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Beach campground plans 
revealed... p5

Shoppers get behind 
Takapuna retail... p9

Theatre companies  
bounce back... p14-15

Undercover operatives... North Shore Hospital Auxiliary volunteers Judy Cornes (left) and Linda Smalley 
(centre), both from Glenfield, and Sandra Frost, of Takapuna, make masks to sell and donate.  Story, page 2.

To page 3

Neighbours fear more slips at building site

Helping hands make many masks

Dedicated to exceptional service.
…consistently professional, attentive, trustworthy and friendly…“ “ 
021 194 4095 
g.haworth@barfoot.co.nz

Grant Haworth

Troubles at a Takapuna apartment develop-
ment have left a neighbour unable to access his 
driveway and garage because of subsidence and 
another relocated from her home to a hotel to 
work because of noise from pile-driving. 

Plaster cracks and a broken window have 

been reported at other houses near the building 
site at 42-44 Byron Ave.

The site was closed down briefly late last 
month, but limited work has since resumed. 
Fourteen two-storey apartments are planned on 
what was once two residential sections near the 

bottom of the road, which ends in a cul de sac 
above mangroves.

Worksafe said it was notified of ground col-
lapsing on an adjoining property due to unsafe 
excavation on the building site. 
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The former Takapuna Library building at 2 The 
Strand has been vacant since an earthquake 
notice was issued in March 2018. The 1956 
heritage-listed public building has now been 
unoccupied for 904 days. At some point, its future 
will be determined by Auckland Council.

2 The Strand: 
empty for 
904 days

Grill your local candidates

113 x 60 
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YOUR LOCAL  

Police have charged a 16-year-old male in 
relation to a foiled robbery attempt at a Forrest 
Hill liquor store.  

The attempted robbery on the evening of 
Saturday, 5 September, followed another unsuc-
cessful raid on a dairy in Beach Haven. 

Detective Senior Sergeant Callum McNeill 
said a group of people in masks rushed into 
the dairy and began climbing over the coun-
ter, attempting to steal items. A staff member 
confronted them and they immediately ran out, 

fleeing in a stolen silver 1999 Honda Accord. 
Shortly afterwards, they arrived in Forrest 

Hill, where several people again attempted to 
steal items before being confronted by the store 
owner and running off.

The 16-year-old has been charged with com-
mitting burglary with a weapon, burglary and 
getting into a vehicle. 

McNeill said the police investigation is con-
tinuing “and we cannot rule out further arrests 
in this matter”.
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Oarsome costumes make waves at Beach Series finale 

In the pink… Jason Herriman was among entrants who got into the spirit of a retro-themed final night 
of the Beach Series summer races at Takapuna Beach last Tuesday. More pictures p12-14 

Preserving coastal track no walk in the park

To page 3 

The future of a hugely popular coastal 
track between Takapuna and Milford is set to 
be secured as Auckland Council negotiates 
with a property owner over purchasing his 
historic bach.

People have been walking through Paul 
Firth’s garden since 2011, when a wooden 
bridge was washed away in a storm.

At that time, the council found it had never 
been an official bridge and rebuilding would 

require a coastal consent, which required ap-
proval from all affected landowners.

Firth, now 74, withheld his consent because 
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Fears locals short-changed   
by new town square... p7

New Takapuna-Milford paper 
hits the streets... p2

‘Sacred’ pohutukawa trees  
turn into a menace... p4

North Shore Hospital Auxiliary volunteers 
are turning their sewing skills to making masks. 

The colourful creations – an addition to a 
range  of items the group makes for the comfort 
of patients – are proving welcome. 

Mask-wearing “makes people feel more 
comfortable”, says auxiliary president Linda 
Smalley. So far, the group has sewn 400 masks 
to be given to inpatients of the Waitemata DHB’s 
Specialist Mental Health & Addiction Services. 
It is also making double-sided cotton masks in 
three sizes for public sale.

“Masks are our first big fundraiser,” Smalley 
says. They are being sold for $5 each, well below 
the going rate, as a “service to the community”. 
This was made possible by volunteer time and 
using donated fabrics, with only elastic to pay 
for.

Masks are typically being sold for $10 to 
$15 elsewhere, with versions marketed by New 

Zealand designers priced as high as $69 each.
The group started making its masks around a 

month ago and is selling them via social media. 
It runs out of a hospital house on Shakespeare 
Rd, and has had support from the Well Foun-
dation to improve the interior into a cosy space 
to work from. 

Around 15 sewers are rostered to help, with 
five other regular volunteers co-ordinating 
library services, providing reading materials to 
clinics and wards. 

The most popular items the volunteers make 

are capes and knee rugs, often for longer-term 
patients. Other items include padded boots, baby 
wraps, and  knitted and sewn baby garments 
and fleece toys. 

Smalley, who has been involved with the 
auxiliary for seven years, the last three as pres-
ident, says she thinks members of the public 
are getting used to the idea of donning masks 
for everyday use. Hospital staff and visitors are 
required to wear them. 

“I expect to be making them for a while,” 
she says. 

Hospital volunteers churning out masks

Teen arrested after foiled robbery attempt

Marilyn King
Absolute-Bliss, 24 Joyces Road

Paihia 0200, New Zealand
Ph: +64 9402 8212

Mobile: +64 276 864 049
Email: absolutebliss@me.com

Self-Contained Apartments/Suites
Wonderful Seaviews  

and a Bush Background
4-minute walk to shops & cafes

Absolute Bliss
PAIHIA APARTMENTS

www.absoluteblisspaihia.nz
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Residents suffer as project hits ‘unknown conditions’
After visiting the site it issued a prohibition 

notice on 29 August. “This notice prohibited 
work from taking place until a geotechnical 
engineering report was carried out by a compe-
tent person and a remedial work plan and risk 
management plan was supplied.” 

