
Simon Watts
North Shore

Authorised by S Watts, 107 Great Sth Rd, Akl.

Issue 1 – 15 March 2019DELIVERED FORTNIGHTLY AN INDEPENDENT VOICEIssue 1 – 15 March 2019DELIVERED FORTNIGHTLY AN INDEPENDENT VOICE
Issue 1 – 15 March 2019DELIVERED FORTNIGHTLY AN INDEPENDENT VOICE

Takapuna, Milford, Castor Bay, Forrest Hill and Sunnynook

Issue 42  Oct 2, 2020Issue 1 – 15 March 2019DELIVERED FORTNIGHTLY AN INDEPENDENT VOICE

 

North Shore residents  
flock for Covid tests... p2

Fines hit Milford  
car-park overstayers... p7

Schoolgirl swimmer’s 
next big goal...  p19

To page 11

Middle-aged thieves wreck kids’ garden project
Forrest Hill School had its gardens ran-

sacked by thieves last month, when vegetables 
and flowers were uprooted by two middle-aged 
female intruders. 

The pair were recorded by the school’s 
security cameras around 2am on Wednesday  

16 September. Police are now investigating 
the theft.

The vandalism and theft of vegetables dev-
astated pupils who worked hard in the gardens 
as part of a “garden to table” programme, 
making a sad end to the third school term. 

It is now unclear whether the programme 
will continue. 

“When the children arrived at school the 
next day, they could see a trail of dirty footsteps 
and had to pick up the scattered bits and pieces 
of their crops,” 

Surfs up... Devin Tootil takes advantage of the swells at Takapuna Beach on Sunday evening – the first 
of daylight saving.

Surf arrives to mark daylight saving
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The former Takapuna Library building at 2 The 
Strand has been vacant since an earthquake 
notice was issued in March 2018. The 1956 
heritage-listed public building has now been 
unoccupied for 918 days. At some point, its future 
will be determined by Auckland Council.

2 The Strand: 
empty for 
918 days
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Oarsome costumes make waves at Beach Series finale 

In the pink… Jason Herriman was among entrants who got into the spirit of a retro-themed final night 
of the Beach Series summer races at Takapuna Beach last Tuesday. More pictures p12-14 

Preserving coastal track no walk in the park

To page 3 

The future of a hugely popular coastal 
track between Takapuna and Milford is set to 
be secured as Auckland Council negotiates 
with a property owner over purchasing his 
historic bach.

People have been walking through Paul 
Firth’s garden since 2011, when a wooden 
bridge was washed away in a storm.

At that time, the council found it had never 
been an official bridge and rebuilding would 

require a coastal consent, which required ap-
proval from all affected landowners.

Firth, now 74, withheld his consent because 

Issue 1 – 15 March 2019DELIVERED FORTNIGHTLY AN INDEPENDENT VOICE

Fears locals short-changed   
by new town square... p7

New Takapuna-Milford paper 
hits the streets... p2

‘Sacred’ pohutukawa trees  
turn into a menace... p4

In the wake of a Covid-19 scare sparked 
by a woman who attended gym classes at Les 
Mills Takapuna before realising she was unwell 
last month, 409 people in the wider Les Mills 
gym community were tested. All returned a 
negative result. 

The woman, a border worker, took three 
classes on 9 and 10 September, before also 
shopping at the Milford Centre on the second 
day. Several days later she became unwell and 
recorded a positive test, triggering a public 
health alert. This provoked a flurry of tests 
among those deemed close contacts and among 
other worried community members.

A spokesperson for the metro Auckland 
DHBs (Waitematā, Auckland and Counties 
Manukau) said in the month taking in the dates 
of the scare, 5695 tests were done at the North-
cote community testing centre on College Rd. 

This is the main testing site on the lower North 
Shore. The test numbers were recorded from 12 
August until 21 September. Tests were also done 
at other local medical centres and urgent care 
clinics, she said, although a detailed breakdown 
of these figures could not be provided.

The scare prompted deep cleans of the gym 
and of the Warehouse and Countdown, along 
with extra attention to public areas at the Mil-
ford Centre. Gym attendance numbers dipped 
initially, but quickly bounced back.

“We’re once again seeing full classes within 
level-2 restrictions, with distancing and room 
limits in place,” said Takapuna Les Mills 
manager Peter Pearless. Anti-viral fogging was 
also employed. 

All 86 people who were deemed close gym 
class contacts had been contacted, isolated 
and tested, with all returning a negative result. 
Pearless said it had been a stressful time for 
members and staff.   

The Milford Centre said it had not fielded 
calls of concern or comments to its information 

kiosk from shoppers. The woman who later 
tested positive had spent only a short time at the 
centre in the late morning and the big stores she 
visited both had well-established procedures in 
place for dealing with Covid, said a spokesper-
son. The centre itself had undertaken an extra 
spray treatment to its central area after learning 
of the visit. It had stepped up cleaning in high-
touch areas. 

The metro DHBs spokesperson said it had 
worked closely with providers on the North 
Shore to ensure there was good access to testing.

“We continue to encourage anyone who has 
any cold or flu-like symptoms to get a Covid-19 
test. A Covid-19 test is free of charge, whether 
you are displaying symptoms of Covid-19 or 
not.” Those eligible for free testing did not have 
to be a New Zealand citizen or resident.

Testing is provided by GPs as well as at the 
Northcote centre, or at one of six designated 
North Shore practices and three urgent-care 
clinics.  The full list is on the Auckland Regional 
Public Health Service website.

OPEN 
Lunch, Tasting

 & Events 
Every day from 11.30 am 
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North Shore residents flood Covid testing stations

17 Fraser Avenue, Northcote
Ph: 09 418 3118 | Manager: Jo Lochery

amc.manager@annemaree.co.nz
www.annemareeresthome.co.nz

Become part of the Anne Maree Court
family – with rooms now available

COVID SAFE CARE

Anne Maree Court
Rest Home & Hospital
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A find in a cupboard has delighted staff 
of the PumpHouse Theatre, giving a be-
hind-the-scenes glimpse of the Takapuna 
landmark’s conversion into an arts venue. 

The meticulously made 1:50 scale model, 
built in the 1970s, shows the theatre with-
out a number of more-recent extensions. It 
was found in an archives clean-out during 
heightened Covid-19 levels, which have 
hit the number of shows able to be staged. 

The theatre’s community engagement 
co-ordinator, Mags Delaney, was cleaning 
out a cupboard, sorting old records to send 
to the museum, when she came across the 
wooden model and two smaller ceramic 
versions. 

“It must be 40 years old at least,” she said. 
The metre-long model was made for the 
North Shore Theatre and Arts Trust by an 
Auckland designer, Peter Gossage.

Old newspaper clippings quoted him 
saying it took 100 hours to make. The model 
was made with a roof that lifted off to show 
the stage and seating arrangements of the 
PumpHouse shortly before it opened as a 
community arts venue.  

Gossage, who worked in television, is also 
known for the classic children’s book How 
Maui Slowed the Sun.

The model has suffered some damage over 
the years. The chimney of the building is 
not anchored to the base and its roof rafters 
are missing. 

The PumpHouse is hoping to find some-
one willing to restore it. “If we can get it 
fixed we might put it in a perspex box on 
display in the foyer,” said Delaney. Theatre-
goers would be able to see how much had 
changed over the decades, with the addition 
of a box office, extra space for offices and a 
green room. A roof had also been added to an 
outdoor area to create the Coalbunker studio.

Delaney hopes repairs can be made by 
May next year, in time for the 50th anniver-
sary of the formation of the trust. The group 
spent years working to transform the 1905 
building into an arts venue.

Historic theatre model unearthed in cupboard

Pumped up… theatre administrator Mags Delaney is delighted a piece of PumpHouse Theatre history can 
be restored
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Sun 18 October 
at 2.30pm
PROGRAMME

Ravel  Le Tombeau de Couperin
J Conus Violin Concerto in E minor 1898

Sinding Suite im alten Stil Op 10
Poulenc Sinfonietta

ST MATTHEW-IN-THE-CITY
Cnr of Wellesley & Hobson Street, Auckland City

SOLOIST 
Andrew Beer

CONDUCTOR 
José Aparicio

Just a ferry trip to the first classical concert 
on a Sunday afternoon in the  

Centre of Auckland post lockdown

Carved pillars of hope are among artworks 
going on display as part of the first Milford 
Centre Sculpture Trail – with a pay-off for 
charity. 

