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Shark-attack survivor gets 
back on his board... p4

Halberg finalist heads off  
to another world champs... p3

Burning recycling load 
dumped in Sunnynook... p16

Vive La France! Market bustles, despite downpour
To page 2

Dedicated to exceptional service.
…consistently professional, attentive, trustworthy and friendly…“ “ 
021 194 4095 
g.haworth@barfoot.co.nz

Grant Haworth

Bonjour mes amis... French entertainer PJ and MC Monique Bradley keep the show on the road at 
the Vive La France! market in Milford on 22 February, despite the rain. More photos pages 8 and 9.  

Four North Shore schools are part 
of a New Zealand-first pilot resilience 
programme to improve pupils’ mental 
health and wellbeing.

Milford School, Forrest Hill School, 
Takapuna Normal Intermediate School and 

Belmont Primary are all introducing the 
Resilience Project’s wellbeing curriculum 
into classrooms this term. 

Presentations to parents are taking place 
now and a launch held this week.

Every student will have 20 to 30 lessons 

throughout the year, each lasting about an 
hour. 

Pupils will complete a variety of activ-
ities that introduce them to the Resilience 
Project’s key pillars: gratitude, empathy, 

Schools put mental health on curriculum   
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The former Takapuna Library building 
at  2 The Strand has been vacant since an 
earthquake notice was issued in March 
2018. The 1956 heritage-listed public 
building has now been unoccupied for 
724 days. At some point, its future will be 
determined by Auckland Council.

Demolition by neglect?... Former 
1956 library at 2 The Strand

mindfulness and emotional literacy. 
Takapuna Normal Intermediate principal Wendy Sandifer said 

wellbeing was a world-wide issue, impacting on New Zealand in par-
ticular: “One in four adults will suffer mental health issues this year.”

She said wellbeing was “a concern for everyone: students, staff, 
parents and the wider community”.

Sandifer has been interested in wellbeing for years. It was the focus 
of her 2017-18 sabbatical, which took her to Canada and Australia, 
where she discovered the Resilience Project. In Australia, the pro-
ject has been running for more than five years, and has expanded to 
sporting codes as well as schools.

In New Zealand, the programme is paid for by each school, but in 
this year’s pilot the four schools are getting funding from the Tania 
Dalton Foundation. 

Parent response to the programme launch had been “fantastic”, 
said Sandifer.

Resilience Project founder Hugh van Cuylenburg planned to be 
on the North Shore for the launch this week as the Observer went to 
press and to take initial sessions.  Fostering resilience… Takapuna Normal 

Intermediate principal Wendy Sandifer

‘Wellbeing’ programme 
embraced by Shore schools
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Oarsome costumes make waves at Beach Series finale 

In the pink… Jason Herriman was among entrants who got into the spirit of a retro-themed final night 
of the Beach Series summer races at Takapuna Beach last Tuesday. More pictures p12-14 

Preserving coastal track no walk in the park

To page 3 

The future of a hugely popular coastal 
track between Takapuna and Milford is set to 
be secured as Auckland Council negotiates 
with a property owner over purchasing his 
historic bach.

People have been walking through Paul 
Firth’s garden since 2011, when a wooden 
bridge was washed away in a storm.

At that time, the council found it had never 
been an official bridge and rebuilding would 

require a coastal consent, which required ap-
proval from all affected landowners.

Firth, now 74, withheld his consent because 
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Fears locals short-changed   
by new town square... p7

New Takapuna-Milford paper 
hits the streets... p2

‘Sacred’ pohutukawa trees  
turn into a menace... p4

2 The Strand:
empty for 724 days

Takapuna Primary will host an official 
Anzac Day service this year.

The traditional Takapuna service will be 
moved from the War Memorial at The Strand, 
due to disruption caused by the Hurstmere Rd 
road works, it was decided last week.

Takapuna Primary can “comfortably ac-
commodate 2000 people”, which is around 
the usual attendance number, an Auckland 
Council report to the Devonport-Takapuna 
Local Board said. 

A flagpole at the school can be used as a 
substitute war memorial, with wreaths laid at 
its base, and the school hall will host  post-ser-
vice refreshments. 

A budget of $32,500 has been allocated 
for the Takapuna and Devonport Anzac Day 
services, with an extra $2000 now provided 
for a new traffic management plan.

The Takapuna service will return to the War 
Memorial at the Strand in 2021.

Anzac ceremony 
moved to school

Letters to the Editor 
Letters should relate to Milford, 

Takapuna and surrounds. 
Submissions without a name  

will not be printed.
Letters may be edited or abridged. 

Email news@rangitoto-observer.co.nz
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“Carefully loving  
your little angel as  

they learn and grow”

0-6
years

open: 7am
close: 6.00pm Takapuna

Young sailing star Blake McGlashan is set 
to compete in the 470 World Championships 
in Spain next month.

After being finalists in the emerging tal-
ent category at the Halberg sports awards, 
McGlashan and sailing partner Seb Menzies 
are taking another step up in the sport.

McGlashan says it was a great honour to 
be nominated alongside other top athletes 
at the Halbergs, and be recognised in front 
of all manner of celebrities.

“John Key, Richie McCaw… all of those 
people you see on TV were there,” he says.

McGlashan, 17, is in his final year at 
Westlake Boys High School and lives in 
Castor Bay. While juggling schoolwork 
and the responsibility of being this year’s 
sports captain, he is training regularly on 
the water near home.

Not only did McGlashan and Menzies 
win the 420 Open World Championship 
title in Newport, United States, in 2018, but 
also last year’s 420 Hempel Youth Sailing 
Championships in Gdynia, Poland, followed 
by silver in the 420 Open World Champion-
ships in Vilamoura, Portugal.

Yachting New Zealand talent develop-
ment manager Geoff Woolley says, “We see 

a big future for them in the sport no matter 
what avenue they choose.

“We are very excited about their potential 
and where they are at in their development 
at such a young age.”

McGlashan’s love for sailing stemmed 
from his father, who grew up sailing and 
who has encouraged him to do his best in 
the sport.

“I always try and stay humble and not 
let anything get to my head. I’m just go-
ing to keep doing what I’m doing,” says 
McGlashan.

He is especially thankful to the quality 
coaches he has had growing up and is always 
keen to learn as much as he can on and off 
the water.

The strongly self-driven teen hopes he 
can continue to sail in competitions while 
attending university next year.

In the future he hopes to sail in the 
America’s Cup and the Olympics, following 
in the footsteps of some of New Zealand’s 
most formidable sailors.

Out there... Westlake Boys student Blake McGlashan (left) and sailing partner Seb Menzies on a 29er,  
the boat they have mostly been racing in this year.              Photo:  Yachting New Zealand

Halberg finalist eyes new challenges

“John Key, Richie McCaw…  
all of those people you see  

on TV were there.”
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We’ll be there when you need us.