The notice was lifted the next day, a Sunday. 
Auckland Council inspectors visited the 

site at the same time as Worksafe and ordered 
fencing for safety’s sake at the tenanted house 
next door. This was erected across the driveway 
and between the house and a garage to the rear, 
after slippage beneath the garage. 

Alex Zhai, who lives in the rented house 
with his wife and two small children, said a site 
manager from the development visited him 
on 27 August and asked him to move his car.  
“Then we saw it [the land] had slipped under 
the garage,” Zhai said. Workers covered the 
area with black plastic, then “put concrete on 
the face of the landslide”, he said. 

The garage borders the construction site 
where an open cut was left exposed for months 
on the sloping and dug-out eastern edge of the 
development property. It was along this edge 
and after rain last month that subsisdence began.

Zhai has been told it may be one or two 
months until he can use the garage. He worries 
about ongoing stability. “It’s lucky the rain has 
stopped,” he said. 

Sandra Allen, who lives further up the road, 
said she and other residents questioned why the 
development won Auckland Council non-noti-
fied consent, given its scale. They wanted ongo-
ing monitoring on what they say is historically 
unstable ground. 

“It’s a nightmare down there for them,” said 
Allen of nearer neighbours who have also had 
vibrations from the pile-driving and muddy road 
surfaces to contend with. 

Steven Salt, who lives directly across the 
road, said the development has “upset a lot 
of people” and had caused further issues with 
parking and mess. Some people’s houses 
had suffered plaster cracks, and the noise and 

vibration had gone on for a long time. During 
lockdown, he had worked from home and the 
development had been very disruptive.

He questioned if the method of building was 
appropriate for the type of land. “Developers 
are going to have to come up with some sort 
of compensation for people who have suffered 
property damage.”    

Maureen Clark said the first she knew of the 
development was at the beginning of the year 
when site work began opposite the townhouse 
complex she lives in. She cannot understand 
how the development with extensive pile-driv-
ing was consented. “It’s like a sponge where 
they are building.”

The English-as-a-second-language teacher 
works from home and another neighbour is a 
shift worker. “There was a lot of noise, metal on 
metal, it was phenomenally noisy,” said Clark. 
At one stage pile-driving of large steel poles 
deep into the site had her jumping out of bed. 
“The building started shaking and I was really 
really frightened... it felt like an earthquake” .

At one stage, she said she was put up at the 
developer’s expense for a week so she could 
continue her work from a room at the Spencer 
on Byron hotel. “They gave all the owners in 
the immediate vicinity some ear plugs, which 
I thought was inappropriate and incredibly 
patronising.”

Pile-driving on site had halted for now, said 
Clark, who said she had been told a smaller 
machine would be brought in. 

 Mike Gibson, a director of ZYJ Group Ltd, 
the Albany-based parent company for ZYJ 
Construction, which was contracted to build 
the $8 million value development for a private 
developer, said the site had ongoing issues.

“We know we’re not flavour of the month on 
that street,” he said, but the company wanted to 
maintain communications with residents.

ZYJ was the “meat in the sandwich”, said 
Gibson. When work began – to supplied geo-
technical reports and designs – “latent under-
ground unknown conditions” were uncovered. 

The company was now working with “subject 
matter experts and tertiary authorities” to deal 
with matters arising.   

Auckland Council did not respond by press 
time  to  Observer questions about the consent-
ing and monitoring of the development. 

Gibson said work had slowed because ZYJ 
had had to come up with additional safety 
controls around noise. Piling, which ZYJ sub-
contracted, was only a small part of the project 
and the worst of it was done, he said.

From page 1

Pile on... Noise and vibration was 
caused by driving metal piles into 
the Byron Ave development site
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When it comes to making 
sure your teenager is in 
the best possible learning 
environment, it’s all about 
making sure the formula 
is perfect. 

Kristin Senior School provides:
• High quality staff in teaching, leadership, wellbeing, digital 

learning and other support roles
• Small class sizes (13 students on average) and state-of-the-

art equipment and facilities
• The choice to study NCEA or the IB Diploma Programme with 

a vast range of subject options and co-curricular opportunities
• A strong focus on student wellbeing, and a positive culture of 

success and aspiration, and so much more! 

Kristin is located at 360 Albany Highway, Albany with dedicated buses across Auckland.

Take a tour and see for yourself! Limited places still available for 2021.  
Visit kristin.school.nz or call our Admissions Manager on 09 415 9566 ext 2324.

The formula 
to thrive.
MAKE THEIR SENIOR SCHOOL YEARS COUNT.

SS Campaign [Chemistry] 170x240 [Devonport Flagstaff].indd   1 3/09/20   3:57 PM
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The demolition or removal of Rose 
Cottage and other council buildings at the 
Takapuna campground has been proposed 
as part of its redevelopment. 

Rose Cottage, which has been used as the 
camp manager’s house,  has been substan-
tially altered from its original design and 
does not have a Code Compliance Certifi-
cate, says a report to a Devonport-Takapuna 
Local board workshop.

Any renovation of the building will be  
costly and will have to be met by Auckland 
Council, the report says. 

