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In the swim... Carmel College swimmer Caitlin O’Reilly swam Foveaux Strait last month, making 
her the youngest person to conquer the big three New Zealand open-water swims. Story, page 9.

A man has been arrested and charged over 
the alleged theft of $50,000 from Shoreside 
Theatre and is set to appear in court in April. 

A police spokesman said, “The 44-year-old 
man will face charges relating to theft by a 
person in a special relationship and falsify-
ing accounts.”

The North Shore-based theatre company, 
which last year went through a financial crisis 
due to the alleged theft, took another blow last 
month when the three-day Auckland lock-
down forced it to suddenly cancel its shows. 

On Sunday 14 February, it cancelled its 
7.30pm performance of Shakespeare’s Much 

Ado About Nothing at the PumpHouse out-
door amphitheatre in Takapuna, sending 140 
people home ahead of the start of the level- 3 
lockdown at midnight.

Performances of Much Ado About Noth-
ing and Hamlet scheduled for the next three 
nights were also cancelled. 

• Small Senior School class sizes  
(13 students on average) and  
state-of-the-art equipment  
and facilities

Take a tour and see for yourself!  
Visit www.kristin.school.nz or call 09 415 9566.

Small class sizes. Huge opportunities!
• The choice to study NCEA or the IB 

Diploma Programme with a vast range 
of subject options and co-curricular 
opportunities

Lockdown hits theatre as alleged theft heads to court

Strait up: Carmel’s swimming queen claims triple crown

Authorised by Simon Watts, 
Parliament Buildings, Wgtn.

Simon Watts
MP for North Shore
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The former Takapuna Library 
building at 2 The Strand has been 
vacant since an earthquake notice 
was issued in March 2018. The 1956 
heritage-listed public building has now 
been unoccupied for 1016 days.

2 The Strand: 
empty for 1016 daysLetters to the Editor 

Topics should be local and not overly 
long. Noms-de-plume or submissions 

without a name will not be printed.  
Email news@rangitoto-observer.co.nz  

or post to Rangitoto Observer,  
PO Box 32 275, Devonport. 

Sunnynook residents call for meeting 
on intensification issues 

A community hui to discuss housing 
development is on the agenda for the Sun-
nynook Residents’ Association. 

Intensification allowed under Auckland 
Council’s Unitary Plan was beginning to 
have an impact locally, two association 
representatives told the Devonport-Taka-
puna Local Board’s Community Forum last 
month. “You just need to walk round the 
park between 5 and 6 and hear conversation 
about ugly apartments with no parking,” 
Melissa Powell told board members. 

Blocks of land in Salamanca Rd and 
Sycamore Dr where a large number of units 
were to be built were among significant 
recent sales, she said.

Member Jan O’Connor noted: “They’re 
just popping up everywhere.” With more 
houses, trees were disappearing from neigh-
bourhoods , observed member Trish Deans. 

Deputy chair George Wood asked the 
residents if they were against the sort of 5-6 
unit developments becoming more common 
on sections right across the board area.

Association Rachael Findlay-Clarke said: 
“We just really believe in talking to the 
people who are living with them.” 

The women said they welcomed the 
growth and diversity of Sunnynook. “It’s 
exciting if we can have more people moving 
into our area,” said Powell. 

Facilities such as the much-improved 
Sunnynook Park, a playground planned 
near the community centre, and well-used 
bus services were a boon. 

They told the board the idea behind hold-
ing a housing hui (on a yet to be decided 
date) was to allow residents to discuss the 
future of their area. 

Deans advised getting a city planner 
along to talk about the Unitary Plan and how 
it worked, which the representatives said 
they were keen to do. The association might 
also make its views known to the council’s 
Planning Committee about how the plan’s 
implementation was impacting neighbour-
hoods. The committee needed to hear from 
from concerned citizens, Deans said.

Safety concerns around busy bus station
“An accident waiting to happen” is how 

community representatives describe the area 
around Sunnynook Bus Station. 

The Residents Association detailed its 
concerns for pedestrians to the Devonport-
Takapuna Local Board. Drop-offs where 
passengers converged and a steep ramp were 

among issues. The board was receptive, and 
some members said the station surrounds, in 
a residential area, posed safety issues that 
might require changes. They would continue 
to raise these matters with transport authori-
ties, they said. 

The association was thanked for its 
presentation. This included updates on 
community work in Lyford Reserve, plans 
for an art trail, and for fun runs in spring. 

Paddle-boarding 
worlds poised to 

come to Takapuna

17 Fraser Avenue, Northcote
Ph: 09 418 3118 | Manager: Siloata Tuato

amc.manager@annemaree.co.nz
www.annemareeresthome.co.nz

Become part of the Anne Maree Court
family – with rooms now available

COVID SAFE CARE

Anne Maree Court
Rest Home & Hospital

The 2023 world paddle-boarding champion-
ships are likely to be held off Takapuna Beach.

New Zealand Stand Up Paddle Boarding 
has been in negotiations with the International 
Canoe Federation to host the event, with only 
the final details to be confirmed.

“We have been told we can hold it if we want 
it,” said committee member Bill Dawes, who 
is spearheading the project. 

“We are very keen to have it here, but obvi-
ously we want to do it the Kiwi way.”

For example, the geography of Auckland 
allowed racing at various venues, such as the 
Viaduct and Lake Pupuke as well as Takapuna 
Beach.

