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Fresh shoots emerge at ransacked garden  

• Small Senior School class sizes  
(13 students on average) and  
state-of-the-art equipment  
and facilities

Take a tour and see for yourself!  
Visit www.kristin.school.nz or call 09 415 9566.

Small class sizes. Huge opportunities!
• The choice to study NCEA or the IB 

Diploma Programme with a vast range 
of subject options and co-curricular 
opportunities
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Digging in... Forrest Hill School garden founder Pauline Hall and pupils Bella Le, Elijah Calvert, 
Noah Falconer and Irene Fan at work in the garden, which is recovering – thanks partly to 
donations – in the wake of a raid by thieves last month. Story, page 3. 

Takapuna Town Square is likely to get a 
new name. 

News that mana whenua had offered to gift 
a name – on the understanding that it would be 
accepted – was one of the few points about the 

contentious plans for the central car-park site 
that did not prompt debate at the latest meeting 
of the Devonport-Takapuna Local Board.

The chairperson’s casting vote was needed 
to approve a revised design to break a deadlock 

among board members over the plans for the 
central car-park site. 

Councillor and Auckland Council Planning 
Committee chairman Chris Darby and the chief 
executive of the Takapuna 

New name coming for contentious square
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The former Takapuna Library building at 2 The 
Strand has been vacant since an earthquake 
notice was issued in March 2018. The 1956 
heritage-listed public building has now been 
unoccupied for 918 days. At some point, its future 
will be determined by Auckland Council.

2 The Strand: 
empty for 
918 days
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Oarsome costumes make waves at Beach Series finale 

In the pink… Jason Herriman was among entrants who got into the spirit of a retro-themed final night 
of the Beach Series summer races at Takapuna Beach last Tuesday. More pictures p12-14 

Preserving coastal track no walk in the park

To page 3 

The future of a hugely popular coastal 
track between Takapuna and Milford is set to 
be secured as Auckland Council negotiates 
with a property owner over purchasing his 
historic bach.

People have been walking through Paul 
Firth’s garden since 2011, when a wooden 
bridge was washed away in a storm.

At that time, the council found it had never 
been an official bridge and rebuilding would 

require a coastal consent, which required ap-
proval from all affected landowners.

Firth, now 74, withheld his consent because 
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Fears locals short-changed   
by new town square... p7

New Takapuna-Milford paper 
hits the streets... p2

‘Sacred’ pohutukawa trees  
turn into a menace... p4

Marilyn King
Absolute-Bliss, 24 Joyces Road

Paihia 0200, New Zealand
Ph: +64 9402 8212

Mobile: +64 276 864 049
Email: absolutebliss@me.com

Self-Contained Apartments/Suites
Wonderful Seaviews  

and a Bush Background
4-minute walk to shops & cafes

Absolute Bliss
PAIHIA APARTMENTS

www.absoluteblisspaihia.nz

Disagreements continue over square
Beach Business Association, Terence Harpur, 
sat in on the meeting. They both support the 
project, which involves selling part of the car-
park to developers, saying it will give the town 
centre the heart it lacks. 

“This design will enhance and improve 
Takapuna into a fantastic metropolitan and 
retail centre focused around a public space and 
connections to our beautiful beach,” said Harpur. 
“It will create an excellent public civic space that 
will be used by the community to gather, relax, 
come to events and markets, dine, play and cre-
ate connection and bring joy in our community.”

Board members who voted against the latest 
concept designs say Takapuna Square is not a 
square and is instead shaping up to be a series 
of undersized irregular shady spaces linked by 
laneways. Over this will tower high-rise build-
ings, eating into public land which they fear will 
be traded away too cheaply.

Panuku, Auckland Council’s development 
arm, is behind the scheme. Under questioning, 
it again told the board a deal had not yet been 
signed with any developers. Negotiations were 
proceeding with a preferred developer, an 
official reported, but negotiations could take 
many months.

Its intention is to proceed with work on the 
public part of the square. This will connect 
Hurstmere Rd to Lake Rd and include a water 
feature and space for public events. (The Ob-
server asked for a date for when this work would 
begin, but had not heard back from Panuku by 
publication deadline.) 

Members Ruth Jackson, Jan O’Connor and 
Trish Deans said they wanted an accurate fix on 
what the revised designs proposed. They were 
angry at receiving requested specifications just 
minutes before the meeting began. Panuku had 
been asked at a workshop several weeks earlier 
for collated up-to-date information, but the site 
specifications, forwarded to members by board 
support staff, included only the measurements 
for public areas, but not building heights. 

Panuku official Alice Tobin told the meeting 
these would range between five to 11 storeys, 
or up to 36.5 metres high. Answers were given 
building by building, under pointed question-
ing. “I’ve been waiting for detail on this for so 
long,” said O’Connor. Height information had 
been in previous documents, Panuku claimed, 
explaining why it was not part of the updated 
site specifications.

“The public is highly concerned that the 
height of the buildings will shade the area,” said 
Deans. O’Connor added: “It gets enough shade 
there now the theatre is only three storeys high 
and it shades the carpark now.” 

The amount of space being allocated to the 
square was also hotly contested. Panuku reit-
erated it was 3200sq m in total. But counting 
the four linked components of the design – the 
central plaza, and accessways from 40 Lake Rd 
and 38 Hurstmere Rd and to Potters Park, gave 

a misleading impression, said Jackson. Cafes 
and shops would intrude into the usable space 
as would a service lane. The accessways totalled 
1800sqm and the central plaza 1400sqm, she 
said. 

The trio maintained the square did not meet 
the council’s Unitary Plan and other open 
space provisions. They unsuccessfully put up 
amendments calling for, among other things, 
further study on high-rise shading effects and 
noting that Panuku had not met requests for 
information. “We’ve asked these questions 
before in workshops and have not had clear 
answers, so are now doing it in a public forum,” 
said Jackson.

After extended debate, board chairperson 
Aidan Bennett said: “It has been a long process 
and it is time to move on and approve.”

Deputy chairman George Wood and member 
Toni van Tonder backed this, resulting in a 3-3 
vote split, triggering Bennett to use his casting 
vote rather than see the issues relitigated. 

The board had approved draft designs in 
May and after community feedback these had 
been tweaked, he said. More planting and better 
sightlines had been added to the design.

The best site for Takapuna’s Anzac war me-
morial, proposed to be moved from its current 
site on the Strand to the new square, will be 
investigated further. 

Darby spoke to the board later in the meeting, 
predicting the square would one day win a de-
sign award. It was time to “lean in to Panuku”. 
The result of this and other upgrades would 
be a centre that linked from shops to sea, he 
predicted. 

• In a separate matter related to Takapuna 
upgrades, the board is seeking advice from 
Auckland Tourism Events and Economic De-
velopment (ATEED) on what might be done to 
support local businesses during the pausing for 
budget reasons of the Hurstmere Rd upgrade 
from pre-Christmas until May 2021.

From page 1
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Write your
family stories

with Lynn Dawson 

Navy Museum - Torpedo Bay, Devonport
Wednesday 11 November, 10am - 4pm

Limited to 12 people - bookings are essential

Cost: $30 per person includes morning and afternoon tea - BYO lunch

For more information and to book:  info@navymuseum.co.nz or T: 09 445 5186

Forrest Hill School has received dona-
tions of seedlings from the community to 
replenish its garden after it was ransacked 
by thieves last month.

School pupils were devastated by the 
mess left behind where vegetables and flow-
ers had been torn from their roots. 

The gardens were vandalised by two 
middle-aged women. They were recorded 
on CCTV footage at 2am one morning in 
September, stealing vegetables and uproot-
ing plants.

Since then, parents of children at the 
school have provided lettuce and other 
seedlings to restore the garden and save the 
school’s Garden to Table programme. 

Kings Plant Barn in Forrest Hill also do-
nated seedlings. The school is still looking 
to replace the garden hose which was stolen, 
and is seeking funds to build a fence.

Deputy principal Angela White said 
over the last four years the Garden to Table 
programme, which teaches children about 
planting and cooking, has continued to gain 
traction at Forrest Hill, the first school on 
the North Shore to adopt it. 

“School gardens can be great ways for 
kids to learn where food comes from and 
they learn all sorts of skills,” said White. 

The pupils grow and harvest produce to 
cook healthy recipes Masterchef-style. 

Prior to the theft, the school’s year-5 
pupils regularly created recipes and made 
meals to feed around 35 people.

Last week, they could finally resume, 
making a vegetable stir fry with silverbeet 
and kale from the garden, with rhubarb 
crumble for dessert. 

Year-5 pupil Elisabeth Parkinson said she 
most enjoys cooking, but the pupils will take 
turns gardening and cooking. 

Long-time PTA member and former 
teacher aide Pauline Hall has spent 20 
years working with Forrest Hill school and 

took up the chance to share her passion for 
gardening four years ago, when she planted 
the school’s first crops.  

Hall is set to retire this year, with Forrest 
Hill resident Jimena Monreal set to keep 
the Garden to Table programme running. 

On a plate... Thomas Sun with a helping of a vegetable stir fry made 
with his fellow students from crops harvested from the Forrest Hill 
School garden

Veges back on the menu as school garden recovers
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New stock in store NOW

OPENING 
SPECIALS

INCL.

20% OFF
NZ MADE POOL  

PACKAGES

• POOLS • SPaS • chemicaLS • fiLtratiOn 
• free water teSting • finance avaiLabLe

OPEN 6 DAYS
11 Barry’s Point Road, Takapuna (opp. Countdown)  |  09 476 7592

www.paramountpools.co.nz  |       @paramountpoolsandpoolquipnz 
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Rising North Harbour rugby star Caleb 
Tangitau has been selected in the New Zea-
land Secondary Schools side. 

