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Back to the beach… Saanen goats Steve and Dave were out having a walk with owner Grant Solley 
at Takapuna on Tuesday a couple of days prior to alert level 2 starting

 The multimillion-dollar Hurtsmere Rd up-
grade project  – seen as vital to the rejuvenation 
of Takapuna town centre – was called off in 
the early stages of the Covid-19 crisis and only 
reinstated at the last minute.

After years of planning and months of delays, 
the project kicked off last week, but it was touch 
and go, the Observer can reveal.

With the massive economic effects of 
Covid-19 on Auckland Council finances quickly 
becoming apparent, the local authority has 
been in a month of emergency meetings. Only 
high-level lobbying from North Shore council-
lors Richard Hills and Chris Darby saw the 
Hurstmere Rd project start construction under 
alert level 3.

Says Hills: “All projects were stopped during 
level 4, and then under level 3 almost all projects 
were put on review to be cancelled or delayed 
due to our drastic reduction in revenue, which 
could be up to $600million this year alone.”

 Projects that were already under way were 
prioritised and continued.

Hurtsmere Rd project off – then on again

Goata love moving out of level 3
To page 2
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at a price you can afford
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•  Cremation packages starting from $2200, gst inclusive
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We’re available any time of the day or night,  
so simply call us on (09) 477-2433. Hazel 
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Some Takapuna businesses remained 
closed under Covid-19 alert level 3 because 
opening would risk them paying full rent.

Businesses had faced a 70-90 per cent 
drop in revenue under lockdown, Takapuna 
Beach Business Association manager Ter-
rance Harpur told the Devonport-Takapuna 
Local Board last week.

Rental agreements with landlords were 
highly site specific, with some property 
owners offering rent discounts and rent 
holidays while others wanted full payment, 
Harpur said.

“Some (businesses) had not opened under 
level 3 because of the threat of having to pay 
rent,” he said.

The Hurstmere Rd upgrade had started, 
which would be very positive for Takapuna 

in the long term but hard on businesses “and 
even harder with Covid-19,” Harpur said.

He thanked the board for its support and 
hoped it would continue to advocate to coun-
cil on behalf of local businesses.

Issues were bound to arise during the 
Hurstmere Rd redevelopment, but Harpur 
encouraged the board to keep them in-house, 
as public airing of them would impact further 
on the fragile trading conditions.

Board member George Wood said the 
upgrade would take around 12 months.

The former Takapuna Library 
building at 2 The Strand has been 
vacant since an earthquake notice 
was issued in March 2018. The 
1956 heritage-listed public building 
has now been unoccupied for 794 
days. At some point, its future will 
be determined by Auckland Council.

Grill your local candidates

2 The Strand: 
empty for 
794 days

Census 2018

Travel patterns for residents in the Devon-
port /Takapuna Local Board (DTLB) ar-
eas north of the Devonport peninsula differed 
markedly to those in the south, where the ferry 
played a significant role in getting people to 
work and study.

The use of a private or company vehicle was, 
unsurprisingly, the most popular mode of travel 
to work, although this varied by area. Around 
70 per cent of those in Castor Bay and Forrest 
Hill used a private vehicle, compared to 55 to 
58 per cent in the Takapuna areas.

Travelling to work by bus (11.3 per cent 
across DTLB) was highest in Sunnynook South 
(20.7 per cent) and Takapuna West (19.5 per 

cent), and lowest in Milford Central (8.9 per 
cent) and Castor Bay (9.5 per cent).

The greatest prevalence of walking or jog-
ging to work was in Westlake (12.3 per cent), 
Takapuna Central (11.4 per cent) and Takapuna 
West (11.1 per cent), where it could be con-
cluded that people were living closer to their 
workplaces than their counterparts elsewhere 
in the DTLB area (5.4 per cent).

Milford Central and Takapuna (South and 
Central) had the highest proportion of people 
working from home – 16 to 17 per cent, com-
pared to 11.4 per cent across the DTLB area; 
Sunnynook South had the lowest proportion 
(4.6 per cent).

Being a passenger in a private vehicle (26.1 
per cent), or walking or jogging (23.4 per cent), 
were the most common modes of travel to a 
place of study in the DTLB, although there was 
significant variation between areas. Forrest Hill 
North saw the greatest numbers travelling in 
a private vehicle (36  per cent) and the lowest 
(9.7 per cent) walking or jogging. 

The proportions catching the bus were high-
est in Sunnynook South (28.9 per cent) and 
lowest in Takapuna South (11.5 per cent), com-
pared to 15.4 per cent across the DTLB area.

● Census data on other topics was published 
in the 1 May Rangitoto Observer, which can 
be found online at rangitoto-observer.co.nz.
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Oarsome costumes make waves at Beach Series finale 

In the pink… Jason Herriman was among entrants who got into the spirit of a retro-themed final night 
of the Beach Series summer races at Takapuna Beach last Tuesday. More pictures p12-14 

Preserving coastal track no walk in the park

To page 3 

The future of a hugely popular coastal 
track between Takapuna and Milford is set to 
be secured as Auckland Council negotiates 
with a property owner over purchasing his 
historic bach.

People have been walking through Paul 
Firth’s garden since 2011, when a wooden 
bridge was washed away in a storm.

At that time, the council found it had never 
been an official bridge and rebuilding would 

require a coastal consent, which required ap-
proval from all affected landowners.

Firth, now 74, withheld his consent because 
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Fears locals short-changed   
by new town square... p7

New Takapuna-Milford paper 
hits the streets... p2

‘Sacred’ pohutukawa trees  
turn into a menace... p4

The media was well and truly silenced at 
the Devonport-Takapuna Local Board meet-
ing last week.

Under alert level 3, the board met through 
a phone meeting. Speakers in the public 
forum also logged in.

The Rangitoto Observer linked in to 
proceedings as well, but was put on mute.

The next board meeting is on May 19 – 
most likely under level two. The public will 
be able to attend, but seated apart.

Press 
silenced

Darby and Hills argued that Hurstmere Rd 
should go ahead as planned because the contract 
was signed and its start date was during the level 
4 lockdown.

“Chris and I both advocated strongly for this 
project to stay on track to ensure we got the 
much-needed investment and upgrade in our 
local community, to support the businesses who 
are desperate for this project to be done and to 
improve our community and help address water 
-quality issues at Takapuna Beach,” Hills said.

“Thankfully we were successful.” 

from Page 1

Project saved 
at last minute

Full-rent risk kept businesses closed

Travel modes vary across local-board area

113 x 60 
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The new artistic director of Takapuna-based 
Touch Compass Dance Company is on a mis-
sion to ensure artistic expression is open to all. 

