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Pitching in: students school yard Covid-year camp

In-tents experience… Sunnynook Primary School pupils (from left) Immanuella Nyati, Miriana 
Peeti-Roberts, Zoe Salatielu and Isabella Kwon went tenting at school after Covid-19 ruled out an 
off-site camp. More pictures, story pages 10.

• Small Senior School class sizes  
(13 students on average) and  
state-of-the-art equipment  
and facilities

Take a tour and see for yourself!  
Visit www.kristin.school.nz or call 09 415 9566.

Small class sizes. Huge opportunities!
• The choice to study NCEA or the IB 

Diploma Programme with a vast range 
of subject options and co-curricular 
opportunities

Westpac shutting shop in Milford
The Westpac Milford branch is closing   

   – t he latest in a rounds of bank shutdowns 
sweeping the country. 

The Rangitoto Observer learned last week 
that Westpac had been consulting with Mil-
ford staff about a possible closure. 

Westpac confirmed last Friday that the 
branch would be closing before Christmas.

“Nationally, in the past four years over- 
the-counter transactions have fallen by 65 
per cent. There are now 100 logins to online 
banking for each transaction in a branch,” a 

Westpac spokesperson said.
 “With that in mind, we began consulting 

with our team at our Milford branch in  
October about closing the branch.

“This week we confirmed to our team that 
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The former Takapuna Library building at 2 The 
Strand has been vacant since an earthquake 
notice was issued in March 2018. The 1956 
heritage-listed public building has now been 
unoccupied for 932 days. At some point, its future 
will be determined by Auckland Council.

2 The Strand: 
empty for 
932 days

A legal challenge has been lodged against 
the potential sale of the former library at 2 
The Strand Takapuna, three North Shore 
public reserves and the former Devonport 
borough council building.

Both Auckland Council-owned buildings 
have been vacant for years and post-Covid 
are on a list of assets under investigation 
for sale. 

The reserves are located at Linwood Rd 
and Forrest Hill Rd in Forrest Hill, and on 
Bloomfield  Spa in Takapuna.

Save Our Shore Public Spaces, a newly 
formed incorporated society made up of 
community leaders from Milford, Sunny-
nook, Takapuna and Devonport, has lodged 
an application for judicial review in the High 
Court, seeking an order forcing council to 
have meaningful consultation with the pub-
lic over any sales.  

As part of the legal claim, an interim order 
to stop any sales was sought.  

Council had until this week to file its 
defence. That would trigger the setting of a 
date for a hearing. 

Group spokesperson Grant Gillon, a 
former Devonport-Takapuna Local Board 

member and North Shore City Councillor, 
said while sales could not be permanently 
stopped, the law was clear that council 
needed to consult meaningfully with the 
community over land disposal.

“We are arguing the buildings should be 
included in this as well, as they are com-
munity spaces. Council should consult on 
them if they want to sell them,” Gillon said.  

The retention of the buildings for commu-
nity use was the thrust of a number of De-
vonport-Takapuna Local Board resolutions 
over recent years.

Council had been aggressive, Gillon said. 
“There has been some mediation [last 

Wednesday] at my request, after council 
threatened a community group with costs, 
which is pretty reprehensible.”

The original Save Our Shore Public 
Spaces claim included another reserve at 
Hauraki. Council had since dropped this 
from its list of 102 parks for sale across 
Auckland, Gillon said. 

• A spokesperson for council’s property 
arm, Panuku, said both buildings were still 
on the emergency-budget recycling list but 
no decisions had yet been made.

Court action seeks consultation 
on property sell-off
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Oarsome costumes make waves at Beach Series finale 

In the pink… Jason Herriman was among entrants who got into the spirit of a retro-themed final night 
of the Beach Series summer races at Takapuna Beach last Tuesday. More pictures p12-14 

Preserving coastal track no walk in the park

To page 3 

The future of a hugely popular coastal 
track between Takapuna and Milford is set to 
be secured as Auckland Council negotiates 
with a property owner over purchasing his 
historic bach.

People have been walking through Paul 
Firth’s garden since 2011, when a wooden 
bridge was washed away in a storm.

At that time, the council found it had never 
been an official bridge and rebuilding would 

require a coastal consent, which required ap-
proval from all affected landowners.

Firth, now 74, withheld his consent because 
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Fears locals short-changed   
by new town square... p7

New Takapuna-Milford paper 
hits the streets... p2

‘Sacred’ pohutukawa trees  
turn into a menace... p4

An “iconic” event for Takapuna – the 
Christmas morning performance of a seg-
ment from Bruce Mason’s play The End of 
the Golden Weather – was one of the few 
recent applications for a grant from the 
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board that won 
the full amount requested.

The board gave organisers the New Zea-
land Theatre Month Trust Board the $2000 
it requested, but not without debate.

Trust board chair Sir Roger Hall had 
warned that without backing the solo per-
formance was unlikely to be staged.  

Most “quick response” grant applications 
from community groups were trimmed back 
by a local board mindful of tight budgets and 
future grants rounds ahead. 

In all, nearly $33,000 was asked for and 
just over $18,000 granted at this month’s 
meeting.

The board has discretion in how it allo-
cates Auckland Council funding from its an-
nual community grants budget of $245,000. 
This comes with set criteria for detailed 
applications from community, cultural and 
sports and recreation groups.

The board dispenses the money through 

two larger application rounds for amounts 
up to $15,000 and in two “quick response” 
rounds for smaller grants, up to $2000. 

The first round of each category saw a 
total of just over $100,000 allocated, with 
an additional $7000 chipped in last month 
to ensure Christmas by the Lake in Milford 
could continue.

The recent second round of quick-re-
sponse grants ranged from applications for 
street-beautification projects, networking 
events and a school water-tank installation. 

Board members mostly came to quick 
agreement on new lower amounts to be allo-
cated, in some cases cutting requests by half.

The Mason play stood out in eventually 
receiving all it had hoped for, as did a Christ-
mas carol event at the PumpHouse, which 
received $1000. 

But the Ngataringa Tennis Club’s wish 
for $1275 for a Christmas party did not 
come true. 

Of the tennis-club application, board 
member Toni van Tonder asked, “Why?” 
She noted that a lot of clubs might want to 
have money for a party. 

Board deputy chair George Wood said the 

amount asked for was a lot of money. It was 
explained that the tennis club had previously 
been supported, but the board decided that 
$500 was enough this year.

Several board members queried why 
the Mason play’s allocation should not be 
reduced as others were, but member Jan 
O’Connor argued strongly in favour of the 
need to meet the $2000 request which she 
said did not cover the trust’s full costs.

“This is an iconic New Zealand play and 
set in our area,” noted member Trish Deans.

O’Connor said the free play was a Kiwi 
classic that attracted hundreds of people 
beachside every year. “Anyone can rock up.” 

For those without families, or not wish-
ing to attend church, it provided a familiar 
Christmas touchstone. If it rained, the 
organisers had to move to the Takapuna 
Memorial Hall, which came with hireage 
costs. This occurred last year and the hall 
was overflowing.

Other board members were swayed.
The board’s final larger funding round 

will be decided in the second half of the 
2020-21 financial year and announced in 
mid-2021.

Beachside Golden Weather continues this Christmas 

Letters to the Editor 
Topics should be local and not overly 

long.. Noms-de-plume or submissions 
without a name will not be printed.  

Email news@rangitoto-observer.co.nz  
or post to Rangitoto Observer,  
PO Box 32 275, Devonport. 
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School korowai honours first recipient

Westlake Boys High School student 
Eliakim Tiakia was presented with the 
school’s first traditional Māori korowai 
after being awarded the school’s special Ta 
Taonga Peri Award.

Westlake board of trustees member 
Euphymya Lavelle spent this year carefully 
sewing the korowai for the school’s top 
student of  Māori descent. She wanted 
to honour the recipient with something 
traditional and meaningful.  

Eliakim, said: “I felt really privileged to 
get presented with the korowai. I have never 
received a proper Maori taonga before.” 
The  Year 13 student who hopes to study 
engineering after going on a two-year church 
mission, is from the iwi Ngati Wai. 

Lavelle said she thought Westlake Boys 
High School needed its own korowai. From 
now on, the top Māori students will have 

their names and iwi embroidered onto the 
cloak each year. 

 Lavelle finished it off with help from 
her mother, who taught her how to make 
the unique tassels traditionally sewn on the 
garment. 

Before the prize-giving ceremony, the 
korowai was blessed by the Head of Maori, 
Matua Johnny Waititi, and Pou Ārahi Clare 
Nasey. 

It is made to include the school colours 
and specific patterns to represent the school.
The lining and edging was made from a 
school blazer. 

