
Issue 1 – 15 March 2019DELIVERED FORTNIGHTLY AN INDEPENDENT VOICEIssue 1 – 15 March 2019DELIVERED FORTNIGHTLY AN INDEPENDENT VOICE
Issue 1 – 15 March 2019DELIVERED FORTNIGHTLY AN INDEPENDENT VOICE

Takapuna, Milford, Castor Bay, Forrest Hill and Sunnynook

Issue 43  Oct 16, 2020Issue 1 – 15 March 2019DELIVERED FORTNIGHTLY AN INDEPENDENT VOICE

Racing fan clocks up  
107 years... p3

Hurstmere Rd works 
delayed again... p5

North Shore candidates 
meeting... p6

To page 2

Record breaker 

Massive development gets green light
One of the largest residential developments 

proposed for the North Shore has been given 
zoning permission.  

Amendments to the Smales 1 Precinct Zone 
now allow up to 1380 residential dwellings in 

apartment blocks up to 123m high on the 10.8 
hectare Smales Farm site.

The changes were approved by Auckland 
Council’s planning committee early this month. 

Smales Farm was previously zoned solely 

as a business park, with no residential develop-
ment allowed.

Under the changes, buildings towards the 
eastern side of the site, abutting Taharoto Rd 

Expertise with proven results
Lynne works tirelessly to achieve the best result for you.

Lynne Lagan ba mba

027 201 1732 (available 24/7)
l.lagan@barfoot.co.nz • barfoot.co.nz/l.lagan

Charlotte, Milford

Expertise with proven results
Lynne works tirelessly to achieve the best result for you.

Lynne Lagan ba mba

027 201 1732 (available 24/7)
l.lagan@barfoot.co.nz • barfoot.co.nz/l.lagan

Charlotte, Milford

Expertise with proven results
Lynne works tirelessly to achieve the best result for you.

Lynne Lagan ba mba

027 201 1732 (available 24/7)
l.lagan@barfoot.co.nz • barfoot.co.nz/l.lagan

Charlotte, Milford

Marama Magic
2/3 Marama Street, Castor Bay
Auction Friday 23rd October (unless sold prior)
Open hOMeS  Saturday 2:00pm - 2:45pm 

Sunday    2:00pm - 2:45pm 
Request a viewing3 Bed  |  2 Bath  |  2 GaRaGinG

Expertise with proven results
Lynne works tirelessly to achieve the best result for you.

Lynne Lagan ba mba

027 201 1732 (available 24/7)
l.lagan@barfoot.co.nz • barfoot.co.nz/l.lagan

Charlotte, Milford

Simon

Watts
North Shore

Authorised Simon Watts, 
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Milestone marathon…Takapuna resident, Fabe Downs, set a new record for the Devonport Half Marathon 
last weekend, winning  the 21k race in a time of 1.10.59.  Marathon mates, p19.
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The former Takapuna Library building at 2 The 
Strand has been vacant since an earthquake 
notice was issued in March 2018. The 1956 
heritage-listed public building has now been 
unoccupied for 918 days. At some point, its future 
will be determined by Auckland Council.

2 The Strand: 
empty for 
918 days

From page 1
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Oarsome costumes make waves at Beach Series finale 

In the pink… Jason Herriman was among entrants who got into the spirit of a retro-themed final night 
of the Beach Series summer races at Takapuna Beach last Tuesday. More pictures p12-14 

Preserving coastal track no walk in the park

To page 3 

The future of a hugely popular coastal 
track between Takapuna and Milford is set to 
be secured as Auckland Council negotiates 
with a property owner over purchasing his 
historic bach.

People have been walking through Paul 
Firth’s garden since 2011, when a wooden 
bridge was washed away in a storm.

At that time, the council found it had never 
been an official bridge and rebuilding would 

require a coastal consent, which required ap-
proval from all affected landowners.

Firth, now 74, withheld his consent because 
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Fears locals short-changed   
by new town square... p7

New Takapuna-Milford paper 
hits the streets... p2

‘Sacred’ pohutukawa trees  
turn into a menace... p4

The North Shore recorded its third dri-
est September on record, latest climate 
statistics show. 

Just 47mm was recorded last month, 
which is 45 per cent of the normal Sep-
tember rainfall, figures from the National 
Institute of Water and Atmosphere (NIWA) 
show.

This meant September 2020 had the third 

lowest rainfall recorded for that month since 
records began in 1966, said NIWA.

Rainfall last month was less than half 
what is normal across the whole top third 
of the North Island, with temperatures near 
average. 

NIWA said September was characterised 
by higher than normal mean sea level pres-
sure across the northern North Island and the 

Tasman Sea, resulting in a westerly airflow 
anomaly which had suppressed  rainfall.

Other regional features of note recorded 
in its monthly summary were wind gusts 
that caused two trucks to topple on the 
Auckland Harbour Bridge, causing damage 
on 18 September. 

More strong winds on 29 September saw 
the bridge temporarily closed again.

and parts of Shakespeare and Northcote Rds, 
are restricted to 5 m. Higher building heights are 
allowed on the rest of the site, much of which 
overlooks the Northern Motorway. 

“Further office, commercial and com-
munity activities would also be en-
abled, primarily centred on a pedestrian 
plaza with direct links to the adjoining  
Smales Farm bus station,” a council report says. 

The tallest building on the North Shore is 
the Sentinel building in Takapuna at 30 storeys 
and 150m high. 

Smales Farm owner Northcote RD1 Hold-
ings applied to Auckland Council to change the 
Auckland Unitary Plan to allow the develop-
ment to go ahead.

The new mixed-use transit zone, to allow 
residential development fits in with Unitary Plan 
goals to encourage housing around transport 
nodes. The North Shore Hospital buildings 
across the road from Smales Farm are up to 
65m in height.

The Observer sought comment from Smales 
Farm on the status of the project now – when 
it would start and various time lines. However 
management did not return calls prior to our 
deadline.

Dry September on Shore, as Auckland drought continues

Massive apartment block development now allowed under Unitary Plan

On the rise... An artist’s impression of what the apartment blocks at 
Smales Farm might look like 
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Connie Trewern is the oldest holder of a 
TAB betting account in New Zealand. At 107 
she still takes an active interest in the races. 

The Takapuna great-grandmother – who 
loved dressing up to attend the big cup meet-
ings in Auckland and Christchurch over the 
decades – is a careful punter. 

Trewern, who has had two races named 
after her, told the Observer on her recent 
birthday that she watches “all the races” on 
Trackside. 

“I like to back a winner,” she says. A bet on 
an outsider netted $260 in her account once, 
but she notes: “I’ve lost enough.” 

With family gathered to cut a cake and for 
a glass of bubbles, whip-smart and pin-neat 
Trewern joked that hearing from the Queen 
was old-hat. “She doesn’t know me and I 
don’t know her.” 

The royal birthday greeting first arrived 
for her century and then again when she 
turned 105 and each year thereafter. This 
year, the Pope joined the wellwishers. As 
to presents: “I really don’t ask for much.”

World War I had not started when Trewern 
was born in Guernsey in the Channel Islands 
on 2 October 1913. The war claimed the life 
of her father, whom she does not remember. 
Her mother remarried, to a New Zealand sol-
dier who set sail with his new bride and her 
two daughters, when Connie was aged 6 or 7. 

The family settled in the Christchurch 
suburb of Riccarton and for half of her life 
she remained in Canterbury.

“I’ve had a very bitsy life, but a full one,” 
she says. “I’ve been married twice and lost 
both husbands.” 

To her first, Walter, she had two daughters, 
Sandy, whom she lives with, and Robin, who 
came up from Ashburton with her husband 
for the birthday afternoon tea, joined by their 
son who lives in Auckland. 