 Navy marae manager Ngahiwi Williams’ 
five pou representing the strength of whanau 
in the face of Te Korekore or the darkness 
that surrounds mental health will be on show 
with the work of nine other artists. 

The week-long exhibition will benefit 
Mike King’s I Am Hope Foundation. 

It is being held during Auckland Art Week 
(10-18 October) and will help fill a big gap 
in the North Shore arts calendar, after the 
Covid-19 related cancellation of the Sculp-
ture on the Shore show. 

Walker, like several other of the artists 
on the trail, had been selected to show at 
the biennial Sculpture on the Shore held 
at Fort Takapuna. He welcomed the fresh 
opportunity the Milford trail provided and 
is now part-way through completing new 
work especially for it. 

So too are other Shore participants, includ-
ing Bill Hayes, a resident artist at the Lake 
House Arts Centre for 23 years, who taught 
ceramics there for a decade, and Devonport 
painter Graham Downs, who has switched 
mediums to shape a large rudder he found 
in the sea. The fourth Shore participant is 
Christian Nicolson from Torbay, who like 
Downs, is well known for his paintings 
featuring the sea.

The trail has been curated for the centre 
by a Devonport gallery co-director, Mike 
Geers, who said it featured some spectacular 
large pieces. 

The rudder Downs has shaped into an ode 
to seafaring, with carving, painting and metal 
work additions, stands three metres tall. 

Hayes has worked a piece almost that 
long. Called ‘To Market’, it is a skeletal man 
hand-fabricated in steel with a brain and a 
heart inserted, pulling a cart laden with ce-
ramic vessels. Originally conceived s small 
bronze, the work grew to bring together his 
varying skills and mediums. 

Walker’s pou stand at varying heights, 
representing a kaumatua, a kuia, male and 
female leaders and mokopuna. The tallest 
rises above his head. At the base of each 
pou, his chisel marks signify the darkness 
that challenges us all, with other symbols 
varying to depict different whanau charac-
teristics that can combat this. “If you’ve got 
the darkness there in the family, it affects 
everyone.”

The Devonport resident, who hails from 
the East Coast and is of Ngati Porou descent, 
has managed Devonport Naval Base’s Te 
Taua Moana Marae for several years. It hosts 
community as well as Navy events. Walker 
was approached by Geers to show and said 
the cause the gallery owner wanted to back 
was convincing. 

“The kaupapa is good,” he said, referring 
to the fact a portion of any works sold at the 

free-to-attend show will go to King’s foun-
dation to help deal with mental health issues. 

Hayes also supports the cause. The Amer-
ican-born artist – who last year completed 
a commission featuring a sextant to stand 
at Cooks Beach to commemorate Captain 
Cook’s journey to New Zealand 250 years 
ago and the Transit of Venus – said he im-
agined his sculpture would sit best outside, 
but he didn’t try to contemplate where it 
might end up. “You make these works and 
you hope someone finds them interesting.”  

A centre spokesperson, Kate Carey, said it 
wanted to mark Art Week on the Shore and in 
working with Geers it was also able to help 
the foundation. “Bringing high-class art into 
a public space was a way of offering some 

Sculptures set to surprise mall shoppers:           Pou, pots and a find from the sea

Post man... Ngahiwi Williams with 
some of his unfinished pou
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New Season Arrivals!
l

Superior Spanish craftsmanship

New to Mikko!
         MILFORD       121 Kitchener Road       09 972 2354Shop online   -   www.mikkoshoes.nz

support to artists hit by cancellations in 
what had been a tough year.” The artworks 
would be dotted around the central spaces 

of the centre, she said. Some were sizeable 
additions. 

Private guided tours are available to ex-

plain the works. These are free, but must be 
booked, with details on the Milford Centre 
website.

Sculptures set to surprise mall shoppers:           Pou, pots and a find from the sea

Steel and ceramics... Bill Hayes, resident artist at the Lake House for 23 years, is among other artists with 
work on the Milford Centre Sculpture Trail 
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Our Pure Fiji Superfacial 
is exactly what your skin  
needs right NOW!

PURE FIJI SUPERFACIAL
Enjoy a replenishing Pure Fiji 
Facial with all the traditional 
comforting Island aromas. 

We’ve included a FREE diamond 
tip microdermabrasion to elevate 
exfoliation and increase product 
penetration. Your skin will feel soft, 
smooth, hydrated and bright.

$110 valuEd at $220.

Book with kate or sarah,
phone 486 6880 today  
or email info@levisage.co.nz

Level 1  |  161 Kitchener Road  |  Milford

Chelsea cup winners… (from left) Vanesa Cutfield, Vivian Yang, Aishi Das, Shona Nakano, Jacqui 
Anderson, Hyeok Min, Matt Alexander, Matavao Fanguna, Sion Wiggin, Matt Shearer and Riki McLachlan

Milford Tennis Club won the prestigious 
Chelsea Cup in both the men’s and women’s 
divisions this year – 34 years after it previously 
achieved the rare double.

The Chelsea Cup has been the top prize 
for premier North Harbour tennis teams since 
1986, when Milford last won both women’s 
and men’s grades. 

Covid-19 restrictions played a part in the 
dual success this year: Men’s captain and 
number one Matt Alexander usually heads 

to overseas to in 2020 he was trapped in 
New Zealand and won both his singles and 
doubles matches in Milford’s 5-1 win against 
Whangaparaoa in the final. 

The top two Milford women, Vivian Yang 
and Shona Nakano, were also stuck in New 
Zealand enabling Milford to field its top team 
in the finals series. 

The women’s final was closer than the 
men’s. Milford won 4-2  over Northcote, but 
it could have easily gone into a countback 

until an excellent performance by 12-year-
old Aishi Das in the last match, with Milford 
leading 3-2. Aishi lost the first set 7-6, but took 
control in the second 6-1 and then rounded out 
the match 6-2.

“She’s just amazing for her age,” said team 
captain Vanesa Cutfield. The wins in 2020 
continue a golden couple of years for Milford, 
now New Zealand’s largest club. Last year, it 
opened a purpose-built new clubhouse over-
looking the courts and Lake Pupuke.

Covid-19 has positive spin for Milford Tennis Club 
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Parking overstayers in the front section of 
the Milford shopping centre car park are being 
hit with fines for the first time. 

Auckland Transport (AT) began issuing 
warning notices last month, but has since 
stepped up its enforcement action to fines. 

These start at $12 for over-staying the two-
hour limit by less than 30 minutes, rising in 
steps to $30 for a breach of more than two hours 
and up to $57 for all-day parkers.

The crackdown is a spin-off from an AT 
survey on parking in the Milford town centre. 

AT recommended no charges for street 
parking in the commercial area “at this stage”. 
Parking availability was deemed adequate, with 
most parkers staying for an hour or less. But in 
the council-owned section of the mall car park, 
where average peak-time occupancy was more 
than 90 per cent, it decided enforcement would 
encourage turnover of spaces. 

The area being policed is accessed from 
Kitchener Rd and sits between New World and 
the Milford Senior Citizens Hall on one side and 
the main entry to Milford Centre.

“AT is expecting that the overall parking 
situation in this carpark will improve signifi-
cantly once enforcement starts,” said the report, 
tabled at the September monthly meeting of the 
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board. 

The Observer has since confirmed that en-
forcement is under way.

The Milford parking study and another 
on Devonport, which raises the prospect of 
installing parking meters there, was received 
by the board, but not without some comment. 

Jan O’Connor cautioned that if AT intro-
duced meters to Devonport, on top of those 
already in Takapuna, then “it will go down to 
Milford, because as night follows day there is 

more money in meters. It should all be short-
term parking.”

Member Trish Deans said that until a work-
shop last month, the board had not had any 
notification from AT that meters were in the 
offing for Devonport’s main streets. Toni van 
Tonder said she too thought time-limited park-
ing was to be standardised, but without meters. 

Parking on central Milford streets is well 
below the 85 per cent average peak-time oc-
cupancy rate that triggers AT to recommend 
charging. In Devonport, it sat at 82 per cent in 
a mid-year count, prompting AT to raise the 
prospect of meters, although Deans noted it 
did this only on page 69 of its detailed report. 