The 17-year-old Westlake Boys High 
School student was selected for regional 
development camps held earlier this month, 
and was then the only North Harbour player 
named in the 2020 Barbarians under-18 
squad, before being picked in the national 
schools team.

“Being selected for this team has been my 
goal for all of my high school years. I was 
so excited and extremely grateful for this 
opportunity,” says Caleb. “I really enjoyed 
the camp and I have met some great boys 
from all across New Zealand and learnt so 
much from all the coaches.”  

The team includes players from 29 schools 
in 12  different provinces, ranginging from 
Dargaville High School in the north, to 
King’s High School in Dunedin, 

King’s College in Auckland, Hamilton 
Boys High School and St Andrew’s College 
in Christchurch have the biggest representa-
tion.

Caleb played fullback for the Westlake 
Boys High School 1st XV, which was lead-
ing the North Harbour schools competition 
before it was interrupted by the second Cov-
id-19 lockdown and later cancelled. 

He has had three years in the team.
Of Tongan descent, Caleb started playing 

rugby at four years old. He still has fond 
memories of his first team and has his jersey 
still hanging in his wardrobe. 

“My goal and my biggest dream would 
be being in the starting All Black lineup 
and playing for a good Super Rugby team,” 
he says.

His success hasn’t been without its chal-
lenges. He says the biggest is peer pressure, 
and the temptation to hang out with friends,  
but “I love rugby and I have to put my  

fitness first to succeed.” 
He trains up to five times a week and says 

that possibly his greatest strength as a player 
is staying focused and never giving up. 

“My biggest supporters are my parents 
and cousins, especially my mum,” Caleb 
says. 

“She never misses any of my games. Fam-

ily is extremely important to me. I couldn’t 
be where I am without their support.” 

Previous Westlake Boys High School 
players who made the national schools team 
are Dean Kenny (1979), Stephen Bendall 
(1984), Luke McAllister (2001), Chris 
Smith (2004), Michael Harris (2006) and 
Ben Botica (2007).

Hear Together,
North Shore

Hearing Testing Hearing Aids & Repairs

Tinnitus Support Custom Earplugs

Call 09 475 9849
teresaburnshearing.co.nz

215 Wairau Road, Glenfield

Fortnightly Clinic: 2 Fleet Street, Devonport

100% Locally 
Owned

Breaking away... New Zealand Secondary Schools representative 
Caleb Tangitau in action for the Westlake Boys High School Ist XV. 
He has played three seasons for the top Westlake team. 

Hard training pays off for Westlake rugby ace
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Jim Hefkey and his  fibreglass kit set New Zealand made 
Almac TG, one of 18 made. He drives it to Sunday brunch

Pinup contestants (above) Helen Miller 
(Miss Patty), Kristy Hopewell (Miss 
Kitty Kaos) and Tracey McCulloch (Miss 
Tracealicious), while attendees showed 
off their 50s dance moves (below)

Classic cars rock Takapuna

Mikey Moon with his 20-year project, a 1923 Ford Coupe, he 
restored after finding it on a farm in the Christchurch area

Jamie Klinac shows off the stunning interior of his 1955 Lincoln Capri, one of only two in New Zealand
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INDOOR MARKET

MARKET
MEETS MILFORD CENTRE 
MARKET

SUNDAY 1ST NOVEMBER
10AM TO 4PM

Find out more milfordcentre.co.nz

Milford Shopping Centre
24 Milford Road, Milford

Around 4000 people gathered in Takapuna 
for the Repco Takapuna Rocks 2020 classic car 
show last Saturday.

Almost 200 of New Zealand’s finest cars were 
on display accompanied by live music, rock n 

roll dancing, vintage markets and a pin-up com-
petition. It is the second year the annual event 
has been held. Event organiser Matt Turnwald 
said the event was “amazing” and planned to 
repeat it next year. 

The event helped to fundraise and support 
YES Disability for Shore Junction and Make-
A-Wish NZ. It was supported by the Takapuna 
Beach Business Association and the Devon-
port-Takapuna Local Board. 

Leila Massey came from Takanini to put her 1967 Pontiac GTO on display.
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When it comes to making 
sure your teenager is in 
the best possible learning 
environment, inspiring 
teachers and motivated peers 
make all the difference.

Kristin Senior School provides:
• High quality staff in teaching, leadership, wellbeing, digital 

learning and other support roles
• Small class sizes (13 students on average) and state-of-the-

art equipment and facilities
• The choice to study NCEA or the IB Diploma Programme with 

a vast range of subject options and co-curricular opportunities
• A strong focus on student wellbeing, and a positive culture of 

success and aspiration, and so much more! 

Kristin is located at 360 Albany Highway, Albany with dedicated buses across Auckland.

Take a tour and see for yourself! Limited places still available for 2021.  
Visit kristin.school.nz or call our Admissions Manager on 09 415 9566 ext 2324.

Small class sizes. 
Huge opportunities!
MAKE THEIR SENIOR SCHOOL YEARS COUNT.

SS Campaign [Business Studies] 170x240 [Devonport Flagstaff].indd   1 30/09/20   10:10 AM
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TAKARARO/MT CAMBRIA RESERVE & 
DEVONPORT COMMUNITY GARDEN

f r e e  f a m i l y  e v e n t 

A re la xed  f ami l y  even t  to  we lcome Spr ing 
w i th  s to r ies ,  mus ic ,  games ,  f l a x  weav ing ,  
bubb les ,  b i ke  sa fe t y,  seed  p lan t ing ,  
FREE  SAUSAGE  S IZ ZLE ,  f ood  f o r  sa le  and 

ho t  choco la te  and  co f f ee  f o r  ‘ koha ’.

SUNDAY  NOV  1 5  2020, 
3 : 3 0 P M - 6 P M 
 ( A l e r t  l e v e l  1  p e rm i t t i n g )

Takararo 
Spring Festival

Br i n
g  a  p i c n i c  a nd  a  mug  f o r  h ot  ch o c  o r  c offee ! 

W W W . D E V ON P OR T P E N I N S U L A T R U S T . N Z

Devonport Community Garden

Milford beachfront is in need of attention, 
say residents, with stairs eroding, concrete 
crumbling and water pooling. 

Access for elderly and disabled people is also 
an issue, with uneven ground between footpaths 
and public seating overlooking the ocean.

“The more degradation and damage, surely 
the more the cost of repair?” Milford Residents 
Association co-president Norma Bott asked 
the Devonport-Takapuna Local Board at its 
monthly meeting. 

Regular and overdue maintenance was 
being neglected, she and co-president Debbie 
Dunsford submitted.

An example was a large rock missing from 
the stone wall at Cecil Rd for more than five 
years, which would surely compromise the 
integrity of the wall. This had previously been 
reported, they said. Other areas of concern 
included the state of showers and surfaces at 
the sea end of Milford and Cecil Rds.

Bott said a revamp at Milford Rd was 
warranted. It was an “eyesore” currently, with 
run-off from an old shower and foot tap that did 
not turn off properly. This caused black mould 
to grow on uneven concrete. Runoff also made 
the ground and steps to the beach slippery.

“Once summer comes this will be in 
near-constant use,” said Bott.  Dunsford said she 
had personal experience at the site of the diffi-
culty of navigating an older person to seating.

To back the residents’ case, the pair presented 
a series of photographs highlighting problems. 
Examples of what was working, such as de-
cent drainage and the provision of a wooden 
bench for shower users at Saltburn Rd, were 
commended. But here, too, the ground needed 
surfacing and there was a proliferation of signs, 
they said. 

“Unless we make a noise it won’t happen,” 
Bott added.

The women commended the work of board 
deputy chairman George Wood and member 
Jan O’Connor, who had lodged a notice of 
motion calling for Auckland Council action on 
other portions of Milford promenade. 

The residents’ report was accepted by the 
board, which then backed Wood’s motion that 

Call for action on Milford’s decaying promenade

Auckland Council upkeep was needed or steps 
down to the beach at Muritai, Tiri and Audrey 
Rds and a section of the popular walkway 
heading to Takapuna. 

On some worn-away steps and seawall caps, 
rusting reinforcing steel is visible.

“It’s such a great walkway we should do 
what we can to maintain it,” said member 

Trish Deans.
By unanimous vote, the board called for the 

work to be programmed.
An issue in getting some of the Milford work 

done is who is responsible for maintenance 
from Ocean View Rd south to Black Rock. 

Wood said there had been talk for the last 
10 years about the state of the walkway over 
a wastewater outlet pipe along this section. To 
stop further deterioration of the path along the 
pipe, and of the sea wall, the pipe’s concrete 
fascia needed cleaning up and resurfacing, 
he said. While Community Facilities was the 
Auckland Council department with general 
responsibility for maintenance, Watercare, a 
council-controlled organisation, was respon-
sible for the pipe.

“These two organisations have been arguing 
the toss for years as to who is going to blink 
first and do the jobs,” Wood said.  

Senior local board adviser Tristan Clouston 
admitted there were problems in working out 
who was responsible and suggested money 
for the work could potentially come out of the 
council’s coastal-renewal budget.

The need for maintenance was a key theme 
in feedback to the council, said member Jan 
O’Connor. The inner city was getting attention, 
but it was a disgrace that the likes of the Audrey 
Rd steps were not. Castor Bay had had seawall 
work done, noted Wood. “We should get respite 
for the people of Milford.” 