Trewern made the move north with her 
second husband, Tom, first to Wellington 
for a few years. His job then brought them 
to Auckland. That was nearly 50 years ago, 
with home first being in Northcote, then Mil-
ford, before a shift to central Takapuna. She 
has shared a house with Sandy for 32 years.

“I think I’m going to live forever – I don’t 
think I’m going to pop off,” is Trewern’s take 
on her longevity. 

She is among the oldest people in New 
Zealand, with a 108-year-old man and sev-
eral women having reached 107 before her. 

Her competitive sharpness and enjoyment 
of life is undimmed. Trewern says she has 
never had headaches and pains. “But my 
hearing is fading and so are my eyes.” She 
gets around this with hearing aids and a 
65-inch large-screen television. As well as 
Trackside, she enjoys The Chase. Sometimes 
in the middle of the night she watches bil-
liards and snooker. 

The family recall that once her life es-
timate was put at the mid-80s, but she has 
packed plenty into the decades since. Her 

Love of a flutter undimmed – 107 years down the track

90th birthday was spent at the Ellerslie rac-
es, her 95th at Cambridge. The Cambridge 
club named a race after her and another 
memorable moment was the running of the 
Connie Trewern 102nd Birthday Mobile at 
Alexandra Park. 

For her 100th birthday there was a party 
and housie at the Devonport Senior Citizens 
Hall. Trewern has her favourite numbers – 
2, 5, 8 and 10 – memorised and still tracks 
horse form and knows trainers. 

Sandy says her mother has always taken 
a meticulous approach to what she does and 
how she appears. She has never smoked or 
sunbathed – and her lovely skin shows the 
benefit. 

For her 101st birthday a dressy hat party 
was held. This reflected her love of dressing 
up for the races and being well groomed. It 
harked back also to time spent running a suc-
cessful fashion business making women’s 
wear. “I’ve worked all my life, I was a self-
taught fashion cutter, I had my own business 
and a shop in Christchurch.”

This came about when her first husband 
was in the rag trade and she observed that 
his pattern cutter seemed to be wasting a lot 
of fabric, so asked to have a go. 

By the 1950s and 60s she had taken on 
several machinists and had her own label, 
Konnie Kase, a version of her maiden name, 
making smart women’s wear.

“I still tell them what I want to wear – 
I’ve changed once already this morning,” 
Trewern tells the Observer on her big day. 
Her petite frame is dressed neatly in pants 
and a smart blouse, ready for the cutting of 
her cake and glass of bubbles. 

A visit by Monsignor David Tonks of St 
Joseph’s Catholic Church to give a blessing 
is also expected.

These days Trewern, who has five grand-
children and 11 great-grandchildren, is 
largely house-bound. This was the result of 
a slip while using her walker last Christmas, 
when she broke a wrist. Now visitors rather 
than outings are a highlight. 

Looking back, she says she is particularly 
proud of having had her two daughters. 

She has made two trips to the United 
Kingdom, but plane travel has never much 
appealed and after WWII she found England 
much changed. 

As to the other differences she has noticed 
in the world over the years, she just says: “It 
will change again. For better and worse.”

Going strong... Connie Trewern celebrating her 107th birthday
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Shop 2, Old Post Office,  
10 Victoria Road, Devonport

www.sofrenchhome.co.nz

We are open from  
9.30am till 4.30pm every day

Shop Ph 021 0290 8640
bonjour@sofrenchhome.co.nz

facebook: sofrenchhome

Transport yourself to  
Provence with our beautiful  

range of body and home scents, 
and French-designed  

hats and bags

NEW ARRIVALS
Authentic and Unique  

Vintage French  
Chandeliers

H O M E
So French

Devonports Devonports 
French French 

QuarterQuarter

17 Fraser Avenue, Northcote
Ph: 09 418 3118 | Manager: Jo Lochery

amc.manager@annemaree.co.nz
www.annemareeresthome.co.nz

Become part of the Anne Maree Court
family – with rooms now available

COVID SAFE CARE

Anne Maree Court
Rest Home & Hospital

Future of Takapuna Libary 
clearer next month

A  list of “optimisation options” for Taka-
puna Library, the Takapuna Community Ser-
vices Building and the Mary Thomas Centre 
will be presented to the Devonport-Takapuna 
Local Board in November. 

Service property optimisation “involves the 
sale of part of an asset where the funds come 
back to redevelop the asset”, an Auckland 
Council report to a board workshop said.

Any profit made from any sale will be used 
to upgrade  other facilities in the assessment, 
the report said.  

Building and site information and financial   
impacts will be provided to the board in the 
November report. 

Three raised crossings near the 
roundabout at the junction of Hurstmere 
Rd, Anzac Rd and The Strand are in the 
process of being painted with proper 
markings. 

Eagle-eyed Takapuna residents had 
questioned through the Observer 
whether the recent works complied 
with regulations, but it turns out they are 
just one-step ahead of Auckland Council 
completing the work. 

A spokesperson said this was because 
the work had to be done at night to 
reduce disruption. As an interim measure 
extra signage indicated to drivers that 
pedestrians had right of way. Line 
markings would be completed soon. 

Raised crossings 
raise eyebrows
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Hurstmere Rd works delay dubbed ‘catastrophic’
Further delays to the disruptive upgrade of 

Hurstmere Rd have been lashed by the Takapuna 
Beach Business Association and prospective 
North Shore MP Simon Watts.  

Retailers were left reeling when Auckland 
Council decided to put the Covid-19 interrupted 
project on hold again.

“That’s idiotic, it’s catastrophic,” Watts told 
a public election candidates meeting in Milford 
last week.

Terence Harpur, chief executive of the busi-
ness association, said while the upgrade would 
eventually be absolutely fantastic, it was “very 
disappointing that Auckland Council is not 
continuing with its original timeline and [is] 
taking a very long break from construction from 
December 2020 to May 2021.”

He is seeking to pursue the matter further with 
senior council officials.

“We are concerned for the financial wellbeing 
of our members and presentation of Takapuna,” 
said Harpur.

Watts said retailers along Takapuna’s main 
shopping street were being strangled. “These 
delays are unacceptable.”

North Shore councillor Richard Hills – who 
fought to keep the project alive when Covid-19 
forced council budget cuts of $500 million – said 
the latest decision was “the best of a bad situa-
tion”. He was disappointed by the delay, but by 
setting back some of the work, $6 million of the 
around $14 million cost had been pushed into 
the next financial year. This move meant the 
project could be completed a few months later, 
by late 2021, when others across the city were 
being cancelled, he said.

Shops have faced months of noisy road 
works, impeded access to their stores and loss 
of customers since work began five weeks later 
than planned in April. The road was made a one-
way route with fewer parking spaces, to allow 
for more pedestrian-friendly spaces.

A number of store owners and managers 
told the Observer that just as they were seeing 
the light at the end of the tunnel in a very tough 
year it had been snuffed out. Some fear that 
with the council’s budget constraints, there is 
no guarantee that the work will restart next year.

Hills said: “We’ve got the whole budget 
saved, definitely.”

One store owner said his response to the delay 
was unprintable. Another said she might shut up 
shop in favour of trading online.Others wanted 
to hang on, having gone through so much al-
ready this year and believing the upgrade would 
eventually produce a better environment.

Improved paving and pedestrian and seating 
areas at the Lake Rd and Anzac St ends of the 
Hurstmere Rd shopping strip were recently 
completed. By December, the middle section 
– improving the connection between the beach 
across to the planned new Takapuna Square – 
is meant to be finished. That leaves the bits in 
between to landscape and pave, with some ad-
ditional stormwater installation when the project 
resumes mid next year.

In the meantime, Takapuna will have a 
Christmas season with disjointed sections 

along its main shopping strip that will still 
remain in February-March when it plays host 
to America’s Cup crowds.

