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Sale of old library could safeguard coastal walkway
A bid to buy a property to secure public ac-

cess to the Takapuna-to-Milford beach walk 
where it crosses private land at Black Rock is 
being advanced by the Devonport-Takapuna 
Local Board. 

Board members agree that buying 9 Kitch-

ener Rd would safeguard the popular walkway 
for future generations, but are split on how any 
purchase should be funded. 

Board chairman Aidan Bennett said the 
“window of opportunity” to buy the land and 
cottage should be acted upon to create a public 

reserve and potentially a writers’ or artists’ 
retreat. “It’s a little gem and would make a 
fantastic park for this community.” 

Money from the intended sale of the former 
library building at No 2 The Strand, Takapuna, 
could fund the pur-

He’s back – with bells on!

Father Christmas and Mrs Claus with Isla (7) and Lucy (4) McQueen at Christmas by the Lake at 
Lake Pupuke. More pictures, page 10.

Dedicated to exceptional service.
…consistently professional, attentive, trustworthy and friendly…“ “ 
021 194 4095 
g.haworth@barfoot.co.nz

Grant Haworth
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The former Takapuna Library building at 2 The 
Strand has been vacant since an earthquake 
notice was issued in March 2018. The 1956 
heritage-listed public building has now been 
unoccupied for 946 days. At some point, its future 
will be determined by Auckland Council.

2 The Strand: 
empty for 
946 days
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Oarsome costumes make waves at Beach Series finale 

In the pink… Jason Herriman was among entrants who got into the spirit of a retro-themed final night 
of the Beach Series summer races at Takapuna Beach last Tuesday. More pictures p12-14 

Preserving coastal track no walk in the park

To page 3 

The future of a hugely popular coastal 
track between Takapuna and Milford is set to 
be secured as Auckland Council negotiates 
with a property owner over purchasing his 
historic bach.

People have been walking through Paul 
Firth’s garden since 2011, when a wooden 
bridge was washed away in a storm.

At that time, the council found it had never 
been an official bridge and rebuilding would 

require a coastal consent, which required ap-
proval from all affected landowners.

Firth, now 74, withheld his consent because 
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Fears locals short-changed   
by new town square... p7

New Takapuna-Milford paper 
hits the streets... p2

‘Sacred’ pohutukawa trees  
turn into a menace... p4

17 Fraser Avenue, Northcote
Ph: 09 418 3118 | Manager: Jo Lochery

amc.manager@annemaree.co.nz
www.annemareeresthome.co.nz

Become part of the Anne Maree Court
family – with rooms now available

COVID SAFE CARE

Anne Maree Court
Rest Home & Hospital

On the route... Paul Firth in front of the cottage purchased in the 
1940s by his father, portrait photographer Clifton Firth

Season’s Greetings to all our 
readers and advertisers from 
the staff and publishers of the 

Rangitoto Observer! We appreciate 
your interest and support.  

Our office reopens on  
12 January 2021. Look out for  

your next Observer on 22 January.

chase, he said. “This is an example of us using 
assets to create future assets for the community.”

Three councillors who oppose the sale of 
the old library building – declared surplus by 
Auckland Council this year and set to be dis-
posed of by council development arm Panuku 
– want other ways of funding the beach property 
purchase explored.

Bennett said the council did not have surplus 
money for purchases, but given the unoccupied 
property at No 2 The Strand was an endowed 
building, proceeds from its sale would be avail-
able to spend in the local-board area.

Member Toni van Tonder said the dilapidated 
library was just sitting there and was set to be 
sold. “This is our opportunity to do something.” 

Since a wooden bridge boardwalk over rocks 
was washed out beyond repair in 2011, the 
seafront property at 9 Kitchener Rd has been 
crossed by up to 1000 people a day, thanks to the 
good graces of its occupant Paul Firth, whose 
family has owned the land since the 1940s.  

Another private owner might not allow this, 
jeopardising future access to that section of 
the track which is now part of Te Araroa, the 
country-long walkway.

The board was told that Firth wanted to strike 
an agreement to sell and have the land made 
available for the enjoyment of future genera-

tions. His sister Ann, who died several years 
ago, had a co-share of the property and her 
wishes were said to be that it be held in trust for 
the people of Auckland, with the intention that 
the cottage be used as a writers’ centre. A new 
pathway down to the coastal track from near 
where Hurstmere Rd curves into Kitchener Rd 
could be created. This would allow easy access 
to Thorne Bay to the south or along to Milford.  

Board deputy chair George Wood said Firth, 
now in his mid-70s, was keen to see the matter 
settled. “He is being very generous in his dis-
cussions.” Wood seconded a notice of motion 
by Bennett that urged council staff begin talks 
with the Firth family lawyers to explore sales 
options. Wood said: “One of the reasons I joined 
this board was to secure access across this 
property for the future.” Bennett commended 
his efforts. 

Jan O’Connor, Ruth Jackson and Trish 
Deans, who oppose the sale of No. 2 The Strand, 
cautioned against presuming the wishes of the 
estate of Ann Firth. They advised also against 

discussing property matters in a public meeting. 
Jackson said it was never good for  funds to 
buy a property being dependent on the sale of 
another. “It creates a property purchase chain 
where you don’t need one.”

No development needed to take place until 
funds allowed, said Bennett. He called for a 
confidential briefing from Panuku to update 
the board on sales matters. 

“As a local board we need to embrace these 
opportunities and prepare for the future, not just 
hold on to fixed ideas and old assets,” he said. 

No. 2 The Strand, along with other proper-
ties and reserves the council is keen to look 
at selling, is currently subject to High Court 
proceedings by a community group, Save Our 
Shore Public Spaces, seeking to halt the sales. 
The council has filed a defence, agreeing to 
consult over it.  

Decisions rest with its Finance Committee, 
although local board preferences over asset 
“optimisation” in Takapuna will be discussed 
further in February. 

Coastal property owner keen to settle From page 1
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Sunnynook mural depicts acclaimed botanist
A new mural is taking shape at Sunnynook’s 

Community Centre, with local street artist  
Jesse Jensen using it to depict a celebrated New 
Zealand botanist whose name features in the 
neighbourhood. 

The mural is inspired by Cockayne Cres, 
which some residents over the years have ap-
parently wanted renamed because  it sounds 
like ‘cocaine’. 

The street was named after the botanist Leon-
ard Cockayne, and the mural depicts Cockayne 
studying plant life on the Auckland Islands. 

Sunnynook has some 17 streets named after 
plants, including sycamore, laurina, juniper, 
aralia and kama, something which is thought 
to tie in with the use of the botanist’s name in 
the area. 

The mural project has been spearheaded by 
resident Melissa Powell, on behalf of the Sun-
nynook Community Association.

Jensen, who paints under the name Ares Ar-
tifex, said he was grateful for the  opportunity 
to tell the Cockayne story.

