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XXXPorthole peeker joins pirate party

Ahoy... Emma Meikle (2) enjoys Milford shopping centre’s Pirate Day, celebrating the area’s history, 
on 9 November. Photo: Keeley Watson. More on pages 16 and 17
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A motion to ban the media and residents from 
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board workshops 
was on the agenda for the new board’s first 
meeting, held as the Rangitoto Observer went 
to press. 

Board chair Aidan Bennett was to put the 
motion, seconded by George Wood, a former 

board chair who has always been uncomforta-
ble with holding open workshops. 

On the surface, it appeared Bennett and 
Wood had the numbers. Another member, 
Toni van Tonder, from Bennett’s Fresh Ap-
proach ticket, has said she will vote for closed 
workshops.  On the six-member board, Bennett 

could use his casting vote to get the motion 
through.

In February 2017, the  Devonport-Takapuna 
board broke fresh democratic ground, with sup-
port from our sister publication, the Devonport 
Flagstaff, to hold open workshops. 

Open democracy takes hit at first local-board meeting

Dedicated to exceptional service.

021 194 4095 
g.haworth@barfoot.co.nz

Grant Haworth

…consistently professional, attentive, trustworthy and friendly…“.. “ 
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Grill your local candidates

The former Takapuna Library building 
at 2 The Strand has been vacant since an 
earthquake notice was issued in March 
2018. The 1956 heritage-listed public 
building has now been unoccupied for 
619 days. At some point, its future will 
be determined by Auckland Council.

2 The Strand:
empty for 619 days

Secret sessions
on the agenda

Aidan Bennett and Toni van Tonder prom-
ised a ‘Fresh Approach’ from their ticket 
seeking election to the Devonport-Takapuna 
Local Board. 

However, Bennett’s first official move as 
chair is to take the board back to ‘the dark side’ 
of secret meetings, where board members and 
council officers can have cosy behind-closed-
doors chats, away from the scrutiny of the 
media and the public.

The  Devonport-Takapuna Local Board has 
had open workshops since February 2017.

Bennett, in his  motion to the board,  points 
out no decisions are made at the workshops, 
so there is no legal requirement to make them 
public.

However, his real reason is instructive: 
“This has led to these workshops becoming 

uncomfortable environments for local board 
members, local board staff and other related 
invitees, which has resulted in a deterioration 
in overall relationships between the local board 
and various parties. We are therefore seeking to 
restore confidence in the local board process 
of governance and informed decision-making 
by making these Devonport-Takapuna Local 
Board workshops only for local board members 
and staff, and any other invited guests who can 
contribute information and advice.”

Bennett is also publisher of monthly good 
news magazine Channel. Does a conflict of 

interest also exist, where a publisher can influ-
ence what access the public and media have to 
council affairs?

 Open workshops can be an important part of 
the democratic process. They are  the first port 
of call, where bad, inappropriate or sometimes 
just plain silly ideas from council officers can 
first raise their heads. 

Council and Auckland Transport staff are 
not always comfortable with being exposed 
to scrutiny, but they are paid through rates and 
should be accountable to the electorate.. 

Bennett’s motion is ‘Trump Lite’. Trust me, 
we know what we are doing, and we will spin 
it directly to you on social media when we 
feel like it – omitting anything controversial or 
potentially negative, of course. Anything else is 
fake news. Decisions nutted out in workshops 
will be rubber-stamped at board meetings with 
little debate.

Is this really a ‘Fresh Approach’ that is good 
for our community? 

A massive fight over the issue was expected 
at the first meeting of the board as the Observer 
went to press.

The issue is sure to tarnish the board mem-
bers’ relationships with each other from the 
start. 

So much for a united way ahead.
Rob Drent
Managing Editor

Trust-us secrecy no recipe for unity

Devonport-Takapuna and Kaipatiki were the 
only two of the city’s 21 local boards to insist 
on keeping the sessions open.  

No decisions are made at the workshops, so 
by law they don’t have to be public.

Bennett says officers, board members and 
staff have become “uncomfortable” with the 
public and media attending the workshops. 
Better governance can result from a more open 
exchange behind closed doors, he says.

Heart of the Shore ticket members on the 
board – Trish Deans, Jan O’Connor, and Ruth 
Jackson – were adamant in the election cam-
paign that the open workshops were vital to the 
democratic process.  

If the open workshops are dropped as expect-
ed, that decision could potentially be reversed in 
the second half of the board term, when Jackson 
becomes chair. 

When asked for an opinion on whether the 
public workshops should remain as an access 
point for grassroots scrutiny of council, North 
Shore ward councillor Chris Darby said the de-
cision was not within his jurisdiction. Councillor 
Richard Hills and Mayor Phil Goff did not reply. 

From page 1

Editorial

Van Tonder backs closed workshops
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Last week the Observer asked new De-
vonport-Takapuna Local Board member 
Toni van Tonder whether she would be 
supporting Aidan Bennett’s motion and for 
her reasons. Below is her response. 

“I do intend to support Aidan’s notice of 
motion. This is because I’ve been elected by 
the public to do a job and it’s my intention to 
do that job to the best of my ability. 

“To do it well, my feeling is that we need 
to provide the right environment for council 
officers and staff to feel safe to share infor-
mation with the elected members without 
interruption or misinterpretation by the public. 
I could see from having previously attended 
workshops that there was a lack of control in 
those meetings as there are no standing orders. 
This allowed members of the community to 
interrupt, distract or start sharing information 
with the wider public in a way that was inac-
curate or misleading. This is damaging to all of 
us, it’s not fair to the community we represent, 
and it makes it stressful for council staff to work 
alongside our local board. 

“What then happens is that key information 
can be withheld. We can’t be expected to make 
good decisions as a local board when we’re not 
provided all the information required to do so.

 “There are other opportunities for the public 
to participate and present to the DTLB and I 
am comfortable with that.

“With Aidan’s NoM, consideration has 
been given and solutions have been provided 

to allow for access of information to the public 
on the topics being discussed. There are 21 local 
Boards in Auckland, 19 of which close their 
workshops. What Aidan is proposing, is, in my 
view, best practice.

“As the owner of a local paper, I am more than 
happy for you to regularly organise a sit-down 
with Aidan, myself or the support staff to discuss 
any items of interest.

“I’m keen to work alongside you in a pro-
ductive manner.”

Backward step, says Gillon 
Moves to have board workshops secret are 

a backward step, says former board member 
Grant Gillon, who was instrumental in getting 
them made public in 2017.

His approach, Gillon says, was always about 
what was better for the public and democracy, 
not what was “comfortable” for the board and 
council staff.

The workshops offered the public the chance 
to see issues debated and board members’ 
opinions detailed, rather than just decisions 
made at full board meetings.

Claims that officers held back information in 
the open meetings were unfounded, Gillon said. 

Bennett’s ‘Fresh Approach’ was “anti-pub-
lic, anti-democracy and anti-transparency,” 
Gillon said. 

Additionally, no legal reason existed for 
closing the workshops, Gillon said.
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A Guy Fawkes night fire is an “incredibly 
disappointing” setback to the reinstatement 
of the popular coastal stairs at Castor Bay’s 
Kennedy Park, which were closed by cyclone 
damage almost two years ago.

The 4 November scrub fire on the cliff-face 
damaged supports of the wooden walkway 
leading to the stairs and piles under the top 
flight. The more than 120-step stairs were 
destroyed by a slip in Cyclone Debbie in 
April 2017.

“The trust is incredibly disappointed this 
has happened on top of the natural disaster,” 
Kennedy Park World War II Trust chair Chris 
Owen says.

“It’s just another set-back to getting the 
walkway and stairs functioning again.”

There have been fires on previous Guy 
Fawkes, but further from the stairs.

The stairs were originally due to reopen in 
late 2018, Owen says. Then, earlier this year, 
the due date became October, then before 
Christmas, but now it could be later still.

Scores of people previously used the stairs 
daily, Owen says, including walkers, runners, 
swimmers and people exercising their dogs. 

Three fire appliances attended the fire about 
11pm on 5 November, says Takapuna senior 
station officer Mark Neville.

Fireworks are the likely cause, although 
the fire fighters didn’t see any activity when 
they attended.

“Scrub and grass fires are not uncommon 
on cliff edges on the North Shore,” Neville 
says.

David Green, president of Castor Bay 
Ratepayers and Residents Association, was 
at home when he smelt smoke and heard the 
police helicopter.