While eateries hope the Cup will bring in 
welcome extra casual business, other retail-
ers say they rely on regulars, some of whom 
have already switched to shopping elsewhere. 
With lease signs already proliferating along 
Hurstmere Rd, retailers say hopes of attracting 
new permanent tenants will be dashed by news 
that the works will long be a work in progress.  

Leaf  & Loaf owner Stuart Wright said he 
understood contractors would fix up the road as 
best they could before signing off for the year, 
but there would be gaps. “We’re still going to 
see orange bollards.” 

Hills said he had asked for the whole stretch 
of road to be made to be completely walkable 
and as attractive as possible. 

Wright, who has owned his eatery with wife 
Jacqui for 11 years, said he would hang in, but 
he predicted more empty shops. 

Scott Donovan who has run Life for Men 
on the street for 18 years is more positive than 
most. He has noticed a strong pickup in his 
sales since the second lockdown. People were 
walking the street again, which was no longer 
manic with cars, he said. “People are very 
chilled, enjoying the experience.”

Donovan believes that Takapuna will benefit 
from an “amazing” upgrade. Work had been 
progressing well, especially considering its 
scope, he said. (This includes rainwater gardens 
and stormwater replacement to improve water 
quality flowing to the beaches.)

“I certainly understand why the delay is there 
and why they [the council] want to push it out 
with that budget.” Taking a break while the Cup 
was on also made sense, he said.

But Wright says he cannot understand why 
the council isn’t getting on with the job.  “To 

me it’s a little bit of pain now for the gain later 
– when it’s finished it’s going to be fantastic.” 
He was not alone in telling the Observer that 
January would be a good time to be pushing on 
with the work when trading was quieter.  

Wright is also bemused why the council has 
allowed a Sunday food truck market to set up 
further along Hurstmere Rd. “Why?” Sunday 
had been his busiest trading day, but not over 
the last few weekends, he said. Local businesses 
needed support now, not outside competition.

Thai Takapuna manager Luis Respall says 
his lunchtime trade is now “rubbish”. Diners 
were deterred from visting the long-established 
restaurant by heavy equipment operating just 
outside the front door in the middle of the day.  
As to the works delay, he says: “I try not to think 
about it much, otherwise I get very, very upset.”

It was clear from the decision-making, said 
Respall, that “the council doesn’t trade on the 
street.”

The head chef at Tucks and Bao, Elliott Car-
ran said takeaway and delivery services had 
been hit. Drivers didn’t want to venture into 
central Takapuna for pick-ups. But long-term 
the upgrade would be good for attracting tour-
ists up from the beach, he added.   

Franca Logan, who owns Florienne, said cus-
tomers had told her they were avoiding coming 
to Takapuna until parking was sorted. Luckily, 
she had many who continued to order flowers, 
but even preparing deliveries was tricky as her 
store had no back access and out front was a 
mess. Dust, noise and wind from trees having 
been removed were all daily problems. She was 
seriously considering her future.

“I find it absolutely ridiculous. They were 
getting on with it, but with stopping it adds 
another year.

“We’re the ones that stuck around and now 
this,” said Logan.

Mixed views... Leaf & Loaf’s Stuart Wright (left) can’t understand why 
the council isn’t pushing ahead; Scott Donovan, who owns Life for 
Men, believes taking a break during the America’s Cup makes sense 
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Candidates meeting: Likely next MP says Shore needs local focus
Calls for better representation for the North 

Shore were a feature of an election candidates 
night in Milford last week. 

“I’ve been on the Castor Bay Residents 
Association for five years now and I’ve never 
seen [sitting MP] Maggie Barry once,” said 
an audience member to one of the loudest 
rounds of applause of the evening. 

He wanted to know how the man favoured 
to take over from the outgoing National MP – 
who has sat on a big majority for three terms 
– would stick up for the electorate. 

“I’m part of the future, not the past,” Simon 
Watts replied. He said he was committed to 
the area and would work without baggage 
to sort out its issues, including water quality 
and the economy. 

“The Shore needs a local MP focussed on 
local issues,” he said. 

Judging by the applause, it was a message 
that resonated. 

Watts said he was “hugely frustrated” at 
buck passing between the Devonport-Taka-
puna Local Board and Auckland Council, 
but wanted to work with them. He pledged: 
“I will deliver locally.”

The Act candidate, Nick Kearney, had 
earlier told the gathering of under 100 people 
that Watts was all but assured of being the 
next electorate MP, given that Barry held 
the seat with a majority of around 14,000 at 
the 2017 election. But, like other candidates, 
he emphasised the value of a strategic party 
vote to deliver a Parliament that represented 
a range of views. Act would bring rigour to 
state spending, he said. 

TOP candidate Shai Navot, a lawyer and 
former Carmel College student, called for 
people to look beyond the “red-blue rewind 
of the last 30 years” . Housing affordability, 
inequality and child poverty had steadily 
worsened over the decades. Issues needed 
fixing, rather than tinkering with, she said, 
especially in drawing housing into the tax 
system and stopping the loading of debt onto 

the younger generation. A universal basic 
income was another TOP policy.  

Labour’s Romy Udanga ended nearly 
all his comments with a call to “party vote 
Labour”. He had welcomed the audience to 
Covid-19 alert-level 1, saying it was good to 
have a government that looked after people. 
At one stage he went out of his way to swap 
to a red-topped microphone to underline the 
cause. After a lengthy outline of his creden-
tials, Udanga focused most of his policy talk 
and answers around national issues.

Another to take up the microphone was a 
candidate from the Outdoors Party, who had 

not signed up in time to join the official line-
up on stage at the Milford Baptist Church. 
She too called for the party vote, saying: 
“If you want to vote for the same, you get 
the same.”

Mike Brewer, a former chief executive 
of Radio Rhema, who represents the New 
Conservatives, said: “Last election I voted 
for National and it was a wasted vote.” He 
advocated people voting with their hearts, 
for the party with which they most agreed 
policy-wise. The New Conservatives be-
lieved in citizens-initiated binding refer-
endums on social policies, he said. Fellow 

SkyPath: The Harbour Bridge cycle and 
walkway should be completed, said most 
of the candidates, but it faces an uphill ride 
from Simon Watts (National). “It’s not the 
priority right now,” he said, pointing to a 
ballooning cost of $250 million plus that 
would overtake spending on an expansion 
at North Shore Hospital. Further delay 
would be expensive, said Nick Kearney 
(Act), who revealed he was a cyclist, 
meaning (like the Greens) he was keen 
on connecting cycleways across the city. 
Mike Brewer (New Conservatives) said a 
pedestrian path had been suggested when 
the bridge was built and should have been 
included then.

Harbour crossings: Business cases 
needed to be made for infrastructure 
spending, said Shai Navot (TOP) and 
one had not been done for a second 
harbour crossing. Watts decried the lack 

of resilience and long-term planning in the 
transport system. He also called for smart 
investment, advocating more ferries, 
not fewer and switching to electric. He 
lamented the cancellation of the Stanley 
Bay service later this year. Brewer said a 
great city had public transport rich people 
wanted to use, not just poor people having 
to. Ryan Nicholls (Greens) said light rail 
would get more people out of cars.

Super City reform: Good work by the 
likes of Auckland Council’s Healthy Waters 
team was overlooked, said Romy Udanga 
(Labour). Local boards would be better 
empowered if they were bulk-funded, said 
Kearney. Some fine-tuning to the council 
could help, but it was basically okay. Ten 
years wasn’t such a long time to bed in a 
new system, he said. (Act’s former leader 
Rodney Hide, was a driving force in the 
Super City’s creation) Navot said councils 

needed access to more money for the 
public services they provided which was 
why TOP wanted to ring-fence GST from 
new developments to help them make up 
the shortfall. 

