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Axing of ‘shovel ready’ project sparks outrage
The sudden abandonment of an $8.3 mil-

lion project to prevent flooding in Milford 
town centre has baffled and angered locals. 

Auckland Council last week shelved the 
stormwater upgrade at the busy intersection 
of Shakespeare and Kitchener Rds, citing 
Covid-19 financial pressures.

With a projected $550 million reduction 

in cash operating revenue announced, the 
Milford project is one of hundreds put on 
hold by council management. Councillors 
are having to revise the annual budget, now 
due for adoption by the end of July, a month 
later than scheduled,  

North Shore coucillors Richard Hills and 
Chris Darby told The Observer tough deci-

sions were having to be made, including on 
community facilities and asset sales.  

The council announced in April that the 
Milford work was set to begin. Construction 
company HEB had pipes at the ready. Hopes 
of ending intermittent flooding of the area 

Oh baby! Lockdown labour of love

Sister act... Cam and Nicole Boyne with Oliver, aged 3, doting on Karlee, who was born at  
North Shore Hospital after a long, lonely labour during the Covid-19 lockdown. Story, p3.
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The former Takapuna Library 
building at 2 The Strand has been 
vacant since an earthquake notice 
was issued in March 2018. The 
1956 heritage-listed public building 
has now been unoccupied for 808 
days. At some point, its future will 
be determined by Auckland Council.

Grill your local candidates
2 The Strand: 

empty for 
808 days

113 x 60 
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New “wayfinding signage” will be provided 
in Milford and surrounding areas in a $60,000 
programme to improve awareness of walking 
routes.

It is hoped the programme will be rolled out 
into other areas of the Devonport-Takapuna 
Local Board in coming years.

 The Milford Business Association (MBA) 
approached the board with a proposal to install 
signage and wayfinding in the Milford town 
centre and surrounding areas to promote local 
parks, beaches and other amenities

The signage would inform people of the 
general direction of these amenities and the 
approximate walking time, a report to the board 
said last week.

The suburbs included in the work are: Sun-
nynook, Forrest Hill, Castor Bay, Crown Hill, 

Milford and Westlake.
The project provides the “opportunity to 

consider this activity across several suburbs in 
the northern part of the local board area, where 
there is a significant network of walkways 
which connect roads and parks to each other”, 
the report said.

While board members supported the project, 
board member Ruth Jackson wondered if the 
money was better spent on areas that possibly 
needed better signage.

Member Jan O’Connor questioned the need 
for the money to come out of board coffers, 
when an application to the New Zealand Trans-
port Agency for funding could be made.
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Oarsome costumes make waves at Beach Series finale 

In the pink… Jason Herriman was among entrants who got into the spirit of a retro-themed final night 
of the Beach Series summer races at Takapuna Beach last Tuesday. More pictures p12-14 

Preserving coastal track no walk in the park

To page 3 

The future of a hugely popular coastal 
track between Takapuna and Milford is set to 
be secured as Auckland Council negotiates 
with a property owner over purchasing his 
historic bach.

People have been walking through Paul 
Firth’s garden since 2011, when a wooden 
bridge was washed away in a storm.

At that time, the council found it had never 
been an official bridge and rebuilding would 

require a coastal consent, which required ap-
proval from all affected landowners.

Firth, now 74, withheld his consent because 
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Fears locals short-changed   
by new town square... p7

New Takapuna-Milford paper 
hits the streets... p2

‘Sacred’ pohutukawa trees  
turn into a menace... p4

You’ll never get lost in Milford again

Construction of the new civic space in 
Takapuna will began in early-to-mid 2021.

It has a $5 million budget, already 
approved, to be paid by Auckland Council 
development arm Panuku.

No development agreement has been 
signed for buildings surrounding the 
space, Panuku Priority Location Director 
Kate Cumberpatch told the Devonport-
Takapuna Local Board last week.

Negotiations had been in progress but 
were disrupted by the Covid-19 lockdown, 
she said.

Board member Jan O’Connor said it 
was strange that a “landscape plan” was 
developed before surrounding buildings 
were built.

Cumberpatch said a similar sequence of 

development had occurred at Westhaven 
and Wynyard St. 

It was always intended to prioritise 
construction of the civic space.

With the public space developed, 
the remainder of the 40 Anzac Ave 
site would continue to be available as 
tempororary public space and car parking, 
Cumberpatch said.

With the Hurstmere Rd redevelopment 
under way, board members asked about 
the Anzac St carpark status prior to civic-
space construction.Cumberpatch said 
the car park would remain open until 
construction began.

Additionally the Huron St carpark should 
open in August or September, she said.

$5 million for new town centre

around St Vincent de Paul Catholic Church 
were high.

“Surely this was a shovel-ready project,” 
Guy Armstrong, a driving force behind estu-
ary environmental group, Milford WEEPS, 
said.

The Milford Residents Association wants 
answers on what will happen now. “We’re 
just going to have to hope it’s on the top of 
the list, not 10 items down,” said co-chair 
Norma Bott. “When are they going to be 
able to afford it?”

Bott said the project manager was set to 
start work this week. “He was really disap-
pointed. He had his guys ready to go.”

Darby and Hills said they fought for the 
project to proceed, but despite procurement 
being underway, the final contract had not 
been signed so it was caught up in the across-
the-board works deferral. “It was meant to be 
signed on Friday,” said Darby.

Upgrades to Hurstmere Rd, Takapuna, had 
just beaten the moratorium. The councillors 
said because a good case had been made for 
the Milford work, they hoped it could be 
rescheduled.  

The installation of larger pipes beneath 
the roadway was meant to aid flow into the 
estuary and to sort issues of waterlogging 
around Shakespeare Rd and Fenwick Ave. A 
stormwater treatment device to improve the 
quality of discharge into Wairau Creek was 
part of the work, to finish by autumn 2021.