 The new campground operator and Auck-
land Council have been working together to 
run the park for the past six months, with 
a higher of people staying in caravans than 
expected. 

This has raised concerns about ease of 

access to the park. The single-lane entrance 
is often blocked by waka ama boats and 
café delivery vans as well as caravans and 
motor homes trying to manoeuvre safely, 
the report says.

 The park is only running at 30-40 per 
cent occupancy, so the issue will continue 
to worsen as occupation increases over 
summer, it  says. 

The proposed driveway alteration would 
include a two-way lane and a pedestrian 
crossing next to the Takapuna Beach Café.  
Around 3m of flat reserve will be used to 
widen the driveway.

Current seating at the reserve would be 
improved, however, by a low wooden perim-
eter fence along the coastal boundary, with 
the barbecue facilities relocated.

The pland for the campground is to have 

40 multi-use sites (caravan, motor home and 
tent), and increase the units from 6 to 12.

The final height measurements for the 
units have not been finalised. The operator 
does not want the units to be any higher 
than the current fence line and is very 
aware and mindful of neighbours views, 
the report says.

 The local board asked that if Rose Cot-
tage is to be relocated from the site, some of 
the space be used to compensate for land lost 
if the two-lane driveway is implemented.

Landowner approval is to be sought for 
the work to address stormwater/coastal 
inundation issues and the carpark devel-
opment.

If that is granted, a resource consent will 
be sought, with the aim to complete building 
works by late 2023.

Takapuna campground plans take shape

Welcome back 
to the 

Navy Museum 
Opening Hours

Navy Museum
10am - 5pm
7 days

Torpedo Bay Cafè
8am - 4pm

7 days
64 King Edward Parade, Devonport

Free admission

New look… an artist’s impression of what the redeveloped Takapuna Campground may look like
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Switch your home to better, faster and more reliable internet.  
Contact your broadband provider and ask for fibre, today.

FIBRE. IT’S HOW  
DEVONPORT  

INTERNETS NOW.

Relax like you mean it.

Our brand new concept store showcases everything you need to get the most 

out of the summer with sofas, loungers, dining sets, fire pits, heaters and more. 

72 Barrys Point Road   |   0800 468 836   |   www.designconcepts.co.nz
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Cartoon   --

Neighbours confronted with a giant pile of 
trash left outside a Bracken Ave, Takapuna, 
house for nearly two months had to play 
the “squeaky wheel” to get action over the 
eyesore.

Two large overflowing flexible bins, ille-
gally parked on the grass berm, have finally 
been removed, but a residue of rubbish was 
left behind for several days. This included 
an old chair and carpeting left outside the 
rented property on the corner of Burns Ave.

Ray Bennett, who lives nearby, said he and 
five or six other neighbours had complained 
to Auckland Council to get something done. 
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board member 
Jan O’Connor chased up officials too. Resi-
dents had also approached those at the prop-
erty, including a man who said he was the 
property manager, but this had not helped. 

Bennett said he initially blamed the bin 
company for parking the bin illegally, but 
later learned that many people obtained that 
type of bin from a third party, such as one of 
the large hardware chains, and that such bin 
companies only knew where a bin was when 
it was full and they were called to collect it. 

He found the company concerned clearly 
stated that its bins should be kept on people’s 
properties, not on the pavement or berms, 
until a collection was imminent. It seemed 
common for this to be ignored. “All over 
Auckland these bins are left out.” 

A council spokesperson said when it 
contacted the property owner, he agreed to 
pay for Waste Management to collet the bins. 
Extra illegally dumped waste it collected.

Bennett said he appreciated that the coun-
cil, with its Covid-19 reduced budgets, might 
struggle to police such matters, but residents 
should not be left dealing with a potentially 
contaminated mess.   

Bodyline by Guy BodyDumped rubbish 
upsets neighbours

A person later diagnosed as having 
Covid-19 visited Les Mills gym in Takapuna 
and Countdown and The Warehouse in 
Milford last week. 

Warnings were sounded to gym goers 
who attended the same classes on 9 and 
10 September that they are considered 
close contacts and should stay at home and 
contact Healthline about testing. 

Auckland Regional Public Health Service 
(ARPHS) advice is that people who were 
at the gym for different classes or at the 
shops are at lower risk as casual contacts. 
But those at the gym around the same time 
in other classes have been advised to seek 
a one-off test in any case. Shoppers were 
told to monitor their health.

This is the second time in two weeks that 
North Shore residents have been put on 
alert, after news that a bus driver on the 

NX route had tested positive earlier in the 
month.

Gym goers in the same classes had 
been asked to stay at home and contact 
Healthline on 0800 3585453 as soon as 
possible for testing to be arranged. ARPHS 
said casual contacts should remain vigilant 
for the signs and symptoms of COVID-19, 
but did not need to self-isolate unless they 
become unwell.  

The person attended the gym for a 
5.30pm RPM Sprint class followed by a 
6.15pm Body Combat class on Wednesday, 
9 September. On Thursday, the person was 
back for a 9.15am  Body Combat class. The 
gym has had a deep clean since.

The shop trips in Milford were on 10 
September, to the Warehouse from 11am to 
11.15am and to Countdown from 11.45am 
to noon. 