Education investment: Missing the 
chocolate fundraisers? Udanga says you 
have Labour spending boosts to schools to 
thank for no longer needing to raise money 
that way. He pointed to the spending of 
$60 million at Northcote College (ouside 
the North Shore electorate). Watts said 
National had set up the $50 million 
restoration and refurbishment at Takapuna 
Grammar School finally opened this year.

Four-year terms: All the candidates 
wanted a shift to four-year government 
terms, to break out of the cycle of what 
one said was a year spent getting up to 
speed, the second doing things and the 
third campaigning for re-election. 

Taking a position, issue by issue

Girl boss... Shae Navot of TOP instructed Ryan Nicholls of the Greens 
to hold up her housing graph as she extrapolated on her party’s 
policies.

MP in waiting... Simon Watts looks set to step into the North Shore 
seat, given the National party’s big majority in previous elections
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referendum fans, New Zealand First, were 
not represented. 

This is the third general election for which 
the Milford and Castor Bay Residents As-
sociations have combined to host a debate 
at the church. Experienced facilitator Larry 
Robbins kept the candidates to time during 
their five-minute set-piece speeches and 
invited audience questions afterwards. One 
of his own to Watts – perhaps sparked by 
several audience comments calling for parties 
to work together more – was whether Labour 
and National might consider a “grand coali-
tion”. The reply: “Two ticks blue, party vote 
National, Simon Watts North Shore.” 

The Greens’ Ryan Nicholls from Upper 
Harbour (filling in for Liz Rawlings, who 
was unable to attend) said the party would 
support a Labour Government to ensure cli-
mate justice and economic justice were to the 
fore. The Greens would await the election’s 
outcome before deciding between a formal 
coalition with Labour or a confidence-and-
supply deal.  

Act’s Kearney said his party’s leader, 
David Seymour, did not seek to be Deputy 
Prime Minister, as offered by National leader 
Judith Collins in the hope of forming a centre-
right government. Rather, Act wanted debate 
issue-by-issue and to scrutinise and cut state 
spending. The “Shane Jones $3 billion ‘elect 
me’ fund in Northland” needed to be got 
rid of and so too Winston Peters’ propping 
up of the horse-racing industry. “Any other 
business needs to stand on its own two feet 
– Government has to too.”

In Auckland, 47 per cent of green-house 
gas emissions were from transport, Nicholls 
said. To lower this the Greens would aid the 
uptake of electric vehicles and back public 
transport. The Northern Busway was an 
example of how this could succeed, he said, 
with one-third of people travelling over the 
Harbour Bridge doing so on buses. 

Watts connected with the audience by 
mixing talk of national policies with local is-
sues. His stated priorities were investment in 
hospitals, ridding Shore beaches of sewage, 
fixing congestion, making the area a hub for 
technology and business and getting started 
on a second harbour crossing. He laid out 
his background in finance, as an ambulance 
volunteer and a DHB executive, saying he 
would bring frontline capability and strategic 
thinking to Parliament. 

New Zealanders were taking on loads of 
debt and felt threatened with a “load of new 
taxes”, he maintained. He did not specify 
what these were.

But he did thank locals for the toots when 
he was out and about in the electorate with 
his signs. 

Party party party...  
Romy Udanga reliably ended his 
pitches with “party vote Labour” 
and at one stage went out of 
his way to pick up a red-topped 
microphone

On campaigning: “I came into this 
campaign thinking it was about politics, 
but it’s about putting up signs,” said 
Mike Brewer (New Conservatives)  
On priorities: To meeting attendees 
who came along rather than watching 
The Press leaders debate being 
live-streamed from Christchurch the 
same evening:  “I do appreciate you 
prioritising us over them” – Simon 
Watts (National).
On taxing housing: “No other party 
wants to talk about it” – Shai Navot 
(TOP). 
On volunteer ing his t ime as 
honorary solicitor for the Castor Bay 
Residents Association: “If you think 
that’s a good thing, it’s probably worth 
a party vote” – Nick Kearney (Act)
On Greens MP Chloe Swarbrick: 
“She’s dangerous... she’s articulate” 
– an audience member’s overheard 
aside.

Co-operative approach... 
Shai Navot of TOP enlisted Ryan 
Nicholls of the Greens to hold up 
her housing graph They said it
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After 15 years at NZ Window Shades, 
Janene Gillon decided to try corporate life 
in a large retail group. However, two years 
later she realised that her passion was face-
to-face sales, direct to consumers.

When the opportunity to become the ex-
clusive distributor for Weathermaster Auck-
land came up in 2018, Janene  immediately 
called the parent company, who said, “Great! 
We’ve been waiting for your call.”

“The corporate nine-to-five life just wasn’t 
for me. As the exclusive distributor for 
Weathermaster products, I am not stuck in 
an office. I get to travel all over Auckland and 
further afield to consult, and it also provides 
a lifestyle where I can spend time with my 
grandchildren,” she says.

Janene, whose Milford home doubles as a 
showroom, says she’s more of a design con-
sultant than a transactional sales rep.

“I sell with a consultative approach, listen-
ing to my customers’ needs and then com-
ing up with a unique solution for them. 
Sometimes my solution is slightly different 
to what they originally had in mind, but it’s 
a solution that helps create that new space – 
either indoor or outdoor.”

“Everyone likes to enjoy a glass of wine or 
coffee outside, including me, and the Weath-
ermaster products help make that space 
useable, protected and private,” says Janene, 
who has lived on the shore for 30 years.

But it’s not only the outdoor spaces that are 
important. 

As summer approaches, indoor products 
like shutters and automated blinds provide 
UV protection and shade that makes using 
the internal spaces more pleasant.

“Our indoor blinds can be hardwired to 
the mains during a build process or installed 
at any time with a rechargeable battery 
which requires charging once a year, based 

on two operations a day.
“Motorisation is currently the most 

sought-after feature of our products,” she 
says. “The ability to open and close blinds 
or awnings at set times in the day is hugely 
popular as it facilitates UV protection, pri-
vacy, temperature control, and making a 
house looked lived in, which is important if 
you’re away from home or away from your 
bach.

“We also have motion sensors that auto-
matically retracts your awnings depending 
on wind velocity. So if you leave them ex-
tended while you’re out and the wind picks 
up, they will retract depending on your set-
tings,” she says.

Janene says that it’s not unusual for her 
to be working in Auckland one day then 

travelling up to places like Omaha the next, 
installing products at the same customer’s 
bach. She enjoys being able to offer high-
quality products, built to last and incorpo-
rating the latest technology. 

Weathermaster Auckland products are 
all made to measure and manufactured at 
parent-company NZ Window Shades’ East 
Tamaki plant in Auckland, an operation that 
has been going for 65 years.

“We can design, build and install any of 
our products within 10-15 working days,” 
she says.

Janene won distributor of the year in 2019, 
putting her success down to a personable 
and professional approach with her custom-
ers. “I treat my customers the way I would 
expect to be treated.”

Weathermaster Auckland – creating new  
liveable spaces both indoor and outdoor

PHONE 021 274 7447
 sales@weathermasterak.co.nz
www.weathermasterak.co.nz

BLINDS  |  AWNINGS
SHUTTERS  |  UMBRELLAS

Indoor & Outdoor  
New Zealand Lifestyle Spaces
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After years without seeing the sand and the 
ocean up close, 13-year-old Johnny Herring, 
who suffers from cerebral palsy, can now 
enjoy a day out at Takapuna Beach. 

Johnny, previously confined to an old-style 
wheelchair, can hit the beach thanks to com-

munity donations towards the purchase of a 
new Hippocampe all-terrain wheelchair for 
the Wilson Centre. 

More than $10,000 was raised in an effort 
that began with 15-year-old Finlay Butcher, 
who has himself benefited from the Wilson 
Centre rehabilitation services. 