Bott said a pile of pipes due to be used later 
in the project had been sitting in the small 
park by the East Coast Rd bridge.

“It’s a great loss to Milford. It was going 
to fix up a [flooding] problem that’s been 
there for such a long time and it was hoped 
that it was going to alleviate a problem in the 
Wairau Estuary.” 

To page 6

Stormwater 
upgrade 
shelved

From page 1
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We’ll be there when you need us.

The care you deserve,  
at a price you can afford
We offer:
•  A New Zealand-owned company  

focused on caring for our community
•  Cremations from $2,100 and very competitively priced funerals
•  Eco-friendly options
•  Discounted funeral costs when you meet with us  

in advance to record your wishes
• Zero-fees pre-payment plan for added peace of mind

We’re available any time of the day or night,  
so simply call us on (09) 477-2433.

Hazel James 
Manager/Funeral Director

Ryan Berry 
Funeral Director

office@windsorfunerals.co.nz        windsorfunerals.co.nz

A month on from the harrowing birth of her 
“lockdown baby” at North Shore Hospital, 
Nicole Boyne is relishing at last being able 
to properly introduce Karlee to friends and 
wider family.

Even husband Cam got to see his daughter 
for barely an hour around her arrival on 24 
April. This was by emergency C-section after 
Nicole was forced to labour alone all day. After 
the birth, she was whisked off to a recovery 
ward, again without family support.

“I would not wish on anyone to have a baby 
like this during a pandemic,” she says. “I’m 
glad I was a second-time mum. If I was a first-
time mum then I would have been a mess.”  

Construction worker Cam dropped Bays- 
water born-and-bred Nicole (nee Czerniak) 
to the hospital at 7am. She was booked for an 
induction and he wasn’t able to accompany her 
to the ward under its Covid-19 alert level 4 safe-
ty rules. Nicole was nervous because the baby 
was large like her first child, Oliver, who had 
also required induction 3-and-a half years ago.

Her Hauraki-based midwife Denise Johnson 
settled her inside, before she was left in the 
hospital’s care.  “I had to go through early la-
bour and contraction without Cam. I was very 
anxious doing it on my own.”

Meanwhile, he was waiting to hear when he 
was allowed back for the actual birth. “He was a 
nervous wreck, just waiting for the phone call.”

After eight hours of unsuccessful labour, 
Nicole’s waters finally broke and Cam was 
contacted. But, as feared, the size and position-
ing of the baby meant a hoped-for natural birth 
wasn’t an option. 

Efforts to encourage the baby to shift for 
induction also failed, as did five epidurals, so a 
C-section became inevitable. Even that proved 
tricky, with three attempts needed for a spinal 
anaesthetic.

When Karlee was finally born at 6.30pm, 
she weighed nearly 4.5kg (9lb 8oz). Cam soon 
had to say goodbye, leaving Nicole without a 

support person. 
Having not eaten since early morn-

ing, she hoped for a meal, but only 
a few pieces of cold toast and a 
sandwich could be supplied. A water 
jug was out of reach of the immobile, 
exhausted and badly bruised new 
mother.

Plans to relocate to Birthcare 
Warkworth were slowed by discharge 
procedures the next morning. The 
recovery when she got there – away 
from the tense hospital full of Covid 
warning signs – was in a calm oasis. 

Cam wasn’t able to stay over, 
however, because of the need to care 
for Oliver and also Covid rules that 
he had to stay for the whole time or 
not at all,  so it was three more days 
before the family was truly reunited. 

Oliver was thrilled to finally meet 
his bonny little sister, who had been 
referred to as Squirt throughout the 
pregnancy. Her actual name is a 
hybrid of those of her grandmothers: 
Nicole’s mother Karen, who moved 
into the family bubble to help out, and 
Cam’s mother Lee, who travelled up 
from Taupo to meet Karlee as soon 
as she was able. “Thank goodness 
for Facetime and video calling,” says Nicole.

She accepts that Covid-19 imposed tough 
conditions on health care authorities, but like 
her midwife she is disturbed that ongoing 
support for mothers seems lacking. Plunket 
services have been reduced. The Takapuna 
clinic is still closed, even under alert level 2.  

Without the “amazing” extra support of her 
midwife, she says she would have been lost.

The Boynes are looking ahead now, planning 
for the day they can move their children nearer 
the beaches from their home in West Harbour to 
enjoy a sunny childhood like Nicole’s. 

“I’m definitely a Shore girl,” she says. 

Nicole still drives to her long-time family 
doctor in Devonport. 

She’s keen to share her lockdown stories with 
local friends, many of whom she has known 
since Bayswater Primary, TNIS and Westlake 
Girls High School days.

“At the end of the day I’ve got a beautiful 
baby who’s growing well and she’s very chill, 
considering what we’ve been through,” Nicole 
says.

● North Shore Hospital recorded 488 babies 
born during Covid-19 alert levels 3 and 4. 

Level 2 rules allow one support person dur-
ing labour and birth. A second person may visit 
after the birth, but not both at the same time. 

Shore girls... Nicole Boyne and baby Karlee

Covid-19 rules add drama to lockdown birth
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LUXURY MEETS LOCATION

OMANANORTH.CO.NZ

Sophisticated apartment living in the heart of Milford

Your dream home is about to become a reality. These modern luxurious apartments 
offer sensational views of Rangitoto and the Hauraki Gulf, with modern shopping, 

Milford Village and Milford Beach all right on your doorstep.

Choose from two-bedroom or three-bedroom apartments, that bring together architectural 
refinement, generous proportions and comfortable, relaxed living.

Construction is well underway, so do not delay.

Enquire today to make your Omana North dream a reality.