The mural also includes an image of the 
government steamer Hinemoa that Cockayne 
travelled on to get to different New Zealand 
islands.  

On the reverse side, Jensen is painting a map 
of Sunnynook. The work is expected to be 
completed by the end of the year.

Portrait of the botanist...  
Jessie Jensen with his mural at the 
Sunnynook Community Centre

Plans to chop down pohutukawa trees along 
the frontage of Campbell’s Bay School have 
upset local residents. 

The Ministry of Education intends to chop 
down seven of the large trees early next year 
to make room for the building of a new class-

room block to accommodate a growing roll. 
 When word of the removal came to light 

after a board of trustees update on the building, 
a Save Campbells Bay School Trees Facebook 
group was soon set up. A petition attracted 
nearly 1000 signatures in just one day. 

The school on Aberdeen Rd,     which has the 
pohutukawa as an emblem on its uniforms,   
referred all questions to the ministry. 

The ministry’s head of Education Infrastruc-
ture, Kim Shannon, said five pohutukawa on 

the front boundary and two others needed to 
be removed to accommodate 14 new class-
rooms. “We understand this is upsetting for 
the community,” she said.

Once the classrooms were in place, 12 
semi-mature native trees would be planted 
around the new building. 

Shannon said the ministry would meet 
with the school and members of the protest 
group this week. (The meeting fell after the 
Observer’s deadline).

New Zealand’s favourite Christmas tree in firing line

“Carefully loving  
your little angel as  

they learn and grow”

0-6
years

open: 7am
close: 6.00pm Takapuna
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Belmont 
Music Centre

Orchestra/band  
plus instrument tuition. 
Instrument hireage available

ENROL NOW FOR 2021!

ONLY $150 
FOR THE YEAR

Age 6 yrs to Year 8 children

info@belmontmusic.org.nz

www.belmontmusic.org.nz

POSITION VACANT
CLUB MANAGER

Based at Allen Hill Clubroom in Devon-
port this is a 25 hour per week contracted 
position (averaged over 12 months) with 
some flexibility around the days these 
hours are worked
You will need to operate as an independ-
ent contractor and be responsible for your 
own taxes and other costs
Reporting to the Club President, you will 
be responsible for the smooth running of 
the club’s administration, financial man-
agement and general operations and 
have a high level of computer literacy, a 
working knowledge of Microsoft Office 
and Xero and good technical book-keep-
ing skills
We expect that you will have strong in-
terpersonal skills and the ability to work 
independently, be self-motivating and 
exhibit good written and verbal English 
language skills. Some knowledge and / or 
interest in football would be an advantage 
but is not mandatory.
Are you the right one to join the NSU 

team? If you think you are, please 
email president@nsu.org.nz  

for a full job description.

HEAD CHEF 
Waitemata Golf Club

We want to engage an experienced chef 
to lead the catering operations within a 
thriving golf club. Waitemata won New 
Zealand Club of the Year in 2019 and is 
looking forward to adding a new Bar and 
Eatery to the facility. 
The suitable applicant will have experi-
ence managing busy, high output kitchens 
including functions, large bookings, set 
menu, banquet and canapes, as well as 
day to day menu preparation.
If you have a passion about delivering 
good, well presented and tasty food there 
is an avenue to create a unique bar and 
eatery experience.
Experience is required as there are areas 
of responsibility that include general up-
keep of kitchen and equipment, rosters, 
food costs, menu preparation, and sys-
tems implementation.
The ability to be approachable and able to 
work as a part of a team with other depart-
ments and venues is crucial.
Maintain and update current food control 
plan.
We do ask for current legal rights to work 
in New Zealand.

Please send your resume via  
www.shorejobs.co.nz or by email to 

gm@waitematagolf.co.nz

Roll up, roll up for Christmas by the beach  
The Takapuna Christmas Carnival last Saturday set summer swinging, with family fun, 

a visit from Santa and music and markets running into the evening.

Ho, ho, ho... Ollie Caruth (4) 
enjoys his moment with  
Father Christmas at the 
Takapuna Christmas Carnival 
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Discover a great range of 
gifts to suit all ages, 

interests and budgets.

64 King Edward Parade, Devonport

Open 7 days : 10am - 5pm

Christmas Shopping 
@ Navy Museum Store 

Festive fun... (clockwise from top left): Auckton (5) 
and Alta (3) Sudsang from Hauraki; some of the crowd 
enjoying the entertainment; Nathan (5) and Andrew (4) 
Tang on a ride; and Mia (11), Adelaide (5) and  
Queenie Penhall at the Photobooth stall.
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AutopAl Vehicle 
SerVicing

48 Barrys point road, 
takapuna

phone: 488 9188 
Opening Hours  

Mon-Fri 8am-5pm
www.autopal.co.nz 
info@autopal.co.nz

The best gifts are handmade.

DEVONPORTCHOCOLATES.CO.NZ

17 WYNYARD ST, DEVONPORT

SHOP 34, QUEENS ARCADE, 34 -40 QUEEN ST

Welcome mat rolled out for all beach lovers
Accessing the beach has become a lot easier 

at Takapuna, thanks to a new mat rolled out on 
the sand for this summer.

The mat will make wheelchair and pushchair 
access easier. It will also be firmer under foot 
than soft sand for those who are unsteady or use 
walking sticks, opening up enjoyment of the 
beach to children and adults who have previ-
ously found visits difficult.  

The mat, a first for Auckland, is sited near the 
playground, where the Gould Reserve public 
toilets, showers and changing rooms will also 
be upgraded.

The Devonport-Takapuna Local Board this 
month signed off on the toilet block becoming 
only the third of its kind in New Zealand to 
include an official ‘Changing Rooms’ facility, 
set up to cater for the high needs of individu-
als and their carers who cannot use standard 
disabled toilets. 

The beach mat is in place until Easter and will 
be brought out again for next Labour Weekend. 
It will run along the side of the playground, 
towards the sea.

“We have always dreamed of Takapuna being 
the most accessible beach in Auckland,” says 
Sonia Thursby, chief executive of YES Dis-
ability Resource Centre, which is among groups 
that have worked with Auckland Council to get 
the mat in place. 

“People who use wheelchairs, walkers and 
have mobility restrictions can now easily access  
our beautiful beach.” 

The group’s aim is to see mats at more 
beaches to cater for the one in four New Zea-
landers living with some kind of disability or 
impairment. 

The mat cost $30,000 and is made of recycled 
plastic.

Its usefulness was highlighted at a brief 
event last Saturday that acknowledged the 
support of a local couple in funding it. Chris 
and Jackie Reeve, who paid for the Takapuna 
Beach playground that opened in 2016, are 
also giving $200,000 to provide the Changing 
Rooms facility. Auckland Council has adjusted 
its planned toilet block design to include it, with 
work scheduled to begin next year.