Finlay suffers from low bone density due 
to his cerebral palsy. His condition contrib-
uted to two severe leg fractures in the last 
couple of years. He needed to build up his 
strength in his legs and to do that he uses a 
standing frame. 

Last year he took on a 30-Day-Challenge 
standing in a frame for a minimum of 30 
minutes a day leading up to Christmas. He 
invited people to support his fundraising ef-
forts to make local beaches accessible to all 
children at the Wilson Centre. 

Finlay’s mother, Kimberly Graham, said: 
“Finlay has always loved the beach and 
knows how it can help recovery, general 
health and well being.”

The Wilson Centre is a temporary home 

to children who need ongoing rehabilitation. 
They can spend weeks or months receiving 
intensive rehabilitation therapy after surger-
ies, medical treatments or accidents. 

During their stay, the children can be de-
pendent on wheelchairs and hospital beds. 
“You can often see the children being pushed 
by parents, grandparents or caregivers along 
the main road to just get out and look around,” 
said Graham. 

A beach wheelchair can cost anywhere 
from $6000 to $7000, and specialised adapta-
tions come at an extra cost. 

The Hippocampe wheelchair comes with 
balloon tyres for use on soft sand and a pos-
tural seating system for extra comfort. 

“We wanted the children and families who 
spend time at the Wilson Centre to feel full 
inclusion whilst spending time in our neigh-
bourhood,” said Graham. 

The funds raised were channelled through 
the Well Foundation, the official fundraising 
charity for the Wilson Centre and District 
Health Board.

Wheelchair opens up a new world for Wilson Centre 

Beach boys... Johnny Herring (left) and Finlay Butcher enjoying Takapuna Beach, thanks to their all-
terrain wheelchairs. Finlay, who has his own chair, kicked off fundraising for another one for children at 
the Wilson Centre.   
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More than 80 children took part in a free 
make your own soy candle workshop at 
Milford mall last week. 

Flame in Vintage candlemaker Niki 
O’Brien supplied small vintage crystal 
glasses, coco-soy candle wax and wicks for 
the children to use. 

“The kids have really enjoyed the work-
shop and we were happy to do something 
good for our community,” said O’Brien. 

Nine-year-old Aston Hirst made a candle 
he planned to give to his grandmother after 
the workshop. “I really love making candles 
to give to my family,” he said.

 Four-year-old Blake Bolton and seven-
year-old Beau Bolton made their soy candles 
in little vintage French wine glasses.   

Specsavers Takapuna   
Shore City Shopping Centre  Tel 09 486 0311

Free eye test  
for AA Members
Includes OCT  
advanced 3D scan

Applies to comprehensive eye tests only, normally valued at $60. Excludes contact lens examination, DL12  
Eyesight Certificate and visual field checks. Limited to one per AA Member every two years. Available to 
current AA Members upon presentation of AA Membership card.

Book an eye test online

Nothing holds a candle to this holiday entertainment

Wax work... Candlemaker Niki 
O’Brien helps Blake Bolton (4) 
create a candle during a workshop 
at Milford mall, while her brother 
Beau Bolton (7) looks on. 

Letters to the Editor 
Topics should be local.  

Noms-de-plume or submissions 
without a name will not be printed.  

Email news@rangitoto-observer.co.nz  
or post to Rangitoto Observer,  
PO Box 32 275, Devonport. 
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DAMP LEAKY BASEMENT? 
WANT TO ADD VALUE TO YOUR HOME AND MAXIMISE USE OF SPACE?

RECLAIM, REVIVE AND REFIT YOUR UNUSABLE 
BASEMENT SPACE WITH WATERPROOFING  
SOLUTIONS LTD AND NEWTON SYSTEM 500.

Need extra space? Another bedroom, rumpus 
room, home theatre, second lounge? The new 
post-Covid environment sees homeowners and 
buyers alike looking for extra space, and home 
offices/studios.  A recent article in Stuff, using actual 
REINZ sales data over the past 12 months, showed 
the average cost of moving from a three-bedroom 
house to a four-bedroom property on the North 
Shore of Auckland is $300,000.

Traditional New Zealand (NZ) solutions for leaking 
basement areas involved either excavation and re-
waterproofing (very costly, often impossible and 
just replacing what has already failed) or internal 
coatings that can’t be guaranteed and can’t be 
penetrated, severely limiting options to fit-out and 
decorate the areas. 

Now there is a guaranteed, Codemarked, proven 
system to reclaim your existing basement space 

and develop it without restriction – NEWTON 
SYSTEM 500. It has been tried and tested for over 
30 years in the UK by John Newton & Co, the UK’s 
longest-established waterproofing company.

Newton System 500 is the perfect solution to 
remedial basement waterproofing, fully guaranteed 
for the life of the structure, maintainable, and with 
no limitations on how the remediated space is 
fitted out. Perfect for large commercial spaces and 
domestic basements, where a dry environment is 
required, and peace of mind needed. The photos 
show ‘before and after’ of a completed domestic 

basement in Northcote.
Waterproofing Solutions Ltd, NZ’’s first and 

premier installers of this system. We can manage 
the entire process for you, including fit-out and 
decorating.

Add value and utility to your home by using existing 
space, for far less than buying a new property.

Contact us now for a  
free consultation and 

assessment of your property.

dave@waterproofsolutions.co.nz
www.waterproofsolutions.co.nz 
Dave Edwards  021 331971

Support your paper 
for the price of a  
cup of coffee.
Go to devonportflagstaff.co.nz and click on  
‘Become a supporter’ at the top of the page.

Electoral sign vandalism has hit North 
Shore New Conservative candidate Mike 
Brewer harder than most. 

He plans to write to the Electoral Com-
mission asking for a crackdown on damage 
in future campaigns.

Brewer said the party’s signs were being 
disproportionately hit nationwide. “We’re 
being directly targeted.”

While some damage was to be expected to 
the hoardings of all parties, he thought things 
had got out of hand. This included his being 
labelled a racist and having homophobic 
and other offensive slurs painted across his 
posters. 

Signs had also been smashed and knocked 
over. On one occasion, this looked like it had 

been done with a sledgehammer.
Damage to his signs was widespread, 

but worst in Devonport. In Forrest Hill last 
week he was able to salvage four signs by 
cleaning off paint.

“We had a budget for signs of approxi-
mately $2000 which we were responsible 
for raising in the local electorate. Fortunately 
the donations in our electorate covered this 
and we originally ordered 30 signs and then 
another 12.” 

With just over a week to go, he had only 
a few left to cover 12 sites.

To combat the damage he had suffered 
in Devonport, Brewer said he had come up 
with a new sign design that he has dubbed 
the “Devonport Fortress of Freedom”. It is 

taller than his usual signs, setting it out of 
easy reach of taggers. It is anchored with 
three posts, instead of the usual one.

A “smile, you’re on camera” message on 
it might also prove a deterrent, he hopes.

Brewer said he would like to see people 
who damaged signs liable. Candidates were 
required by the commission to take them 
down on election eve (16 October), or face 
stiff penalties, yet little was done to combat 
vandalism. Parties should be afforded some 
protection. “Would this still happen if there 
was a $5000 fine for people caught doing 
this?” 

Brewer, who has lived on the Shore for 
eight years with his family, is a former chief 
executive at Radio Rhema. 

Sign vandals hammer New Conservative candidate’s campaign
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DINE  
& WIN 
in Takapuna!in Takapuna!

Taste of Taka

 WORTH OF 
DINING PRIZES

A year’s worth of Takapuna dining vouchers 
plus more prizes to be won!

Simply spend $20 or more in one 
transaction in any participating 

hospitality business in Takapuna, upload 
your transaction details to our website, 

and you’re in the draw to win!

$4,000$4,000

1ST PRIZE:

1-31  
OCTOBER  

2020

1-31  
OCTOBER  

2020

Visit  
ilovetakapuna.co.nz 
to enter and  
for further 
competition details.