“I’m really happy and proud at how it 
turned out,” Lavelle said. 

Māori families sometimes make their own 
korowai to give to their children for special 
occasions, such as prize-giving ceremonies 
and graduations.

Cloak in Westlake colours... Top Maori student Eliakim Tiakia  
in the korowai made by school trustee Euphymya Lavelle

we would be proceeding with the closure. 
The last day the branch will be open will like-
ly be on December 23rd,” the spokesperson 
said.  All the employees at the branch will 
be redeployed within Westpac. The  nearest 
Westpac Branch to Milford is 3km away in 
Takapuna.

The BNZ, ASB and ANZ banks still have 
branches in Milford. 

From page 1 

Branch closure

Park and save
Parking fees at the Killarney car 

park in Takapuna have been cut by 
three-quarters, with the running of the 
facility passing from Wilson Parking to 
Auckland Transport (AT).

The Covid-19 outbreak resulted in a 
huge drop in parking use and revenue, 
said Regional Facilities Auckland (RFA), 
the council-controlled organisation 
which owns the carpark as part of the 
Bruce Mason Theatre complex. 

With RFA needing to save costs by 
reducing the monthly management 
fees for the carpark, it engaged with 
AT, also council-owned, to look at ways 
they could work together to save the 
city money. 

Car-park users benefit, with Wilsons 
hourly rates of $4 cut to $1 under 
AT, and daily rates dropping from  
$12 to $8.  

“We negotiated that AT would 
manage the carpark at a greatly 
reduced management fee; and AT 
also introduced significantly reduced 
parking costs for patrons,” said an RFA 
spokesman.

The new deal took effect from  
2 November.

New parking  
building opens

Takapuna’s new public car park will 
open with a dawn blessing for invited 
guests today, 27 November. After the 
karakia, the public willl have to wait 
until early December to be able to use 
the building.

The five-level, 420-space building 
on the Gasometer site off Huron and 
Northcroft streets is designed with 
growth in mind and will replace the 
smaller central car park, which is being 
transformed into a new town square. 

In addition to car parking, the 
building will provide 84 bike spaces, 
including 28 for e-bikes, plus changing 
rooms. There will also be space for 
electric car-share vehicles.

Panuku, Auckland Council’s de-
velopment arm, says that by relocating 
the car park from the middle of the 
town centre, more space will be 
available there for public events and 
gatherings. 

Upgrades are planned for the walk 
down the Huron and Northcroft St 
blocks to Lake Rd and the main 
shopping area.
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Beach walkers coming across what they 
think might be toxic slugs linked to dog poi-
sonings should report sightings to Auckland 
Council.  

“It’s a normal occurrence for sea slugs to be 
washed ashore, but if there’s unusually high 
numbers council will investigate,” said its en-
vironmental health manager, Mervyn Chetty.

Vets recommend a close eye (or a leash) be 
kept on dogs, who may try to eat the slugs. 
People should not touch them, says the coun-
cil, and young children on the beach should 
be monitored.  

The toxic grey side-gilled slugs (Pleuro-
branchaea maculata) are native to New Zea-
land and grow to 10cm long. Postings have 
been made on social media of recent sightings 
at Narrow Neck. This follows cases of dogs 
becoming unwell after visiting Takapuna and 

Milford beaches.
“While it hasn’t been confirmed that this is 

due to the dogs being poisoned by eating toxic 
sea slugs, it is a timely reminder for people to 
be vigilant and remain cautious at all times,” 
said Chetty.

In 2009, the slugs were linked to dog deaths 
in Auckland. They are known to contain 

tetrodotoxin, which can be highly poisonous.
The council advises that sea life generally 

that is found on the beach should not be 
handled as it may contain harmful levels of 
bacteria or be poisonous. Anything washed 
ashore should not be eaten.

People who have been in contact with a sea 
slug and who start to feel unwell should im-
mediately call 111 for emergency assistance. 
Anyone who thinks their dog has licked or 
ingested a toxic slug should contact a vet 
immediately.

Chetty said people spotting what they 
thought was a grey side-gilled slug (see pho-
tograph) could call the council on (09) 301 
0101. They could take also take a photograph 
to send to council staff (at Healthenforce-
ment@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz) to help with 
identification.

Council issues warning on safety and sea slugs

North Shore’s new MP, Simon Watts, has 
been appointed the National Party’s spokesman 
on ACC and its associate health spokesman.

Although he sits at the bottom of the party’s 
rankings, as expected,  along  with the other first- 
termers, the poor election result for the party 
has given newcomers the chance to pick up 
roles that in a larger caucus would most likely 
not have been available. 

“I am excited to get stuck in,” said Watts. 
He would spend the next few weeks getting his 
head around his shadow portfolios. 

Select committee memberships were yet 
to be announced, but Watts hoped to be con-
sidered for health or finance, given his career 
background. 

He is a former banker, who spent nearly a 
decade working in the UK, before returning 
home to New Zealand in 2013 to work in health 
management.

Locally, his electorate office in Anzac St, 
Takapuna, is up and running.

New MP wins
shadow role

in health

Dear Santa,

A suggestion for my 

stocking please !

A relaxing  

treatment with great  

results for gorgeous 

skin this Summer.

Vouchers available NOW!

Level 1  |  161 Kitchener Road  |  Milford

Pure Fiji 
Super Facial

combining  
Microdermabrasion 

and Papaya Enzymes
plus hydrating Dilo oil  

to smooth, hydrate
& GLOW, GLOW, GLOW!

$110

A big dog day out at Milford Reserve was 
cancelled last Sunday after growing fears 
toxic sea slugs are washing up on the beach. 

The Woofstock 2020 festival was set to 
kick off with an on-lead 1.5km walk along 
Milford Beach. But event organisers and 
charity A week before Woofstock Paw Jus-
tice the event would be postponed until 2021 
citing the combined uncertainty of Covid-19 

and  the emergence of sea slugs on North 
Shore beaches putting dogs lives at risk. 

“Your dog’s health is the utmost impor-
tance to us and we just couldn’t justify 
the event if someone’s dog got sick,” Paw 
Justice said. 

The beach walk was to be followed by 
dog rescue charities, retail stalls, food and 
entertainment. 

Woof ends in a whimper –  
big dog day out cancelled 

Architectural Design
• Extensions/Renovations
• New Builds/Re-clads
• All Consent work

www.dsol.nz
Matt Bates 0276862025
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2-week, 
no obligation 

trial

North Shore, 
Hear for the 
Holidays

Call 09 475 9849
teresaburnshearing.co.nz

215 Wairau Road, Glenfield
Fortnightly Visiting Clinic: 
2 Fleet Street, Devonport

Whether you need a hearing test, need your 
hearing aids checked, or need an upgrade, Teresa 
Burns Hearing is here to help. Give your loved 
ones the gift of hearing them for the holidays.  

Westlake Boys High School parent Clare 
Logan will be walking the length of New 
Zealand in the next six months to raise 
money for talented rowers who need finan-
cial support. 

Logan turned 50 this year, with big plans 
to go hiking and biking with her best friend 
in Patagonia. But when Covid-19 restrictions 
hit, she had to rethink her plan, deciding to 
challenge herself on a six-month journey 
along New Zealand’s Te Araroa Trail, which 
stretches 3000km from Cape Reinga to Bluff. 

“I wanted to show my family and friends 
that we have all had plans squashed in 2020 
and that you can bounce back and do some-
thing amazing, no matter how big or small, 
to move on and get on with life,” said Logan, 
who starts her walk on 20 December.

Along the way Logan will be attending 
rowing regattas around the country to cheer 
on her two boys, Sam and Alex, who are in 
year 13 and year 10 at Westlake Boys. 

She aims to raise around $6500 for the 
Westlake Boys High School Rowing Society. 
Her employer, Vodafone, will be matching 
the funds she raises up to $3000. 

Logan has been involved with rowing 
on the North Shore for 30 years and holds 
the sport dear to her heart. She also enjoys 
photographing the sport. Her husband, John 
Logan, rows in the masters category for the 
North Shore Rowing Club. 

“Rowing is an expensive sport, and with 
Covid we haven’t been able to run our usual 
fundraisers this year,” said Logan. 

It can cost up to $3500 a year for a West-
lake Boys rower,  including entry fees for 
competitions, transport and accommodation 
costs at regattas. 

Logan’s fundraising will help to support 
rowers with fees and also uniform costs. 

Janine Sullivan, who heads Westlake Boys 
Rowing Society fundraising, said Covid-19 
had crushed the ability to raise money by 

way of group gatherings such as golf days 
and quiz nights. 