Licensed under the REAA 2008

Joan Barton  021 273 9930
Joan.barton@bayleys.co.nz
BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, TAKAPUNA

Michael Su  021 431 988
Michael.su@bayleys.co.nz
BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, TAKAPUNA
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Wet wipes

Faith Goodwin    & Grant Speedy
Sales & Marketing Consultants

M 022 522 8868 | 027 4511 800
faith.goodwin@harcourts.co.nz | 
gramt.speedy@harcourts.co.nz 
www.cooperandco.co.nz

Cooper & Co Real Estate Ltd
Licensed Agent REAA 2008
128 Hurstmere Road, Takapuna 0622 
PO Box 33015, 0740

Cooper & Co
Team Speedy & Goodwin
No-obligation, free instant on-site market appraisals. With decades of local knowledge and experience let us discuss 
with you the different methods of sale that will achieve the optimum price for your property. With many top awards 
received over the years, Grant now works with Faith who has also achieved the Rising Star award and speaks fluent 
English/Mandarin – you are assured of being in good hands. Ask about our new listings coming up and we have a 
very special offer for June and July.

Here It Is At Last
This delightful low maintenance brick and 
timber home with 3 bedrooms plus study 
is sure to be in high demand. You will love 
the open plan living which also flows out to 
private, sheltered entertaining areas and sunny 
landscaped garden. A double garage and  
off-street parking, close to all the  schools, cafe. 
This is a home you will surely love.

Always Sought, Seldom Found
2-bedroom unit just right across from golden 
sands of Cheltenham beach. Beautifully 
renovated with new paint, carpet, light, 
bright and sunny. You will love the indoor 
and outdoor living with the covered patio 
overlooking the front garden. Unique access 
with no steps. Covered carpark plus generous 
locker. You can live the perfect lifestyle here, 
with cafes, shops and school all so close.

For Sale
By Negotiation 
View by appointment
www.harcourts.co.nz/TK35794
Grant Speedy
M 027 4511 800  P 09 486 9217
Faith Goodwin 
M 022 522 8868  P 09 486 9224
Cooper & Co Real Estate Ltd
Licensed Agent REAA 2008

For Sale
By Negotiation 
View by appointment
www.harcourts.co.nz/TK35577
Grant Speedy
M 027 4511 800  P 09 486 9217
Faith Goodwin 
M 022 522 8868  P 09 486 9224
Cooper & Co Real Estate Ltd
Licensed Agent REAA 2008

For Sale
By Negotiation 
View by appointment
www.harcourts.co.nz/TK35679
Grant Speedy
M 027 4511 800  P 09 486 9217
Faith Goodwin 
M 022 522 8868  P 09 486 9224
Cooper & Co Real Estate Ltd
Licensed Agent REAA 2008

For Sale
By Negotiation 
View by appointment
www.harcourts.co.nz/TK35639
Grant Speedy
M 027 4511 800  P 09 486 9217
Faith Goodwin 
M 022 522 8868  P 09 486 9224
Cooper & Co Real Estate Ltd
Licensed Agent REAA 2008

Resort Style Living in Devonport
Outstanding home with option of income, it is 
rare to find such a well-presented, substantial, 
family home, with so many options, and 
so many features that you won’t believe 
it’s in Devonport! Try this for size: 6 double 
bedrooms, 5 bathrooms, 4 living areas, new 
heated concrete saltwatrer pool, double garage 
plus self-contained one bedroom sleep out. 

Gorgeous Harbour Views
This magnificent waterfront property of two 
leves is nestled on approximately 1239m2 
level grounds and located in absolute prime 
location on Bayswater Point. Be prepared to 
be impressed from the moment you step in 
the front entrance. The stunning views are 
everywhere as you walk through the multiple 
living areas, a large designer kitchen with open 
plan dining area.
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From page 2

Critic says Panuku plan should change 
due to Covid-19 effects 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board 
19 May 2020   
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3 New civic space: what’s in the design

Flow-through... How the new square relates to other spaces in central 
Takapuna

What’s next? 

Anzac memorial 
incorporated in 

new design

The designs will go out for public 
consultation in June and July. Detailed 
work will then take place, and resource 
consents lodged. Work is expected to 
start next year. 

Panuku needs to alter its plans for 40 Anzac 
St to take into account the Covid-19 economic 
downturn, says a community activist.

“On the future of 40 Anzac St, it seems 
Panuku’s plans have not materially altered to 
reflect a profound shift in our community’s 
situation,” Iain Rea, of the Takapuna Residents 
Assocation, said. 

Rea said the Hurstmere Rd upgrade would 
not be sufficient to return economic health to 
Takapuna. “I suggest 40 Anzac St can be key to 
underpinning the economic health of the Hurst-
mere precinct businesses and the community,” 
he told the Devonport-Takapuna Local Board’s 
public forum last week. 

Panuku acknowledged that “the Sunday 
market is a key part of Takapuna,” Rea said. 

“Given that the market is so key, I suggest 
that any immediate planning for 40 Anazac St 
should put the Sunday market at the heart of 
the development.” 

It brought entrepreneurial activity and a 
visitor experience to the heart of Takapuna. It 
was also part of the precinct’s heritage. 

“The DTLB should advocate for the return 
of the Sunday market to 40 Anzac St as soon 
as possible and that some seven-day market 
activity should be encouraged on a portion 
of the site  – perhaps towards Madam Woo 
restaurant,” Rea said.

The Takapuna war memorial on the 
forecourt of the former North Shore City 
Council buildings in The Strand will be 
moved to the new town square as part 
of the development, Panuku told the 
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board last 
week.   

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board 
member Trish Deans said she was 
pleased the memorial would be in a public 
space, rather than in front of a privately 
owned building.

The Takapuna Market will be effectively 
halved in the new civic-square design signed 
off by the Devonport-Takapuna Local Board 
last week.