Jackie Reeve attended the local-board meet-
ing where Devonport resident and accessible 
travel blogger Kimberly Graham, made a pres-
entation about Changing Rooms and the big 
difference they could make to people’s lives. 
Reeve told the Observer later that when she 
and her husband heard about the facilities and 
checked them out they decided to contribute. 

The special toilet will include a ceiling hoist 
and a full-sized changing table.

Graham, who has a son in a wheelchair, 
explained the difficulties faced by some people 
in the community. “Toileting is the biggest 
problem; you have to be pretty able to use them.” 

People lacking in upper-body strength were 
unable to hoist themselves across from wheel-
chairs and some disabled toilets did not have 
adequate room for caregivers to assist. There 
was a need for a network of special facilities 
for those with more complex or profound dis-
abilities, she said, and the Changing Places NZ 
Trust was lobbying for this.

Australia had recently legislated for Changing 
Places facilities in larger public buildings, she 
said, and had 150 such facilities. England has 
more than 1500. Access is arranged electroni-
cally to ensure the facilities are not vandalised.

On the mat... Devonport-Takapuna Local Board chair Aidan Bennett 
and Stephanie Hartley at the opening of the new access facility
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24 Milford Road, Milford, AucklandLEARN MORE  milfordcentre.co.nz

Late Night 
Shopping

See full list of late night hours  
at milfordcentre.co.nz

From December 14th

MORE 
TIME TO 

SHOP

Visit Santa’s  
Wonderland

12pm to 5pm daily 
December 1st – 24th

Grand Opening Off er
50% off  Skin Treatments + Laser Hair Removal*

C L E A R S K I N C A R E C L I N I C S . C O . N Z

Clear Skincare Milford  |  Milford Shopping Centre  24 Milford Road  Milford  Auckland  0602  |  09 600 3810

AD_Devonport Flagstaff_151x99.5mm.indd   1 18/11/20   2:06 pm
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Police attended a sudden-death 
incident on Takapuna Beach around 
12.40pm on 27 November. 

Takapuna Resident Amiee Camplin, 
who was at the beach during the 
incident, said she saw a large group 
of people swimming out in the deep 
water about 150m to 200m out near 
the buoys. 

Not too long after someone dragged 
a body to shore, she said. “There 
were people running back and forth 
panicking as they tried to revive the man 
with CPR. When the ambulance arrived, 
they did not proceed with CPR.” 

A police spokesperson said: “Police 
made initial enquiries into the incident 
and the death will be referred to the 
Coroner.”

A fire in tunnels, with teenagers caught up in 
the smoke and darkness and an urgent need to 
get them out, was the practice scenario firefight-
ers faced recently. 

Crews from five stations, including Takapu-
na, attended the evening training session at Fort 
Takapuna, Narrow Neck.

They entered the sunken barracks at the 
historic reserve in teams, wearing breathing ap-
paratus and carrying oxygen tanks, to bring out 
life-sized dummies and test Fire and Emergency 
search-and-rescue procedures.  

A key driver of the exercise was to get vol-
unteers and career officers working together 
and build relationships among neighbouring 
brigades.

A four-man Takapuna career team, led by 
senior station officer Quin Webster, was in a 
second-round replay of the scenario, which was 
staged twice to allow everyone to run through 
the required routines and pick up the pace. 

Those attending also came from Devonport, 
East Coast Bays, Birkenhead and Wellsford.  

“There’s a couple of things we’re trying to 
achieve here, to mentor the volunteers,” said 

Webster.  Focus areas were command-and-con-
trol procedures, entry protocols, and search 
and rescue. 

The location was great, he said. “It’s ideal for 
breathing apparatus in particular.”  

Between 45 and 50 people were involved on 
Sunday 29 November. 

Six fire appliances and support vehicles 
– including a breathing-apparatus unit from 
Avondale, an operational unit allowing for 
canteen facilities for the five-hour exercise, and a 
lighting truck – were all in attendance to mimic 
a big and complicated call-out.

Exercise organiser and Devonport station 
officer and volunteer Dan Brady said a big call-
out several months ago in an industrial building 
in Triton Drive, Rosedale, was an example of 
multi-crew response. “It’s so much easier on the 
ground if you know people.”  

At the Fort Takapuna exercise, the ‘812 vol-
unteer’ Devonport crew led by Milford resident, 
John Ellington were first in the tunnels. The ‘811 
career’ crew followed  joined by other brigades. 

The firefighters hope more such large-scale 
exercises can be staged annually.

Fire crews join up for big drill 

Team time... Quin Webster from Takapuna and Dan Brady from 
Devonport were amomg the firefighters co-operating on a serious 
scenario exercise

Takapuna Beach  
death referred  

to Coroner 

Letters to the Editor 
Topics should be local and not overly 
long. Noms-de-plume or submissions 

without a name will not be printed.  
Email news@rangitoto-observer.co.nz  

or post to Rangitoto Observer,  
PO Box 32 275, Devonport. 
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Live & Work on the Shore

FOR CANDIDATES
•  Connect to employers 

•  Search positions vacant 

•  Sign up for our JOBMAIL

•  Apply directly to hiring managers

FOR EMPLOYERS
•  Advertise online and in print 

•  Jobs appear instantly online

•  Promoted to FB Jobs, Google 
Jobs and other platforms

•  Includes targeted scout mails  

•  Includes display advertising  
in Devonport Flagstaff and/or  
Rangitoto Observer

•  Managed search also available

Job ad packages from $100+gst
Managed search from $380+gst

Tel: 09 445 0060
sales@devonportflagstaff.co.nz

Lucy Tofield, a former competitive pool 
swimmer in the UK, is among competitors 
tackling the 3.8km Swim the Shore swim 
from Narrow Neck to Takapuna Beach this 
weekend.  

Tofield, who lives in Takapuna and trains 
at the beach, started open-ocean swimming 
after moving to New Zealand three years ago. 

“I just love the sport and Takapuna is the 
perfect place for the course,” she says. 

She has encouraged local residents to take 
part in the swim, previously known as the 
‘King of the Bays’.

At 3.8km, the course is a kilometre longer 

than last year’s Takapuna-to-Milford event.  
“I want people to give this one a go even 

if they haven’t ever done ocean swimming 
before, and it doesn’t have to be competitive,” 
says Tofield. 

This will be her third summer competing 
in the ocean swim series. “It’s a really great 
event for the kids too, and it brings the com-
munity together. After the swim we all stick 
around to socialise,” she says. 

The swim is on Saturday 12 December at 
9am, with shorter and children’s events later 
in the morning. 

For details, see oceanswim.co.nz

Lifeguard patrols on Takapuna Beach 
will begin on Saturday 19 December and 
run until 25 January. 

Swimmers will be supervised from noon 
to 7pm daily. 

Mairangi Bay and Long Bay are the 
other North Shore beaches that will be 
patrolled. 

