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Who are we? Local census 
data analysed... p3

SOS scheme to the rescue  
of local businesses... p2

Your level 3 restaurant  
take out guide... p13   

Coffee to go... Takapuna Beach Cafe’s Sophie Hwang and Macie Stewart awaiting the onslaught  
as customers rushed back for coffee after four weeks of Covid-19 lockdown.  More pictures p14-15

Shop Local – it starts now!
It’s time for locals to put their money 

where their mouth is.
Don’t even think about buying anything 

from overseas online.
A smattering of Takapuna/Milford busi-

nesses are able to operate under restricted 
terms under Covid-19 alert level 3: restau-
rants and cafes offering deliveries or click 

and collect services, and others such as 
bookshops, garden centres and hardware 
stores allowed to deliver.

It is vital residents start spending now to 
ensure our businesses and main-street shop-
ping areas survive.

We are running a free listing service for 
eateries this issue. Cut it out, stick it on the 

fridge and start ordering.  
I’ll be buying at least two take-out meals 

per week. Charity – and kindness – begins 
at home, with our neighbourhoods, our busi-
nesses, our people.

Rob Drent Managing Editor,  
The Rangitoto Observer

Expertise with proven results
Lynne works tirelessly to achieve the best result for you.

Lynne Lagan ba mba

027 201 1732 (available 24/7)
l.lagan@barfoot.co.nz • barfoot.co.nz/l.lagan

Charlotte, Milford

Back in business at alert level 3 
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The former Takapuna Library 
building at 2 The Strand has been 
vacant since an earthquake notice 
was issued in March 2018. The 
1956 heritage-listed public building 
has now been unoccupied for 780 
days. At some point, its future will 
be determined by Auckland Council.

Grill your local candidates

113 x 60 

FUNERALS 
NELSON & SUSAN 

ELLIOTT 

YOUR LOCAL  

2 The Strand: 
empty for 780 daysHurstmere Rd 

on the go in level 3 

SOS scheme raises $1.2 m for small businesses
More than $1.2 million in sales for 

mothballed cafes and businesses has 
been raised through David Downs’ 
SOS scheme. 

Inspired by the plight of Devon-
port restaurant Manuka, featured in 
the Flagstaff, Downs developed a 
voucher system so customers could 
buy meals or goods in advance, for 
redemption when hospitality busi-
nesses started trading again.

While it was initially set up to save 
Devonport cafes and restaurants, the 
system went national. 

Around 2450 businesses across 
the country have signed up for the 
scheme. 

It has been so successful that, in ad-
dition to cafes and restaurants, other 
businesses such as hairdressers and 
nail salons have signed up too. 

It’s a charity-based scheme, with 
all the money paid for vounchers 
going to businesses, minus any bank 
charges.

“It’s had a much bigger impact than 
I expected,” Downs said.

A group of volunteers had emerged 
to help, along with some “savvy te-
chies”. A click-and-collect scheme for 
local cafes selling takeaway coffees 
during alert level three was also being 
developed. To support local hospi-
tality and service businesses, go to  
www.sosbusiness.nz.
Massive response… David Downs’ SOS scheme has gone national

Takapuna’s Hurstmere Rd streetscape 
upgrade is expected to start this week after 
a delay caused by the  Covid-19 level-4 
lockdown.

Construction work is allowed to proceed 
under alert level 3.
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Oarsome costumes make waves at Beach Series finale 

In the pink… Jason Herriman was among entrants who got into the spirit of a retro-themed final night 
of the Beach Series summer races at Takapuna Beach last Tuesday. More pictures p12-14 

Preserving coastal track no walk in the park

To page 3 

The future of a hugely popular coastal 
track between Takapuna and Milford is set to 
be secured as Auckland Council negotiates 
with a property owner over purchasing his 
historic bach.

People have been walking through Paul 
Firth’s garden since 2011, when a wooden 
bridge was washed away in a storm.

At that time, the council found it had never 
been an official bridge and rebuilding would 

require a coastal consent, which required ap-
proval from all affected landowners.

Firth, now 74, withheld his consent because 
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Fears locals short-changed   
by new town square... p7

New Takapuna-Milford paper 
hits the streets... p2

‘Sacred’ pohutukawa trees  
turn into a menace... p4
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We’ll be there when you need us.

The care you deserve,  
at a price you can afford
We offer:
•  A New Zealand-owned company  

focused on caring for our community
•  Cremations from $2,100 and very competitively priced funerals
•  Eco-friendly options
•  Discounted funeral costs when you meet with us  

in advance to record your wishes
• Zero-fees pre-payment plan for added peace of mind

We’re available any time of the day or night,  
so simply call us on (09) 477-2433.

Hazel James 
Manager/Funeral Director

Ryan Berry 
Funeral Director

office@windsorfunerals.co.nz        windsorfunerals.co.nz

What a difference a street makes: 2018 Census data
Statistics New Zealand recently 
released a tranche of 2018 Census 
data. Jo Hammer looked behind the 
numbers, to reveal what they tell 
us about people living in Takapuna, 
Milford and surrounding areas.
 The biggest changes in the Milford-
Takapuna area are the ethnicities identified 
with and the faiths practised, according to 
the Census 2018 statistics. Levels of home 
ownership have decreased and rental costs 
have increased. Meanwhile the level of 
personal income is a key differentiator for 
the individual areas within the jurisdiction 
of the Devonport-Takapuna Local Board. 

Population
The Milford-Takapuna area saw a 6.5 per 

cent overall increase in population since the 
2013 Census, from 34,209 to 36,423.

The areas with the highest population 
growth since 2013 were Takapuna West, 
up 10.9 per cent, and Sunnynook South, up 
9.2 per cent. The lowest growth was seen in 
Takapuna South (1.7%) and Milford Central 
(1.9%), which had the same population 
in 2018 as it did in 2006. Conversely, the 
population of Takapuna West has grown by 
a third since 2006.