Green joined others running up to the park 

to help. He spoke to neighbours who were 
first on the scene and threw buckets of water 
on the fire.

“It is disappointing given the stairs were 
due to reopen before Christmas,” Green says.

Auckland Council says the delay may not 
be as bad as it could have been.

Head of operational maintenance Agnes 
McCormack says it is fortunate the stairs 

were being built offsite, with the intention of 
lowering them onto piles, so were not affected 
by the fire.

“While the existing structure did sustain 
damage that will need repairs, we were 
incredibly lucky the rebuild works and instal-
lation hadn’t started,” she says.

“We estimate the project will be delayed 
by at least a few weeks due to fire damage 
and repairs.

“Revised timings for the project will be 
confirmed once we receive the official dam-
age report from engineers currently assessing 
the site.”

A consent for the project was granted in 
July, before geotechnical work to stabilise 
the bank began. 

A report to the local board last year estimat-
ed the cost of the project at $470,000.

Well alight... Flames licking up the cliff at Castor Bay

Guy Fawkes fire damage hampers stairs renewal 

‘Incredibly disappointing’... A fire that damaged Kennedy Park stairs 
is yet another delay for WWII trust chair Chris Owen

“Carefully loving  
your little angel as  

they learn and grow”

0-6
years

open: 7am
close: 6.00pm Takapuna
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Kristin School in Albany offers a: 
•	 Modern,	multicultural,	co-educational,	

non-denominational	environment	
with	traditional	values	

•	 Focus	on	student	well-being	and	developing	
future-ready	citizens

•	 Team	of	quality	teachers	and	support	staff	
under	the	leadership	of	an	inspiring	and	
innovative	Executive	Principal

•	 Choice	between	national	NCEA	or	
International	Baccalaureate	(IB)	Diploma	
curriculum	options	for	senior	students

•	 Nationally	acclaimed	performing	arts	
programme	and	a	choice	of	29	popular		
and	niche	sporting	codes	

•	 Proud	record	of	high	academic	results	and	
scholarships	being	awarded	locally	and	
internationally

•	 Vast	range	of	community	service	and	
leadership	opportunities,	and	a	wide	array	of	
trips	and	exchanges	for	experiential	learning

•	 Park-like	campus,	state-of-the-art	facilities	
and	a	dedicated	bus	service	travelling	20	
routes	across	Auckland

An environment to open 
minds that open doors.

For all admission and scholarship enquiries,  
visit discoverkristin.school.nz or call our  
Admissions Manager on 09 415 9566 ext 2324.

FINALE FROM ALADDIN JR / KRISTIN MIDDLE SCHOOL PRODUCTION 2019

Scholarships
A	limited	number	of	partial	scholarships	are	
available	to	enable	new	students	to	join	Kristin		
in	Year	9	or	above	in	2020.	

Applications	are	invited	from	aspiring	individuals	
who	demonstrate	excellent	character,	school	
involvement,	sporting,	performing	arts	and/or	
academic	strengths.

Performing Arts [Devonport Flagsaff + Rangitoto Observer 170x240].indd   1 8/10/19   2:07 PM
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Delays to council work on Forrest Hill 
United’s home fields are proving costly for the 
football club, which has shelled out $100,000 
to use nearby school fields.

Two fields at Becroft Park are often flooded 
through the season and, with council work 
dragging on longer than expected at nearby 
Sunnynook Park, the club has been forced to 
pay for use of fields at Westlake Girls High 
School over the past four years, says club 
commercial manager Andrew Diver.

“We have spent $100,000 buying turf space, 
and that’s not really sustainable for a commu-
nity club, nor do we think we should have to 
pay,” Diver says.

Adding to pressure on local fields, particular-
ly Greville Park, is the fact Sunnynook-based 
rugby league club the Glenfield Rovers has 
been displaced by playing-field work.

The Auckland Council project to dig up 
Becroft Park’s fields two and three, replace 
the drainage and restore sand and grass was 
going to start this summer, but, as the work at 
Sunnynook hasn’t been completed, the start 
date is now the summer of 2020, Diver says.

Diver says similar delays at Becroft Park 

would be a major disaster, but, as long as the 
summer of 2020 is not rainy, he is optimistic the 
project will go well and be completed in time for 
the winter season. It is a less complex task than 
the major flood-control project at Sunnynook.

The Sunnynook Park fields are due to all 
reopen in time for the next winter season.

Auckland Council said the renewal work at 
Becroft has been delayed because of the impact 
it was going to have on cricket this season.

“There would not have been enough grounds 
available over summer with sportsfields re-
newals also happening at Freyberg Park and 
Onepoto Domain and Sunnynook Park not 
being finished yet,” head of project delivery 
John Schermbrucker says.

The proposed renewal works consist of re-
newing the number 2 and 3 sand-carpet fields, 
including new primary and secondary drainage, 
replacing irrigation heads and controller, new 
slit drains, new sand carpet, grow-in of new 
couch turf, and replacement of the existing 
cricket wicket astroturf cover.  

The project budget is $735,000.   
Work is planned to start in October 2020 anad 

be completed by April 2021.

Council delays costly for Forrest Hill United

A Milford woman is hailing progress in her 
fight against the Auckland Super City, with 
a committee’s report on her petition being 
referred to Parliament.

Susan Wann addressed the Governance and 
Administration Committee on her petition, 
calling for an inquiry into Auckland Council, 
in May.

Wann spoke about her petition – signed 
by nearly 800 people in August 2018 – and 
supporting evidence of widespread frustration 
that Auckland Council appears to be ignoring 
the views of local communities and shutting 
residents and local boards out of decisions 
that affect them.

Now the committee has heard a response 
from deputy mayor Bill Cashmore who said 
an independent review in 2016 led to recom-
mendations for council processes, including 
improving the relationship with local boards.

The committee has now produced a report 
to the House of Representatives, in which it 
recommends the council devolve more budget 
and authority to local boards.

Wann is heartened the committee in its 
report considered not only her petition but a 
more recent council survey, run by Colmar 
Brunton, finding public satisfaction with 
Auckland Council is around 20 per cent and 
trust in council decision-making is also 20 
per cent.

“It’s a small thing, but I think there has been 
a lot of small things. I hope it’s a cog in the 
wheel that brings a focus to bear on a need 
for more democracy in local government,” 
Wann says.

Super City critic heartened at progress 

Sewage overflowed onto a Milford 
footpath after a drain was blocked by wet 
wipes and fat.

Watercare had to call in a special vacuum 
truck to suck up the mass of wipes and fat in 
Seaview Rd on the morning of 14 Novem-
ber, after its usual equipment failed.

Testing has shown that minor amounts of 
wastewater flowed into the Wairau Creek 
but nothing reached the beach, a spokes-
person says.

Watercare believes several properties 
contributed to the incident and reminds 
residents that only the “three Ps” (poo, pee 
and paper) should go down the toilet.

Wet wipes and 
fat cause Milford 

sewage spill

Taking it to the top... Milford’s Susan Wann is happy her protest 
against the Super city is being reported to Parliament

Car park stoush
The Takapuna Residents Association 

case against Auckland Council with 
respect to its decisions over the 
proposed town square will be heard in 
the High Court on 10 March at 10am.
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Bayleys Full page 

Recent media articles seem to 
consistently be pointing to a rising 
sentiment in the Auckland property 
market, after what has been a very quiet 
three years, in which prices have been flat 
or easing slightly. As for the local market 
of the Rangitoto Observer coverage, this 
same sentiment is showing itself more 
strongly in a significant rebounding of 
median sales price. The latest 3 months 
to October shows a median sale price of 
$1,250,000 which is just below the peak 
of the market last seen in June 2017.

The chart certainly shows quite a 
strong rebounding of prices from the low 
point in June of this year at $950,000 to 
the current level of $1.25m.

Property cycles typically see sales 
volumes rise and fall, ahead of price 
movement; and so it is in this case. Way 
back in November 2015 sales volumes 
started to show year-on-year falls. For the 
next three and a half years, with but a 
few exceptions sales volumes have been 
weakening. Falling from a 3-month total 
of over 200 to the current level of 150. 
In that time median sales price hovered 
around $1.1m. However, heading into 
winter this year, we saw sales levels 

begin to recover as buyer activity picked 
up. Now as we head into summer we’re 
seeing sales volumes year-on-year up 
20%. With that rising level of sales 
the median sales price has recovered 
strongly.