 Pelenakeke Brown is, for now, working 
remotely for the ground-breaking company 
which has its office at the Wilson Home. The 
31-year-old multi-disciplinary artist and dancer 
is in lockdown in at a family bach at Waikanae, 
north of Wellington, looking forward to when 
she can drive back to her home city to fully 
embrace her new role. She’s in planning mode 
until then, and conducting online classes.

Touch Compass is a New Zealand leader in 
showcasing the skills of dancers of all abilities. 
Run by a charitable trust, it teaches community 
classes and also retains a core company of up 
to a dozen dancers. Close links with Takapuna 
Grammar School see company members and 
school dancers sometimes stage shows together.

Brown’s own connection with Touch Com-
pass goes back more than 20 years. As a nine-
year-old who had been born with cerebral palsy 
she was taking dance classes at Unitec when 
invited to join the company. “I was really really 
shy, but I loved it,” she recalls. 

For several years she danced and toured with 
the group, before focusing on her schooling, 
rounded out with a degree at the University 
of Auckland in Pacific Studies and English 
literature. After a few years in the workforce, 
Brown headed to New York for more studies 
on an arts scholarship.

After six years spent living in apartments, 
lockdown is something Brown is coping well 
with. “A lot of disabled people we stay at home 
a lot – so it’s not so scary.” The experience 
has got her thinking more about the use of 
technology, both in how to integrate this in arts 
performances and also how to make its daily 
use user-friendly.  “In a Covid world if we are 
all at home, it’s accessible in ways that’s not 
usually the case.”

During her time in New York, Brown, who 
walks with a cane, was far from  housebound. 
She used the subway and participated in the 
cultural life of the city, taking part in perfor-
mance pieces and dance programmes at the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art and the New York 
Public Library. Themes of physical movement 
and the aesthetics of disability were at their 

Access all areas the aim for new dance leader

core. Immigration and indigenous culture 
were other topics, seen through the lens of her 
Samoan heritage.

With her growing reputation in the arts com-
munity, Brown was called upon by the Touch 

Compass board in an advisory capacity as it 
planned a move to a more disabled-led ap-
proach in its work. Adopted last year, the strat-
egy ultimately led to her recent appointment for 
an interim 12-month term. A year ago, returning 
home was more of a long-time thought as she 
had a valid US visa until this September.

Brown ended up stuck on holiday in London 
when New York City went into lockdown. Un-
able to fly back to the States, returning to family 
here seemed her best option.

Now comes the welcome challenge of 
steering Touch Compass to be both for and by 
disabled people – as a “world-class labspace in 
Aotearoa”. Acknowledging diversity and draw-
ing on the skills of the wider arts community are 
part of her plan to provide more opportunities. 
“I want [Touch Compass] to be a space that 
fosters and supports disabled creators,” says 
the woman who went from being a founding 
dancer in the company to being its guide to a 
more inclusive future. 

Fostering creators... Pelenakeke Brown is the new artistic director of 
Touch Compass Dance Company

Level 3 Lockdown Sale!
30% Off Storewide*

28th April - 11th May 

www.Golfhq.co.nz
*Excludes Scotty Cameron, Vokey & 

Custom Orders
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n Monologue collab Series 
From the safety of our  
bubbles, numerous creatives 
have “come together”  
to perform and film  
well-known monologues.

creative Talks Online
Watch Mags Delaney  
interview interesting and 
creative people about their 
life, passions and more.

You can watch the 
videos on our YouTube, 
Facebook, or website 
www.pumphouse.co.nz

Several thousand homes from 
Belmont to Takapuna were without 
water or had low pressure earlier this 
month  due to a broken water main in 
Huron St, Takapuna.

Water was gradually restored to 
residents over the following days.

The fault, at the same time as 
Auckland is under drought conditions, 
was found next to a construction site. 

“Residents were given bottles of 
water and a water tanker was also on 
site,” a Watercare spokesperson said. 

 

Drought 
becomes real

Rangitoto Observer  
back in letterboxes
This is the first Rangitoto Observer  

delivered to letterboxes in a month. 
During Covid-19 level 4 we published 
online, and our last issue was printed 
and circulated via stands and dairies.

Del ivery of  the Observer is 
contracted to a company which is 
following Ministry of Health guidelines 
on safety. 

Please keep your story ideas coming 
to news@devonportflagstaff.co.nz

Public toilets at Milford Beach and other 
civic projects on the North Shore appear to 
be under threat from reduced council budg-
ets, post Covid-19.

Nothing appears to be guaranteed at the 
moment, as Auckland Council faces up to 
the budget implications of the Covid-19 
economic fallout.

 Council is holding emergency meetings, 
with key budget decisions due to be made 
in June, prompting both the Milford Resi-
dents Association (MRA) and Castor Bay 
Residents Association (CBRA) to petition 
the Devonport-Takapuna Local Board to go 
into bat for already-planned projects.

Debbie Dunsford, of MRA  said the beach 
toilets had not been upgraded for 40 years.

“Tenders have gone out and construction is 
set to start in the spring of 2020… we would 
be very disappointed if it did not go ahead.”

Milford residents knew that some projects 
“would have to be chopped”, but Dunsford 

asked the board to try to lobby council to be 
fair on all areas.

Milford often seemed to be left out of 
council priorities, she said.

Vital work by Healthy Waters and Safe 
Swim on investigating the pollution sources 
of Wairau Estuary which flowed out to local 
beaches needed to continue, Dunsford said.

Hamish Anderson, of CBRA, was also 
concerned its area could miss out on “our 
fair share” of council spend.

Castor Bay priorities were: beach water 
quality, safety concerns around footpaths, the 
control of pests and support of the birdsong 
project, and work conserving Kennedy Park 
tunnels and its historic barracks.

Hundreds of new street names might 
be needed on the North Shore due to infill 
development.

Te Uru Lane was approved by the Devon-
port-Takapuna Local Board last week as the 
new name for a 13-lot development at 59-
61 Karaka St, Takapuna. The name means 
bush or grove and reflects its proximity to 
Smith’s Bush.

Board member George Wood wants some 
clarification from council on street-naming 
policy.

Some driveways in the board area served 
more than 10 properties and did not have a 
street name. Wood suggested a street name 
only be given to a development of more 
than 20 plots.

Fears Shore projects 
could be shelved 

Development 
creates demand  

for more  
street names

100% Locally Owned, 
100% Here For You

I’m Teresa Burns, your local hearing expert. 
Call me to discuss your hearing needs and I 
will get you sorted ASAP.

love your hearing

Proudly 100% Kiwi owned and operated

Call 09 475 9849
teresa@teresaburnshearing.co.nz

Free
 Charger
With your pair of

 new hearing

aids
Doctor of Audiology, MNZAS
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Wet wipes

A North Shore teenager is building bridges 
across the generations, helping relieve loneli-
ness for isolated elderly people living in retire-
ment villages and rest homes.