Covid alert sounded Shoreside
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Love Taka 
Shop Taka
Introducing some of your 

local Takapuna retailers

This is who you support  

when you shop local

L AS E R  C L I N I C

Renee 
SHE LOVES PILATES, YOGA AND  

STAND-UP PADDLE BOARDING
WE LOVE LASER CLINIC’S GENTLE  

TREATMENTS AND PRODUCTS

N O R T H  S TA R  P H A R M A C Y

Joshua 
H E  L O V E S  S W E AT I N G  AT  T H E  G Y M

WE LOVE JOSHUA’S CARE FOR HIS PATIENTS

F LO R I E N N E

Franca 
S H E  L O V E S  W H I T E  T U L I P S  A N D  O R C H I D S

W E  L O V E  F R A N C A’S  S T U N N I N G  F L O W E R S

A M A Z E

Kimberley 
S H E  L O V E S  S W I M M I N G  AT  T H E  B E A C H

W E  L O V E  K I M B E R L E Y ’S  H I L A R I O U S  
C A R D S  F O R  E V E R Y  O C C AS I O N

L E A F  &  LO A F

Stuart 
H E  L O V E S  WA L K I N G  O N  

B E A U T I F U L  TA K A P U N A  B E A C H

WE LOVE STUART ’S SMOOTH  
COFFEE AND DELICIOUS BRUNCHES

J O E ' S  E AT E R Y

Joe 
HE LOVES TO ENTERTAIN AND SHARE HOSPITALITY

WE LOVE JOE’S PASSION FOR THE JOY OF HOSPO
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Meals in Milford
Food trucks are returning to Milford 

Reserve as the evenings lengthen. 
Popular takeaway sellers will be parked 
up on Thursday, 24 September and on 
selected dates in the months ahead. 
The evenings are organised by the Food 
Truck Collective, which books a variety of 
vendors and brings in tables, benches, and 
rubbish and recycling bins.  

Up, up and away
The pump track opposite Hurstmere 

Green is being moved to Northcote for a 
time, but the Takapuna Beach Business 
Association is keen to get it back again 
over summer. The temporary undulating 
bike ride for children has proved a popular 
attraction for several months.  

Dragon in progress
The Sunnynook Community Centre 

has a dragon stone activity for kids 
these school holidays. Preschool staff 
painted a dragon head, and children have 
already painted the first stones.  A tail of 
blank stones to add to the display and 
instructions are outside the centre. 

Volunteers wanted 
Volunteers are still needed to maintain 

planting at Brian Byrnes Reserve. A small 
group gathered for the first tree-planting 
event at the reserve earlier this month. 
North Community Trust environmental 
coordinator Fiona Martin is also seeking 
volunteers to look after reserves around 
Forrest Hill and Sunnynook, and in 
Hurstmere Rd and Byron Ave, which 
are on track to be predator-free streets. 
Training and pest traps can be provided. 
The aim is to get one in three local 
residents actively trapping. Martin said 
there had already been a lot of interest 
from residents around Hurstmere Rd and 
plenty of rats have been caught. To register 
your interest in becoming a volunteer, 
go to the North Shore Birdsong Project 
Facebook page. 

The latest retail figures show a much-need-
ed bounce-back of spending in Takapuna, 
although times remain tough for the hospi-
tality sector. 

Spending overall was down just 3.5 per 
cent in the week ending 6 September, when 
compared with the same week last year. 

With school holidays fast approaching 
and good progress having been made on 
new seating and paving at each end of the 
Hurstmere Rd shopping strip, the shopping 
centre is hoping for even more support from 
local shoppers.

“Seeing locals, visitors, and employees 
supporting our local businesses has been 
such a welcome sight and believe me it is 
really appreciated,” said Takapuna Beach 
Business Association chief executive Ter-
ence Harpur. Although retail had picked up 
under alert level 2.5, hospitality operators 
were finding restrictions made for tough 
trading. 

“Here’s hoping we can move to a ‘level 
1.5’ as soon as it’s deemed safe enough,” 
said Harpur.

Marketview data reported in the Observer 
earlier showed that retail trade in Takapuna 
had slumped 85 per cent under alert level 3 .

“There has no doubt been some pent-up 
demand for retail as many shops were closed 
for nearly three weeks,” said Harpur, who 
hopes the support from returning shoppers 
will continue.

The latest figures show spending on home 
and recreational retailing was up 58.3 per 
cent compared with the same week in 2020; 
food, liquor and pharmacies were 18.9 per 
cent up; and clothing, footwear and depart-
ment stores 14.6 per cent. But hospitality and 
accommodation were down 26.3 per cent.

“We always knew that hospitality would 
be down, as big groups are prohibited, pa-
trons all need to be seated, and many tables 

Takapuna retail on the up

and chairs have to be removed. However, 
what’s also suppressing their revenue is the 
fact that many people are still working from 
home, and others are just not socialising as 
much under level 2.5,” Harpur said.

With contact tracing having ramped up 
and more people wearing masks and un-
derstanding health measures, he wants the 
government to consider lowering levels. 
It was also important for Aucklanders to 
support their local businesses “as much as 
they can”, he said. 

Full speed ahead...  
Wetini Catterall, 4, enjoying the 
Hurstmere Rd pump track

Briefs

Tele Cucumber

99¢
ea

Avocado
99 ¢

ea

Carrots

69¢
kg

Oranges
99 ¢

kg

Onions

69¢
kg

Courgette

$2.99
kg

Whole Celery$1.99
ea

Green 
Kiwifruit

$1.99
kg

12C Clarence Street, Devonport
Phone 09 213 0494

Open 7.30am – 6.30pm daily

Hauraki Corner, Takapuna
Phone 021 923 832

Open 7.30am – 6.30pm daily
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We guarantee 
our Workmanship

Backed by over 35 years’ experience 
of quality preparation and painting

ph ross kingdom 
021 723 413

registered 
professional painters Phone COLIN on 480 5864

RECOVER YOUR
LOUNGE SUITE

Call us for a free quotation and put the life
back into that favourite chair or lounge suite

AWARD FURNITURE

North Shore based renovations, 
new builds, design & project  

management since 1985.