A key factor in the current market is the 
slow level of new listings coming onto the 
market, and the resultant thin selection 
of properties for buyers to choose from. 
Typically, the run up to Christmas is a 

very active time of year, however this year 
strong buyer demand is soaking up the 
new listings resulting in this low inventory.

Across the area there is no doubt that 
results by suburb are a bit of a mixed bag. 
Milford remains the strongest market 
with strong rises in sales and prices, 
followed by Takapuna. Forrest Hill and 
Sunnynook are the weakest, although 
the latter is seeing recent sales volume 
growth starting.

Property Prices Strengthening

PROPERTY UPDATE - OCTOBER 2019 

Alistairhelm.co.nz 
Written and produced by Alistair Helm, Licensed real estate salesperson

Alistair Helm
021 610 510 
alistair.helm@bayleys.co.nz
www.alistairhelm.co.nz

BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LIMITED, DEVONPORT,  
LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008
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New charity will provide extra activities for disabled people

A new North Shore charitable trust 
has been set up to offer opportunities for 
adults living with complex disabilities. 
Rob Drent talks to Diane James.

A touching picture of Diana, Princess of 
Wales, with Daniel James and his father Steve, 
is framed on the wall of the James family’s 
Cheltenham home. 

Daniel, who has cerebral palsy, was aged five 
at the time, and at the Peto Institute in Hungary 
for a conductive education course when the 
princess popped in for a visit.

This year, Daniel, now aged 34, went on a 
Pacific Island cruise with his flatmate and  two 
carers for a week. It cost around $8500 for a 
$1500 cruise. “It was an amazing experience for 
him – he enjoyed it so much,” says his mother 
Diane James.

Daniel is lucky to be offered such opportu-
nities, and Diane knows full well others aren’t 
so fortunate.

This year, she became a trustee of the Liz 
Soper Foundation of Care, an organisation that 
provides grants for extra activities for adults 
with complex disabilities.

The trust launched mid-year and is actively 
seeking donations, with a major fundraiser 
planned this week.

Diane became involved through her links 
to Liz Soper, a long-time champion of choice 
and better standards for adults living with 
complex disabilities, and her Creative Abilities 
programmes. Creative Abilities runs 16 houses 
across the North Shore where people with se-
vere disabilities can live in the community, but 
under expert care at the same time.

Daniel James was born 12 weeks premature 

and was diagnosed with cerebral palsy at seven 
months.

He went to the Wilson Home School and 
lived at home until he was 21, when Diane and 
Steve decided he should move to a Creative 
Abilities house.

He had already been staying with Creative 
Abilities once a week for respite care.

“We thought about it for six months – it was 
a big decision. No one is going to take better 
care of a child than its parents, are they? But 
we put our faith in Liz.”

It was well placed, says Diane, with Daniel 
flourishing under the care provided and en-
joying the range of activities and programmes 
on offer. 

The move has been uplifting for the other 
children as well. Spontaneous trips and holidays 
became possible. 

“With Daniel, there is always a lot of 
pre-planning needed.” 

A trip to the movies, for example, requires 
a caregiver and a mobility taxi. A simple $16 
movie can cost $160.

Daniel comes back to the family home for 
three days at Christmas, and Diane and Steve 
generally take him out on Sunday afternoons.

Creative Abilities is celebrating 25 years this 
year, and Diane says The Liz Soper Foundation 
of Care seemed a natural next step. 

The foundation has $10,000 in its account. 
Diane and the other four trustees are now 
applying to other foundations for money and 
working on protocols on how it will be man-
aged and distributed.

Email ashley@creativeablities.co.nz for 
more information. All proceeds go to the Liz 
Soper Foundation. 

Right royal moment... Diane James with a photo of her son Daniel, then aged five, and husband Steve 
with Diana, Princess of Wales. Daniel, who has cerebral palsy, is now 34.

LIMITED SPACES FOR 2020
info@age.school.nz |   Ph (09) 218 7771
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We’ll be there when you need us.

The care you deserve,  
at a price you can afford
We offer:
•  A New Zealand-owned company  

focused on caring for our community
•  Cremations from $2,100 and very competitively priced funerals
•  Eco-friendly options
•  Discounted funeral costs when you meet with us  

in advance to record your wishes
• Zero-fees pre-payment plan for added peace of mind

We’re available any time of the day or night,  
so simply call us on (09) 477-2433.

Hazel James 
Manager/Funeral Director

Ryan Berry 
Funeral Director

office@windsorfunerals.co.nz        windsorfunerals.co.nz

Summer vibe at Hauraki School’s Twilight Fair

Picnicking with teddy bears and other friends: Saoirse McLeod (5), Taylor Metcalf (5) and Elodie McLeod 
(3) enjoy the Hauraki School Twilight Fair. Photos: Keeley Watson
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North Shore,
recharge your hearing

Call 09 475 9849
Book your risk-free trial now!

215 Wairau Rd, Glenfield, Auckland

For a limited time, we’re offering $500 off the 
newest rechargeable devices. Call us today to book - 
limited space available!

Balmy evening... 
The sun came out for the 
Hauraki School Twilight Fair 
on 9 November, creating a 
positive summer vibe. Families 
gathered on the grass with 
picnic blankets and around 3000 
people enjoyed the food trucks, 
mobile farm and second-hand 
stalls. It raised $55,000 towards 
a replacement school swimming 
pool. (Clockwise from top left): 
Jahanara Khan (6) enjoys a 
waffle; Isla Lambourne (4) pets a 
rabbit; and Tove Tui Markovic (2) 
feeds peanuts to a nosy alpaca.
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Milford / Takapuna Tides

©Copyright OceanFun Publishing Ltd               www.ofu.co.nz

I would like to respond to the comment 
made in the last issue of the Rangitoto Ob-
server (8 November) by Auckland Council’s 
team leader of plans and places Mr Dave 
Sanders about the judgement of the Court of 
Appeal on the zoning decisions for the two 
blocks in Takapuna, the Promenade Block 
and Lake Road.

Mr Sanders is not correct in refering to the 
decision of the court as “not saying every 
submission matter should be addressed in 
total”. The court on the contrary said that the 
Independent Hearings Panel and council had 
to provide reasons for accepting and reject-
ing every submission. The law allowed for 
submissions referring to the same matter to 
be grouped together, but every submission 
had to be answered.

And about the “millions” of [further] 
submission points that had to be addressed, 
the council has not yet explained how 3800 

further submissions added 1,400,000 sub-
mission points to the Unitary Plan process, 
when it was made clear as a rule that further 
submissions couldn’t add any further points 
to the primary submissions. If anything, 
the further submissions would have made 
the task of the panel much easier, helping 
the commissioners to understand better the 
various specific issues. 

While my case was limited to the Prom-
enade Block and Lake Road sites, it is 
crystal clear to anyone familiar with the 
decision-making on the Unitary Plan that 
there were no adequate reasons in relation 
to all other submissions seeking site-specific 
relief. 

The consequence of all this is that submit-
ters to the Unitary Plan process throughout 
Auckland were left to guess or infer reasons, 
and disempowered from being able to con-
sider proper appeal rights – not only in my 

case, but in all other submissions seeking 
rezoning and height changes. This is the 
‘elephant in the room’ that the council is 
well aware of.

In his 2016 statement of evidence on zon-
ing to the Unitary Plan Independent Hearings 
Panel, Mr Sanders indicated that for “the 
coastal edge as a major recreational asset it 
is considered that a conservative zoning is 
still appropriate in these areas”. 

I certainly agree with that policy and I 
submitted that greater opportunities for 
intensification should have been recognised 
in areas further inland instead of the water-
front, in locations where construction and 
land costs would be lower, promoting more 
affordable housing, and that the best and 
more immediate intensification could be 
achieved in such areas closer to the Akoranga 
Bus Station.
Franco Belgiorno-Nettis

Court of Appeal wanted every submission answered

113 x 60 

FUNERALS 
NELSON & SUSAN 

ELLIOTT 

YOUR LOCAL  
Whoopee! Finally, Takapuna has its own 

supermarket!  New World has just opened 
a “Metro” store in Shore City and it has 
delighted the locals.  I’m one of them!  For 
so many years we have had to drive and 
shop at the larger supermarkets. 