The New Zealand group also wanted to 
include a schools championship, masters and 
youth racing.

“We want to make it as inclusive as we 
can… a bit like what happens every Tuesday 
[at the Harcourts Beach Series] on Takapuna 
Beach.”

The timing of the world champs, which 
would attract 500 paddlers, was still to be 
decided. Takapuna was ideally placed in April 
– the water was still warm, and it was shoulder 
tourist season which would offer a boost to 
businesses. World paddle-boarding champs 
were normally held in October/November 
which were often unstable weather months 
in Auckland. 

“We want it to happen, it’s just a matter of 
making it work,” Dawes said.

Meanwhile, locals can get a taste of paddle-
board racing off Takapuna Beach on 12, 13 and 
14 March, when the national champs are held 
as part of the Waterbourne Festival. A field of 
150 to 200 is expected.
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Oarsome costumes make waves at Beach Series finale 

In the pink… Jason Herriman was among entrants who got into the spirit of a retro-themed final night 
of the Beach Series summer races at Takapuna Beach last Tuesday. More pictures p12-14 

Preserving coastal track no walk in the park

To page 3 

The future of a hugely popular coastal 
track between Takapuna and Milford is set to 
be secured as Auckland Council negotiates 
with a property owner over purchasing his 
historic bach.

People have been walking through Paul 
Firth’s garden since 2011, when a wooden 
bridge was washed away in a storm.

At that time, the council found it had never 
been an official bridge and rebuilding would 

require a coastal consent, which required ap-
proval from all affected landowners.

Firth, now 74, withheld his consent because 
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Fears locals short-changed   
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New Takapuna-Milford paper 
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‘Sacred’ pohutukawa trees  
turn into a menace... p4
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Milford’s best-dressed pooches
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Alcohol can be sold at three premier 
events in this month’s Waterbourne festival 
on Takapuna Beach Reserve after liquor 
licences were granted at the 11th hour.

Licences were granted by the Auckland 
District Licensing Authority in the middle 
of February for the Bendon Lingerie Sunset 
Sounds event on 5 March, Beached Music 

on 13 March and the Dave Dobbyn concert 
on 19 March. 

Strict conditions on the licences, granted 
to Joylab Ltd, owners of the nearby Regatta 
and Franks bars, include a requirement for 
detailed security plans, and limits of four 
servings per patron until 6pm, and two 
servings per person thereafter.

The licensing hearing for the festival was 
held on 9 February, with many parts of the 
five applications opposed by Police, health 
authorities and district licensing inspectors.

Licensing authority chair Katia Fraser 
said the applicant was cutting it fine to 
get the licences approved in time for the 
festival.

Waterbourne will be wet despite licensing hiccups

Canine class...  
Former guide dog Iris (above) with 
Michael Hammond was named 
best-dressed, with Lina Amelia’s 
Bubble (far right) third. 
Colin Swain’s Lulu (centre) 
was judged best small dog.

Milford’s main street came alive for Vive 
La France day last Saturday (27 February), 
with a highlight of the event being its dog 
competition. 

Appropriately the winner of the best small 
dog section was a French bulldog, owned by 
local couple Colin and Marcia Swain. They 
used their daughter’s rash suit and their son’s 
vampire cape to improvise kitting out Lulu 
in true Gallic style.

“We entered to be part of the Milford 
community,” said Colin.

The popular annual event, organised by 
the Milford Business Association, pulled in 
one of its best crowds to date, just ahead of 
the latest lockdown.

French music and food helped set the 
scene on a closed-off Kitchener Rd, where 
family fun extended to snail racing. Market 
day stalls and sitting in the sun were popular.

Events this week have been 
put back due to postponement  

of America’s Cup Racing
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Do you have a child going into  
Year 9 in 2022?  

Don’t miss our upcoming information evening! Come 
and hear about our unique Middle School environment 
that sets us apart and keeps them together.

Year 9 Information Evening  
Thursday 11 March: 7-8pm

Register to attend at kristin.school.nz or call our 
Admissions Manager on 09 415 9566 ext 2324.

Progress with vision,
integrity and love.

A dedicated 
Middle School 
for Year 7-10. 
It’s learning 
evolved.

Year 9 Info Evening 2021 [Devonport Flagstaff + Rangitoto Observer 170x240 FP Ad].indd   1 26/02/21   9:47 AM
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From page 1 Theatre seeks help after lockdown takes toll

Tenacious tween steps up campaign for water fountains
Hauraki’s Lilah McDonald is taking her 

drinking-fountain campaign to the public 
this weekend.

 The 10-year-old has been given a spot 
to promote her Pledge Me campaign at the 
Devonport Race Days By the Sea event at 
Windsor Reserve. 

Lilah has launched a social enterprise 
called Water Us, which plans to raise money 
for drinking fountains by selling bamboo 
toilet paper.

When the Observer spoke to Lilah in Janu-
ary, she expressed her concerns about the lack 
of public drinking water and was eager to 
have a drinking fountain installed at Takapuna 
Beach Playground.

She has since presented her ideas to the 
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board.

She told the board she believed there to be 
only 16 fountains at parks and playgrounds 
from Castor Bay to Devonport. Most were  

‘bubblers’ and did not enable bottle refilling 
and they were not all wheelchair accessible. 