Evy Hwangbo, a Year 12 student at Kristin 
School, has recruited other student volunteers 
-- mainly from her own school and Westlake 
Girls High -- to be part of Genafriends. The 
group was launched during lockdown and pairs 
each student with an elderly person for regular 
conversations. So far, 24 students and four 
homes are involved, including Parklane Village 
in Forrest Hill. The initiative is set to grow, with 
another 20 students being schooled up.  

“The demand has been crazy, even rest 
homes we haven’t contacted have reached out 
to us,” says Evy. All this has happened in the 
month since she first contacted Settlers Lifestyle 
Village near her school and won its support 
in matching residents with young volunteers.

The idea is that Genafriends will continue 
beyond the Covid-19 crisis. “We’re hoping 
to do face-to-face visits in time.” Expanding 
nationally is also an option, with a handful of 
students across the bridge and one in Christch-
urch already involved.

With a grandmother who lives alone in 
Christchurch and her grandfather in South 
Korea, Evy appreciates how much regular 
contact matters to older people who are some-
times neglected. But she also sees the scheme 
as having two-way benefits. “Students learn to 
communicate with someone of a different age 

and can make friends beyond their generation.” 
They are chosen after completing a question-

naire to assess their suitability and then given 
tips on how to keep the conversation flowing 
or activities such as Sudoku to work on. More 
than three times those that were selected ap-
plied to help. 

Students commit to making at least one 
half-hour call a week. Each is matched with 
one resident, rather than rotating contacts. 
“That makes it more of a friendship and more 
manageable.”

In most cases, contact is by phone, “because 
that’s what they are most used to”, but if the 
elderly are willing Evy says students can teach 
them to use Zoom or video links. 

Once the elderly feel comfortable with their 
student friend, the interest in being guided to 
use newer technology is often there, she says.  

Sixteen-year-old Evy has her eyes set on 
university, maybe overseas, with a view to  
studying chemical engineering and business, 
but she isn’t fixed on a career yet. Musical 
theatre is another interest. 

Her leadership abilities have seen her in-
volved in a number of student conferences. 
Networks she has built have come in handy 
setting up Genafriends. Among those she 
sought advice from was GirlBoss New Zealand 
founder Alexia Hilbertidou, whose organisation 
promotes young women succeeding. “I’ve 
been really lucky to be surrounded by people 
who have been positive and inspirational.”  

That, along with the influence of family and her 
school, were motivation in wanting “just to help 
people”, said Evy who grew up in New Zealand 
until she was seven, before spending some time 
in the United Arab Emirates. 

Her grandfather is proud of her Genafriends 
initiative, says Evy, although phone calls can be 
tricky because his hearing is no longer the best. 
“My grandmother wants to get on it, although 
she is quite bad at English, but I’m trying to 
convince her it will be okay.”

Teens just a phone call away for isolated seniors

Reaching out... Evy Hwangbo 
has recruited student volunteers  
to keep in touch with elderly 
residents

15 Derby St, Devonport

Ph (09) 445 8716
admin@waitematagolf.co.nz
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Visit www.rangitoto-observer.co.nz/ 
waitemata-golf-club-app/  
on your phone to access our new app!

Order and pay online, then pick up  
from the safe area in our café.
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www.waitematagolf.co.nz
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operating status of our course.

All golf-related enquiries: mark@theclubroom.co.nz 
All social enquiries, including room hire: thewaitematabar@gmail.com  
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“YOUR LOCAL LICENSED ROOFER”

A little love can go a long way it seems 
– all around a neighbourhood for starters.

Westlake Girls High School student 
Tahara-Jayne (TJ) Rusden Rowley hand-
made 300 origami hearts, wrote messages 
on them, and delivered them around her 
community. The Year 11 student, who lives 
in Waimauku, took inspiration to brighten 
spirits from a time of darkness.

“We had a power outage at my house after 
a car went into a power pole right at the start 
of lockdown, and since I had no power to 
do anything I decided to learn how to make 
origami hearts,” she says. 

“On the first night, I stayed up with a 
candle and made about 30, so then I decided 
to make it into a project and give them to all 
my neighbours around where I live.”

It took TJ around three weeks to make the 
hearts and write an encouraging message on 
each of them.  

“The hardest part was having to glue all 
the flaps down and getting glue all over my 
hands,” she says.

Delivering the hearts into letterboxes 
turned into a two-hour daily dose of exercise. 
“All the houses are very far apart because I 
live in the middle of nowhere – as I call it. 
It took me three days to deliver them all, but 
I did it on my new bike I got for Christmas, 
so it was fun.”

Because the hearts were delivered to let-
terboxes, TJ didn’t get to see people’s reac-
tions. It wasn’t until someone posted on the 
local Facebook page, that she knew she’d 
brightened people’s days.  

“I didn’t tell anyone what I was doing so 
when I saw that someone had posted about 
how much they loved the heartc I felt really 
happy. Lots of people were commenting on 
how happy it had made them,” she says.

TJ has previously written kindness quotes 
on cards and dropped them into letterboxes 

of immediate neighbours. “I’ve been re-
searching new things to do, around the 
school work I’ve been set, so there are more 
kindness acts coming,” she says.

Westlake Girls student shares the love

Special delivery... Tahara-Jayne 
Rusden Rowley delivered  
origami hearts to her neighbours
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By Bob Dey
Buildings up to 100m high – about 30 

storeys – at  Smales Farm office park have 
been given the green light by planning com-
missioners.

Any development of the site is likely to 
occur over the next  20 to 30 years.

The planning change allows substantial 
residential development at the site, which is 
currently an office park.

The change runs contrary to the theory 
that the tallest buildings in the region should 
be reserved for the central business district, 
stepping down through larger to smaller sub-
urban centres. It also provides for a significant 
amount of residential development, largely 
in apartments.

Smales family company Northcote Rd 1 
Holdings Ltd mooted the long-term develop-
ment proposal in 2016. Its formal application, 
through private plan change 23, was notified 
just over a year ago, on 12 April 2019.

Much of the hearing process was com-
pleted last year, but some details hung over 
to the first quarter of 2020. The commission-
ers – chair Ian Munro with Kim Hardy and 
Matthew Riley –  released their decision this 
month.

A small complication in the hearing pro-

cess was that the development proposal was 
largely about the planning concept of a transit 
orientated development, or TOD.

Chair Munro noted that this term wasn’t 
used in the Auckland Unitary Plan, largely 
finalised by Auckland Council, with most 
appeals decided, in November 2016.

In the decision, he noted: “This is in sum-
mary a model of development that is well 
traversed in planning and urban design prac-
tice, and all of the commissioners are very 
familiar with it. 

“It is based on the principle of maximis-
ing the efficiency of passenger transport 
networks, and minimising automobile de-
pendence, by enabling high densities of em-
ployment and residential activities on or very 
close to major passenger transport stations.”