A Give A Little page was set up in late 
September to help raise $28,000 needed 
for the new four quad-rigged skiff. In seven 
weeks it raised $11,070, thanks to 57 gen-
erous donors. Another $8000 was received 
from Pub Charity and $10,000 grant from 
the New Zealand Community Trust.

It is hoped to have the new skiff on the 

water and racing by the end of the month.
Covid has disrupted much of the normal 

training schedule, but Sullivan said the 
school’s rowers were looking forward to 
completing their end-of-year exams and 
getting back to Karapiro for some serious 
competitive racing. 

They will be competing in the Head of 
the Harbour Regatta at Lake Pupuke on 13 
February.

Oarsome effort... Clare Logan with her sons Sam, 17 (left), and Alex, 15

Rowers’ mum goes the extra mile
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Manual Labour – Gardening
Muscle required for gardening 
business based in Devonport. 
Must hold a current driver’s licence 
and be able to drive a manual 
vehicle. 
Hedge-trimming experience an 
advantage. For immediate start. 

Please call Robyn on  
021 257 0124

Takapuna Normal Intermediate School 
celebrated its 50th Jubilee last week with a 
special visit from its very first pupils. 

The school welcomed the school’s 
foundation students from 1970 to morning 
assembly. 

One, Jane Carolan, remembered the school 
when it was brand new. 

“The best part about the school is that 
it brought students together from all the 
primary schools in the area,” said Carolan, 
now 63. 

“The school still looks the same. Most of 
us went to Westlake after Takapuna Normal 
Intermediate. I know a lot of foundation 
students who would have loved to be here for 
the jubilee but are stuck overseas.” 

Carolan and the other foundation students 
were able to see their old classrooms and 
reminisced about the old teachers they had. 

The jubilee recognised the school’s 
principals. There have been four in 50 years: 
George Hood (1970-1979), Des Withell 
(1980-2000), Owen Alexander (2000-2017) 
and  now principal Wendy Sandifer.

 “The students have really enjoyed the 
jubilee,” said Sandifer. “They have been 
searching for old photos of their parents. 
They have been amazed by how much the 
school has changed.”

 In 2019 the school introduced collaborative 
open classrooms after knocking down some 
walls. This year the school has highlighted 
the success of its chess team who are the New 
Zealand School Champions for a second 
consecutive year. 

To celebrate, every student and staff 
member created a unique clay tile that was 
used to decorate and revamp the 25th Jubilee 
garden. 

More than 700 tiles were made.  Over 
100 people celebrated the 50th Jubilee at an 
evening function held at the school. 

Old school records and photos will be 
available online in early December. Takapuna Normal Intermediate School principal Wendy Sandifer with 

year 8 pupils Isla Penberthy (left) and Noah Cheng. 

17 Fraser Avenue, Northcote
Ph: 09 418 3118 | Manager: Jo Lochery

amc.manager@annemaree.co.nz
www.annemareeresthome.co.nz

CHRISTMAS LIGHT SHOW
3 & 4 December 8-10pm

Music and a hot Milo, post a letter to Santa

Anne Maree Court
Rest Home & Hospital

Fifty-year-old Intermediate’s        first pupils return for jubilee 
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Support  
your paper for  
the price of  
a cup of coffee.

Go to devonportflagstaff.co.nz and click on  
‘Become a supporter’ at the top of the page.

Good to be back... Takapuna Normal Intermediate School foundation pupils Christine McDonald and  
Greg Hall cut the 50th jubilee cake, while others who first attended the school with them in 1970 look on.  
Many commented on how familiar much of the school still seemed.

Fifty-year-old Intermediate’s        first pupils return for jubilee 
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Expect everyone from Santa Claus 
to the community constable to take to 
two wheels for Sunnynook’s Christmas 
Wheels event on Thursday, 10 December.

Designed for family fun, it will take 
place at Sunnynook Park from 5pm to 
6.30pm. 

Children are encouraged to dress up in 
a Christmas theme and to decorate their 
bikes, scooters and wheelchairs. A series 
of challenges will be set up around the 
park and free face-painting, a sausage 
sizzle, games and treats will be on offer. 

Organisers at the community centre 
suggest people ride or scooter to the 
gathering, because parking will be in 
short supply in the early evening, due 
to touch rugby drawing big numbers to 
the park. 

Christmas Wheels is backed by 
Auckland Transport to encourage active 
transport in the community. 

Council tapping into Quarry Lake 

113 x 60 

FUNERALS 
NELSON & SUSAN 

ELLIOTT 

YOUR LOCAL  

The low levels at Auckland’s domestic 
water storage lakes has forced local au-
thorites to take water from local sources.

Auckland Council’s Healthy Waters de-
partment has set up a site at the Quarry Lake 
next to Lake Pupuke, where businesses such 
as waterblasting firms and the construction 
industry can access water.

The council has applied for a resource 
consent to take 150 cubic metres of water a 
day from the lake. 

Water will be pumped to a filling station 
located on the bank of the lake, near the 
North Shore Rowing Club and North Shore 
Canoe Club. 

The water take would have no impact on 
the neighbouring Lake Pupuke, says an as-
sessment of environmental effects submitted 
with the resource consent.  

Auckland has faced water restrictions 
since May 2020 and lake storage levels have 
remained much lower than usual.

On yer bike

A market featuring the work of young 
designers and creatives will be held 
at Smales Farm on 6 December, from 
2pm to 6pm. 

Hosted by the Takapuna North 
Community Trust, it is youth-led, with 
around 40 stalls run by clever creators 
aged from 12 to 25. Youth buskers and 
performers will also be at the market.

Creative thinking

Trial planned for new safety  
measures near school

Efforts to make the road layout safer for 
Milford Primary School are continuing. 

Auckland Transport (AT) wants to make 
cycling and walking safer, while reducing 
congestion for parents who have to drive. 

AT told the Devonport-Takapuna Local 
Board it planned to trial an interim road set-
up for six months before any final design 
was implemented.  Community workshops 

have been  held to talk through a design that 
proposes footpath improvements and guidance 
marking leading to raised speed tables on both 
Stratford Ave and Woodbridge Ln where they 
meet Shakespeare Rd. A rubber speed bump 
would be installed on Trevaughn Glade.   

Board members hold concerns around the 
safety of the intersection of Shakespeare and 
Kitchener roads    

Ongoing improvement to Wairau Estuary 
water quality is one of three priorities the 
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board is push-
ing to have included in Auckland Council’s 
10-year plan.

In conjunction with the Kaipatiki board 
which shares the estuary catchment, a tar-
geted water rate for Healthy Waters was 
promoted, with a view to enabling the 
council department to fulfil multi-stage 
plans, already under way, to clean up the 
estuary and improve the water quality from 
the stream flowing from it to Milford Beach 
and Castor Bay.

The other big ticket items pushed for were:
• A walkway and cycleway linking Es-

monde Rd to Francis St, Hauraki. This could 
potentially create a route from the base of 
the Devonport peninsula to Takapuna and 

across the motorway to link to the Skypath 
that will eventually connect the North Shore 
and the city.

• Upgrading the Bayswater ferry terminal 
from what has been described as a shed, into 
a suitable commuter facility.  

The priorities, along with those of other 
local boards across the city, have been put 
to the council’s Finance and Performance 
Committee, which will firm up its long-term 
plan next month. The community will then 
get a chance to provide feedback on this in 
a consultative process from 15 February to 
15 March next year.

Getting major projects on the books is 
a key step to having planning and design 
work factored in and budgets set aside, but 
until they enter shorter-term plans it is not a 
guarantee that the work will proceed.

Estuary health long-term priority 
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Pirates of all ages were out in force in 
Milford on Saturday, from children in dress-
ups to a performing troupe who enlivened the 
tenth annual Pirate Market Day. 

Kitchener Rd was closed from Shake-
speare Rd to Milford Rd, so stalls could be 
set up along the main street. 

The event, put on by the Milford Business 
Association, also saw bouncy castles, includ-
ing one shaped like a pirate ship, set up for 
fun and games. 

An auction-style prize draw, featuring 
items donated by local stores, ended the day, 
with bidders having exchanged store receipts 
for “Milford money” to participate. 

Association manager, Murray Hill, was 
pleased with how the relaxed event ran, 
saying the full closure of the street this 
year, spreading stalls beyond the pavement 
provided plenty of room for families to 
wander freely. 