The search and rescue supervisor for 
Surf Life Saving New Zealand’s Northern 
Region, John-Michael Swannix, said 
beachgoers were encouraged to check 
the SafeSwim website before heading 
to the beach. 

If they noticed hazards while at the 
beach, such as toxic sea slugs, sea lice, 
jellyfish or sharks, they should advise 
lifeguards and this information could be 
included as a warning on Safeswim.

A slug sighting was shown on social 
media last week, after a member of the 
public photographed one at Narrow Neck 
Beach.

The only reason flags might not be up 
during patrol periods would be if there 
was a red or black water-quality alert or 
some other type of hazard notified on 
Safeswim, he said.

New Kiwi joins swimmers 
tackling beach-to-beach event

Dogs are not allowed off-lead on local 
beaches in peak daytime over summer. 

Auckland Council is reminding people 
that restrictions apply on beaches and parks 
between 10am and 5pm until 1 March 2021. 

Rules vary between areas across the city 
with local boards having some discretion, 
including designating certain reserves as 
off-leash areas. 

“Dog owners will need to familiarise 
themselves with the summer definitions and 
abide by the rules,” said the council’s animal 
management manager, Sarah Anderson. 
Details can be found on the council website.

Beach patrols start soon
In the swim... Lucy Tofield

Dog owners  
given a reminder
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Christmas spirit and music light up lakeside event

Open 
fOr Lunch, Wine  

TasTings, & evenTs
everY DaY frOM 11.30 aM

WWW.sTOnYriDge.cOM 
09 372 8822

“ ONE OF THE TOP 10 MUST 
VISIT WINERIES IN THE WORLD” 
THE GUARDIAN

Christmas by 
the Lake lit up 

Sylvan Park with 
picnicking crowds 

who enjoyed 
performances 

by the Auckland 
Symphony 

Orchestra and 
school choirs before 
a fireworks display. 

Fun times... Among the 
crowds enjoying the 
occasion were (clockwise 
from top) Will and  
Isobel Droomgool (3), 
Emily Taylor (3)  
and Quinn Sergant (2)
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20-50% off selected 
Summer ’20 styles

Orthotic 
friend ly
Orthotic 
friend ly

Geometric
heel

Geometric
heel

         MILFORD       121 Kitchener Road       09 972 2354Shop online   -   www.mikkoshoes.nz

Sounds seasonal... (clockwise from top) the Auckland Symphony Orchestra performs, orchestra musical 
director Peter Thomas takes the baton and Georgia (4) and Charlotte (2) Twist show off their painted faces
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Takapuna’s new car-parking building 
opened to the public on 3 December, with low 
hourly charges of 50c locked in until March. 

The rate applies only for people using the 
AT Park app, with a more standard fee of $1 
generally applying

The opening came a week after a dawn 
karakia to officially bless the building and 
bestow the name Toka Puia. This name, 
gifted by mana whenua, references volcanic 
rock – toka – and the spring – puia – that 
flowed from it.

The building on the corner of Huron, Au-
burn and Northcroft roads has 420 short-stay 
car-parking spaces, compared with 250 at the 
central park that it will replace as the town-
square development progresses.

Signage on Esmonde Rd indicates occu-
pancy, which over its opening few days has 
shown it as having most spaces free. 

Construction to a design by Ignite Archi-
tects and Structrus consultants began just 
over two years ago. The building includes 
room for 84 bikes, including 28 e-bikes, 
changing rooms and charging facilities and 
space for electric car-share vehicles. It is 
stage one of council development arm Pa-
nuku’s Unlock Takapuna plans.

The metallic gold lattice pattern on the 
outside of the building references the former 
gas storage and supply structure that stood 
there from 1915 and lent the site the ‘Gas-
ometer’ name.

Parking fees at new building set low as lure

Suggestions surplus land on Takapuna’s old 
Gasometer site could be retained for a future rail 
station rather than be sold have been rejected by 
Auckland Transport (AT). North Shore council-
lor Chris Darby had suggested that the land not 
required for the new car-parking building on 
the site might fit in with future plans to extend 
passenger rail to Takapuna and north. 

The New Zealand Transport Agency recently 
recommended a Takapuna rail spur as part of its 
preferred option for a rail tunnel as the second 

harbour crossing. Darby said the west side of 
Lake Rd was the logical location for any station.

An AT spokesperson said that during initial 
planning for the Unlock Takapuna development 
AT and Panuku had considered public transport 
needs and decided the Gasometer site was not 
required. “We expect that options analysis re-
garding transport links will identify a preferred 
future location that works best for the long-term 
infrastructure of the public transport project’s 
requirement,” she said.

AT rules out councillor’s rail-station idea
Cut price... Parking at the new building is being offered at a low rate

PHONE 021 274 7447  |   sales@weathermasterak.co.nz  |  www.weathermasterak.co.nz

BLINDS  |  AWNINGS  |  SHUTTERS  |  UMBRELLAS

Interior and Exterior 
Window Solutions
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DAMP LEAKY BASEMENT? 
WANT TO ADD VALUE TO YOUR HOME AND MAXIMISE USE OF SPACE?

RECLAIM, REVIVE AND REFIT YOUR UNUSABLE 
BASEMENT SPACE WITH WATERPROOFING  
SOLUTIONS LTD AND NEWTON SYSTEM 500.

Need extra space? Another bedroom, rumpus 
room, home theatre, second lounge? The new 
post-Covid environment sees homeowners and 
buyers alike looking for extra space, and home 
offices/studios.  A recent article in Stuff, using actual 
REINZ sales data over the past 12 months, showed 
the average cost of moving from a three-bedroom 
house to a four-bedroom property on the North 
Shore of Auckland is $300,000.

Traditional New Zealand (NZ) solutions for leaking 
basement areas involved either excavation and re-
waterproofing (very costly, often impossible and 
just replacing what has already failed) or internal 
coatings that can’t be guaranteed and can’t be 
penetrated, severely limiting options to fit-out and 
decorate the areas. 

Now there is a guaranteed, Codemarked, proven 
system to reclaim your existing basement space 

and develop it without restriction – NEWTON 
SYSTEM 500. It has been tried and tested for over 
30 years in the UK by John Newton & Co, the UK’s 
longest-established waterproofing company.

Newton System 500 is the perfect solution to 
remedial basement waterproofing, fully guaranteed 
for the life of the structure, maintainable, and with 
no limitations on how the remediated space is 
fitted out. Perfect for large commercial spaces and 
domestic basements, where a dry environment is 
required, and peace of mind needed. The photos 
show ‘before and after’ of a completed domestic 

basement in Northcote.
Waterproofing Solutions Ltd is NZ’s first and 

premier installer of this system. We can manage the 
entire process for you, including fit-out and decorating.

Add value and utility to your home by using 
existing space, for far less than buying a new 
property.