One sticking point was to apply terminol-
ogy that fitted the Unitary Plan, rather than 
writing a whole new set of rules. 

The decision is open to appeal until 12 June, 
after which the terminology will be finalised.

The precinct sits on 10.8ha at the corner 
of Taharoto and Northcote Rds, Northcote, 
beside State Highway 1, the Northern Busway 
and Smales Farm bus station.

• Bob Dey produces the Bob Dey Property 
Report website.

High-rise apartment 
blocks allowed at  

Smales Farm

Residential allowed... An artist’s impression of what high-rise 
apartments at Smales Farm might look like

PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY

Kathryn 
Robertson
Residential Sales

021 490 480

E: Kathryn.robertson@bayleys.co.nz
W: kathrynrobertson.bayleys.co.nz

Licensed under the reA Act 2008

What’s on @
Takapuna Library

MISSING YOUR VISITS  
TO THE LIBRARY  

DURING LOCKDOWN? 
DOWNLOAD eBooks, eAudio-
books, eMagazines or eNews-
papers straight to your reading 
or listening device of choice. 

The library has a huge range of 
fiction and nonfiction eBooks 
for adults, young adults, and 
children. As well as a large col-
lection of eNewspapers, there 
are over 2200 publications to 
read from 100 countries, in your 
choice of 56 languages.

Get on the Auckland libraries  
web site and check it out!

www.aucklandlibraries.govt.nz

DOWNLOAD YOUR BOOKS!

Reach your Takapuna & Milford customers cost-effectively  
Contact the Rangitoto Observer for our rates  

EMAIL: sales@rangtitoto-observer.co.nz 
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B E T T E R  T O G E T H E R

WE’RE HERE FOR YOU,
NORTH SHORE.
We’d like to thank our community and  
loyal customers for your understanding  
and support as we navigate these  
challenging times together.
 
Whilst the world is not ready to travel yet,  
we know that it won’t always be this way.  
But, for now let’s keep safe and stay  
dreaming. When you and the world are  
ready to travel again, we’ll be here.

TAKAPUNA 09 486 0995  I   20 HURSTMERE ROAD, TAKAPUNA  I   TAKAPUNA@HOT.CO.NZ 
MILFORD 09 486 2549  I   172 KITCHENER ROAD, MILFORD  I   MILFORD@HOT.CO.NZ

“We’re here, we’re near and we care” – 
that’s the new catch-cry for Milford businesses 
looking to trade out of tough times. 

With more than a third of the shopping dis-
trict already back in action last week, the value 
to community of shopping local is being rein-
forced by the Milford Business Association.

“They’re not in it for the money at the 
moment – they’re just saying we’re here,” 
explained association manager Murray Hill. 

Of about 160 members, around 60 were 
actively trading, including eateries and stores 
selling goods online only.

Milford was in generally good spirits, Hill 
said, with people finding common purpose in 
revitalisation. The association had even picked 
up a few new members and was focusing on 
plans to promote Milford in ways that were 
affordable and appropriate to the times. A list 
of stores that were already trading was online 
and being regularly updated. (Find it at www.
milfordshops.co.nz.)

Hill said social media and emails to da-
tabases were also being used to spread the 
word. Competitions to raise awareness of the 
area had drawn big entries. A snail race was 
staged that was live-streamed to 2500 people,  
providing a touch of light relief in lockdown.

The need to promote Milford itself, as well 
as its shops, should help reinforce the value 
of the area. Its walking paths were among at-

tractions to draw people in.
Individual businesses were also having to 

be nimble and adapt strategies. “One of the 
sad things for a lot of small businesses is that 
they’re not very tech savvy,” said Hill. The 
crisis meant this was changing fast, with new 
ways of ordering, paying and communicating 
having to be quickly adopted.

Looking forward to Level 2 – when more 
stores including the mall would reopen – labels 
and signage needed for customer protocol 
information were being prepared. This had 
been offered by the Benefitz company.  

Despite being determinedly upbeat, Hill 
admits it won’t be plain sailing ahead. “It’s 
not going to be business as before.” Yet, he 
was heartened that thus far the word was a 
number of landlords were being supportive 
of their tenants.

Once in Level 2, with social distancing 
in place, many businesses would, however,  
likely only do around half their usual trade. 
“Older people may be reluctant to come out 
too soon.” 

Others would be eager to hit the shops.
For cafes, being able to fully open their 

doors and sell more than coffee and muffins 
was something they were holding on for.

Hill hopes one lasting positive outcome 
will be that “the local community are really 
going to be looking more at shopping locally.”

Milford ready to rise  
– with local support 

The lack of attention given to the 
polluted Wairau Estuary over many 
years meant it could not be considered 
for government infrastructure funding.

To kick-start the economy post 
Covid-19 lockdown the government 
asked councils to submit “shovel 
ready” projects. They needed to be 
costed at more than $10 million, 
planned, consented and ready to go, 
so jobs could be created immediately.

“There is no such project that would 
fit that criteria for the Wairau Estuary,” 
says North Shore ward councillor 
Richard Hills.

A co-ordinated approach to the 
estuary has only occurred recently.

 Business cases are being done for 
the Wairau Industrial Area, Hills says.

“Safe networks is an already-funded 
activity – it had already been under way 
addressing issues in the catchment, 
and I have been discussing this with 
[council department] Healthy Waters 
and hoping it will kick off again as 
soon as we have a better idea of our 
finances.

“The safe networks programme 
continuing for the Wairau is a top 
priority for me and Healthy Waters,” 
Hills says.

Wairau Estuary 
projects not ready 

for funding 
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Earthworks are again under way for the new 
events centre at Westlake Girls High School. 

And a community fundraising push to help 
raise the final $2 million needed to pay for the 
much-needed facility is soon to launch.  

The multipurpose building on the southern 
corner of the school’s Taharoto Rd site will seat 
1300 people. It replaces a smaller hall. 

The $10 million centre will have a large stage 
and a foyer suitable for exhibitions and func-
tions. Flexible backstage space will support per-
formances and be used for teaching and music.

The school’s strategic relationship manager, 
Kim Dowden, was looking forward to kickstart-
ing fundraising. “We’ve been planning this 
campaign for a while now and we’re excited 
to finally launch it once we are at Level 2,” she 
said. “This event centre will provide a heart 
for our school – a place for our students to 
gather, perform, learn and socialise. We also 
see it becoming part of our wider community, 
including Westlake Boys High School, schools 
in our Community of Learning (COL) and lo-
cal groups. It’s been a long time in the making, 
and we’re excited to see the foundation finally 
starting to form.”

Westlake’s property manager, Grant Brown, 
says work on the site halted in February when 
a small amount of contaminated soil was 
found, and then once construction was able to 
begin again, alert level 4 came into effect. “We 
are currently awaiting the release of a revised 
construction programme, but it’s safe to say we 
have fallen behind schedule.”  