The current market has approximately 
250 stalls, while the new one will have 123, 
a report to the board said. However, the new 
space will be configured with “less reliance 
on support vehicles, to improve the character 
and maximise the number of stalls. It is also 
proposed that the market integrates more 
with the town centre by extending along 
lanes and the service road.”

Stalls will also go into Hurstmere Rd, with 
the aim of making the market more inclusive 
of wider Takapuna businesses.

Designers are confident the space will 
be able to accomodate “medium-sized 
occasional civic events and smaller regular 
community events”.

The space will include art, trees and a 
water feature to soften the square. 

Panuku and designers Isthmus confirmed 
the aim was to have outdoor dining along the 
sunny southern edge of the square. Buildings 
on the fringe would be stepped back, so as 
not to dominate and to reduce shading.

Takapuna Beach Business Association 
chief executive Terence Harpur said the 
layout of the new square was world-class.

“I believe this plan will enhance and im-
prove Takapuna into the metropolitan town 
centre it needs to be,” Harpur told the board’s 
public forum last week. “Lots of spaces” 
were included in the design, he said.

Panuku’s Kate Cumberpatch said de-
signers had incorporated feedback from the 
board, including requests for more green 
space. Toilets were now placed near the bus 
stop, and a water feature was located in the 
sunlight.  

The height of buildings near the square 
would be restricted, Cumberpatch said.  Most 
would be a maximum of 20m high.

Board chair Aidan Bennett supported 
the new design and the fact it retained the 
Sunday market – a “much-loved” part of 
Takapuna. 

Member Toni van Tonder said it was an 
excellent design which created an “inter-
esting, dynamic town centre”.  She wanted 
further detail on lighting to help foster a 
“night economy”.

Member Ruth Jackson was concerned 
that some recreation uses talked about in 
previous meetings – such as table tennis 
table, a skatepark or basketball hoop – had 
been left out of the final design.

Jackson, Trish Deans, and Jan O’Connor 
voted against the design progressing, while 
Bennett, van Tonder and George Wood vot-

ed for the design. Bennett used his casting 
vote to get it through.

The design of the town square is by 
Isthmus Group in partnership with mana 
whenua-appointed representatives, Angell 
and Vern Rosier.

The design references the underground 
springs flowing from Lake Pupuke to Taka-
puna Beach and builds upon the meaning of 
Takapuna: taka – to collect, gather, assem-
ble; and puna – spring, water, life. Each 
entrance acts as a wānanga or gallery and 
references water – the Waitematā Harbour, 
Lake Pupuke or Hauraki Gulf.
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Devonport-Takapuna Local Board 
19 May 2020   
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3 Takapuna chic – 
how the town centre could look

Space programme... an impression of how a completed Takapuna town centre could look following 
development. The plan below identifies the location of elements and buildings likely to be 
incorporated.

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board 
19 May 2020   
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Devonport-Takapuna Local Board 
19 May 2020   
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B E T T E R  T O G E T H E R

TAKAPUNA 09 486 0995  I   20 HURSTMERE ROAD, TAKAPUNA  I   TAKAPUNA@HOT.CO.NZ 
MILFORD 09 486 2549  I   172 KITCHENER ROAD, MILFORD  I   MILFORD@HOT.CO.NZ

WE ARE OPEN
and available 
for bookings  
and enquiries

THINK LOCAL
SHOP LOCAL

Milford Shopping Centre’s shop-local 
campaign will also help feed needy fam-
ilies.

When a customer spends $50 or more 
at Milford Centre, it will donate one meal 
to the North Shore branch of Bellyful, a 
charity which cooks and delivers meals to 
families who have a new baby or young 
children, and where someone in the family 
is dealing with serious illness.

The campaign starts on 8 June   and runs 
for two weeks, during which the centre 
hopes to donate 1000 meals.

Milford Centre marketing coordinator 
Kate Carey said: “These meals are not just a 

Shopping local will benefit needy
form of financial support, but also emotion-
al and social support – it’s someone coming 
to your door with a nutritious, ready-to-eat 
meal, a smile and a bit of conversation.”

Volunteers get together for a “cookathon” 
once per month and freeze the meals, then 
deliver them to families as needed. Bellyful 
receives referrals from health professionals 
and social workers, friends and families 
themselves.

“As with most charities during Covid-19, 
Bellyful’s ability to fundraise was severely 
limited and so they need donations now 
more than ever, and have more families in 
need than ever,” Carey said.

“ Carefully 
loving your  
little angel  
as they learn  
and grow”

0-6
years

open: 7am
close: 6.00pm Takapuna

OPEN DAY, 10am-2pm 
10, 11 & 12 October

Watercare  has knocked back approaches 
from the Devonport-Takapuna Local Board 
to meet to discuss water-saving measures.

board deputy chair George Wood told 
the board at its meeting last week he was 
disappionted that  Watercare did not seem to 
“value meeting with us.” Wood entered local 
body politics in 1998, and became North 
Shore City mayor on platform advocating 
clean beaches and waterways platform.

North Shore City introduced many innova-
tive programmes, he said. One was the use of 
treated wastewater from the Albany sewage 
treatment plant to irrigate sports fields. Wood 
was keen to see this considered by Watercare.

“Its virtually clean water... wastewater 
treated to a high standard,” he said.

With Auckland’s population growing from 
1.1 million in 2003 to 1.6 million today, not 
enough infrastructure planning – including 
water provision – had occurred to take in the 
increase, Wood said.

The board would approach Watercare 
again for a meeting.

Wood said he hoped a good relationship 
would develop along the lines of the one the 
board had fostered with the Tūpuna Maunga 
Authority.