Rust never sleeps... Exposed steel 
at Muritai Rd steps

The popular Takapuna Beach Cafe has just 
opened a spin-off site in central Takapuna, 
in the old Department Store building. It has 
joined a display suite for the new Amaia 
apartment development in taking over the 
ground floor of the Northcroft St building. 

The cafe’s owner, James Bryant, says the 
intention is to open a cafe in the development 
planned for the Esmonde Rd site bought 
from the Harbourside church. 

A launch evening for Amaia was held last 
week, attended by several hundred people. 

The new Beach Cafe outlet is open seven 
days a week from 7am to 4pm. 

Beach Cafe opens 
new outlet
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Letters to the Editor 
Topics should be local. Noms-de-plume or submissions 

without a name will not be printed. Email news@rangitoto-observer.co.nz  
or post to Rangitoto Observer,  
PO Box 32 275, Devonport. 

Specsavers Takapuna   
Shore City Shopping Centre  Tel 09 486 0311

You’ve 
earned it   
SuperGold gives you  
25% off the total price  
of one pair from $169.  
Plus a half price  
eye test.

In store only. 25% off the frame, full price lenses and any extra options you choose. Single-vision lenses included. 
Excludes safety eyewear and reglazes. Cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer including 2 pairs for 
one low price. Half price eye test applies to comprehensive eye test only, valued at $60. Excludes contact lens 
consultation and visual fields test. Present valid SuperGold card in store to redeem. 

Book an eye test online

Future of wartime 
house up in air  

Hopes of restoring a World War II military 
building at Kennedy Park are in the balance. 

Built to look like a house as a disguise, 
the old barracks at 139 Beach Rd would 
need significant restoration to allow for 
community use.

The Devonport-Takapuna Local Board 
has received a briefing on Kennedy Park, 
and is understood to have sought more infor-
mation from Auckland Council officials on 
costs regarding the building, which contains 
asbestos. 

The park’s WWII Installations Preser-
vations Trust wants the former barracks 
retained. 

With budgets cut due to Covid-19 impacts, 
the board will have to weigh priorities.  

Moves to make it easier for homeowners 
to install rainwater tanks have been wel-
comed by the Devonport-Takapuna Local 
Board. 

“It’s an awesome step in the right direc-
tion,” said member Toni van Tonder, after a 
council briefing about proposed changes to 
the Auckland Unitary Plan.  

Questioning of officials made clear that 
while the application fee had been scrapped 
and the process simplified for tanks up to 3m 
high in general residential areas, it was not 
open slather. Large or poorly placed tanks 
with a big impact on neighbours or those 
not fitting into special character areas would 
face hurdles.

George Wood was appointed as board 
representative at a council hearing to usher 
in the changes, prompted by the drought and 
water shortage.    

 

A doubling of community recycling cen-
tres across Auckland is on the cards, along 
with extra investment at existing ones such 
as that in Devonport, serving the lower 
North Shore. 

The number of centres would soon rise 
from nine to 12, with a hoped-for total of 
23 in a decade, said an update on the coun-
cil’s Resource Recovery Network Strategy 
provided to the local board.

The plan will get a boost from extra fund-
ing from the Government’s post-Covid-19 
“shovel-ready” plans. 

This will see $10.6 million made available 
for infrastructure development at six of the 
existing centres, including Devonport, and at 
a larger transfer station in Waitakere. 

Board member Toni van Tonder, who said 
the moves would encourage more and better 
recycling, will act as the board’s representa-
tive to give feedback on the strategy.

Rainwater tanks

Recycling plans

Building will begin on the new Harbour 
Hospice in Takapuna in February next year. 

The $20-million project at Shea Tce is 
needed to provide more beds and services 
to meet growing demand for palliative and 
end-of-life care to a growing and ageing 
population.  

Rucon Construction & Property has been 
appointed to lead the construction team after 
a tender process. The West-Auckland based 
firm built the Goodside hospitality venue at 
Smales Farm. 

Harbour Hospice chief executive Jan 
Nichols says the build will be demanding, 
with part of the existing hospice in use 
throughout. “Our number-one priority 
throughout the build process is to ensure 
minimal disruption to patient care.”

Part of the cladding of the hospice had 
only a two-year life left, showing how need-
ed the work is. On top of that, demand for 
hospice services in the region was expected 
to grow 50 per cent in the next 14 years and 
90 per cent over 40 years. 

“We are already feeling the impact of this 

growth. Our need is urgent and we must act 
now,” said Nichols. 

Rucon’s tender took an innovative ap-
proach to minimising disruption and noise, 
including with plans for a lot of off-site 
assembly and a shorter construction period 
than expected. 

Nichols said the company’s director, Dan 
Russek, brought his expertise and a good per-
sonal understanding to the project, with his 
wife’s stepmother having been at hospice’s 
Hibiscus House.  

The aim is for completion in late 2022.  
Fundraising continues, with $4.6 million 

secured of the $10 million needed. This will 
add to $10 million built up over decades in 
the hospice’s Development Foundation. 

Nichols said it had been unsuccessful 
in applying for government shovel-ready 
infrastructure funding, but “we musn’t lose 
focus and momentum on the important job 
at hand”.  

To learn more about the project and how 
to help out, see Harbourhospice.org.nz/
future-hospice.

Hospice sets start date
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National and Labour were neck 
and neck in the polling places in the 
Rangitoto Observer circulation area, 
with just 61 party votes separating 
them in last weekend’s general election 
results.

The 7099 vote tally for the National 
Party in the area was down almost 
one-third on the previous election, 
compared to an uplift for Labour 
that nearly doubled its party votes 
compared to 2017.

Despite Labour’s Romy Udanga 
grabbing nearly a 10 per cent greater 
share of the candidate votes since 

his last outing, North Shore first-timer 
Simon Watts took it out, with a 50.7 per 
cent share locally.

The voters deserting the Nats but 
not fancying Labour either turned to 
Act. Returning candidate Nick Kearney 
will be feeling pretty chuffed that his 
party’s share of the vote was above 
10 per cent, a mighty tenfold increase 
on 2017, and replicated in the local 
booths.

The number of Green party votes 
cast was up by more than 50 per cent, 
giving them a 6.3 per cent share locally.

Locals clearly made up their minds 

early, with nearly four in five votes 
cast before election day, with Milford 
Shopping Centre processing around 
7700 voters. 

High advance-voting numbers were 
also seen at Takapuna War Memorial 
Hall (90 per cent voted early) and 
Sunnynook Baptist Church (88 per 
cent).

Footnote:
The table above is a summary of 

preliminary results. For minor parties’, 
and other candidates’ results, visit 
www.electionresults.govt.nz

Labour wins party vote on the North Shore 
Labour has dented North Shore’s reputation 

as a true-blue seat, exceeding National’s party 
vote, and slashing its candidate vote.

National’s candidate majority in the seat this 
year dropped by more than 8700 votes to 3982 
for new MP Simon Watts – a 69 per cent fall. 

 The 2020 party vote in the 17 October poll 
was a surprise, with Labour coming out top on 
the Shore with 14,292 votes against National’s 
12,442 (40.4 per cent to 35.2 per cent). Act 
polled 3625 and the Greens 2717. 

National has won the North Shore party vote 
at every election since 1996, with the exception 
of Labour narrowly topping the table in 2002. 

In 2017, the party vote for National was 
57.7 per cent, with Labour a distant second on 
26 per cent.

  The huge swing to Labour across the country 
swept through one of National’s safest seats and 

was a rude introduction to politics for first-time 
candidate Watts, who had seemed to easily out-
point Labour rival Romy Udanga in pre-election 
candidates meetings. 

In the 2017 election, incumbent National MP 
Maggie Barry secured a majority of 12,716, 
posting 23,564 votes against Udanga’s 10,848.

Voting overall was down in the seat (against a 
higher national turnout), with 35,365 votes cast 
compared to 39,871 in 2017.

Of the minor party candidates, Liz Rawlings 
(Greens) recorded 1851 votes, Nick Kearney 
(Act) 1339 and Shai Navot (TOP) 1191. 

In a major shift in party-voting, Act came 
third with 3625, having only won 372 votes in 
North Shore in 2017. 

The Greens nudged up slightly from 2638 
to 2717, while NZ First crashed from 2097 in 
2017 to 673.

Red and blue: the new you
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 Castor Bay, Milford Bowling Club  100  109  230  179  10  10  18  48  13  8  15 

 Forrest Hill, Presbyterian Church  290  340  404   328  36  34   30  75  29  19  11 

 Forrest Hill, Shore Vineyard Church  22  36  47  35  7  5  6  14   5  -    -   

 Forrest Hill, Westlake Boys School  130  151  178  135  19  34   25  50  19  7  5 

 Milford, Baptist Church  102  147  273  187  21  20  23  63  14   7  11 

 Milford, Milford School  249  308  473  364   39  43  42  103  31  15  22 

 Milford, Milford Shopping Centre  2,514   2,899  4,090  3,203  324   428  317  810  181  92  135 

 Sunnynook, Baptist Church  660  733  634   510  76  88  58  98  31  21  32 

 Sunnynook, Sunnynook School  229  246  214   178  28  34   25  43  14   8  6 

 Sunnynook, Wairau Intermediate  341  386  401  316  38  45  37  80  17  11  20 

 Takapuna, St Joseph's School  148  173  171  138  32  32  14   31  21  8  14  

 Takapuna, Takapuna School  181  222  345  273  41  30  34   73  20  13  13 

 Takapuna, War Memorial Hall  1,274   1,410  1,787  1,253  217  361  132  458  157  78  75 

LOCAL TOTAL  6,240  7,160  9,247  7,099  888  1,164  761  1,946  552  287  359 

2020 Vote (local voting places) 34.2% 38.8% 50.7% 38.4% 4.9% 6.3% 4.2% 10.5% 3.0% 1.6% 1.9%

2017 Vote (local voting places) 23.4% 22.6% N/A 63.8% N/A 4.5% 1.8% 1.0% N/A 1.8% 5.4%

The above is a summary of preliminary results. For minor parties’ and other candidates’ results, visit www.electionresults.govt.nz. # Electorate seats were contested with different candidates in 2017.