Age
The Devonport-Takapuna Local Board 

(DTLB) area has a higher than average 
median age (39.4 years) than both Auckland 
(34.7) and New Zealand as a whole (37.4). 

Although within the Milford-Takapuna 
areas, there is considerable variation in 
median ages. The oldest residents are in 
Takapuna South (47.9) and Milford Cen-
tral (47.2), followed by Sunnynook North 
(42.0), Takapuna Central and Milford West 
(both 41.6). Sunnynook South (35.4), Cas-
tor Bay (35.5) and Forrest Hill North (35.9) 
have the youngest median ages.

Milford Central has the highest propor-
tion of over-65s, where male and female 
seniors constitute 30.4 per cent and 32.7 
per cent of the population respectively. In 
Sunnynook North, the proportion of over-
65s is around one quarter of that, with 7.4 
per cent of males aged over 65 and 7.9 per 
cent of females. 

Marital status
Just over half (52.5 per cent) of DTLB 

adults are married, a slightly higher rate than 
Auckland (49.8 per cent) and New Zealand 
as a whole (48.6 per cent). The highest pro-
portion of married couples are in Castor Bay 
(57.6 per cent) and the lowest in Westlake 
(48.4 per cent).

Milford West (13.9 per cent) and Taka-
puna Central (13.5 per cent) have the high-
est proportions of divorced and separated. 
Westlake (10.2) has double the proportion 
of widowed/surviving civil-union partners 
compared to DTLB as a whole (4.8 per 
cent). In Sunnynook South, 37.7 per cent 
have never been married or in a civil union.

Children
The proportion of women having one or 

more children is highest in Milford Central 
(70.6 per cent) and lowest in Sunnynook 
South (60.4 per cent). These areas are higher 
and lower respectively than the proportions 
for the DTLB (65.6 per cent), Auckland 
(63.1 per cent) and New Zealand as a whole 
(66.9 per cent).  

Population 2018 2013 2006

Sunnynook North 2,865 2,673 2,652

Sunnynook South 2,673 2,448 2,382

Castor Bay 4,509 4,305 4,116

Forrest Hill North 2,409 2,325 2,163

Forrest Hill West 4,014 3,780 3,432

Forrest Hill East 3,516 3,366 3,117

Westlake 2,994 2,796 2,523

Milford West 3,072 2,856 2,823

Miford Central 1,947 1,911 1,950

Takapuna Central 2,370 2,244 2,046

Takapuna West 4,509 4,065 3,402

Takapuna South 1,464 1,440 1,416

Milford-Takapuna Total 36,423 34,209 32,022

Devonport-Takapuna Lobal Board 57,975 55,470 52,653
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Ethnic group 
identified with 
%

European Ma- ori Pacific Asian

Middle 
Eastern/ 

Latin 
American/ 

African

Other

Sunnynook North 48.3 6.3 3.1 47.2 3.1 1.4
Sunnynook South 41.9 5.7 4.5 51.3 2.8 2.2
Castor Bay 76.2 3.9 1.2 21.5 2.1 0.8
Forrest Hill North 49.3 4.2 1.4 47.6 2.5 0.7
Forrest Hill West 42.6 4.9 3.0 51.7 3.1 0.9
Forrest Hill East 56.1 4.4 2.7 39.2 2.2 0.9
Westlake 55.5 3.3 2.1 41.5 2.4 1.1
Milford West 65.3 4.7 1.3 30.8 2.7 0.8
Milford Central 83.7 3.2 1.1 14.2 2.6 0.6
Takapuna Central 82.8 4.1 1.1 13.8 3.4 0.8
Takapuna West 63.0 4.2 2.2 31.6 4.4 0.9
Takapuna South 85.2 5.3 1.6 12.3 2.3 0.8

Devonport-Takapuna 69.3 5.5 2.5 26.3 2.5 1.2
Auckland 53.5 11.5 15.5 28.2 2.3 1.1
New Zealand 70.2 16.5 8.1 15.1 1.5 1.2

Ethnicity
The Devonport-Takapuna Local Board 

(DTLB) area remains majority European in 
ethnicity, but this varies enormously across its 
constituent areas. The overall decline since 2013 
in those identifying with European ethnic groups 
(from 75.9 per cent down to 69.3 per cent) is 
matched by the increase in those identifying 
with Asian ethnic groups (from 19.8 per cent 
in 2013 to 26.3 per cent in 2018).

Sunnynook South (51.3 per cent) and Forrest 
Hill West (51.7 per cent) have more than half of 
residents identifying with Asian ethnic groups; 
and with the exceptions of Castor Bay, Milford 
Central, Takapuna Central and Takapuna South, 
all areas have a greater proportion of residents 
with Asian ethnicity than Auckland as a whole.

The eastern areas from Castor Bay south 
have the highest concentration of European 
ethnicity: Castor Bay (76.2 per cent), Milford 
Central (83.7 per cent), Takapuna Central (82.8 
per cent) and Takapuna South (85.2 per cent).

The local-board area has fewer residents 
identifying with Māori (5.5 per cent) and Pacific 
(2.5 per cent) ethnic groups than Auckland and 
New Zealand as a whole. 

Birthplace
Just over half (56.2 per cent) of DTLB resi-

dents were born in New Zealand, significantly 
lower than the proportion of the country’s total 
population (72.6 per cent). Again, this varied 
across the local-board area. In Milford Central 
and Takapuna South, two-thirds of residents 
were New Zealand born. But in Sunnynook 
(North and South), Forrest Hill (North and 
South), Westlake and Takapuna West, less than 
half of residents were born in New Zealand. 

The proportion of residents born in Asia 
(21.0 per cent) was followed by the UK and 
Ireland (9.6 per cent). Sunnynook South had 
the greatest proportion born in Asia (42.5 per 
cent) and Takapuna South the UK and Ireland 
(10.8 per cent).