The much shorter Milford report assessed 
parking in an area bounded by the bottom of 
Shakespeare Rd, Omana Rd, Craig Rd, Milford 
Rd to the beach heading south, then back up 
Saltburn Rd to Kitchener Rd, across that and 
down Pierce Rd towards the lake, across to 
Otakau Rd and back to rejoin Shakespeare Rd. 

Towards the beach end of the zone much of the 
parking occupancy was found to be under 70 
per cent. On the south side of Kitchener Rd 
it was 70-85 per cent. Occupancy above 85 
per cent was reported only in the car-park off 
Kitchener Rd, along Milford Rd closest to the 
mall (which is mostly short-term parking) and 
on Frieston Rd. 

AT surveyed the area on 28 and 29 July and 
1 August. The board had advised delaying the 
survey until the mall redevelopment was done, 
but AT felt doing it sooner would highlight any 
current problems. Aside from recommending 
parking-limit enforcement in the car-park, it 
found that the current 30-minute limit in the 
town centre was working and that parking on 
residential streets, while “quite busy, could be 
monitored pending further review. 

Reviewing Milford’s parking again after 
redevelopment of the mall (where apartments 
are being built on site) would allow the true im-
pact of completion to be understood, AT said.

Parking restrictions bite at Milford town centre

Smales Farm and Takapuna Beach will 
host two of the ‘Summernova’ series of 
activities designed to wrap around the 
America’s Cup.

Running from December through March, 
a programme of more than 10 events was 
officially announced last week, although 
some of the activities had already been 
confirmed, including the Waterbourne 
festival on Takapuna Beach Reserve from 
27 February until 21 March. Described as a 
sustainable beach festival, this will offer live 
music, water sport and cultural experiences 
along with food and beverages.

Another North Shore event on the 

programme is the Sunsetter Food, Wine 
and Music Festival to be held on Saturday 
13 February at Smales Farm. The idea 
is to transform the business park into an 
urban oasis, rocking with live music, food 
and drinks.

Summernova is sponsored by global 
fashion brand Prada, which is also an 
America’s Cup sponsor. 

Supernova, under the umbrella of 
Auckland Tourism, Events and Economic 
Development (Ateed), includes arts, sports 
and cultural showcases, with events also 
held at Britomart and along the Tamaki 
Drive waterfront.

‘Summernova’ hits the Shore
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Building trust via the integrity of its ex-
pertise and transparency of operation are the 
drivers of success for Burgers Motor Works 
owner Jamie McDonald.

“Trust is everything for us. That’s trust in 
our team’s expertise and trust in our process-
es,” McDonald says.

Burgers Motor Works, located on Archers 
Rd Wairau, specialises in the service and re-
pair of the big four European brands – BMW, 
Audi, VW and Mercedes – and prides itself 
on the fact that McDonald and six of his sev-
en employees are dealer-trained.

“I did my apprenticeship at the old Jerry 
Clayton BMW dealership in Takapuna, and 
I typically hire mechanics with extensive 
training and experience from BMW, AUDI, 
VW and Mercedes dealerships,” McDonald 
says.

“With our dealer trained team, we pride 
ourselves as experts.” 

McDonald also believes in absolute trans-
parency over work done at Burgers Motor 
Works. “We take photos of any issues we find 
and all significant measurements and diag-
nostics we take, which keeps our customers 
informed of what is going on with their car at 
any given time and builds trust.”

McDonald says he looks to build trust first 
and make money second.

“A lot of people come to us because they 
are fed up with paying a premium for main-
tenance done on an ageing car and want a 
reliable and cost-effective alternative.

“Most people come to us after their dealer 
warranty has finished. So most of our cus-
tomers have cars that are five-six years old, 
when people need maintenance options that 
are reasonable,” he says.

Customers also appreciate the seven cour-
tesy cars available for their use while cars are 
in the workshop.

Burgers Motor Works does a lot of me-
chanical warranty work for insurance com-
panies. It has an extensive network of me-
chanical experts and parts specialists and 
can offer its customers the choice of genuine 
parts or OEM / aftermarket parts.

“We have a European-parts seller onsite so 
the potential wait time for parts is reduced 
considerably and we can get you back on the 
road as fast as possible,” McDonald says.

“Our workshop is well equipped with the 
latest diagnostics equipment and we have 

a strong network of experts in the trade so 
there’s very little we can’t handle.”

McDonald, who grew up in Birkenhead, 
went to Rosmini College and studied Busi-
ness at Massey University, bought Burgers 
Motor Works from founder Burgers Oost-
huizen in December 2017, after selling a 
successful trucking company he built up 
with his father. “After selling the trucking 
business, I did a brief stint in commercial 
real estate, but wanted to follow my passion 
for the motor trade. When I came across 
Burgers Motor Works it ticked a lot of boxes 
for me.”

McDonald is also a former champion 
Sprint Car racer, and still races on weekends. 
He has been successful over the years, in-
cluding winning the New Zealand Champi-
onship in 2007.

McDonald believes Burgers Motor Works’ 
transparent approach combined with  
expertise from dealer-trained mechanics 
sets it apart from other mechanic shops.  
“Sometimes the root cause of a problem has an  
inexpensive fix, but if you don’t know what to 
look for you can end up replacing the wrong 
part,” he says.

“We know what to look for!”

Trust is key to success for European 
car specialist Burgers Motor Works

EUROPEAN CAR SERVICES
SPECIALISTS IN THE SERVICE AND REPAIR OF
BMW, AUDI, MERCEDES AND VOLKSWAGEN

197 ARCHERS ROAD, GLENFIELD, NORTH SHORE  |  P:  09 444 3965  |  E:  WORKSHOP@BURGERSMOTORWORKS.CO.NZ
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Hear Together,
North Shore

Hearing Testing Hearing Aids & Repairs

Tinnitus Support Custom Earplugs

Call 09 475 9849
teresaburnshearing.co.nz

215 Wairau Road, Glenfield

Fortnightly Clinic: 2 Fleet Street, Devonport

100% Locally 
Owned

Secondary-school sport has been badly 
disrupted by Covid-19 restrictions, giving 
students little opportunity to test themselves 
in competition, but some highlights have still 
been recorded. 

Carmel College sports director Annie 
Sadlier said, “The impact of this shortened 
season will be felt for many years to come in 
terms of development of athletes and, for the 
year 13s, losing what should have been their 
pinnacle year of school sport.” 

For Carmel, the high points included 
Robyn Spark being named in the national 
senior women’s water polo squad, Manon 
Bonar making the national  Under 17 beach 
volleyball team and Grace Buxton and Maria 
Hanabadi being named in the national junior 
women’s beach volleyball team.

Rosmini College 1st XV rugby coach Jacob 
Corbett said, “It’s a glass half full vs glass half 
empty situation. Although we weren’t able to 
complete the season and send our Year 13s out 
on a positive note, we are incredibly grateful 
that we were able to play any rugby in 2020 
with everything that is going on right now.” 

One of the biggest highlights this season 
for Rosmini’s 1st XV was a victory at home 
against Whangarei Boys High School. “The 
team set themselves a goal to restore pride in 
the jersey and represent the school’s old boys 
well. The indication of their success in this 

Sports cancellations but cream still rising to top
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Massive apartment complex planned for Esmonde Rd 

Milford’s top rated agency
Over 50 five star Google reviews from satisfied clients.
Get in touch now to find out what makes our service special.

Henry Barfoot
Branch Manager

021 2743 679 • hbarfoot@barfoot.co.nz

Milford
180 Kitchener Road
09 489 5049

A major apartment development rising 
to seven storeys is planned to replace the 
Harbourside Church on Esmonde Rd. 

Four blocks of varying heights are pro-
posed, with plans for these to incorporate a 
cafe and other facilities open to the public.

An application has been lodged by King-
stone Properties Ltd for two of an envisaged 
three stages of development on the property 
at 48 Esmonde Rd. 

The 2.1ha waterfront site sold for $40 
million last year.  

The Stage 1 block on the eastern edge of 
the site would be run as managed hotel-style 
accommodation. 

Stage 2 groups together three buildings of 
mostly studio and one-bedroom apartments 
aimed at first-home buyers. 