Contractors were back onsite installing 
drainage and digging the foundations. It was 
likely the building, estimated to cost $10 mil-
lion, would be completed in May next year,  

rather than earlier in 2021.
“Because our students aren’t at school, we are 

definitely making the most of this opportunity 
to complete as much as possible.” Restrictions 
under Level 3 around social distancing meant 
things were a little slower, but progress was still 
pleasing “We hope Level 2 will be even better,” 
Brown said.

Dowden said the final $2 million to be raised 
would include money from flexible sponsorship 
opportunities for businesses or individuals, 
including naming rights and the purchase of a 
seat with a commemorative plaque. 

To find out more, please email Kim at  
kdowden@westlakegirls.school.nz

Behind schedule... An artist’s impression of the new event centre 
(above), and Matua Eddie Hudson at the ground-breaking ceremony 
in December last year

Events centre construction resumes
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We’re here to help!
Your local Travel Professionals at helloworld Travel Milford 

are currently working from home.
We have the technology to help you plan your dream post-covid holiday.   

With many people having postponed their 2020 travels we expect a higher than usual 
demand on 2021 tours, cruises and accommodation, so plan early and use our expertise.

Support 
your  

paper for 
the price 
of a cup 

of coffee. 

Go to
devonportflagstaff.co.nz 

and click on  
‘Become a supporter’  
at the top of the page.

Local schools report teaching just a hand-
ful of students in class during Covid-19 alert 
level 3. The vast majority remained working 
online, doing lessons from home.

At Takapuna Normal Intermediate School, 
numbers attending in person had been between 
five and eight a day, from a roll of 600 learners, 
said principal Wendy Sandifer. “They are in one 
bubble at school.”   

Takapuna Primary School principal Devika 
Tagg also reported “very few” studying in 
person, while schools waited to see how level 2 
would unfold. “We are just focussing on manag-
ing the situation as best as we can.” 

At Westlake Girls High School, just one 
small bubble of one to three students had been 
attending. “The students have been conscien-
tiously working on their assigned classroom 
tasks and have been supervised by teachers who 
have volunteered to come into school,” said 
deputy principal Lucille Vukets. “It has gone 
exceptionally well with everyone following the 
safe practices that have been recommended.” 

Rosmini has had 13 boys at the college each 
day, in three separate bubbles, from a total roll 
of 1120, said headmaster Nixon Cooper. “It has 
gone well so far.”

Sister school Carmel College was mostly 
empty, however, after the parents of two girls  
who had attended for two days made alternative 
care arrangements. Principal Chris Allen said 
student leaders were playing a role in remote 

school learning, having created a website with 
resources for fellow students to access. It was a 
“resounding success”, she said, featuring things 
to do during lockdown, ranging from academic 
links to physical activities. The Carmel sports 
Instagram account was similarly full of chal-
lenges that had helped keep students engaged.

“Our focus has always been on the mental 
and physical wellbeing of our students and staff 
during the lockdown, Ms Allen said.

Campbells Bay School had a maximum of 
13 in class in the first week of May from its 
roll of nearly 1000 Year 0 to 6 students. They 
were successfully split into two bubbles, said 
acting principal John McGowan. “But as the 
concept of social distancing is an alien concept 
for young children, particularly those in the 
five-to-seven year age group, consistency of 
maintaining social distancing has been variable! 
Schooling on site at alert level 3 is school, but 
not as we know it.” 

Online learning had also been very much 
about learning for both students and teachers, 
he said. Programmes had been modified to im-
prove them based on teacher observations and 
feedback from students and parents. “Having 
the opportunity to ‘Zoom’ each day has been 
a wonderful way for classes to stay in touch, 
although there is nothing like the real thing.

“We are very much looking forward to re-
turning to school being fully open,” McGowan 
said.

Small bubbles at schools
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Reach your  
Takapuna, Milford 

and surrounds  
customers 

cost-effectively
Contact the Observer  

for our rates and dates. 

EMAIL: 
sales@rangitoto-observer.co.nz

Issue 1 – 15 March 2019DELIVERED FORTNIGHTLY AN INDEPENDENT VOICE

Issue 1 – 15 March 2019DELIVERED FORTNIGHTLY AN INDEPENDENT VOICE

Trades & Services

We guarantee 
our Workmanship

Backed by over 35 years’ experience 
of quality preparation and painting

ph ross kingdom 
021 723 413

registered 
professional painters Phone COLIN on 480 5864

RECOVER YOUR
LOUNGE SUITE

Call us for a free quotation and put the life
back into that favourite chair or lounge suite

AWARD FURNITURE

North Shore based renovations, 
new builds, design & project  

management since 1985.

Trustworthy licensed builders specialising  
in residential alterations/extensions, 

kitchens, bathrooms, tiling, re-cladding.

Contact Alex Carey on  
0274 660 666, or visit our website 

www.efd.kiwi

Royal Design & Drapes
Made to Measure

Curtains, roman Blinds,  
roller Blinds, Venetian Blinds, 

shutters and tracks

15 yeaRs expeRience 

royaldesign.gk@gmail.com 
www.royaldesign.nz

Gabrielle 021 050 4961

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM:  
96 Hillside Rd, Glenfield, Auckland   
Hours: 8 - 5 weekdays

Call our designers to bring your 
ideas to life. Free consultation. 
10 year workmanship guarantee.

Phone 09 443 4461

www.neodesign.co.nz

kitchens
DESIGN   MANUFACTURE   INSTALL

Independent advice for  
New Zealand women.

Investments, budgeting, KiwiSaver, 
goal setting and financial plans.

Based in Hurstmere Rd, Takapuna. 
www.francefinancialplanning.co.nz

Architectural Design
• Extensions/Renovations
• New Builds/Re-clads
• All Consent work

www.dsol.nz
Matt Bates 0276862025

FENCE
BROTHERS

www.fencebros.co.nz

• FENCES
• PERGOLAS
•  DECKS

•  REtAiNiNG 
WALLS

•  PROPERtY MAiNtENANCE

CONtACt GREG 
FOR A FREE QUOtE

0800 336 232

“YOUR LOCAL ROOFER”

0800 7663 92
• RE-ROOFS
• NEW ROOFS
• LEAKS
• SPOUTING
www.relayroofing.co.nz

RENE GARDENING

SMALL & MEDIUM TREES
HEDGES & SHRUBS
PRUNING – TRIMMING
GARDEN TIDY UPS 
& MAINTENANCE

We look after your  
garden with care  
and passion. 

facebook.com/ReneGardening

         @renegardening

info@renegardening.co.nz
Rene: 021 134 5604

SERVICES OFFERED
A1 Handyman. Excellent work, budget. No 
job too big or small. Josh: 021 261 8322.
Job Wanted - Lady looking for part-time 
retail job, live-in home help, or similar. 
Text. 021 037 0961.
Pest Control Service, Ants, Mice, Rats, 
Cockroaches, Fleas, Bedbugs and Wasps. 
Ph Nick on 021 446 152.