The care you deserve,  
at a price you can afford
We offer:
•  A New Zealand-owned company  

focused on caring for our community
•  Cremations from $2,100 and very competitively priced funerals
•  Eco-friendly options
•  Discounted funeral costs when you meet with us  

in advance to record your wishes
• Zero-fees pre-payment plan for added peace of mind

We’re available any time of the day or night,  
so simply call us on (09) 477-2433.

Hazel James 
Manager/Funeral Director

Ryan Berry 
Funeral Director

office@windsorfunerals.co.nz        windsorfunerals.co.nz

A Takapuna man who fought off a shark 
which bit him in the arm was back swimming 
and surfing several days later.

“I was definitely a bit wary,” said Nick 
Minogue, speaking to the Observer two days 
into a South Island surf trip.

The trip to the Dunedin area with three 
friends had been booked months ago and “I 
didn’t want to pull the pin – it was one of 
those confronting your fears kind of things.”

Minogue (60) was attacked while surfing 

Attack survivor dives back 
into waters known for great whites

at Pauanui Beach on 23 February by what 
was believed to be a three-metre great white 
shark, which latched onto his board until he 
punched it in the eye.

The shark’s teeth also cut through his 
wetsuit leaving him with a cut and bruised 
arm “which was a bit sore on the Saturday 
night, but okay after that”. Minogue became 
a national and international celebrity, fielding 
calls from media in New Zealand and around 
the world,  including Czechoslovakia, the 

Middle East and the United States.
“It’s one of those incidents which seems 

to create a lot of interest,” he said.
Back home in Auckland after the attack, 

Minogue, who is also a keen swimmer, de-
cided to get back in the water the following 
Tuesday at the Takapuna Beach Series, held 
over a course close to the shoreline.

“I was in the water with about 200 swim-
mers… as one of my friends said, there were 
lots of decoys.” 

Safely back on board… Nick Minogue, foreground, with surfing mates Graham Shaw and Jeremy Shanahan 



March 6, 2020 The RangiToTo obseRveR  Page 5 

Wet wipes

www.fireflynz.com 
22 Wynyard St, Devonport | 09 446 0934
Offers valid 29th Feb – 28th March 2020, or while stocks last

Firefly are proud to host a 
presentation by designer 

David Trubridge on  
Thursday 19th March, 

6pm

CALL US NOW TO BOOK 
YOUR PLACEUP TO 60% OFF

L I G H T I N G  •  F U R N I T U R E  •  F A B R I C S  •  W A L L P A P E R

S A L E

The confidence-building swim set him 
up for the surfing  trip off the Otago coast, 
ironically an area known for sightings of 
great white sharks.

“I was a bit anxious,” Minogue said. But 
he surfed two sessions on Thursday – at 
St Kilda and Aramoana – and then two on 
Friday at St Clair and a secret spot near 
Murderers Bay. 

 He wore a waterproofing casing for his 
arm, but said his paddling was unaffected by 
the shark bite the week before. He has photos 
of the bite marks on his board and arm to 
prove it wasn’t just some sort of dream, and 
now another set of pics of him returning to 
the water less than a week later. 

Bite marks… Nick Minogue’s arm (above) and surf board (left) after the shark attack

Efforts to discourage teenagers from 
taking up vaping will be led by health 
board staff.

Waitematā District Health Board has 
agreed in principle to work with schools 
in the community on vaping prevention.

A report to the board’s December 
meeting, prepared by staff, said vaping 
is an effective way to help people quit 
smoking.

However, the appeal of the likes of 
flavoured vapes means there is a risk 
young people, in particular, will take 
up vaping and then go on to smoke 
cigarettes.

Teens who may not be tempted to 
smoke cigarettes could find vaping 
appealing, the report said.

At the board’s February meeting, 
DHB chief executive Dale Bramley 
proposed the board endorse vaping as 
a tool to assist quitting smoking, but 
oppose it being taken up by people who 
have never smoked before.

Board member Sandra Coney wanted 
advice from the Cancer Society before 
endorsing a board position statement 
to that effect.

Schools targeted 
for vaping 
prevention
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RYMAN 
PIONEERSEase
THE LIVING IS EASIER, FOR EVERYONE

Call Mark or Janet for more details

WILLIAM SANDERS VILLAGE 
7 Ngataringa Road, Devonport, 445 0909

rymanhealthcare.co.nz

Superbly located in Devonport, nestled 
amongst peaceful surroundings, 
William Sanders is named in honour of 
a pioneering navel hero who set the 
standard for others to follow. 

 One-bedroom serviced apartments 
featuring kitchenettes and private 
ensuites are now available

 Views out to Polly’s Park and the city 
lights, or the beautiful village gardens

 Priced from $490,000

11
33

8

Living is a little easier in a Ryman serviced apartment. There’s housekeeping, 
and a chef will prepare your main meal every day. Created on-site, using 
local, seasonal produce - our Delicious menu is another example of how we’re 
pioneering a new way of living for a new retirement generation.
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The opening of a Gull New Zealand petrol 
station on Takapuna’s busy Taharoto Rd has 
been waiting on the removal of a Watercare 
main since the end of last year.

Gull had plans to open before Christmas, 
but a water main below a vehicle crossing on 
Rangitira Ave has delayed them.

Gull’s general manager, Dave Bodger, 
said the shallow water main has prevented 
them from re-concreting their crossing and, 
with the delay from Watercare’s contractor, 
the new station might not be open until after 
Easter.

Bodger said they were fortunate enough 
not to damage the water main with their 

digger at the time and have been awaiting 
Watercare’s assistance for over two months.

Gull’s sustainability manager, Karl Mis-
chewski, said, “We are not open and local 
motorists are missing out on competing fuel 
on Taharoto Rd.

“Despite requests for urgency, nothing has 
been done,” he added.

A Watercare spokesperson said a connec-
tion to the Gull site would be operating by 
the end of this week “should the chlorination 
of the new pipe go smoothly. A shallow main 
and buried valves made shutdown procedures 
difficult and contributed to the delays.”  

Meanwhile, some local residents are still 

not sure if the new Gull station will add any 
value to the neighbourhood. 

A resident on Rangitira Ave, Gill Knight, 
doesn’t believe the Gull station is a priority 
for the community, as it sits within 100 me-
tres of two other petrol stations.

“The traffic is already bad and traffic 
coming out of Gull will not help,” said 
Knight, who believes the Gull station might 
encourage more U-turns and make the busy 
road more dangerous.

But, another resident, Tanya Hadfield, 
hopes the Gull station will drive petrol prices 
down, when it opens, as it has done in other 
areas of the country.

Water main issue stalls Gull opening

Still waiting... the new Gull outlet in Taharoto Rd might not now open until after Easter

Plans for a seven-storey apartment block in 
the residential area behind the Takapuna Beach 
Holiday Park are moving ahead, after the con-
clusion of a legal appeal, but the appellant is 
trying to put up another legal road block.

Craig Donaldson on behalf of the C and V 
Family Trust has lodged a consent application 
with Auckland Council to develop two neigh-
bouring properties at 18 and 20 The Promenade.