Milford pirate...  Lev Kelsall, aged 
8, went to the shopping centre in 
the morning with his father, then 
returned home for an afternoon 
outing in costume, complete with 
a cutlass to juggle

Twin terrors... Rosie Buhagiar, aged 6, and sister Jazie, aged 3,  
made the trip from Mairangi Bay for a dress-up day

Fly girl... Zoe Farmer, aged 5, was one of a queue for face-painting, 
choosing a butterfly design, during her day with her grandparent

Main-street 
marauders 
in Milford
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Sunnynook Primary School students were 
excited to pitch tents and camp out on the 
school grounds, after the annual year-6 camp 
was cancelled due to Covid restrictions.

The school originally planned to have the 
camp at Carey Park in Henderson but Level 
2 restrictions at the time meant only groups 
of 10 people could gather. 

“The kids were gutted,” said teacher 
Monica Duffield. “It has been a tough year 
for them, so I thought we could have a camp 
at the school and we are really grateful that 
we still have the opportunity to do this. The 
kids are really excited about the activities 
we have planned.” 

Camping at school cost parents less than 
a quarter of the price of heading off-site. 

Families provided their own tents, sleep-
ing bags and some of the food. A go-karting 
experience for the kids was also supplied 
by a family. 

“We’re really making use of the resourc-
es we have to hand and the kind offers of 
help from our school community to make 
this happen and keep costs down,” said 
community liaison Nicole France. “We do 
work hard to ensure camp is as affordable as 
possible and always ensure that the cost is 
not a barrier to all of the children attending.” 

She said it was encouraging to see the 
students put up their tents so fast and still 
get excited about camp despite it being on 
school grounds. 

The school is tucked away near Sunny-
nook’s Lyford Reserve and surrounded by 
enough greenery to feel like a camping 
location. 

A treasure hunt around Lyford Reserve 
and an evening bush walk with torches 
through some of its tracks were on the camp 
programme.

School camp pitches up close to home

Happy campers... Above: the assembled year-6 campers at Sunnynook 
Primary. Below: teacher Rebekkah Hagen helps out with a tent peg.  
Bottom: (from left) Reya Vashani, Laela Higgins and Zac Lampard



November 27, 2020 The RangiToTo obseRveR  Page 11 

New stock in store NOW

OPENING 
SPECIALS

INCL.

20% OFF
NZ MADE POOL  

PACKAGES

• POOLS • SPaS • chemicaLS • fiLtratiOn 
• free water teSting • finance avaiLabLe

OPEN 6 DAYS
11 Barry’s Point Road, Takapuna (opp. Countdown)  |  09 476 7592

www.paramountpools.co.nz  |       @paramountpoolsandpoolquipnz 

Rosmini College prefect Anthony 
Pita spent this year paying it back to 
his old primary school, taking kapa 
haka classes at St Leo’s Catholic 
Primary School in Devonport. Last 
week this culminated in his his young 
charges making him “proud” perform-
ing with other local schools at a kapa 
haka festival. 

Seventeen-year-old Anthony, who 
was named Rosmini’s Dux for 2020, 
was not just the top scholar, but also 
a Maori leader at the college and a 
keen football player and team captain. 

Taking kapa haka was a first for 
him: “It was a new learning experi-
ence, especially in terms of teaching 
the girls, what with going to an all-
boys school and also having to learn 
what they could do in cultural terms 
of kapa haka.” He found them good 
students in weekly sessions he ran 
before going to his own classes. 

After leading the St Leo’s group of 
around 30 students at last week’s per-
formance of two waiata and a the fes-
tival held at Hauraki Primary School, 
Anthony headed off to an afternoon 
statistics scholarship examination. 

He would like to continue with kapa 
haka next year, if he can manage it 
with university. 

Anthony won an academic schol-
arship to the University of Auckland, 
where he plans to study English, Law 
and Psychology.

Writing is another thing he enjoys, 
and he used lockdown as a chance 
to finish and publish his first novel, 
The Harder they Try, which he said 
was “about a kid who had cancer and 
was chasing a dream about playing 
pro rugby.” 

“It’s really important to do some-
thing creative as an outlet,” he main-
tains. 

His own kapa haka journey began 
at St Leo’s when he was in Year 6. 
He performed throughout his college 
years, with the exception of the Cov-
id-disrupted 2020. “It’s something I 
really enjoy connecting with my cul-
ture with,” says Anthony, who links to 
Ngati Wai and Ngati Ranginui. 

Another former St Leo’s student, 
Veronique Simmonds, was this year’s 
co-head girl at Rosmini sister school, 
Carmel College.

Rosmini Dux helps next 
generation perform

Model student... Anthony Pita, Rosmini’s 
Dux and prefect. 
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PHONE 021 274 7447  |   sales@weathermasterak.co.nz  |  www.weathermasterak.co.nz
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New Zealand  

Lifestyle Spaces

Wairau Intermediate will start the 2021 
school year with a new principal who comes 
armed with insights into the local community 
from her current role as deputy principal at 
nearby Sunnynook Primary School.

Yolanda East says she is looking forward 
to making the move after 11 years at Sun-
nynook, where she teaches senior classes. 

She is keen to continue working with stu-
dents and parents she knows already and to 
build relationships by working closely with 
Wairau’s other feeder schools.

“It’s an exciting opportunity at a good 
school with so much potential,” says East, 
who is keen to build the roll over time. “One 
of the benefits of being a small school is there 
is room for growth.”

She will officialy take up the new job in 
late January, replacing long-serving principal 
Grant Murray, who is retiring. She is already 
easing into her new responsibilities, with 
budget briefings and attendance at a Board 
of Trustees meeting.

The chair of the trustees, Nicolette 
Hansen, said the board was thrilled to an-
nounce East would be joining Wairau. Her 
work representing Sunnynook on the local 
community of schools group, Pupuke Ka-
hui Ako, which takes in early childhood to 
high school representatives, meant she was 
familiar with the wider educational picture 
and personalities. 

“She’s got energy, vibrancy and passion,” 
said Hansen. 

East was chosen from 24 applicants as 
someone who could build on the strengths 
of the school 

Her strengths in community engagement 
stood out, said Hansen. “It was a major 
selling point for her coming into the school, 
knowing that she knows the community.”

East credited Sunnynook’s principal, 
Virginia Montague, with encouraging her 
into the Pupuke Kahui Ako role, which was 

a step into the world of principalship. It 
will be the English-born teacher’s first time 
working in an intermediate after moving to 
New Zealand in 2008 with her husband, 
Martin, and two now-adult children. 

Roles she has held here include being a 
Year 5 & 6 team leader and as a special-
needs co-ordinator.

Her first focus will be getting to know 
Wairau’s students, staff and the community 
before building a picture of development 
opportunities. 

“It’s not about sudden change, it’s about 
valuing what works and building on that.”

East, who is in her 50s, believes 
opportunities exist to spread the word 
about what Wairau offers. This includes 
“re-marketing” it to families in the wider 
catchment looking to choose between 
sending their children to Wairau or to 
Murrays Bay Intermediate to the north or 
Takapuna Normal Intermediate School to 
the south.

The school has the capacity to take up 
to 400 pupils, with its roll currently sitting 
well under 300.

“We need to be the school of choice for 
our community,” she says.

Intermediate’s new principal graduates from primary

Warm welcome... Wairau Intermediate’s new principal, Yolanda East 
(centre), flanked by two of the schools Board of Trustees members, 
chair Nicolette Hansen (left) and Michelle Webb-Atkinson.
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DAMP LEAKY BASEMENT? 
WANT TO ADD VALUE TO YOUR HOME AND MAXIMISE USE OF SPACE?

RECLAIM, REVIVE AND REFIT YOUR UNUSABLE 
BASEMENT SPACE WITH WATERPROOFING  
SOLUTIONS LTD AND NEWTON SYSTEM 500.

Need extra space? Another bedroom, rumpus 
room, home theatre, second lounge? The new 
post-Covid environment sees homeowners and 
buyers alike looking for extra space, and home 
offices/studios.  A recent article in Stuff, using actual 
REINZ sales data over the past 12 months, showed 
the average cost of moving from a three-bedroom 
house to a four-bedroom property on the North 
Shore of Auckland is $300,000.

Traditional New Zealand (NZ) solutions for leaking 
basement areas involved either excavation and re-
waterproofing (very costly, often impossible and 
just replacing what has already failed) or internal 
coatings that can’t be guaranteed and can’t be 
penetrated, severely limiting options to fit-out and 
decorate the areas. 

Now there is a guaranteed, Codemarked, proven 
system to reclaim your existing basement space 

and develop it without restriction – NEWTON 
SYSTEM 500. It has been tried and tested for over 
30 years in the UK by John Newton & Co, the UK’s 
longest-established waterproofing company.

