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Massive apartment complex planned for Esmonde Rd 

Milford’s top rated agency
Over 50 five star Google reviews from satisfied clients.
Get in touch now to find out what makes our service special.

Henry Barfoot
Branch Manager

021 2743 679 • hbarfoot@barfoot.co.nz

Milford
180 Kitchener Road
09 489 5049

A major apartment development rising 
to seven storeys is planned to replace the 
Harbourside Church on Esmonde Rd. 

Four blocks of varying heights are pro-
posed, with plans for these to incorporate a 
cafe and other facilities open to the public.

An application has been lodged by King-
stone Properties Ltd for two of an envisaged 
three stages of development on the property 
at 48 Esmonde Rd. 

The 2.1ha waterfront site sold for $40 
million last year.  

The Stage 1 block on the eastern edge of 
the site would be run as managed hotel-style 
accommodation. 

Stage 2 groups together three buildings of 
mostly studio and one-bedroom apartments 
aimed at first-home buyers. 

Winners are grinners… Rosmini fullback Keano Kini scored two tries in its 31-5 win over  
Takapuna Grammar last weekend.  Story, pictures, page 10 

Rosmini wins local derby with Takapuna
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The former Takapuna Library building at 2 The 
Strand has been vacant since an earthquake 
notice was issued in March 2018. The 1956 
heritage-listed public building has now been 
unoccupied for 864 days. At some point, its future 
will be determined by Auckland Council.

2 The Strand: 
empty for 
864 days

Grill your local candidates
Romy Udanga

Robust health
services, including
mental health
Opportunities for
business and
entrepreneurship
Restoring our
environment and
Hauraki Gulf

labour.org.nz/romyudanga
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Oarsome costumes make waves at Beach Series finale 

In the pink… Jason Herriman was among entrants who got into the spirit of a retro-themed final night 
of the Beach Series summer races at Takapuna Beach last Tuesday. More pictures p12-14 

Preserving coastal track no walk in the park

To page 3 

The future of a hugely popular coastal 
track between Takapuna and Milford is set to 
be secured as Auckland Council negotiates 
with a property owner over purchasing his 
historic bach.

People have been walking through Paul 
Firth’s garden since 2011, when a wooden 
bridge was washed away in a storm.

At that time, the council found it had never 
been an official bridge and rebuilding would 

require a coastal consent, which required ap-
proval from all affected landowners.

Firth, now 74, withheld his consent because 

Issue 1 – 15 March 2019DELIVERED FORTNIGHTLY AN INDEPENDENT VOICE

Fears locals short-changed   
by new town square... p7

New Takapuna-Milford paper 
hits the streets... p2

‘Sacred’ pohutukawa trees  
turn into a menace... p4

Community buildings and some public 
land across the Devonport-Takapuna Local 
areaBoard area will be sold off by the cash-
strapped Auckland Council. 

They include: 2 Forrest Hill Rd, a section 
of vacant land at 650sqm; 130 sqm2 of 
a recreation reserve at 24R Linwood Rd, 
Forrest Hill; 4 Bloomfield Spa, Takapuna 
(496sqm of vacant land which was a former 
service lane but is now open space); 2 The 
Strand Takapuna (a category B heritage 
building on 486 sqm2); and the former 
Devonport Borough Council building 
at 3 Victoria Rd – a category-A heritage 
building on 468 sqm of land, described as an 
earthquake prone building, which has been 
vacant for three years. 

Council’s Finance and Performance 
Committee last Thursday voted to include 
the properties for “asset recycling.”

Final terms and conditions for the sale will 
be subject to council approval.

North Shore Councillors Chris Darby 
and Richard Hills voted against selling off 
3 Victoria Rd.

The Devonport-Takapuna Local Board 
voted in a split vote at its last meeting to 
approve any sales seen as necessary by the 
council. 

Board members Aidan Bennett, George 
Wood and Toni van Tonder voted to support 
the sales process. 

Ruth Jackson, Trish Deans and Jan 
O’Connor were vehemently oppossed. 

Chair Aidan Bennett used his casting vote 
to get the approval through. 

Asset sales for the North Shore

Empty and now for sale…2 The Strand, Takapuna 
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“Carefully loving  
your little angel as  

they learn and grow”

0-6
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NELSON & SUSAN 

ELLIOTT 

YOUR LOCAL  

A romantic rollercoaster play, Skylight, is 
set to come alive at the PumpHouse Theatre 
at the end of the month, with a full working 
kitchen being built for the set. 

The Olivier and Tony Award-winning Da-
vid Hare play is the first full-scale production 
at the PumpHouse since lock-down.

Director Suzy Sampson saw the play in 
London in 2015. “I remember this show left 
such an impact on me that I sat in the theatre 
for 15 minutes after the show just to absorb 
it all,” she says. 

“The actors have been on an emotional 
journey with the play as well and I think it 
will really resonate with the audience.” 

First performed in 1995, the play follows 
the story of Tom Sergeant, a rich restaurant 

owner still suffering from guilt and grief over 
the death of his wife a year earlier.

He seeks consolation from former lover 
Kyra, and finds that she has achieved ful-
filment by teaching difficult kids in an East 
End school.

The play stars Rebekah Dack, Joseph 
Wycoff, and 16-year-old Takapuna Gram-
mar School student Ryan Wood, who plays 
Tom’s son.