Every now and then, we would hear 
rumours that one was on the way, only to 
be  disappointed when nothing eventuated.  
Well, now it’s a fact and it’s proving to be 
very popular with the locals. Delicatessen, 
butcher, bakery and usual grocery items  all 
in the centre of our town.... It’s a fun place 
to shop. Thank goodness for New World.
 Mandy Dempsey

At long last
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Contact Mark Spooner
Office: (09) 486 6099
Mobile:  (021) 221 2348
mark@insightaccounting.co.nz
www.insightaccounting.co.nz

Tax and advisory services 
for your business.

Bodyline with Guy Body 

TA K E  T H E  
P R E S S U R E  O F F

22 Wynyard St, Devonport   P 09 446 0934   E info@fireflynz.com    
www.fireflynz.com

Offer applies to orders confirmed by deposit between 1st November – 21st December 2019, for installation 
in January / February 2020. Free lining includes plain Thermal Blockout or Polycotton lining only.

Order curtains NOW 
for installation in  

the new year and get 
FREE lining on us.

Call our interior designer Aleysha now on  
09 446 0934 to book a free quote.

The police helicopter was called when 
a man and his inflatable dinghy parted 
company in offshore winds just out from 
Castor Bay.

The incident occured about 7pm 
last Monday, 11 November, a police 
spokesperson says.

By the time the helicopter arrived, 
the man, who was wearing a lifejacket, 
had swum to shore between Castor 
Bay and Milford Beach. Police spoke 
to the man and called an ambulance 
as a precaution. The inflatable dinghy 
was recovered by a passing yacht and 
returned to Milford Marina.

Police chopper 
called to capsize
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In the week North Shore MP Maggie Barry 
announced her retirement from Parliament, a 
grainy YouTube clip was coincidentally doing 
the rounds, showing a 26-year-old Barry front-
ing Radio New Zealand’s Morning Report with 
Geoff Robinson.

She was somewhat controversially the first 
woman and youngest co-presenter on the show.

The Dominion and Evening Post campaigned 
to get her off the show, she recalls.

“They ran a cut-out coupon – ‘Do you hate 
Maggie as much as we do?’”

Some would say her time in the media spot-
light (four years on Morning Report, a stint on 
Nine to Noon and her own gardening show on 
TV One for 12 years; feature-writing for the 
Listener; and a host slot on Radio Live) was 
ideal preparation for a career in politics.

However, she points out that growing up in an 
argumentative Irish family, where you needed 
to have evidence to back your opinions and 
convictions,  was just as important.

It was the Pike River disaster that fed Barry’s 
desire to enter politics. A long-time supporter 
of hospice, and the first-hand experience of her 
mother Agnes battling dementia for 10 years, 
she wanted to give a voice to the vulnerable 
and the elderly, who may not be able to speak 
for themselves.

She entered Parliament as the MP for North 
Shore in 2011, but told her National bosses she 
was not a career politician and would be gone 
after 10 years.

“A decade in politics is enough – I think a lot 
of politicians go on too long.”

Barry has just turned 60, and her husband 
Grant Kerr is 71. They want to have time to 
enjoy an active retirement. 

In fact, Barry could find herself being a 
chess supporter across Europe. Kerr was a 
professional chess player across the Eastern 
Bloc in the 1970s. One stop he plans to make is 
the Moscow Central Chess Club, which he last 
visited 50 years ago.

When Barry announced her decision not to 
seek re-election in 2020, some vitriolic Face-
book trolls told her to “get back to the garden 
where she belonged”.

The irony is not lost on Barry – this is exactly 
what she plans to do in her retirement.  “Once a 
gardener always a gardener,” she says.

“We’re falling a bit behind a bit,” she admits, 
looking at some just-planted lettuces in the veg-
etable patch at her Stanley Pt home.

There’s also a Maggie Barry rose, bred for 
her by the late Sam McGready.

She tells a story of how she is in possession 
of lilies from former Prime Minister Robert 
Muldoon. 

Muldoon had a talkback-radio slot, Lilies and 
Other Things, and sent out lily seeds to selected 
callers. Barry’s mother got some, and grew 
flowers from which Barry now has the offspring. 

Travel is also prominent on her to-do list: 
she’s interested in going to Bhutan, returning to 
Mexico, and visiting the cities of Europe where 

she once took guided groups on garden tours – 
all without the stresses of 4am Tuesday starts 
for flights to Wellington, 80-hour weeks (rising 
to 100 hours as a cabinet minister), and endless 
weekend engagements,  following the arrival of 
briefing papers on a Friday night.

Newfound freedoms of living a “normal 
life” in Devonport beckon. “We’ve often said, 
‘Wouldn’t it be nice just to pop down to the local 
bowls club?’” A total change from the “bells 
and whips” which have dominated her life as 
a parliamentarian.

Some writing and volunteer work for hospice 
are also likely in her retirement. 

Barry went into cabinet in 2014, serving in 
the portfolios of Conservation, Seniors and Arts.

She made headlines around the world for the 
Predator Free 2050 campaign, which aims to rid 
New Zealand of possums, rats, and mustelids.  
It is eminently possible, she says. Not a rat has 
been seen at her property in three years after 
trapping, and the bird life has exploded. 

“There’s a real opportunity on the Devonport 
peninsula to encase it in a ‘ring of steel’ to keep 
the predators out,” she says. People can literally 
save the environment, starting in their own 
backyard, although Barry accepts that a genetic 
solution to modify the breeding of pests is the 
only real solution, and hopes the Green Party 
doesn’t manage to “dilute” this option.

Controversially, Barry was accused of bully-
ing by staff members, allegations she says were 
groundless: “Throughly investigated – nothing 
was found.” 

Her support of 1080 poison prompted a hatred 
that she says was her worst time in politics. She 
received death threats, but she remains true to 
her conviction that the poison is the best current 
option.

She’s been equally committed to her oppo-
sition to David Seymour’s End of Life Choice 
Bill, which would legalise euthanasia for the 
terminally ill. The progress of the bill through 
Parliament has been “harrowing”, with many 
New Zealanders sharing their stories before a 
select committee she chaired.

The bill was passed on 13 November 
69–51. It will come into force if a referendum 
approves it.

Barry herself has a member’s bill before 
Parliament that aims to provide better palliative 
care for the elderly.

Although she says she has a thick skin, she 
won’t miss the bear pit of Parliament, and the use 
of the kind of tactics described in the book Dirty 
Politics, by Nicky Hager, which had sensation-
al allegations involving blogger Cameron 
Slater. A few National Party members were 
implicated, but Barry describes Slater’s work 
as “despicable” and seems to genuinely ad-
mire Hager’s tenacity for exposing it.

“I just hope that type of thing doesn’t put 
people off standing for public office.”

• The National Party will likely decide 
by the end of January the new North Shore 
candidate for next year’s election.

Let’s go... Maggie Barry MP and husband Grant Kerr are looking 
forward to the freedom of living a normal life, after enduring the 
heavy demands of politics

MP looks forward to gardening and travel 
End of an era
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Milford 09 489 5049
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Professional Quality Service 
•  Gasfitting •  Certifying/Licensed
•  Digger Hire •  Plumber/Drainlayer 
•  All Aspects of Plumbing & Drainage

Contact Dan
info@obornplumbing.co.nz
www.obornplumbing.co.nz

0800-143-051 or mob 021 119 3227

ObOrn 
PlumbinG 

AnD DrAinAGE lTD

Plumbing, Gasfitting, 
Drainage, Roof Leaks

MAINTENANCE SPECIALISTS
Prompt courteous service

Fully insured for your peace of mind

Certifying Plumber, Gasfitter and Drainlayer

Call Mat 
0800 277 566

We guarantee 
our Workmanship

Backed by over 35 years’ experience 
of quality preparation and painting

ph ross kingdom 
021 723 413

registered 
professional painters

Phone COLIN on 480 5864

RECOVER YOUR
LOUNGE SUITE

Call us for a free quotation and put the life
back into that favourite chair or lounge suite

AWARD FURNITURE

RENE GARDENING

SMALL & MEDIUM TREES 
HEDGES  

& SHRUBS 
GARDEN TIDY UPS

PRUNING –TRIMMING
WEEDING – MUCH MORE

Too tired to tidy up your garden?
Call today and get your tidy garden back!

facebook.com/ReneGardening

rene.keishi@gmail.com
Kei: 021 134 5604

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM:  
96 Hillside Rd, Glenfield, Auckland   
Hours: 8 - 5 weekdays

Call our designers to bring your 
ideas to life. Free consultation. 
10 year workmanship guarantee.

