeable devices.
1. They save you money: Rechargeable batteries can save you $$ in the long 
term. On average, hearing aid users will spend around $160-$200 per year on 
batteries. Not to mention the time to pick them up (along with fuel)!
2.  You won’t miss out: Have you ever been sitting in an important meeting 
and your hearing aids go flat? Well, no more! Your rechargeable batteries will 
last all day so you don’t get caught without your hearing aids.
3.  Better for the planet: Rechargeable batteries mean less waste and the more 
we can do to contribute to healthy planet, the better! 
4.  Equal function in all weather: You may not know this but hearing aid 
batteries (zinc-air) don’t function well in cold temperatures. Rechargeable 
batteries are sealed in the hearing aids so perform more reliably and are more 
water resistant.
5. Easy to use: Rechargeable batteries are easy to use. If you have difficulty 
handling small objects, hearing aid batteries can be difficult to manage. No 
fuss with stickers, battery doors, and positive/negative sides. Just pop in the 
charger and off you go!
If you are interested in rechargeable hearing aids call Teresa Burns Hearing 
on 475 9849 for a free booking to discuss hearing aid options.

love your hearing

Your local  
hearing expert  

– she’ll listen to  
your hearing story  
and will see you at  
your appointment  

– every time.

Hear every time.
North Shore.
Teresa Burns AuD, MNZAS

t: 09 475 9849
Location: Inside the Health - I Care Centre
215 Wairau Road, Glenfield, North Shore

www.teresaburnshearing.co.nz

5 benefits of rechargeable hearing aids
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DANCING

BRUCE MASON CENTRE, TAKAPUNA

FRIDAY 15TH NOVEMBER     6:30PM

SATURDAY 16TH NOVEMBER    10:30AM    2:30PM    6:30PM

 

Tickets available from ticketmaster

www.ticketmaster.co.nz 09 970 9700

DEVONPORT SCHOOL OF DANCE PRESENTS...

NEVERLAND

TO

Shoppers will find it harder to find a car 
park in Milford, with Auckland Transport 
(AT) confirming bus stop changes that will 
result in the loss of seven P30 car parks. 

Under the changes, a temporary bus stop 
for the library bus will be made permanent, 
a layover stop added and another stop, on 
the opposite side of Milford Rd, extended.

Milford Business Association manager 
Murray Hill labelled the changes “over the 
top” and “unnecessary” and said they would 
have a serious impact on retailers.

Hill’s request to AT to delay the changes 
has been knocked back, with AT telling Hill 
by email it will press on. “The temporary 
arrangement is not working for anyone.”

AT consulted with neighbours, businesses, 
the Devonport-Takapuna Local Board and 
the council’s library-bus office over a four-
week period. Of just six submissions, two 

supported the project, one was neutral and 
three objected.

AT says it considered 25 options before 
deciding on the proposed changes.

Hill is dismayed an alternative bus stop 
he negotiated in Milford Mall’s underground 
car park for library and rest-home buses was 
rebuffed.

AT says the mall option was unsuitable 
because the buses were too high and their 
wheelchair ramps require kerbs of a certain 
height.

It argues the loss of car parks has to be 
considered against the number of people who 
could arrive by bus. Already, bus patronage 
at the stops concerned has gone from 350 per 
month in June 2018 to 4000 in June 2019.

AT says it intends to help the nearby P120 
car parks function better by increasing park-
ing compliance and enforcement.

Buses knock out seven car parks Waterworld returns  
to Lake Pupuke 

A popular floating waterpark will 
operate on Lake Pupuke for six days 
over summer, most likely from 20 to 
26 January.

Waterworld’s inflatable obstacle 
course proved popular last Easter, 
attracting more than 2000 children.

It applied to set up on the lake off 
Sylvan Park for the whole of January, 
but was knocked back to six days 
by the Devonport-Takapuna Local 
Board, after submissions from residents 
concerned about the disruption to the 
tranquillity of the lake and a precedent 
of  “commercial creep”.

Waterworld co-owner Kel Travers 
said the Easter event had been a great 
success with “50 per cent capacity 
achieved, when we were only expecting 
15 to 20 per cent”.

While disappointed with the reduced 
time in January, Travers said Waterworld 
had decided to go ahead anyway.