Board chair Aidan Bennett congratulated 
Lilah on her presentation but said it would be 
a slow-moving process to achieve progress. 

“If we could get more drinking fountains in 
our parks it would be a good result,” he said.

Lilah’s mother, Kate O’Leary, told the 
Observer that water fountains were not clearly 
signposted and the board area needed twice as 
many as it has.  She said there are currently 
drinking fountains at Brett Ave, Takapuna 
Beach Cafe, the Rose Gardens opposite Shore 
City, Killarney St outside Takapuna Pool, 
Kennedy Park and Devonport wharf, but 
none at Takapuna, Narrow Neck and Milford 
Beaches.  

“The next step for us is that the Local Board 
is organising a meeting with the appropriate 
council people,  to understand what we can 
and can’t do and how to do it,” she said.

“This was a huge blow to a promising sea-
son of Shakespeare in the Park,” said theatre 
president Catherine Boniface.

“We hoped the ticket sales would replenish 
our coffers.” 

She said costs, including venue hire and 
marketing of the show, have left little profit. 

Under level-2 restrictions, audiences for the 
rescheduled shows last week were limited to 

100 people. Ticketholders were being asked 
to consider donating the purchase price rather 
than asking for refunds.

“It has been hectic trying to figure out how 
we would keep our show running,” Boniface 
said.

After discovering the alleged theft, the 
company launched a Givealittle page to help 
raise money for its Shakespeare in the Park 

season. A target of $5000 of community dona-
tions was met. 

“Our initial fundraising campaign helped us 
pay our immediate debts and keep going long 
enough to get Shakespeare in the Park up and 
running,” said Boniface.

But the company was now having to reach 
out to the community for more help for future 
endeavours, she said.

Thirsty work... Lilah McDonald 
believes the North Shore needs 
more drinking fountains

SUMMER SKIN 
BOOTCAMP 2021

A CUSTOM exfoliation 
combining a double dose  
of AHAs + BHAs
PLUS
 Botanical microspheres  
of Jojoba + Vitamin B to  
remove impurities and reveal  
a BRIGHTER, SMOOTHER  
and visibly REFINED texture.

ONLY $99

CALL NOw to book  
486 6880 or email  
info@levisage.co.nz

Level 1  |  161 Kitchener Road  |  Milford
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Driving Miss Daisy Milford

Corlize Britz (09) 551 3050 | 021 503 575

Companion driving covering Milford / Takapuna
• Medical Appointments
• Hairdresser / Shopping
• Airport / rail / bus transfers
• Pets to the vet
• ACC contracted supplier
* Pre-bookings essential

113 x 60 

FUNERALS 
NELSON & SUSAN 

ELLIOTT 

YOUR LOCAL  

Local Board meetings set to be public again
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board work-

shops will soon again be open to the public. 
Ruth Jackson takes over as board chair 

from Aidan Bennett from May. The mid-term 
swap was agreed after their election in 2019, 
when the Heart of the Shore ticket of Jackson, 
Jan O’Connor and Trish Deans gained three 
of the six seats on the board, which Bennett 
topped the invididual vote for.

Jackson gave an overview of what her 
priorities for the board would be, when she 
spoke at a meeting of the Devonport Com-
munity Trust this month. Open democracy 
was top of the list, she said, with workshops 
a great place for people to learn more about 
the background to decision-making. 

At the board’s monthly meeting, agenda 

items are more often rubber-stamped than 
explained. Jackson said if the public attended 
workshops, they would be better able to give 
timely feedback to board members on matters 
they may have knowledge about.

 “I look at the local board being a collabo-
ration with the community, not us dictating,” 
she said. “It’s giving the community the abso-
lutely best chance to know what is going on.” 

To help with this, workshop topics would 
be notified publicly in advance. 

Media and public access to the workshop 
meetings was overturned at the start of the 
board’s term, with Bennett using his casting 
vote to break a 3-3 split. Jackson said she 
would do the same when her time as chair 
started if she was not able to persuade Ben-

nett, George Wood and Toni van Tonder to 
support the move to reopen the meetings.

Other matters Jackson wants to focus 
on include continuing advocacy for better 
water quality and cleaner beaches. This was 
being done in conjunction with the Kaipatiki 
Local Board to ensure North Shore got “a 
fair crack” of Auckland Council’s targeted 
water rate. 

Better bus services and putting the brakes 
on the stripping of council assets were other 
priorities, she said. Jackson told the trust 
meeting that work currently in the pipeline in 
the local area included improvements to play-
grounds. The development of a community-
resilience plan, prompted by Covid-19, was 
also coming along well, she said.

Get going on grove – board chairman
Work to reopen the Sacred Grove of pohutu-

kawa at the north end of Takapuna Beach needs 
to resume, says the Devonport-Takapuna Local 
Board chairman, Aidan Bennett. 

“We need to see some progress there,” he 
said of remedial tree work at the enclave. “I’m 
not keen to see it closed to the public perma-
nently,” Bennett noted in his monthly report to 
the board in late February. 

Maintenance of parks and reserves was 
another area that Auckland Council needed to 
“drastically improve”, said Bennett.  His view 

that work was not up to scratch was shared by 
other board chairs from across the city at their 
latest forum, prompting a joint call for the 
council to do more, Bennett told the local board.