Phone 09 443 4461

www.neodesign.co.nz

kitchens
DESIGN   MANUFACTURE   INSTALL

Professional Quality Service
Craftsman Plumber and Gasfitter

New installations
Repairs and Maintenance
Precision Plumbing 2010 Ltd

david@precisionplumbing.co.nz
www.precisionplumbing.co.nz

Ph 021 841 745
David Mortimore 

Blocked Drains 
Sewer and Stormwater, 

Tree root removal 
unblock Toilets,  

Basins, Showers etc 
CCTV camera if required 

Ph 021 841 745
Same Day SerViCe

Royal Design & Drapes
Made to Measure

Curtains, roman Blinds,  
roller Blinds, Venetian Blinds, 

shutters and tracks

15 yeaRs expeRience 

royaldesign.gk@gmail.com 
www.royaldesign.nz

Gabrielle 021 050 4961

North Shore based renovations, 
new builds, design & project  

management since 1985.

Trustworthy licensed builders specialising  
in residential alterations/extensions, 

kitchens, bathrooms, tiling, re-cladding.

Contact Alex Carey on  
0274 660 666, or visit our website 

www.efd.kiwi

Electrician
Friendly 

Registered Electrician

Call Oli
021 02 73 63 23

Genuine Low Prices
Prompt Service
Senior Discount
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Classifieds
SERVICES OFFERED.

A1 Handyman. Excellent work, budget. No job too 
big or small. Josh: 021 261 8322.

Issue 1 – 15 March 2019DELIVERED FORTNIGHTLY AN INDEPENDENT VOICE
Issue 1 – 15 March 2019DELIVERED FORTNIGHTLY AN INDEPENDENT VOICE

Experienced 
reporter wanted

The role is interesting and varied. 
It involves covering a wide variety 
of stories from club sports, council 
projects, quirky hobbies and festivals 
to crime.
You need to be a highly motivated jour-
nalist, with initiative, a keen nose for 
news, the ability to turn around clean 
copy quickly and take high-quality 
photographs. 
In return, you will be working for an 
award-winning team, with a strong 
chance of similar success yourself.
Working for a community newspaper 
offers an opportunity to make a differ-
ence, meet inspiring people, and write 
in a variety of styles.
Send  your  CV and covering letter 
to managing editor Rob Drent at  
news@devonportflagstaff.co.nz.

Reporter required for the  
Devonport Flagstaff and the  

 Rangitoto Observer 

Find us at
shorejobs.co.nz

Shore Jobs is the new site for all your job needs on the North Shore. 
We might be new, but all the jobs that are currently available are here.  

We have employers from North Head to North Albany and everywhere in between!  
Looking for a new opportunity? Need to advertise a position?  

Look no further – ShoreJobs for all your job needs.

The sure choice for all Shore jobs!
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for all your job needs on the 
North Shore.

We might be new, but all the 
jobs that are currently availa-
ble are here. We have em-
ployers from North Head to 
North Albany and everywhere 
in between. Looking for a new 
opportunity? 

Need to advertise a position? 

Look no further – ShoreJobs 
for all your job needs. 
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Teen surf life saver 
breaks records

Kailen Brackebush, a student at West-
lake Boys, represented the Orewa Surf Life 
Saving Club at the recent New Zealand 
Surf Life Saving Championship, breaking 
two national records at the event: U14 
Mixed Medley Relay and U14 Mixed 
Obstacles. 

The event saw over 400 participants 
from all age groups, involved.

More than 700 older people showed 
they are keen to stay active in mind and 
body by attending an Active Ageing expo 
in Takapuna

Community groups and clubs 
promoted their activities with stalls and 
demonstrations. Visitors could have a go 
at some of the activities including Pilates, 
Tai Chi and chair yoga.

Feedback from exhibitors was they 
could gather new members without the 
usual commercial competition and in a 
friendly atmosphere, Takapuna North 
Community coordinator Sarah Thorne 
says. Takapuna North Community Trust 
organised the 8 November event in 
collaboration with Age Concern North 
Shore, North Shore CMA and Takapuna 
Library.

Older people on the ball
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Bouncing with joy... Amelia Bolderson (5) was among participants in the Milford Pirate Day on 9 
November. Events included Painted Bird’s vintage fashion show, swing dancing led by Swing Out Central 
and a competition for the best vintage outfit. Photos: Keeley Watson

All hands on deck! Pirate pandemonium hits Milford

15 Derby St, Devonport   |   Ph (09) 445 8716   |   admin@waitematagolf.co.nz

Founded in 1905, Waitemata Golf 
Club is a beautiful 18-hole course 
with a flat contour that allows easy 
walking through beautiful park-like 
surroundings with well-established 
trees, shrubs and water features. 

Nestled between Mt. Victoria and 
Narrow Neck Beach, the course 
is one of Devonport’s iconic 
attractions. Originally the home of the 
Takapuna Jockey Club, the contours 
of the infamous ‘Back Straight’ are 
still discernible when playing the 
par 5 13th. The course was originally 
nine holes within the perimeter of 
a horse-racing track. Motorbike 
racing, horse racing, greyhound and 
professional foot racing shared Alison 

Park until 1934. The first full season 
of the Waitemata Golf Club on Alison 
Park took place in 1906, with annual 
subs of one guinea for men, and ten 
shillings and sixpence for women. 
Players were to use caddies and pay 
them sixpence for the afternoon and 
one penny for each ball found.

Waitemata Golf Club is committed 
to growing the game among young 
people and has seen a large growth in 
junior membership, offering support 
for both new and experienced 
golfers. Junior membership is open 
to all those under 19 years old, with 
competition days on Sundays.  
It includes free term-time coaching 
every Friday after school.

The recently renovated club 
rooms offer the ideal ‘19th’ of your 
round. Our relaxing lounge bar 
and comfortable dining area are 
complemented by spacious outdoor 
decking providing panoramic views 
of the course. The Waitemata Cafe 
and Bar menu is extensive and very 
reasonably priced.

The ProShop stocks the latest and 
greatest products from Ping, Titleist, 
Mizuno and Wilson, along with 
apparel and a range of accessories.  

There is a new $30,000 launch 
monitor, which enables the team to 
fully customise a club or a set for you 
and your golf game.

All golf related enquiries: mark@theclubroom.co.nz 
All social enquiries, including room hire: thewaitematabar@gmail.com  

This is a very popular course and bookings are essential.  
Please note that we are a soft spike-only-course, and that dress standards require a collared shirt, and prohibit denim.
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PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY

Kathryn 
Robertson
Residential Sales

021 490 480

E: Kathryn.robertson@bayleys.co.nz
W: kathrynrobertson.bayleys.co.nz

Licensed under the reA Act 2008

What’s on @
Takapuna Library

ALBRECHT TO ZUSTERS 
AOTEAROA ARTISTS’ 
BOOKS EXHIBITIONS

From “The Visionary” 
Elizabeth Serjeant and Joan Taylor. 

From “The Visionary” Elizabeth Ser-
jeant and Joan Taylor.
Stunning artists’ books by Aotearoa 
NZ artists, writers, printers and mak-
ers are on display in the Angela Mor-
ton Room. They explore different 
materials, bindings and forms – from 
the traditional Codex to fold-outs, to 
items in a box. These factors gener-
ate fresh ways to make books, and to 
experience reading them.
Rohan Wealleans, Colin McCahon, 
Keri Hulme, Max Gimblett, Ralph Ho-
tere, and Michele Leggott are some 
of those whose work features in this 
selection from the Angela Morton 
Collection’s rare books normally only 
seen by request. 

2 Nov 2019 - 31 Jan 2020, in the  
Angela Morton Room art library,  

Level 1, Takapuna Library. Open daily. 
see instagram @angelamorton.room

Braving the storm... Junior pirate Benjamin Baa (3) isn’t too sure 
about a shower of rain at Milford Pirate day

In the salon... Nana He (4) 
gets her face painted

They’ve got the look... Lonnae (9) 
and Cooper (6) Parrey

Avast, ye hearties!