As part of the consent, Waterworld 
has to consult lake users, including 
Madloop Windsurfing and the Pupuke 
Boating Club. Travers said the 20 to 
26 January slot was pencilled as it 
fell outside the Pupuke Boating Club 
regattas. 

No issues or complaints were lodged 
about the Easter event. 

A vintage-themed carnival at Takapuna 
Primary School on 2 November promises 
plenty of old-fashioned fun. The carnival, 
from 1 to 7pm, will include  games, rides, 
entertainment and live music from 4pm. 
There will be international food stalls, food 
trucks, vintage tea rooms, sweets and baking, 
plus a pre-loved shop and silent auction. All 
proceeds will go towards the school’s  indoor 
and outdoor learning spaces. 

Old-school fête

Enrolment and 
Administration Officer

We are on a quest to find THE ultimate 
Enrolment and Administration Officer. 
As the first point of contact at our school, 
the successful candidate must have 
strong personal skills. The Enrolment and 
Administration Officer will be a team player 
who possesses good judgment, an eye for 
detail and is highly skilled in multi-tasking. 
As well as being super organised and 
unflappable they must smile a lot and enjoy 
the company of children.
This is a part-time position; four days 
per week (Monday to Thursday) 8.30 am 
to 2.15 pm with a half-hour unpaid lunch 
break. This is a term time only position.

Applications close: 
Friday 8 November at 3:00pm
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Milford 09 489 5049
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Professional Quality Service 
•  Gasfitting •  Certifying/Licensed
•  Digger Hire •  Plumber/Drainlayer 
•  All Aspects of Plumbing & Drainage

Contact Dan
info@obornplumbing.co.nz
www.obornplumbing.co.nz

0800-143-051 or mob 021 119 3227

ObOrn 
PlumbinG 

AnD DrAinAGE lTD

Plumbing, Gasfitting, 
Drainage, Roof Leaks

MAINTENANCE SPECIALISTS
Prompt courteous service

Fully insured for your peace of mind

Certifying Plumber, Gasfitter and Drainlayer

Call Mat 
0800 277 566

We guarantee 
our Workmanship

Backed by over 35 years’ experience 
of quality preparation and painting

ph ross kingdom 
021 723 413

registered 
professional painters

Phone COLIN on 480 5864

RECOVER YOUR
LOUNGE SUITE

Call us for a free quotation and put the life
back into that favourite chair or lounge suite

AWARD FURNITURE

RENE GARDENING

SMALL & MEDIUM TREES 
HEDGES  

& SHRUBS 
GARDEN TIDY UPS

PRUNING –TRIMMING
WEEDING – MUCH MORE

Too tired to tidy up your garden?
Call today and get your tidy garden back!

facebook.com/ReneGardening

rene.keishi@gmail.com
Kei: 021 134 5604

NatioNal 
ProPerty 
ServiceS 

• interior exterior painting
• plaster house repaints
• concrete swimming pool paints
•  water blasting and  

house soft washing
• deck building and restoration

www.nps.nz
ph 09 476 2107 
or 020 476 2107 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM:  
96 Hillside Rd, Glenfield, Auckland   
Hours: 8 - 5 weekdays

Call our designers to bring your 
ideas to life. Free consultation. 
10 year workmanship guarantee.

Phone 09 443 4461

www.neodesign.co.nz

kitchens
DESIGN   MANUFACTURE   INSTALL

Professional Quality Service
Craftsman Plumber and Gasfitter

New installations
Repairs and Maintenance
Precision Plumbing 2010 Ltd

david@precisionplumbing.co.nz
www.precisionplumbing.co.nz

Ph 021 841 745
David Mortimore 

Blocked Drains 
Sewer and Stormwater, 

Tree root removal 
unblock Toilets,  

Basins, Showers etc 
CCTV camera if required 

Ph 021 841 745
Same Day SerViCe

Kitchens
‘DIY’ with a twist
• NZ custom made
• Unique cabinetry systems
• Innovative handle-less solutions
• Villa and traditional kitchens

email kitchensbytgk@xtra.co.nz
PH 021 748 866

by TGK

Royal Design & Drapes
Made to Measure

Curtains, roman Blinds,  
roller Blinds, Venetian Blinds, 

shutters and tracks

15 yeaRs expeRience 

royaldesign.gk@gmail.com 
www.royaldesign.nz

Gabrielle 021 050 4961

North Shore based renovations, 
new builds, design & project  

management since 1985.