Other matters Bennett touched on in his 
report were praise for the new disability access 
mat on Takapuna Beach (which Bennett got to 
trial on a mobility scooter when he was recover-
ing from surgery) and for the new Toko Puia 
carpark in Huron St and the temporary summer 
tidy-up of Hurstmere Rd, pending construction 
work resuming mid-year. 

Efforts to buy Firth House at 9 Kitchener Rd 
as a community asset and to guarantee contin-
ued public use of the Milford-Takapuna beach 
walkway where it crossed over the property 
were something he wished to continue to drive. 
Feedback to the board’s call for this was 90 per 
cent in favour, he said. 

The board wants council development arm 
Panuku to put money from No. 2 The Strand 
towards the Firth House purchase. Panuku 
considers the former library building is surplus 
to requirements.

Takapuna and Hauraki homes are being 
checked for polluting pipes. 

The external work to properties is to deter-
mine if stormwater and wastewater pipes are 
incorrectly connected or damaged which could 
cause water quality issues on Takapuna Beach. 

Testing by Citycare Water, a contractor for 
the joint council and Watercare project, will 
continue this month. If problems are found in 
pipes, gully traps or manholes, follow-up drain-
age investigations may be needed. Last month a 
bubbling-over manhole was spotted by a local 
resident who alerted council workers. This had 
enabled a faulty connection to be traced, said 
the Safeswim programme manager, Nick Vigar.  

Water pipes probed

Open 
fOr Lunch, Wine  

TasTings, & evenTs
everY DaY frOM 11.30 aM

WWW.sTOnYriDge.cOM 
09 372 8822

“ ONE OF THE TOP 10 MUST 
VISIT WINERIES IN THE WORLD” 
THE GUARDIAN
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www.fireflynz.com 
22 Wynyard St, Devonport | 09 446 0934

Offers valid 27th Feb – 3rd April 2021, or while stocks last

UP TO 
60% OFF

L I G H T I N G  •  F U R N I T U R E  •  F A B R I C S  •  W A L L P A P E R

S A L E

shop online at  
fireflynz.com

 

Anzac back to Strand
Anzac Day commemorations will 

return to The Strand in Takapuna this 
year. The 25 April parade was moved 
from its usual route to the war memorial 
in 2019, due to construction work. 
Covid-19 led to its cancellation last year.

Beach clean-up
The stream from Wairau Estuary 

to Milford Beach will be the focus 
of another clean-up organised 
by Conservation Volunteers New 
Zealand. The project, partnering 
with the Devonport-Takapuna Local 
Board, involves collecting rubbish 
and planting the estuary edges over 
winter. Join in tomorrow, Saturday 
6 March, from 10am to noon, with a 
barbecue to follow. Meet at 10am at 
Milford Shopping Centre carpark on 
Omana Rd. 

Bakers donate
North Shore Hospital’s maternity 

ward will get a chair for new  mothers 
and their visitors thanks to fundraising 
by the Milford Bakers Delight, which 
raised $1800 over two weeks last 
month. Owners Anshul and Natalie 
Sharma, who wanted to recognise 
health workers, worked with the 
hospital charity, Well Foundation. 

Concern about motels being used for wel-
fare accommodation in the Takapuna area 
has prompted the Devonport-Takapuna Local 
Board to call for a clearer picture on the extent 
of the practice.

Up to 3000 people are housed by the 
government in motels at any one time and 
the board wants to know how many of them 
are in Takapuna. The issue, raised earlier by 
deputy chair George Wood by way of a notice 
of motion, was debated at the board’s Febru-
ary meeting.   

Wood said more facts and figures from rel-
evant government and social agencies would 
help guide the board – “whatever we can get”. 
The board’s strategic broker has been asked to 
help organise a briefing for members to gain 
more understanding of the issues and the role 
the board might play.

Families being housed in premises unsuit-
able for long-term stays and the impact on 
the wider community prompted the call. The 
Takapuna Business Association is also worried 
that visitors seeking accommodation in the 
area may not be able to find it.

“If there’s going to have to be temporary 
accommodation in motels, there has to be 
better social services wrapped around people 
and more policing,” Wood told the meeting.

Crime was up in the area, he believed, and 
local policing had been reduced.

 Member Jan O’Connor said moteliers were 
being paid millions when government money 

might be better put into building more social 
housing in suitable locations. “It’s something 
we need to discuss as a community.”

Board chair Aidan Bennett said it was not 
the board’s role to come up with solutions 
for national problems, but Wood pointed out 
a 2019 change to the Local Government Act 
tasked councils with considering the social 
and cultural well-being of citizens. The board 
could act as an informed advocate on the 
matter, he said. All members agreed a fuller 
understanding of the issues was needed, al-
though Bennett did not want council staff tied 
up doing reports and research.

He recommended member Ruth Jackson, 
who will take over as chair in late April, should 
attend a meeting on the topic called by the 
business association. 

Member Trish Deans questioned whether 
the association was the right body to be co-
ordinating future action. 

Jackson said gaining a better understanding 
of the issues would be the board’s best way 
to determine next steps. She said the plight 
of children – who through no fault of their 
own were homeless – needed considering, as 
their education and health could suffer without 
suitable accommodation. “These kids, simply 
by being in homes that aren’t stable, just fall 
through the gaps in the system.” Tapping into 
groups such as Auckland North Community 
and Development Inc (ANCAD) and welfare-
accommodation providers would be useful.