Newton System 500 is the perfect solution to 
remedial basement waterproofing, fully guaranteed 
for the life of the structure, maintainable, and with 
no limitations on how the remediated space is 
fitted out. Perfect for large commercial spaces and 
domestic basements, where a dry environment is 
required, and peace of mind needed. The photos 
show ‘before and after’ of a completed domestic 

basement in Northcote.
Waterproofing Solutions Ltd is NZ’s first and 

premier installer of this system. We can manage the 
entire process for you, including fit-out and decorating.

Add value and utility to your home by using 
existing space, for far less than buying a new 
property.

Contact us now for a  
free consultation and 

assessment of your property.

dave@waterproofsolutions.co.nz
www.waterproofsolutions.co.nz 
Dave Edwards  021 331971

  With rail now odds-on favourite for a  
second harbour crossing, local talk is turning 
to where a Takapuna station may be sited to 
cater for future growth. 

North Shore councillor and Auckland 
Council Planning Committee chairman Chris 
Darby is looking to the west of the town 
centre, saying this is the area where most of 
Takapuna’s development and intensification 
will occur.

Coincidentally, it is also where coun-
cil-controlled organisation and development 
arm Panuku is trying to sell surplus land 
around its new Gasometer public car-parking 
building off Auburn Avenue.

Darby – who emphasises that decisions 
around a second harbour crossing rest with 
Waka Kotahi the New Zealand Transport Au-
thority (NZTA) – says he has messaged NZTA 
to make sure the agency knows the council 
land is for sale. “I suggested to look at it and 
maybe buy,” he told the Observer, adding he 
considered it best he convey the information 
so NZTA might potentially talk to Panuku.  

“I have to leave it to them, but I say to them, 
‘Have a look at this’.”

NZTA this month released a business case 
done in conjunction with the council and 
Auckland Transport (AT). It recommended 
stage two of its preferred harbour crossing 
improvements be a rail-only tunnel under the 
Waitemata Harbour to Takapuna and on to 

Smales Farm. Stage one, already under way, 
will upgrade the existing Northern Busway. 
Longer-term plans are to link road and rail 
rapid transit networks, possibly taking the 
train up the busway to Albany.

“This is the most definite course I’ve seen 
on the harbour crossing ever,” said Darby of 
the plan.

In discussing the business case last week, 
members of the Devonport-Takapuna Local 
Board said the rail plans were exciting and 
would enhance Takapuna’s status as a met-
ropolitan centre. 

But they raised a number of issues, includ-
ing where any station would emerge and how 
provision for it would be made. 

Acting chair George Wood noted that 
high-voltage Transpower cabling sat under-
neath the Northern Busway. NZTA had not 
commented on how they would circumvent 
that if rail was one day extended up the bus-
way, he said. Such issues were among those 
he hoped to raise with NZTA.  

The board wants to co-ordinate with neigh-
bouring board Kaipatiki to provide common 
feedback after they hold joint discussions with 
NZTA in early December. Both boards cover 
the lower North Shore and areas with feeder 
routes to the Harbour Bridge.

Member Jan O’Connor said it was a pity 
Panuku was attempting to cash in on public 
assets now. “One day there will be another 

10,000 people in Takapuna and they need a 
station near them,” she said. 

“I worry it [rail] won’t go to the Gasometer 
site now – there’s only one place to go to, the 
centre,” said O’Connor.

Council-owned land around the fringes of 
the existing central car-park is being turned 
into a civic square. Blocks around the fringes 
are also currently being offered for sale by 
Panuku, for high-rise development.

Darby said  although a train exit shaft 
need not take up a lot of room, he favoured 
looking inland from Lake Rd. This would 
provide a more direct loop to Smales Farm. 
“The centre of activity of the future is moving 
progressively west.”

Rail might one day extend to Milford or 
Glenfield, he suggested. “There’s a lot of 
permutations in this, but you need to get the 
spine in place.” Although a tunnel might be 
a decade or two away, extensive design work 
was needed first. “I’m seeing an incredible 
amount of skill going into this,” Darby said.

A key decider in where trains surfaced 
would be if heavy grade or light rail was cho-
sen. Light rail could potentially exit nearer the 
harbour and run up existing roadways, where-
as heavy rail would eat up too much land 
and require more tunnelling. Such decisions 
would likely need to dovetail with earlier 
calls being made on extending rapid transit 
elsewhere in the city, including to the airport.

Sites eyed for Takapuna rail station
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Contact your local agent to sell your property locally,  
marketing it in your local paper The Rangitoto Observer

Sell your 
home locally
Between 50 and 70 per cent of  
houses in our area sell to other locals

We deliver to letterboxes and are online so reach all potential buyers

Go to www.rangitoto-observer.co.nz

At long last, there is light at the end of the 
tunnel for the completion of the Takapuna Metro 
Centre upgrade. This project certainly hasn’t 
been easy, due to the imposition of Auckland 
Council’s Covid-19 Emergency Budget. 

I thought an update of the main projects 
would interest the Takapuna community.

As the local board’s representative on the 
Takapuna Beach Business Association, I know 
of the utter despair being experienced by 
Takapuna businesses through the delay in the 
completion of the Hurstmere Rd ZUpgrade. 
The central area of Hurstmere Rd, which links 
the Anzac St car park to Hurstmere Green, is 
due for completion in the next few weeks. The 
contractors will clean away the orange cones and 
make the street presentable. Drop by and take a 
look at the progress being made.

The contractors return in May 2021 to com-
plete the upgrade of the two remaining sections.

The Hurstmere Rd intersections with Lake 
Rd and Anzac St have been completed. I 
hope that you are happy with the improved 
efficiency of the Lake Rd traffic lights at Halls 
Corner. Traffic coming out of The Strand is 
now able to disperse quickly on the left-turn 

traffic-light arrow.
The new Huron St parking building, with 420 

car parks, opens in the first weeks of December. 
Auckland Transport (AT) hasn’t advised of their 
opening deal for this car park but hopefully 
charges will be similar to the Anzac Street 
carpark.

It’s also great to learn that the Killarney St 
car park is now under the control again of AT. 
You can now park there using your AT Park 
App at $1 per hour, with a maximum of $8 for 
each day. These parking charges apply seven 
days per week.

America’s Cup activities are planned on 
the Takapuna beachfront reserve next to the 
Takapuna Boating Club. Council and local 
board staff are working with ATEED, the 
council-controlled promotion agency, to 
ensure that this event is a success. A local 
promoter has been given the rights to hold 
the event in this reserve. I am certain this 
event will be a wonderful spectacle for the 
Takapuna area.
George Wood, CNZM
Deputy Chair, Devonport-
Takapuna Local Board

Letters

End in sight for Takapuna upgrade

Board backs emission-reduction moves 
Auckland Council proposals to, over 

time, make its community facilities more 
environmentally friendly and with lower 
emissions have won Devonport-Takapuna 
Local Board support. 

Buildings and open spaces managed by the 
Community Facilities department made up 
68 per cent of the council’s carbon footprint, 

a report to the board stated.  
“The council is working hard to be a 

leader in this space,” said member Toni van 
Tonder. Acting chair George Wood noted that 
buildings such as Devonport and Birkenhead 
libraries were good examples to the public 
of how design could be adapted for better 
outcomes.

The Government’s move to fast-track plan-
ning consents under the Covid-19 Recovery 
Act are “sweeping”, said Devonport-Takapu-
na Local Board member Ruth Jackson. 

The likes of Kainga Ora could override 
Auckland Council’s Unitary Plan, she said. 
“Some very, very big powers are going over,” 
said member Jan O’Connor. 

The Northern Pathway was mentioned 
as another area where the Act might hold 

sway. Because new legislation may not leave 
enough time for board members to discuss 
issues at scheduled meetings, authority was 
delegated to members Toni van Tonder and 
Trish Deans. 

They will  provide local-board views on 
resource consents to council staff. For O’Con-
nor and Deans to provide any local input, the 
council’s Planning Committee might require a 
working party on the Urban Development Act.

‘Big powers’ going to central government
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Diwali brings a taste of Bollywood to Takapuna

Getting into the groove.... Ash Deepa demonstrates how to dance Bollywood-style 

Diwali celebrations have been going off 
with the bang of fireworks in the last few 
weeks, culminating with a free outdoor 
event in Takapuna earlier this month. 

Bollywood dance music filled Hurstmere 
Rd as Glenfield-based Aaja Nachle School 
of Bollywood dancer Ash Deepa wowed 

onlookers with her upbeat dance moves. 
“It is fantastic to have a cultural festival 

celebrating Diwali in Takapuna. This is 
a really great event for the community,” 
said Takapuna Business Association Chief 
Executive Terence Harpur. 