Love Taka 
Shop Taka
Introducing some of your 

local Takapuna retailers

This is who you support  

when you shop local

R E G AT TA  B A R  &  E AT E R Y

Andy 
HE LOVES COOKING FOR FAMILY  

AND FRIENDS
WE LOVE REGATTA’S FABULOUS  

FOOD AND VIEWS

S A M ’S  M E D I T E R R A N E A N  
E AT E R Y  &  F O O D  S T O R E

Sam 
H E  L O V E S  W E I G H T  L I F T I N G

W E  L O V E  S A M ’S  G R E E K  
 M O U S S A K A  &  T I R A M I S U

Z O M E R

Saul 
H E  L O V E S  F I S H I N G ,  

TA K A P U N A’S  C O M M U N I T Y
WE LOVE ZOMER’S SUMMER  

ENERGY EVERY DAY

S E V E N  H I L LS  
T U R K I S H  E AT E R Y

Ali 
HE LOVES TAKAPUNA BEACH & LIVE MUSIC

WE LOVE ALI’S AUTHENTIC TURKISH LAHMACUN

M A N N A  S U S H I  &  D O N B U R I

Michelle 
S H E  L O V E S  WA L K I N G  O N  TA K A P U N A  

B E A C H  W I T H  H E R  FA M I LY

W E  L O V E  C H I C K E N  K A R A A G E  &  S U S H I

T H E  O L D  LO L LY  S H O P

ElleN
S H E  L O V E S  W H I T E  C H O C O L AT E  &  C O F F E E

WE LOVE HANDMADE LOLLIPOPS  
& KIDS WORKSHOPS
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We guarantee 
our Workmanship

Backed by over 35 years’ experience 
of quality preparation and painting

ph ross kingdom 
021 723 413

registered 
professional painters Phone COLIN on 480 5864

RECOVER YOUR
LOUNGE SUITE

Call us for a free quotation and put the life
back into that favourite chair or lounge suite

AWARD FURNITURE

North Shore based renovations, 
new builds, design & project  

management since 1985.

Trustworthy licensed builders specialising  
in residential alterations/extensions, 

kitchens, bathrooms, tiling, re-cladding.

Contact Alex Carey on  
0274 660 666, or visit our website 

www.efd.kiwi

FENCE
BROTHERS

www.fencebros.co.nz

• FENCES
• PERGOLAS
•  DECKS

•  REtAiNiNG 
WALLS

•  PROPERtY MAiNtENANCE

CONtACt GREG 
FOR A FREE QUOtE

0800 336 232

“YOUR LOCAL ROOFER”

0800 7663 92
• RE-ROOFS
• NEW ROOFS
• LEAKS
• SPOUTING
www.relayroofing.co.nz

RENE GARDENING

SMALL & MEDIUM TREES
HEDGES & SHRUBS
PRUNING – TRIMMING
GARDEN TIDY UPS 
& MAINTENANCE

We look after your  
garden with care  
and passion. 

facebook.com/ReneGardening

         @renegardening

info@renegardening.co.nz
Rene: 021 134 5604

Refresh your furniture 
with NZ Chalk Paint.

Find out more at 
newtonspaints.co.nz

Located in Castor Bay Ak.
For expert advice 

Phone Ali 09 410 4289

CLASSIFIEDS
FOR SALE

Custommade Lampshades. New or Revamped. Also 
kits & classes offered. Visit www.oscuro.co.nz or 
contact Claire 02102497428 or oscurolampshades@
gmail.com

SERVICES OFFERED
Handyman/Qualified cabinet maker - all work, 
inside & out.  Experienced, prompt & reliable. Ph/Text 
Stu 021 122 9356
Section Services. Trees: pruned, removed.  Hedges: 
trimmed, reduced.  Section tidy-ups.  Insured, qualified 
& local.  Ph Dom 0272221223
Vehicles wanted. Top cash paid for any VANS, UTES, 
TRUCKS, 4X4, CARS - Dead or Alive, damaged, de-
registered mechanical problem, no WOF - we buy it.  
Call 0800 333 398

TUITION
Art for adults - Mastering Art Friday morning classes 
@ Devonport Community house  and online tutoring  
www.lucybucknall.com tel- 0211442791
Guitar Tuition - face-to-face and online acoustic guitar 
lessons with friendly and experienced folk musician/
singer-songwriter based in Devonport. Dave Walker: 
www.facebook.com/guitartui6  Tel: 02102 779955
NCEA Maths Exam specialist. 100% student pass 
rate in 2019. Please ph Peter on 09 445 1899 or 021 
0817 5037.

WANTED
Wanted to buy: Small apartment one or two bedrooms 
close to Milford village. Private cash buyer. Email 
johnc6824@gmail.com

Reach your  
Takapuna, Milford 

and surrounds 
customers

cost-effectively
Contact the Observer 

for our rates and dates. 

EMAIL: 
sales@rangitoto-observer.co.nz

Tony Gasperini
Qualified Local Arborist

Tree & Tall Hedge Specialist

027 770-0099
Devonport, Auckland
tony.gasperini@gmail.com
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Milford / Takapuna Tides
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Residents are thrilled a Takapuna bar has 
given up on its efforts to obtain a liquor 
licence to trade until 3am. An application 
by Hurstmere Pubs Ltd & Darby Hospital-
ity (trading as the Elephant Wrestler) was 
turned down by the Auckland District Li-
censing Committee in March. The bar had 
appealed, but has now discontinued this.

“Obviously we’re really pleased they’ve 
dropped the case,” said a local resident. The 
committee ruled in March that approval 
would have had more than a minor impact 
in the area. In all, 66 letters objecting to an 
extension had been submitted, with four in 
support. Police opposed it too. 

The original decision would make it 
harder for people to get late licences, said 
the resident, which was good because late 
-night drinking caused “unbelievable” 
issues in the neighbourhood, including 
vomiting and violence. In the interests 
of working with the bar in the future and 
supporting local businesses, the resident 
wanted to remain anonymous.

Bodyline by Guy Body 

Phil Goff has said previously that our 
beaches are amongst the jewels in the crown 
of Auckland. Regrettably the jewel that is 
Milford Beach is losing its shine.

As far back as June, the Rangitoto Ob-
server wrote about the large rocks illegally 
dumped on the beach infuriating beach us-
ers making their walk along the beach at 
close to high tide virtually impossible. The 
council judiciously vetoed this unconsented 
work and issued the property owners with 
abatement notices, and here we are nearly 

four months later, and whilst most of these 
rocks have been moved there are many that 
still hinder an easy path past them up to two 
hours before and after high tide.

Recently after a night of rain, the calm 
crystal-clear sea water was spoilt by a large 
plume of polluted water arising from Wairau 
Estuary. The most worrying toxin is the raw 
human sewage. Council GIS maps mark the 
Wairau Estuary and Creek as stormwater 
drains. Watercare intentionally allow “en-
gineered overflows” of raw sewage into the 

creek. This happens multiple times each year 
after heavy rain, and worryingly Watercare 
does not actually monitor how often this 
happens or how much is released.

Milford WEEPS (Wairau Estuary En-
vironment Protection Society) has been 
campaigning for the estuary to be cleaned 
up and to be swimmable 365 days a year 
by 2025. Wairau Creek has been used as a 
sewage overflow drain for too long and the 
dilution of the pollution is not the solution.
Ruth Newcombe

Wrestler drops appeal

Letters Wairau Creek polluted by sewage after heavy rain



The RangiToTo obseRveR  Page 16 OctOber 16, 2020

“Carefully loving  
your little angel as  

they learn and grow”

0-6
years

open: 7am
close: 6.00pm Takapuna

Town square takes shape 

Increased planting, more seating and 
bike and scooter stands have been added 
to the Takapuna Square design after public 
consultation. A large water feature has also 
been redesigned so it can increase in scale in 
summer and go smaller during winter, times 
of water shortage and when events are held. 