During the Covid-19 lockdown, the actors 
began weekly rehearsals via Zoom video 
calls, which Sampson found was particu-
larly useful in helping the actors develop 
their characters without the director being 
visible to them. 

Now they also meet in person on the 

weekends to rehearse. 
Sampson was inspired to claim the rights 

to produce the play after its recent revival 
in the UK. 

She last directed Ben Elton’s play Pop-
corn at The Rose Centre, a production that 
received the Auckland Community Theatre 
Trust outstanding comedy award in 2018.

Skylight opens on 31 July for a run of 
seven shows. 

Emotional journey… Ryan Wood and Rebekah Dack during kitchen rehearsals for Skylight at the PumpHouse

Production throws kitchen sink at award-winning play  
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for our rates and dates. 
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sales@rangitoto-observer.co.nz

 Local board missing from key meeting 

Is the non-attendance by Devonport Com-
munity Board members at council’s emergency 
budget meeting last week really good enough? 

Chair Aidan Bennett (ratepayer paid salary 
$85,100) was too busy on his commercial busi-
ness, deputy chair George Wood ($51,000) was 
out of town, as was Toni van Tonder ($43,000).

Board members work long and often thank-
less hours. But on this occasion, when vital 
council decisions affecting our local area were 
discussed, it was an inopportune time to be 

missing in action. 
Why not ask one of the other three board 

members to go along?  The board has been 
divided on many issues, but it seems nonsen-
sical to have no one there. After all, it is less 
than a year before Ruth Jackson takes over as 
board chair Moreover, something is seriously 
wrong if half the board were not offered the 
chance to attend. 
Rob Drent Managing Editor  
Rangitoto Observer

Elected members on the Devonport-Taka-
puna Local Board were missing from a key 
Auckland Council emergency-budget meeting 
last Tuesday.

Its understood that members from all other 
local boards across Auckland attended.

In an email, Devonport-Takapuna Local 
Board chair Aidan Bennett said he was unable 
to go as he was “consumed by Covid-related 
business problems unfortunately. It has been 
a busy week.

 “I put in my apologies. I would have got 
George (Wood, deputy chair)  to go in my 
absence as I normally do but George was 
away down country.

 “George is filling in for me for another 
meeting this coming Monday which is another 
one that has been sprung on us at a late stage 
(as last Tuesday’s was) and I can’t attend as I 
have prior meetings organised.”

Bennett said he attended a chairs’ monthly 
meeting last Monday and a chairs-only session 
with Desley Simpson, emergency budget 
meeting chair. 

“This provided all chairs with a good oppor-
tunity to address budget issues directly with 
Desley. Which we/I did. As part of the chairs 
meeting we also had a presentation from 
Kevin Ramsay, head of finance for Auckland 
Council, and the opportunity to ask him ques-
tions related to the budget. Which we/I did.”

“Me presenting in the five-minute slot 
at Tuesday’s emergency budget committee 
would not have changed anything that the 
[Governing Body] has done (on Thursday.)”

He also attended a meeting on Wednes-
day 8 July, which also covered the budget 
extensively.

Another board member, Toni van Tonder, 
who is part of Bennett’s ticket was also out of 

Auckland at the time of the meeting. 
Board member Trish Deans is “furious” 

the  community – through the board – was not 
represented at last Tuesday’s meeting.

“We should have been there as representa-
tives of the community.” She said other local 
boards called her asking “why we weren’t 
there.”

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board staff had 
also failed to let other board members,(her-
self, Jan O’Connor and Ruth Jackson) know 
about the meeting, Deans said. All could 
have attended on the day, and answered any 
questions the Governing Body asking them. 

Bennett said as far as asset recycling 
sales went, board resolutions “clearly show 
that I support sensible asset recycling/sales 
and have not hidden that fact. I also hav-
en’t pushed the fact either during these GB 
meetings.”

Editorial

Licensed under the REAA 2008

Joan Barton  021 273 9930
Joan.barton@bayleys.co.nz
BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, TAKAPUNA

Michael Su  021 431 988
Michael.su@bayleys.co.nz
BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, TAKAPUNA

LUXURY MEETS LOCATION
Sophisticated apartment living in the heart of Milford

Your dream home is about to become a reality. These modern luxurious apartments offer 
sensational views of Rangitoto and the Hauraki Gulf, with modern shopping, Milford Village and 
Milford Beach all right on your doorstep.

Construction is well underway, so do not delay. 

Display suite is now open on Saturday & Sunday from 11AM - 2PM or by private appointment. 
Shop 30 Milford Shopping Centre, 24 Milford Road.

Enquire today to make your Omana North dream a reality.

OMANANORTH.CO.NZ
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Ice-free curling brings holiday fun to Takapuna

Parents and children challenged each 
other to find the curling champs of their 
families in a free school-holiday activity 
in Takapuna. 

The Scottish sport, usually played on 
the ice, this was replicated at the former 

Department Store premises with a hard 
plastic surface and metal ‘stones’.  

The opportunity was a part of the ‘I Love 
Takapuna’ campaign. 

Parents just had to show a receipt for 
more than $20 from their lunch, coffee 

date or shopping trip to try the sport for 
free.Winners could take a photo with the 
Curling Cup Trophy.

Some also had the chance to appear in 
television coverage of the weekend-long 
activity. 

Slip-slidin’ away... Children made the most of the chance to try a version of curling during the school 
holidays, as part of the ‘I Love Takapuna’ programme

Al Fresco nights given green light for possible funding
Al Fresco Fridays in Takapuna, Milford and 

Devonport are a step closer after being selected 
for consideration by the government’s Innovat-
ing Streets for People Fund. 