Trustworthy licensed builders specialising  
in residential alterations/extensions, 

kitchens, bathrooms, tiling, re-cladding.

Contact Alex Carey on  
0274 660 666, or visit our website 

www.efd.kiwi
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Experienced
reporter
wanted

Reporter required for the Devonport 
Flagstaff and the recently launched 
Rangitoto Observer. 
The role is interesting and varied. 
It involves covering a wide variety 
of stories from club sports, council 
projects, quirky hobbies and 
festivals to crime.
You need to be a highly motivated 
journalist, with initiative, a keen 
nose for news, the ability to turn 
around clean copy quickly and take 
high-quality photographs. 
In return, you will be working for an 
award-winning team, with a strong 
chance of similar success yourself.
Working for a community newspa-
per offers an opportunity to make a 
difference, meet inspiring people, 
and write in a variety of styles.
Send  your  CV and covering letter 
to managing editor Rob Drent at  
news@devonportflagstaff.co.nz. 

Xiaole wins  
another award

Westlake Girls High student Xiaole Zhan 
has won another literary prize, with judges 
describing her as ‘one to watch’.

Xiaole came first-equal in the secondary 
schools category of a new short story compe-
tition, the Sargeson Prize, with a story called 
Woman, Sitting in a Garden.

The prize includes half of the $500 cash 
for first place and a week’s residency at 
Waikato University for both secondary 
school winners.

EARLY LEARNING - SENIOR SCHOOL

Stay & Play
AT LITTLE DOVES EARLY LEARNING CENTRE 
Kristin School, 360 Albany Highway, Albany

You and your child are invited to join us for a FREE morning of play and 
a glimpse at our inspirational early learning centre at Kristin. Come and 
experience all that Little Doves has to offer. Morning tea provided, and 
no strings attached. 

WHEN: Saturday 9 November or 23 November 2019, 9.00 -11.00AM

SUITABLE FOR: Infants 0-3 years and their parents.  
Siblings under 5 years old also welcome.

LIMITED SPACES AVAILABLE:  
Call Maresa on 09 415 5095 to  
register your family today!

K
R

I1
12

9

Authorised by M Barry MP,  
Parliament Buildings, Wellington.

Morning Tea with Maggie

With Hon Maggie Barry ONZM, MP for North Shore and 
National’s Spokesperson for Veterans, Seniors, Disabilities 
& Assoc Health. 

Please join me for a lively discussion over a cuppa and 
complimentary morning tea. We’ll also hear from experts  
how to recognise scams and keep yourself safe from  
financial abuse.

RSVP to northshore@parliament.govt.nz or 09 486 0005

Save the Date: On Tues 26 Nov, I’m hosting 
a light breakfast with Hon Paul Goldsmith, 
List MP and National’s Spokesperson 
for Finance & Infrastructure, to discuss 
National’s Economic policy. For more info 
contact my Electorate Office.

Friday 1 November, 10am—11:30am 
Milford Bowling Club, 20 Commodore Parry Rd

Classifieds
ACCOMMODATION.

Dutch family (two children) looking for a temporary 
home in North Shore. We love pets. Arriving Auckland 
on Jan 20, and can stay between 1-6 months. Email us on  
deboerart@gmail.com or phone +821 0303 62102
Urgently seeking 1-2 bedroom House/apartment 
for short or medium term lease. I’m a marketing 
professional with good references and have close family 
in the area. Call or email Kelly on: 027 300 9116  /   
kelly.lovelock@gmail.com

SERVICES OFFERED.
A1 Handyman. Excellent work, budget. No job too big 
or small. Josh: 021 261 8322.
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Toddlers’ play at no cost     to planet

Branching out... Dylan Barry makes a splash

Tasty... Charlotte Ramsay enjoys the flavour of the Get Messy event

PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY

Kathryn 
Robertson
Residential Sales

021 490 480

E: Kathryn.robertson@bayleys.co.nz
W: kathrynrobertson.bayleys.co.nz

Licensed under the reA Act 2008

What’s on @
Takapuna Library

ALBRECHT TO ZUSTERS 
AOTEAROA ARTISTS’ 
BOOKS EXHIBITIONS

From “The Visionary” 
Elizabeth Serjeant and Joan Taylor. 