Diwali is one of the most important cel-

ebrations in India. 
The week-long “Festival of Lights” is 

also celebrated by millions around the 
world. 

The Takapuna event was held in con-
junction with a series of celebrations across 
Auckland.

Getting into the groove.... Ash Deepa demonstrates how to dance Bollywood-style 
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We guarantee 
our Workmanship

Backed by over 35 years’ experience 
of quality preparation and painting

ph ross kingdom 
021 723 413

registered 
professional painters Phone COLIN on 480 5864

RECOVER YOUR
LOUNGE SUITE

Call us for a free quotation and put the life
back into that favourite chair or lounge suite

AWARD FURNITURE

North Shore based renovations, 
new builds, design & project  

management since 1985.

Trustworthy licensed builders specialising  
in residential alterations/extensions, 

kitchens, bathrooms, tiling, re-cladding.

Contact Alex Carey on  
0274 660 666, or visit our website 

www.efd.kiwi

FENCE
BROTHERS

www.fencebros.co.nz

• FENCES
• PERGOLAS
•  DECKS

•  REtAiNiNG 
WALLS

•  PROPERtY MAiNtENANCE

CONtACt GREG 
FOR A FREE QUOtE

0800 336 232

“YOUR LOCAL ROOFER”

0800 7663 92
• RE-ROOFS
• NEW ROOFS
• LEAKS
• SPOUTING
www.relayroofing.co.nz

RENE GARDENING

SMALL & MEDIUM TREES
HEDGES & SHRUBS
PRUNING – TRIMMING
GARDEN TIDY UPS 
& MAINTENANCE

We look after your  
garden with care  
and passion. 

facebook.com/ReneGardening

         @renegardening

info@renegardening.co.nz
Rene: 021 134 5604

Refresh your furniture 
with NZ Chalk Paint.

Find out more at 
newtonspaints.co.nz

Located in Castor Bay Ak.
For expert advice 

Phone Ali 09 410 4289

CLASSIFIEDS
ACCOMMODATION

House to rent: 3 bed, 2 bath townhouse, Westwell Rd 
Belmont.  Short or long term $700 per week. Available 
from 30 November. Contact Steve 021507093

SERVICES
Custommade Lampshades .  New or  Re-
vamped. Also kits & classes offered. Visit  
www.oscuro.co.nz or contact Claire 021 0249 7428 
or oscurolampshades@gmail.com
Section Services. Trees: pruned, removed.  Hedges: 
trimmed, reduced.  Section tidy-ups.  Insured, qualified 
& local.  Ph Dom 027 222 1223.

TUITION
Art for adults - Mastering Art Friday morning 
classes @ Devonport Community house  and online 
tutoring  www.lucybucknall.com tel- 021 144 2791.
Guitar Tuition - face-to-face and online acoustic 
guitar lessons with friendly and experienced folk 
musician/singer-songwriter based in Devonport. 
Dave Walker: www.facebook.com/guitartui6  Tel:  
021 02 779 955.
Maths Coaching Offered. Year 7 to year 13 wel-
comed. 100% student pass rate in 2019 ph Peter BE, 
Dip Tchg on 09 445 1899 or 021 0817 5037.

WANTED
Aged live-in care givers wanted.   Takapuna. Looking 
for private care givers to support elderly couple stay 
in their own home.  You will be required to live in 
the house, with food and board supplied. The DHB 
provides morning and evening basic care however 
the couple now need extra support during the day and 
night to provide the family peace of mind.  Rates to be 
discussed.  Phone Michael on 021 748 021.

Tony Gasperini
Qualified Local Arborist

Tree & Tall Hedge Specialist

027 770-0099
Devonport, Auckland
tony.gasperini@gmail.com

0800 800 286
Professional | Friendly | Helpful

Lawn & Garden 
ServiceS

Free & FaST Quotes
residential & commercial

30 Years industry experience
· Lawn MowinG · GardeninG 

· PruninG · HedGeS · TriMMinG  
· weedinG · SecTion TidieS
www.crewcut.co.nz

Your local handyman in Devonport

021 1968 908 
vikinghandyman@yahoo.com
www.vikinghandyman.co.nz

Handyman
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Live & Work on the Shore

FOR CANDIDATES
•  Connect to employers 

•  Search positions vacant 

•  Sign up for our JOBMAIL

•  Apply directly to hiring managers

FOR EMPLOYERS
•  Advertise online and in print 

•  Jobs appear instantly online

•  Promoted to FB Jobs, Google 
Jobs and other platforms

•  Includes targeted scout mails  

•  Includes display advertising  
in Devonport Flagstaff and/or  
Rangitoto Observer

•  Managed search also available

Job ad packages from $100+gst
Managed search from $380+gst

Tel: 09 445 0060
sales@devonportflagstaff.co.nz

Local groups have benefited from Sport 
New Zealand’s Community Resilience 
Fund set up in the wake of Covid-19. 

Big beneficiaries included Milford 
Cruising Club, Takapuna Boating Club, 
Pupuke Golf Club and Forrest Hill Milford 
United AFC, with grants of or near 
$25,000.

Smaller groups received amounts of 
just over $1000 and up.

In all, $15 million of government money 
has been distributed nationwide through 
Regional Sports Trusts which decided the 
final amounts. This helped more than 2000 
organisations bridge fixed and operational 
costs from 1 July to 30 September this 

year.  Applications closed in September. 
Groups funded included: 1st Devonport 

Scout Group, $1180; Belmont Park 
Bowling Club, $2765; Belmont Park 
Racquets Club, $15,267; Belmont Scout 
Group, $5000; Calliope Sea Scouts 
$3000; Campbells Bay Tennis Club, 
$11,894; Devonport Squash Club $6174; 
Forrest Hill Milford United AFC, $24,017; 
Lake Pupuke Tennis Club, $5000; North 
Shore Cricket Club, $1000; North Shore 
Rugby Football Club, $16,020; North 
Shore United AFC, $25,000; Milford 
Bowling Club, $2863; Milford Cruising 
Club, $25,000; Milford Tennis Club 
$5000; Pupuke Golf Club, $25,000; 

Stanley Bay Bowls and Petanque Club, 
$4786; Sunnynook Scout Group, $1631; 
Takapuna AFC, $13,650; Takapuna 
Amateur Athletic & Harrier Club, $3219; 
Takapuna Boating Club, $21,680; 
Takapuna Bowling Club, $4903; Takapuna 
Grammar School Rowing Club, $25,000; 
Takapuna Rugby Football Club, $1368; 
Takapuna Scout Hall, $3191; Takapuna 
Tennis Club, $5142; Wakatere Boating 
Club, $12,501.   

Regional organisations also benefited, 
including Harbour Basketball, Netball 
North Harbour, North Harbour Gymnastics 
and North Harbour Hockey, each to the 
tune of $25,000. 

Helping hand for Covid-hit sport and recreation groups

Summer Kiwi Tag at Sunnynook Park is 
proving popular, with 31 teams signed up, 
and more looking to join the competition in 
the New Year. Participants range from teams 
of five-year-olds up to adults.

Organiser Simon Watson said schools had 
been a little slower to join this season than 
usual, after such a disrupted year, but it was 
hoped they would be back in bigger numbers 
after the Christmas break and until the season 
ends in March. Wairau Intermediate and Car-
mel College won $500 prizes for being early 
to join up, with Carmel saying it intended to 
spend the money on sports gear.

“The main focus for us is on participation,” 
said Watson. 

Kiwi Tag, originally designed as a feeder 
sport into rugby league, is one of two official 
tag organisations in New Zealand. Both play 
by the same rules. Teams can be mixed.

Watson, who is president of the Glenfield 
Greyhounds Rugby League Club, based at 
Sunnynook Park, said with winter sport now 
wound up, the facilities were still in good use, 
both for sport and social functions.

On Monday evenings, seven-a-side-soccer 
is played at the park, with Tuesday for senior 
touch and Wednesday and Thursday local 
touch. Kiwi Tag is on Friday evenings.  

The Covid-19 disrupted year had been chal-
lenging, he said. League prize-giving under 
Level 2 conditions had seen junior teams file 

through the clubrooms one at a time.
The Greyhounds had been boosted by 

the recent news that former player Christian 
Ma’anaima had had his contract with the 
Newcastle Knights extended. He played at 
Glenfield for nearly a decade from a young 
age and the forward was talent-spotted play-
ing under-17s, prompting a family move to 
Australia to join the Knights development 
system. The Knights say he has premier team 
potential and have signed him for another 
three years.