CLASSIFIEDS
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1  You take advantage of great 
customer service  
and expertise 

You are their friends and 
neighbours, and locally owned 
businesses have a vested interest 
in knowing how to serve you. 
They’re passionate about what 
they do. Why not take advantage 
of it?

2 You create and  
stimulate “Community”

Local business owners know 
you, and you know them. Studies 
have shown that local businesses 
donate to community causes 
at more than twice the rate of 
international chains.

3 Local businesses are more 
entrepreneurial

Creativity and entrepreneurship are 
what the New Zealand is founded 
upon. Nurturing local business 
ensures a strong community and 
keeps NZ as a pioneering country.

4 You embrace what makes  
Takapuna unique

You wouldn’t want your house 
to look like everyone else’s in 
NZ, so why would you want 
your community to look that 
way? Supporting our local 
owned businesses helps to keep 
Takapuna town centre unique. 
Its keeps a wonderful shopping 
experience next to our beloved 
white sand beach.

5 You create more choice of 
shops and services

Locally owned businesses pick 
the items and products they sell 
based on what they know you like 
and want. Local businesses carry 
a wider array of unique products 
because they buy for their own 
individual markets.

6  Keep Takapuna a beloved 
destination for locals and 
visitors

The more interesting and unique 
your community is, the more 
we will attract new neighbours, 
visitors and guests. This benefits 
everyone!

7  More of the money  
you spend stays in  
our community

Studies show* that for every  
$100 you spend at a locally  
owned businesses, $68 will stay 
in the community, compared to 
only $43 when you spend at a 
neighbouring centre/overseas 
owned business. 

8  Spending locally creates 
more jobs for you and  
your neighbours

Local businesses that are doing 
well create more jobs and higher-
paying jobs for you and your 
neighbours. When you shop 
locally, you help create more jobs 
in retail, hospitality and personal 
services, as well as professional 
support jobs.

9 Reduced environmental 
impact

Buying from a locally owned 
business conserves energy and 
resources in the form of less fuel for 
transportation and less packaging. 
– help reduce waste and climate 
change!

10  Spending locally frees 
up Auckland Council/
Govt spending to be 
spent on other things

Shopping in a local business 
district means less infrastructure, 
less maintenance, and more 
money available to beautify your 
community. Also, spending locally 
instead of online, ensures that your 
sales taxes are reinvested where 
they belong— in your community!

Takapuna, our beloved town centre filled with vibrancy, life and laughter, needs YOU to get 
through this COVID-19 situation. Our local businesses have been hit hard by having to close 
and change the way they operate. For many, this might be too much and we may lose some 
of our beloved businesses. If we want to keep Takapuna as the vibrant, fun place we all love 
– we need YOU to SHOP LOCAL and support our local businesses over the next while.
There are lots of benefits to YOU shopping local too!!
Here are 10 things that happen when YOU shop local.

*Sources: Civic Economics 
– Andersonville Study of 
Retail Economics.

So come on, support local! - 
Support what makes Takapuna 
what we all love and treasure. 
Terence Harpur, 
CEO – I LOVE TAKAPUNA / 
Takapuna Beach Business 
Association

Takapuna
NEEDS YOU!
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Your local restaurants and cafes need you!

  Bian Sushi & Donburi
33-45 Hurstmere Rd  |  09  489 5711
www.biansushi.co.nz
(via YQ app or UberEats)
Hours:  Mon - Sat (10am - 4pm)
 

   Big Tikka - Authentic  
Indian Restaurant

458 Lake Road  |  0800 244 854
www.bigtikka.co.nz
Hours:  Mon to Sunday, 5pm - 9pm
Look on our website for Covid Level 
3 special menu. No cash payment 
accepted
 

  Bird on a Wire
40 Hurstmere Rd
order.birdonawire.co.nz - available for 
pickup or delivery
Hours:  Monday - Sunday: 10am-8pm
Check out our website and social media 
for the most up to date info about Bird 
during this time!
 

  Burger Bach
1-7 The Strand  |  09 963 6446
www.theburgerbach.co.nz - available for 
pickup or delivery
Hours:  11:30am to 8pm
 

  Burgerfuel Takapuna
22 Anzac St  |  09 489 4889
www.burgerfuel.com/nz 

Cactea
6 Hurstmere Rd  |  09 963 6249
https://www.facebook.com/
cacteanz-127200278678906/

  Clove Restaurant
17 Huron St  |  09 489 9911
www.cloveindiancuisine.co.nz
Hours: Mon - Sun 5pm-9pm

  DoDo Sushi & Donburi
448 Lake Road  |  09 488 7527
via UberEats and Regulr
Hours:  Monday to Friday (9am - 5pm)
We are following all health and safety 
measurements from the government 
agencies to ensure we provide your 
favourite meal safely.
 

  Flying Horse Takapuna
477 Lake Road  |  09 489 6305
www.flyinghorsetakapuna.co.nz/order
Hours: Monday to Friday 12pm - 9pm, 
Sunday 3.30pm to 9pm (will be revised 
at the end of the first week)
 

 Gong Cha Takapuna
3/88 Hurstmere Rd
gong-cha.appropo.io/register
Hours:  11am to 7pm
No cash/paywave. All orders prepaid 
through apps such as Gong cha app, 
ubereats, hungry panda, gogo and  
buy@home

 House of Chocolate
5/62-68 Hurstmere Rd
www.houseofchocolate.co.nz
Hours: 24/7 online
 

 Jam Organic Cafe
Shop 1, 33-45 Hurstmere Rd 
06 486 1600
Website TBC
Hours:  9am-1pm
 
Joe’s Eatery
99 Hurstmere Road, Takapuna
Joe’s Eatery has been inspired by the 
feeling of home and cherished moments 
of sharing a meal; the company, the 
conversation and of course the food! 
www.joeseatery.co.nz /  
www.facebook.com/joeseaterynz

  The Lab Eatery
132 Hurstmere Road, Takapuna
We are offering authentic Jordanian/
Lebanese food and open fire chargrilled 
meats.
We offer contactless pickup and Uber 
Eats deliveries
Phone: 09 4894496, Email: 
thelabtakapuna@gmail.com, 
Web: www.thelabeatery.co.nz

  Nanam
178 Hurstmere Rd  |  09 488 9976
nanam.co.nz
Hours: TBC

  Poke Poke Takapuna
Fortieth & Hurstmere,  
40 Hurstmere Rd  |  09 486 5399
Monday-Friday 11am-8pm,  
Saturday-Sunday 11am-4pm
Simply call us to arrange click and collect 
or delivery, or find and order with us on 
Eatlocalnz, Regulr or Ubereats app!