Call for motel overview wins support News Briefs
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Local Glazing Services including:
•  Mirrors •  Broken Windows
•  Hush Glass •  Low E Thermal
•  Glass •  Safety Glass
•  Reputties •  Showers

ContaCt uS at  
devonportglass@gmail.com  

or 021 148 1804

Three former students of Westlake Boys High 
School had an unexpected reunion when they 
trained together to become  Royal New Zealand 
Air Force pilots. 

Flying Officers Denzel Williams and Aaron 
Kurte, both aged 24, and Flying Officer Tyler 
Waters, 25, graduated last month.

Kurte and Williams were in the same year at 
Westlake and played hockey together, with Wa-
ters in the year above them. They took different 
paths after school, before joining the RNZAF in 
2018, with a shared ambition to fly.

Kurte made coffee as a barista while he saved 
for private flying training and did some travel-
ling. Williams did odd jobs for a few years and 
also travelled with Kurte before signing up for 
the Airforce. Waters studied for a mechanical 
engineering degree at Auckland University, 
where he graduated with honours.

“We didn’t coordinate it,” said Waters of end-
ing up on the same course together.  “Flying was 
always something I dreamed about, but I joined 
[the RNZAF] as an engineer originally. Then I 
decided to change direction,” he said.

Kurte missed out on his first application into 
the RNZAF to become a pilot, but after some 
travelling and learning to fly he decided to reap-
ply and was successful.  “I think the additional 
maturity helped,” he said.

Williams assessed himself as not being ready 
to join when he left school. He waited for a cou-
ple of years and then began to study computer 
science at university in tandem with applying to 

Westlake Boys trio take off in the Airforce

Flight club… Flying Officers Denzel Williams, Tyler Waters and Aaron 
Kurte are all Westlake Boys High School old boys 

EARLY LEARNING - SENIOR SCHOOL

The Early 
Years
KEEPING YOUR HEAD, HEALTH AND RELATIONSHIPS 
FLOURISHING (WHILST STILL BEING A GREAT PARENT) 

Join us to hear from John Cowan, from Parenting Place, 
for an entertaining evening of wit, wisdom and practical 
strategies to help you on your parenting journey.

WHEN: Thursday 25 March 2021, 6.30-8.30pm

SUITABLE FOR: Parents of children 6 months to 6 years

FREE ENTRY: RESERVE YOUR SEAT AT iTICKET.CO.NZ 
Seats are strictly limited so get in quick! 

VENUE: The Dove Theatre,  
Kristin School, 360 Albany Highway

PARENT SEMINAR:

The Early Years Parent Seminar_120x112mm_Press.indd   1 9/02/21   10:50 AM

the RNZAF for pilot training. “Then I got the 
call that I had been accepted and that was it, I 
was out the door.”

All three said that while the intense course 
schedule challenged them, the instructors were 
an integral part of their success. “They supported 
us all through the tough times and really worked 
hard to help us succeed,” said Waters.

The new pilots graduated a little later than 
expected due to the Covid-19 lockdowns of 
2020, when  they were unable to fly for several 
weeks during the course. 

“Coming back in, picking up from where 
you left off and getting back into the mode of 
flying was hard, but the instructors were great 
at getting us all back on track,” Williams said.

The three and six coursemates who gradu-
ated at the same time will now either be posted 
to the RNZAF rotary wing fleet and learn to 
fly the Augusta A109 Light Utility Helicopter 
or train at No. 42 Squadron on the Beechcraft 
B200 King Air. The helicopter pilots will then 
go on to fly the NH-90 or Seasprite helicopters 
at No. 3 or No. 6 Squadron respectively, while 
the multi-engine pilots will go on to fly either 
the Hercules or Boeing 757 at No. 40 Squadron, 
or the Orion at No. 5 Squadron.
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First KicKs (5 - 8 years)
Junior (9 - 12 years)
Youth (13 + years)

Men & WoMen senior & social
email: office@nsu.org.nz
www.nsu.org.nz

@northshoreunitedafc @nsuafc

coMe plaY 
Football 

at nsu
boYs - Girls - Men - WoMen

all abilities WelcoMe
reGister online bY 15th March
trials start Mon 22nd March

Carmel College swimmer Caitlin O’Reilly 
conquered Foveaux Strait last month, mak-
ing her the youngest person to achieve the 
New Zealand ‘triple crown’ of open-water 
swims.

She had previously swum Cook Strait and  
across Lake Taupo.

Foveaux Strait, between Stewart Island 
and Bluff, was no easy feat for the 16-year-
old, who spent 10 hours and 21 minutes 
covering 31km in 15-degree water – without 
a wetsuit. 

“The hardest part was the last 10km,” 
Caitlin said. “I looked up to see Bluff and I 
wasn’t getting any closer. The sun was going 
down. I started panicking.” 

She began the 17 February swim at 
10.40am from Saddle Point on Stewart 
Island and reached the mainland by 9pm. 

Caitlin is the ninth person to swim Fove-
aux without a wetsuit and the sixth person to 
achieve the triple crown without a wetsuit. 

“During the first hour of the swim I was 
okay, but then negative thoughts started 
going through my head. I was cold. I was 
thinking about sharks and really out of fo-
cus,” said Caitlin. 