Memory Lane... Hundreds of people, including Sophia Anderson in 
vintage wear for Pirate Day, looked through an exhibition of Milford 
heritage photos from 5 to 17 November. Photos showed a steam train 
in Milford, a salt-water pool at the mouth of the Wairau Estuary, a 
tram to Takapuna, a ferry to Lake Beach (now Takapuna Beach) and 
other records of past times (Photo: Milford Residents Association)
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Your local North Shore MP
Hon Maggie Barry ONZM

Member of Parliament – North Shore
National’s Spokesperson for Seniors, Veterans, Disability Issues and Associate Health

Retiring from Parliament 
After nine thoroughly enjoyable 

years serving you as your local MP, 
I’ve decided to retire from Parliament 
and will not be standing again at 
next year’s general election. It has 
been an enormous privilege to have 
represented the North Shore since 
2011, a community my husband Grant, 
son Joe and I have loved being part of 
and we intend to stay living here.

Politics is all consuming and your life 
is sometimes not your own, which is as 
it should be for such an important role. 
After a stimulating and full-on decade 
in politics the time is now right for 
Grant and I to start on our bucket list 
as long as your arm. As I’ve always said 
having Grant alongside has meant 
North Shore has had two MPs for the 
price of one and I’m now intending to 
take up a support role for a while as 
he follows his dream to play in Seniors 
Chess tournaments around the world.

When I turned 50, I felt the need to 
move on from a Broadcasting career 
spanning 3 decades and instead of 
reporting from the side-lines I made 
the decision to stand for Parliament 
with an ambition to be a voice for the 
vulnerable.

It was an honour to be selected as 
National’s candidate and I promised 
the delegates I would do my best to 
represent the interests of the North 
Shore for three terms.

I’m grateful and humbled to have 
had the support of the diverse and 
vibrant community we’ve made our 
home and to have been returned as 
your MP for the past three elections.

There have been many highlights 
including being a Minister inside 
Cabinet for three years under the 
leadership of Prime Ministers Sir 
John Key and Sir Bill English. I was 
given my dream Portfolio trifecta of 
Conservation, Seniors and Arts, Culture 
and Heritage. I’m proud to have raised 
awareness of the scourge of elder 
abuse and to make a contribution to 
helping save our threatened plant and 
bird species and it was an honour to 
represent my country for the World 
War One commemorations.

Until the next election, it’s business 
as usual and I will continue to 
advocate and work on your behalf so 
please contact my electorate office in 
Takapuna if there are any issues you 
want to discuss with me.

BUSINESS BREAKFAST MEETING
Tues 26 Nov, 7am-9am — Takapuna 

Boating Club, 39 The Strand
I warmly invite you to join me to 

discuss the state of our economy over 
a complimentary light breakfast. We’ll 
be joined by Hon Paul Goldsmith, 
National’s Finance & Infrastructure 
spokesperson who’ll lead the 
discussion around our new policy 
document on how we would rebuild 
the economy and help support 
businesses to grow. We’d welcome 
your feedback on our policy ideas 
about the economy and what would 
work best for you and how you’d like to 
see things change. Seating is limited so 
to confirm your breakfast please email 
us northshore@parliament.govt.nz or 
ph Miriam 09-486 0005.

Your local North Shore MP 
Hon Maggie Barry ONZM

Member of Parliament – North Shore 
National’s Spokesperson for Seniors, Veterans, and Associate Health

Funded by the Parliamentary Service and authorised by M Barry, 15 Anzac St, Takapuna

NORTH SHORE ELECTORATE OFFICE  
15 Anzac Street, Takapuna     |    P 09 486-0005     |    E northshore@parliament.govt.nz        
       Facebook.com/maggiebarrynz           @maggiebarrynz

I have listened to some strongly worded views on 
the coalition government’s new plan for Auckland’s 
transport with many North Shore drivers unhappy 
we’ll be hard hit by an increase in petrol taxes, up 
to about 25 cents a litre or around $15 every time 
we fill up our cars. Around half of this will be from a 
nationwide tax increase on fuel and the other half 
from a new regional tax for Auckland, but how will it 
specifically benefit us here on the Shore to ease the 
time wasting congestion on Lake and Esmonde Roads 
for example? I’m very interested to hear your views on 
what value you think we get for the not inconsiderable 
rates we give Auckland Council every year. If we had 
the choice what are our local priorities that would 
make a difference to our quality of life here on the 
Shore? I have a brief questionnaire I’m posting on my 
Facebook and Website which I’ll be taking up with 
Mayor Goff next month and I’d appreciate your views. 

We are certainly enhancing the lifestyle and lifespans 
of our local songbirds and it was good to hear an 
update on progress ridding the peninsula of rats 
from DOCs Predator Free 2050 Auckland Ranger. Kat 
Lane’s role in helping coordinate community projects 
using DOCs expertise, has meant she’s been able to 
work very effectively with Celia Walker from Restoring 
Takarunga Hauraki. Together with the enthusiastic 
volunteers, they’ve made impressive gains with nearly 
400 rat traps in a community wide grid network to 
ensure they don’t re-infest. Rat numbers are tracking 
very low which is why we all heard so many more birds 
this summer. Congratulations to Kat, Celia and the big 
team who’ve made that happen and there’s always 
room for more volunteers to help fight the War on 
Weeds, holding the line on rat control and helping with 
the next bird count of our 20 most popular songsters, 
email Celia at pestfreedevonport@gmail.com or go 
to www.norats.org or www.doc.govt.nz and look at 
Predator Free 2050 for other ways to get involved.

When I became the Minister for Arts, Culture and 
Heritage with special responsibilities for WW100 
commemorations in 2014, it was my honour to unveil 
plaques commemorating our soldiers stories in Belgium 

and France. As part of my personal contribution, I 
narrated Nga Tapawae, in the footsteps of the ANZACs 
recordings featuring moving dramatised extracts from 
soldier’s diaries which you can now download as a 
free app to enhance your awareness of the soldier’s 
experiences. ANZAC Day has always been a day of 
commemoration and some sadness in my family, as we 
remember those who served and those who were not 
as fortunate as my family and never returned home. My 
Grandfather fought at Gallipoli and then in Egypt in 
WWI, and my father and uncle in the Airforce and Navy 
respectively during WWII so I’ve always appreciated 
our country’s proud record of service and the sadness 
of the survivors for those who made the ultimate 
sacrifice. 
            
The Depot will reflect the mood of our community with 
‘A Moving Tribute’, a photography exhibition which 
follows the tour of the Victory Medal around New 
Zealand and Europe. We’re looking forward to going 
to the opening on Monday night with members of the 
Kiely family whose father Tom is one of the very few 
surviving children of the brave WWI kiwi tunnellers in 
Arras. 
 
This year’s ANZAC Day for Grant and I will begin 
with the dawn parade in Browns Bay and as proud 
members of our local Devonport RSA we will be joining 
the Parade and laying a wreath at the mid-morning 
Devonport ceremony. Gary Monk ONZM will be laying 
a wreath with his granddaughter Ella on my behalf at 
the Takapuna Commemorations. At the going down of 
the sun, we will attend the always poignant Takapuna 
Grammar sunset service with its roll call of honour of 
the names of the 85 former pupils who died serving in 
WWII and in Korea.
 
Lest we forget. At the going down of the sun and in the 
morning, we will remember them.

From your local Devonport based MP for North Shore,

Hon Maggie Barry ONZM

Business Breakfast Meeting

Authorised by Maggie Barry MP, Parliament Buildings, Wellington.

Tues 26 November, 7am—9am
Takapuna Boating Club, 39 The Strand 

With Hon Maggie Barry ONZM, North Shore 
MP and guest speaker, Hon Paul Goldsmith, 

List MP and Spokesperson for Finance  
& Infrastructure.

Find out what National would 
do to repair the economy.

For a complimentary light breakfast please RSVP  
to Miriam on 09 486 0005 or email  
northshore@parliament.govt.nz
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The numbers of attacks on health-board 
staff have reduced since stab-proof vests 
and body cameras were introduced for 
security staff a year ago.

The Waitemata District Health Board 
(DHB) has introduced a number of security 
measures at its facilities to improve safety 
for staff, patients and visitors, including 
CCTV cameras, personal alarms, rostering 
a security guard in its hospital emergency 
departments and training on defusing con-
frontations. 

“As of 1 September 2018, security and 
traffic staff at Waitemata DHB started 
wearing cameras on their vests as part of 
a proactive plan to deter and de-escalate 
potential incidents,” the DHB’s director of 
human resources, Fiona McCarthy, says.