From “The Visionary” Elizabeth Ser-
jeant and Joan Taylor.
Stunning artists’ books by Aotearoa 
NZ artists, writers, printers and mak-
ers are on display in the Angela Mor-
ton Room. They explore different 
materials, bindings and forms – from 
the traditional Codex to fold-outs, to 
items in a box. These factors gener-
ate fresh ways to make books, and to 
experience reading them.
Rohan Wealleans, Colin McCahon, 
Keri Hulme, Max Gimblett, Ralph Ho-
tere, and Michele Leggott are some 
of those whose work features in this 
selection from the Angela Morton 
Collection’s rare books normally only 
seen by request. 

2 Nov 2019 - 31 Jan 2020, in the  
Angela Morton Room art library,  

Level 1, Takapuna Library. Open daily. 
see instagram @angelamorton.room
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We’ll be there when you need us.

The care you deserve,  
at a price you can afford
We offer:
•  A New Zealand-owned company  

focused on caring for our community
•  Cremations from $2,100 and very competitively priced funerals
•  Eco-friendly options
•  Discounted funeral costs when you meet with us  

in advance to record your wishes
• Zero-fees pre-payment plan for added peace of mind

We’re available any time of the day or night,  
so simply call us on (09) 477-2433.

Hazel James 
Manager/Funeral Director

Ryan Berry 
Funeral Director

office@windsorfunerals.co.nz        windsorfunerals.co.nz

Toddlers’ play at no cost     to planet

Getting messy to their hearts’ 
content... (clockwise from 
right) Kipp Eli; three blissed out 
toddlers; Mo Re

Get Messy’s creators Lisa Smith and 
Kathryn Troughton hold weekly sessions 
where pre-schoolers can go crazy with all 
sorts of gloopy and gooey ingredients. Best 
of all is there’s zero harm to the environment. 

Twenty-six toddlers got into the sensory 
experience at Takapuna Cricket Club last 
week. The best part is parents go home 
leaving the crew to clean up the mess. Food-
based products provide a safe environment 
free from toxic products or chemicals. All 
the leftovers from the play session are either 
recycled, composted or fed to the birds.
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A century of movies in Takapuna is set 
to continue with new owners taking over 
when the Berkeley closes in November.

Hoyts, owner of the Berkeley, decided 
not to renew its lease from 20 November.

Movies have shown on the site since 
silent movies at the Forresters Hall from 
1916. That became the Gaiety Theatre in 
1931, which was  replaced by the Tudor 
Theatre in 1968. In 1999, the Berkeley, 
which had demolished the old theatre, 
opened  a multiplex.

Now cinema veterans Kelly Rogers 
and David Ross will open ‘Monterey 
Cinemas Takapuna’ on the site. They 
plan to upgrade the complex in 2020.

Cinema tradition set to 
continue in Takapuna  

Westlake student wins global award

An underwater photograph of a glowing 
squid has scooped a 14-year-old Westlake 
Boys student, Cruz Erdmann, global success, 
winning Young Wildlife Photographer of the 
Year (11 to 14 years). Cruz, 14, received 
the award at the Natural History Museum 
in London last week. After the prizegiving 
on 15 October, Cruz was invited to visit 
Downing Street. 

Cruz started experimenting with his father, 
a marine biologist’s, underwater camera only 
a year ago. He took the winning image of an 
iridescent bigfin reef squid on an organised 
night dive in Indonesia. 

Glowing success... Westlake’s  
Cruz Erdman, 14, receives Young 
Wildlife Photographer of the 
Year at London’s Natural History 
Museum in London from presenters 
Liz Bonnin and Chris Packham

Active

Ageing

Expo

FRIDAY 8th nOV 10AM-2PM

Come and find out about community groups and clubs in your area; meet
the volunteers who run them and have a go at a variety of activities. From
exercise and special interest groups to crafts and computers. We've got
something for everyone. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO BOOK A STALL, CONTACT SARAH
ON 09 486 2098 OR EMAIL OFFICE@TAKAPUNATRUST.ORG.NZ 

takapuna senior citizens hall, 5 the strand, takapuna

FREE！

(next to takapuna library)
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Prizes 

and auction  

items sought,  

as well as  

entries.