She said it was her most challenging swim 
yet. “The water was flat, but the swim was 
mentally draining,” she said. 

She won’t be swimming Foveaux again. “I 
think it’s hard to be in the right mindset and I 
could have swum it faster. But I think being 
the youngest person to complete the triple 
crown is really cool,” said Caitlin. 

Her training included swimming 40km 
each week in the pool, with a few open water 
swims leading up to the Foveaux attempt. 

Caitlyn swam Cook Strait in 2017, as 
12-year-old, in 7 hours and 19 minutes. She 
was  the youngest female to make the 30km 
swim. In 2019, she swam 40km across Lake 
Taupo in 13 hours and 26 minutes. 

Now she is preparing to attempt the 
Oceans Seven marathon swimming chal-
lenge of seven open-water swims around 
the world. 

It includes the North Channel between 
Northern Ireland and Portpatrick in Scotland, 
Molokai Channel in Hawaii, the English 
Channel between France and England, the 
Catalina Channel in California, the Tsugaru 
Strait in Northern Japan, the Strait of Gibral-
tar – and Cook Strait. 

She won’t be travelling soon due to 
Covid-19 restrictions but hopes there will 
be a chance for her to complete at least one 
of the swims this year. 

Carmel student 
swims Foveaux 
Strait to claim 
‘triple crown’

From page 1 Local director takes on tale of grief 
When Harriett Maire was 

asked to direct an intensely per-
sonal play about grief, she was 
out of her comfort zone. 

But the Takapuna Grammar 
School old girl worked closely 
with its writer and actor Clare 
Marcie to turn the story of Mar-
cie’s loss of her twin sister at the 
age of four months into what she 
describes as a gentle, thoughtful 
story that she hopes will resonate 
widely. 

Twinless explores “unfamiliar 
grief”, encompassing Marcie’s 
story of finding her way through 
the fog of loss. 

For 25-year-old Maire, who did not have a 
close bereavement experience to draw upon, it 
was a challenge to be asked to direct the play. 

She drew on theatre and production skills first 
developed at school, honed by then directing 
two plays and holding a day job making televi-
sion commercials. 

Being a type-one diabetic also gave her an 
inkling of the awkwardness with which people 
who revealed something personal could be 
regarded. 

Strangers told about a loss could react 
uncomfortably and she too had experienced 
“pitied glances” over her condition. 

“When Clare described the uncomfortable 
reactions she gets from people when they find 
out her twin sister died, I felt that in my bones.”

Maire and Marcie dealt with 
the play’s tricky topic by check-
ing in with each other regularly. 

Its debut at the Basement 
Theatre next week will be a 
significant event, being the first 
public sharing of the Twinless 
story. They and co-producer 
Claire Turner hope to tour it to 
Wellington and Whangarei.

The women got to know each 
other through Auckland creative 
circles. 

Maire recalls that before 
being asked to direct the play, 
Marcie told her: “I just feel like 

the right person will turn up in my life”. So she 
was especially flattered to go on to be the one 
asked to do the job. 

For now, Maire is happy juggling theatre 
and film work. “I like to do personal projects 
to stretch my creative brain. At this stage of my 
life it’s lovely to wear lots of hats.”

She credits her TGS performing-arts and 
media-studies teachers with being early influ-
ences, before she studied television and screen 
production at AUT. “I loved TGS – they were 
such formative years.” 

After the last three years flatting in Takapuna, 
Maire is this year enjoying being back in her 
childhood home in Bayswater. Her parents have 
moved out and she shares the house with flat-
mates, and says with a laugh: “I’m not sleeping 
in my old bedroom.” 

Harriett Maire
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Westlake Boys rowers make a splash ahead of Maadi

Joint victors... Westlake’s Greg Severin (right) and Auckland 
Grammar’s Ben Shortt accept the Head of Harbour top boys school 
trophy. They also received the overall points shield. Photo: Clare Logan

Children at the Centre of Angels Childcare
Angels Childcare Centre is a family-run 

Christian preschool with over 20 years’ 
experience. It has operated in the heart of 
Takapuna since 2010, firmly establishing 
it at the centre of the local community. The 
centre prides itself on providing an intimate, 
homely haven with beautiful natural outdoor 
playscapes and imaginative, age-appropriate 
indoor environments for your preschool littlies 
to explore and enjoy. Angels Childcare Centre 
captures the true essence of love by offering 
honest, reliable care, and creates a safe and 
secure environment that families can trust. 
The children are nurtured and loved as well 
as being provided with every opportunity to 
explore their capabilities and extend their self-
confidence, knowledge and learning.  Angels 
Childcare Takapuna provides a respectful, 
loving and nurturing home away from home 
for the children and families of Takapuna and 
the wider North Shore community. It takes 
great pride in its holistic approach and warm 
hospitality and looks forward to welcoming 
you to the Angels Childcare family. 

Opening hOurs 7am-6pm Contact angels Childcare today to arrange  
a free visit of our centre – they’ll be delighted  to show you around!

“Love is patient, love is kind...
it always protects,  

always trusts, always hopes, 
always perseveres.”
1 CorINThIANS 13

31 Anzac Street
Takapuna, Auckland

Ph 09 486 4695 | M 021 526 435
angelstaka@angelschildcare.co.nz

enrOl nOw fOr 2021

“Carefully loving  
your little angel as  

they learn and grow”

0-6
years

open: 7am
close: 6.00pm Takapuna

Westlake Boys High School rowers have 
high expectations as they prepare for the 
Maadi Cup later this month. 