The trust’s plan is to build a seven-storey and 
adjoining three-storey block, together accom-
modating 14 one-to-three-bedroom apartments.

The trust has an immediate neighbour’s 
consent for shading and visual dominance 
infringements and claims there won’t be any 
more issues, as all other potentially affected 
properties are further away. 

It says other infringements, including for cov-
erage area and height to boundary, are less than 
minor and is requesting its application proceed 
without public notification.

The height of the buildings complies with 
the Unitary Plan.

Potential shading of the campground and 
public reserve has been a chief concern of  
Takapuna resident Franco Belgiorno-Nettis, 
who has contested Unitary Plan decisions in 
Takapuna through the courts. 

In preparation for further action, he is asking 

the High Court to suspend the Unitary Plan’s 
provisions for the Promenade Block and another 
block south of the Takapuna shopping centre and 
east of Lake Rd.

This could affect the plans of developers, 
including the Donaldsons.

Apartment block plans progressing, but court action continues
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Oysters and bubbles... Adding a touch of luxury to the Vive La France! Milford market on 22 February are 
Arazzo’s Susan Scott and Cave a Vin’s Romain Michaud 

Relishing the market... Sales of homemade jams and preserves were très bien for Karen Ross (left) and 
Dianne McIntosh, despite downpours 

Torrential rain fails to dampen spirits
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Thinking of the planet... Jade Salthouse from The Source Bulk Foods was glad to see the rain, which didn’t 
dampen the French market atmosphere

Arty party... Lake House Arts resident artist Tanz 
Parrott was one of 43 stall-holders

Striking the right chord... Entertainment included 
accordion player Tracey Collins (above),  
a dog show, snail race and a display of late-model 
French cars

at Milford’s Vive La France! market
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Dumped... some of the rubbish 
discarded behind shops in Milford

Business owner tracks down illegal dumper
The sight of dumped household rubbish, 

including broken chairs, bags of household 
objects, a net, and computer monitor behind 
Milford shops enraged a business owner so 
much he paid the owners a visit.

Owner of Le Visage salon Keith Taylor 
says the car park behind his shop is a popular 
dumping ground, and getting rid of the rubbish 
is a costly exercise.

Sick of the problem, he went through the bags 
of junk and found a discarded air ticket with a 

name and address on it. 
Taylor went to the address, where he could see 

a family was living, and knocked on the door, 
but no one answered.

He stayed outside the house where he could 
be seen and took photos of the property.

Taylor planned to go back and dump the 
rubbish in the yard, but the next day the rubbish 
had all gone.

Taylor had also called the council, but was 
unimpressed when he was told the issue would 

Board sticks with ‘no address required’ 
policy for submissions

A bid to require residents to give their 
address when making submissions on 
council consultations was thrown out by 
the Devonport-Takapuna Local Board in 
a split vote last week.

The addresses would only be used by 
council and not made public, member 
Ruth Jackson said in a motion to the 
board. Currently submissions on council 
consultations can be made without 
providing an address.

The addresses could be useful, for 
example, in quantifying if concern over 
an issue was localised or across the 
wider board area, Jackson said.

Member  Tr ish  Deans sa id  in 
all submissions she made to the 
Environment Court or to the Government, 
she needed to provide her address, 

adding it should be no different locally.
Member Jan O’Connor said the 

current system was shambol ic, 
where submissions on local issues 
could be coming from “Stewart 
Island” for all council knew.  Board 
member  George  Wood sa id  i f  
requiring an address was mandatory, 
homeless or transient people would be 
cut out of the process.

Wood, and other board members Toni 
van Tonder and Aidan Bennett, who all 
voted against the proposal, were worried 
residents’ concerns about privacy 
would be a barrier to them submitting if 
addresses were compulsory.

Deans, O’Connor and Jackson voted 
for the motion, with chair Bennett using 
his casting vote to defeat it.

be dealt within three working days.
Taylor wants more to be done about fly 

tipping in the car park, saying he pays high 
rates and rent.

He would like CCTV cameras to catch dump-
ers and signs put up around the area.

Another nearby Milford business, The Hub, 
led a clean-up of the car park last week,  having 
become similarly frustrated  about the mess.

The Milford Business Association’s Murray 
Hill says employing a street cleaner has helped 
reduce rubbish behind the shops.

Auckland Council said the North Shore 
dumping officer went to the car park the day 
after Taylor called and found the rubbish had 
already gone.

Support your paper 
for the price of 
a cup of coffee. 

Go to rangitoto-observer.co.nz and click on  
‘Become a supporter’ at the top of the page.
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A surge in crime on Takapuna’s industrial 
and retail strip has business owners blaming 
occupants of nearby motels used for emer-
gency housing.

The Observer walked along Barrys Point 
Rd last week, with former policeman and 
current Devonport-Takapuna Local Board 
member George Wood, and found seven 
shop-owners who had been victims of bur-
glaries or attempted burglaries in the past 
few months.

Drew McAuley, who has owned Cause-
way Motors for 16 years, says crime has 
never been so bad. He has spoken to other 
businesses who suspect people staying at 
the motel at the end of the road.

He has had three car thefts so far this year, 
Andrew Hunt has owned Autopal for 10 

years and says, until a few months ago, he 
had only ever had a car stereo stolen. 

But before Christmas, thieves, captured 
on his CCTV footage, jumped over the fence 
adjoining Auburn Reserve and smashed the 
windows of five cars, costing him $1200 
in repairs.

Upstairs, at a fishing shop, a recent 
attempted burglary saw intruders cutting 
alarm cables, but not entering.

The business is now facing spending 
thousands of dollars on security devices.

Other businesses reported cash thefts. 
They say police traced a man to a nearby 
motel offering emergency accommodation 
and gave him a warning.

The Observer was told of further thefts, 
including car batteries, motor bikes and 
bicycles.

The business owners complained to 
police but said law enforcement officers 
were slow to respond, and none was aware 
of an arrest.

The owner of Pupuke Manor Motel near 
the top of Barrys Point Rd and bordering the 
reserve, who identified himself as Ethan J, 
said he had owned the business for a year 
and currently had 90 per cent emergency 
accommodation tenants referred by the 
Ministry of Social Development (MSD).

“Most of these are good people, who are 
in trouble and don’t have a home,” Ethan 
says.

He checks references before accepting 
them. 

MSD confirmed Pupuke Manor is one 
of six motels in Takapuna it uses for emer-
gency accommodation, which is initially 
for a week, but may be renewed on a week-
by-week basis until transitional housing is 
found.

 Wood had been told of around 15 inci-

dents of shoplifting this year at Countdown 
Takapuna in Barry’s Point Rd, two of which 
threatened staff safety.

The supermarket only calls police if staff 
safety is an issue. Otherwise, it logs them 
on a police website.

Wood was concerned for the people stay-
ing at the motel, who were vulnerable and 
needed more support, as well as the lack of 
police action.