Election 2020

Solid result… 
Labour’s Romy Udanga
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MP wants to be North Shore’s ambo at top of the cliff

Team effort… new MP Simon and wife Shannon on Takapuna Beach 
the day following his election to Parliament 

Simon Watts is a rarity post-
election – a new National Party 
MP sitting pretty. He tells Janetta 
Mackay how he wants to make his 
comfortable majority count for 
his electorate and what led him to 
politics.

THIS WEEK, Simon Watts headed to Parlia-
ment as the new North Shore MP. Next week, 
he moves into the family home he and wife 
Shannon have bought in Belmont. 

With a view to Rangitoto, beaches nearby and 
walking distance to local schools for their two 
sons, the home’s location comes at a cost. Not 
because it’s a flash, shiny new pad – more a do-
er-upper in prime position – but because access 
to it is via the commuter’s curse of Lake Rd. 

“I know this will sound a bit funny, but I 
wanted to understand and feel some of that pain 
the locals feel,” he says. 

Watts hopes his own “real-world experi-
ences” can help deliver locally, and ultimately, 
nationally. “I’m hugely humbled to be able to 
represent the North Shore on the issues that I’ve 
campaigned about,” he says.

He is eager not to fester over National’s 
election-night thumping and instead focus on 
what needs to be done to rebuild the party. “I’m 
going to be one of the voices around the table, 
with having a smaller caucus. It’s a time when 
we will be looking at what the public have said 
and what we need to do.”                                

The banker turned health manager, with 
a sideline as an ambulance volunteer, says: 
“You’ve got to put yourself in other people’s 
shoes sometimes.”

He knows the Lake Rd stretch – like the 
Covid-19-hit economy and built-up demand for 
housing and infrastructure – will be no easy fix. 
Politicians and officials, locally, regionally and 
nationally, need to get better at long-term plan-
ning in ways that make sense to the people they 

serve, he says. This is in contrast to the recent 
decision to chop the Stanley Bay ferry service, 
which Watts has started a petition against.

On tackling congestion, Watts is clear 
encouraging public transport is up there with 
pushing on with projects where “something 
must be done”. A second harbour crossing 
needs to include room for rail, he says.  

When the Flagstaff first spoke to Watts before 
the election, he talked about the need for a small 
country to operate differently. “We’ve got to 
think about how we get sustainable change in 
place that’s not necessarily going to get knocked 

over every time we change political cycle, 
whether it’s schools or health or wastewater 
or stormwater.  

“We haven’t kept up with the explosion 
of growth that we’ve experienced,”  he says, 
likening the state of the country to a poorly 
maintained house. 

Constituents wanted certainty for their 
businesses, but issues around the environment 
and climate were also frequent concerns. Infra-
structure had to be addressed. “There is a need 
for us to improve things,” he says. “I think it’s 
going to have to be cross-party.” 

PHONE 021 274 7447  |   sales@weathermasterak.co.nz  |  www.weathermasterak.co.nz

BLINDS  |  AWNINGS  |  SHUTTERS  |  UMBRELLAS

Indoor & Outdoor  
New Zealand  

Lifestyle Spaces

Election 2020
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THE DAY AFTER he was elected with a 3982 
majority – well down on the 12,716 buffer en-
joyed by his predecessor Maggie Barry – Watts 
wasn’t nursing a hangover at home. He stepped 
out in his electorate as a “sign that I’m straight 
into it”. From Smales Farm market he headed 
onto Takapuna Beach for some Sunday sun with 
Shannon, son  Jack, aged 10, and Callum, 8, and 
their aunt and grandmother.  

Election evening had been spent at a party 
gathering of around 200 supporters at The 
Grange restaurant at Smales Farm. He popped 
across the Harbour Bridge to a subdued function 
at party HQ, from which a number of National 
MPs were conspicuously absent. Then it was 
back to Takapuna and a long night.   

Faced with starting his new career “learning 
and working” in Opposition, Watts is deter-
mined to be positive. He points out that former 
Prime Minister John Key did the same. “I’ve 
always been the sort of person to deal with what 
is in front of me.”

Long term, he hopes to ascend to Cabinet. 
On paper, he knows he may look like “another 
finance/accounting guy joining a list of lawyers 
in Parliament”, but he insists he brings some 
unique value.

The health system is underfunded nationally 
by 4 to 5 per cent a year, Watts believes, a 
shortfall compounded by end-of-life or ageing 
infrastructure. Sound economic management 
is vital, but so too is learning from sector ex-
perts and utilising technology to help stretched 
workforces.

Both he and Key entered politics as not 
overtly-political finance men returning from 
successful careers overseas, convinced they 
had something to offer. Pictured as he was in 
regulation blue suit on his billboards, clean-cut 
Watts does have something of the look of Key, 
albeit, a trimmer, younger version. He chats 
affably in similar flat vowels.

Asked if he is ‘John Key Lite’, he says: “But 
John Key wasn’t a paramedic was he?” He 
laughs. Watts is definitely his own man. Turns 
out he can run a marathon, having completed 
the Queenstown event last year. He also enjoys 
trail running and sea fishing. 

While Watts says he admired Key’s leader-
ship during the earthquakes and other difficult 
times from afar – while in the UK – he sees 
himself as part of the next generation of politics.

AT 41, he is a year older than self-described 
“youth-adjacent” Prime Minister Jacinda 
Ardern, a fellow Waikato University graduate 
and rural-heartland product. She was politically 
active as a young person; he was not.

It was while at Waikato just over 20 years 
ago that Simon met Shannon. He was studying 
accountancy and she marketing. Watts, who 
was raised on a Cambridge orchard with two 
younger brothers, had turned down a pre-med 
spot at Otago. As a young man he thought 
finance would be a quicker, easier way to a 
well-paid career.

The couple graduated, worked for a year, 
married then embarked on their OE. 

A working trip to Dublin, via a fun year in 
Vancouver, turned into 10 years away. Shannon, 

now a food-industry marketing director, was 
offered a promotion in her beauty-industry job 
and Simon transferred to the Bank of Scotland. 
“I had to take him kicking and screaming to 
London, and then he loved it,” she recalls. 

It was there that Watts’ latent interest in health 
was rekindled. The capital had been rocked by 
bombings and he wanted to know what to do 
in case  of an emergency, so he volunteered to 
train as a community-first responder with the 
London Ambulance Service.

“I was going into apartment blocks by myself 
and dealing with things I’ve never dealt with 
before in terms of life and death and all the other 
stuff that goes around that.” 

Watts still does ambulance shifts every six 
weeks back in New Zealand, although during 
the alert-level-4 lockdown it was weekly. While 
he would like to keep his hand in, the job as 
North Shore MP is unlikely to leave much 
free time.  

Putting himself on the frontline in London 
armed Watts with extra confidence and the re-
alisation he wanted to do more with his financial 
skills than shuffle money. “I wanted to do a job 
that did good for people.”

A management job at Counties-Manukau 
District Health Board (DHB) drew him home in 
2013. He then squeezed in study for a Bachelor 
of Health Science, majoring in paramedicine, 
at AUT. Moving on to the Waitemata DHB, 
Watts was deputy chief financial officer for 
three years.  

At the DHBs, Watts came to realise politics 
might be a more effective way to influence 
change. Sitting down with doctors and nurses 
at North Shore Hospital was satisfying in that he 
could draw on their expertise to mount a robust 
financial case for resources, but Wellington set 
the budgets.

THE FAMILY had settled on the North Shore, 
drawn by having friends nearby and because 
it offered their UK-born babies an outdoorsy 
Kiwi upbringing. Watts loves to run from Mil-
ford along the rocks – “touch Takapuna beach 
and back” – and is looking forward to having 
the beach closer in their imminent move from 
Northcote Point to Belmont. He plans to moni-
tor Takapuna’s town-centre renewal, beach-wa-
ter quality, congestion and beach water quality 
are issues he says people raise with him.

Wairau estuary is an example of  where short, 
longer  term planning is needed to first clean-up 
sewage discharges via wastewater pipes into the 
feeder stream, then have a locked in infrastruc-
ture renewal over time. 

Watts joined the National Party soon after 
returning to New Zealand. The party’s princi-
ples were a natural fit for him, he says, having 
grown up in a National household.

In 2018, he took an “opportunistic” tilt at 
winning selection to contest the Northcote seat 
when MP Jonathan Coleman resigned. Four 
days out from nominations closing, he entered 
the race. Despite not being active in the party 
locally, he made the shortlist, but lost to Dan 
Bidois, who won the subsequent by-election.
(Bidois was one of the National MPs who lost 
his seat on election night last week.)