The fund set up by the NZ Transport Agency 
(NZTA) has $7 million up for grabs, and offers 
90 per cent funding assistance for projects se-
lected. The Devonport-Takapuna Local Board 
has pledged $30,000 towards the Al Fresco 
Fridays, which would see pop-up outdoor dining 
and entertainment in town centres.

Al Fresco Fridays were one of 29 projects 
approved by Auckland Council and Auckland 
Transport for submission for the fund. 

The outcome is a bit of a turnaround for the 
board, as the Al Fresco idea was initially given 
only a “medium” ranking by council staff, but 
was then changed to “high”. 

Another local project, “Devonport Safer 
Streets Initiative” by Ken Davis, was put for-
ward by councillor Chris Darby and initially 
had a “high” rating. However,  this idea did not 
make the cut.

Takapuna Beach CEO Terence Harpur  said: 
“It is fantastic news that our local initiative, Al 
Fresco Nights, has been chosen as a preferred 
project.”

Local businesses needed support to keep 
town centres thriving. “It was fantastic to see 

Toni van Tonder and Aidan Bennett advocate 
strongly for this additional funding to support 
local businesses with Al Fresco Nights.” 

Harpur said the initiative would strongly 
support local hospitality and retail businesses, 
in particular. 

Milford Business Association manager Mur-
ray Hill was excited that Al Fresco Fridays “has 
got past the first hurdle” for funding. 

“ A lot of work has been put into this appli-
cation by the three [Business Improvement 
District] managers and local board members 
and as we know, our communities love events 
in the streets.

 “Having a project like this that has simul-
taneous dining-out in the streets of all three 
shopping centres will be a fantastic event. With 
street entertainment at each centre and additional 
seating in the street for our hospitality businesses 
on these Al Fresco Friday nights, the Shore will 
be buzzing,” Hill said. 

Hill said it was hoped a bus service in con-
junction with Auckland Transport would allow 
residents to travel to neighbouring centres 
without the need to drive their vehicles.

Local board member Toni van Tonder, who 
led the project for the board, said she was 
delighted the project had been selected to go 
forward for NZTA’s consideration.

“Our town centres are the beating hearts of 
our communities and every time our business 
associations carve more space out for people, 
bringing them together to connect, it’s always 
a massive success and we’re left wondering 
why our town centres weren’t designed to do 
it more freely.” 

The 90 per cent funding support was “an 
amazing opportunity that we have tried to 
seize”, van Tonder said.

“The project gives us an opportunity to 
experiment with urban design and see how we 
can continue to build that shop, eat, play local 
mindset by creating the opportunity to bring 
people into temporary town squares. 

“Now, more than ever, we need to rekindle 
our love affair with our town centres because 
we really want them to survive what has been 
a challenging year,” she said.  

NZTA will announce the sucessful applicants 
by 31 July.

• Cr Darby declared an interest when the Ken 
Davis project was discussed. 

“I am asking staff if there is likely to be a 
third round of applications,” he said. “With or 
without that third round, I’ll be working with 
Ken Davis, who put in an enormous effort, on 
progressing the Clarence St [Devonport] public 
space improvements.”
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Now we need your help to check if we’ve got it right.

So love local and get vocal about your local community, and don’t forget to provide your feedback 
before 4pm, Thursday 13 August. 

For more information, a copy of the draft Devonport Takapuna Local Board Plan 2020 and to provide  
your feedback go to akhaveyoursay.co.nz/lovelocal

Our local board has come up with a three-year plan outlining the key initiatives  
we want to focus on to help our communities thrive and support the recovery  
from the impacts of Covid-19.

Together we can love local.

Have your say  
on the future of  
Devonport-Takapuna
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These linked buildings would be grouped 
around a communal central zone, with the 
aim of creating a “village character”. 

The bottom two levels of the block would 
be accessible to residents, visitors and the 
public. Facilities envisaged included a cafe, 
gymnasium and childcare.

The church would be removed first and 
then earthworks needed to create building 
platforms would be undertaken, the proposal 
to Auckland Council said. 

Access to the site would be from the exist-
ing controlled traffic intersection, although 
work with Auckland Transport towards some 
upgrades to this were anticipated.

Planners will review the application before 
a decision is made. 

The application exceeds height restrictions 
in the zone. The church rises to around three 
storeys; much of the new development will 
be more than two times this height. 

The developers submitted that the design, 
by architectural firm Jasmax, took into ac-
count how it might sympathetically fit into 
the area: “The distribution of the buildings 
into various bulk, height, form and archi-
tectural appearance was an attempt to offer 
a group of buildings in village form instead 
of two large buildings.” 

Wall claddings would be mixed metal and 
draw on a natural palette including green, 
brown and black.

Four blocks proposed for church site
From page 1

Site could link with paths and cycleways
Public paths and cycleways around the apart-

ment-complex site could one day connect south 
via boardwalks to the Francis St cycleway and 
also out to Esmonde Rd and onto the planned 
SeaPath towards the Harbour Bridge.  

A proposed accessway to the site creates a 
thoroughfare in the form of a public easement 

which could enable the connections. 
The traffic entrance layout would need mod-

ifications before accommodation was opened, 
the application says. 

A lit landscaped road-level public plaza with 
seating could act as a transitional area between 
the road and communal open space.