Trustworthy licensed builders specialising  
in residential alterations/extensions, 

kitchens, bathrooms, tiling, re-cladding.

Contact Alex Carey on  
0274 660 666, or visit our website 

www.efd.kiwi

FENCE
BROTHERS

www.fencebros.co.nz

• FENCES
• PERGOLAS
•  DECKS

•  REtAiNiNG 
WALLS

•  PROPERtY MAiNtENANCE

CONtACt GREG 
FOR A FREE QUOtE

0800 336 232

“YOUR LOCAL ROOFER”

0800 7663 92
• RE-ROOFS
• NEW ROOFS
• LEAKS
• SPOUTING
www.relayroofing.co.nz

RENE GARDENING

SMALL & MEDIUM TREES
HEDGES & SHRUBS
PRUNING – TRIMMING
GARDEN TIDY UPS 
& MAINTENANCE

We look after your  
garden with care  
and passion. 

facebook.com/ReneGardening

         @renegardening

info@renegardening.co.nz
Rene: 021 134 5604

Refresh your furniture 
with NZ Chalk Paint.

Find out more at 
newtonspaints.co.nz

Located in Castor Bay Ak.
For expert advice 

Phone Ali 09 410 4289

CLASSIFIEDS
FOR SALE

CUSTOMMADE LAMPSHADES. New or 
Revamped. Also kits & classes offered. Visit  
www.oscuro.co.nz or contact Claire 02102497428 
or oscurolampshades@gmail.com

SERVICES OFFERED
Handyman/Qualified cabinet maker - all work, 
inside & out.  Experienced, prompt & reliable. Ph/
Text Stu 021 122 9356.

SECTION SERVICES Trees: pruned, removed.  
Hedges: trimmed, reduced.  Section tidy-ups.  
Insured, qualified & local.  Ph Dom 027 222 1223.

Vehicles wanted. Top cash paid for any VANS, 
UTES, TRUCKS, 4X4, CARS - Dead or Alive, 
damaged, de-registered mechanical problem, no 
WOF - we buy it.  Call 0800 333 398.

TUITION
Art for adults - Mastering Art Friday morning 
classes @ Devonport Community house  and online 
tutoring  www.lucybucknall.com tel- 0211442791

NCEA Maths Exam specialist. 100% student pass 
rate in 2019. Please ph Peter on 09 445 1899 or 
021 0817 5037.

WANTED
Carer sought for retired gentleman in Devon-
port. This would be a live in situation, rent free 
and a negotiated hourly remuneration package.  
Tel 021 079 2235.

Reach your  
Takapuna, Milford 

and surrounds 
customers

cost-effectively
Contact the Observer 

for our rates and dates. 

EMAIL: 
sales@rangitoto-observer.co.nz

Notice of Annual General Meeting 
of  Devonport Historical 
and Museum Society Inc.

The AGM will be held on Sunday 27 
September at 3 p.m. at the Museum 

33 Vauxhall Road, Devonport.
The guest speaker will be Simon Gundry.
www.devonportmuseum.org.nz

Ph  09 4452661
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42

Call Mark or Janet for more details.

WILLIAM SANDERS VILLAGE 
7 Ngataringa Road, Devonport, 445 0909

rymanhealthcare.co.nz

Enjoy the city lights with an after-dinner drink on 
your balcony. Views will delight from your modern, 
spacious apartment with the latest designer features.

One of our larger apartments, this affordably 
priced three-bedroom home features a private 
sheltered courtyard.

Join friends over a flat white and a movie or a dip 
in the pool - the village amenities are close at hand 
to this gorgeous two-bedroom apartment.

Spectacular views

Destination Devonport 

Garden apartment 

Treat yourself!

D25

B19

B17

SA251

2

3

2

1

1

2

1

1

87m2

120m2

88m2

50m2

$1,180,000

$975,000

$965,000

$490,000

When you choose a Ryman retirement village, you know you have access to everything from independent and 
assisted living, to a range of care options. Even if you don’t need it now, it’s a weight off your mind to know care is 
there for the future, so you can make the most of life. It’s another example of how we’re pioneering a new way of 
living for a new retirement generation.

Enjoy the luxuries of a serviced apartment; 
housekeeping, fresh towels, a chef-prepared lunch 
every day and the warm companionship of the village.

Images are indicative

1 1
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Imagine a place that’s a home away from 
home for its closely-knit residents – Anne Ma-
ree Court Rest Home exudes tranquillity, calm 
and a sense of belonging.

“When residents say they want to go home 
– meaning Anne Maree Court – that’s when 
I know that we do a good job,” says Facility 
Manager Jo Lochery.