For Watts, trying to win Northcote proved 
useful experience when he put up his hand  to 
replace retiring three-term MP Maggie Barry in 
her blue-ribbon seat. He says he wasn’t tapped 
for selection and won it in a hard-fought process.

As a self-described man with a plan, Watts 
resigned from the Waitemata DHB in January so 
he could focus on gaining selection and winning 
over the community. During the campaign, he 
was happy to listen to the insights of a 20-year-
old student volunteer. “I’ve seen the benefit, 
in private, corporate and public life, that the 
strength of the team will deliver much more 
than the individual,” he says.

Up to election day he waved his own placards 
at Hauraki Corner. A few days earlier he visited 
the AUT Akoranga campus marae, campaigning 
hard. He was asked ‘why are you bothering?’ 
“I said ‘This is about long-term relationships, 
this is about our community and I’m part of 
the future’”.

Watts says he intends to keep campaigning 
for the Shore. “I’ll be measured on what I 
deliver,” he says.

“It’s a time when we 
will be looking at what 

the public have said and 
what we need to do.”

17 Fraser Avenue, Northcote
Ph: 09 418 3118 | Manager: Jo Lochery

amc.manager@annemaree.co.nz
www.annemareeresthome.co.nz

Become part of the Anne Maree Court
family – with rooms now available

COVID SAFE CARE

Anne Maree Court
Rest Home & Hospital
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We guarantee 
our Workmanship

Backed by over 35 years’ experience 
of quality preparation and painting

ph ross kingdom 
021 723 413

registered 
professional painters Phone COLIN on 480 5864

RECOVER YOUR
LOUNGE SUITE

Call us for a free quotation and put the life
back into that favourite chair or lounge suite

AWARD FURNITURE

North Shore based renovations, 
new builds, design & project  

management since 1985.

Trustworthy licensed builders specialising  
in residential alterations/extensions, 

kitchens, bathrooms, tiling, re-cladding.

Contact Alex Carey on  
0274 660 666, or visit our website 

www.efd.kiwi

FENCE
BROTHERS

www.fencebros.co.nz

• FENCES
• PERGOLAS
•  DECKS

•  REtAiNiNG 
WALLS

•  PROPERtY MAiNtENANCE

CONtACt GREG 
FOR A FREE QUOtE

0800 336 232

“YOUR LOCAL ROOFER”

0800 7663 92
• RE-ROOFS
• NEW ROOFS
• LEAKS
• SPOUTING
www.relayroofing.co.nz

RENE GARDENING

SMALL & MEDIUM TREES
HEDGES & SHRUBS
PRUNING – TRIMMING
GARDEN TIDY UPS 
& MAINTENANCE

We look after your  
garden with care  
and passion. 

facebook.com/ReneGardening

         @renegardening

info@renegardening.co.nz
Rene: 021 134 5604

Refresh your furniture 
with NZ Chalk Paint.

Find out more at 
newtonspaints.co.nz

Located in Castor Bay Ak.
For expert advice 

Phone Ali 09 410 4289

CLASSIFIEDS
SERVICES OFFERED

Custommade Lamp-
shades.  New or Re-
vamped. Also kits & 
classes offered. Visit  
www.oscuro.co.nz or con-
tact Claire 02102497428 
or oscurolampshades@
gmail.com

H a n d y m a n / Q u a l -
ified cabinet maker - 
all work, inside & out.  
Experienced, prompt 
& reliable. Ph/Text Stu  
021 122 9356
Section Services. Trees: 
pruned, removed.  Hedges: 
trimmed, reduced.  Section 
tidy-ups.  Insured, qual-
ified & local.  Ph Dom 
0272221223
Vehicles wanted. Top cash 
paid for any VANS, UTES, 
TRUCKS, 4X4, CARS - 
Dead or Alive, damaged, 
de-registered mechanical 
problem, no WOF - we 
buy it.  Call 0800 333 398

TUITION

Art for adults - Mastering 
Art Friday morning classes 
@ Devonport Community 
house  and online tutoring  
www.lucybucknall.com 
tel- 0211442791

TUITION

Guitar Tuition - face-to-
face and online acoustic 
guitar lessons with friendly 
and experienced folk mu-
sician/singer-songwriter 
based in Devonport. Dave 
Walker: www.facebook.
com/guitartui6  Tel: 02102 
779955
NCEA Maths Exam spe-
cialist. 100% student pass 
rate in 2019. Please ph 
Peter on 09 445 1899 or 
021 0817 5037.

WANTED

Professional woman in 
private practice looking 
for a sunny one bedroom 
unit. I have a tiny teacup 
chihuahua who is quiet 
and friendly. She comes 
to work with me during the 
day. Long time home own-
er in Devonport. Children 
all grown up and need a 
small space now. Respect-
ful and quiet.  Please phone 
022 485 3773

Wanted to buy: Small 
apartment one or two bed-
rooms close to Milford 
village. Private cash buyer. 
Email johnc6824@gmail.
com

Reach your  
Takapuna, Milford 

and surrounds 
customers

cost-effectively
Contact the Observer 

for our rates and dates. 

EMAIL: 
sales@rangitoto-observer.co.nz

Tony Gasperini
Qualified Local Arborist

Tree & Tall Hedge Specialist

027 770-0099
Devonport, Auckland
tony.gasperini@gmail.com
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©Copyright OceanFun Publishing Ltd               www.ofu.co.nz

The high-rise “urban village” development 
planned to replace the Harbourside church on 
Esmonde Rd is switching focus, with its apart-
ments to be built first. 

Original intentions were to build a six-storey 
hotel as stage one of the $350 million Amaia 
project, then move on to  three adjoining towers 
of apartments at the centre of the site.  

Covid-19 has prompted the switch in focus 
on the 2.1ha site, bought for $40 million from 
the church last year. Removal of the church and 
earthworks are expected to begin by the middle 
of next year. A 400sqm display suite aimed at 
apartment pre-sales opened last Friday (23 Oc-
tober) in the former Department Store building 
on Northcroft St, Takapuna. 

Dean Kimpton, a consultant for the Taka-
puna-based developers, KBS Capital, said 
the apartments would appeal to a mix of 
buyers. They ranged from studios with “the 
really popular price point” around $600,000, 
up to $2.6 million plus for three-bedroom 
penthouses.

Aiming first at owner-occupiers instead of 
starting the project with short-term managed 
accommodation recognised the current market 
conditions, he said. The hotel block on the east 
of the site was still very much part of future 
plans. “They’re just going to slow down and 
think about that, because the environment has 
changed [with Covid]”. 

The development, which the Flagstaff first 
broke news of three months ago, is one of two 
large-scale, high-rise accommodation projects 
likely to change the skyscape in the Takapuna 
area. Amaia would be unique, said Kimpton, 
given its set-apart location surrounded by a 

green reserve, proximity to beaches and the 
city, and a site-sympathetic design approach by 
Jasmax architects. With ready access to transport 
links and plans to incorporate cycleways and 
walkways into the property, plus cafes and other 
facilities open to the public, the aim was to add 
appeal to the area. 

Progress at Amaia would depend, however, 
as with any development, on market conditions 
and pre-sales, but Amaia was projected as a 
five-year project. 

Stage two was expected to be finished in the 
second half of 2023. It would comprise 81 apart-
ments with balconies or winter gardens built 
around a plaza with a varied-height building 
ranging from four up to seven storeys. 

Stage three, with more apartments to the 

rear of the site, has been signalled as part of a 
resource-consent application before Auckland 
Council. This design is expected to be completed 
early next year. 

Kimpton, formerly Auckland Council chief 
operating officer and past president of Engineer-
ing New Zealand, said the development  was 
modelled on international examples of urban 
villages. The community-focused style of living 
was coming of age, he said, and likely buyers 
would range from young couples to downsizers 
and early retirees.

 The application is for a non-notified consent 
under the council’s Unitary Plan. While the 
height exceeds that allowed under planning rules 
for the zone, they were less-than minor-varia-
tions, the developers submitted. 

Harbourside site plans change

Harbourside shift… apartments first then hotel
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“Carefully loving  
your little angel as  

they learn and grow”

0-6
years

open: 7am
close: 6.00pm Takapuna

EUROPEAN CAR SERVICES
SPECIALISTS IN THE SERVICE AND REPAIR OF

BMW, AUDI, MERCEDES AND VOLKSWAGEN

197 ARCHERS ROAD, GLENFIELD, NORTH SHORE
PHONE 09 444 3965  |  EMAIL WORKSHOP@BURGERSMOTORWORKS.CO.NZ

Castor Bay residents hoping for a 
raised pedestrian crossing on Beach Rd 
may as well forget about it. That was the 
underlying message relayed to the Devon-
port-Takapuna Local Board by an Auckland 
Transport (AT) official in response to calls 
for a site meeting to discuss the long-sought 
safety measure  near the Castor Bay Rd 
junction.

The matter was raised by board deputy 
chairman George Wood, who wanted an AT 
traffic-safety planner to meet with repre-
sentatives of the Castor Bay Residents’ As-
sociation and interested board members. He 
also wants lower speed limits considered.

AT’s elected-member relationship man-
ager Marilyn Nicholls told the meeting: 
“This intersection isn’t going to have any 
more money spent on it in the foreseeable 
future.”

AT’s three-year plan did not provide for 
the work. To install a raised crossing would 
be a $1 million project, said Nicholls, 
because it would require the relocation 
of all underground services, including 
stormwater. Neither speed counts nor cost 

supported the work being done, she said.
Board member Ruth Jackson said it 

would be useful to get this understanding 
communicated to the community. People 
were worried that their children could be 
killed on the road.