Application in... A plan showing the development’s first two stages

frfrr

unknown spread
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SITE INFORMATION:

48 Esmonde Road, Takapuna
Lot 32 DP 536045

Areas:

Overall Site Area:   21,566m² (2.1 Hectares)

Potential Esplanade Reserve Area:   7,319m² (0.72 Hectares)

Net Site Area 
(Excl. Esplanade Reserve):   14,247m² (1.4 Hectares)

Construction Stage 1 Site Area:   4,117m² (0.4 Hectares)

Constructions Stage 2 Site Area:        3,901m² (0.38 Hectares)

Building 1 Coverage:   2,151m² (15%)

Building 2 & 3 Coverage:   2,848m² (20%)

Total Building Coverage:       4999m2  (35%)

Total Landscaped Area 
(Hard and Soft Landscaping):   4,714m² (0.44 Hectares)

% Landscaped Area:   33%
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FUTURE ESPLANADE RESERVE 

(NOT PART OF THIS RC APPLICATION)

EXTENT OF EXCAVATION -
REFER TO CIVIL ENGINEER'S 
DRAWINGS

PROPOSED ESMONDE RD FOOTPATH

PROPOSED RE-ALIGNED 
INTERSECTION

Retained Trees

BOUNDARY LINE LEGEND

Property Boundary Line

Construction Stage Boundary Line

Extent of Excavation - Refer to 
Civil Engineer's drawings

DO NOT SCALE OFF THIS DRAWING

CONTRACTOR MUST VERIFY ALL DIMENSIONS 
ON SITE BEFORE COMMENCING ANY WORK

COPYRIGHT © JASMAX

Drawing Number Revision

Milestone Issues Revision & Date

Sheet

Project Number:

Consultant Team

Client

Notes

Revisions

ARCHITECTURAL

FIRST ISSUED

RESOURCE CONSENT

BUILDING CONSENT

TENDER

FOR CONSTRUCTION

SCALE @ A1=

No building work shall proceed until 
Building Consent has been granted 
for the work described.

If there are any discrepancies in the 
documents please seek clarification 
before proceeding with any work.

A

As indicated

RESOURCE CONSENT

RC-001

SITE PLAN

INTEGRATED
RESIDENTIAL
DEVELOPMENT,
48 ESMONDE ROAD,
TAKAPUNA

219091

KINGSTONE PROPERTY
LIMITED

A Resource Consent
Issue

24/06/2020
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Proposed entry view from North-East

Village character... An artist’s impression of buildings planned for the 
Harbourside Church site on Esmonde Rd 

Views from Takapuna and Hauraki across 
the water to the city are set to be transformed by 
the multi-level property development proposed 
for Esmonde Rd. 

The complex itself will have several pent-
houses and some apartments with sweeping 
views to the city, although most of the 270 
units are oriented in other directions to benefit 
from the sun. 

Details of the buildings and their visual 
impact as seen from nearby suburban streets 
formed part of Kingstone Property’s planning 
consent application. 

Extensive planting of coastal shrubs was 
proposed, and the site would be ringed with a 
public walkway and a cycleway, it said. 

The value of a strip of pohutukawa along the 
street frontage of the site and other trees was 
recognised for screening part of the existing 
church building.  

“Buffering vegetation would also affect pub-
lic perceptions of the proposed development,” 
said a visual and amenity effects assessment 
which formed part of the developer’s submis-
sion to Auckland Council. 

Under Stage 1 of the proposal, a managed 
visitor-accommodation block would rise over 
seven floors. All units would face east or west. 

The internal configuration is not finalised, 
but proposed for now are 164 studios, 18 
one-bedroom apartments and five penthouses. 
Accommodation would take 6800sq m of a 
total floor area of 10,877sq m. The ground 

floor would be a common area for check-in and 
support services. The first floor would include 
a restaurant. Half of the top floor would be set 
aside as a roof garden.

Under Stage 2, three interconnected build-
ings in the middle of the site would be built 
around a central courtyard. The central block 
would be four storeys high, the western sev-
en and eastern six. These would add up to 
10,587sq m in floor area and provide some 
86 apartments, with final numbers to be 
confirmed. 

The majority were said to be in the af-
fordable category, with 37 one-bedroom, 
32 two-bedroom and 17 three-bedroom 
apartments. Below the apartments would be 
community facilities, including a cafe and 
fitness centre, a business centre, healthcare and 
childcare spaces, a convenience store and bike 
and car parking.

Eighty covered car parks will be provided 
for both stages of the development. Most of 
these will be in a 3-tier vertical stack parking 
system. 

‘Affordable’ apartments included in plans 

Pop into our brand new showroom at 72 Barrys Point Road, Takapuna.