Watercare snubs 
local board 
approach

Lake Road Barbers
450 Lake Rd, Takapuna

PH 486 2260
“Experienced Barbers in all types 

of cuts - new and old styles”
Pensioner Discounts available

NOW OPEN 
7 DAYS A WEEK

OPEN HOURS:
 Mon 8:30am - 5:00pm
 Tue 8:30am - 5:00pm
 Wed 8:30am - 5:00pm
 Thu 8:30am - 5:00pm
 Fri 8:30am - 5:00pm
 Sat 8:30am - 3:00pm
 Sun 9:00am - 2:30pm

Established 1996



May 29, 2020 The RangiToTo obseRveR  Page 9 Letters

am pm3 6 9 3 6 9noon
Jun 4Thu

am pm3 6 9 3 6 9noon
Jun 3Wed

am pm3 6 9 3 6 9noon
Jun 2Tue

am pm3 6 9 3 6 9noon
Jun 1Mon

am pm3 6 9 3 6 9noon
May 31Sun

am pm3 6 9 3 6 9noon
May 30Sat

am pm3 6 9 3 6 9noon
May 29Frim

0
1
2
3
4

H
L

12:15pm
 5:55am  6:11pm

H
L

12:42am  1:09pm
 6:50am  7:08pm

H
L

 1:38am  2:08pm
 7:48am  8:10pm

H
L

 2:37am  3:11pm
 8:47am  9:14pm

H
L

 3:36am  4:14pm
 9:47am 10:15pm

H
L

 4:34am  5:15pm
10:45am 11:13pm

H
L

 5:31am  6:12pm
11:42am

am pm3 6 9 3 6 9noon
Jun 11Thu

am pm3 6 9 3 6 9noon
Jun 10Wed

am pm3 6 9 3 6 9noon
Jun 9Tue

am pm3 6 9 3 6 9noon
Jun 8Mon

am pm3 6 9 3 6 9noon
Jun 7Sun

am pm3 6 9 3 6 9noon
Jun 6Sat

am pm3 6 9 3 6 9noon
Jun 5Frim

0
1
2
3
4

H
L

 6:27am  7:07pm
12:08am 12:36pm

H
L

 7:22am  7:58pm
 1:02am  1:28pm

H
L

 8:15am  8:48pm
 1:53am  2:18pm

H
L

 9:07am  9:37pm
 2:44am  3:07pm

H
L

 9:57am 10:25pm
 3:35am  3:54pm

H
L

10:46am 11:14pm
 4:25am  4:40pm

H
L

11:33am
 5:16am  5:28pm

Milford / Takapuna Tides
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During this Covid-19 lockdown, Aotearoa 
is being given a much-needed breathing 
space. We have seen the benefits globally of 
the drop in pollution levels. Satellite image-
ry shows that air pollution levels worldwide 
have dramatically reduced; Venice water-
ways are looking impossibly clean, and in 
Delhi the harmful gas nitrogen dioxide fell 
by more than 70 per cent. 

The cleaner pandemic skies do show how 
fast pollution reduces when we reduce our 
burning of fossil fuels, and there is increas-
ing evidence that the Earth’s protective 
ozone level is recovering.

It is not just the closure of industries that 
are having a positive environmental im-
pact; fewer people are driving cars, flying, 
venturing on cruise-ship holidays and using 
electricity at workplaces.

Unsurprisingly, dirty air makes Covid-19 
more lethal, due to increasing the risk of 
acute respiratory distress syndrome. These 
less polluted pandemic skies should also re-
duce other pressures on hospitals struggling 
with Covid-19. Studies show that short-term 
changes in air quality have an immediate 
impact on heart attacks, stroke and ED visits. 
All increase when pollution spikes.

So, what are the lessons for the kind of 
world we want to build post-pandemic? 
Many communities have taken big steps to 
protect each other from this health crisis and 
the speed and extent of this response gives 
some hope that rapid action could also be 
taken on environmental issues.

All these changes we are making at the 
moment are having a significant impact 

on the ocean. Ocean pollution levels have 
dropped since the lockdown. Being in, on 
or near the ocean is beneficial for our health 
and wellbeing. It has been no surprise that 
the most frequent lockdown level 4 com-
plaint in Auckland was the prohibition on 
driving to one’s local beach.

Milford WEEPS (Wairau Estuary En-
vironment Preservation Society) has been 
campaigning for over six months to have 
Wairau Estuary and Milford Beach cleaned 
up of toxins and human waste. More than 
300 attendees at a public meeting in Febru-
ary and over 2300 signatories to the WEEPS 
petition call for water quality improvements 
reflects the desire of the locals. 

Covid-19 has brought environmental 
issues to the forefront of community dis-
cussions and it is time for the politicians 
to listen and act. This will require major 
capital investment in stormwater and sewage 
reticulation. 

Only last month the Ministry for the 
Environment and Stats NZ published a 
report (Our Freshwater 2020) highlighting 
worsening river and lake pollution and the 
threats that our native freshwater species 
and ecosystems are under. 

The central government financial stimulus 
package for Covid-19 is a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity. It offers a unique chance to 
fund vital public health and environmental 
projects that have failed to attract adequate 
funding for generations. It is important that 
those projects not deemed “spade ready” are 
not shovelled under the carpet.
Ruth Newcombe 

The flipside of Covid-19 

Three Takapuna restaurants have gone out 
of businesses during the lockdown. 

Mexicali, Burger Wisconsin Takapuna and 
Ha! Poke Takapuna are all in liquidation.

Directors of Tacopuna Ltd said the res-
taurants were in trouble for some time with 
“no foreseeable improvement in future trade 
in Takapuna, particularly after Covid-19 
lockdown.”

Other reasons included: “Continuing de-
terioration of sales on an annual basis since 
opening – driven by a marked increase in lo-
cal restaurant competition over this period in 
the area, cannibalising restaurant trade with 
a static working/residential population,” 
director Devon New said in a liquidators 
report dated 14  May.

UberEats proportion of sales, which 
significantly eroded margins, was seen as 
factor in the closure, as well as high rent and 
increasing costs.

Unsecured creditors amounted to 
$452,000.