“He wears his [old] jersey to club days,” 
says Watson and gets ribbed by the Australi-
ans who don’t recognise it and want to know 
where it comes from.

Tag playing catch-up at Sunnynook Park
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A standardised road-edge spray policy across 
Auckland has been rejected by councillors in 
favour of council allowing its local boards to 
pick their own methods of weed control. 

The catch is that spray budgets will now be 
standardised. This means those boards, includ-
ing Devonport-Takapuna, that have historically 
spent more to use hot water rather than chemi-
cals, face tough choices.

“It sounds like we will get a reduction in 
funding,” said local-board member Trish Deans, 
who attended the council’s Environment and 
Climate Change Committee, where the matter 
was decided this month.

Officials had pushed for all boards to use 
the same sprays, a cost-saving policy which, 
if adopted,would have halved the total use of 
the controversial spray glyphosate, but seen 
much more of it applied in central and North 
Shore areas. 

Deans told the Flagstaff many councillors 
believed Devonport-Takapuna had the gold  
standard of weed management, but that the 
northern boards were being subsidised. 

 At the meeting, Mayor Phil Goff said ex-
tending North Shore methods citywide would 
require $10 million to $11 million, which was 
simply not available. Councillors also consid-

Spray and walk away – boards left to battle with budgets

“Carefully loving  
your little angel as  

they learn and grow”

0-6
years

open: 7am
close: 6.00pm Takapuna

EUROPEAN CAR SERVICES
SPECIALISTS IN THE SERVICE AND REPAIR OF

BMW, AUDI, MERCEDES AND VOLKSWAGEN

197 ARCHERS ROAD, GLENFIELD, NORTH SHORE
PHONE 09 444 3965  |  EMAIL WORKSHOP@BURGERSMOTORWORKS.CO.NZ

Open 
fOr Lunch, Wine  

TasTings, & evenTs
everY DaY frOM 11.30 aM

WWW.sTOnYriDge.cOM 
09 372 8822

“ ONE OF THE TOP 10 MUST 
VISIT WINERIES IN THE WORLD” 
THE GUARDIAN

ered that legacy funding was not equitable 10 
years after local-body amalgamation. 

Local boards had been canvassed on their 
views. Those in the south and west, where 
glyphosate was widely used, had supported 
the standardised spray policy. Others, including 
Devonport-Takapuna, were opposed, saying it 
removed long-established local choice. 

Committee chair and North Shore councillor 
Richard Hills, who personally opposes glypho-
sate use, brokered a pragmatic approach. 

This sees each board being funded on the 
same per-kilometre basis for the roads they have 
to spray, meeting the council’s commitments 
to equity. 

Hill’s recommendations made provision 
for locally selected spray methods to be used, 
provided that required additional funding be 
met from within each board’s own budgets. 

The Community Facilities department 
was also asked to continue to investigate and 
prioritise weed-management options that 
include non-agrichemical methodologies, the 
use of zero-or low-emission vehicles, and of 
non-potable water. 

Committee deputy chair Pippa Coom, who 
seconded the motion, said it gave clear direction 
on outcome rather than being one-size-fits-all.

Earlier in the meeting, council officials came 
in for a grilling from councillors on not being 
able to provide requested information, including 
what the budget for weed management was, 
and around consultation with mana whenua. 

Albany ward councillor Wayne Walker 
used the Official Information Act to obtain 
contractor spray costs that were considerably 
below those quoted by council staff to justify 
their recommendations.

“We now face the decision of whether we 
continue with the gold standard or not,” Trish 
Deans told other Devonport-Takapuna Local 
Board members. 

Boards have until March 2022 to agree with 
the council on how weeds in their area will be 
treated. 

Teaming up with other boards which prefer 
thermal methods to using glyphosate is an option 
to try to keep costs down and continue a North 
Shore method first adopted by the then Devon-

port Borough Council in 1986. Discussions with 
neighbouring board, Kaipatiki, seem likely in 
the months ahead.

Deans said she wanted the council to become 
more rigorous around communicating and no-
tifying the public when chemical sprays were 
used and ensuring this was not done immedi-
ately before and after school hours. 

 “It allows individuals to make decisions 
about opening and shutting windows and keep-
ing children off fields.”

Northern networking next step
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When it comes to making 
sure your teenager is in 
the best possible learning 
environment, inspiring 
teachers and motivated peers 
make all the difference.

Kristin Senior School provides:
• High quality staff in teaching, leadership, wellbeing, digital 

learning and other support roles
• Small class sizes (13 students on average) and state-of-the-

art equipment and facilities
• The choice to study NCEA or the IB Diploma Programme with 

a vast range of subject options and co-curricular opportunities
• A strong focus on student wellbeing, and a positive culture of 

success and aspiration, and so much more! 

Kristin is located at 360 Albany Highway, Albany with dedicated buses across Auckland.

Take a tour and see for yourself! Limited places still available for 2021.  
Visit kristin.school.nz or call our Admissions Manager on 09 415 9566 ext 2324.

Small class sizes. 
Huge opportunities!
MAKE THEIR SENIOR SCHOOL YEARS COUNT.

SS Campaign [Business Studies] 170x240 [Devonport Flagstaff].indd   1 18/11/20   3:12 PM
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Job ad Monday 

Forrest Hill School has received a new water 
tank for its school garden. 

The donated tank is a boost for the school’s 
garden after it was ransacked by thieves in 
September. 

The garden was vandalised by two mid-
dle-aged women. They were recorded on 

the school’s CCTV footage at 2am,  stealing 
vegetables and uprooting plants. 

Since then, parents of children at the school 
have provided new seedlings to restore the gar-
den and save the Garden to Table programme 
in which students cook and create recipes from 
what they grow in the garden. 

Tanksalot in Silverdale donated the water 
tank. “We will connect it up to the seedling 
shed roof as soon as possible as a sustainable 
approach to watering our garden over the 
summer break – and doing our part in the cur-
rent water shortage,” said Forrest Hill deputy 
principal Angela White. 

Dirty water...  
a plume of runoff from the 
Wairau Estuary stream shows as 
muddy discharge off Castor Bay 
after recent heavy rain

Sunnynook Park withstood a recent stern 
test of its dry pond drainage system, with 
the lowered main playing field awash with 
water after a recent downpour, but draining 
in less than an hour.

“It did what it was designed to do,” 
said community member Simon Watson. 
“It stopped all that water getting into the 
Wairau Stream system and stopped flood-
ing into factories down the way.”

In the past, the park area has been 
plagued with flooding spilling out towards 
the Sunnynook Community Centre and 
overwhelming the stream. When the park 
and its drainage was redesigned, Auckland 
Council lowered the level of the No. 1 field 
with the idea that this would allow water 
to pool and then drain more efficiently and 
slowly than if water ran its former course.

Watson, who also chairs the Glenfield 
Greyhounds Rugby League Club which 
borders the field, said it was good news to 
see the system working during the down-
pour on 9 November. A culvert by the park 
edge could not handle the deluge, but water 
was able to flow out to the park, he said, 
reaching half-way up the lower step of 
its concrete seating. It took 45 minutes to 
mostly clear, he said. “In the past the com-
munity centre would have got swamped 
and the concrete pad of the league club.”

Although debris needed to be cleared 
from the field, the surrounding areas were 

Park floods, but water drains to order

not swamped. Watson said the clubrooms 
would have been flooded previously.

While scheduled soccer was not played 
later that day, the field itself would have 
been up to it, Watson maintained. Howev-

er, debris remained after the water drained. 
Council staff turned up the next day to 
remove logs and even a few stranded fish 
and to mow the lawns, he said. “It was 
good to see.”

Water-quality issues are in focus at the 
seaside this Sunday 29 November, thanks to 
the Wairau Estuary Environment Protection 
Society (WEEPS). 

The society’s event at Milford Reserve, 
dubbed the Big Day Out, will include envi-
ronmental groups and council organisations 
outlining projects, such as Wairau Estuary 
restoration efforts, and offer expert tips on 
stormwater and wastewater systems.

Live music from local musicians, includ-
ing Taisha Tari, will be performed. Fun and 
games for the little ones will keep everyone 
entertained from 11am to 3pm, with a 
sausage sizzle and food and coffee trucks 
providing food and refreshments.

Plans for the Milford Estuary boardwalk 
will be on display as will historic photo-

Big Day Out this Sunday for a healthy Wairau Estuary

Awash... Sunnynook Park during the downpour on 9 November

graphs of the area, at stands hosted by the 
local business and residents associations.

The event was delayed several times this 
year due to Covid-19 alert levels. It is part of 
WEEPS’ efforts to keep a focus on the need 
for work on the estuary and its catchment, to 
ensure water flowing through waterways and 
to the beaches is not contaminated.