0800 468 836   |   www.nakedflame.nz

Outside

New

Inside

Retrofit

Stay warm all winter long.
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3 DAY STEWART ISLAND Escape
3 DAYS transfers and tours 

5 DAY WHANGANUI RIVER Canoe Experience 
5 DAYS and guided tour 

per person share twin. SAVE $85pp.  
Ask us about flights and rental car.

per person share twin. SAVE $100pp.  
BLACKOUT PERIODS MAY APPLY

$669

$1349

•  2 nights at Stewart Island Lodge including Breakfast
•  Return ferry transfers from Bluff to Stewart Island
•  Wild Kiwi Encounter Tour
•  Stewart Island Ulva Island Explorer Tour including lunch
•  From $669 per person share twin (01 Oct 20–31 Oct 20)
•  From $819 per person share twin (01 Nov 20–31 Mar 21)

•  2 nights at The Park Hotel Ruapehu in a Queen Room
•  3 Day Guided Whanganui River Adventure with Adrift 

Guided Outdoor Adventures includes: Guides,  
Department of Conservation hut or camping passes,  
Meals, All cooking, camping and canoeing equipment 
(canoe, dry barrels for your gear, PFD’s, paddles,  
tents and sleeping mats) 

SALE PERIOD: 01 JUnE 2020 TO 31 MARCh 2021

BLACKOUT PERIODS MAY APPLY
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STAR GAZE at Lake Tekapo
2 NIGHTS & Star Gazing experience 

per room. VALUED UP TO $1060.  
Ask us about flights and rental car.

$389
•  2 nights accommodation at Peppers Bluewater  

in a Deluxe Lakeview Hotel Room
•  Star Gazing Tour with Tekapo Star Gazing
•  From $389 pp share twin (Travel: 15 Jul–15 Sep 20)
•  From $419 pp share twin (Travel: 16 Sep–22 Sep 20)
•  From $479 pp share twin (Travel: 23 Oct–31 Mar 21)
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Demolition by neglect threatens the 
historic barracks at Kennedy Park if it slips 
down the funding priority pecking order post 
Covid-19 lockdown, say conservationists. 

The chairman of the Kennedy Park WWII 
Installations Preservations Trust, Chris 
Owen, made a submission to the council’s 
emergency budget review process last month 
and will follow up with the local board, 
urging recognition of its value. 

Over the school holidays, the park’s other 
historic two-storey building  –  played host 
to activity programmes for students aged 
10 to 13. The more dilapidated one-storey 
barracks – built as a disguise to look like a 

state house and later used as one – needs 
significant repair work.    

Owen told the Observer community facil-
ities were needed in Castor Bay and the bar-
racks would be ideal for this. Among those 
interested was the Kennedy Park Petanque 
Club which wanted to make it a clubrooms. 

Trust members would also like to set 
up a small museum inside to explain its 
significance.

The trust also runs tours of the military 
tunnels in the park on the second Sunday of 
each month. These take place between 11am 
and 2pm, with entry by a gold coin donation. 
Take a torch.

The extended deadline for a plan to 
be be filed to remove the rocks dumped 
on Milford beach has come and gone, 
but the Auckland Council was early 
this week unable to tell the Rangitoto 
Observer if it had been complied with.

The council had extended the 
timeline for removal after legal letters 
were exchanged.  The rocks, dumped 
in early June, were originally meant 
to be removed by July 10, but this 
was pushed back to July 24, with the 
proviso that a satisfactory plan on how 
this would be done must be submitted 
by July 10. Asked last week if the plan 
had been filed, the Observer was told 
no update was available. A follow-up 
query this week, also went unanswered 
by publication deadline.

Fresh concerns about future of barracks   

I have often been asked “how does council 
work?”. I used to half-jokingly reply, “when 
you find out let me know, I have been part of 
this council for 10 years now and I still haven’t 
worked it out”. 

The recent asset sales in our Devonport-Taka-
puna Local Board area are illustrative, and I will 
use 2 Forrest Hill Rd, as an example. 

Auckland Council Parks Department did an 
analysis of our park area and found we were 
short of space in the Forrest Hill area. It just 
happened that we had a spare bit of land left 
over from road widening at 2 Forrest Hill Rd. It 
was not in an ideal situation, but if we sold it we 
could not invest the money in a better location. 
The proceeds will go elsewhere. 

This is because Devonport-Takapuna has 
been categorised as a ‘Brown Fields’ area and 
new parkland is only being purchased (by 
council policy) in ‘Green Fields’ areas such as 
West Auckland and South. 

So the board decided to try and make the 

small section into something useful. But, then 
council decided to sell it. The board submitted 
to the appropriate committee of council which 
determined that it should not be sold. As part of 
our submission I promised that the board would 
develop the area into a useful park amenity.

 But, when  we tried to fund some consultation 
work to determine what sort of park would be 
best for the community, we were told the board 
couldn’t do so. The reason I was given, as then 
chair, was that the Parks Department refused to 
accept the park into our portfolio. 

The Parks Department apparently didn’t want 
the park and still wanted it sold. This was despite 
council agreeing not to divest the area, and the 
local board wanting the park. When parcels 
of land are transferred into parks the relevant 
board ‘owns’ them and has decision-making 
over them. But, without the transfer, from one 
council entity to another, the local board cannot 
invest in the area. 

This explains why 2 Forrest Hill Rd has 

been sitting there apparently unloved, with cars 
parking all over the grass. The board wanted to 
make it a great amenity for the community but 
was obstructed.

This week, the park has once again been put 
in front of council to be sold. Unfortunately, 
the local board, by casting vote, has agreed 
to it (along with other parks and community 
buildings) being ‘optimised’, possibly because 
they thought ‘optimised’ meant ‘made better’. 
But, in Council-speak it means sold. 

So, the Forrest Hill community still has a 
shortfall of park space with almost no hope 
of gaining any more space. This is just plain 
dumb, and it is happening all the time. Can you 
understand it? I can’t. But when I am asked how 
council works, this example comes to mind. 
Sometimes it just doesn’t work.
Grant Gillon

Letters

Rocky road to removal

Park saga shows Auckland Council just doesn’t work
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We love to give

We are lucky to live in such 
a beautiful country.  