If police responded immediately to 
crimes and made arrests, crime would re-
duce, he says, adding there is a shortfall of 
police officers since the Takapuna station 
closed.

Police media said they were not able to 
comment on burglaries.

MSD said emergency accommodation 
was important for putting a roof over the 
head of people who would otherwise be 
sleeping in cars or in the rough. The agency 
says it is important that communities wel-
come these people.

Case managers work with these people, 
seeing them at least once a week to review 
their accommodation and more if possible.

Once in transitional housing, they get in-
tensive help with training, employment and 
connecting with social services. Many move 
on to state housing, a spokesperson said.

Crime surge near temporary housing 
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Fay Freeman states that the current library 
has poor parking. As a 40 years-plus library 
patron by car, on about a fortnightly basis, I 
have never once not found a free park in the 
parking area beneath the library. On the rare 
occasion that all the parks were full, a wait 
of under three minutes sawone available. 
The loss of all these free car parks, if the 
library is sold, will not only inconvenience 

library patrons but also further add to Taka-
puna’s woes when the large shoppers’ car 
park is closed. The new parking building 
will presumably not only be costly, but 
also too small to cater for these additional 
library users.

This demonstrable error by Freeman does 
bring into question all her other assertions.
John Potter

Takapuna Library parking defended

The latest updates on the SkyPath bike 
and pedestrian pathway project made for 
some perplexing reading  this week. I can’t 
understand that this project is still on the table 
given the latest $360 million costing. With 
construction proposed to start next year this 
is sure to end up costing over $400m. Back 
in 2018 ( not so long ago), the government 
was budgeting $390 million for cycling and 
pedestrian projects nationwide, and this is 
now the cost of just one of them.

It’s pretty easy to see that this has just 
become another vanity project for tourists 
and the minority of Aucklanders who will 
use it on a regular basis and the construction 
costs are just the beginning for an exposed 
structure over sea water that will require 
ever-increasing maintenance as it gets older. 
I am all in favour of promoting cycling and 
ride myself, but Auckland is not Amsterdam 
– we live in a hilly city that covers a very big 
land area, which does not lend itself to easy 

commuter cycling. I can see that the size and 
geography of Auckland compared to the pop-
ulation density makes for expensive transport 
infrastructure without the population to pay 
for it – an issue found in many American 
cities – and it’s easy to fall into the trap of 
projects like this.

At least the original design was enclosed 
and below the main deck level. Having an ex-
posed pathway on the same level as passing 
traffic sounds awful.We all know that it can 
get pretty windy up on the bridge, as many 
truck and motorcycle drivers can testify. I 
can’t see it being used by many on cold, wet, 
windy winter days, and except for those who 
live and work within reasonable distance 
of each end it’s a bridge from nowhere to 
nowhere if you are walking or riding a bike. 
I can see Northcote becoming a parking lot 
as people leave their cars there to cycle over 
the bridge, and that ride over the bridge is a 
very long steep climb unless you are really 

fit. On arrival at the other side, you are still 
not in the CBD and have a good ride along 
the waterfront (more money for this) to get 
to work. 

Surely a better way to spend the money 
would be to invest in an increased capacity 
and frequency transport infrastructure – more 
and bigger ferries and buses for example, and 
make it cheap: $2 return to the city. It’s what 
works in most of the larger European cities, 
so let’s learn from that. Let Fullers run the 
tourist and island services and bring the city 
ferries under local authority control. The 
real goal here is to get the most number of 
people out of their cars for the least amount 
of money. The SkyPath project doesn’t de-
liver bang for the buck and is a luxury that 
can wait until transport initiatives that really 
make a big difference to all Aucklanders are 
implemented. 
Antony Clarke

SkyPath doesn’t deliver 
bang for the bucks

Did you know that the mental 
health ward (Ward 12) at North Shore 
Hospital has not increased its beds 
for 20 years? This is a disgrace with 
the increase in population and the 
emphasis on mental health. I have a 
friend who needs to go into Ward 12 
now but will have to wait until a bed 
becomes vacant. In the meantime, 
he is in a very stressed condition and 
needs someone with him at all times. 

   Judy McGrath

Hospital 
needs more 

mental-health beds
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This solution (pictured right) is all we 
need to make a safe coastal walkway 
to Milford!

This is the repaired walkway from 
Mairangi Bay to Murrays Bay. 

This simple solution would make the 
walkway near O’Neills Ave, plus the rise 
over the tree on the sewerage ramp, 
safe. Please ask the local board and 
council for action. 

We could even share public funds, 
if necessary, as was the case with the 
Takapuna Beach playground. (Obviously 
our extortionate rates haven’t achieved 
a resolution.)
Marion O’Kane

Bays walkway put forward 
for Milford-Takapuna route

Simple!... A reader says a walkway 
like this between Mairangi 
and Murrays bays would work 
between Takapuna and Milford

Letters

Hub helps triple use of Mary Thomas Centre
 I need to respond to comments in the recent 

Rangitoto Observer that said that the Mary 
Thomas Centre in Takapuna is under-utilised.  
This is simply not so.

Community use of the Mary Thomas Centre 
(MTC) has almost tripled over the last three 
years and continues to grow, with an estimated 
average of close to 300 users per week. This 
growth can be attributed, in part, to the coun-
cil-agreed rededication of the ground floor of 
the centre as a Community Hub in 2017.

The Takapuna Hub had a founding aim of 
creating a space for organisations to attract 
services that were not previously available in 
the Takapuna area.  At that time, this part of the 
North Shore was missing out on services which 
were available in the south and west. The Hub, 
now in its third year of operation, is achieving 
that goal of bringing new services to the north.

For many years, the Mary Thomas Centre 
has provided central office spaces for a range of 
small but significant community organisations 
that either serve sectors of our community di-
rectly or provide support services to strengthen 
our charitable sector.

The Mary Thomas Centre now provides 
gathering spaces for an extensive and diverse 
range of regular user groups. The variety of 
spaces has advantages that make it distinct 
from suburban community centres and houses 
on the North Shore. Firstly, it can accommodate 
large gatherings of up to 100 people and allows 
centralised hosting of events. 

Secondly and critically, it provides spaces 
for community organisations and networks 
who meet to be kept informed and prepared 
for important policy or legislative changes 
–  i.e: from both local government and central 
government.  

It is also a place where community funders 
(local, national, and philanthropic) will present 
to community organisations on changes to 
funding criteria and timing. This is critical for 
our community sector.