Please  
support this  

local fundraiser  
and enjoy a  
great day’s  

golfing
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Children from Takapuna Primary pre-
pare to perform in Mama Longfin, a puppet 
musical at the PumpHouse this week. Cre-
ated by Toro Pikopiko, the musical focuses 
on the longfin eel, which are struggling 
to survive, in part because of pesticides 
affecting water quality. An important value 
in the show is ‘kaitiakitanga’, referring to 
the need to restore the natural environment.

Puppet-making 
pupils learn about 

native eels

Song and dance about 
environment... (Clockwise from 
left) Room 11 pupils learn 
songs for Mama Long Fin for 
scenes about the native fish and 
weather; Karscha Wichman-
Wallace (11), Tiana Clarke (11) 
and Molly Taurere (10) with 
their handiwork; Toro Pikopiko’s 
Jeffrey Addison says everyone 
has been on a rewarding learning 
curve 
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(09) 368 0150 
forsythbarr.co.nz

 
This column is general in nature and should not be regarded as 

personalised investment advice. Disclosure Statements for Forsyth Barr 
Authorised Financial Advisers are available on request and free of charge. NS
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Warren Suttie
Barry Perrow 

The Reserve Bank of New 
Zealand cut the Official 
Cash Rate (OCR) on 7th 
August from 1.50% to 
1.00%, an historical low. 

Many of us recall the 
OCR sitting at 8.25% just 
before the onset of the 
Global Financial Crisis. 
At the same time, we are 
reading more about the 
negative interest rates in 
other parts of the world. 

While the current 
interest rate trajectory 
in New Zealand is good 
news for borrowers, those 
living off their savings are 
likely to be 
very concerned and are 
probably thinking it is 

time to consider other 
options - especially those 
that offer more attractive 
yields than bank deposits. 

Financial markets offer 
a range of opportunities 
for investors. Selecting 
the best option will 
depend on an evaluation 
of your personal financial 
circumstances, your 
attitude to investment 
risk and whether or not 
you are an experienced 
investor. 

As Authorised Financial 
Advisers, we manage 
personal investment 
portfolios for clients. 

These portfolios are 
typically spread across 

several asset classes  
(cash, fixed income, 
property and shares, 
both in New Zealand and 
offshore). 

We continually review 
each client’s portfolio 
with the objective of 
ensuring it is consistent 
with their personal needs 
and objectives. For an 
obligation free chat 
please contact us.

Interest rates move  

Barry Perrow and Warren 
Suttie are Authorised 
Financial Advisers with 
Forsyth Barr, North Shore. 
To arrange a meeting to 
discuss your investment 
objectives in confidence,  
you can contact us on  
(09) 368 0154 or email 
ns@forsythbarr.co.nz

Pulling the strings... Puppet duo Toro Pikopiko have been leading puppet-making and puppet 
performances for 25 years,  opening audiences and performers up to te ao Maori, the Maori world
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New Listing
1/51 Aramoana Avenue, Devonport 3            1          1  

rwswanson.co.nz/SWS20164
Parklane Real Estate Limited Licensed (REAA 2008)

By Negotiation

Jo van Kan
021 768 902

Serious opportunity to move into Devonport and experience all of its spoils.
This home has two large double bedrooms, single bedroom with loft and master bedroom
with ensuite. Private rear backyard, front deck and garden. The open plan kitchen, dining
and living flow beautifully onto the private, front deck. Follow the sun with outdoor
entertainment both front and back, perfect for coffee in the morning or a peaceful drink at
night. Aramoana Reserve at the end of the Avenue, great for launching your jetski.
 
Call Jo to view, or Open Homes Sat & Sun 11:00am - 12:00pm

Well known locally as a music and paint-
ing teacher, Hauraki resident Susannah 
MacDonald has put out her first book, 
bringing together various interests and 
obsessions.  Jodi Yeats reports.

Susannah MacDonald’s Hauraki living 
room is decorated with her own large painting 
of a petrel, as well as objects expressing her 
eclectic interests, including a ceramic panther, 
large shells and vintage lamps.

Its been a busy year creatively for Mac-
Donald (67) with a solo exhibition at the Lake 
House Arts Centre, a joint exhibition with hus-
band Alan, and publication of her first book.

UK publisher Austin Macauley describes 
Echoes From a Time Passage as a “para-
normal urban fantasy”. It combines many of 
MacDonald’s long-time fixations, especially 
the nature of time.

“It’s about the idea there’s no such thing as 
time as we know it, that there are other planes 
of existence, and about the arts as a conduit 
for higher consciousness.”