While the borders are closed, 
support local and let us  

book your next  
New Zealand adventure.  

We have an extensive range  
of products suitable for  

a getaway (or tour) with your 
partner or friends,  

a fun family holiday,  
or an active and  

adventure-filled trip.

Rosmini College First XV 
scored five tries to one in a 31-5 
win against Takapuna Grammar 
at home last Saturday.  

After a 24-19 loss to Westlake 
Boys recently, Rosmini bounced 
back with a solid performace 
against TGS.

Rosmini’s fullback Keano Kini 
scored two tries. Flanker Ben 
Clarke was the team’s standout 
player on defence and also scored 
a try. Co-captain Rory Taylor and 
Carlos Phillips also scored. 

 Rosmini’s 1st XV head coach 
Jacob Corbett said: “We are pret-
ty happy this was a really good 
opportunity for the boys to show 
they have improved.” 

“It was a very good game. A 
big part for us was our defence 
and being patient with our attack.

“The Takapuna Grammar team 
is a really young and exciting 
team, We weren’t sure what was 
going to happen on the field but 
we kept accurate with our de-
fence in the first 20 minutes and 
then scored points quickly,” said 
Corbett. 

Rosmini plays Massey at Mas-
sey this Saturday, while Takapuna 
Grammar plays Westlake at TGS. Try time… Ben Clarke dots down for Rosmini last Saturday 

Rosmini puts in solid performance against young TGS side
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We guarantee 
our Workmanship

Backed by over 35 years’ experience 
of quality preparation and painting

ph ross kingdom 
021 723 413

registered 
professional painters Phone COLIN on 480 5864

RECOVER YOUR
LOUNGE SUITE

Call us for a free quotation and put the life
back into that favourite chair or lounge suite

AWARD FURNITURE

North Shore based renovations, 
new builds, design & project  

management since 1985.

Trustworthy licensed builders specialising  
in residential alterations/extensions, 

kitchens, bathrooms, tiling, re-cladding.

Contact Alex Carey on  
0274 660 666, or visit our website 

www.efd.kiwi

Independent advice for  
New Zealand women.

Investments, budgeting, KiwiSaver, 
goal setting and financial plans.

Based in Hurstmere Rd, Takapuna. 
www.francefinancialplanning.co.nz

FENCE
BROTHERS

www.fencebros.co.nz

• FENCES
• PERGOLAS
•  DECKS

•  REtAiNiNG 
WALLS

•  PROPERtY MAiNtENANCE

CONtACt GREG 
FOR A FREE QUOtE

0800 336 232

“YOUR LOCAL ROOFER”

0800 7663 92
• RE-ROOFS
• NEW ROOFS
• LEAKS
• SPOUTING
www.relayroofing.co.nz

RENE GARDENING

SMALL & MEDIUM TREES
HEDGES & SHRUBS
PRUNING – TRIMMING
GARDEN TIDY UPS 
& MAINTENANCE

We look after your  
garden with care  
and passion. 

facebook.com/ReneGardening

         @renegardening

info@renegardening.co.nz
Rene: 021 134 5604

Royal Design & Drapes
Made to Measure

Curtains, roman Blinds,  
roller Blinds, Venetian Blinds, 

shutters and tracks

15 yeaRs expeRience 

royaldesign.gk@gmail.com 
www.royaldesign.nz

Gabrielle 021 050 4961

Architectural Design
• Extensions/Renovations
• New Builds/Re-clads
• All Consent work

www.dsol.nz
Matt Bates 0276862025

WORK FROM HOME 
AND LOVE IT!

Enhance your financial  
well-being in these  

uncertain times. Visit
www.wealthdownunder.com/info

for free information or  
call 021 363 749.

Interior Plastering
Vacuum Sanding

Skim Coating
Cove and Square Stop
Villa Board Stopping

Grant Stuart
021 950 268 

grantstuart@xtra.co.nz
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CLASSIFIEDS
The community is being invited to Sunnynook Park 

on Saturday, 26 July to an unofficial opening to cele-
brate the three-year transformation of its playing fields. 

The Auckland Council project has improved playing 
surfaces and drainage and added lighting, making 
evening sports practices possible. 

“It’s like Disneyland for us,” said Glenfield Rugby 
League Club chairman Simon Watson of the flood-
lighting. “We’re training a lot longer and the surface 
is fantastic.” 

After several years of being displaced from its 
home ground, the club, known as the Greyhounds, 
is relishing being back on the Sunnynook No. 1 field 
in front of its club rooms. With three other improved 
fields, teams from juniors to seniors are again putting 
the park to good use.

To mark this, an open-to-everyone club day is being 
held from 9am to 5pm, complete with sausage sizzles, 
stalls and a bouncy castle. Watson, who is also chair-
man of the Sunnynook Community Centre committee, 
has invited members of the Devonport-Takapuna 
Local Board along, with plans for a few words around 
10am to mark the opening of the park. Covid-19 put 
paid to doing this earlier. 

Community centre manager Bronwyn Bound said 
children on its holiday activities programmes had 
also been making use of the fields when the weather 
allowed for outdoor play. Around 60 children a day 
were attending. She had watched the transformation 
of what was one of the most used parks on the North 
Shore. “We knew there would be a lot of disruption, 
but it’s been worth it,”  she said.