Another key distinction is that the Mary 

Thomas Centre hosts meetings for members 
of the business community who provide 
voluntary service to our NGO sector, who can 
drop in to meetings and forums at lunchtime or 
after work to hear more about local and central 
government initiatives that could impact their 
governance or management role in the com-
munity organisations they serve.
Yvonne Powley,  CEO, Auckland 
North Community and 
Development (ANCAD)
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Stop searching. Start living.
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Professional Quality Service 
•  Gasfitting •  Certifying/Licensed
•  Digger Hire •  Plumber/Drainlayer 
•  All Aspects of Plumbing & Drainage

Contact Dan
info@obornplumbing.co.nz
www.obornplumbing.co.nz

0800-143-051 or mob 021 119 3227

ObOrn 
PlumbinG 

AnD DrAinAGE lTD
We guarantee 

our Workmanship
Backed by over 35 years’ experience 
of quality preparation and painting

ph ross kingdom 
021 723 413

registered 
professional painters Phone COLIN on 480 5864

RECOVER YOUR
LOUNGE SUITE

Call us for a free quotation and put the life
back into that favourite chair or lounge suite

AWARD FURNITURE

RENE GARDENING

SMALL & MEDIUM TREES 
HEDGES  

& SHRUBS 
GARDEN TIDY UPS

PRUNING –TRIMMING
WEEDING – MUCH MORE

Too tired to tidy up your garden?
Call today and get your tidy garden back!

facebook.com/ReneGardening

rene.keishi@gmail.com
Kei: 021 134 5604

Professional Quality Service
Craftsman Plumber and Gasfitter

New installations
Repairs and Maintenance
Precision Plumbing 2010 Ltd

david@precisionplumbing.co.nz
www.precisionplumbing.co.nz

Ph 021 841 745
David Mortimore 

North Shore based renovations, 
new builds, design & project  

management since 1985.

Trustworthy licensed builders specialising  
in residential alterations/extensions, 

kitchens, bathrooms, tiling, re-cladding.

Contact Alex Carey on  
0274 660 666, or visit our website 

www.efd.kiwi

TUITION
Piano Tuition - Children from 5, adults of all 
ages and ability. Experienced teacher of 30 
years. Preparation for exams and competitions.  
Call Kay Troup - 021 299 8968. 

ClassifiedsYour local painters based in 
Milford for the last 25 years.

Workmanship 
Guaranteed – reliable

interior - plaster house
repaint exteriors
Ph: 021 678333

www.drpainting.co.nz

Auckland Private Driver

Local private driver 
for all your needs

Airport Transfers – Day Tours 
Business Travel - Senior Travel

Auckland and surrounding areas, perfect 
for travellers – Customise your visit to local 

landmarks and beautiful coastal areas

Donald Randles
021 757 823

info@apdriver.co.nz

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM:  
96 Hillside Rd, Glenfield, Auckland   
Hours: 8 - 5 weekdays

Call our designers to bring your 
ideas to life. Free consultation. 
10 year workmanship guarantee.

Phone 09 443 4461

www.neodesign.co.nz

kitchens
DESIGN   MANUFACTURE   INSTALL

Reach your  
Takapuna, Milford 

and surrounds  
customers 

cost-effectively
Contact the Observer  

for our rates and dates. 

EMAIL: 
sales@rangitoto-observer.co.nz

Issue 1 – 15 March 2019DELIVERED FORTNIGHTLY AN INDEPENDENT VOICE
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Find us at
shorejobs.co.nz

Shore Jobs is the new site for all your job needs on the North Shore. 
We might be new, but all the jobs that are currently available are here.  

We have employers from North Head to North Albany and everywhere in between!  
Looking for a new opportunity? Need to advertise a position?  

Look no further – ShoreJobs for all your job needs.

The sure choice for all Shore jobs!
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Milford Rotary potty 
over street plants

Milford Rotary has won a $5000 
council grant to add to the shopping 
centre’s impressive collection of street 
plants.

Rotary heard it had succeeded in its 
grant application in December, but plans 
to install the street pot plants in March, 
when it is cooler and not so dry.

The grant matches an earlier $5000 
contribution from the Milford Business 
Association.

Rotary members have also been 
repainting seats in the shopping centre, 
as part of a town-centre spruce-up.

Sun 15 March at 2.30pm
PROGRAMME

Lilburn  Aotearoa Overture
Vaughan Williams Violin Concerto in D minor

Elgar Serenade for Strings Op 20 in E minor
Dvorák Symphony No 8 Op 88 G major

ST MATTHEW-IN-THE-CITY
Cnr of Wellesley & Hobson Street, Auckland City

SOLOIST 
Tessa Petersen

CONDUCTOR 
Peter Thomas

Anneka Brown joined the Rangitoto Observ-
er team last week as our new reporter. 

Brown came to Auckland for the job straight 
from Rarotonga in the Cook Islands, where she 
has lived for the past nine years, most recently 
working as a cadet on the Cook Islands News.

She has settled in Bayswater and will work 
across Devonport Publishing’s two newspapers, 
the Observer and the Devonport Flagstaff.

Brown will be writing across all news sec-
tions, and enhancing our coverage of politics, 
the environment, schools, sport and human 
interest stories.

Outside work she enjoys reading, painting 
canoeing, triathlons and scuba diving. 

Contact Anneka with your news and  
stories on: anneka@devonportflagstaff.co.nz  
or 022 159 5646.

Anneka joins the team

New reporter… Anneka Brown

Carmel College is seeking 
a full-time Caretaker

Hours of work: 8am to 4.30pm,  
35 hours a week, 5 or 4 days  

a week by negotiation.
Reports to: Senior Groundsman and 
Watershed Group (Property Consultants)
Primary Objectives:
•  Support the Special Character of the 

College through appropriate interaction 
with staff, students and their parents 
that reflects Catholic and Mercy values. 

•  The responsibility of a School Care-
taker is to ensure the College property 
is well maintained. The role provides 
stewardship by making sure that all 
areas under their care are productive, 
safe and free from damage

Duties cover the following categories:
•  Security
•  Maintenance of gardens and lawns
•  Health & Safety
•  Cleaning
•  Systems and Compliance
•  Preventative Maintenance
•  Moving furniture.
For a full job description and application 

form please see the college website  
www.carmel.school.nz/employment

Find us at
shorejobs.co.nz

Shore Jobs is the new site for all your job needs on the North Shore. 
We might be new, but all the jobs that are currently available are here.  

We have employers from North Head to North Albany and everywhere in between!  
Looking for a new opportunity? Need to advertise a position?  

Look no further – ShoreJobs for all your job needs.

The sure choice for all Shore jobs!
shorejobs
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Blaze prompts warning on ‘wishcycling’

Backfiring... Gas cooking cannisters, lighter fluid cans and cambelts are causing dangerous fires in 
recycling trucks, like this one near the Sunnynook playing fields

Extreme risk... Burning rubbish dumped from a recycling truck onto 
a Sunnynook car park

Fire fighters rushed to put out a recycling 
truck fire in Sunnynook, ordering the driver 
to dump the contents in a nearby car park to 
prevent any serious harm.

At press time, the cause of the 24 Febru-
ary fire was being investigated, but it was 
thought to be the result of someone putting 
the likes of a gas canister or lighter fluid can 
in the recycling bin, or a car cambelt which 
wrapped around compacting equipment in 
the truck.