The square has also been refined to align 
better with the Shore City shopping centre 
and  Hurstmere Rd, and the entrance to Potters 
Park has been widened. 

Panuku says the square is capable of ac-
commodating a crowd of more than 3000 
people for events. 

Latest design… how the Takapuna Square looks after the latest tweaks

EUROPEAN CAR SERVICES
SPECIALISTS IN THE SERVICE AND REPAIR OF

BMW, AUDI, MERCEDES AND VOLKSWAGEN

197 ARCHERS ROAD, GLENFIELD, NORTH SHORE
PHONE 09 444 3965  |  EMAIL WORKSHOP@BURGERSMOTORWORKS.CO.NZ

A total of 115 submissions were received.  
The final concept design will go to the 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board in October 
for approval. 

The community appeared split over the 
proposed relocation of the Anzac memorial 
into the square. 

A project team of staff from Panuku, coun-
cil civic events and members of the RSA will 
investigate potential options and report back 
to the board.

The Takapuna Sunday market will be 
provided space and is set to continue, but on 
a smaller scale. 

All but one of the four Milford properties 
with rocks on the beach have now 
moved them to the satisfaction of 
council. Auckland Council’s manager 
of regulatory compliance, Steve Pearce, 
described this as a “really positive 
result.”. The rocks, piled on the beach 
without council permission in early June 
to reinforce the residents’ existing sea 

walls, have impeded walkers at high tide 
causing local consternation. The council 
which iniitally issued abatement notices 
and threatened fines, then pursued a 
negotiated solution.  

Pearce said the owners of 7a Holiday 
Rd had lodged a consent application for 
placement of the rocks. “We are currently 
waiting for this decision,” he said.

Rocks rolling slowly from Milford Beach
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Raffy Laguda was one of the first corpo-
rate volunteers to work with the North Shore 
Birdsong project on clearing weeds at Smiths 
Bush, Takapuna. 

“It’s so great that we get to help our com-
munity especially since our office is based in 
Takapuna and most of us live on the Shore,” 
said Laguda, one of eight Reckitt Benckiser 
employees who took a paid day off work 
last week to help out at their favourite local 
reserves, including Smiths Bush and Brian 
Byrnes Reserve in Milford. 

Takapuna North Community Trust Envi-
ronmental Coordinator Fiona Martin said 
getting more corporate volunteers taking a 
couple days out of the year to do their part in 
maintaining reserves and parks was a priority 
for the trust. 

She is encouraging more businesses to 
engage volunteers for community environ-
mental work, which strengthens community 
ties and benefits everyone. 

Anyone interested in getting involved 
in local pest-free and restoration projects 
can contact Martin via her email enviro@
takapunatrust.org.nz 

Getting stuck in... Raffy Laguda 
enjoyed a day out of the office  
at Smith’s Bush

Date: Tuesday 10th November 2020
Time: 7.30pm-9.30pm 
Where: Westlake Boys High School, Forrest Hill, Auckland
Tickets: $27.50 | Early bird tickets $25 until 20th Oct 
www.kenziesgift.com 

Come along to this entertaining evening with Nigel Latta, one 
of New Zealand’s leading psychologists. Nigel will explore 
how Covid-19 has impacted on all of our lives, young and old, 
and share some strategies for managing and coping with 
stress and anxiety. This is an evening that will be appropriate 
for all ages, with all profits coming to Kenzie’s Gift.

An Evening  
with Nigel Latta
SupportinG

Dealing with stress and uncertainty

Buy your  ticket todayLimited spaces available 

Corporate crew tackle weeds in reserves
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Two hidden gems of Castor Bay were 
highlighted during Heritage Week. 

Military fortifications and a historic pa 
site a short way south along the cliff-top 
pathway were the subject of walking tours 
by Auckland Council’s Parks Department in 
conjunction with the Kennedy Park World 
War II Installations Preservation Trust.

Family groups making the most of the 
school holidays joined the informative free 
tours last week, walking through the tunnels 
and learning about archaeological features 
of early Maori settlement. 

Others in groups of around 15 people 
were led by park ranger Anna Baine and 
the trust’s John Pringle. Among them was a 
woman who had travelled by public trans-
port from Newmarket just to learn more 
about the North Shore, and a Dutch visitor 
who had filled his time in Auckland this year 
making the most of opportunities to walk 
and explore.

Pringle, a former serviceman who lives 
locally, explained how Castor Bay got its 
name. The bay was used by the military, 
which had owned the land above, for drop-
offs to a shed, he said. Much-used castor 
oil was stored there and the name stuck. 
Kennedy Park’s importance grew in WWII 
when the threat of seaborne invasion by 
the Japanese prompted the building of an 
observation post and two gun emplacements, 
accessed through tunnels where 45kg car-
tridges were stored.

These military features were carefully 
disguised as civilian buildings. A parade 
ground was painted to look like a tennis court 
to fool any airborne spies. This is now used 
as a petanque terrain. 

Efforts to preserve the tunnels and the 
observation post that masqueraded as an 
ice-cream parlour and a barracks building 
that looks like a state house prompted the 
formation of the trust around five years ago. 

Kennedy Park, now in council ownership, 
was considered one of the best intact exam-
ples worldwide of a disguised military post, 
said Pringle. The need for more restoration 
work there was a “heritage issue”, he said.

The Devonport-Takapuna Local Board is 
understood to be assessing  the fortifications 
this month, as further funding is considered.

The expanse of Kennedy Park stretching 
south from its carpark off Beach Rd had once 
been a large pa, said Baine. The area was set-
tled from the 1400s, with Te Kawerau Maki 
the main iwi. They established the smaller 
Rahapora Pa, of which there are still visible 
signs, including defence ditches, kumara 
pits, a whare site and a midden. “It’s the only 
pa site on this stretch of coast where you can 
still see features,” said Baine. 

The pa is beyond the pathway gate on 
land that looks out to Rangitoto and back to 
Milford. It was occupied until 1750, when an 
attack by an inter-tribal group from Waiheke 
led to its abandonment. 

The area would once have been covered 
in coastal broadleaf forest, said Baine, with 
the iwi having burned off growth to clear 
space for the pa. Pohutukawa had sprung 
up since, and in recent years planting had 
helped re-establish other native trees. 

• Kennedy Park’s tunnels are open for 
guided tours on the second Sunday of 
each month, between 11am and 2pm.  
Entry is by gold coin donation. 

Learn more at www.kennedypark.org.nz

Exploration team... From left, Chloe Lemon, Mum Stacey Strang and 
Sophie Lemon

Heritage treasures draw the crowds

Going underground... Aleeshia Ferguson and her daughter Georgia 
Davies enjoyed a tour through the Kennedy Park tunnels last week. 
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New Season Arrivals!
l

Superior Spanish 
craftsmanship

Gorgeous and supple
deer leatherP layful spring colours!

         MILFORD       121 Kitchener Road       09 972 2354Shop online   -   www.mikkoshoes.nz

Marathon mates… The Active Asians team from Forrest Hill, Coatesville and Omaha competed in the  
21k Devonport Half Marathon last weekend. Around 750 entrants took part in various events including 
2km, 5km,10km and 15 km races, with more than 500 finishers in the half marathon. 

Level one half marathon draws the crowds
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When it comes to making 
sure your teenager is in 
the best possible learning 
environment, inspiring 
teachers and motivated peers 
make all the difference.

Kristin Senior School provides:
• High quality staff in teaching, leadership, wellbeing, digital 

learning and other support roles
• Small class sizes (13 students on average) and state-of-the-

art equipment and facilities
• The choice to study NCEA or the IB Diploma Programme with 

a vast range of subject options and co-curricular opportunities
• A strong focus on student wellbeing, and a positive culture of 

success and aspiration, and so much more! 