The playing fields function as a “dry pond” for 
the area, allowing for water to drain slowly in times 
of extreme rainfall, thus avoiding flooding further 
down in Wairau. The council’s Healthy Waters arm 
ran the project, in which the main field was lowered 
to enhance this safeguard. Drainage to be improved 
and better turf laid. 

Part of the job saw excavated soil used to raise the 
playing fields at nearby Wairau Intermediate, pro-

viding the school with better grounds as well, which 
could be used as extra fields for community sport. 
“So it gives six fields,” said Watson. Bound praised 
contractor Dempsey Wood’s work on this major part 
of the project. 

Touch and cricket are among other sports which 
regularly used the park. The placement of the main 
floodlights on two poles either end of a cricket pitch 
had confused some people, but these were removable 
for the summer months, Watson said. 

The park includes paths, a playground and ample 
space for passive recreation. A petanque area may be 
a future community driven project.

Turf times but community 
gets run of the green

Glad to be back... Glenfield Greyhounds 
chairman Simon Watson

ACCOMMODATION
39 King Edward Parade. Wa-
terfront apartment in earthquake 
strengthened building. 12 mins 
to ferry. 1 double bedroom. Full 
refit. Polished timber floors 0272 
646 626 or leesmargaret3@
gmail.com or see TradeMe.

SERVICES OFFERED
AAA* Handyman and Concrete 
Services Reasonable prices - 
Contact Webber 022 325 0167.
D r y  m a n u k a / t e a  t r e e 
and gum in sacks. Prompt 
d e l i v e r y.  0 2 1  8 5 6  0 7 4  
billbradford566@gmail.com

Garden Services available to 
tidy up or make your garden 
beautiful again? Competitive 
quotes: 0223250167.
Hairdresser, experienced 
offering mobile hairdressing. 
Call Val 410 7174.
House cleaning. Professional 
experience over 15 years, 
references avail. Mob. 027 492 
6220.
Professional Cleaner looking 
for work. Reliable, honest, best. 
Ph Angie 021 125 2458.

TUITION
NCEA Maths Exam specialist. 
100% student pass rate in 2019. 
Please ph Peter on 09 445 1899 
or 021 0817 5037.
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Volunteers back on the job 
at Sunnynook reserve

Community volunteers are regrouping 
to start planting again at Sunnynook’s 
Lyford Reserve, after work stopped 
during lockdown.   

Volunteer coordinator Tabitha Becroft 
has recently laid out a new and improved 
predator-control line at the reserve.

Also known as Sunnynook Bush, the 
reserve is an important bird habitat, said 
Becroft, who can’t wait to start weeding 
and planting around the reserve.

It has been almost four months since 
any maintenance has been done

Becroft recently put five possum traps 
through the middle of the reserve and is 
back testing water quality in the stream 
that runs through the reserve out to the 
Wairau estuary.

“We have noticed our work has made 
a difference. There have been more birds 
in the area including tuis and fantails,” 
she said.  

The Lyford Reserve Restoration Pro-
ject has run for the last four years, with  

Auckland Council providing traps and 
bait stations for the borders of the reserve. 

Co-chair of the Sunnynook Commu-
nity Association Peter McNee said the 
reserve became a really popular place to 
walk over the Covid-19 lockdown.

A walkway through the reserve con-
nects Lyford Cres with Regency Place 
and Mandica Place in Sunnynook. 

During lockdown, nature-art pieces 
were left along the reserve, including 
small painted wooden and rock trinkets, 
some with encouraging messages written 
on them for others to find.

Becroft said the project is still seeking 
more volunteers for its family-friendly 
working bees. 

Planting and weeding at the Lyford 
restoration project is done on the third 
Saturday of each month from 9.30am 
to 11.30pm. 

Gardening work around the Sunny-
nook Community centre once a month 
is also planned.

Gardener wanted for community house 
A volunteer gardener is needed at the Sunnynook Community Centre. 
The position requires one hour of work per month to maintain the gardens. 

If interested, contact Bronwyn or Debbie at the Sunnynook Community Centre 
office on 410 4902.

Planting to resume... Lyford Reserve 
volunteer coordinator Tabitha Becroft

Takapuna’s new town square  
will be a vibrant place where the  
community can come together  
to meet and relax.

We’re seeking your views to confirm that the design  
of the town square includes the things that matter most to you.

Submissions must be received by 11.55pm, Friday 14 August. 

For more information, a copy of the supporting materials  
and to give your feedback, go to akhaveyoursay.co.nz

Have your say
on the Takapuna town  
square design
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We’ll never 
stop working 
to earn 
your trust.
Voted Most Trusted General 
Insurer by New Zealanders 
for 10 years running.*

*As voted by consumers 2011–2020 in the Reader’s Digest Trusted Brands survey. For more information visit aainsurance.co.nz/awards.

Visit your nearest AA Centre | Call 0800 500 231 | aainsurance.co.nz



July 24, 2020 The RangiToTo obseRveR  Page 15 

Poet Carrie Rudzinski drew an audience  at Takapuna Library

Slam poetry hit the North Shore at the at 
Takapuna Library last week. 

Despite wet weather, around 40 people 
visited the library for a poetry evening 
featuring internationally recognised poet 
Carrie Rudzinski.

In 2019, Rudzinski won the Pussy Riot 
award at the Auckland Fringe Festival and 
performed at Pussy Riot’s last show in the 
country. She has published four collections 
of poetry. 