Nestled in the heart of what is becoming the 
enhanced and modern Northcote Greenway 
community, three minutes from bus routes 
and motorway, shopping centre and library, 
this special place boasts intrinsic points of dif-
ference that make it stand out as a rest home, 
respite and hospital care facility for your el-
derly loved ones. It has been privately owned 
and operated since 2003. Sheryl Samuel has 
thrived in aged care since 1996, putting all her 
expertise as a registered nurse and care into the 
facility. The team, hand-picked to fit perfectly 
into the family-orientated home, ensure high 
quality care and personal attention. Jo and the 
team bring together strong family values com-
bined with formidable depth of knowledge and 
expertise. With a nurse on site 24/7, the diverse 
staff offer personalised care along with a great 
sense of community and fun.

“We’re like one big extended family,” says 
Jo. “That feeling of homeliness comes from 
our ability to get to know each and every 
person at a personal level.”

Their ethos is that everyone has potential. 
The full-time diversional therapist ensures 
each individual pursues their own creative 
passions. She discovers residents’ hobbies and 
interests then develops tailored activities and 
care plans to meet their needs.

Alfie, the resident “therapy puppy”, and two 
cats bring joy and comfort to animal lovers. In 
addition, the internal and individually created 
gardens enable the green-fingered to grow and 
enjoy flowers and vegetables and golf lovers 
have helped build and now play on their own 
mini-golf course.

Not only is delicious home cooking served 
daily, wonderful high teas and communal cel-
ebratory events bring residents and staff to-
gether for fun sociable occasions. The home’s 
minibus, donated in gratitude by the family of a 
former resident, is also a firm favourite, taking 
residents out at least twice a week to enjoy the 
local environment and scenic day trips.

Tucked down Fraser Ave, Anne Maree Court 
provides comfort, support, and a sense of be-
longing to elderly residents and their families. 
Offering a great selection of rooms accom-
modating up to 57 residents, plus additional 
private and intimate spaces for visiting family 
and friends, this unique rest home provides 
longterm and short-term care, daily carer re-
lief, and crisis acute-care services. If you are 
considering taking the next step into aged-care, 
Sheryl, Jo and the team extend their warm invi-
tation to you: “We invite you to pop by, have 
a bit of lunch and ease into it slowly with 
a single day or overnight stay, whatever 
works for you.”

Become part of the Anne Maree Court family 
– with rooms now available, the team are look-
ing forward to meeting and welcoming you.

Anne Maree Court Rest Home...  
it’s where the heart is

17 Fraser Avenue, Northcote | Ph: 09 418 3118 | Manager: Jo Lochery
amcmanager@annemaree.co.nz | www.annemareeresthome.co.nz

Thank you to our families and friends for their support and  
understanding during Covid-19 lockdown.
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A highly qualified and experienced team,
adviceHQ has your financial future sorted.
Most people see a mortgage as a necessary evil when buying 
a home with big banks playing the gatekeepers. adviceHQ 
does things differently, we work for you to help you achieve 
your dreams. From first home buyers to property investors 
adviceHQ puts your needs first.

Contact David Green RFA CA 
Lending Specialist & Director
P 021 747 644
E david.green@advicehq.co.nz
W www.advicehq.co.nz

Your team, your way,  
let’s talk today.

Rotarians from Takapuna were out in the sun 
last week to help clear bush and vines smoth-
ering the backyard of the Takapuna Playcentre. 

Volunteers David Morrison, Dan Jennings, 
Neil Murray, John Gould and Rotary President 
Geoff Pownall removed overgrown bamboo 
along with poisonous moth plants. Heading into 
spring, the playcentre has plans for a vegetable 
garden in the area.   

For Jennings, who joined Rotary three 
months ago, this was his first volunteer activity 
with the club. “I’m just really glad I get to do 
something to help the community,” he said. 

Rotary also organised an arborist to remove 
four exotic trees from the playcentre property 
and prune other trees to remove the risk of 
falling branches. 

“It’s been really great since the trees were 
removed – we have more sunlight and our 
paths are no longer slippery,” said Takapuna 
Playcentre property manager Gabrielle Marris.

She said it has been especially good to re-
ceive help from Takapuna Rotary as Covid-19 
restrictions had made it harder for families to 
visit the centre. 

The playcentre has plans to organise a work-
ing bee to tidy up their front gardens as well.

Marris said there was plenty of capacity for 
more members. “However, until the country 
moves to level 1, family visits to the centre will 
be limited.”  

Pownall said after a drop in members over the 
last couple of years, Takapuna Rotary has been 

focussing on small “beautification projects” to 
help make a difference in the local community.

In the past year, Takapuna Rotary has reno-
vated the street benches in Takapuna’s CBD, 

completed gardening projects at Wilson School 
and at the Lake House Arts Centre and helped  
out with  gardening projects and e-waste recy-
cling at Abilities Group in Glenfield.

For a good cause.... (from left) Takapuna Rotary President Geoff Pownall 
and Rotarians Dan Jennings and David Morrison came equipped with 
shovels and gloves to make headway on the playcentre project

Rotarians pitch in at Takapuna Playcentre

Secret stories of the Shore will be a feature 
of the Auckland Heritage Festival this month. 
The theme of uncovering the hidden past 
runs through the event this year, and will 
take in the tale of a ghost at the Lake House 
Arts centre in Takapuna and tours of tunnels 
in Devonport.

Lake House artistic director Grae Burton 
will bring to life the building’s 130-year-old 

history, employing augmented reality tech-
nology and projection. This ranges from it 
being home to a “lady in white” who is said 
to appear in ghost form from time to time, to 
being used in a Dave Dobbyn music video. 
The Navy Museum will highlight stories 
about Torpedo Bay, from the ship builders 
to the torpedo men.