AT has this year completed kerb build-
outs to slow vehicles turning into and 
out of Castor Bay Rd and to shorten the 
distance for pedestrians crossing there. An 
existing zebra crossing on Beach Rd was 
also realigned.  

Jackson said board members continued 
to be asked about what else could be done. 

A vote to seek the meeting on the cross-
ing and a reduction of vehicles speeds on 
that part of Beach Rd was passed with the 
support of Jackson, Wood, Jan O’Connor 
and Trish Deans. Chairman Aidan Bennett 
and member Toni van Tonder dissented.

The board also wants to know how often 
sweeping is scheduled and how often it is 
carried out. 

Wood said more sweeping would be 
good where Forrest Hill Rd joined Wairau 
Rd to tidy up rubbish and aggregate.

AT dashes crossing hopes

Increased use of chip seal instead of 
asphalt on road surfaces needs better mon-
itoring, says Ruth Jackson.

Contractors needed to “make it stick”, 
she said, showing a video of loose gravel 
which she said had required repeated 
sweeping long after its laying. Issues with 
gravel were being reported across the North 
Shore, she said. This included cyclists and 
pedestrians slipping and sliding.

Her comments were prompted by 
Auckland Transport’s monthly report to 
the board. 

AT took umbrage in writing at what it 
said was an incorrect online posting by 
several board members about using a small-
er grade of gravel. It followed national 
standards set by the New Zealand Transport 

Agency and these had not changed. Gravel 
was used only on roads with less than 
10,000 vehicles per day. It was a quarter 
of the cost of asphalt and if AT opted to 
upgrade to asphalt it would not qualify for 
a NZTA subsidy.

Jackson said she acknowledged in eco-
nomic times like these cheaper options 
such as gravel had to be used more, ahead 
of asphalt, but AT needed to ensure it was 
being done properly.  “When these things 
are done they need to be inspected and 
quality-checked.”

AT’s Marilyn Nicholls said chip seal 
was the policy and “we can only go back 
and sweep it.”  

Jackson retorted: “These are meant to be 
city sealed roads, not rural gravel roads.”  

Chip seal ‘needs watching’

Street life
A bid to win $450,000 in funding 
from the government’s “innovating 
streets” programme has been lodged 
for Northcroft St and Huron St in 
Takapuna. If the project is accepted, 
Auckland Council would get $9 back 
in government funding for every dollar 
it spent.

Call for spraying
Capeweed on Milford Reserve needs 
spraying before it seeds and spreads, 
the Milford Residents Association has 
urged.   

Chinese leaflets
The Takapuna North Community Trust 
wants to let more groups know about 
the pre-school play groups it hosts. 
Local board member Toni van Tonder 
commended the board-backed trust 
for printing leaflets in Chinese to 
spread the word.

 Glamping it up
Plans to upgrade the Takapuna 
campground might benefit from 
input by the council’s Urban Design 
Panel, advised Planning Committee 
chairman and North Shore councillor 
Chris Darby.  

Leases extended
The right to occupy council premises 
has been extended for Castor Bay 
Tennis Club at Midway Reserve and 
for the Plunket Trust at its rooms within 
the Sunnynook Community Centre.

New mural
The Sunnynook Community Centre 
is set to get a mural painted on its 
building.  The mural will be organised 
by the Sunnynook Community 
Association.

IN BRIEF
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DAMP LEAKY BASEMENT? 
WANT TO ADD VALUE TO YOUR HOME AND MAXIMISE USE OF SPACE?

RECLAIM, REVIVE AND REFIT YOUR UNUSABLE 
BASEMENT SPACE WITH WATERPROOFING  
SOLUTIONS LTD AND NEWTON SYSTEM 500.

Need extra space? Another bedroom, rumpus 
room, home theatre, second lounge? The new 
post-Covid environment sees homeowners and 
buyers alike looking for extra space, and home 
offices/studios.  A recent article in Stuff, using actual 
REINZ sales data over the past 12 months, showed 
the average cost of moving from a three-bedroom 
house to a four-bedroom property on the North 
Shore of Auckland is $300,000.

Traditional New Zealand (NZ) solutions for leaking 
basement areas involved either excavation and re-
waterproofing (very costly, often impossible and 
just replacing what has already failed) or internal 
coatings that can’t be guaranteed and can’t be 
penetrated, severely limiting options to fit-out and 
decorate the areas. 

Now there is a guaranteed, Codemarked, proven 
system to reclaim your existing basement space 

and develop it without restriction – NEWTON 
SYSTEM 500. It has been tried and tested for over 
30 years in the UK by John Newton & Co, the UK’s 
longest-established waterproofing company.

Newton System 500 is the perfect solution to 
remedial basement waterproofing, fully guaranteed 
for the life of the structure, maintainable, and with 
no limitations on how the remediated space is 
fitted out. Perfect for large commercial spaces and 
domestic basements, where a dry environment is 
required, and peace of mind needed. The photos 
show ‘before and after’ of a completed domestic 

basement in Northcote.
Waterproofing Solutions Ltd, NZ’s first and premier 

installers of this system. We can manage the entire 
process for you, including fit-out and decorating.

Add value and utility to your home by using 
existing space, for far less than buying a new 
property.

Contact us now for a  
free consultation and 

assessment of your property.

dave@waterproofsolutions.co.nz
www.waterproofsolutions.co.nz 
Dave Edwards  021 331971

Three former North Shore mayors were 
among those who remembered long-serving 
local body politician and educationist Ken 
McKay at his funeral this month.

McKay, aged 89, died on 4 October, after 
a life-time of community service,  recognised 
when he received the Queen’s Service Medal 
in 2009. 

Until early this year, McKay still sat for 
regular stints as a JP at the Milford Centre.

A tribute to his varied contributions was 
made by long-time friend and colleague Jan 
O’Connor at last week’s Devonport-Takapuna 
Local Board meeting.

As well as being a former Takapuna City 
then North Shore City Councillor and Taka-
puna Community Board member, McKay was 
the headmaster of Glenfield Intermediate. He 
introduced computers there in the 1980s, mak-
ing the school among the first to adopt them.

After retirement he helped educate inmates 
at Paremoremo prison.

In the days when JPs sat in the District 
Court, he was frequently on the bench, and 
later volunteered his services as a JP available 
for public sessions. 

For 12 years, McKay was president of 
the Castor Bay Ratepayers and Residents 
Association. 

He was also a long-time president of North 
Shore Brass, vice-president of Takapuna RSA 
and a board member of the Bruce Mason 
Theatre.

As a former Bay of Plenty representative 
hockey player, he retained a keen interest 
in sport and was supportive of North Shore 
sport groups. 

O’Connor said McKay’s active involvement 
in so many areas was an example of civic spirit 
at its finest.

Ken McKay’s life of community service remembered

Obituary

Big contribution... former  
local-body politician Ken McKay

Support your paper for  
the price of a cup of coffee.
Go to devonportflagstaff.co.nz and click on  
‘Become a supporter’ at the top of the page.
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The North Shore Rowing Club dominated 
a Lake Pupuke regatta in honour of long-time 
member and Olympic medallist Eric Verdonk 
who died of cancer in April this year.

The Eric Verdonk Memorial Regatta held 
earlier this month featured 18 rowing clubs 
from across Auckland and more than 70 

different racing events. 
North Shore Rowing Club won more than 

30 races and placed second in 24, giving it 
the highest overall score. 

Verdonk’s son Hugo Verdonk won the 
men’s open single sculls – his father’s event 
– for North Shore, rowing his father’s boat.

Club coach Tim Zouch said winning the 
shield for the event was the perfect way to 
honour Verdonk. “Hugo performed extremely 
well in his races and winning the singles race 
was a really special moment,” Zouch said. 

Verdonk’s wife, Mandy, said, “It was an 
amazing gathering and a very special and 
overwhelming moment for Hugo when he 
won. I will be proud to tell Eric all about this 
one day.” 

Sylvan Park on Lake Pupuke was a very 
significant place to hold the event: it was 
almost 30 years ago that Eric and Mandy 
Verdonk got married at the park. On their 
wedding day, he rowed them across Lake 
Pupuke to the North Shore Rowing Club, 
which he joined in 1973.

Verdonk has also been honoured with a 
bench plaque in Killarney Park.

The Takapuna Grammar Rowing Club, 
where Verdonk coached recently,  and West 
End Rowing Club organised the memorial 
event.  

Verdonk began rowing as a teenager at 

Club mentor... Takapuna Grammar Rowing club captains Connor Bacchus and Sydelle Langis with Mandy 
Verdonk (second from right) and Sieska Verdonk, who presented a framed photo in memory of Eric 
Verdonk to hang in the club room 

North Shore club dominates Verdonk memorial
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Raumati Fun 2020/21

Preschool
Play

TUESDAYS • DEVONPORT (Windsor Reserve)
Nov 3 - Dec 8 & Jan 12 - Mar 30

THURSDAYS • BAYSWATER PARK
Nov 5 - Dec 10 & Jan 14 - Mar 25 

*9:30am-11:00am*

Free entry

WWW.DEVONPORTPENINSULATRUST.NZ

Weather and Alert Level 1 or 2 permitting 
 Parental supervision required

Tamariki time 

to play with big toys 

and be active

Raumati Fun 2020/21

Westlake Boys High School, winning the 
Maadi Cup in 1976. 