Westlake Boys took two of the four tro-
phies home from the Head of Harbour regatta 
last month, tying with Auckland Grammar 
as top boys school and top school overall. 

The College Sport Auckland regatta drew 
26 schools and 876 competitors to Lake 
Pupuke on Saturday 13 February.

“We were delighted to have such a strong 
display of rowing from all of our young 
men,” said Westlake Boys coach Natalie 
Marriott.  

Westlake’s Under 17 coxed eight, Under 
16 coxed eight and Under 15 coxed four 
crews all won gold medals, the Under 18 
eight finished third, behind Grammar and 
Sacred Heart, and the Under 18 novices 
picked up silver and bronze medals. 

This was the first regatta of the season 
where the boys wore their school colours 
having earlier raced regattas under their af-
filiated club, the North Shore Rowing Club.

A final race with top schools Sacred Heart 
College and Auckland Grammar saw West-
lake Boys gain the final points they needed 
to share the major trophy.  

“Our crews have all been performing re-
ally well throughout the season, with many 
wins at previous regattas, particularly in 
sweep oar events,” Marriot said.

In 2019, the school won the Under 18 
eights and last year it was the top boys 

school, before Covid-19 brought the season 
to an end and the national event, the Maadi 
Cup, was cancelled.  

“Our boys are all training incredibly hard 
at the moment, as I’m sure young rowers 
all around the country are doing. We are 
on water between four and eight times a 
week as well as multiple fitness, strength 

and conditioning sessions,” Marriott said. 
The club has also reached its goal to raise 

$10,000 through community donations to 
buy a new four skiff, matching a $10,000 
New Zealand Community Trust grant.

The skiff has been named ‘Natalie Mar-
riott’, to honour her eight years of coaching 
the school’s rowers.  
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Takapuna’s title hopes 
dented by loss

The Takapuna premier cricket side’s  
hopes of winning the Hedley Howarth two-
day title took a dent last weekend with a 
94-run loss to neighbours North Shore.  

Takapuna was demolished by Ronnie 
Hira. He took 14 wickets for 78 runs in 43 
overs. In his second innings, Hira scored a 
stunning 73 not out off 22 balls, including 
seven fours and seven sixes. His 50 was off 
12 balls. 

Shore is now second on the table behind 
Suburbs New Lynn, with Takapuna having 
slipped to fourth with two rounds to play. 
Takapuna’s match against Suburbs this 
weekend was delayed due to lockdown.

Good start… Takapuna wicketkeeper Quinn Sunde (left) 
congratulates Jayden Quensell after he caught North Shore opener 
Ronnie Hira on the first day of competition.  Shore gradually gained 
the ascendency to comfortably win the two-day championship match. 

Tucked away in the leafy suburb of 
Belmont, sits Eversleigh Hospital. A 
private, friendly 35 bed facility that of-
fers long term, hospital, rest home and 
respite care.

Surrounded by mature trees and na-
tive birdsongs. Eversleigh is a comfort-
able peaceful and cozy as any boutique 
homestay. Our point of difference be-
ing our size, we can offer a more per-
sonal and familiar approach with a fo-
cus on individuality. 

We have established colorful gardens 
and plenty of outdoor seating areas 
which provide the perfect backdrop for 
our regular outdoor activities including 
BBQ’S and Happy Hours. Our very own 
organic vegetable garden proves fresh 
greens and herbs daily.

Our A+grade kitchen and in-house 
chef offers a large variety of healthy 
balanced foods as well as daily home 
baked goodies.

Due to our comfortable size and our 
residents can enjoy one on one time 

as well as group activities to suit indi-
vidual likes and pastimes, from cook-
ing and Art clasess to guest entertain-
ers and outings. We also enjoy a good 
party! Including multi-cultural days and 
Karaoke.

Please feel free to make an 
appointment with our manager  

Sharon Hansen to visit  
and view the facility       

eversleigh.hospital@gmail.com

EVERSLEIGH HOSPITAL
Respect and Dignity for Individuality

June, our oldest resident,  
says she loves her privacy and her  
personalized room that overlooks  

the lovely garden trees, 

“I feel at home here,  
I love to participate in all the  
activities and outdoor fun.”
Johnnie who is a regular visitor to 
June also likes to take part in the 
many activities too and is always 

made to feel welcome.