Author Russell Glackin will lead people 

through the historic military coastal defences 
on Maungauika. 

He will also discuss two Boeing flying 
boats rumoured to have been stored in secret 
tunnels and hidden rooms on North Head 
around 1925.

The festival runs from 26 September to 11 
October. A full programme is available online 
at www.heritagefestival.co.nz 

North Shore’s secrets revealed
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EARLY LEARNING - SENIOR SCHOOL

Growing  
Great Minds
DEVELOPING LANGUAGE, BUILDING RESILIENCE  
AND NURTURING MINDS IN THE EARLY YEARS.

Join Wendy Nelson from the Brainwave Trust to hear what brain research 
tells us about the importance of the early years for creating foundations for  
a lifetime of learning.

WHEN: Thursday 8 October 2020, 6.30-8.30pm

SUITABLE FOR: Parents of children 6 months to 6 years

TICKETS: $10 FROM ITICKET.CO.NZ 
Seats are strictly limited so get in quick! 

VENUE: The Dove Theatre,  
Kristin School, 360 Albany Highway

PARENT SEMINAR:

KRI 1126 Little Doves Masterclass_120x112mm_Press.indd   1 31/08/20   9:08 AM

“Carefully loving  
your little angel as  

they learn and grow”

0-6
years

open: 7am
close: 6.00pm Takapuna

Auditions begin this month for the Sho-
reside Theatre Company’s 25th anniversary 
Shakespeare in the Park performance sched-
uled for early next year. 

Despite a loss of $50,000 in missing 
funds still under police investigation, the 
cancellation of an Agatha Christie show ear-
lier this year and uncertainty as to whether 
the company could continue, the theatre is 
back on its feet with the help of community 
donations.

It had a great response to a Givealittle 
page and received generous donations from 
members and people who regularly attend 
their productions.

“The wonderful donations have allowed 
us to take a breath after everything that 

happened during the first lockdown,” said 
Shoreside president Catherine Boniface. 
“We have been able to continue operating 
and planning for our next show.”

Due to Covid-19 restrictions and the 
uncertainty around alert-level changes, they 
have made the decision not to run with their 
usual workshop group auditions. This year’s 
auditions are being held by appointment.

“These are really challenging times for 
theatre, but we are pushing along with our 
Shakespeare play and focusing on attracting 
new talent to perform and new audiences,” 
said Boniface. 

“We had an amazing response through 
our Facebook page for auditions. As well as 
having plenty of returning actors, we have 

also received quite a bit of new interest from 
new actors and young people.” 

Next year’s Shakespeare in the Park will 
feature Hamlet and Much Ado About Noth-
ing, co-directed by experienced directors 
James Bell and Jason Moffat. 

Across the two plays, 50 to 70 actors 
will perform. “Shoreside Theatre’s annual 
Shakespeare show has been a highlight for 
many people in the community and I think 
everyone is really keen to get back into 
things and put on a show,” Boniface said. 

Shoreside, which has been operating for 
45 years, elected a new executive committee 
in early August.  

Shakespeare in the Park will run from 23 
January to 20 February 2021. 

Takapuna and Milford’s popular coastal 
walk (left) is set to get new signage to iden-
tify it as part of the national Te Araroa trail.

The new regional Te Araroa Trust will 
look after Auckland’s stretch of the trail, 
including Takapuna’s favourite local walk. 

Trust chair Clayton Wakefield says some 
people aren’t aware that the Takapuna-Mil-
ford walk is a part of Te Araroa and that 
people can follow the trail all the way from 
Takapuna to Cape Reinga. Wakefield plans 
series of day walks on local sections over 
summer to promote the trail. 

The trust will seek funding help from 
the Devonport-Takapuna Local Board for 
signage, improvements to the trail or up-
grades to routes.  

“One of our focuses this year will be 
working with more volunteers to enhance 
the trail and strengthen links with the local 
councils and walking groups,” Wakefield 
said. 

Locals could become “trail angels”, 
which might involve putting up trail walk-
ers, giving them somewhere to camp or 
providing a meal. 

Theatre company back in business with summer Shakespeare

Te Araroa trail signs coming for local coastal route
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The Tim Bray Theatre Company was in the 
middle of rehearsals when the country went 
into its first Covid-19 lockdown. The show 
was cancelled, and funding cut.

After nearly three decades of creating 
theatre based on New Zealand literature, 
the company had to launch a crisis appeal 
for support. 

Six months later, a  remarkable $100,000  
has been donated by the community to keep 
the theatre alive. 

It also received a $5000 grant from the 
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board. 

“It was a hard experience,” says company 
director Tim Bray. “We learnt a lot when 
funding dried up, but we have been amazed 
by the support from the community, who 
didn’t want to see us fall over.”

During the school holidays, the company 
will stage Greedy Cat, based on Joy Cowley’s 
much-loved illustrated children’s book, at the 
PumpHouse Theatre. 

Bray says the theatre, which usually seats 
192, will accommodate only 70 with social 
distancing restrictions. 

The four actors in Greedy Cat have come 
together again to rehearse, having forgotten 
their lines since the first time around. 

“Being back in rehearsals – despite the 
restrictions – for a funny, energetic and 
charming show has lifted all of our spirits,” 
says Bray.

The company had invested money into de-
veloping the production, but when lockdown 
hit, presale tickets across five venues around 
Auckland had to be refunded. They company 
found itself in a “massive financial hole”. 