North Shore MP Simon Watts will attend, 
speaking at noon about the importance of 
protecting waterways and improving infra-
structure. He will multi-task as the event’s 
first-aid officer.   

Groups to learn from include: North 
Takapuna Environment Network, Pupuke 
Bird Song Project, Forest & Bird, LegaSea/
Rescue Fish and freshwater community con-
servation programme Whitebait Connection.

Tank you very much for your kind donation
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Thirteen women from diverse backgrounds 
will tackle the still-controversial play The Va-
gina Monologues in a local production, among 
them local actors who say preparing for it has 
been challenging but fulfilling. 

Director Meg Andrews said the play, penned 
in the 1990s by American Eve Ensler, had been 
on her bucket list. “I wanted to direct this play 
to educate and inspire, empower and entertain,” 
she said. “There is so much fear about talking 
about vulvas and vaginas.” 

Working with the cast had led her to discover 
that it took a lot to make her feel uncomfortable. 

The play by the  Foolish Wit Theatre group 
is being staged at the Pumphouse Theatre 
early next month. It was initially planned as 
being safe to rehearse and perform in times 
of social distancing, but producer James Bell 
said post-lockdown it was able to morph into a 
full-ensemble professional production. 

The whole cast is onstage throughout the 
show, supporting each other and nodding to 
how each monologue reflects a universal ex-
perience. Issues of  reproduction, vaginal care, 
sexual experiences, body image, menstruation, 
and everything in-between are explored, based 
on interviews the author conducted.

Forrest Hill actor Jade Du Preez said the 
script and subject matter were intimidating to 
start with. “I was going to skip the audition, 

but one of my fellow performers posed it as a 
challenge. I can’t back down from a challenge. 
It also looked like it was going to be fun work-
ing with an all-female cast,” she said. The play 
had made her reflect on the need to get over 
worrying about saying something inappropri-
ate and to think about who decided what was 
appropriate in the first place and whether those 
decisions served women and girls.

Ciara Moynihan, a university graduate who 
recently moved from Belmont to Mairangi Bay, 
said the play reflected life, which was what art 
should do. “It’s the untold stories of millions of 
women from around the world being brought 
to life on stage.” 

The play still offered audiences a refreshing 
perspective. For her, being in a wahine-only 
show with a cast of mixed ages and cultures 
was a bonus.  “I think everyone will get a lot 
out of it,” she said.

Another cast member, Tracey Bohua Cui, 
from Takapuna, said she was willing to try any 
performance opportunity and reading the script  
was a “wow” moment thinking how the show 
would come to life on stage.

“To understand women, start with under-
standing their “vagina,” that is the The Vagina 
Monologues. 

Having rehearsed the play, she now felt very 
comfortable with it. “I hope our performance 

will go smoothly and it can be carried out as 
scheduled (No more lockdown please)!

• The Vagina Monologues, from 2 to 6 De-
cember at The PumpHouse Theatre,  Takapuna. 
Tickets, from $24, from pumphouse.co.nz or 
ph (09) 4898360.

Diverse voices... The cast of The Vagina Monologues (clockwise, from top left): Tracey Bohua Cui,   
Shannon Quinn, Monique Rabie,  Jenn Onyeiwu, Jade Du Preez, Francesca Browne, Ciara Moynihan,  
Lauren Middleton, Gemishka Chetty, Emma Hilton, Rhiannon Hadlow, Ayesha Heble and Sofie Gabriel

Taboo topics given an airing at the PumpHouse
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PH: 489 8360
PUMPHOUSE.cO.nz

W
ha

t’s
 O

n Vagina Monologues
2–6 December 
Actors take the stage to tell 
real-life vulva related stories of 
people from all over the world.

charles Dickens’  
A christmas carol
18–20 December 
A staged reading in the  
spooky atmosphere of  
the Coal Bunker Studio.

Runaway Reindeer
11–23 December 
Riley the Reindeer takes  
Santa’s Sleigh for a WOF  
and goes on a joyride instead.

New sculpture honours leading arts figure  
The Lake House Arts Centre celebrated its 

20th anniversary last week with an unveiling 
of a new permanent sculpture. 

The sculpture Her Hands Around Our 
Community by New Zealand artist Bill Hayes 
celebrates Genevieve Becroft, who led the 
rescue and restoration of the Lake House 20 
years ago. 

“I thought the sculpture was quite fitting as 
it reflects how Genevieve has been helping to 
shape and form a close community over the 
years,” said Hayes.

Hayes has been running his ceramics work-
shop at the centre for more than a decade,  
exhibiting some of his work at the Art by the 
Sea gallery in Devonport. 

The new bronze sculpture has Becroft’s 
hands wrapped around a ceramic bowl. 

The sculpture was commissioned six months 
ago by the Lake House Trust, with contribu-
tions made by Lake House Arts life members. It 
will be displayed at the centre’s front entrance.  

Around 50 people attended the event to 
honour past managers and supporters of the 
arts centre. 

On display in the Becroft gallery were a 
series of interviews with founding members. 

A long-time resident of Takapuna, Becroft 
has been a patron of the arts, and helped save 
some of the North Shore’s heritage buildings.

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board Member 
Trish Deans said, “It is amazing that 20 years 
ago people had the foresight to keep this build-
ing for the arts and the community.” 

Members shared fond memories of the 
restoration of the Lake House 

Becroft recalled having to sand down the 
doors. 

In 1996, Lake House was moved to Barrys 
Point Reserve, which was operated as a landfill 
by Takapuna City Council from 1940 to 1970. 
The house was cut into seven pieces and stood  
on pallets for a year while a special platform 

and base was built to  meet landfill gas-miti-
gation requirements. 

It was reassembled on its new site in 1997 
and restoration began. It was opened to the 
public by then-North Shore City councillor 
Becroft in 2000. 

Becroft was also one of the key people 
involved in the rescue, renovation and resto-
ration of the PumpHouse. 

She continues to support many local char-
ities with her time and through the Becroft 
Foundation.  

Ongoing legacy… Genevieve Becroft flanked by her daughters 
Tabitha (left) and Gabrielle

48 Victoria Road | (09) 446 0100 | www.thevic.co.nz

NOW SHOWING 
The Comeback Trail (M) 104min NEW 
David Byrne’s American Utopia (E) 106min NEW
Happiest Season (M) 102min  NEW
Let Him Go (M) 114min NEW
Onward (G) 102min NEW
SIX60: Till The Lights Go Out (M) 92min NEW
Charlatan (R13) 118min  NEW
Made In Italy (M) 94min  NEW
The Secrets We Keep (R16) 98min  NEW
Open Mic Night at The Vic  26 NOV

COMING SOON 
Misbehaviour (M) 106min 3 DEC
Oliver Sacks: His Own Life (M) 114min 3 DEC
The Bee Gees: How You Can Mend A Broken Heart (E) 107min  3 DEC
The Witches (M) 105min ADVANCE SCREENINGS  4-6 DEC
Words On Bathroom Walls (M) 110min ADVANCE SCREENING  9 DEC

SPECIALS
CHEAP TUESDAY 
$10 Adult / $8 Child
*EXCEPT PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

VENUE HIRE
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premium.co.nz |  F ine Homes |  F ine Apartments |  F ine Li festyles

Superbly located just moments away from the sparkling waters of beautiful Takapuna Beach and set amongst some of north shores 
finest homes, this substantial and elegant residence is one of a kind. Beautifully proportioned living and dining areas open effortlessly 
to a fabulous park like lawn and garden area. Gorgeous views to Tiri Island, the Hauraki Gulf and Takapuna beach are front and centre 
stage. Five generous bedrooms, two bathrooms and plenty of off street parking. Just a short stroll from shops, cafes and restaurants 
and all that Takapuna has to offer. Excellent school zones and close proximity to motorway access for CBD.

TAKAPUNA | 41 CLIFTON ROAD 
Stunning Clifftop Estate

PREMIUM.CO.NZ/80044 
VIEW | SUN 11 - 11.30 AM OR BY APPOINTMENT 
EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST | TUESDAY 15 DECEMBER 2020 AT 4 PM UNLESS SOLD PRIOR BY PRIVATE TREATY

RICHARD MILNE 021 770 611 
RichardMilne@premium.co.nz 
TAKAPUNA 916 6000 
PREMIUM REAL ESTATE LTD LICENSED REA 2008

ROBERT MILNE 022 011 2494 
RobertMilne@premium.co.nz 
TAKAPUNA 916 6000 
PREMIUM REAL ESTATE LTD LICENSED REA 2008