Contact us now for a  
free consultation and 

assessment of your property.

dave@waterproofsolutions.co.nz
www.waterproofsolutions.co.nz 
Dave Edwards  021 331971

Estuary activists’ big day out heads indoors
Rain couldn’t dampen enthusiasm for the 

Wairau Estuary Environmental Protection 
Society (Weeps) awareness-raising Big Day 
Out late last month.

But given that a light rain creates an ‘over-
flow’ into the Wairau Stream, swimming was 
not advised at Milford and Castor Bay beach-
es on the day, providing a reminder of the 
challenge the organisation has given itself.

Weeps took the stalls and entertainment 
planned for Milford Reserve into the Milford 
Cruising Club due to the weather, but still 
drew a steady stream of visitors. 

As well as drawing attention to the on-
going contamination of local waters with 
sewage, Weeps said the day proved a great 
networking opportunity for volunteer groups 
and commercial operations concerned with 
restoring precious native environments. 

New North Shore MP Simon Watts spoke 
at the event.  Auckland Council was also on 
hand, with North Shore councillor Chris 
Darby in attendance, and staff from Healthy 
Waters (stormwater) and Watercare (sewage) 
there to advise homeowners on checking that 
their houses were not polluting.

The Devonport-Takapuna Local Board 
has estuary restoration high on its list of 
priorities for council funding, with initial 
studies and some weeding work having been 
done, but ongoing commitments to riparian 
planting and systems upgrades are yet to be 
fully locked in.

Bill Kapea of Ngati Rongo opened the 
day, emphasising the Wairau Stream as a 
connector between Papatuanuku (earth) and 
Tikapa Moana (Hauraki Gulf), and their link 
to our human health. He brought this into 
sharp focus, by speaking of how his aunt 
had died from eating sewage-contaminated 
shellfish. 

Blogger Sara Kulins of ‘Sara Speaks for 
the Sea’ was another speaker passionate 

about the evidence of human impact on 
the sea. Brianna Orams, founder of Blue 
Carbon Initiative, talked about its aims to 
plant in coastal environments (tidal grasses, 
mangroves and seagrass) thus sequestering 
carbon.  

A Conservation Volunteers New Zealand 
spokesperson told how a clean-up of the 
estuary had collected a staggering 70kg of 
litter in two hours. 

Information sharing... Kimberley D’Souza (Whitebait Connection) 
and Francis Billot (Experiencing Marine Reserves) with some of the 
marine exhibits on display
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Contact your local agent to sell your property locally,  
marketing it in your local paper The Rangitoto Observer

Sell your 
home locally
Between 50 and 70 per cent of  
houses in our area sell to other locals

We deliver to letterboxes and are online so reach all potential buyers

Go to www.rangitoto-observer.co.nz

$19  

EVERY 3 ISSUES 

via direct debit ,  
just $6.33 per issue

$40  

6 ISSUES 

save 33% off the  
retail cover price

$75  

12 ISSUES 

save 37% off the  
retail cover price

Visit northandsouth.co.nz/
subscriptions or phone 0508 

624 748  (0508 MAGS4U)

SUBSCRIBE  
TODAY

Already a subscriber? 
Simply renew or extend 

your subscription  
to take advantage  
of this great offer.

An open letter to George Wood, deputy 
chair of the Devonport-Takapuna Local Board 
(DTLB): It is with some sadness that I note from 
your recent behaviour as a member of DTLB 
that this will be your last term in local govern-
ance. At least that’s the only interpretation I can 
put on your continuing craven subservience to 
that political amateur Aidan Bennett, which 
suggests to me that you will stand down rather 
than face rejection by voters for following Ben-
nett in failing to consult the community in the 
disposal of its ‘family silver’ – a pity after your 
impressive legacy of service to the North Shore 
community.

Leaving aside the issue of parks being 
pursued by Save Our Shore Public Spaces Inc 
(SOSPS), I am distressed that you are support-
ing as a seconder a notice of motion by Bennett 
to sell the endowed property at 2 The Strand. 

While I am not surprised that a newcomer 
to politics like Bennett would have failed to do 
his homework, that is something I didn’t expect 

from someone with your impressive record as 
mayor, councillor and now DTLB member.  

There are three separate issues:
1. I can find no reference within your notice 

of motion to indicate that the community has 
been consulted about its wishes for the future 
of this endowed property.  

2. The purchase of the walkway through the 
Firth property at 9 Kitchener Road is worthy 
enough to stand on its own merits, and should 
not have to rely on the sale of another com-
munity asset. Unless, that is, this is the new 
norm under the Bennett regime, thus raising the 
question of how future desirable developments 
will take place within the DTLB area once all 
the available ‘family silver’ has been sold off.

3. As an endowed property, 2 The Strand is 
covered by Section 140 of the Local Govern-
ment Act 2002. An endowment property surely 
remains an endowment property regardless of 
the machinations occurring in local governance.
Terry Dunleavy

 I am wondering if you could add your 
voice to my concerns over unacceptably bright 
lights now on at the new parking building on 
Northcroft St, Takapuna, at night?

I have noticed since these lights have been 
switched on that they are abusively bright to 
the extent it is affecting my ability to sleep – 
they shine too brightly into my bedroom, three 
flights up. They are part of the design, and not 
security lights.

There is an advertising sign on Barrys Point 
Rd which is also exceptionally bright – for 
an electric car company – so on both sides of 
my apartment I am assaulted by excessively 
bright lights, and by daytime, I am assaulted 
by construction noise/activity directly across 
the road from me, which you have already 
reported on.

Takapuna is fast becoming unliveable! I 
wonder if councillors would tolerate losing 
two to three hours’ sleep at night?

I have written to Auckland Council/Auck-
land Transport expressing my concerns, via 
the Takapuna Service Centre and via the AT 
website. Of course, both these avenues are 

likely to be the proverbial black hole, with 
nothing done about my complaints.  When I 
visited the service centre, I was told I was not 
alone in complaining about the lights.

I wonder what the council’s standards are 
for night lighting in buildings, and for adver-
tisements?  Both of these examples are well in 
excess of our abysmal street lighting in Byron 
Ave. I rarely venture forth at night, and if I do, 
I walk on the roadway, as the lighting is unsafe 
and unseen on the footpath.

Another issue: the unsafe state of many foot-
paths on side-streets around Takapuna, with 
multiple trip hazards for walkers of all ages.   

We are encouraged to get out of our cars 
and walk, yet from my experience it’s unsafe 
to do so. Byron Ave, Auburn St, Killarney St, 
Anzac St, Wairau Rd, etc, are all in need of 
significant repair work.  

I am sure this is endemic throughout the 
city, and probably perpetrated by ‘she’ll be 
right’ truckies and developers, who make 
their money then cut and run, not caring what 
damage they’ve done.
Maureen Clark

New car park’s lights are abusively bright

Distress at Wood’s sale stance

Letters
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We guarantee 
our Workmanship

Backed by over 35 years’ experience 
of quality preparation and painting

ph ross kingdom 
021 723 413

registered 
professional painters Phone COLIN on 480 5864

RECOVER YOUR
LOUNGE SUITE

Call us for a free quotation and put the life
back into that favourite chair or lounge suite

AWARD FURNITURE

North Shore based renovations, 
new builds, design & project  

management since 1985.