  Sal’s Pizza
1-7 The Strand, Takapuna
09 487 7257
https://www.sals.co.nz
Order via website or UberEats

   Sam’s Mediterranean 
Eatery and Food Store

86 Hurstmere Road, Takapuna
Authentic Mediterranean Cuisine
Please call 09 486 35 86 or be our guest 
at 86 Hurstmere Road, Takapuna. Web: 
www.sams86.co.nz
 

  Street Organics 
1 Byron Ave  |  09 216 5991
www.streetorganics.co.nz
Hours:  To be confirmed, starting with 
8am-6pm every day.
Thank you for your support, we miss you!
 

 Tank Juice
6 Hurstmere Rd & Shore City Shopping 
Centre
Pickup only - via Tank Juice app
https://www.tankjuice.co.nz/

  Taylors On Hurstmere
168 Hurstmere Road, Takapuna
Selection including: Soy, ginger and 
honey pork belly, Beetroot and feta 
arancini, Tequila chicken
Wed to Sun 5pm to 9pm.
Order www.taylorsonhurstmere.co.nz, 
Facebook, or call 489 9510

 Thai Takapuna
44 Hurstmere Rd  |  09 973 4259
Thaitakapuna.co.nz
Hours:  Tues-Thurs 11.30am-2.30pm & 
5.30pm-9pm. Fri 11.30am-2.30pm & 
5.30pm-9.30pm. Sat 5.30pm-9.30pm. 
Sun 12pm-3pm & 5.30pm-9pm.
Our valued customers will only be able to 
order online and pickup orders from the 
clearly designated area at the front of our 
restaurant.

Tok Tok
129 Hurstmere Rd | 09 489 3988
www.toktok.co.nz
 

  Wucha Takapuna
87 Hurstmere Rd  | 09 486 4666
wucha.co.nz
 

 Zomer Cafe
4 The Strand | 09 488 7594
zomer.co.nz - pickup only (delivery 
options may become available)
Hours: 7 days, 8am - 1pm.
We currently have coffee, sweet items 
and sandwiches available for contactless 
pickup - we are hoping to get some 
delivery options and meals available soon!

DELIVERY
AVAILABLE

PICK-UP
AVAILABLE

Your Essential
Level 3 Takapuna Restaurant
Pick-up and Delivery Guide
STICK ON YOUR FRIDGE FOR EASY ACCESS
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With many businesses on the North 
Shore under pressure, Benefitz 
owner and Devonport-Takapuna 
Local Board chair Aidan Bennett  
outlines the difficult path ahead. 

To say we are in challenging times would 
be an understatement.

My business life started over 40 years ago 
as a young pimply-faced advertising cadet at 
the New Zealand Herald. The year was 1979, I 
was 16 going on 17. Erebus had just happened. 
Rob Muldoon was the prime minister. Nine 
years later, I started our business Benefitz. It 
was August 1988, as New Zealand was battling 
with the fall out from the share market crash of 
1987. Things were starting to bite.

In hindsight, it was a crazy but good time to 
start out in business. It was a character-building 
time for all. Just two years prior, Michelle and 
I had bought our first home with the assistance 
of my parents. We paid $76,000 and the rate on 
our $40k mortgage was 24 per cent!

In the 32 years I have been in business we 
have navigated some challenging periods: 
those recessionary early years; the introduction 
of the personal computer and the internet that 
have both challenged and changed our busi-
ness; the ups and downs of several economic 
cycles; the tech-wreck years; the GFC years; 
the emergence of the smart phone, social 
media and online communication. We have 
navigated it all and grown to employ 70-80 
people with a consistent turnover north of 
$15million  annually.

But this Covid-19 problem is on another 
level in terms of being a challenge for our 
business. Like nothing we have ever faced 
before. All these previous challenging periods 
happened more slowly, so businesses had time 
to react and adjust to the problem.

We were ordered to shut by the government 
for the good of the country. I am proud that 
prior to this period, despite employing hun-
dreds of people over the years, we had made 
only a handful of people redundant over three 
decades. This is because in troubled times good 
businesses can alter their business models to 
suit the new environment and limit the dam-
age. Businesses were never faced with having 
to completely close down overnight for weeks 
on end, before facing an immediate recession 
at the other end.

Business people have no control over any 
of what we are dealing with now.

It has been disappointing to see and hear 
comments from what I believe are uninformed 
people casually saying that “good businesses 
will survive and not-so-good will fail” – with 
a “so what” flavour.

The purpose of this message is to respond to 
that thinking, and clearly outline the unprece-
dented position businesses like ours are now in.

In the case of our business, we have lost 
hundreds of thousands of dollars over the past 
six or seven weeks. We have a good business. 
Nobody has been getting filthy rich from Ben-

efitz, but we have been trading well for a long 
time, providing good lifestyles and livelihoods 
for the owners and our team. Prior to Covid-19, 
we have had years of positive trading, and the 
simple equation of debtors versus creditors 
was well in our favour on 26 March, day one 
of lockdown.

But all this has changed during this Covid-19 
problem period.

Along with thousands of other Kiwi busi-
nesses we are fighting for survival, battling to 
protect our livelihoods and that of our people 
and their families. We will be drawing on all 
the experience we have from 30-plus years 
of trading to get through this. We are well 
equipped to succeed. But this is a massive 
hurdle to overcome.

So what do we do to get through this period 
and come out the other side? Firstly, we took 
stock of our current situation. We quickly 
got an accurate handle on what our current 
financial situation was just prior to lockdown. 
We reported that positon to our bank so they 
were fully in the picture. This also allowed us 
to work out what remuneration we could offer 
to our team during the lockdown period.

The government’s wages-subsidy scheme 

has been a big help. It enabled us to propose 
remuneration of 80 per cent for our entire 
team (owners included) for the lockdown 
period. I applaud the speed at which this wage 
subsidy was approved and made available by 
the government.

We then needed to set about eliminating 
costs from our business. Our desire from the 
outset has been to try and protect the liveli-
hoods of our team. In the belief that once we 
were through the problem we would be well 
set – with our valued team intact – to grow once 
again in the post-Covid-19 environment. Our 
landlords have been good. Our key suppliers 
have been good. Our staff have been very 
understanding and flexible – we’ve now cut re-
muneration for all to around 60 per cent, again 
supported by the wage subsidy. A combination 
of all these things has enabled us to reduce our 
overheads to approximately a third.

Now, in the level-3 work environment, we 
are focused on generating sales and a margin 
to cover these new level of overheads. We 
are just over a week into this. Over the com-
ing weeks, we are hoping that business will 
slowly increase so we can pay the increasing 
overheads and start adjusting remuneration 
towards more normal levels.