Winners are grinners… Rosmini fullback Keano Kini scored two tries in its 31-5 win over  
Takapuna Grammar last weekend.  Story, pictures, page 10 

Rosmini wins local derby with Takapuna

Issue 1 – 15 March 2019DELIVERED FORTNIGHTLY AN INDEPENDENT VOICEIssue 1 – 15 March 2019DELIVERED FORTNIGHTLY AN INDEPENDENT VOICEIssue 35 – July 24, 2020

Higher honours… Rosmini 
fullback Keano Kini was picked 
for the Blues development squad

Hospitality businesses are counting down 
to a hoped-for Covid-19 alert-level ‘1.5’, says 
Takapuna Beach Business Association chief 
executive Terence Harpur. With the rest of the 
country at level 1 and Auckland having relaxed 
from level 2.5 to level 2 last week, allowing 
bigger gatherings, trading regulations were still 
challenging in bars and eateries, he said. 

Figures from Takapuna showed that while 
there had been an immediate rebound on the 

move out of level 3, the retail returns had not 
been fully sustained. The latest Marketview data 
showed total spending in Takapuna in the week 
ending 13 September had been down 11.7 per 
cent compared with the same week in 2019. 
The week earlier it was down just 3.5 per cent.

“When we dropped down to level 2.5, retail 
enjoyed an instant rebound, largely thanks to 
some pent-up consumer demand. However, 
with level 2.5 then extended, trade started 

slowing again, so level 2 will be disappointing 
to many businesses, especially our bars, cafes, 
and restaurants,” says Mr Harpur.

Spending on hospitality and accommodation 
was down 22.5 per cent on the same week a 
year earlier, the latest data showed.Harpur urged 
businesses to consider the wider cost to retailers 
when staff were working from home. “The 
busted harbour bridge is not helping either. We 
really need everyone to come back to the office.”

Yo-yo retail rebound hoped for as Covid levels drop

was shown with great interest building around 
the team and crowd numbers increasing at 
every game,” said Corbett. 

He hopes the side can springboard from the 
momentum created this year into a positive 

season in 2021.
1st XV captain and centre Rory Taylor and 

fullback Keano Kini were selected for the Bar-
barians-Blues Under 18 Development Squad. 

They were to participate in a week-long 
camp in the first week of the school holidays, 
culminating in a game against the Chiefs U18 
Squad. The North Harbour U18 Squad is yet 
to be announced but Rosmini is expecting to 
have several players in that team.

Westlake Boys High School sports director 
Paul Strang said major casualties of winter 
sports cancellations included the National 
Cross Country Championships, the National 
Cycling Championships and the North Island 
Orienteering Champs. “Many will talk of loss 
and unfinished business this year, but we pre-
fer to focus on what has been gained,” he said.  

Westlake Boys premier hockey side had 
a strong season: they were North Harbour 
Champions, beating Rosmini 2-1 in the final.

Westlake’s 1st XV were unbeaten and top 
of the table when the winter sports season was 
cancelled. The school’s premier football and 
basketball teams were also progressing well 
and in semi-final contention. 

1st XV captain and half back Brook Rob-
son, wing Taufuai Lolohea, fullback Caleb 
Tangitau and prop Righard Snyman have 
been selected for the Barbarians-Blues Under 
18 Squad. 
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DINE  
& WIN 
in Takapuna!in Takapuna!

Taste of Taka

 WORTH OF 
DINING PRIZES

A year’s worth of Takapuna dining vouchers 
plus more prizes to be won!

Simply spend $20 or more in one 
transaction in any participating 

hospitality business in Takapuna, upload 
your transaction details to our website, 

and you’re in the draw to win!

$4,000$4,000

1ST PRIZE:

1-31  
OCTOBER  

2020

1-31  
OCTOBER  

2020

Visit  
ilovetakapuna.co.nz 
to enter and  
for further 
competition details.
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DAMP LEAKY BASEMENT? 
WANT TO ADD VALUE TO YOUR HOME AND MAXIMISE USE OF SPACE?

RECLAIM, REVIVE AND REFIT YOUR UNUSABLE 
BASEMENT SPACE WITH WATERPROOFING  
SOLUTIONS LTD AND NEWTON SYSTEM 500.

Need extra space? Another bedroom, rumpus 
room, home theatre, second lounge?  The new Post 
Covid environment sees homeowners and buyers 
alike looking for extra space, and home offices/ 
studies.    A recent article in Stuff,  using actual 
REINZ sales data over past 12 months, showed the 
average cost of moving from a 3 bedroom house 
to a four bedroom property on the North Shore of 
Auckland is $300 000.00.

Traditional NZ solutions for leaking basement 
areas involved either excavation and re-
waterproofing (very costly, often impossible and 
just replacing what has already failed) or internal 
coatings that can’t be guaranteed and can’t be 
penetrated, severely limiting options to fit out and 
decorate the areas. 

Now there is a guaranteed, Codemarked, proven 
system to reclaim your existing basement space 

and develop it without restriction NEWTON SYSTEM 
500.    Tried and tested for over 30 years in the UK 
by John Newton & Co, the UKs longest established 
waterproofing company.

Newton System 500 is the perfect solution to 
remedial basement waterproofing, fully guaranteed 
for the life of the structure, maintainable and with 
no limitations on how the remediated space is 
fitted out.  Perfect for large commercial spaces and 
domestic basements where a dry environment is 
required, and peace of mind needed.  The following 
photos show before and after of a completed 

domestic basement in Northcote.
Waterproofing Solution Ltd are NZ first and 

premier installers of this system.  We can manage 
to entire process for you including fit out and 
decorating.

Add value and utility to your home by using existing 
space, for far less than buying a new property.

Contact us now for a  
free consultation and 

assessment of your property.

dave@waterproofsolutions.co.nz
www.waterproofsolutions.co.nz 
Dave Edwards  021 331971

says deputy principal Angela White. 
The thieves stole the school’s garden hose 

and all of its fittings, destroyed garden beds 
and stripped plants bare. 

“The students were able to collect a wheel-
barrow full of what was left on the ground,” 
White says. “The thieves were able to take a 
substantial amount of produce.” 

Thieves ransack school gardens

Pride and joy... Forrest Hill School gardens before they were 
ransacked

From page 1

Forrest Hill school was the first school on 
the North Shore to adopt the ‘Garden to table’ 
programme to encourage students to grow 
healthy food. The students had been growing 
and harvesting produce to cook healthy recipes 
MasterChef style. 

Every two weeks, the school’s year 5 stu-
dents create recipes and make meals to feed 
around 35 people. 

Anyone with  information about the theft, or 
who would like to help the school with its gar-
dens, is asked to call the school on 09 410 8939.

Thief at work... an image of 
one of the intruders, caught on 
security footage



The RangiToTo obseRveR  Page 12 OctOber 2, 2020

Local politicians are fighting to retain the right 
to make decisions over weed management on 
local footpaths and roadsides, including the use 
of chemical sprays. 

Plans to impose an Auckland-wide approach  
to spraying have sparked community concern, 
with Devonport-Takapuna Local Board mem-
bers caught in the crossfire.

Members do not support proposals in an 
Auckland Council weed-management report that 
would scrap hot-water spraying and use more of 
the contentious chemical glyphosate citywide. 
They voted unanimously against standardisation.

Board chair Aidan Bennett said he was sure 
he was not alone in being peppered with texts 
and emails urging chemical spray methods be 
totally rejected. 

To keep more than 5000km of urban roadsides 
clear of weeds, the council wants to align the 
historically different methods of management 
used across various local-board areas. 

In the Devonport-Takapuna area, hot-water 
spray is commonly used, with limited use 
of glyphosate spray on resistant weed types. 
“There’s a bit of an urban myth that Devonport 
is completely spray-free,” observed member 
Ruth Jackson.

The Project Streetscapes: Weed Management 
report recommends citywide use of a cheaper 
combination of plant-based herbicide and spot 
spraying of glyphosate. “This is estimated to lead 
to a reduction in glyphosate, carbon emissions 
and water usage across the region while achiev-
ing effective control,” it said. 

Board deputy chair George Wood said it 
would be hard to get the approach accepted 
locally, given there was less chemical spraying 
in the board area than many other parts of the 
city. “I’m concerned this is to be sorted out by a 
committee of the governing body and Roundup 
is going to figure pretty highly,” he said.

Jackson said: “This sounds like a drop in ser-
vice levels, by one-size-fits-all delivery.” 

A “definitive position” hadn’t been taken by 
the council, an official told the meeting. The 
aim was to maintain standards, have a regional 
decision made  and “then we can look at the  
local boards.” 