Kristin is located at 360 Albany Highway, Albany with dedicated buses across Auckland.

Take a tour and see for yourself! Limited places still available for 2021.  
Visit kristin.school.nz or call our Admissions Manager on 09 415 9566 ext 2324.

Small class sizes. 
Huge opportunities!
MAKE THEIR SENIOR SCHOOL YEARS COUNT.

SS Campaign [Business Studies] 170x240 [Devonport Flagstaff].indd   1 30/09/20   10:10 AM
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Devonport 
Museum 

in Mount Cambria Park
33a Vauxhall Rd, 0624 , 

Opens again 
at LeveL One

Check on
devonportmuseum.org.nz

for open hours.

Lake House Arts Centre welcomes the return 
of its original exhibiting artists with a new 
Legacy of an Era exhibition. 

The exhibition includes artwork by Tony 
Ogle, who played a part in saving the house as 
a historic icon in Takapuna in 1995, along with 
25 other artists. 

He organised an End of Era exhibition at the 
time to raise awareness of the significance of 
the building as it faced destruction by a property 
developer. 

After the house was saved, The New Era 
exhibition was hosted. 

As part of the new exhibition,  New Zealand 
artist Betty Curnow’s ‘Wind Blown Colours’ 

will be up for auction.
In collaboration with the Auckland Heritage 

Festival, Lake House Arts Centre is searching 
for more stories related to the house. These 
could involve video footage, artefacts, invita-
tions or photos. 

From the 1890s to the 1990s, Lake House 
stood at the northern end of Takapuna Beach. 
It functioned as a family home and seaside 
boarding house. The land on which it was built 
was purchased by Mr John  Gordon in 1896. 

In 1905 the property was sold to Newson and 
Clara Sheppard who added the top storey in 
1909, bringing the number of bedrooms to 17. 

After brief use as a hospital during the 1918-

19 influenza epidemic, the house was sold to 
members of the Winstone and Arthur families 
who divided it into flats and used it as a holiday 
home for a number of years. 

In 1946 it was sold to the Gray family and 
in 1984 it was purchased by Mr Bob Green. In 
1996 it was relocated to its site on Barrys Point 
Reserve so that an apartment complex  could be 
built on the beach front. 

A charitable trust, originally The  Coach 
House Trust later renamed The Lake House 
Trust, was formed to restore the building.  

The Legacy of an Era exhibition will be 
open at the Lake House Arts Centre Becroft 
gallery until 23 October.

Blast from the past… original Lake House Arts Centre exhibitors and supporters at the launch of the 
Legacy of an Era exhibition

Lake House makes an exhibition of itself
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Accessibility award
The Tim Bray Theatre Company has 

been recognised for its pioneering work in 
making shows more accessible to more 
children. The popular children’s theatre 
company which regularly performs 
at Takapuna’s Pump  House Theatre 
received the Arts Access Creative New 
Zealand Arts for All Award this week. The 
company has a scheme where patrons 
can donate a ticket to be allocated to a 
child in need. It also runs special shows 
catering for those with vision, hearing 
or sensory challenges. After a Covid-19 
disrupted year, which hit revenues, the 
award was a “great honour” said Bray. 
Extra performances of a touring season 
of Joy Cowley’s Greedy Cat have been 
added at the Pump House from 20-22 
October.

Rock’n’revs
Be ready for a wheely good time 

next weekend, with the return of Repco 
Takapuna Rocks. The day of family fun 
on Saturday 24 October brings together 
classic cars entered from across the 
country, rock’n’roll and vintage markets. 
The community fundraising event in 
support of Yes Disability for Shore 
Junction and Make-A-Wish NZ is being 
held in Takapuna for the second time. 
Find it, with plenty of food on offer, along 
The Strand.

Lake House Life Member recipient Alex Witten-Hannah and Genevieve Becroft at the Legacy of an Era 
exhibition launch 

48 Victoria Road | (09) 446 0100 | www.thevic.co.nz

NOW SHOWING 
I am Greta (E) 98min  NEW
Tintoretto: A Rebel in Venice (E) 90min  NEW
It Must Be Heaven (PG) 102min  NEW
Lucky Grandma (M) 88min  NEW
The More You Ignore Me (M) 99min  NEW
The Mystery of Henri Pick (M) 101min  NEW
Faces Places (E) 89min  ARTWEEK SPECIAL
Frida: Viva la Vida (E) 90min  ARTWEEK SPECIAL 
House Of Cardin (E) 95min  ARTWEEK SPECIAL
Cunningham (E) 93min  ARTWEEK SPECIAL
Star Wars Episode IV: A New Hope (M) 125min  SPECIAL SCREENINGS
Swing Time (1946) (G) 103min  SPECIAL SCREENINGS
Show Me Shorts 2020: The Sampler (M)  16 OCT SPECIAL SCREENING

COMING SOON 
Baby Done (M) 91min  21 OCT GIRLS NIGHT OUT
The Vic’s 108th Birthday Screening: The Great Gatsby (2013)  26 OCT
The Rocky Horror Picture Show (M)  30 OCT

SPECIALS
CHEAP TUESDAY 
$10 Adult / $8 Child
*EXCEPT PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

VENUE HIRE
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premium.co.nz |  F ine Homes |  F ine Apartments |  F ine Li festyles
PREMIUM REAL ESTATE LTD LICENSED REA 2008 | 916 6000

7 RARERE ROAD
JELENA FREEMAN 021 65 65 63 

JIM MAYS 021 937 766              

SOLD

34A SALTBURN ROAD
JELENA FREEMAN 021 65 65 63 

JIM MAYS 021 937 766                

SOLD

HART ROAD
RICHARD & ROBERT MILNE

022 011 2494

SOLD

501/16 HURON STREET
ALISON PARKER 

021 983 533             

SOLD

VIEW | PLEASE CONTACT AGENT
PRICE | BY NEGOTIATION
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/9997

Located in an exclusive neighbourhood, enjoying 
elevated bush scenery is this superb home on a 
2,479sqm freehold title. Featuring a charming kitchen, 
open plan living and dining areas flowing to generous 
sun-drenched decks. 4 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms (incl 
ensuite) plus study, 2 living areas and double garage 
with internal access. Plenty of off-street parking and 
near Albany Park and Ride, shopping malls etc...

ALBANY HEIGHTS | 43A LONELY TRACK ROAD | Countryside Living In The City

ROBERT & RICHARD MILNE 022 011 2494

VIEW | PLEASE CONTACT AGENT
PRICE | BY NEGOTIATION
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/9989

Admired as one of the North Shores most beautiful 
character homes and set in one of the North Shores 
most desirable streets, this is the perfect home set in 
the perfect location. The outstanding accommodation 
throughout the home includes formal and informal 
living, office, 4 bedrooms with 2 enjoying panoramic 
views, 2 ensuite bathrooms plus a 2 full bathrooms in 
the home. Your forever home awaits!

TAKAPUNA | Forever Home

LEWIS GUY 021 867 355 | 916 6000

VIEW | SUN 2 - 2.30 PM OR BY APPOINTMENT
EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST | 21 OCTOBER 
2020 AT 4 PM UNLESS SOLD PRIOR 
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/80018

You will instantly feel at home when you step into this 
elevated, light-filled, open plan, sunny home in popular 
Westlake zone. 3 - 4 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, separate 
laundry, internal access garage plus studio. Downstairs 
is self-contained making it an ideal teenage retreat or 
extended family accommodation. With a lovely private 
garden for summer BBQ’s, it’s all here, view now!

FORREST HILL | 13A SPRINGFIELD STREET |  Warm, Sunny Home | Westlake Zones 

ROBERT & RICHARD MILNE 022 011 2494