As a senior rower he won 15 national titles, 
and won bronze in the single sculls at the 
1986 Commonwealth Games in Edinburgh, 
Scotland, bronze in the 1988 Seoul Olympics 
and finished fourth at the Barcelona Olympics 
in 1992. 

He competed at five world championships, 
coming third in Tasmania in 1990, and also 
became the first Kiwi to win a single-sculls 
race at the Henley Royal Regatta in England. 

The North Shore Rowing Club is hosting 
the next regatta of the season, the Bennett 
Shield, which will be raced at Lake Pupuke 
on Saturday 7 November. 

Peak performance... Westlake Girls High School rowers representing North Shore Rowing Club in a 
coxed-eight race during the Eric Verdonk Memorial Regatta

Reach your  
Takapuna, Milford 

and surrounds 
customers

cost-effectively
Contact the Observer 

for our rates and dates. 

EMAIL: 
sales@rangitoto-observer.co.nz
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When Sean Murphy was 10 years old, he 
broke his wrist playing basketball and missed 
out on competing with his older cousin in an 
under-13 match. 

Since that brief setback, he has taken every 
opportunity, and has become the latest New 
Zealander to be offered a basketball scholarship 
in the US.

The 18-year old Rosmini College student and 
North Harbour representative is headed for the 
University of Nebraska at Kearney, beginning 
his studies there in August next year.

 Sean has had four successful years in the 
Rosmini Premier team. “I think what makes 
me a good player is the ability to keep going no 
matter what other people say. Playing basketball 
in the States has always been a dream of mine. 
My family is really proud of me,” he said.

He had a strong start in this year’s season, as 
Rosmini aimed to contest a fourth consecutive 
Secondary Schools National Final. 

The 198cm swingman averaged 26 points a 
game over the first five games – and scored 39 
against Rangitoto College – before Covid-19 re-
strictions brought a premature end to the season. 
Murphy had played in the previous three finals, 
collecting a winner’s medal in 2017 and 2018.

“The season kept coming to a halt with 
Covid-19 and we didn’t get to play as many 
games as we would have liked, but I’d like 
to thank my coaches over the years who have 
given me so much insight into the sport and 
all my teammates that have supported me in 
games,” he said.

Sean was named in the 2020 Junior Tall 
Blacks, who were scheduled to play at a Four 
Nations International Tournament in China 
and another tournament in Germany. Due to 
Covid-19, both events were cancelled. 

Having played for New Zealand at the 2019 
FIBA Oceania Under-17 Championships in 
New Caledonia, averaging 10 points and 3 
rebounds per game, Sean hopes he will play 
for the Tall Blacks in the future. 

Another Rosmini College basketballer, Tall 
Blacks guard Taine Murray, has announced that 
he will be attending the University of Virginia 
on a four-year scholarship beginning in 2021. 

Taine will be working with Virginia coach 
Tony Bennett, who is a former NBA player 
with a strong New Zealand association, having 
played for, and coached, the North Harbour 
Vikings in the late 1990s. 

Taine, a 196cm wing, last year made his 
debut for the Tall Blacks in Sydney, against 
Canada, at just 17 years old.

A standout player since he started playing 

basketball at 14, Taine also won two National 
Secondary Schools Championship medals with 
Rosmini and Under-19 National Champion-
ship gold with North Harbour. 

Taine made a strong start for the Auckland 
Huskies in the 2020 Sal’s NBL before breaking 
a bone in his hand. As a starter in the Huskies 
he averaged 17.5 points per game, placing him 
in the top dozen scorers in the league. 

He has signed to play as a development 
player for the New Zealand Breakers in the 
next Australian NBL season but will not earn 
a salary in order to retain his college eligibility.

Hoop dreams... Sean Murphy’s success at Rosmini College has helped 
pave the way to a scholarship at the University of Nebraska    

Rosmini stars win US college scholarships

A decision by Westlake Boys High School 
not to award major sports cups this year 
for the first time in its history is not being 
followed by sister school Westlake Girls. 

The boys’ school said several weeks ago 
that with Covid-19 interrupting so much 
competition this year the playing field was 
not level enough. It would give out sports 
colours and recognise achievements, but 
not declare major trophies including the 
prestigious Arblaster Sportsman of the Year.

Westlake Girls told the Observer it 
was proceeding with its normal format 
to sporting awards which would be made 
tonight (30 October). This would include a 
Sportswoman of the Year, Team of the Year 
and International Performance of the Year. 

Carmel College and Rosmini College 

are also awarding sporting prizes for 2020.
Westlake Boys said it was a tough de-

cision to not proceed as usual. “This will 
be the first time in the school’s 58-year 
history we will not be awarding trophies 
that recognise our top achievers in sport. 
To award them this year would not only do 
a disservice to previous winners and their 
legacies, but be inequitable to the current 
crop of athletes – many of whom have not 
been able to significantly partake in their 
seasons,” the school said in its weekly news-
letter. “We believe this to be an appropriate 
response to 2020 with its many disruptions 
both in and outside sport, and the curtailed 
playing season. The Sports Awards Dinner 
is one of Westlake’s marquee events and this 
decision has not been taken lightly.”

part-time / full-time  
retail sales rep

Paramount Pools, one of the largest and most 
experienced companies in the New Zealand 
pool and spa industry, is looking for a part-time 
/ full-time retail sales rep to join the team at 
their newly opened store in Takapuna.
The successful candidate will have some 
knowledge of the pool and spa industry and 
a strong sales acumen. The role is mainly in 
store and selling quality Australian & Kiwi-
made pools & spas and related products 
and services to both consumers and trade 
customers.

please send your resume to  
steve@paramountpools.co.nz.

Westlakes differ over Covid-year cups 
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School balls proved a welcome boost to local 
business last week, with florists and hair and 
makeup salons busy with bookings.

Senior students relished the chance to dres-
sup for the big social occasion after several 
reschedulings due to Covid-19.  

Westlake Boys and Girls High Schools 
held their joint ball at Eden Park, last Friday 
(23 October). Takapuna Grammar’s event at 
Ellerslie Racecourse was the evening before. 
The Carmel and Rosmini balls are yet to come.

Takapuna businesses said the balls were fun 
for staff to be involved with, but also good for 
trade. This ranged from floral corsages and wrist 
bands to pre-ball snacks and drinks              .

Most students had their outfits sorted well in 
advance this year, given the repeated changes 
to ball dates. 

Overall, bookings for beauty services were 
less frenetic than usual, but still a welcome 
add-on, including at nail bars. 

At Mecca on Hurstmere Rd, extra makeup 
artists were brought in to help, with up to six 
chairs operating. Manager Emma Rose said 
more natural looks were popular this year, 
although some girls took the chance to glam 
up with glitter or the likes of lilac eye-shadow. 
Many choose deep nude lipstick shades, but 
the perennially popular pop of red still rated.

Morgan & Morgan salon co-owner Jennifer 
Morgan said there had been a noticeable shift 
away from hair updos, with the vast majority 
of girls wearing their hair long. Some opted 
for beachy waves and others choose Holly-
wood-style curls. It was about looking pretty 
and magical, without being overly “done”. 

Thank you to our local commu-
nity for coming out and supporting 
businesses in Takapuna. Covid-19 
has proved to be extremely difficult 
for many businesses and it has been 
fantastic to see our community rally 
together to support local. 

To everyone who has made that 
special effort to come out back to the 
office over the last few weeks, and 
purchased things from local Takapuna 
businesses, whether that is takeaways 
from your favourite restaurant, getting 
your hair done, purchasing that top or 
simply getting sushi for lunch – I want 
to say a massive thank you. Your efforts 
are making a difference and keeping 
those businesses afloat. The next few 
months will continue to be difficult, so 
please keep supporting local. 
Terence Harpur,  
Chief Executive, Takapuna 
Beach Business Association

I noticed your item concerning the 
road-makings surrounding the new pedes-
trian crossing that have been installed close 
to the roundabout intersection of Anzac St 
and Hurstmere Rd in Takapuna (Observer, 
16 October). 

Many weeks elapsed between the time 
they were completed and in use to when 
the markings were installed. I witnessed a 
very near miss on 30 September, where a 

motorist was clearly unaware that it was a 
crossing, while the pedestrian assumed it 
was. While a delay of a few days could be 
excused, provided there were temporary 
warning signs, the careless approach to 
the timely completion of these, and the 
lax safety practices while awaiting full 
road-markings, could have easily resulted 
in serious injury or a death. 
Richard Green

The Anzac St carpark, in the heart of 
Takapuna, was gifted to council by the local 
business owners

For 31 years they paid a targeted rate for 
this 8500sqm piece of sheltered  open space.

 Council has collected  millions of dollars 
in parking fees in the last 56 years.

So when Auckland Council decided to sell 
this land, 8500 people petitioned council and 
held crowded meetings opposing its sale.

Over in St Heliers, Mayor Goff and 
Councillor Simpson listen and support their 
residents whenever they gather with their 
problems.

But in Takapuna, Mayor Goff and Coun-
cillors Hills and Darby did not support  their 

residents’ concerns over the future of the 
carpark.

They tell us nine- to 10-storey apartments 
on our gifted land will enliven the area. They 
ignore the fact the surrounding privately 
owned land is zoned for high-rise apartments 
and that the open space left after develop-
ment will be half the size of the adjoining 
Potters Park.   

It is so small that there will be barely 
room for Anzac parades, let alone the re- 
located War Memorial

Takapuna’s Anzac St Carpark is the gift 
which keeps on giving – to Auckland Coun-
cil, certainly not to the residents
Jan O’Connor

The guardians of Lake Pupuke have re-
launched as Aotearoa Lakes – to encompass 
other water catchments they are helping to 
protect.