Returning from overseas
Those in Takapuna (West and Central) and 

Sunnynook (North and South) were living 
overseas in the greatest numbers in the year 
prior to the 2018 Census. Overall, 4.8 per cent 
of DTLB residents were overseas the previous 
year, compared to 3.6 per cent of those in Auck-
land and 2.7 per cent nationally.

The Milford-Takapuna and the wider 
DTLB area are consistent in a marked in-
crease over the years of those practising no 
religion, and a sharp decrease in those with 
an affiliation to Christianity.

The proportion of DTLB residents with no 
religious affiliation has grown by 7 per cent 
since 2013, and 15.6 per cent since 2006. 
Correspondingly, the affiliation to Christi-
anity has decreased by 12 per cent and 18.7 
per cent respectively over the same period.

Although the pattern was the same across 
all areas, the extent to which this was the 
case did vary. Castor Bay and Milford West 
reflected the trend to ‘no religion’ the most 
since 2013 and 2006, and Sunnynook (North 
and South) the least.

The largest declines in affiliation to the 
Christian faith were seen in Takapuna South, 
Milford (West and Central) and Castor Bay. 
The smallest declines were in Sunnynook 
(North and South) and Takapuna West.

The attainment of academic and voca-
tional qualifications was broadly similar 
within the DTLB area, although this varied 
somewhat from the pattern seen nationally. 
The largest variations were in the proportions 

with no qualification (significantly lower 
for the DTLB area at 8.4 per cent compared 
to 18.2 per cent nationally); and those who 
had attained bachelors degrees or equivalent 
(22.9 per cent for DTLB, compared to 14.6 
per cent nationally).

Takapuna (Central and South) and Castor 
Bay had the highest incidences of quali-
fications at NZQA levels one to four, and 
Milford Central at levels five and six.The 
proportion of people holding bachelors 
degrees and other level-7 qualifications was 
highest in Takapuna West (25.0 per cent). 
Takapuna South had more who had attained 
postgraduate qualifications (honours and 
masters degrees, and doctorates). 

The proportion of those holding overseas 
secondary qualifications varied between 4.5 
per cent and 13.9 per cent and was around 
double national levels (5.9 per cent) for 
Sunnynook, Forrest Hill (North and West) 
and Westlake. 

Religious affiliation

Highest qualification

Religious 
affiliation (%)

2018 2013 2006
No Religion Christian No Religion Christian No Religion Christian

Devonport-Takapuna 52.3 35.8 45.3 47.8 36.7 54.5
Auckland 42.6 38.4 37.8 47.6 32.5 53.0
New Zealand 48.2 36.5 41.9 47.7 34.6 54.2
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Wet wipes

Employment  
and occupations

Overall, 49.9 per cent of the DTLB area was 
in full-time employment at the time of Census 
2018, a similar proportion to Auckland (51.9 per 
cent) and New Zealand as whole (50.1 per cent). 

Sunnynook North had the highest rate of full-
time employment (55.2 per cent), while Milford 
Central had the lowest (41.3 per cent), as well 
as the highest level of non-participation in the 
labour force (41.5 per cent).

DTLB had higher proportions of managers and 
professionals than the rest of Auckland and New 
Zealand, although on an area basis, there was 
significant local variation within the local-board 
geographies. Castor Bay, Milford Central, Taka-
puna Central and Takapuna South had upwards 
of 28 per cent working as managers, and Westlake 
and Takapuna West had the highest proportions of 
working professionals (34.4 per cent). 

The proportions of technicians and trade 
workers were highest in Sunnynook (North and 
South) and Forrest Hill (North, East and West). 
Westlake had the greatest proportion of com-
munity and personal service workers. 

The DTLB area had a similar proportion of 
clerical, administrative and sales workers to the 
rest of Auckland and New Zealand, but lower 
proportions of machinery operators, drivers 
and labourers.

NOW takiNg Orders 
fOr cONtactless 
delivery aNd cOllectiON.
—
Order ONliNe: 
WWW.littleaNdfriday.cOm

LITTLE & FRIDAY NEWMARKET
11  MCCOLL STREET |  NEWMARKET
09 524 8742

LITTLE & FRIDAY HIGH STREET – NEW 
35 HIGH STREET |  AUCKLAND CBD

LITTLEANDFRIDAY.COM  
HELLO@LITTLEANDFRIDAY.COM 

FOLLOW US #LITTLEANDFRIDAY |    LITTLEANDFRIDAY |    FACEBOOK.COM/LITTLEANDFRIDAY

COME AND 
TASTE OUR 
FAMOUS  
DIPLOMAT 
DONUTS – 
BURSTING 
WITH 
CREAM AND 
RASPBERRY 
COULIS!
10% DISCOUNT on 
purchase of a coffee and/
or donut on presentation 
of this flyer at Little 
& Friday Newmarket 
or Little & Friday High 
Street.

Valid from 1st March to  
31st March 2020.  
Terms and conditions apply.

LITTLE & FRIDAY NEWMARKET
11  MCCOLL STREET |  NEWMARKET
09 524 8742

LITTLE & FRIDAY HIGH STREET – NEW 
35 HIGH STREET |  AUCKLAND CBD

LITTLEANDFRIDAY.COM  
HELLO@LITTLEANDFRIDAY.COM 

FOLLOW US #LITTLEANDFRIDAY |    LITTLEANDFRIDAY |    FACEBOOK.COM/LITTLEANDFRIDAY

COME AND 
TASTE OUR 
FAMOUS  
DIPLOMAT 
DONUTS – 
BURSTING 
WITH 
CREAM AND 
RASPBERRY 
COULIS!
10% DISCOUNT on 
purchase of a coffee and/
or donut on presentation 
of this flyer at Little 
& Friday Newmarket 
or Little & Friday High 
Street.

Valid from 1st March to  
31st March 2020.  
Terms and conditions apply.