“Trying to ‘wishcycle’ unwanted items in 
your kerbside recycling bin like electronic 
gadgets, motor parts, and building and 
construction items... can have unintended, 
and potentially dangerous consequences,” 
Auckland Council warns in a media release.

Last week’s incident in Sunnynook fol-
lowed closely after two other recycling truck 
fires, probably with similar causes, in Otara 
and Lynfield, in the previous fortnight.

Truck drivers have strict protocols for 
fires and only dump in a car park or cul-de-
sac if Fire and Emergency NZ order them 
to do so, for fear of risk to the the public or 
contractors.

“Recycling truck fires could cause serious 
harm to our staff, contractors or the public, 
and they are always a costly exercise, both 
financially and environmentally,” says coun-
cillor Richard Hills, chair of the environment 
and climate change committee. 

“In addition to emergency services being 
called out, there’s disruption to collection 
services, the cost of cleaning up the con-
taminated materials, and then the additional 
cost of materials having to be disposed of in 
landfill, instead of being recycled. 

“Then, the recycling truck needs to go 
through a full service and check before it can 
be deployed back on the streets.” 

Kerbside recycling bins can take 
household containers from kitchens, 
bathrooms, and laundries made from 
plastic, glass, steel, and aluminium, 
as well as paper and cardboard.

The council advises that anything 
that is flammable, toxic, explosive, 
corrosive, or radioactive should 
be taken to transfer stations that 
specialise in managing hazardous 
waste. 

Common examples of hazardous 
waste include most chemicals, paint, 
acid, gas cooker aerosol canisters, 

gas cylinders, and many battery 
types, including lead, mercury, nickel, 
car, and zinc-based batteries. These 
can be taken to an authorised battery 
recycler.

Lithium-based batteries used to 
power items such as mobile/cell 
phones, hearing aids, power banks, 
laptops, electric vehicles, power 
tools, and vapers are also hazardous 
items, which cannot be put in our 
rubbish or recycling bins.

To find out where to take hazardous 
waste go  Auckland Council’s website.

How to recycle right 
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The timing of a major upgrade of 
Hurstmere Rd is still up in the air.

The stormwater and carriageway 
upgrade was to start in early 2019, but 
the consent took longer than expected. 
Now, the contract is being negotiated, 
a council media spokesperson says. 
While the council hopes the contract 
will be agreed by the end of January, 
it wants to get the best financial value, 
outcomes and terms for ratepayers, 
Justin Kary says. Once the contract is 
signed, the council will have a better 
idea when works will begin.

Call to action: dob in plastic polluters
The Rangitoto Observer is issuing a 

call to action on plastic pollution, as part 
of efforts to keep our community clean. 

If you are passionate about our 
environment, take it to the next level 
and dob in individuals and businesses 
contributing to plastic pollution. 

We will follow that up to highlight 
unnecessary plastic use, as well as 
straight-out littering. 

Or you might want to let us know about 
a really useful initiative to avoid plastic 
waste. 

At beach clean-ups and public 
meetings, the community has voiced 
concern about water pollution.  

As your local paper, the Rangitoto 
Observer is keen to help clean up our 
beaches, lake and waterways. 

We will do it by issuing brickbats and 
bouquets.

Email us to dob in a plastic polluter 
or praise an outstanding initiative on: 
news@devonportflagstaff.co.nz or call 
environment reporter Anneka Brown  
022 159 5646.  

The Cleanswim Auckland group has 
urged the Devonport-Takapuna Local 
Board to pressure Auckland Council 
to double its efforts on beach water 
quality.

Auckland Council’s 10-year water-
quality clean-up policy should be 
changed to five years, Cleanswim 
spokesman Alton Jamieson told the 
board’s public forum last month.

“Cleanswim’s position is 10 years 
is too long to wait to swim safely,” 
Jamieson said.

Thousands of red no-swim alerts 
have occurred at beaches for far too 
long, he said.

Auckland beachgoers and swimmers 
were being treated as “collateral 
damage” by council.

Auckland Mayor Phil Goff had often 
been quoted saying improving beach 
water was a top council priority, but its 
response was too slow, Jamieson said.

The water quality problem was worst 
in shallow water, often used by young 
children.

Board chair Aidan Bennett said the 
board was committed to improving 
water quality.

Sea swimmers put 
squeeze on local board 

over water quality

Unacceptable... swimmers 
are collateral damage as the 
council delays cleaning up 
beaches, Cleanswim’s Alton 
Jamieson says 

More regular road sweeping on arterial and 
local roads and cleaning out of stormwater 
pits and traps has been demanded by the 
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board.

With the upswing in concern about sea-wa-
ter quality, the board voted at its February 
meeting that Auckland Transport and Healthy 
Waters move with urgency and report back on 
changes to the work programme.

More pollution traps had been installed 
over the last couple of years, but it seemed 
they were not cleaned every four months as 
recommended, said board member George  
Wood, who tabled the motion.

“Currently, Healthy Waters cleans the 
catch-pits on arterial roads every six months 
and the frequency on local roads is 12 
months,” he said.

Local board demands action  
on ineffective pollution traps

A multifaceted working party is being 
investigated to accelerate the clean-up of 
the highly polluted Wairau Estuary.

It would include Devonport-Takapuna 
and Kaipataki Local Board members, ward 
councillors, council and CCO staff and 
members of community groups such as 
Milford Weeps and ratepayers associations.

Wairau Estuary is polluted, and effluent 
and toxins from the catchment also drain 
into Milford Marina and onto Milford 
Beach.

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board mem-
bers, who called for the working party just 
days after more than 300 people attended 
a public meeting on the pollution issue, 
wantd a more co-ordinated approach to the 
pollution.

Board member Trish Deans described 
the Wairau catchment as an “environmental 
disaster” for which a full assessment was 
needed.

Member Ruth Jackson, who moved the 

working-party motion, said many reports 
had been done on various parts of the 
Wairau catchment. The board needed a 
briefing from council officers on all the 
relevant information and what was being 
done about it.

Board member Jan O’Connor said the 
flow of information from council agencies 
to the board about the Wairau Estuary was 
often poor.

Conservation and action groups – who 
obtained data through Official Information 
requests and from direct contact with coun-
cil officers “often know about things before 
we do”, O’Connor said.

Board chair Aidan Bennett said it was 
important to include a wide range of people 
on the working party, as many in the com-
munity had in-depth knowledge.

Clean water was a vitally important issue 
in the board area, no better shown than by 
the 300 people who attended the public 
meeting, he said. 

Clean-up working party mooted

Observer sparks action on boats

Boat movement… Legal action has begun to remove a yacht stuck in 
the mud and two others that are sinking in the Wairau Estuary.
After an article was published in the last Rangitoto Observer, the 
harbour master has put notices on the yachts declaring one abandoned 
and the other two wrecks, as the first legal step to getting rid of them. 
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Wairau car park 
cleanup

A volunteer community clean-up of Wairau 
Estuary last Saturday saw 15 sacks of plastic 
waste collected from its banks and surround-
ing area. 