Several board members said matters were 
being rushed. They wanted more information, 
including the results of trials of other methods 
of control, including foam treatment, which they 
had been told previously were in train. 

“Aren’t we putting the cart before the horse?” 
member Trish Deans said. The council’s policy 
for parks and open spaces set in 2013 was to 
reduce agri-chemical use overall, she said. Any 
proposals should recognise this, yet, confusion 
existed about measuring how much glyphosate 
was being used. Deans wanted more detail and 
better public notification through local news-
papers when any chemical spraying was done. 

Bennett said: “One day, everyone would like 
to not use chemicals, but that day is not here 
yet.” Other methods were more expensive and 
less effective. This had been seen with playing 
fields, he said. (After lobbying by the North 
Shore Cricket Club, a decade-long policy of no 

chemical spraying on Devonport Domain was 
reversed by the board in late 2019. Other sports 
grounds were already being sprayed.)

Jackson said, like many people, she did not 
want agri-chemicals used. An exception was 
glyphosate for nut grass, because “you can’t get 
rid of it any other way”.

The Kaipatiki Local Board also opposes stand-
ardised control. All of Auckland’s 21 local boards 
are giving their feedback, with the council’s 
Environment and Climate Change Committee 
due to decide on the proposals on 12 November.

Bus trips on the 842 route from 
Crown Hill to Smales Farm will be 
halved as part of Auckland Transport 
(AT) cost-cutting moves, prompted 
by Covid-19 revenue shortfalls. The 
peak-only weekday service will run 
every 20 minutes, rather than every 
10 minutes, taking effect from late 
January, 2021. A spokesperson said 
AT believed there was still sufficient 
capacity for passengers riding to the 
Smales Farm bus station.

Express interrupted
The NX2 bus service will no longer 

run as far north as Hibiscus Coast on 
its weekend late-night trips. Two trips 
on Saturdays and two on Sundays will 
from late January instead terminate 
at Albany.

Board fights for autonomy over weed-spraying Bus cuts loom
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Tele 
Cucumber

2for$3

Avocado

2for$3

Button Mushrooms$8.99
kg

Oranges

$1.49
ea

Asparagus

$5.00
2 bunches

Fancy 
Lettuce
$1.99

ea

Red 
Capsicums

2for$3

12C Clarence Street, Devonport
Phone 09 213 0494

Open 7.30am – 6.30pm daily

Hauraki Corner, Takapuna
Phone 09 215 8570

Open 7.30am – 6.30pm daily

Extra checks 
for building site

Foundation and earth works at a 
Takapuna apartment development site 
will be in for extra checks, Auckland 
Council says. 

Residents living near the site at 42-44 
Byron Ave had raised concerns about 
work there (Observer, 18 September). 
Worksafe closed the site down briefly 
after a slip along the boundary which 
undermined a neighbour’s garage, 
meaning he could no longer use it 
or his driveway. Noise and vibrations 
from pile driving was another cause 
of complaint from those living nearby.

A council spokesperson said staff 
visited the site immediately after they 
were informed about the slip to assess 
and manage safety issues. The garage 
area was fenced off and a Dangerous 
Building Notice was subsequently 
issued restricting access.

The developer was required to 
complete approved remedial works 
and stabilise the slip to ensure no 
further collapse occurs.

The council said it would closely 
monitor the works to ensure they were 
up to standard. 

“Additionally, all foundation and 
earthworks at 42-44 Byron Ave will 
now undergo extensive assessment to 
ensure compliance,” the spokesperson 
said.

“Carefully loving  
your little angel as  

they learn and grow”

0-6
years

open: 7am
close: 6.00pm Takapuna

A new sewing machine has been bought by 
the busy volunteer mask makers of the North 
Shore Hospital Auxiliary group. On top of mak-
ing 400 masks to give to hospital mental health 
service users, the team has been selling their 
masks to the public for $5. Since their fundraiser 
featuring in the last Observer, around 150 masks 
have been sold. They can be bought on Monday, 
Wednesday or Friday from 10am to 2pm at the 
auxiliary’s base at 136 Shakespeare Rd (near 
the hospital entrance), through the group’s 
Facebook page or by contacting president Linda 
Smalley on 021 620 373.

Takapuna Normal 
holds 50th jubilee 

Takapuna Normal Intermediate School holds 
its 50th Jubilee next month. It will have an open 
day at the school  on Friday 13 November, with 
student tours for ex-pupils and ex-staff, followed 
by an evening mix and mingle. Old photos, 
school memorabilia and writing from current  
students will be on display. The school will 
also open a time capsule from the 25th Jubilee 
in 1995. Students and staff members have made 
tiles that will be displayed on five poles in the 
garden to represent the school’s five decades. 
Contact the school at admin@tnis.school.nz

The ‘Beacon’ sculpture in Milford Reserve is 
a finalist for several top design awards.Sculptor 
Ling Ea’s striking reflective work has been 
shortlisted in three categories in the Designers 
Institute’s annual Best Design Awards. The 
winners will be announced on 13 November.  A 
week earlier, a Covid-delayed public function 
will be held to celebrate the sculpture, introduce 
the artist and also recognise 127 years since 
women won the vote in New Zealand. Beacon 
and its purple lighting was inspired by the suf-
frage movement. The event is on Saturday 8 
November, beginning at the Milford Cruising 
Club at 10.30am, then moving on to the reserve. 

Shining light

The Takapuna North Community Trust 
has free fun art and craft activities 
for primary-aged children lined up on 
Wednesdays during the holidays. The 
second session will be from 10am to 
1pm on Wednesday next week, at the 
Mary Thomas building at 3 Gibbons 
Rd Takapuna. Caregiver supervision is 
required. 

Parent Amy Ellis from Castor Bay said: “I 
often visit the Takapuna North Community 
Trust preschool play. It is always set up 
with lots of engaging age-appropriate 
toys for preschoolers. It is a place where 
children can interact alongside other 
children.” She said with many activities 
and venues for kids not yet reopened, 
it’s refreshing to have preschool play 
activities available. “Parents can interact 
with other parents or just take a mental 
break and have a cup of tea, while the 
little ones are amused.” 

Free art and craft 
over school holidays

New recycling hub
B:HIVE and Smales Farm have 

partnered with Terracycle to become a 
community collection hub for hard-to-
recycle items. Terracycle recycles items 
such as toothbrushes or used pens 
which would usually go to the landfill. 
Money from the recycling will go to 
Harbour Hospice North Shore. 

New mask-making machine
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We guarantee 
our Workmanship

Backed by over 35 years’ experience 
of quality preparation and painting

ph ross kingdom 
021 723 413

registered 
professional painters Phone COLIN on 480 5864

RECOVER YOUR
LOUNGE SUITE

Call us for a free quotation and put the life
back into that favourite chair or lounge suite

AWARD FURNITURE

North Shore based renovations, 
new builds, design & project  

management since 1985.

Trustworthy licensed builders specialising  
in residential alterations/extensions, 

kitchens, bathrooms, tiling, re-cladding.

Contact Alex Carey on  
0274 660 666, or visit our website 

www.efd.kiwi

FENCE
BROTHERS

www.fencebros.co.nz

• FENCES
• PERGOLAS
•  DECKS

•  REtAiNiNG 
WALLS

•  PROPERtY MAiNtENANCE

CONtACt GREG 
FOR A FREE QUOtE

0800 336 232

“YOUR LOCAL ROOFER”

0800 7663 92
• RE-ROOFS
• NEW ROOFS
• LEAKS
• SPOUTING
www.relayroofing.co.nz

RENE GARDENING

SMALL & MEDIUM TREES
HEDGES & SHRUBS
PRUNING – TRIMMING
GARDEN TIDY UPS 
& MAINTENANCE

We look after your  
garden with care  
and passion. 

facebook.com/ReneGardening

         @renegardening

info@renegardening.co.nz
Rene: 021 134 5604

Refresh your furniture 
with NZ Chalk Paint.

Find out more at 
newtonspaints.co.nz

Located in Castor Bay Ak.
For expert advice 

Phone Ali 09 410 4289

CLASSIFIEDS
FOR SALE

Custommade Lampshades. New or Revamped. Also 
kits & classes offered. Visit www.oscuro.co.nz or 
contact Claire 02102497428 or oscurolampshades@
gmail.com

SERVICES OFFERED
Handyman/Qualified cabinet maker - all work, 
inside & out.  Experienced, prompt & reliable. Ph/Text 
Stu 021 122 9356.