Reach your Takapuna 
& Milford customers 

cost-effectively 
Contact the Rangitoto Observer  

for our rates  
sales@rangtitoto-observer.co.nz 

Resturant closures 
only partly due to 

Covid-19 
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We’re here to help!
Your local Travel Professionals at helloworld Travel Milford 

are currently working from home.
We have the technology to help you plan your dream post-covid holiday.   

With many people having postponed their 2020 travels we expect a higher than usual 
demand on 2021 tours, cruises and accommodation, so plan early and use our expertise.

Takapuna needs the support of its local 
shoppers more than ever right now. 

Fresh out of lockdown, stores desperate 
to make up for missed business have faced 
Hurstmere Rd being turned into a one-way 
construction zone.

The project is updating ageing infrastruc-
ture and creating a more pedestrian-friendly, 
landscaped zone as part of the centre’s wider 
regeneration. But until it is finished, tough 
times have only got tougher.

The Takapuna Beach Business Associa-
tion wants to get the message out that despite 
the disruptions the road is definitely open 
for business. 

“The street is all open,” said chief ex-
ecutive Terence Harpur. “There is always 
going to be access to all the shops, there is 
low fencing, seating and amenities around 
for shoppers as well as plenty of nearby car 
parks. It’s business as usual – just with a 
little digger in the middle of the road now.”

Initial post-lockdown support from locals 
had been great, he said, but this needed 
to continue. “This time is very hard for 
the Takapuna businesses, the majority of 
which are locally owned and operated. It is 
immensely important for our community to 
support businesses over the next few months. 

“Most retailers, hospitality and personal 

services had little to no income for eight 
weeks, while still incurring the vast majority 
of costs. We may lose some of them if they 
don’t get the support of the local community. 
I urge everyone to shop local!”

To help with this the association is launch-
ing a “Support Takapuna and Win” promo-
tion, whereby anyone spending $20 can enter 
to win one of two $5000 spending sprees. 

Find the details at www.ilovetakapuna.
co.nz/what-s-hot/shop-in-takapuna-win-a-
shopping-spree/

Overcoming the orange cones – Takapuna toughs it out

Carpark art  
progresses

Draft designs of work by two Maori artists 
to decorate the new Takapuna car park on 
the old Gasometer site will soon be shown 
to mana whenua. 

Graham Tipene from Te Wheke Moko 
and Tessa Harris from Taonga Toi Ltd were 
selected from a group of candidates for the 
commission from Panuku, the Auckland 
Council-controlled organisation steering the 
development. 

A Panuku spokeswoman said that after a 
consultative hui in mid-June, it was expected 
their pieces – which had a cultural context 
relevant to Takapuna – would be prepared 
for display on the internal lift lobby walls 
of the building.

Authorised Simon Watts, 107 Gt South Road, Greenlane, Auckland

E: simon.watts@national.org.nz
W: simonwatts.national.org.nz
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We guarantee 
our Workmanship

Backed by over 35 years’ experience 
of quality preparation and painting

ph ross kingdom 
021 723 413

registered 
professional painters Phone COLIN on 480 5864

RECOVER YOUR
LOUNGE SUITE

Call us for a free quotation and put the life
back into that favourite chair or lounge suite

AWARD FURNITURE

North Shore based renovations, 
new builds, design & project  

management since 1985.

Trustworthy licensed builders specialising  
in residential alterations/extensions, 

kitchens, bathrooms, tiling, re-cladding.

Contact Alex Carey on  
0274 660 666, or visit our website 

www.efd.kiwi

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM:  
96 Hillside Rd, Glenfield, Auckland   
Hours: 8 - 5 weekdays

Call our designers to bring your 
ideas to life. Free consultation. 
10 year workmanship guarantee.

Phone 09 443 4461

www.neodesign.co.nz

kitchens
DESIGN   MANUFACTURE   INSTALL

Independent advice for  
New Zealand women.

Investments, budgeting, KiwiSaver, 
goal setting and financial plans.

Based in Hurstmere Rd, Takapuna. 
www.francefinancialplanning.co.nz

FENCE
BROTHERS

www.fencebros.co.nz

• FENCES
• PERGOLAS
•  DECKS

•  REtAiNiNG 
WALLS

•  PROPERtY MAiNtENANCE

CONtACt GREG 
FOR A FREE QUOtE

0800 336 232

“YOUR LOCAL ROOFER”

0800 7663 92
• RE-ROOFS
• NEW ROOFS
• LEAKS
• SPOUTING
www.relayroofing.co.nz

Support 
your  

paper for 
the price 
of a cup 

of coffee. 

Go to
devonportflagstaff.co.nz 

and click on  
‘Become a supporter’  
at the top of the page.

RENE GARDENING

SMALL & MEDIUM TREES
HEDGES & SHRUBS
PRUNING – TRIMMING
GARDEN TIDY UPS 
& MAINTENANCE

We look after your  
garden with care  
and passion. 

facebook.com/ReneGardening

         @renegardening

info@renegardening.co.nz
Rene: 021 134 5604

ACCOMMODATION
39 King Edward Parade. Waterfront apart-
ment in earthquake strengthened building. 
12 mins to ferry. 1 double bedroom. Full 
refit. Polished timber floors 0272 646 626 or 
leesmargaret3@gmail.com or see TradeMe.

SERVICES OFFERED
A1 Handyman. Excellent work, budget. No 
job too big or small. Josh: 021 261 8322.
Pest Control Service, Ants, Mice, Rats, 
Cockroaches, Fleas, Bedbugs and Wasps. 
Ph Nick on 021 446 152.

CLASSIFIEDS
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Lake Pupuke event returns Popular car event 
revs up again 

Milford’s Christmas festivities are set to 
start early this year, with the return of the 
Christmas by the Lake concert. 