The clean-up was initiated by the owners 
and managers of the Hub Milford, Lizzie 
Franks and Adam Carey, who wanted to 
help clean up the public areas around their 
premises on Kitchener Rd behind New World 
supermarket.

A small group of volunteers took to the 
banks with small sieves to collect micro 
plastics, as well as filling bags full of rubbish.  

Takapuna North Community Trust, environ-
mental project coordinator Fiona Martin said: 

Working for the environment… Lana Tsybizova (above) wrestles with heavy bags of plastic waste, Ken 
Faint (at right) collects stray bottles and coffee cups blown into the bushes, while environment co-
ordinator Fiona Martin (below) leads by example

“In the banks of the Wairau estuary, one of the 
biggest plastic pollutants are micro plastics and 
small plastic pellets called nurdles that wash in 
from factories.” Martin also provided advice 
on how to keep plastics out of waterways.

“Everyone is up in arms about why it’s 
contaminated but we are doing something 
practical to stop litter being blown into the 
estuary,” she said.

Martin hopes more community clean-ups 
will follow. 

Sacks of plastic cleared from polluted estuary 

Takapuna Primary School Hall, Anzac St entrance. Doors open 7pm for 8pm quiz start.
Prizes • Silent Auction • Cash Bar

SATURDAY 21 MARCH

TICKETS: 027 286 1705, takapunaresidentsassoc@gmail.com 

$25/person for entry, snacks and light supper. Drinks available to purchase.
Tables of 8. Come as a group or join a table on the night!  Adults only.

Thank you for supporting the Shore you love!

Quiz Night Fundraiser & Celebration

www.takapunara.org.nz
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To RSVP phone Janet or Mark on 445 0909 
7 Ngataringa Road, Devonport

Assisted living and care presentation
WILLIAM SANDERS RETIREMENT VILLAGE

Wednesday 11 March, 11am  
7 Ngataringa Road, Devonport

A Ryman serviced apartment comes with perks, like 
housekeeping and a main meal every day. It’s easier 
for you, and reassuring for your family, because they 
know you’re being looked after.

Join us for a presentation to find out more and view 
our brand new serviced apartment show home.

Serviced apartments are located in the heart of the 
village, with easy access to lounges, dining and other 
amenities. You’ll have a kitchenette, separate 
bedroom and ensuite.

Janet Coutts  
Sales Advisor

Mark Cooper  
Sales Advisor

Presented by...
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aa.co.nz/memories | 0800 801 830 | Visit an AA Centre

 One of NZ’s trusted life insurance brands**

 5% discount for AA Members+

 A further 20% discount if you join with  
a friend or family member++

 Cover up to $30,000

 Guaranteed underwriting for those aged 50-79 years

 Quick and easy to apply, no medical  
checks on application.

AA Life policies are underwritten by Asteron Life Limited and are subject to standard underwriting criteria. 
*For full promotional terms and conditions please see www.aa.co.nz/memories. **AA Life has been voted as Most Trusted in the Life Insurance category in  
Reader’s Digest Most Trusted Brand survey from 2013-2018 and Highly Commended in 2019. +AA Members receive a 5% premium discount on new policies 
when you provide your AA Membership details. ++20% joint application discount applies if you take out Funeral Cover within 48 hours of a friend or family 
member joining and provide their policy details.

Get a $100 Grocery Gift Card*  
when you take out Funeral Cover today.

Leave 
memories,  
not costs

with trusted 
Funeral Cover 
from AA Life.

Funeral Cover from AA Life can give you peace of mind knowing funeral costs will be  
taken care of when the time comes.

Reasons to choose us:

Plus, get a $100 Grocery Gift Card* when you apply before  
Sunday 15 March 2020. T&Cs Apply. Use Promo Code: MEMS2020

2013-2018

Life InsuranceLife Insurance
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Coronavirus fears test 
North Shore Hospital’s preparations

Coronavirus preparations at North Shore 
Hospital were put to the test recently when a 
patient, who had been airlifted from the Dia-
mond Princess cruise ship, had to be tested for 
the virus.

On 21 February, a GP monitoring people in 
the Whangaparaoa quarantine camp flagged 
the need for further testing on one of six Kiwis 
evacuated from Tokyo.

That person was taken to North Shore Hos-
pital and tested for coronavirus (Covid-19), in a 
“negatively pressurised room”, which prevents 
air from leaving, by hospital staff following strict 
protocols. The following day, the lab result came 
back negative.

The person, who had been kept in isolation, 
was discharged back to the camp, Waitematā 
DHB chief executive Dale Bramley told the 
board at its 26 February meeting.

The protocols for preventing spread of the 
disease in the hospital are one aspect of the 
Waitematā District Health Board’s preparations. 
The first case of the virus arrived in New Zea-
land last week.

Currently, the board is working as part of a 
regional response team, assessing how many 
pressurised rooms are available, and advising 
hospital and general practice staff on how to 
safely treat patients suspected of having the 
disease. This includes doctors and staff wearing 
full protective clothing, such as gowns, surgical 

masks, gloves and glasses, and disinfecting 
rooms following protocols.

It is feared coronavirus could spread more 
quickly in winter, when seasonal influenza puts 
pressure on the hospital’s already busy wards.

The DHB board agreed to redouble efforts 
to promote vaccination for influenza, so the 
health system isn’t overwhelmed by seriously 
ill patients, and, internally, so staff are well 
enough to work. 

In addition, the DHB is providing resources 
to general practices.

At the time of the board meeting, the World 
Health Organisation had not declared a pandem-
ic, but was expected to, Bramley told the board.

At press time, 77,000 cases in China and 
2459 in other countries had been registered, 
according to WHO data, he said. But numbers 
continue to rise. 

The death rate has been assessed at around 
2 per cent but it is likely to be lower. This is 
because the total number of cases is likely to be 
under-reported as, in most instances, symptoms 
are mild.

We want to hear from you! Tell us what we should focus 
on over the next three years to make your community 
better through our 2020 Local Board Plans.

Have your say now at akhaveyoursay.co.nz/lovelocal

LOve
LocaL
Get
vocaL

Schools take coronavirus precautions
At least 17 high and intermediate 

school students in Takapuna have not 
been allowed to return from China, 
because of travel restrictions relating to 
coronavirus (Covid-19).

At Westlake Girls, 12 students are 
delayed in China. Out of a roll of 1300, 
200 are international students. Another 
130 students were quarantined for 14 
days at the start of the year. Westlake 
Girls’ media consultant Christina Pollock 
says the school has been asking students 
to be vigilant with hand washing and 
keeping themselves well while the school 
remains in close contact with the Ministry 
of Education for advice.

Takapuna Normal Intermediate School 
principal Wendy Sandifer says the school 
has lost two students from China this 
year.

Principal of Rosmini College Nixon 
Cooper reported 13 students visited 
China during school holidays, four 
of whom returned to school after 
quarantine, two haven’t come back to 
school and three, who are from Wuhan, 
are still in China.