PHONe: 09 489 8527

Levels of median income varied consider-
ably, with the lowest-earning areas (Forrest Hill, 
North and West) seeing levels of median income 
at less than two-thirds of the highest-earning 
areas (Takapuna, Central and South). 

The proportion earning more than $100,000 
was one in four for Takapuna Central and South, 
but half that for Takapuna West. Similarly the 

proportions for Milford Central and Castor Bay 
(21 and 22 per cent) was more than double the 
levels of their neighbours to the north and west. 

More than two-thirds of earners in Sunny-
nook South and Forrest Hill (North and West) 
brought in less than $50,000 in personal income. 
This is less than the DTLB area, but comparable 
to Auckland and New Zealand as a whole.

Health Care Provider & 
Reprographics Assistant

31.25 hours a week, term time only.
For more information,  

a job description and application form, 
please see our website

www.carmel.school.nz/ 
school-information/employment

Personal income

Proportion in each occupation group: Devonport-Takapuna Local Board Area
Managers 21.9%
Professionals 33.1%
Technicians and trade workers 8.9%
Community and personal service workers 9.8%
Clerical and administrative workers 10.9%
Sales workers 9.0%
Machinery operators and drivers 2.0%
Labourers 4.3%

Median income (2018) $
Sunnynook North $34,200
Sunnynook South $31,300
Castor Bay $46,600
Forrest Hill North $30,700
Forrest Hill West $30,100
Forrest Hill East $35,300
Westlake $33,500
Milford West $38,000
Milford Central $45,800
Takapuna Central $50,000
Takapuna West $36,400
Takapuna South $49,300

Devonport-Takapuna $39,900
Auckland $34,400
New Zealand $31,800
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FREE 
QUOTES
• RE-ROOFS

• NEW ROOFS

• LEAKS

• SPOUTING
0800 7663 92
www.relayroofing.co.nz

“YOUR LOCAL LICENSED ROOFER”

Home ownership 
The Milford-Takapuna area had a total 

of 14,178 private dwellings, of which 6.5 
per cent were unoccupied at the time of the 
2018 Census.

In common with Auckland and New 
Zealand, the trend was for ownership of 
tenured private dwellings to have fallen 
since the 2013 and 2006 Censuses. And for 
the DTLB, ownership at 43.1 per cent was at 
lower levels than regionally and nationally. 

Forrest Hill West had the highest levels of 
home ownership (50.0 per cent), although 
lower levels of dwellings held in a family 
trust (12.5 per cent, compared to 21.1 per 
cent for the DTLB area). Takapuna (South 
and Central), Milford Central and Castor Bay 
all had in excess of 30 per cent of dwellings 
owned by a family trust.

Takapuna West (48.7 per cent), Sunny-
nook South (48.4 per cent) and Westlake 
(45.4 per cent) had the lowest proportions 
of non-ownership compared to the DTLB 
area (35.8 per cent).

Rental costs
Takapuna Central, which saw an increase 

in median rent of just 3.6 per cent since the 
2013 Census, was an outlier in the DTLB 
area, where median rental costs increased 
26.2 per cent on the 2013 level of $420 per 
week.

The biggest rent increase was in Forrest 
Hill North (up 31.8 per cent since 2013 to 
$580 from $440). The highest median rents 
in 2018 were in Takapuna South and Forrest 
Hill (North and West), each paying a weekly 
$580. The lowest median rent was in Milford 
West, at $500 per week.

Comparing median income to median rent 
is a crude illustration of rental affordability 
(although the median income is individual 
earnings, while the rental cost is per house-
hold). On this basis, the least affordable areas 
for renting were Forrest Hill West and North, 
and the most affordable were Milford Central 
and Takapuna Central. 

The proportion of regular smokers in each 
area is mostly similar to that for the DTLB 
area (5.8 per cent) and in all cases is lower 
than the corresponding rates for Auckland 
(11.3 per cent) and New Zealand (13.2 per 
cent) as a whole. 

The northernmost areas of the local-board 
area — Sunnynook (North and South) and 
Forrest Hill North — had the greatest propor-
tions of regular smokers, although they, along 

with Takapuna West had also made the greatest 
strides in reducing these numbers. Sunnynook 
South had 2.9 per cent fewer regular smokers 
compared to 2013, and 9.1 per cent fewer 
compared to 2006. 

Forrest Hill West (79.5 percent) and Castor 
Bay (78.2 per cent) had the highest proportion 
of those who have never smoked and Milford 
Central and Takapuna Central have the highest 
proportions of ex-smokers (both 21.5 per cent).

North Shore life… locals queued for coffee last Tuesday after lockdown 
ended 

Smoking

NEXT ISSUE: Travel patterns
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Letters to the Editor  
Topics should be local.  

Noms-de-plume or  
submissions without a name  

will not be printed. Email  
news@rangitoto-observer.co.nz  
or post to Rangitoto Observer,  
PO Box 32 275, Devonport. 

Casting-vote criticism warranted

It is my understanding that the council 
bought the  section on Taharoto Rd next 
door to the Sargeson Apartments many 
years ago as a green space. After all this 
time  it still is a space of nothingness. 
It has, over the years, been used as 
a dump for local rubbish, road works 
and construction parking – basically 
an unloved and unattended section. 
Surely in this high-traffic area it could 
provide a small park, with trees and 
seating, or even an area for a well-run 
community garden – a place walkers 
and, increasingly, nearby residents  
could enjoy. Right now, it’s a missed 
opportunity.

 No, I am not a gardener, and I do 
not want to get involved, but felt it 
was worth bringing to your attention. It 
needs someone to care. 

   Mandy Dempsey

I agree with the criticism of Aiden Ben-
nett’s misguided use of the casting vote 
which was so eloquently expressed by Terry 
Dunleavy in your last issue. 