Section Services Trees: pruned, removed.  Hedges: 
trimmed, reduced.  Section tidy-ups.  Insured, qualified 
& local.  Ph Dom 027 222 1223.

Vehicles wanted. Top cash paid for any VANS, UTES, 
TRUCKS, 4X4, CARS - Dead or Alive, damaged, 
de-registered mechanical problem, no WOF - we buy 
it.  Call 0800 333 398.

TUITION
Art for adults - Mastering Art Friday morning classes 
@ Devonport Community house  and online tutoring  
www.lucybucknall.com tel- 021 144 2791.

Guitar Tuition - face-to-face and online acoustic guitar 
lessons with friendly and experienced folk musician/
singer-songwriter based in Devonport. Dave Walker: 
www.facebook.com/guitartui6  Tel: 021 0277 9955.

NCEA Maths Exam specialist. 100% student pass 
rate in 2019. Please ph Peter on 09 445 1899 or  
021 0817 5037.

TUITION
Carer sought for retired gentleman in Devonport. 
This would be a live in situation, rent free and a nego-
tiated hourly remuneration package. Tel 021 079 2235.

Architectural Design
• Extensions/Renovations
• New Builds/Re-clads
• All Consent work

www.dsol.nz
Matt Bates 0276862025

Tony Gasperini
Qualified Local Arborist

Tree & Tall Hedge Specialist

027 770-0099
Devonport, Auckland
tony.gasperini@gmail.com
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Half  
price  
eye test
Now only $30 
Includes OCT advanced 3D eye scan

Specsavers Takapuna  Shore City Shopping Centre 
(Next to Farmers)  Tel 09 486 0311

Applies to comprehensive eye test only, valued at $60. Excludes contact lens examinations and visual field checks. Offer valid at Specsavers Takapuna only.  
Show this ad in store to redeem offer. Offer ends 31 October 2020.
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A soundproof booth is helping North Shore 
Hospital doctors continue patient consultations. 
Using phone and video technology, they have 
been able to keep up with confidential consul-
tations that would normally have been done 
in-person, rather than have to postpone them 
during Covid-19 restrictions. 

Patient feedback to tele-health had been pos-
itive, a spokesperson for the Waitemata District 
Health Board said. Between 23 March and 3 
July, the board had delivered more than 26,500 
virtual appointments, compared with just 1246 
for the whole of 2018.  

“Giving patients the option to connect and 
communicate with their doctor from their own 
home removes hurdles for people, whether this 
is transport, finding child care or having to take 
time off work to go to an appointment,” said the 
chief medical officer, Dr Jonathan Christiansen.

Risks of exposure to Covid were also re-
duced. It was estimated that nearly 100,000 
kilometres in travel and nearly $4 million in 
travel costs and loss of earnings had been saved.

A trial using a pod in the outpatients depart-
ment at North Shore Hospital had the side bene-
fit of freeing up a clinical room for the essential 

appointments that were continuing. The pod 
contained a computer, phone and online toolkit 
for doctors to video call or phone patients.

“Face-to-face consultations are still required 
for many patients for clinical reasons, but if 
high-quality care can be provided via telehealth, 
we offer patients that option,” said Christiansen. 

A second pod would soon be set up in the 
community for patient use as a way to bridge 
the digital divide, said Dr Penny Andrew. This 
would be an eight-week trial. Dr Andrew said 
not everyone had access to a computer, the 
internet or a space to take a call. 

Doctors zoom through appointments

Tsunami sirens were sounded in a test along 
parts of Auckland’s coastline at noon last Sun-
day, but the North Shore was silent.

New sirens at Orewa were among those 
tested, along with around 40 others, most of 
which were installed by the former Waitak-
ere and Rodney District Councils. Gaps in 
the network will be studied by Auckland 
Council to decide if more sirens are needed. 
“This work will help us in deciding whether 
tsunami sirens are appropriate for the rest of 
our coastal communities, such as Devonport,” 
said the principal science adviser for Auckland 
Emergency Management, Angela Doherty, in 
response to an Observer query. 

Two sirens had been added at Orewa be-
cause it was considered a high-risk site due to 
its flat topography and population, she said.

“Before we look at expanding our regional 
siren alerting network, we first need to under-
stand the specific risks damaging tsunamis 
will bring to each community, said Doherty. 
With more than 3000km of coastline, many 
Auckland communities were potentially at 
risk, she said. 

The team was half-way through a 10-year 
project aimed at understanding more about 
these risks. Tsunami inundation (flood) zones 
were being remodelled, using latest techniques. 
“After we’ve completed the new modelling, 

we’ll start looking at how to best support our 
coastal communities and support the existing 
national alerting system, the Emergency Mo-
bile Alert.”

Doherty said the mobile alert was the coun-
try’s primary warning mechanism. “Anything 
we do is to support that system or provide 
additional alerting capability.” Other warnings 
included a sign-up SMS service. 

Sirens in the old Rodney district are sited 
at Omaha, Port Wells, Whangateau, Waiwera 
and Orewa. In Waitakere they are at Te Henga/
Bethells Beach, Piha (north and south), Ka-
rekare, Huia, Little Huia, Whatipu, Te Atatu 
(north and south) and Herald Island.

Shore silent as tsunami sirens tested

Carmel College’s new Adopt-A-Park Club 
has been planting at Sylvan Park as part of a 
new Auckland Council initiative to improve 
Lake Pupuke.

Over winter, Carmel and Sunnynook Primary 
carried out native plantings at Lake Pupuke and 
Lyford Bush at the Sunnynook Reserve. 

Auckland Council Park Ranger Anna Baine 
said, “We are hoping to work with these two 
schools and Takapuna Primary school on a 

range of conservation activities within their 
local parks.”

Auckland Council’s Adopt-A-Park pro-
gramme will help students learn about their 
local parks and its habitats. “It is a wonderful 
opportunity to do something good for the com-
munity and environment,” said Baine. 

Involvement can be tailored to suit each 
school’s needs, from one class completing an 
activity each term, through to the entire school 

being involved. Activities can include picking 
up rubbish, monitoring wildlife or pests, report-
ing damage to parks furniture, and tree planting. 

In addition to the park activities, rangers can 
also run educational sessions with students on 
park-related topics. To learn more about taking 
part, please contact community programme 
rangers Anna Baine at anna.baine@auck-
landcouncil.govt or Glenn Browne at glenn.
browne@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz.

Schools build connections with local parks

Look and learn... Carmel College students learn about native planting at Sylvan Park 
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A major restoration effort at Brian Byrnes 
Reserve in Milford saw 950 native shrubs and 
trees planted last month. 

The North Shore Birdsong Project received 
a planting grant of just under $3000 from the 
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board and Auck-
land Council. 

Auckland Council funded 470 plants and 
the others were funded from a portion of the 
local-board grant. 

Over the last few weeks, nearly 50 com-
munity volunteers helped with planting. Last 
week, Milford Rotarians worked to mulch and 
water the planting area. Recycled coffee sacks 
were also pegged down to protect the trees on 
the Wairau Stream banks.

Takapuna North Community Trust envi-
ronmental coordinator Fiona Martin said, 
“We were running a few weeks late due to 
lockdown, but we squeezed it all in and did 
more than a few bucket trips to the stream to 
water the plants.”

At Smith’s Bush East, off Karaka St, vol-
unteers  just finished planting 120 saplings in 
their special ecological area. “Groundwater 
levels are lower than can sustain some of the 
older trees, so we are seeing large trees like 
the kahikatea or white pine trees dying off,” 
said Martin. 

Smith’s Bush East volunteers are working 
on what they can do to replace dying trees and 
identifying which ground cover plants should 
be growing there for the next planting season.  

Next winter, the North Shore Birdsong Pro-
ject will be looking for planting volunteers for 
the planned ground-cover plantings.

Any new volunteers who are interested in 
helping with maintenance of planting at Brian 
Byrnes Reserve over the next few months can 
contact Martin at enviro@takapuna.co.nz.