The Ministry of Education’s Katrina 
Casey says schools should have a 
pandemic plan.

If a pandemic is declared, the Ministry 
of Health will give instructions. 



The RangiToTo obseRveR  Page 22 March 6, 2020

Do you have a child going into  
Year 9 in 2021?  

Don’t miss our upcoming information evening! 
Come and hear about our unique Middle School 
environment... it’s learning evolved.

Year 9 Information Evening  
Monday 16 March: 7-8pm

Register to attend at kristin.school.nz or call our 
Admissions Manager on 09 415 9566 ext 2324.

Progress with vision,
integrity and love.

A unique,  
nurturing  
environment 
that sets us 
apart and 
keeps them 
together. 

Year 9 Info Evening [Devonport Flagstaff + Rangitoto Observer 170x240 FP Ad].indd   1 14/02/20   2:30 PM
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48 Victoria Road | (09) 446 0100 | info@thevic.co.nz

SPECIALS
CHEAP TUESDAY 
$10 Adult / $8 Child
*EXCEPT PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

VENUE HIRE
FREE VENUE HIRE*

Birthday parties, Private 
functions, Catering optional

*minimum spend applies

LIVE SHOWS & SPECIAL EVENTS
THE MAP TO PARADISE – 8.00PM 
An adventure-filled and spectacularly gorgeous tale 
about the birth of the global movement to protect the 
sea. Special screening + director Q&A!
STRANGE INVADERS (1983) – 8:30PM 
The original 1983 tribute to the science fiction/alien 
invasion films of the 1950’s, STRANGE INVADERS  
will screen as Part of The Vic Fun Flashbacks  
presented by Mid Life Movie Crisis.
ISAIAH B BRUNT FEAT. ITTY KITTY  
& BLUE SEA RISING – 8:30PM 
The Isaiah B Brunt show kicks off in 2020 with a stun-
ning new-look outfit! Joining Isaiah is Catherine Golden, 
and Kat(itty Kitty) O’Connor. 

NEW MOVIES RELEASE
Dark Waters (M) 127 min   5 MAR
Downhill (M) 87 min    5 MAR
Honeyland (TBA)   5 MAR
Military Wives (M) 112 min    12 MAR
The Lighthouse (R16) 110 min   12 MAR
The Map to Paradise (PG) 95 min    17 MAR
Queen and Slim (TBA)   19 MAR

TUE 17 
MAR
WED 18 
MAR
SAT 21 
MAR

The Takapuna Sunday Market and its customers 
have welcomed the custom-made poetry of visiting 
American poet Sady Sparks.

Sparks is the second poet laureate of Olympia, 
Washington. She is responsible for promoting 
poetry and other literary arts.

Sparks has been in New Zealand visiting a 
friend and for the last few weeks has been at the 
Takapuna Markets on Sunday mornings, using a 
typewriter to create unique poems for members 
of the community.

She says street poets are more common in the 
US where people pay up to $30 for a poem. She 
will be at the market one last time on 15 March 
before returning to the US.

Sparks has written many poems on different 
topics. This is one about the market itself: 

  

Ode to Takapuna Market

The sun shines down on our arms
With a fierce sweetness
As our fingers hold bags of plums
And each other
Takapuna you have introduced me
To beams and farmers and artists
Through countless Sundays
Takapuna you darling reminder
That parking lots can serve
As the centre of the earth
On Sundays
That flowers grow best between
The community and concrete
Sady Sparks

Poet for hire... Sady Sparks, poet 
laureate of Olympia, Washington,  
trading her wares at Takapuna’s 
Sunday Market.

Travelling laureate pens odes on the road

Takapuna cricket premiers beat 
North Shore in the Hedley Howarth 
two day competition last weekend 
to go to second on the table behind 
Parnell.

Takapuna scored 248-9, while 
North Shore scored 182. Daniel 
James top scored with 60 not out, 
and Max O’Dowd hit 49. Ross ter 
Braak took two wickets for 29 runs, 
while Mike Sclanders took three 
for 34. 

Takapuna moves 
to second in 

Hedley Howarth 
points table 
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premium.co.nz |  F ine Homes |  F ine Apartments |  F ine Li festyles

VIEW | SUN 2 - 2.45 PM OR BY APPOINTMENT
SET DATE OF SALE | 18 MARCH 2020   
AT 4 PM UNLESS SOLD PRIOR 
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/9826

Exceptional 430sqm (approx) state of the art property 
offers you and your family an unmatched lifestyle. 
Set on 627sqm of prime real estate this modern and 
functionally sophisticated home offers 4 bedrooms, 
3 bathrooms, magnificent entertaining areas. This 
spectacular property is not to be missed!

TAKAPUNA | 41A CLIFTON ROAD | Beachside Paradise

ROBERT & ROBERT MILNE 022 011 2494
LEWIS GUY 021 867 355 | 916 6000

PREMIUM REAL ESTATE LTD LICENSED REA 2008

VIEW | BY APPOINTMENT
PRICE | BY NEGOTIATION
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/9921

TAKAPUNA | 1C/7 THE PROMENADE | Paradise Point ‘The Rocks’
Exclusive one level living in the northern prime position 
at The Rocks, on famous Takapuna Beach. Two/
three bedroom apartment, (152sqm) in this boutique 
building. The action packed vista enjoys Hauraki Gulf 
and tree framed beach views. An ‘always on holiday’ 
lifestyle, with gym, sauna, pool, 3 car garaging/
storage. A truly unique opportunity!

ALISON PARKER 021 983 533 | 916 6000

VIEW | SUN 1 - 1.40 PM OR BY APPOINTMENT
EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST | 24 MARCH 2020 
AT 4 PM UNLESS SOLD PRIOR 
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/9920

Exceptional design, low maintenance gardens, 
reassuring construction materials of rendered brick 
and cedar, everything about this beautiful home 
says ‘quality’. Substantial living with 2 lounges, 5 
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms. A perfect lock up and leave 
lifestyle in a prime location.

MILFORD | 8A SYLVAN PARK AVENUE | Golden Opportunity On The Golden Mile

JELENA FREEMAN 021 65 65 63 | 916 6000
JIM MAYS 021 937 766 | 916 6000

VIEW | BY APPOINTMENT
PRICE | BY NEGOTIATION
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/9862

Absolutely rare 1,480 sqm beachfront landscaped site 
with stunning, timeless yet contemporary masonry 493 
sqm Simon Carnahan sleek architecturally designed 
home. Elevated and private offering exceptional 
luxurious lifestyle open plan living, 5 bedrooms, 4 
bathrooms, lift, 3 car garaging, workshop, boat 
storage and direct boat access onto the sand.

TAKAPUNA | 7 RARERE ROAD | World Class Beachfront

JELENA FREEMAN 021 65 65 63 | 916 6000
JIM MAYS 021 937 766 | 916 6000

 