Chairperson Bennett clearly doesn’t 
understand that the definition of his role is 
to act as a democratic representative of his 
community, not as an autocrat who makes all 
final decisions. When a casting vote is neces-
sary, the honourable course has always been 
to preserve the status quo. This is especially 

important when a panel consists of even 
numbers, because it ensures that one person 
does not gain overriding power. 

We voted six people onto our local board, 
all chosen because they represent the broader 
wishes of our community. We know they will 
not always agree on every issue, but we do 
expect them to work toward consensus. We 
certainly did not vote for Aiden Bennett to 
have the final say. 
Lyndsay Brock 

Vacant space 
should be a park

B E T T E R  T O G E T H E R

WE’RE HERE FOR YOU,
NORTH SHORE.
We’d like to thank our community and  
loyal customers for your understanding  
and support as we navigate these  
challenging times together.
 
Whilst the world is not ready to travel yet,  
we know that it won’t always be this way.  
But, for now let’s keep safe and stay  
dreaming. When you and the world are  
ready to travel again, we’ll be here.

TAKAPUNA 09 486 0995  I   20 HURSTMERE ROAD, TAKAPUNA  I   TAKAPUNA@HOT.CO.NZ 
MILFORD 09 486 2549  I   172 KITCHENER ROAD, MILFORD  I   MILFORD@HOT.CO.NZ

Level 3 Lockdown Sale!
30% Off Storewide*

28th April - 11th May 

www.Golfhq.co.nz
*Excludes Scotty Cameron, Vokey & 

Custom Orders
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Lockdown 
special: rat trap  

free delivery offer
Free delivery of rat traps in mid 

May is being offered to the first five 
residents who can convince at least 
two or more of their neighbours on the 
same street to start trapping.

 Fiona Martin, Takapuna North 
environmental coordinator, has 
around 25 rat traps and tunnels 
and 20 possum traps left over from 
summer. They are available on 
permanent loan.

The free loan system requires 
people to sign up and use the 
Ecotrack reporting app (ecotrack.nz). 

If  people stop participating in the 
project they will be asked to return the 
trap or pass it to a neighbour to use.  

 To get a free loan trap email 
enviro@takapunatrust.org.nz

Humans aren’t the only ones raising their 
heads post lockdown – rats are on the move 
as well, heading into houses for  winter.

“Our main focus in May will be to en-
courage residents, businesses, clubs and 
community groups to participate in back-
yard  trapping to reduce the rat and possum 
population, before rats head up into people’s 
roof tops for the winter, and then emerge in 
spring to eat baby birds out of their nests,” 
Takapuna North environmental co-ordinator 
Fiona Martin says.

It’s vital work: trappers were in lockdown 
over April at the same time as rats were gorg-
ing on plentiful food in bush areas.

Rats are clever, Martin says, and it is 
important they feel safe before they will eat 
from traps. Predator Free New Zealand’s 
website (predatorfreenz.org) has information 
on how to pre-feed rats in and around a trap.

“Around reserve buffer zones we are 
aiming for one in three houses to be actively 
undertaking predator control. Beyond that 
zone (across the North Shore) we will need at 
least one in five people to effectively control 
these predators that threaten the very exist-
ence of many of our native birds,” she says.

Trappers should be encouraged by the 
recent sighting of a bellbird (korimako) in 
the Narrow Neck area. 

“Devonport has had volunteers trapping 
for around three years now. This is very 
rewarding news,” Martin says.  

“Takapuna North residents are now 
needed to step in and help protect habitat 
areas from predators in the Takapuna North 
area too. There have been approximately 

25 possums caught in one residential trap 
near the Wairau Stream this summer, and 
possums are known to have a wide-ranging 
territory.”

The North Shore Birdsong project can 
order up to 800 free loan traps a year.

 “I would love to hear from all residents 
wanting to sign up to the programme.” 

A Facebook page keeps volunteers up to 

date and will advise when the next batch 
of free loan traps is available for collection 
after lockdown.  

Residents are also being encouraged 
to check their backyards for pest weeds, 
watching out in particular over the next three 
months for pampas grass, woolly nightshade, 
wild ginger moth plant, blue morning glory 
madeira vine.

Fiona Martin 

Trappers wanted for anti-rat campaign 
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Air pollution dropped by 75 per cent in 
Takapuna over the first four weeks of Covid-19 
lockdown.

The reduction at Takapuna is similar to the 
reductions in traffic volumes on state high-
ways recorded by the New Zealand Transit 
Authority.

“Whereas such reductions in traffic pollution 
have occurred in the past for brief periods – 
particularly on some public holidays, or during 
storms – such an extended period of improved 
air quality is unprecedented,” said NIWA air-
quality expert Dr Ian Longley.

The strong correlation between drops in 
nitrogen oxide volumes and reductions in 
traffic numbers confirms that other potential 
sources – particularly industry – are a minor 
source of our pollution, he said.

“We can therefore expect that (nitrogen ox-
ide) concentrations during level 3 and beyond 
will also reflect any re-growth in traffic.”

Whether or not nitrogen oxide levels return 
to normal will depend on driving patterns 
reverting or if increased working from home, 
new social distancing norms and increased 
unemployment keep traffic below recent pre-
lockdown levels, he said

“Any acceleration of the transition to electric 
vehicles or public or active transport may also 
prevent air pollution returning to pre-lockdown 
levels,” Longley said.

Particles in the air (from  traffic, heating, 

industrial and natural sources) in Auckland is 
also measured. Takapuna showed the second 
highest drop (-24 per cent)  across the seven 
sites monitored. Papatoetoe was the highest 
with a 25  per cent drop.

The reductions in particles across Auckland 
during lockdown was “entirely consistent with 
the traffic component reducing by 75 per cent” 
whilst other contributing sources remained 
largely unchanged, he said.

Investigations into improving water quality 
at Lake Pupuke have stalled due to economic 
uncertainties posed by the Covid-19 outbreak.

Healthy Waters has been working through 
options for the lake and just before lockdown 
received costs for developing a lake model 
with supporting monitoring. Further work is 
now on hold.