Putting their backs into it at Byrnes Reserve

Mulch ado about planting....Milford Rotarians Bruce Rasmussen, Sharon Donohue and Weston Kerr at 
work at Brian Byrnes Reserve

Sack solution...Takapuna North Community Trust environmental 
coordinator Fiona Martin uses coffee sacks to keep the soil moist

Residents disappointed over tree removal
Milford residents are shocked that 

a 50-year-old Puriri tree was cut down 
to make way for the Milford School car 
park. Milford Residents Association 
member, Norma Bott said she was 
disappointed that the school did not do 
more to save the tree. “It is disrespectful 
to cut down a tree so old and especially 

one that is a stepping stone for native 
birds. I spend lots of my free time 
investing in pest control, volunteering 
on different committees to enhance 
our neighbourhood, and with the single 
stroke of a chainsaw, down can come 
a magnificent specimen of a tree,” said 
Bott. 
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When it comes to making 
sure your teenager is in 
the best possible learning 
environment, ensure the 
structure of the school 
will help set them on their 
road to success. 

Kristin Senior School provides:
• High quality staff in teaching, leadership, wellbeing, digital 

learning and other support roles
• Small class sizes (13 students on average) and state-of-the-art 

equipment and facilities
• The choice to study NCEA or the IB Diploma Programme with a 

vast range of subject options and co-curricular opportunities
• A strong focus on student wellbeing, and a positive culture of 

success and aspiration, and so much more! 

Kristin is located at 360 Albany Highway, Albany with dedicated buses across Auckland.

Take a tour and see for yourself! Limited places still available for 2021.  
Visit kristin.school.nz or call our Admissions Manager on 09 415 9566 ext 2324.

Ignite curiosity. 
Fuel dreams.
MAKE THEIR SENIOR SCHOOL YEARS COUNT.

SS Campaign [Engineering] 170x240 [Devonport Flagstaff].indd   1 3/09/20   4:03 PM
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Switch your home to better, faster and more reliable internet.  
Contact your broadband provider and ask for fibre, today.

FIBRE. IT’S HOW  
DEVONPORT  

INTERNETS NOW.

Carmel College swimmer 
Caitlin O’Reilly made the 
most of the second Covid-19 
lockdown by getting stuck into 
training at Takapuna Beach.

Swimming 10km at a time 
in 12 degree water was part 
of the 16-year-old ocean mar-
athon swimmer’s training 
preparation for an attempt 
at swimming 28.6km across 
Foveaux Strait between the 
South and Stewart Islands 
early next year. 

If she is successful, she will 
be the youngest swimmer to 
complete New Zealand’s triple 
crown of marathon swimming: 
Lake Taupo, Cook Strait and 
Foveaux Strait.

“The satisfaction from fin-
ishing and the adrenaline from 
racing keeps me motivated,” 
Caitlin says. 

A documentary, Swimming 
Foveaux, is being made  about 
her latest challenge. 

Caitlin swam Cook Strait, 
a 26km swim which took her 
7 hours and 19 minutes, in 2017, aged 12.

Last year, she swam Lake Taupo, a 40km 
swim taking her 13 hours and 26 minutes.  

“I didn’t want to be a one-hit wonder when 

I finished the Cook Strait, so then I went on 
to complete Lake Taupo,” she says.

Along with Foveaux Strait, she has a fur-
ther goal of completing the Oceans Seven,  
a challenge consisting of seven open water 

channel swims, including the 
English Channel and six other 
swims around the world.

“My first swim, Cook Strait, 
was the hardest mentally be-
cause I finished the swim in 
the dark. 

“I remember looking up, 
seeing land and thinking ‘Okay 
I’m not too far away’. Three 
hours later I was still swim-
ming and crying,” she laughs.

She also remembers swim-
ming at Takapuna Beach, 
when a strap on her watch 
came loose and she thought it 
was a shark brushing her and 
freaked out. 

“Sometimes I’m afraid of 
what could be down there, but 
I always have a board or boat 
nearby so I’m not alone.”

Caitlin trains with the North 
Shore Swimming Club, clock-
ing more than six two-hour 
sessions a week. 

She says her parents have 
always supported her goals, 
as have coaches Ryan Skinner 

and Philip Rush.
To support Caitlin, and help have the 

documentary completed, visit her Facebook 
page ‘Swimming Foveaux’.

Strait up: Carmel’s Caitlin dives into Foveaux challenge

Foveaux bound... Caitlin O’Reilly plans to swim  
the 28.6km between the South and Stewart Islands 
early in 2021
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Support your paper 
for the price of a  
cup of coffee.
Go to devonportflagstaff.co.nz and click on  
‘Become a supporter’ at the top of the page.

Contact your local agent to sell your property locally,  
marketing it in your local paper The Rangitoto Observer

Sell your  
home locally
Between 50 and 70 per cent of  
houses in our area sell to other locals

We deliver to letterboxes and are online so reach all potential buyers

Go to www.rangitoto-observer.co.nz
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An exhibition of heritage photographs of 
Milford gives residents of today a chance to see 
the suburb of yesteryear. 

Beach and town scenes collated by the Mil-
ford Residents Association are among those 
on display. In all, around 60 images are being 
shown at the Milford Centre. 

Residents association co-chair Norma Bott 
said this was the second year the popular ex-
hibition had been mounted, but with different 
images. Her co-chair, Debbie Dunsford, had 
brought her historian’s skills into play with 
insightful captions. 

Over the last few years the association has 
gathered around 300 images, drawn from the 
National Library and other public sites, and 
also collected from private individuals. “I spent 
Covid collating a database,” said Bott. 

Images from the collection would also feature 
at the rescheduled Milford Big Day Out, which 
is now planned for late November. With the 
day’s organiser, the Wairau Estuary Environ-
mental Protection Society, focusing on healthy 
waterways, Bott said this would be a chance to 
show early images of Wairau Creek.

The mall exhibition, supported by the Mil-
ford Business Association, and the shopping 
centre owner, who is providing use of a spare 
space next to the Health 2000 store, runs until 
November. 

Showcasing Milford’s past

24 Milford Road, Milford, Auckland

Milford Centre 
Sculpture Trail

ARTWEEK 10 -18 OCTOBER 
Learn more milfordcentre.co.nzOPENING 

EVENT
10TH  OCT

+ MORE

Picture this...  
scenes from old Milford
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On the surface, a rumble through African 
history over the last 100-or-so years could 
seem a repetitive catalogue of despots and 
corruption, with little to teach us other than  
‘power corrupts’. 

But in the capable hands of former BBC 
journalist Paul Kenyon, his Dictatorland offers 
much more.

All the usual suspects of post-colonial ex-
cess – including Robert Mugabe and Colonel 
Gaddafi – are profiled, alongside the political 
machinations that brought them to power.

Kenyon’s strength is how he intermingles the 
rise of the dictators with other forces at play: 
the dying days of the colonial regimes and rise 
of their replacements; the diamond, oil and 
cocoa industries. 

It’s no academic study. Historical data is ex-
pertly woven into Kenyon’s own on-the-ground 
reporting and interviews with exiles, warlords 
and refugees. 

The true cost of Western foreign policy is laid 
bare – Africans end up paid a pittance to supply 
oil and chocolate to the West, while their leaders 
salt millions away into Swiss bank accounts, 
at the same time as grabbing photo-ops on the 
world stage with leaders such as Tony Blair and 
Barack Obama, who knew full well the carnage 

being wrought on the wider population.
Dictatorland is journalism in its highest 

form,  shedding light on some of the world’s 
darkest areas, such as Eritrea: one of the most 
repressed and secretive countries, second only 
to North Korea in its lack of press freedoms, 

In New Zealand, journalists have been  crit-
icised recently for challenging Prime Minister 
Jacinda Ardern and health chief Ashley Bloom-
field over the handling of Covid-19 border 
controls. Read this book and you’ll see that any 
loss of press and individual freedoms can lead 
down a slippery and often treacherous slope. 

Kenyon does offer some hope for Africa – 
four or five countries are doing okay, gauged 
on the Western scale of stable government, 
increasing life expectancy and overall eco-
nomic health. 

He does caution on China’s increasing in-
fluence in the area, as the emerging economic/
colonising power – a global trend, with history 
in danger of repeating itself on the African 
continent – which is why this is an immediate 
and important work. 
Reviewed by Rob Drent  
(Dictatorland was purchased as part 
of our Covid-19 support for local 
businesses.)

Book review – Dictatorland: 
the Men who stole Africa

EARLY LEARNING - SENIOR SCHOOL

Growing  
Great Minds
DEVELOPING LANGUAGE, BUILDING RESILIENCE  
AND NURTURING MINDS IN THE EARLY YEARS.