Trustworthy licensed builders specialising  
in residential alterations/extensions, 

kitchens, bathrooms, tiling, re-cladding.

Contact Alex Carey on  
0274 660 666, or visit our website 

www.efd.kiwi

FENCE
BROTHERS

www.fencebros.co.nz

• FENCES
• PERGOLAS
•  DECKS

•  REtAiNiNG 
WALLS

•  PROPERtY MAiNtENANCE

CONtACt GREG 
FOR A FREE QUOtE

0800 336 232

“YOUR LOCAL ROOFER”

0800 7663 92
• RE-ROOFS
• NEW ROOFS
• LEAKS
• SPOUTING
www.relayroofing.co.nz

RENE GARDENING

SMALL & MEDIUM TREES
HEDGES & SHRUBS
PRUNING – TRIMMING
GARDEN TIDY UPS 
& MAINTENANCE

We look after your  
garden with care  
and passion. 

facebook.com/ReneGardening

         @renegardening

info@renegardening.co.nz
Rene: 021 134 5604

Refresh your furniture 
with NZ Chalk Paint.

Find out more at 
newtonspaints.co.nz

Located in Castor Bay Ak.
For expert advice 

Phone Ali 09 410 4289

CLASSIFIEDS
SERVICES OFFERED

Bicycle Repair & Service - 
local, pick up/delivery avail-
able. FB @BisikletaAK. Ph 
Vict 027 333 2223 bikes@
gfamily.net
Custommade Lamp-
shades. New or Revamped. 
Also kits & classes offered. 
Visit www.oscuro.co.nz 
or contact Claire 021 
0249 7428 or oscurolamp-
shades@gmail.com
Section Services Trees: 
pruned, removed.  Hedges: 
trimmed, reduced.  Section 
tidy-ups.  Insured, quali-
fied & local.  Ph Dom 027 
222 1223.

TUITION

Art for adults - Master-
ing Art Friday classes @ 
Devonport Community 
House and online tutoring 
www.lucybucknall.com tel. 
0211442791
Belmont Music Centre Inc 
- Enrol Now  for 2021. Only 
$150 for the year. Age 6 yrs 
to Year 8 children.  Orches-
tra/band plus instrument tui-
tion. Hire instruments avail. 
info@belmontmusic.org.nz, 
www.belmontmusic.org.nz

TUITION
Guitar Tuition - face-to-
face and online acoustic 
guitar lessons with friendly 
and experienced folk mu-
sician/singer-songwriter 
based in Devonport. Dave 
Walker: www.facebook.
com/guitartui6  Tel: 02102 
779955
Maths Coaching offered. 
Year 7 to year 13 welcomed. 
100% student pass rate 
in 2019 ph Peter BE, Dip 
Tchg on 09 445 1899 or 021 
0817 5037.

WANTED

Family home sought: 
Young family looking for a 
house in Devonport, Narrow 
Neck or Belmont. Ideally 
within 10-15 mins walking 
distance to beach, and mini-
mum 3 bedrooms. Light and 
sunny is a must for us, as is 
a bit of a garden for our two 
boys to play in. We are flex-
ible with timing. Happy to 
deal with you directly or via 
your chosen agent. Please 
phone or txt 021 293 2021. 
Kind regards, Lise & Kim
Student Wanted for weed-
ing, trimming, sweeping & 
lawn mowing. Forrest Hill, 
1-2 hours pw Ph Bobby  
027 620 9555.

Tony Gasperini
Qualified Local Arborist

Tree & Tall Hedge Specialist

027 770-0099
Devonport, Auckland
tony.gasperini@gmail.com

0800 800 286
Professional | Friendly | Helpful

Lawn & Garden 
ServiceS

Free & FaST Quotes
residential & commercial

30 Years industry experience
· Lawn MowinG · GardeninG 

· PruninG · HedGeS · TriMMinG  
· weedinG · SecTion TidieS
www.crewcut.co.nz

Your local handyman in Devonport

021 1968 908 
vikinghandyman@yahoo.com
www.vikinghandyman.co.nz

Handyman
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RESPITE CARE WHEN YOU NEED IT

rymanhealthcare.co.nz

1817

Whether you need rehabilitation after a hospital 
stay or extra support for your family during the 
holidays, we’re here for you. We offer respite  
at resthome, hospital and specialist dementia 
level care.

 Experience the togetherness and 
camaraderie of the village community. 

 Your care is customised using our  
myRyman Care app and you’ll love  
the food on our Delicious menu. 

 Experience first-hand how our dedicated 
care teams interact with residents to 
deliver exemplary care. 

Being there when you need us is just one  
of the ways we’re pioneering a new way of  
living for a new retirement generation. 

Call Murray Bain for more details.  

WILLIAM SANDERS 
RETIREMENT VILLAGE 
7 Ngataringa Road, Devonport  
445 0900
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One of Hospice New Zealand’s most well-
known regular fundraising initiatives, Trees of 
Remembrance in shopping centres, will have 
special significance this year as its originator, 
North Shore identity Carolyn McCondach, is 
among those remembered. 

The gifted artist died at Harbour Hospice in 
October, after a difficult illness. She leaves a 
legacy that permeates almost every aspect of 
the local hospice service, including the idea 
of inviting shoppers to donate for a cardboard 
bauble to write on and hang in honour of a 
loved one. 

The Light Up a Life Christmas Tree Ap-
peal was just one of many campaigns she 
established to drum up support for Harbour 
Hospice as it was building its services stretch-
ing from the Shore up to Hibiscus Coast and 
the Warkworth and Wellsford communities. 

The appeal has been running for more 
than 30 years, along with the hospice shops, 
partnerships with community groups and the 
patient and family services that she helped 
set up as a trustee, fundraiser and visionary.

Along with her husband, Stuart, Carolyn 
had hoped to establish a children’s hospice 
after their daughter Louise died of leukaemia 
in 1981, at the age of 14. 

Carolyn  was “extremely disappointed” by 
the manner of Louise’s dying, he says, and 
began investigating specialist palliative care 
for young patients. When she came across a 
fledgling group in Takapuna then called the 
North Shore Hospice Society, “she quickly 
pounced, moved in and, in true Carolyn 
fashion, took the show over and became 
chairperson.”

In 1988, the local branch of the Hospice 
Foundation of Auckland became the North 
Shore Hospice Trust with former Prime Min-
ister Sir Robert Muldoon as chair. 