The free concert at Sylvan Park in late No-
vember will feature the Auckland Symphony 
Orchestra and a choir of 300 children drawn 
from local schools.

For four years from 2015, Christmas by the 
Lake was a popular event, but it failed to win 
enough funding to be held in 2019. 

Event management company Seven Events 
Ltd has persuaded the Devonport-Takapuna 
Local Board to contribute $15,000 this year, 
so the event can be the “kick-off” to Christ-
mas celebrations for 2020. 

With backing from Milford Business 
Association, the plan is to draw together 
the community in a pretty green space and 
attract interest in the Milford town centre 
and its businesses.

Takapuna will shake, rattle and roll with a 
classic car show again this Labour Weekend.

The Takapuna Rocks event, which doubles 
as a community fundraiser, attracted more 
than 200 entries and between 3000 to 4000 
visitors when it was staged for the first time 
last October. 

An even bigger turnout is predicted this 
year, as word spreads in the classic car 
community. It is hoped up to 300 cars will 
be on display in The Strand overlooking the 
beach, alongside family fun-day activities. 

Food trucks, live rock’n’roll music and 
dancing, a pin-up competition and vintage 
markets will be part of the set-up.

The Devonport-Takapuna Local Board 
backed the event at its latest meeting with 
a $4000 grant. It was told proceeds from 
show registrations and a collection by Rotary 
would go to local charities Yes Disability 
Resource Centre, Shore Junction and Make-
A-Wish NZ. Organisers hoped the total of 
$3600 donated last year would be surpassed 
as the event grew.

Takapuna Beach Business Association 
head Terence Harpur welcomed the event’s 
return, saying: “This is a fantastic event 
drawing in thousands of car enthusiasts from 
around New Zealand. 2020 is going to be 
even bigger and better.” 

As a sponsor, the association would work 
with the organisers to enhance the experience 
and involve local retailers in festivities.

Burger King  
off the menu

Burger King Takapuna won’t reopen, after 
receivers for the troubled chain said the store 
was one of five nationally being closed for 
under-performance. Efforts continue to sell 
the other stores which are still trading.

The Covid-19 crisis was cited for pushing 
the fast-food business under. Stationery 
chain Kikki K is also closing its New Zea-
land stores, including one at Shore City.

Another store exiting Takapuna after 
35 years is Trade Aid. The supplier of fair 
trade goods had signalled plans to quit its 
quiet Hurstmere Rd store before lockdown. 
Businesses along the road face challenging 
months ahead, with street improvement 
works under way.

Don’t dump  
dirty old tat

Op-shops and hospice stores 
are pleading with people who spent 
lockdown sorting out their household 
goods and clothing not to dump 
everything on their doorsteps. 

While good, saleable, clean 
items are welcome, an influx is 
unmanageable. 

Dirty clothing cannot be dealt with 
and if mixed with quality items, the 
risk is all may have to be dumped. 

Ask about furniture pick-ups or 
consider taking bulk lots to bigger 
depots, rather than to small local 
community shops. Hold back out-of- 
season items for now. 

Live, Love
Shop Local

Support Takapuna/Milford 
businesses when they reopen,  
to keep our community alive.
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The Whale Tail Art Trail proposed to 
include Takapuna next year has failed in a 
bid to win funding support from the Devon-
port-Takapuna Local Board. 

The public sculpture trail is an interna-
tional charity initiative for World Wildlife 
Fund, with a planned 70 whale tails to be 
set up across Auckland for three months 
from February. 

The Takapuna Beach Business Associa-
tion wanted one in the town centre, believing 
the event would be a drawcard and empha-
sise the area’s connection to the sea.

“It is disappointing that the local board did 
not want to support a family arts sculpture 
event for our area,” said association chief ex-
ecutive Terence Harpur, who had requested 
$15,000 for the event. 

He pointed to the Big Hoot, a trail of large 
painted owls set up in Auckland previously, 
as having attracted more than 280,000 vis-

itors across the city, engaged 9000 school 
children in arts learning and generated an 
estimated $14 million in spending.

Whales given the flick by local board

Free mortgage advice.  
Costs nothing, saves plenty.

Contact Richard Trounson on 027 580 1004 or  
richard.trounson@mortgagesupply.co.nz or contact Mike Simpson  
on 021 283 8040 or mike.simpson@mortgagesupply.co.nz

Free mortgage advice.
Costs nothing, 
saves plenty.

Contact Mike Simpson on 021 283 8040 or  
mike.simpson@mortgagesupply.co.nz or
contact Richard Trounson on 027 580 1004 or 
richard.trounson@mortgagesupply.co.nz

Credit is tightening
A few months ago, we urged people with financing needs to act fast 

and not delay. This has proven to be correct as we are seeing a creeping 
tightening of credit conditions as lenders become nervous about the 
impact of the slowdown. Particularly for self-employed people, who 
have experienced a reduction in income, as the servicing issue is going 
to be a major constraint on available finance. We urge prospective 
borrowers to speak to us first as there are a variety of lenders out there 
with different criteria.

A few things could help borrowers, such as allowing KiwiSaver to be 
used for a first investment property to help young people living at home 
access the property market without actually living at the property. Also, 
allowing foreign superannuation funds to be eligible for KiwiSaver 
withdrawal once the funds are transferred to a New Zealand fund.

And hopefully the government rescue package can extend to helping 
developers continue to open up land and housing when other sources 
of funding dry up, as well as helping fund the interest component of 
mortgages that may fall into default through the actions of government 
policy to shut down the economy.

We are here to help and advise for free on property finance.

100% Local, 
100% Back to Work

I’m Teresa Burns, your local hearing expert. 
My clinic is open again and I can’t wait to 
help you love your hearing.

love your hearing

Proudly 100% Kiwi owned and operated

Call 09 475 9849
teresa@teresaburnshearing.co.nz

Free
 Charger
With your pair of

 new hearing
aidsDoctor of Audiology, MNZAS

Companion Driving 
Franchise for Sale
Devonport / Northcote

Community Lifestyle Opportunity
If you enjoy driving, are kind,  

caring with excellent communication 
skills this could be for you. 