The event, hosted by Charitable Trust 
Action Education Inc, was the orgnisation’s 
first live event since lockdown

Trust manager Ramon Narayan said they 
could not be prouder to be kicking things off 
at Takapuna Library.

Most slam poetry sessions are held at bars 
and pubs, which doesn’t give younger people 
and their families the opportunity to be a part 
of the events, said Narayan. 

“It was really heartwarming to see the 
community come together, especially after 
so many of us have had such a hard time with 
lockdown,” he said.

Takapuna library has always been en-
couraging and supportive of stand-up poetry 
events and has plans to arrange another event 
in September. 

“Originally, we were just doing stand-up 
poetry in South Auckland but schools, com-
munity centres and teachers on the Shore 
were keen to see live slam poetry too.

“The best part is that young people can 
really speak their truth in a way that is wel-
comed by the community,” said Narayan.

Slam poetry on the North Shore continues 
with the Auckland inter-high school slam 
poetry competition, with young performers 
from across the shore and groups from 
Birkenhead College, Northcote College and 
Rangitoto College.

Lake Pupuke will be used for emergency 
water if Auckland Council has its way.

Council’s Healthy Waters department will 
lodge a resource consent department later 
this month. 

“The application is being undertaken 
under emergency works provisions of 
the RMA, in response to the drought and 
water supply crises currently affecting the 
Auckland region,” an Auckland Council 
spokesperson said. 

 “It will provide a non-potable water site 
for businesses and the construction industry 
to use as an alternative water source so they 
can keep operating during the water restric-
tions,” she said.

Water sought 
from Lake Pupuke 

due to crisis

Poetry hits the target at Takapuna Library

48 Victoria Road | (09) 446 0100 | info@thevic.co.nz

SPECIALS
CHEAP TUESDAY 
$10 Adult / $8 Child
*EXCEPT PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

FREE VENUE HIRE
Live Shows, Functions, 

Birthday Parties
*ticketing charges or min. spend applies

SHOWING NOW 
Calm with Horses (R18) 100min NEW   
Shirley 107min NEW 
Waves 135min NEW 
The King of Staten Island (R16) 137min 
The Personal History of David Copperfield (PG) 120min
House of Cardin (E) 95min 24-26JUL
Military Wives (M) 112min 24-26JUL, 31JUL-2AUG 

EVENTS & LIVE SHOWS 
The Rocky Horror Picture Show with Shadowcast (M) 24 JUL
Gary Harvey: The Last Man Standing (Live Show) 26 JUL
Kind Hearts & Coronets (1949) (PG) 107min 

COMING SOON 
House of Cardin (E) 95min  30 JUL 
Where’d You Go, Bernadette (M) 109min 30 JUL 
Military Wives (M) 112min 6 AUG 

VICTORIA 
THEATRE
DEVONPORT
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premium.co.nz |  F ine Homes |  F ine Apartments |  F ine Li festyles
PREMIUM REAL ESTATE LTD LICENSED REA 2008

VIEW | PLEASE CONTACT AGENT
PRICE | BY NEGOTIATION
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/9862

Absolutely rare 1,480 sqm beachfront landscaped site 
with stunning, timeless yet contemporary masonry 493 
sqm Simon Carnahan sleek architecturally designed 
home. Elevated and private offering exceptional 
luxurious lifestyle open plan living, 5 bedrooms, 4 
bathrooms, lift, 3 car garaging, workshop, boat storage 
and direct boat access onto the sand. 

TAKAPUNA |  Luxurious Beachfront Home

JELENA FREEMAN 021 65 65 63 | 916 6000
JIM MAYS 021 937 766| 916 6000

VIEW | PLEASE CONTACT AGENT
PRICE | BY NEGOTIATION
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/9955

From the road, a hint of something remarkable! 
Inside, a spectacular transformation, outstanding detail 
and striking design throughout. 1,287 sqm of land, 
cascading to the beach. Stunning infinite elevated 
sea and beach views from every level of the house. 
A luxurious extravagance of space with 3 living areas, 
5 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms, including a self-contained 
studio flat. Direct beach access.

TINDALLS BEACH | Spellbinding Views of Beach and Sea

CAROLE THOMAS 021 539 553 | 916 6000

VIEW | PLEASE CONTACT AGENT
EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST | 06 AUGUST 
2020 AT 4 PM UNLESS SOLD PRIOR
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/9975

Get yourselves ready for the America’s Cup action here 
in this bespoke designer’s own apartment. Fabulous 
views with Sky Tower the focal point. 127sqm on 
the water’s edge of Wynyard Harbour, right in the 
heart of our beautiful CBD waterfront. 3 bedrooms, 
2 bathrooms, the latest in innovation and technology 
including a Fibaro home automation system.

AUCKLAND CENTRAL | Glamorous Waterfront Condo | Lighter Quay

ALISON PARKER 021 983 533 | 916 6000

VIEW | PLEASE CONTACT AGENT
SET DATE SALE | 05 AUGUST 2020 AT 4 PM 
UNLESS SOLD PRIOR
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/9977

A very special gem in this fabulous prime location by 
the beach. 2 bedrooms, 1 bathroom ground level, 
character filled apartment (60sqm) with its own private 
backyard. The living flows to the  deck with tropical 
planting and gated carpark area. Ideal lock and leave or 
permanent home for lazy summer days and cosy winter 
nights. One of only three in this bespoke development.

TAKAPUNA | Beachside Pied A Terre

ALISON PARKER 021 983 533 | 916 6000