“Given the current uncertain financial situa-
tion at council as a result of Covid-19, the work 
programmes for next financial year are under 
review and will only be able to be confirmed 
once the annual budget is approved,” Healthy 
Waters strategy head Andrew Chin said. 

“Once we have a better understanding of this, 
we can programme the model build.”

Lockdown cuts pollution

Lake work  
on hold

Closed during lockdown, the 
PumpHouse Theatre has been working 
with local actors putting collaborative 
monologues online.

Actors from professionals to 
beginners are assigned a line or two 
from a well-known speech, they film 
them, and then the PumpHouse team 
edits them for its website, YouTube and 
social media.

Three have been done so far, with 
the first, Shakespeare monologues, 
three minutes long, and the latest, the 
opening of Under Milk Wood by Dylan 
Thomas running to six minutes.

Contributors are sent the lines but 
interpretation is up to them, PumpHouse 
business manager James Bell said.

“We’ve had [monologues] in te reo, in 
French and Chinese,” he said.

With a public starved of live theatre, 
the monologues have proved extremely 
popular with each getting around 5000 
likes on Facebook.

The PumpHouse has also moved 
its Creative Talks programme of short 
interviews with actors and creatives 
online.

L i v e - s t r e a m e d  s m a l l - s c a l e 
performances filmed at the Pumphouse 
may also be a possibility, Bell said.

Off stage but 
not out of mind

We’re here to help!
Your local Travel Professionals at helloworld Travel Milford 

are currently working from home.
We have the technology to help you plan your dream post-covid holiday.   

With many people having postponed their 2020 travels we expect a higher than usual 
demand on 2021 tours, cruises and accommodation, so plan early and use our expertise.
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Reach your  
Takapuna, Milford 

and surrounds  
customers 

cost-effectively
Contact the Observer  

for our rates and dates. 

EMAIL: 
sales@rangitoto-observer.co.nz

Trades & Services

We guarantee 
our Workmanship

Backed by over 35 years’ experience 
of quality preparation and painting

ph ross kingdom 
021 723 413

registered 
professional painters Phone COLIN on 480 5864

RECOVER YOUR
LOUNGE SUITE

Call us for a free quotation and put the life
back into that favourite chair or lounge suite

AWARD FURNITURE

Professional Quality Service
Craftsman Plumber and Gasfitter

New installations
Repairs and Maintenance
Precision Plumbing 2010 Ltd

david@precisionplumbing.co.nz
www.precisionplumbing.co.nz

Ph 021 841 745
David Mortimore 

North Shore based renovations, 
new builds, design & project  

management since 1985.

Trustworthy licensed builders specialising  
in residential alterations/extensions, 

kitchens, bathrooms, tiling, re-cladding.

Contact Alex Carey on  
0274 660 666, or visit our website 

www.efd.kiwi

Royal Design & Drapes
Made to Measure

Curtains, roman Blinds,  
roller Blinds, Venetian Blinds, 

shutters and tracks

15 yeaRs expeRience 

royaldesign.gk@gmail.com 
www.royaldesign.nz

Gabrielle 021 050 4961

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM:  
96 Hillside Rd, Glenfield, Auckland   
Hours: 8 - 5 weekdays

Call our designers to bring your 
ideas to life. Free consultation. 
10 year workmanship guarantee.

Phone 09 443 4461

www.neodesign.co.nz

kitchens
DESIGN   MANUFACTURE   INSTALL

Independent advice for  
New Zealand women.

Investments, budgeting, KiwiSaver, 
goal setting and financial plans.

Based in Hurstmere Rd, Takapuna. 
www.francefinancialplanning.co.nz

Architectural Design
• Extensions/Renovations
• New Builds/Re-clads
• All Consent work

www.dsol.nz
Matt Bates 0276862025

FENCE
BROTHERS

www.fencebros.co.nz

• FENCES
• PERGOLAS
•  DECKS

•  REtAiNiNG 
WALLS

•  PROPERtY MAiNtENANCE

CONtACt GREG 
FOR A FREE QUOtE

0800 336 232

RENE GARDENING

SMALL & MEDIUM TREES
HEDGES & SHRUBS
PRUNING – TRIMMING
GARDEN TIDY UPS 
& MAINTENANCE

We look after your garden  
with love and passion.  
We care about your garden.

facebook.com/ReneGardening

         @renegardening

info@renegardening.co.nz
Rene: 021 134 5604

“YOUR LOCAL ROOFER”

0800 7663 92
• RE-ROOFS
• NEW ROOFS
• LEAKS
• SPOUTING
www.relayroofing.co.nz



The RangiToTo obseRveR  Page 12 May 1, 2020

1 You take advantage of great customer 
service and expertise 

You are their friends and neighbours, and locally 
owned businesses have a vested interest in 
knowing how to serve you. They’re passionate 
about what they do. Why not take advantage of 
it?

2 You create and  
stimulate “Community”

Local business owners know you, and you know 
them. Studies have shown that local businesses 
donate to community causes at more than twice 
the rate of international chains.

3 Local businesses are more 
entrepreneurial

Creativity and entrepreneurship are what the 
New Zealand is founded upon. Nurturing local 
business ensures a strong community and 
keeps NZ as a pioneering country.

4 You embrace what makes  
Takapuna unique

You wouldn’t want your house to look like 
everyone else’s in NZ, so why would you want 
your community to look that way? Supporting our 
local owned businesses helps to keep Takapuna 
town centre unique. Its keeps a wonderful 
shopping experience next to our beloved white 
sand beach.

5 You create more choice of shops and 
services

Locally owned businesses pick the items and 
products they sell based on what they know you 
like and want. Local businesses carry a wider 
array of unique products because they buy for 
their own individual markets.

6 Keep Takapuna a beloved destination 
for locals and visitors

The more interesting and unique your community 

is, the more we will attract new neighbours, 
visitors and guests. This benefits everyone!