But we have some huge obstacles to over-
come.

The drastic reduction in overheads is largely 
on the back of having the wage subsidy of 
$585.80 per week for every staff member. 
That support at the moment only lasts to mid-
June. The uncertainty beyond that is a massive 

Opinion

Businesses need support in Covid-19 world

 
Massive hurdle to overcome… Aidan Bennett with dog Tui

“The government must 
not walk away from 
good businesses.”
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problem. Particularly if the market is totally 
damaged as a result of the Covid-19 problem 
and related lockdown, something we and all 
other businesses had absolutely no control over.

That’s why it is absolutely important that 
the government doesn’t walk away from sup-
porting businesses that have been dropped into 
this dilemma. Good businesses will fail if they 
don’t get the balance right. If support ends after 
the current wage subsidy on 17 June, I believe 
the consequences will be severe for business.

In summary, there will be those who say 
“you have made a decision to go into private 
enterprise so you should fend for yourself.” If 
we were talking about normal market forces 
they would be absolutely correct. But what 
we have here are not normal market forces. 

We have a situation where the government 

has been dictating what we can and can’t do 
(mainly can’t do) since 26 March . It is subjec-
tive if what they have done is right or wrong.

What needs to happen now is a total focus 
on protecting the livelihoods of people in what 
were good businesses before this problem. Our 
own business is probably indirectly responsible 
for providing livelihoods for 200 to 300 peo-
ple. If it was left to fail in a fragile economy, 
many lives of good people will be severely 
affected. Multiply our business by hundreds 
or thousands of other businesses throughout 
the country and you will appreciate the dam-
age and the problem that will eventuate for 
New Zealand.

The government must not walk away from 
good businesses. 

Strong support must continue.

Travel sketching is that 
sketched impression 
where we teach you how 
to ‘see’ your subject. 
Tony McNeight tutors you 
through  an  eight  week  
programme of foundation 
skills to take you from first 
steps to being a confident 
and passionate sketcher.
Our weekly classes will 
guide you in a relaxed and 
fun way to find your 
creative side.

 
Travel 

Sketching
classes

for
beginners

 

tony.mcneight@gmail.com

CLASSES IN
DEVONPORT,

TAKAPUNA 
 AND  CITY

CONTACT TONY
021 925 031

www.erinhillsketching.co.nz
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All the family can enjoy a modern and convenient lifestyle with architecturally designed 
solid concrete block construction on a freehold 350sqm site with easy care gardens and 
magnificent views of Milford Marina. Featuring 2 living areas, 4 double bedrooms, master with 
gorgeous ensuite, internal access garaging. With a short walk to Milford Beach, the shopping 
centre and in zone for Westlake High Schools - get set to explore the coast with the high tide!

MILFORD | 11 INGA ROAD | Once in a Blue Moon

PREMIUM.CO.NZ/9944 | VIEW | BY APPOINTMENT AND AS ADVERTISED
AUCTION | ON SITE SUNDAY 24 MAY 2020 AT 3.30 PM UNLESS SOLD PRIOR

CHRIS BARKER 027 44 88 020  
ChrisBarker@premium.co.nz
TAKAPUNA: 916 6000 

Fine Homes |  F ine Apartments |  F ine Li festyles
PREMIUM REAL ESTATE LTD LICENSED REA 2008

CLEAN GREEN OCEAN BEACHFRONT

Absolute waterfront property on full quarter acre freehold section. A short 15 minute drive from Auckland´s 

C.B.D, this is convenience and lifestyle at its best. Such properties with flat access to a north facing beach 

are a rarity. Architecturally designed, the large floor area spans an impressive 360 sqm and is made up of 

5-bedrooms, a home office and 3-bathrooms (2 of which are en-suite). Built of exceptional quality and designed 

for family entertaining. In zone for preferred schooling and close to all amenities including recreational areas. 

Private gated access to the beach including a boatshed to house all the beach toys. AN OPPORTUNITY NOT 

TO BE MISSED! Walk-in furniture package negotiable, anticipated weekly rental $3,250 per week.

TAKAPUNA | premium.co.nz/9915

PRICE |  $8.5MLEWIS GUY 021 867 355

LewisGuy@premium.co.nz

PREMIUM REAL ESTATE LTD LICENSED REA 2008

SOUGHT AFTER PRIME POSITION |  THE SENTINEL

Located on the 9th floor with a fabulous unobstructed view of Rangitoto, Waitemata Harbour and the Gulf, sits 

this sought after, primely positioned 80sqm apartment. Nifty layout with, two bedrooms, two bathrooms, open 

plan living, full kitchen and breakfast bar leading out to deck. Vendors are moving out of Auckland allowing 

this great opportunity for you to secure in the fabulous Sentinel. Two carparks plus storage, 25m heated pool, 

spa, gym, sauna, friendly concierge. A fantastic cosmopolitan secure lifestyle, ideal for those who are working, 

retired or need an Auckland base by the beach. Very hard to beat the view, location, amenities, so act now.

TAKAPUNA CENTRAL | premium.co.nz/9957

PRICE |  $1.229M
ALISON PARKER 021 983 533

AlisonParker@premium.co.nz

PREMIUM REAL ESTATE LTD LICENSED REA 2008

WORLD CLASS BEACHFRONT TAKAPUNAOccasionally we have the pleasure of presenting a unique magnificent home and this prestigious Takapuna 
beachfront luxury home with ever changing sea views that will take your breath away... it is the ultimate 
America ́s Cup viewing platform. Set on a mature landscaped freehold 1,480sqm site the 493sqm Simon 
Carnahan designed home exudes sleek uncomplicated architecture. Stunning, modern design with broad 
open plan living long across the ocean frontage, chef ́s kitchen, dining and lounge opening to the patio and 
infinity pool overlooking the sea. 4 bedrooms, 3 ensuites and family bathroom plus a 5th bedroom with own 
entrance, 3 car garaging, glass elevator, workshop, wine cellar and direct access via secure gates onto the 
sand, this is the ultimate paradise. 

TAKAPUNA |  premium.co.nz/9862PRICE |  POA
JELENA FREEMAN 021 65 65 63 |  J IM MAYS 021 937 766JelenaFreeman@premium.co.nz |  J imMays@premium.co.nzPREMIUM REAL ESTATE LTD LICENSED REA 2008

A SELECTION OF FINE PROPERTIES

P
UM

®

MER
I

eBook

At Premium we’re here to help make 
buying and selling your home as easy as possible. 

We have a wonderful selection of quality homes, apartments 
and lifestyle properties ready for you to view now!

Call the Premium Team | Selling locally since 1984
premium.co.nz | 916 6000

Check out our 
NEW Premium 
eBook with a fine 
selection of quality 
properties 
hand-picked for you. 
premium.co.nz/ebook