“The cameras are used in Britain and the 
US where they are proven to calm situations 
to a point where clinical staff can focus on 
caring for patients.”

From April to September 2019, there 
were 357 physical-aggression incidents, a 
decrease compared with April to September 
2018 when there were 447 attacks recorded.

Of 51 physical attacks across all Waitem-
ata DHB services in September 2019, 90 
per cent left staff reporting ‘psychological 
effects’, McCarthy says in a report.

Seventy attacks were made on DHB staff 
in August and 67 in July.

In September, all of the physical aggres-
sion incidents were caused by people who 
had no intention to cause harm. 

This can be due to the effects of alcohol, 

drugs or psychosis, reports to the DHB’s 
board show.

Physical injuries include cuts, bruises, 
strains and sprains.

 In September, 22 attacks occurred in 
the emergency departments of the DHB’s 
Waitakere and North Shore hospitals in 
specialist mental health units, including 
the Mason Clinic, and three in hospital 
dementia units.

A year ago, community-based staff 
who make home visits were issued with a 
smart-phone-based alarm linked directly 
to police, but so far have not needed to use 
it. Training on assessing risk before home 
visits is thought to be the reason, group 
manager occupational health and safety 
Michael Field says.

Attacks on hospital staff down since security tightened

A lack of recent Census data is hindering local 
health boards’ ability to plan programmes and 
spending, with a local DHB committee member 
describing the situation as “a shambles”.

Auckland and Waitemata District Health 
Board (DHB) staff have recently produced 
reports on predicted health needs in the two 
districts, but note there is a risk figures for pop-
ulation and demographics may be inaccurate, as 
they rely on projections from 2013 Census data.

“Would it be too much for Waitemata DHB 
to put pressure on the government to bring 
forward the release of Census data” asked a 
member of the joint Auckland and Waitemata 
DHBs’ community-and-public-health advisory 
committee, Lee Mathias.

“At every table I sit around, we are hampered 
in our future planning,” said Mathias, at a 30 
October meeting.

“This Census has been a shambles. The one 
before was not fantastic.”

Mathias said the report authors did a good job 
but they must “lie awake at night wondering, 
‘Did we get this right?’”

The committee agreed to ask CEOs of the 
northern DHBs to write to statistics minister 
James Shaw.

One of the report authors, Dr Karen Bar-
tholomew, said the latest government advice 
was some Census data, originally expected in 
December 2018, would be available in March 
2020. However, Bartholomew said it was likely 
the data would still be difficult to interpret and 
need further work.

Statistics New Zealand blames the delay on 
low participation in the 2018 online Census, 
with 90 per cent of the population filling out at 
least some of the Census, compared with 94.5 
per cent in 2013.

The Waitemata DHB area contains approxi-
mately 627,000 people, making it the largest in 

the country, the DHB’s Health Needs Assess-
ment 2019 says. 

That population is expected to grow by one-
third, to 818,000, by 2039.

In that time, the number of people over 65 is 
likely to increase from 14 per cent to around 21 
per cent of the total population.

The population make-up will change, with 
the Maori population growing by 36 per cent, 
Pasifika by 41 per cent and Asian by 71 per cent.

As a population, the people living in the 
Waitemata district are the healthiest and long-
est-living in New Zealand.

However, Maori and Pasifika people live on 
average four to six years less than European 
and other groups, and rates of hospitalisation 
and death from chronic diseases are two to three 
times higher than for European/other ethnicities.

In future, the gap in life expectancy for Maori 
and Pasifika people is expected to widen.

The report notes sources of data include the 
Ministry of Health and other ministries, ACC, 
health service providers and the World Health 
Organisation. 

‘Shambles’ Census delays 
hamper health planning

Front-line experience 
added to DHB board
A senior North Shore Hospital doctor 

has been elected to the Waitemata 
District Health Board (DHB), adding 
firsthand experience to the mix.

Endovascular special ist John 
Bottomley is new, along with former 
Labour Party minister Chris Carter.

Five incumbent board members were 
voted back in: AUT faculty of health and 
environmental sciences dean and pro 
vice-chancellor Max Abbott; women’s 
health advocate and writer Sandra 
Coney; former distance runner Allison 
Roe; pharmacist Warren Flaunty and 
chiropractor Edward Benson-Cooper.

The new board takes office in 
December. 

The two Min ister  of  Heal th-
appointed members representing 
Maori are finishing up: GP and university 
lecturer Matire Harwood; and business 
consultant Morris Pita. The other two 
appointed members, lawyer, academic 
and former newspaper editor Judy 
McGregor, who is board chair, and 
former New Zealand hockey player and 
administrator Kylie Clegg (deputy chair), 
will remain.

 • ballet • Jazz • Contemporary • Hip Hop •  
Stretch & conditioning • PRE-sCHOOL •

new classes in takapuna

STUDIO LOCATIONS

Taitamariki Hall
 8 Auburn St, Takapuna

Devonport studio
24 Vauxhall Road, Devonport

•   Eriko Finlay   •   e.finlay@xtra.co.nz   •   021 455 106   •   www.lecolededanse.co.nz
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Extra starry Christmas for St Joseph’s

Show business... Children give it their all at a workshop led by tenor Simon O’Neill: Maia Arous (6),  
Lexi Paterson (5) and Scarlett Lee (5) 

Hitting high note... Children at St Joseph’s School are excited to be workshopping at their Christmas 
concert with leading opera singer Simon O’Neill (on the piano) and teacher Peter O’Connor

A Takapuna school’s Christmas concert is 
setting the bar high, with guest appearances 
from parents who are among the country’s 
top musical talents.

World-renowned opera tenor Simon 
O’Neill, who has three children at St Joseph’s 
Primary School, will perform at the concert. 

Back from performing in Berlin, Paris 
and Los Angeles, O’Neill led a workshop 
for the school’s 450 pupils on 6 November, 
where they practised a range of Christmas 
and opera songs. 

O’Neill and the children will be accompa-
nied by the Auckland Symphony Orchestra, 
led by conductor Peter Thomas, who is also 
a parent at the school. 

Gourmet food trucks and a bar will be 
on hand while parents mingle before the 
6pm concert, Once Upon a Starry Night, on 
Sunday 8 December at Westlake Boys High. 
Tickets and more details on iticket.co.nz
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Tabitha Becroft: Following in Mum’s boots 

Many hats... Tabitha Becroft has many roles working for the environment, but restoring Lyford Reserve 
is what she does for fun 

An early memory of sailing out to protest 
the arrival of a nuclear-powered US warship 
planted a seed of environmental activism 
for Sunnynook’s Tabitha Becroft.

“We were a tiny sailing dinghy among 
the massive fleet of boats,” Becroft says. 

“The US wouldn’t confirm or deny 
whether they had nuclear arms.”

The expedition was led by Becroft’s 
mother, Genevieve Becroft, who was-
well-known in Takapuna for community 
leadership and arts patronage, and also a 
keen gardener.

“She was always gardening and an en-
vironmental activist,” says her daughter, 
who has been the driving force behind the 
restoration of Sunnynook’s Lyford bush 
reserve, the largest expanse of bush in the 
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area.

Not that Becroft approves of the board’s 
name. 

“It’s a mouthful, but there isn’t an easy 
way to name the area. I prefer ‘Sunnynook 
South’,” she jokes, adding it’s not an orig-
inal idea.

Earlier this year, Lyford Reserve’s path 
was officially opened, making it much 
easier for the community to both enjoy and 
maintain the “native haven”, as Becroft 
calls it.

The path was completed in collaboration 
with Auckland Council and supported by a 
local board grant, but there was still a big 

contribution from the community.
Becroft has dragged her family into 

helping, with her husband’s Takapuna engi-
neering firm, Stellar Projects, contributing 
above and beyond the time paid for from the 
local board funding, and her children doing 
everything from tree-planting to making 
weta hotels from bamboo.

The secret to getting a project like this 
going is just to start, Becroft says. Then 
people contribute.

Becroft wears many hats professionally, 
but leading the Lyford Reserve project, 
on behalf of the Sunnynook Community 
Association, is what she does “for fun”. 

She leads working bees on the third 
Saturday of the month, and has been doing 
trapping mainly on her own.

Becroft plans to work with the new 
environmental coordinator Fiona Martin 
to expand pest control in the reserve. (See 
Green Page 23, for more on Martin.)