7 More of the money you  
spend stays in our community

Studies show* that for every $100 you spend 
at a locally owned businesses, $68 will stay in 
the community, compared to only $43 when you 
spend at a neighbouring centre/overseas owned 
business. 

8 Spending locally creates more  
jobs for you and your neighbours

Local businesses that are doing well create 
more jobs and higher-paying jobs for you and 
your neighbours. When you shop locally, you 
help create more jobs in retail, hospitality and 
personal services, as well as professional 
support jobs.

9 Reduced environmental impact
Buying from a locally owned business 

conserves energy and resources in the form of 
less fuel for transportation and less packaging. – 
help reduce waste and climate change!

10 Spending locally frees up Auckland 
Council/Govt spending to be spent 

on other things
Shopping in a local business district means 
less infrastructure, less maintenance, and more 
money available to beautify your community. 
Also, spending locally instead of online, ensures 
that your sales taxes are reinvested where they 
belong— in your community!

So come on, support local! - Support what 
makes Takapuna what we all love and 
treasure. 
Terence Harpur, 
CEO – I LOVE TAKAPUNA / Takapuna Beach 
Business Association

Takapuna, our beloved town centre filled with vibrancy, life and laughter, needs 
YOU to get through this COVID-19 situation. Our local businesses have been hit 
hard by having to close and change the way they operate. For many, this might 
be too much and we may lose some of our beloved businesses. If we want to 
keep Takapuna as the vibrant, fun place we all love – we need YOU to SHOP 
LOCAL and support our local businesses over the next while.
There are lots of benefits to YOU shopping local too!!
Here are 10 things that happen to TAKAPUNA when YOU shop local.

Takapuna
NEEDS YOU!

*Sources: Civic Economics – Andersonville Study of Retail Economics.

Below is a list of 
businesses that offer 
online purchasing of 
Gift Cards and E-Gift 
Vouchers that are still 
available for purchase.

Grab a Gift Card for your 
favourite store now!

HOSPITALITY
House of Chocolate
Mexico
Sal’s Pizza
Tucks and Bao
Madam Woo
Burger Burger
Taylors on Hurstmere
Centro Cafe
Street Organics
Mortar and Pestle
Joe’s Eatery
Takapuna Bar
The Lab Eatery
Botticelli Italian Restaurant

RETAIL
House of Travel Takapuna
Farmers
Cotton On
Michael Hill
Federation
Glassons
Kikki.K
Kilt
Lululemon
Mecca
Max
Merchant / Overland
Mummum
Paper Plus
Pacific Paddle Company
Rodd & Gunn
Stevens

HEALTH & BEAUTY
Morgan and Morgan
Barbershop Co
Haven Skin Spa
Destination Hair Studio

ENTERTAINMENT
Monterey Cinema
Escape HQ

See ilovetakapuna.co.nz  
for an up-to-date list
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Your local restaurants and cafes need you!

  Bian Sushi & Donburi
33-45 Hurstmere Rd  |  09  489 5711
www.biansushi.co.nz
(via YQ app or UberEats)
Hours:  Mon - Sat (10am - 4pm)
 

   Big Tikka - Authentic  
Indian Restaurant

458 Lake Road  |  0800 244 854
www.bigtikka.co.nz
Hours:  Mon to Sunday, 5pm - 9pm
Look on our website for Covid Level 
3 special menu. No cash payment 
accepted
 

  Bird on a Wire
40 Hurstmere Rd
order.birdonawire.co.nz - available for 
pickup or delivery
Hours:  Monday - Sunday: 10am-8pm
Check out our website and social media 
for the most up to date info about Bird 
during this time!
 

  Burger Bach
1-7 The Strand  |  09 963 6446
www.theburgerbach.co.nz - available for 
pickup or delivery
Hours:  11:30am to 8pm
 

  Burgerfuel Takapuna
22 Anzac St  |  09 489 4889
www.burgerfuel.com/nz 

Cactea
6 Hurstmere Rd  |  09 963 6249
https://www.facebook.com/
cacteanz-127200278678906/

  Clove Restaurant
17 Huron St  |  09 489 9911
www.cloveindiancuisine.co.nz
Hours: Mon - Sun 5pm-9pm

  DoDo Sushi & Donburi
448 Lake Road  |  09 488 7527
via UberEats and Regulr
Hours:  Monday to Friday (9am - 5pm)
We are following all health and safety 
measurements from the government 
agencies to ensure we provide your 
favourite meal safely.
 

  Flying Horse Takapuna
477 Lake Road  |  09 489 6305
www.flyinghorsetakapuna.co.nz/order
Hours: Monday to Friday 12pm - 9pm, 
Sunday 3.30pm to 9pm (will be revised 
at the end of the first week)
 

 Gong Cha Takapuna
3/88 Hurstmere Rd
gong-cha.appropo.io/register
Hours:  11am to 7pm
No cash/paywave. All orders prepaid 
through apps such as Gong cha app, 
ubereats, hungry panda, gogo and  
buy@home

 House of Chocolate
5/62-68 Hurstmere Rd
www.houseofchocolate.co.nz
Hours: 24/7 online
 

 Jam Organic Cafe
Shop 1, 33-45 Hurstmere Rd 
06 486 1600
Website TBC
Hours:  9am-1pm
 
Joe’s Eatery
99 Hurstmere Road, Takapuna
Joe’s Eatery has been inspired by the 
feeling of home and cherished moments 
of sharing a meal; the company, the 
conversation and of course the food! 
www.joeseatery.co.nz /  
www.facebook.com/joeseaterynz

  The Lab Eatery
132 Hurstmere Road, Takapuna
We are offering authentic Jordanian/
Lebanese food and open fire chargrilled 
meats.
We offer contactless pickup and Uber 
Eats deliveries
Phone: 09 4894496, Email: 
thelabtakapuna@gmail.com, 
Web: www.thelabeatery.co.nz

  Nanam
178 Hurstmere Rd  |  09 488 9976
nanam.co.nz
Hours: TBC

  Poke Poke Takapuna
Fortieth & Hurstmere,  
40 Hurstmere Rd  |  09 486 5399
Monday-Friday 11am-8pm,  
Saturday-Sunday 11am-4pm
Simply call us to arrange click and collect 
or delivery, or find and order with us on 
Eatlocalnz, Regulr or Ubereats app!