Without guaranteed multi-year funding, 
the biggest challenge was pulling together the 
money needed to continue. “It was amazing 
to hear why people were donating and what 
our theatre meant to them and their children 
and grandchildren,” Bray says.

Bray says Covid-19 had made school 
groups wary about being on buses to go 
to watch plays, but the company had kept 
children involved by providing video footage 
of shows.

“We know people are still fearful of going 
out but we think this show is just the kind 

of positive energy that people really need 
during this time.” 

Advance sales have begun for Greedy Cat, 
which will also be seen by 1200 children at-
tending under the “Gift a Seat” programme, 
which provides donated or funded tickets to 
children from low-decile schools,  Kelston 
Deaf Education Centre, the Blind and Low 

Vision Education Network and through the 
Make-A-Wish Foundation. 

The Greedy Cat season will include 
sign-language-interpreted performances, 
audio-described performances, touch tours, 
and a sensory relaxed performance. It 
runs from 26 September to 10 October, at 
10.30am and 1pm.

The Cat comes back for PumpHouse performances

Back in business... Tim Bray and company business development 
manager Gail Rotherham.  Photo: Ines Domanovic.

48 Victoria Road | (09) 446 0100 | www.thevic.co.nz

NOW SHOWING 
Savage (R16) 100min  NEW
Tenet (M) 150min  NEW
Cats & Dogs 3: Paws Unite (G) 84min  ADVANCED SCREENINGS
Hope Gap (M) 101min  ADVANCED SCREENINGS
Searching For Sugarman (2012) (M) 86min  SPECIAL SCREENINGS 
Star Wars: Episode VI  
The Return Of The Jedi (1983) (PG) 131min  SPECIAL SCREENINGS

COMING SOON 
Astro Kid (PG) 90min  24 SEP
Cats & Dogs 3: Paws Unite (G) 84min  24 SEP
Gauguin in Tahiti: Paradise Lost (E) 90min  24 SEP
Hope Gap (M) 101min  24 SEP
The Secret Garden (PG) 100min  24 SEP
The War With Grandpa (PG) 98min  24 SEP
100% Wolf 96min  ADVANCED SCREENINGS 26-28 SEP
Te Moana Glow Show  30 SEP - 1 OCT

SPECIALS
CHEAP TUESDAY 
$10 Adult / $8 Child
*EXCEPT PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

VENUE HIRE
FREE VENUE HIRE*

Birthday parties, Private 
functions, Catering optional

*minimum spend applies

OPEN 
Lunch, Tasting

 & Events 
Every day from 11.30 am 

W W W . S T O N Y R I D G E . C O M
0 9 3 7 2 8 8 2 2
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VIEW | PLEASE CONTACT AGENT
PRICE | $1.995M
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/9975

Get yourselves ready for the America’s Cup action here 
in this bespoke designer’s own apartment in Stratis 
on Lighter Quay. Fabulous marina and harbour view 
and cityscape with Sky Tower the focal point. 127sqm 
on the water’s edge of Wynyard Harbour, right in the 
heart of our beautiful CBD waterfront. 3 bedrooms, 
2 bathrooms, the latest in innovation and technology 
including a Fibaro home automation system.

AUCKLAND CENTRAL |  Glamorous Waterfront Condo | Lighter Quay

ALISON PARKER 021 983 533 | 916 6000

VIEW | SUN 20 SEPT 1 - 2 PM OR BY APPT
PRICE | BY NEGOTIATION
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/9990

....a rarity in this location • Ron Sang light filled two 
level home in sunny ROW position • 989sqm perfectly 
flat land with northerly aspect • 4 bedrooms, two 
bathrooms • 2 living rooms • Open plan kitchen /dining 
• Solar heating, heat pump and gas fireplace • 2 car 
garaging, EV charger. Parking for 3 + cars and boat   
• Development potential. Do not dally, view today.

TAKAPUNA | 9 HAURAKI ROAD | Sunlight, Space and Seclusion...

SHANNON DOELL 021 720 225 | 916 6000
MARIA TODD 021 743 187 | 916 6000

premium.co.nz |  F ine Homes |  F ine Apartments |  F ine Li festyles
PREMIUM REAL ESTATE LTD LICENSED REA 2008

VIEW FROM BALCONY

CONCEPT IMAGE

 

VIEW | PLEASE CONTACT AGENT
TENDER | 13 OCTOBER 2020 AT 5 PM  
UNLESS SOLD PRIOR BY PRIVATE TREATY
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/9994

• Four double bedrooms and three full bathrooms. 
•  Three spacious living rooms.
•   Vertical cedar construction, engineered oak flooring, 

ducted air con, underfloor heating. 
•  Beach access, parking for four cars, short walk to 

shops, lake and beach. 

MILFORD | Beach Access | Near New Architectural Cedar Home

JELENA FREEMAN 021 65 65 63 | 916 6000
JIM MAYS 021 937 766 | 916 6000

VIEW | PLEASE CONTACT AGENT
EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST | 02 OCTOBER 
2020 AT 4 PM UNLESS SOLD PRIOR
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/9992

Enjoying a show stopping waterfront position and
superbly located on Hustmere Road this stylish
character one level home offers spectacular views
over the Hauraki Gulf. Three generous bedrooms, two
bathrooms, and a second living area, carport and a
cable car. Great school zones.

TAKAPUNA | Absolute Waterfront on the Golden Mile

ROBERT MILNE 022 011 2494 | 916 6000
RICHARD MILNE 021 770 611 | 916 6000