Pollution of a stream in Lyford Reserve 
is another concern. The council tests it four 
times a year, but Becroft is dismayed resi-
dents dump shells and garden waste into it. 

Becroft is positive the estuary can be-
come cleaner, if work is coordinated and 
looks forward to Martin’s role in facilitating 
that. Sadly, once the valley was a large wet-
land, but now streams have been replaced 
with concrete channels. 

“If you look at the Devonport-Takapuna 

Local Board area, water is our point of 
difference. We have beautiful beaches, 
an amazing estuary – Shoal Bay is inter-
nationally renowned for its wading birds, 
and Lake Pupuke is the most amazing 
volcanic lake.”

Growing up in the house her mother still 
lives in beside the lake played a part in that 
passion, she says. 

Becroft’s children, now aged 12 to 16, 
all attended Sunnynook Primary, where 
Becroft is now employed for three hours a 
week teaching the children gardening skills. 
After the children grow the food, a teacher 
helps them cook it.

She also takes beginners’ trapping work-
shops for community groups, on contract 
to Auckland Council and the Department 
of Conservation, with one coming up in 
Milford, as part of the Birdsong Project, 
working towards a pest-free area.

A new ‘hat’ is a two-day-a-week job for 
Auckland Council as a biodiversity adviser, 
which Becroft is still scoping out with the 
council.

Becroft is full of praise for the Sunny-
nook Primary School and groups in the 
Sunnynook community for helping out with 
environmental projects. 

Another commitment for Becroft, 47, is 
caring for her mother – now unwell – who 
has been her inspiration in giving generous-
ly to the community and the planet.

Catching up with...
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In the 8 November edition of the 
Rangitoto Observer, a piece about a 
Castor Bay beach clean-up mistakenly 
said about 12 volunteers collected a 
small amount of rubbish. In fact, the 
Clean-Up Crew’s Emma Wingrove says 
more than 20 people collected three 
large sacks of rubbish, mainly fishing 
line and plastic ‘nurdles’, which is what 
fish ingest and die from. It is also what is 
allowing plastic to enter the food chain. 
Apologies for any confusion caused.

Oodles of nurdles From weeping to action... A Milford residents group lobbying for 
action on the presence of human faeces and toxic heavy metals in the 
Wairau Estuary and Milford Beach collect signatures for a petition 
to Mayor Phil Goff. Milford Weeps’ (Wairau Estuary Environment 
Protection and Swimming) Guy Armstrong (left) and Max Whitehead 
took their campaign to Milford Mall on 9 November. The petition 
calls for the mayor to protect the health and safety of beach-goers 
through reducing hydrocarbons and heavy metals in sediment to 
guideline levels and making the beach swimmable 365 days of the 
year by 2025. Another goal is to raise the Milford Beach and Wairau 
Estuary Safeswim rankings to the average for North Shore beaches 
by 2022. At press time they had more than 300 signatures. Visit  
our.actionstation.org.nz/petitions/milford-weeps-swimmable-365

Advocates call for mayor to ‘cut the crap’

Dire straits... Milford’s Warwick 
Gair explains why the Wairau 
Estuary needs cleaning up

(09) 368 0150 
forsythbarr.co.nz

 
This column is general in nature and should not be regarded as 

personalised investment advice. Disclosure Statements for Forsyth Barr 
Authorised Financial Advisers are available on request and free of charge. NS
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Mandy Pettit
Martin Edwards

Interest rates move 
and so have we

The latest economic data re-
leased showed that the New 
Zealand economy is slowing 
with annual GDP falling from 
3% to 2%, record low interest 
rates, Banks tightening credit 
and low unemployment not 
feeding into wage inflation.
 On the other hand, 
offshore sentiment is being 
stimulated by Central Banks 
cutting interest rates, the 
uncertainty of US/China 
trade wars edging toward a 
possible conclusion and com-
panies taking advantage of 
lower interest rates to invest 
for the future.
 Diversification within your 
investment portfolio, while 

interest rates are low, pro-
vides you with opportunities 
to achieve both income and 
capital growth.
 Investment markets offer a 
selection of opportunities for 
investors, depending on their 
investment risk profile, from 
defensive income stocks 
to  growth-oriented stocks. 
Deciding which options 
best suits your personal 
circumstances, whether 
you are a new investor or 
an experienced investor, 
is not an easy decision. As 
Authorised Financial Advisers 
on the North Shore, we 
manage bespoke investment 
portfolios for clients. These 

portfolios are typically spread 
across several asset classes 
(cash, fixed income, property 
and shares in New Zealand 
and offshore). We contin-
ually review portfolios with 
the objective of identifying 
investment opportunities 
consistent with each client’s 
needs and goals. 
We’ve moved:
After nine years we have 
re-located to our new offices 
at the Ground Floor, Air New 

Zealand Building, The Ave-
nue, Smales Farm. We look 
forward to seeing you at our 
new office in the near future.
 Martin Edwards and  
Mandy Pettit are Authorised 
Financial Advisers with 
Forsyth Barr, North Shore.  
To arrange a meeting to 
discuss your investment 
objectives in confidence,  
call (09) 368 0034 or email  
ns@forsythbarr.co.nz
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New environmental coordinator bad news for rats 
A new environmental role should boost work aimed 

at restoring native birdlife in the local area.
While surrounding areas, including Hibiscus and 

Bays, Kaipatiki and Devonport already have pest-
free coordinators, Takapuna, Milford and surrounds 
haven’t.

Now, Fiona Martin (pictured) is taking up a 
15-hour-per-week role as Takapuna North enviromen-
tal coordinator, coordinating environmental groups 
and activities in the area.

Martin will work with local volunteers to imple-
ment the environmental plan for Takapuna North – the 
North Shore Birdsong Project. 

This is a plan developed by community groups and 
finalised in July with the goal of eradicating pests and 
restoring the natural environment in the area between 
Takapuna and Sunnynook.

“Fiona brings a wealth of community and environ-
mental experience to the role and we look forward to 
seeing the amazing things she will no doubt achieve 
in supporting environmental restoration projects in 
the Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area between 
Takapuna and Sunnynook,” says community coordi-
nator Sarah Thorne.

Martin has relevant experience gained from work-
ing in environmental roles with councils in New 
Zealand and Australia’s Port Stevens, and is an active 
pest eradication volunteer with the Kaipatiki Project.  

If you have any questions for her or would like 
to know more about how you can get involved 
in environmental restoration, Martin’s email is  
enviro@takapunatrust.org.nz. 

OUTDOOR SOFAS OUTDOOR  LOUNGERS

OUTDOOR  DINNING

QUALITY UMBRELLAS

S U M M E R  2 0 1 9 - 2 0 2 0  C O L L E C T I O N

View the range at designconcepts.co.nz or visit 18 Barrys Point Rd

Manufactured with Marine-Grade aluminium, Sunbrella fabric and Quick-Dry foam  
to withstand New Zealand’s harsh weather conditions.



The RangiToTo obseRveR  Page 24 November 22, 2019

premium.co.nz |  F ine Homes |  F ine Apartments |  F ine Li festyles
PREMIUM REAL ESTATE LTD LICENSED REA 2008

Occasionally we have the pleasure of presenting a magnificent home, like none other. Imagine the combination of a prestigious Takapuna 
beachfront position, sumptuous modern luxury home and the ever changing views that simply take your breath away. Set on a mature 
landscaped freehold 1,480sqm site the 493sqm Simon Carnahan designed home exudes sleek uncomplicated architecture. Stunning, modern 
design with broad open plan living long across the ocean frontage, chef´s kitchen, walk in pantry, dining and lounge opening to the patio and 
infinity pool overlooking the sea. With 4 bdms, 3 ensuites and family bathroom plus a 5th bdm with separate entrance, triple car garaging, 
custom glass elevator to all levels, workshop, wine cellar and direct access via secure gates onto the sand, this is the ultimate paradise. 

TAKAPUNA
World Class Waterfront 

VIEW | PLEASE CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT   PREMIUM.CO.NZ/9862
TENDER CLOSES | 10 DECEMBER 2019 AT 4 PM UNLESS SOLD PRIOR BY PRIVATE TREATY  

JIM MAYS 021 937 766 
JimMays@premium.co.nz 
TAKAPUNA: 916 6000

JELENA FREEMAN 021 65 65 63
JelenaFreeman@premium.co.nz 
TAKAPUNA 916 6000

BOUNDARY INDICATIVE ONLY 