McCondach, a founding trustee, overcame 
her nerves to speak to service organisations 
about the work of hospices and build lasting 

relationships. It was with a contact made with 
the Devonport Lioness Club that she launched 
the Light Up a Life Christmas Tree Appeal. 
Daughter Fiona was called on to design the 
cards – a candle and a remembrance wreath 
– that donors decorated trees with for the next 
two decades. 

McCondach’s brother, noted fashion de-
signer Colin Cole, was called on for a fashion 
parade that raised enough money to pay a 
hospice co-ordinator’s salary for a year.

In a formidable partnership with founding 
committee member Elsie Tillet, the hospice 
shops were started. Wilf Marley, who is still 
on the Harbour Hospice Trust, supported the 
move. He visited McCondach in hospital a 
few months ago and reminded her of their ex-

Hospice visionary leaves a Christmas legacy
citement when they raised their first $100,000. 

Today, Harbour Hospice fundraises over $4 
million a year.

By July 1987 the hospice had 90 active 
homecare volunteers from Devonport to 
Whangaparaoa, Orewa, Warkworth and Wells-
ford. That year a survey by GPs found that 24 
per cent of requests for terminally ill patients to 
be admitted to hospital were unsuccessful, and 
19 per cent were turned down more than once.

The hospice branch made a commitment 
to providing inpatient facilities and began 
inspecting private hospitals and rest homes 
to find its first four hospice beds. 

In 1989, McCondach met a group of women 
belonging to a share club, whose portfolio had 
been devastated by the recent financial crash, 
persuading them to divert to fundrasing for the 
inpatient unit. For seven years she chaired the 
fundraisers and organised a Christmas fair, the 
Right Royal Ball and Starganza. 

She also established an annual tennis tour-
nament which raised more than $90,000 in its 
best year. She remarked: “It makes me smile to 
remember these men, all managing directors of 
their own businesses, on their knees, stuffing 
envelopes and licking stamps.”

In 1991 McCondach was awarded an MBE 
for services to the community. She served on 
the hospice trust for 25 years. She is survived 
by her husband of 57 years, Stuart, now in 
Orewa, and three children: Fiona, James and 
Esther. 

• Find Trees of Remembrance from 11-24 
December in Farmers stores on the North 
Shore, including at Takapuna, and also within 
the wider Shore City Shopping Centre and at 
the Milford Shopping Centre and outside the 
Arcade at 5-15 Victoria Rd, Devonport (thanks 
to Vista Linda).  

Farmers are selling a limited edition Hos-
pice bauble for $10, with all funds donated to 
local services.

Hospice heroine... 
Carolyn McCondach established 
many and varied fundraising 
campaigns 

Obituary

Travel sketching is that sketched impression 
where we teach you how to ‘see’ your subject. 
Tony McNeight tutors you through  an  eight  
week  programme of foundation skills to take 
you from first steps to being a confident and 
passionate sketcher.
Our weekly classes will guide you in a relaxed 
and fun way to find your creative side.

tony.mcneight@gmail.com

CLASSES  IN  DEVONPORT AND TAKAPUNA  
CONTACT TONY  021 925 031

www.erinhillsketching.co.nz

 
2021 Travel Sketching classes for beginners 
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Love Taka 
Shop Taka
Introducing some of your 

local Takapuna retailers  -

This is who you support  

when you shop local

JAM ORGANIC CAFÉ

Judah & Tamara 
THEY LOVE SOCIALISING WITH CUSTOMERS  

A N D  S H O P P I N G  I N  TA K A P U N A

W E  LOV E  JA M ’S  G R E AT  LO C AT I O N  
I N  H U R ST M E R E  G R E E N

S T U D I O  P I L AT E S

Claire 
SHE LOVES COMMUNITY, LOCATION, LIFESTYLE

WE LOVE STUDIO PILATES  
FITNESS & FRIENDSHIPS

R E T R O S PA C E

Rochelle 
S H E  L O V E S  M O V I E S  A N D  S C I  F I

W E  L O V E  R E T R O S PA C E 
C O L L E C T I B L E S

L I F E  4  M E N

Scott 
H E  L O V E S  J E T  S K I  F I S H I N G

W E  L O V E  L I F E  4  M E N ’S  
P E R S O N A L  S E R V I C E

PA P E R  P L U S  TA K A P U N A

Christopher 
H E  L O V E S  C L AS S I C A L  L I T E R AT U R E

W E  L O V E  B R O W S I N G  AT  PA P E R  P L U S

Z O M E R

Saul 
H E  L O V E S  F I S H I N G ,  

TA K A P U N A’S  C O M M U N I T Y

WE LOVE ZOMER’S SUMMER ENERGY EVERY DAY

Support your local 

Takapuna retailers this 

Christmas by doing your 

Christmas shopping locally!

Here are 10 things that happen to TAKAPUNA  
when YOU shop local this Christmas

You take advantage of great customer service and expertise
You create and stimulate “Community”
More of the money you spend stays in our community
Spending locally creates more jobs for you and your neighbours
You support our local entrepreneurial spirit
You embrace what makes Takapuna unique and special
You create more choice of shops and services
You keep Takapuna a beloved destination for locals and visitors
You reduce your environmental impact
You reduce traffic and congestion by staying local

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

So come on, support local this Christmas!
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Takapuna Beach | 17-20 December

Big Screen 
Live Music 

3-7pm

 fastest yachts  
in the world 

Come watch the fastest yachts  
in the world compete

P R O U D LY 
S P O N S O R E D  B Y 

L O C A L  TA K A P U N A 
B U S I N E S S E S

S E E  W W W . I L O V E TA K A P U N A . C O . N Z  
F O R  F U L L  D E TA I L S

Beachsid
eBeachsid
e

Grandstand
Grandstand

Rodney Fisher
Matt Stone
Larry & Su’e
Ben & Brody

Rodney Fisher
Matt Stone
Larry & Su’e
Ben & Brody

Featuring local artists
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PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY

Kathryn 
Robertson
Residential Sales

021 490 480

E: Kathryn.robertson@bayleys.co.nz
W: kathrynrobertson.bayleys.co.nz

Licensed under the reA Act 2008

What’s on @
Takapuna Library

E. MERvYn TaYLOR MURaL
te ika-a-Maui 

E. Mervyn 
Taylor’s 
ceramic mural 
Te Ika-a-Maui 
(1961) has 
been on a 60 
year odyssey 
from national 
acclaim to 
sitting lost 
in dusty cardboard boxes for nearly 
30 years. In 2014 artist Bronwyn 
Holloway-Smith found and restored 
Te Ika-a-Maui and it was installed in 
Takapuna Library in 2019. The mural 
can be viewed in the Research North 
area on Level 1. 

OUT OF THE CUPBOaRD
Open daily until the end of december. 

Level 1, takapuna Library.

Rare Aotearoa 
artists’ books are 
on show in the 
Angela Morton 
Room Te Pãtaka 
Toi Art Library.