Join Wendy Nelson from the Brainwave Trust to hear what brain research 
tells us about the importance of the early years for creating foundations for  
a lifetime of learning.

WHEN: Thursday 8 October 2020, 6.30-8.30pm

SUITABLE FOR: Parents of children 6 months to 6 years

TICKETS: $10 FROM ITICKET.CO.NZ 
Seats are strictly limited so get in quick! 

VENUE: The Dove Theatre,  
Kristin School, 360 Albany Highway

PARENT SEMINAR:

KRI 1126 Little Doves Masterclass_120x112mm_Press.indd   1 31/08/20   9:08 AM

PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY

Kathryn 
Robertson
Residential Sales

021 490 480

E: Kathryn.robertson@bayleys.co.nz
W: kathrynrobertson.bayleys.co.nz

Licensed under the reA Act 2008

What’s on @
Takapuna Library

OUT Of ThE CUPBOaRD 
ExhiBiTiOn

Open daily 26 september  
– 24 december, level 1. 

Rare artists’ books are being shown 
in the Angela Morton Room Te 
Pãtaka Toi Art Library as part of 
the Auckland Heritage Festival. 
These seldom seen treasures 
offer a glimpse into the sculptural 
possibilities of artists’ books, 
printmaking and illustrations. 

LOW SEnSORY hOUR
As part of Takapuna Library’s com-
mitment to inclusion and sharing 
the complete library experience 
with people of all abilities within our 
community, we will be trialing a low 
sensory hour from 4-5 every Friday 
afternoon, starting 30 October. 
Lights and noise will be reduced 
during this time.

SChOOL hOLiDaYS
We’re going online these holidays! 
Join us on Zoom and Facebook Live 
for Lego challenges, Bingo, flower 
fairies, a book quiz, and a special 
showcase of Nursery Rhyme-time. 
Or take part in our fun ‘Real or Not’ 
treasure hunt in the library. 

For more information email 
takapunaevents@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz.

find out more at 
www.aucklandlibraries.govt.nz
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Westlake Girls High School student and 
talented writer Rachel (Ray) Carr has been 
awarded a contract to publish her novel, 
Guardian Angel.

At just 16 years old, Ray was the youngest 
of the 1000 writers chosen by WebNovel, an 
online writing and publishing site, to be given 
a contract. 

Then, as an added bonus, in late July Guard-
ian Angel was successful in the Spirit com-
petition held by WebNovel, in which writers 
can win prizes for completing novels. To be 
eligible, her book needs to have 120,000 words.

“At this point, I had only finished the draft 
for the first 28 or so chapters of my book – 
22,242 words. I chose to give myself the chal-
lenge of writing 100,000 words in 66 days. The 
closing date was 30 September and I wanted 
editing time,” Ray says.

This meant she had to write 1500 words a 
day, starting the writing challenge on 25 July. 

She’s on track to complete the novel in time, 
despite the challenges of lockdown.

Ray started writing in Year 6. “My first 
writing account was opened in September 
2018, but I had been writing for several years 
before that on paper and in journals,” she says. 

She has a complete book of poetry with 100 
poems online, and is working on a second. 

Ray plans to go to university after high 
school, hoping  to study journalism and 
criminology. 

“My love of writing comes from a passion 
for communicating. I love the freedom of 
writing” she says.  

“Writing gives me a sense of accomplish-
ment, that I have the ability to create something 
that is unique and new that I hope will be loved 
by my readers. 

“It’s an outlet for my creativity and imagina-
tion, and gives me a chance to get everything 
out of my head and down into words.”

Guardian Angel is a three-part story that 

Teen lands contract for debut novel

covers a lot of sensitive subjects. The story is 
about political corruption, segregation, Dar-
winism, dystopian lifestyles, religion, broken 

families and a young girl who just wants a 
change. It is set in a futuristic world where 
money is the only thing keeping people afloat.

PH: 489 8360
PUMPHOUSE.cO.nz

W
ha

t’s
 O

n Greedy cat
19 Sept – 10 Oct 
Aotearoa’s most famous cat  
appears live on stage in a  
delightful, funny and furry show. 
Based on many of Joy Cowley’s 
much-loved early reader books.

Piano Boogie Woman
11 Oct 
Jan Preston Trio present  
their new boogie-woogie  
styled music in their NZ  
album release tour.

The White Mouse
18 Oct 
Respected New Zealand  
composer, Clive Cockburn  
is staging a workshop to  
preview his latest work.

48 Victoria Road | (09) 446 0100 | www.thevic.co.nz

NOW SHOWING 
100% Wolf (PG) 96min  NEW
The Swallows Of Kabul (R13) 85min  NEW
Astro Kid (PG) 90min  NEW
Cats & Dogs 3: Paws Unite! (G) 84min  NEW
Gauguin in Tahiti: Paradise Lost (E) 90min  NEW
Hope Gap (M) 101min  NEW
The Secret Garden (PG) 100min  NEW
The War with Grandpa (PG) 98min  NEW
David Attenborough: 
A Life on our Planet (E) 114min  SPECIAL SCREENINGS 1-3 OCT
The More You Ignore Me (M) 99min  ADVANCE SCREENINGS 2-4 OCT

COMING SOON 
The More You Ignore Me (M) 99min  8 OCT
Lucky Grandma (M) 88min  8 OCT
It Must Be Heaven (PG) 102min  8 OCT
Tintoretto: A Rebel in Venice (E) 90min  15 OCT

SPECIALS
CHEAP TUESDAY 
$10 Adult / $8 Child
*EXCEPT PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

VENUE HIRE
FREE VENUE HIRE*

Birthday parties, Private 
functions, Catering optional

*minimum spend applies
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VIEW | PLEASE CONTACT AGENT
EXPRESSION OF INTEREST | 12 OCTOBER 2020 
AT 4 PM UNLESS SOLD PRIOR
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/80003

An outstanding opportunity presents to secure a 
fantastic lock-up and leave 2 bedroom Milford beach 
front apartment. Enjoying superb views of the sea and 
Milford Beach. Single covered carpark. Beachfront 
properties like this are extremely rare. View now you 
won’t be disappointed. Live the beachfront lifestyle!

MILFORD | Milford Beachfront Apartment

ROBERT MILNE 022 011 24 94 | 916 6000 
RICHARD MILNE 021 770 611 | 916 6000

VIEW | PLEASE CONTACT AGENT
PRICE | BY NEGOTIATION
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/9989

Admired as one of the North Shores most beautiful 
character homes and set in one of the North Shores 
most desirable streets, this is the perfect home set in 
the perfect location. The outstanding accommodation 
throughout the home includes formal and informal 
living, office, 4 bedrooms with 2 enjoying panoramic 
views, 2 ensuite bathrooms plus a 2 full bathrooms in 
the home. Your forever home awaits!

TAKAPUNA | Forever Home

LEWIS GUY 021 867 355 | 916 6000

premium.co.nz |  F ine Homes |  F ine Apartments |  F ine Li festyles
PREMIUM REAL ESTATE LTD LICENSED REA 2008

VIEW FROM BALCONY

 

TENDER | SOLD PRIOR 
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/9994

• Four double bedrooms and three full bathrooms. 
•  Three spacious living rooms.
•   Vertical cedar construction, engineered oak flooring, 

ducted air con, underfloor heating. 
•  Beach access, parking for four cars, short walk to 

shops, lake and beach. 

MILFORD | Beach Access | New Cedar Home | SOLD IN 10 DAYS

JELENA FREEMAN 021 65 65 63 | 916 6000
JIM MAYS 021 937 766 | 916 6000

VIEW | PLEASE CONTACT AGENT
PRICE | $1.995M 
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/9975

Get yourselves ready for the America’s Cup action here
in this bespoke designer’s own apartment in Stratis 
on Lighter Quay. Fabulous marina and harbour view 
and cityscape with Sky Tower the focal point. 127sqm 
on the water’s edge of Wynyard Harbour, right in the 
heart of our beautiful CBD waterfront. 3 bedrooms, 
2 bathrooms, the latest in innovation and technology 
including a Fibaro home automation system.

AUCKLAND CENTRAL | Glamorous Waterfront Condo | Lighter Quay

ALISON PARKER 021 983 533 | 916 6000

SOLD