  Sal’s Pizza
1-7 The Strand, Takapuna
09 487 7257
https://www.sals.co.nz
Order via website or UberEats

   Sam’s Mediterranean 
Eatery and Food Store

86 Hurstmere Road, Takapuna
Authentic Mediterranean Cuisine
Please call 09 486 35 86 or be our guest 
at 86 Hurstmere Road, Takapuna. Web: 
www.sams86.co.nz
 

  Street Organics 
1 Byron Ave  |  09 216 5991
www.streetorganics.co.nz
Hours:  To be confirmed, starting with 
8am-6pm every day.
Thank you for your support, we miss you!
 

 Tank Juice
6 Hurstmere Rd & Shore City Shopping 
Centre
Pickup only - via Tank Juice app
https://www.tankjuice.co.nz/

  Taylors On Hurstmere
168 Hurstmere Road, Takapuna
Selection including: Soy, ginger and 
honey pork belly, Beetroot and feta 
arancini, Tequila chicken
Wed to Sun 5pm to 9pm.
Order www.taylorsonhurstmere.co.nz, 
Facebook, or call 489 9510

 Thai Takapuna
44 Hurstmere Rd  |  09 973 4259
Thaitakapuna.co.nz
Hours:  Tues-Thurs 11.30am-2.30pm & 
5.30pm-9pm. Fri 11.30am-2.30pm & 
5.30pm-9.30pm. Sat 5.30pm-9.30pm. 
Sun 12pm-3pm & 5.30pm-9pm.
Our valued customers will only be able to 
order online and pickup orders from the 
clearly designated area at the front of our 
restaurant.

Tok Tok
129 Hurstmere Rd | 09 489 3988
www.toktok.co.nz
 

  Wucha Takapuna
87 Hurstmere Rd  | 09 486 4666
wucha.co.nz
 

 Zomer Cafe
4 The Strand | 09 488 7594
zomer.co.nz - pickup only (delivery 
options may become available)
Hours: 7 days, 8am - 1pm.
We currently have coffee, sweet items 
and sandwiches available for contactless 
pickup - we are hoping to get some 
delivery options and meals available soon!

DELIVERY
AVAILABLE

PICK-UP
AVAILABLE

Your Essential
Level 3 Takapuna Restaurant
Pick-up and Delivery Guide
STICK ON YOUR FRIDGE FOR EASY ACCESS
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Out and About on the first day of Alert level 3

Making the most of a bit more freedom… Maddison, Darren and Sam Hayes

Ready to serve… Shannon Rogers and Tess Carey from Holy Shot Takapuna 
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Not ready to come
out of your bubble?
Order fresh roasted coffee online. 
Free delivery for orders 
over $20.

chiasso.co.nz

Photos: Kelley Watson 

Sunshine smilers… Jason, Jayden, Emelia and Ashton Still
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premium.co.nz |  F ine Homes |  F ine Apartments |  F ine Li festyles
PREMIUM REAL ESTATE LTD LICENSED REA 2008

VIEW | PLEASE CONTACT AGENT 
PRICE | $1.229M
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/9957

TAKAPUNA |  Sought After Prime Position | The Sentinel
Located on the 9th floor with a fabulous unobstructed 
view of Rangitoto, Waitemata Harbour and the Gulf, 
sits this sought after, primely positioned 80sqm 
apartment. 2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, open plan 
living, full kitchen and breakfast bar leading out to 
deck. 2 carparks plus storage. Vendors are moving 
out of Auckland allowing this great opportunity for you 
to secure in the fabulous apartment. 

ALISON PARKER 021 983 533 | 916 4381

VIEW | PLEASE CONTACT AGENT 
EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST | 15 MAY 2020    
AT 4 PM UNLESS SOLD PRIOR 
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/9938

Amazing waterfront playground on 4,040sqm. Stunning, 
tranquil views of the upper harbour waterway. Multiple 
living spaces, 5 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, office, home 
theatre room, purpose built garage for up to 12 cars, 
tennis court, gym, sauna and spa pool, which links to 
the pool. This is a magnificent opportunity.

GREENHITHE |  The Kingfisher Country Club

ALISON PARKER 021 983 533 | 916 4381
COREY KNAPP 021 241 0081 | 916 6000

VIEW | PLEASE CONTACT AGENT 
PRICE | BY NEGOTIATION
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/9941

Much admired over the years oozing with huge street 
appeal, this classic 1932 character Kauri weatherboard 
family home has been transformed into a perfect, quality 
modern dream property ready for you. Positioned 
perfectly in Takapuna close to Beach. Featuring an 
outdoor fireplace and heated pool.

TAKAPUNA |  Character Dream Bungalow

JELENA FREEMAN 021 65 65 63 | 916 6000
JIM MAYS 021 937 766 | 916 6000

VIEW | PLEASE CONTACT AGENT
PRICE | BY NEGOTIATION
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/9862

Absolutely rare 1,480 sqm beachfront landscaped site
with stunning, timeless yet contemporary masonry 493
sqm Simon Carnahan sleek architecturally designed 
home. Elevated and private offering exceptional 
luxurious lifestyle open plan living, 5 bedrooms, 4 
bathrooms, lift, 3 car garaging, workshop, boat storage 
and direct boat access onto the sand.

TAKAPUNA |  Luxurious Beachfront Home

JELENA FREEMAN 021 65 65 63 | 916 6000
JIM MAYS 021 937 766 | 916 6000

 