Lake Rototoa and Lake Tomarata have 
now been formally included in the group’s 
watch list.

The group uses data collected from dives 
and observation to build a historical record, 
which can aid scientific analysis of ways to 
improve lake water quality and bio-diversity. 

For more information, see nzlakes.org

Letters

Lake guardians 
take a wider view

Support your paper 
for the price of a  
cup of coffee.
Go to devonportflagstaff.co.nz and click on  
‘Become a supporter’ at the top of the page.

Letters to the Editor 
Topics should be local. Noms-de-plume 

or submissions without a name  
will not be printed. Email  

news@rangitoto-observer.co.nz  
or post to Rangitoto Observer,  
PO Box 32 275, Devonport. 

New space half the size 
of Potters Park

Careless approach could have been fatal

Balls boost business 

Business 
says thank you
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Call Murray, Janet or Mark for more details.  

WILLIAM SANDERS VILLAGE 
7 Ngataringa Road, Devonport, 445 0900

rymanhealthcare.co.nz

16
82

We’re delighted to welcome you 
to tour our brand new village and 
explore all that is on offer. 

Along with our independent and 
serviced apartment show homes, our 
brand new care centre, village centre 
and amenities are now open!

Our amenities include an indoor 
swimming pool and spa, hair salon 
and café, just to name a few.

We hope to see you this weekend!

Saturday 31 October and  
Sunday 1 November, 10am-3pm

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC - THIS WEEKEND!

A new way of living

WILLIAM SANDERS  
RETIREMENT VILLAGE 
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PH: 489 8360
PUMPHOUSE.cO.nz
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n Exultation!
15 November at 2pm 
North Shore Concert Band 
perform a selection of  
their favourite and most  
uplifting tunes.

celebrating Peg Escott
16 November at 7pm 
A night to remember and  
celebrate Peg - poet, playwright 
and friend of The PumpHouse.

Westie to West End
27–28 November at 7.30pm 
Russell Dixon in the story  
of a West Auckland boy with  
a big dream, accompanied  
by Ben Kubiak.

The so-called ghost of the Pumphouse, Peg 
Escott, is being brought back to life in a tribute 
show remembering her contribution to the arts.

The long-time Milford resident died suddenly 
in 1977, aged in early 70s, just before the Pum-
phouse opened as a community arts hub. 

She was among a determined group who 
had successfully lobbied council to ensure the 
heritage building’s future. Her name is attached 
to the theatre’s green room to which she is said 
to have lent a friendly presence.

In her day, Escott was also known as a writer, 
theatre critic and a director. This side of her 
story is less well remembered now, but caught 
the attention of The Pumphouse’s community 
engagement coordinator, Mags Delaney, whose 
research uncovered some of the few manuscripts 
she left behind.  

“She burned a lot of work, because she 
considered it scribbles,” said Delaney, who 
concludes Escott must have been an interesting 
and complex woman. 

Delaney has put together an evening featuring 
examples of Escott’s work and recollections of 
those who fondly recall her as shy and witty. The 
hour-long programme was to have been staged 
during Auckland Heritage Festival in Septem-
ber, but with Covid-19 forcing a shuffling of 
events it has been moved to this Monday (16 
November).  

Among those attending will be amateur dra-
matic colleagues and a grand niece of Escott, 
who intends rounding up other distant relatives. 

The parents of UK-born Cecily Margaret 
(Peg) Escott brought her and her elder brothers 
to New Zealand when she was in her teens. 
She went back to England for a time until her 
mid-20s and then returned to New Zealand in 
the late 1930s, living near her parents and then 
caring for them as they aged. She never married. 

She was often seen riding a bike to and from 
Milford.

While in England, Escott worked as a lift girl 

at The Times Book Club before turning to writ-
ing full-time. She had three novels published, 
the first two set in England and written under 
the pen name of C M Allen. The last, Show 
down, was set in rural New Zealand and tracks 
a relationship. It was published in the United 
States under the title I told my love. 

Show down was republished here in 1973, as 
part of a New Zealand fiction series. 

During the 1940s and 1950s, Escott became 
active in local drama circles. She was an arts 

commentator on Radio 1YC and taught drama to 
school students and at adult education classes for 
a time. She is remembered for a long association 
with the Mairangi Bay Players.

Escott directed a number of productions for 
the company and had a liking for Pinter and the 
Theatre of the Absurd. 

Delaney has been told about her methodical 
approach to productions, including modelling 
sets in shoe boxes, blocked out with buttons. 
“She was formidable as a director.”

Only two plays that Escott wrote are still in 
existence, along with a volume of her poetry, 
Separation and/or greeting, published post-
humously. 

One of her plays, Saved, was performed at 
the Pumphouse shortly after its opening. The 
melodrama was written for the 100th anniver-
sary of Auckland and features sections depicting 
colonial days in Queen St and at Milford and the 
story of young seamstresses saved from a life of 
depravity. Delaney said it also featured charac-
ters known as Lord and Lady Fitzfuddlegood, 
hinting at Escott’s sense of humour. 

An extract of Saved will be performed at the 
tribute show and Delaney hopes the full play 
can be staged in the future. A section of Show 
down will be read. 

Celebrating Peg Escott starts at 7pm in 
the Pumphouse’s smaller Coal Bunker space, 
with tickets priced at $10 available through 
the theatre.  

48 Victoria Road | (09) 446 0100 | www.thevic.co.nz

NOW SHOWING 
Babyteeth (M) 118min  NEW
The Empty Man (R16) 137min   NEW
Baby Done (M) 91min   NEW
Cunningham (E) 93min   NEW
The Doors (1991) (R16) 140min  SPECIAL SCREENINGS
Rocky Horror Picture Show  
with Hot and Flustered Shadowcast (M)  30 OCT
I am Woman (M) 116min   ADVANCE SCREENINGS 30 OCT - 1 NOV
Reunion (M) 95min   HALLOWEEN SPECIAL 31 OCT

COMING SOON 
Brock: Over the Top (M) 104min  5 NOV
Combat Wombat (PG) 111min  5 NOV
I am Woman (M) 116min  5 NOV
Reunion (M) 95min  5 NOV
Top Dog Film Festival NZ Tour (E)  6 NOV
Rams (PG) 115min  ADVANCE SCREENINGS 6-8 NOV
Play Readings at The Vic: The Campervan by Kathryn Burnett  8 NOV
Play Readings at The Vic: Broken String by Geoff Allan  15 NOV

SPECIALS
CHEAP TUESDAY 
$10 Adult / $8 Child
*EXCEPT PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

VENUE HIRE

Theatre’s witty ‘ghost’ remembered 43 years on  

Writer, critic and director...  
Peg Escott
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premium.co.nz |  F ine Homes |  F ine Apartments |  F ine Li festyles
PREMIUM REAL ESTATE LTD LICENSED REA 2008 | 916 6000

VIEW | SAT/SUN 1 - 2 PM OR BY APPT
AUCTION | ON SITE 15/11/20 2PM UNLESS SOLD PRIOR 
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/80019

Lovely brick home set on 673sqm close to the beach.
Spacious lounge and sunroom open to outdoor area 
and verdant garden. 4 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms and a 
double garage with plenty of storage.
Ideal for work from home and fabulous land bank for 
future subdivision.

BOUNDARY LINE INDICATIVE 

TAKAPUNA | 12 ARTHUR CRESCENT | SOLID GOLD INVESTMENT

CHRIS BARKER 027 44 88 020 | 916 6000 
MARIA TODD 021 743 187 | 916 6000

VIEW | PLEASE CONTACT AGENT
PRICE | BY NEGOTIATION OVER $3M
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/80012

A rare and fabulous opportunity to own a spacious 
property just 15 steps to the sands of Matakatia beach. 
The 390sqm home has multiple living and dining 
spaces, five bedrooms, two ensuites and additional 
family bathroom, triple tandem garage and spectacular 
bay and sea views as far as the city lights from both 
levels. A truly enviable leisurely lifestyle.

MATAKATIA | 20 MATAKATIA PARADE | BEAUTIFUL MATAKATIA BEACH

CAROLE THOMAS 021 539 553 | 916 6000

VIEW | SUN 1 - 1.45 PM OR BY APPT
EOI | 18/11/2020 4 PM UNLESS SOLD PRIOR
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/80017

A charismatic design for living within a unique resort like 
setting and location, two storey penthouse (226sqm 
internal, 32sqm decks) sophisticated simplicity, easy 
living. 3 double bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, open plan 
kitchen, dining, lounge flowing to a deck, separate 
family lounge or media room, master suite with two 
person spa pool taking in the panoramic beach and 
harbour views, 2 parallel carparks and storage locker.

TAKAPUNA SANDS | ENCHANTING BEACHFRONT RESORT LIVING

ALISON PARKER 021 983 533 | 916 6000

VIEW | PLEASE CONTACT AGENT
PRICE | BY NEGOTIATION
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/80022

Set on your own freehold title this spectacular 244sqm, 
cutting-edge terraced home is located in the very heart 
of Takapuna. Magnificent gourmet kitchen with scullery 
and spectacular open plan living featuring an absolutely 
stunning fireplace. 3/4 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, own 
lift. This stunning home will exceed all expectations, 
view now for your taste of a fabulous life ahead.

TAKAPUNA | 2B THE TERRACE | BESPOKE LOCK UP AND GO

LEWIS GUY 021 867 355 | 916 6000