MacDonald wears a large seabird necklace 
and a silver bracelet in the shape of an endless 
knot, illustrating the concept of time as a loop.  

Tides, tectonic plates and other natural 
occurrences, and how they are reflected in an-
cient mythologies, underpinned MacDonald’s 
fine-arts degree at Unitec, which she under-
took with her husband, graduating in 2011.

The pair had been working as note-takers 
for students with disabilities for almost a 
decade, giving them the opportunity to at-
tend inspiring lectures, on subjects including 
creative writing.

Alan now works as a graphic artist, artist 
and musician, playing with the band Vox 
Nova. The couple also like taking “big days 
out”, leaving the city to be in nature and take 
photographs.

Mostly though, it’s a busy life for Mac-
Donald: managing a career of teaching flute 
at Belmont Intermediate School, painting and 
drawing, writing, and occasional spiritual 
counselling.

Austin Macauley has accepted a sequel, 
leaving MacDonald plenty of scope to make 
her mark as an author, in addition to her local 
accomplishments as a teacher, musical per-
former and artist.

Paranormal passages knotted together through time

Multi-talented… artist, writer, musician and teacher Susannah 
MacDonald
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premium.co.nz |  F ine Homes |  F ine Apartments |  F ine Li festyles
PREMIUM REAL ESTATE LTD LICENSED REA 2008

Exquisitely crafted this substantial coastal home set just one back from the beach features 
breath taking sea views offering you a unique oasis. This meticulously designed beach pad 
on 511sqm offers state of the art design throughout resulting in a stunning home that truly 
captures the joy of living. Stylish and contemporary this 327sqm home offers four bedrooms, 
two very separate living areas, a sauna and a fabulous area for swimming and relaxing. 
Escape the cares of the world to your tranquil beach side oasis.

TAKAPUNA | 24 TIRI ROAD | Your Tranquil Beach Side Oasis

PREMIUM.CO.NZ/9000 | VIEW | SUN 11 - 12 PM OR BY APPOINTMENT
TENDER CLOSES | 07 NOVEMBER 2019 AT 4 PM UNLESS SOLD PRIOR BY PRIVATE TREATY

Immerse yourself in world class, inspirational architecture, remarkable tropical landscaping 
and a spectacular tranquil lakefront position all in the heart of Takapuna. Solid concrete 
construction throughout, gorgeous lake vistas from the four bedrooms, living spaces and the 
magnificent alfresco entertaining area. This unique property now offers you an exceptional 
opportunity to own and enjoy this significant and irreplaceable landmark home.

TAKAPUNA | 274 HURSTMERE ROAD | Awe-inspiring Lakefront Utopia

PREMIUM.CO.NZ/9852 | VIEW | SUN 1.15 - 2.15 PM OR BY APPOINTMENT
TENDER CLOSES | 07 NOVEMBER 2019 AT 4 PM UNLESS SOLD PRIOR BY PRIVATE TREATY

LEWIS GUY 021 867 355  
LewisGuy@premium.co.nz
TAKAPUNA: 916 6000 

LEWIS GUY 021 867 355  
LewisGuy@premium.co.nz
TAKAPUNA: 916 6000 
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premium.co.nz |  F ine Homes |  F ine Apartments |  F ine Li festyles
PREMIUM REAL ESTATE LTD LICENSED REA 2008

This spectacular offering on the Golden Mile is unrivalled in its setting, lifestyle, prestige and rarity. Positioned perfectly on 1,892 

sq. metres of land in two titles is a sumptuous 410 sq. metres residence recently refurbished with considerable style and flair. 

Heated in-ground pool and a tennis court add to the feel of being in a resort. A family never need leave home to enjoy countless 

hours of quality time - swimming, entertaining, playing tennis, honing one’s putting skills, relaxing. Sunny paradise, private, 

secure, idyllic and one of a kind. The best of country life in the city. A truly idyllic and irreplaceable Grand Estate.

TAKAPUNA
Balmain | A Grand Estate

VIEW | BY APPOINTMENT  
PRICE | BY NEGOTIATION | PREMIUM.CO.NZ/9858

SHANNON DOELL 021 720 225 
ShannonDoell@premium.co.nz 
TAKAPUNA: 916 6000

MARIA TODD 021 743 187
MariaTodd@premium.co.nz 
TAKAPUNA 916 6000