These seldom 
seen treasures 
offer a glimpse 
into the sculptural 
possibilities of artists’ books, print-
making and illustrations.

CHRiSTMaS/ 
nEW YEaR HOURS

We will be closed on the following days: 
dec 25, 26,27, 28  |  Jan 1,2,3,4 

JP service: closed 29, 30, 31 dec

Wishing everyone a Merry christmas 
and a happy new Year!

Beacon shines 
The reflective Beacon sculpture in Milford 

Reserve has won gold in the Best Design 
Awards 2020.

Lang Ea’s public artwork, commissioned 
by Auckland Council as a suffrage memo-
rial, was recognised in the Designed Object 
product category of the annual awards of the 
Designers Institute of New Zealand. 

The purple-lit spherical piece also won a 
bronze award for spatial lighting design and 
was a finalist in the public-good category.

The award comes shortly after the sculp-
ture, erected just before the first Covid-19 
lockdown, was celebrated nearly eight 
months later with an official welcome to 
Milford.  

The judges said Beacon was, “a strik-
ing statement with embedded symbolism, 
prominent in the landscape yet understated 
as the reflective surfaces blend into the 
environment”.

Families are making the most of an op-
portunity to make handmade Christmas gifts 
at Milford Centre. 

The soy-candle workshop near the centre’s 
Whitcoulls store is back by popular demand 
and will be running until Christmas. 

Takapuna Normal Intermediate Student 
Alex Gilchrist, 11, made a candle at the 
workshop that she planned to give to her 
dad for his birthday. “I’m very excited for 
Christmas. It’s my favourite time of the 
year,” she said. 

Her younger brother Ben, 7, who attends 
Milford School, said he would give his can-
dle to his mum. “I think I want to give my 
mum a candle for Christmas and I hope she 
gets us a TV this year too,” said Ben.  

Vintage candle makers Flame In Vintage 
are hosting the workshops, this year using 
recycled oyster shells from Waiheke Island 
to make tealight candles. The makers have 
introduced new Christmas scents including 
New Zealand pine and frankincense and 
myrrh. 

It takes 40 minutes to make a candle and 
there are drawing supplies on hand for chil-
dren while they wait for their candles to set. 

The workshops will run daily at the Mil-
ford Centre until 24 December, on Mondays 
from 12 to 5pm and Tuesday to Sunday from 
9am to 5pm. 

• Father Christmas is also making visits 
to the centre, look out for him from noon to 
5pm until Christmas Eve. 

Wax work... Ben Gilchrist, aged 7, and sister Alex, 11, were among 
children enjoying the chance to make candles at Milford Centre

Hand-made candles make the gift list 
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Golden Weather continues for Christmas Day patrons

It seems in Takapuna there is no end to the 
golden weather, with the 15th year coming up 
of a classic play’s Christmas Day performance.

A segment from Bruce Mason’s The End 
of the Golden Weather will be performed by 
well-known actor Stephen Lovatt at the beach 
reserve, where the 30-minute event usually 
draws crowds of more than 500 people.  

Playwright and local resident Sir Roger Hall 

first staged the show for a small audience of 
friends and acquaintances in 2006. Over the 
years, numbers attending have grown and for 
some people the outing is now a special Taka-
puna tradition. 

It receives backing from the Devonport-
Takapuna Local Board.  

Mason set the play at the fictional Te Parenga 
Beach, which has an uncanny resemblance to 

Takapuna. Lovatt performs a portion of the 
play capturing the injustices of childhood seen 
through the eyes of a young boy who upstages 
a carefully planned family Christmas. 

• The End of the Golden Weather, 10am on 25 
December at Takapuna Beach reserve or, if the 
weather is wet, at the War Memorial Hall, The 
Strand. It is a free event, but koha for Oxfam 
New Zealand is welcomed.

48 Victoria Road | (09) 446 0100 | www.thevic.co.nz

NOW SHOWING 
The Witches (M) 105min  NEW
Words On Bathroom Walls (M) 110min  NEW
The Bee Gees: How Can You Mend A Broken Heart (M) 111min  NEW
Misbehaviour (M) 106min  NEW
Oliver Sacks: His Own Life (E) 114min  NEW
Blithe Spirit (PG) 99min ADVANCE SCREENINGS  11-13 DEC
The Croods: A New Age (PG) 95min  
FAMILY FUN DAY SCREENING  13 DEC
Home Alone: 30th Anniversary (1990) (PG) 103min  11 DEC

COMING SOON 
Dreamland (M) 101min  17 DEC
Superintelligence (PG) 106min  17 DEC
Blithe Spirit (PG) 99min ADVANCE SCREENINGS  18-20 DEC
The Croods: A New Age (PG) 95min  
ADVANCE SCREENINGS  18-20 DEC
The Dry (M) 117min ADVANCE SCREENING WITH Q&A  17 DEC

SPECIALS
CHEAP TUESDAY 
$10 Adult / $8 Child
*EXCEPT PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

VENUE HIRE

Christmas market
A unique Kiwi selection of gifts will 

be sold from the Lake House Arts 
Centre’s Becroft gallery in the lead-up 
to Christmas.

Mahi Toi owner Spencer Bellas will 
run the  Meri Kirihimete market, selling 
clothing, jewellery, gift boxes, skincare 
products, artwork and homewares until 
24 December.

Christmas tradition... Stephen Lovatt will again perform at Takapuna Beach reserve, where the backdrop 
of the sea and Rangitoto is part of the appeal for audience members relaxing on the grass
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premium.co.nz |  F ine Homes |  F ine Apartments |  F ine Li festyles

Superbly located just moments away from the sparkling waters of beautiful Takapuna Beach and set amongst some of north shores 
finest homes, this substantial and elegant residence is one of a kind. Beautifully proportioned living and dining areas open effortlessly 
to a fabulous park like lawn and garden area. Gorgeous views to Tiri Island, the Hauraki Gulf and Takapuna beach are front and centre 
stage. Five generous bedrooms, two bathrooms and plenty of off street parking. Just a short stroll from shops, cafes and restaurants 
and all that Takapuna has to offer. Excellent school zones and close proximity to motorway access for CBD.

TAKAPUNA | 41 CLIFTON ROAD 
Stunning Clifftop Estate

PREMIUM.CO.NZ/80044 
VIEW | SUNDAY 06 DECEMBER 11 - 11.30 AM OR BY APPOINTMENT 
EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST | TUESDAY 15 DECEMBER 2020 AT 4 PM UNLESS SOLD PRIOR BY PRIVATE TREATY

RICHARD MILNE 021 770 611 
RichardMilne@premium.co.nz 
TAKAPUNA 916 6000 
PREMIUM REAL ESTATE LTD LICENSED REA 2008

ROBERT MILNE 022 011 2494 
RobertMilne@premium.co.nz 
TAKAPUNA 916 6000 
PREMIUM REAL ESTATE LTD LICENSED REA 2008