Would suit confident, outgoing person 
who loves building relationships.  

Great work from home opportunity  
for a motivated person wanting to take 

control of their own future.
Call 0800 333 499 for a chat or email 

franchises@freedomdrivers.co.nz

Takpuna’s public swimming pool remains 
closed under alert level 2, with no definate 
sign of when it will reopen. 

Letters to the Editor 
Topics should be local.  

Noms-de-plume or submissions 
without a name will not be printed.  

Email news@rangitoto-observer.co.nz  
or post to Rangitoto Observer,  
PO Box 32 275, Devonport. 

Takapuna Pool closed 
under level 2
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48 Victoria Road | (09) 446 0100 | info@thevic.co.nz

SPECIALS
CHEAP TUESDAY 
$10 Adult / $8 Child
*EXCEPT PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

MADE ON SITE

AVAILABLE HERE NOW

VENUE HIRE
FrEE vEnUE HIrE*

Birthday parties, Private 
functions, Catering optional

*minimum spend applies
NEW MOVIES THIS WEEK RELEASE
Master Cheng (PG) 113 min   28 MAY
Monos (r13) 103 min   28 MAY

CONTINUING 
The Way Back (M) 108 min     Just Mercy (M) 138 min
Queen & Slim (r13) 133 min     The Lighthouse (r16) 110 min
Honeyland (M) 86 min     Emma (PG) 125 min
Spies in Disguise (PG) 102 min Sonic the Hedgehog (PG) 99 min
Portrait of a Lady on Fire (M) 122 min     
A Shaun the Sheep Movie: Farmageddon (G) 87 min  

COMING SOON RELEASE
The Trip to Greece (M) 110 min  6&7 JUnE

Welcome Back! The Vic Devonport team is excited to reopen our 
wonderful theatre once again and to present the best of films  
available to us under level 2 restrictions. We look forward to welcoming 
you for a quality experience at our vintage cinema once again. 

Find us at
shorejobs.co.nz

Shore Jobs is the new site for all your job needs on the North Shore. 
We might be new, but all the jobs that are currently available are here.  

We have employers from North Head to North Albany and everywhere in between!  
Looking for a new opportunity? Need to advertise a position?  

Look no further – ShoreJobs for all your job needs.

The sure choice for all Shore jobs!
shorejobs
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Shore Jobs is the new site for all your job needs on the North Shore. 
We might be new, but all the jobs that are currently available are here.  

We have employers from North Head to North Albany and everywhere in between!  
Looking for a new opportunity? Need to advertise a position?  

Look no further – ShoreJobs for all your job needs.

The sure choice for all Shore jobs!
shorejobs
Shore Jobs is the new site  
or all your job needs on  
the North Shore.
We might be new, but all the jobs 
that are currently available are 
here. We have employers from 
North Head to North Albany and 
everywhere in between. Looking 
for a new opportunity? 
Need to advertise  
a position? 
Look no further –  
ShoreJobs for all your job needs. 



The RangiToTo obseRveR  Page 16 May 29, 2020

premium.co.nz |  F ine Homes |  F ine Apartments |  F ine Li festyles
PREMIUM REAL ESTATE LTD LICENSED REA 2008

VIEW | PLEASE CONTACT AGENT 
PRICE | BY NEGOTIATION
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/9941

Much admired over the years oozing with huge street 
appeal, this classic 1932 character Kauri weatherboard 
family home has been transformed into a perfect, quality 
modern dream property ready for you. Positioned 
perfectly in Takapuna close to Beach. Featuring an 
outdoor fireplace and heated pool.

TAKAPUNA |  Character Dream Bungalow

JELENA FREEMAN 021 65 65 63 | 916 6000
JIM MAYS 021 937 766 | 916 6000

VIEW | PLEASE CONTACT AGENT
PRICE | BY NEGOTIATION
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/9862

Absolutely rare 1,480 sqm beachfront landscaped site
with stunning, timeless yet contemporary masonry 493
sqm Simon Carnahan sleek architecturally designed 
home. Elevated and private offering exceptional 
luxurious lifestyle open plan living, 5 bedrooms, 4 
bathrooms, lift, 3 car garaging, workshop, boat storage 
and direct boat access onto the sand.

TAKAPUNA |  Luxurious Beachfront Home

JELENA FREEMAN 021 65 65 63 | 916 6000
JIM MAYS 021 937 766 | 916 6000

VIEW | PLEASE CONTACT AGENTS 
PRICE | $5.95M
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/9938

Amazing waterfront playground on 4,040sqm. Stunning, 
tranquil views of the upper harbour waterway. Multiple 
living spaces, 5 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, office, home 
theatre room, purpose built garage for up to 12 cars, 
tennis court, gym, sauna and spa pool, which links to 
the pool. This is a magnificent opportunity.

GREENHITHE |  Private Waterfront Sanctuary in Greenhithe Village

ALISON PARKER 021 983 533 | 916 4381
COREY KNAPP 021 241 0081 | 916 6000

VIEW | PLEASE CONTACT AGENT
PRICE | BY NEGOTIATION
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/9915

A family home to treasure and a sound investment, this 
contemporary masterpiece sits superbly on a unique 
1,012sqm of absolutely prime beachfront land and 
is oriented to the north-east, providing unparalleled 
views up the beach itself. The elegant architectural-
designed 360sqm home features formal and informal 
living rooms, 5 bedrooms, 2 with ensuites and the 
home office. An opportunity not to be missed.

CAMPBELLS BAY |  Clean Green Ocean Beachfront

LEWIS GUY 021 867 355 | 916 6000

 