12 Coronation Street  |  Belmont, Auckland 0622  |  Ph 09 4897292  |  Fax 09 4897249

Sat 21 Mar at 2.30pm
PROGRAMME

Bach  St Matthew Passion

ST MATTHEW-IN-THE-CITY
Cnr of Wellesley & Hobson Street, Auckland City

CONDUCTOR 
Timothy Carpenter

FEATURING
Jane Tankersly Soprano, 

Sarah Court Alto,
Lachlan Craig Tenor, 
James Harrison Bass,

Yotam Levy Cello Continuo, 
Dr Phillip Smith Organ

Just a ferry trip to the first classical concert 
on a Sunday afternoon in the  

Centre of Auckland post lockdown
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NEW LISTING

Bayswater 64 Bayswater Avenue

4 2 2 4

Auction (unless sold prior)

1.30pm, Thu 11 Mar 2021

28 Northcroft Street, Takapuna

Phone for viewing times

Linda Simmons027 459 0957

Kathryn Robertson 021 490 480

BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, DEVONPORT,

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, TAKAPUNA,

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Renovation masterclass

From humble beginnings as a 1920's bungalow to its current stunning transformation, this can only

be described as one epic renovation. An entertainer's haven with the perfect family flow, north-

facing back garden and a sun-bathed pool. Once inside, dark wooden floors lead down the hallway,

past three generous carpeted bedrooms and a beautiful large, family bathroom. The fourth

bedroom is the master, showcasing an abundance of cupboards and walk through wardrobing to

the ensuite. The kitchen boasts numerous work surfaces, excessive cabinetry, and a butler’s pantry

for the most discerning home chefs. Our vendors have taken great pride in their home - not another

house exists on the peninsula quite like this. The time to act is now!

bayleys.co.nz/1470427

bayleys.co.nz
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Devonport 20 Wicklow Road

4 1 3 2

Auction (unless sold prior)

1.30pm, Thu 4 Mar 2021

28 Northcroft Street, Takapuna

ViewSat/Sun 12-12.30pm

Kathryn Robertson 021 490 480

kathryn.robertson@bayleys.co.nz

BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, TAKAPUNA,

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Come home to Wicklow

The seamless fusion of a beautiful character bungalow and a clever contemporary addition results

in a timeless showcase of understated style at No. 20. This Narrow Neck home has got what every

family wants. Three bedrooms and two bathrooms in the main house, with a studio/rumpus/office

and bathroom in the back yard. Oh, and a hot tub! An impressive renovation in 2018 saw the

expensive ‘hidden’ work such as re-wiring and re-plumbing undertaken, and a full exterior re-paint.

The classic 1920’s front of the home has been enhanced and rejuvenated to include an interior re-

paint, a luxurious bathroom and ensuite, and custom-made shutters in all three bedrooms.

bayleys.co.nz/1451287

bayleys.co.nz
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NEW LISTING

Devonport 1/1 Cambria Road

2 1 2

Set Sale Date (unless sold prior)

4pm, Tue 23 Mar 2021

28 Northcroft Street, Takapuna

Phone for viewing times

Kathryn Robertson 021 490 480

kathryn.robertson@bayleys.co.nz

BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, TAKAPUNA,

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Solid gold 2021

The greatest hits of real estate looks like this … a chance to purchase one or two units on a flat

547sqm site, either individually as cross lease options, or as a whole site in Cambria Road,

Devonport. 1/1 Cambria is the two-bedroomed front unit, 2/1 Cambria is the two-bedroomed unit at

the rear. Each little home sits on a ½ share cross-lease title, with exclusive use rights in land and a

shared common driveway. Buy one or buy the other to own an amazing 1970’s brick and tile blank

canvas, ripe for renovation. Buy both units, and you will own a piece of absolute prime real estate on

a sunny, flat and sheltered slice of paradise bordering Cheltenham.

bayleys.co.nz/1451295

bayleys.co.nz

NEW LISTING

2 1 2

Set Sale Date (unless sold prior)

4pm, Tue 23 Mar 2021

28 Northcroft Street, Takapuna

Phone for viewing times

Kathryn Robertson 021 490 480

kathryn.robertson@bayleys.co.nz

BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, TAKAPUNA,

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

Solid gold 2021

bayleys.co.nz/1451295

The greatest hits of real estate looks like this … a chance to purchase one or two units on a flat

547sqm site, either individually as cross lease options, or as a whole site in Cambria Road,

Devonport. 1/1 Cambria is the two-bedroomed front unit, 2/1 Cambria is the two-bedroomed unit at

the rear. Each little home sits on a ½ share cross-lease title, with exclusive use rights in land and a

shared common driveway. Buy one or buy the other to own an amazing 1970’s brick and tile unit, 
ripe for renovation. Buy both units, and you will own a piece of absolute prime real estate ona 

sunny, flat and sheltered slice of paradise bordering Cheltenham.

Devonport 1/1 and 2/1 Cambria Road
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NEW LISTING

Devonport 1A/4 Fleet Street

3 1 2

Auction (unless sold prior)

1.30pm, Thu 18 Mar 2021

28 Northcroft Street, Takapuna

Phone for viewing times

Kathryn Robertson 021 490 480

kathryn.robertson@bayleys.co.nz

BAYLEYS REAL ESTATE LTD, TAKAPUNA,

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

City apartment in the village!

Super cool and beautifully presented, this freshly renovated apartment in the absolute heart of

Devonport’s village is the best kind of bolt hole. Three bedrooms (master with ensuite), kitchen,

open plan dining and lounge, main bathroom, decking, two car garaging and two storage units. All

situated within a boutique apartment complex in the heart of Devonport. Safety is paramount with

access to the apartment through security doors and an intercom system, ensuring security and

privacy at all times. Quality new kitchen and bathrooms complete this package! With village living

on your doorstep and vibrant Auckland city within a 12-minute ferry ride away, this is inner-city living

at its best. Call Kathryn for your private viewing or open homes as advertised.

bayleys.co.nz/1451294

bayleys.co.nz
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We guarantee 
our Workmanship

Backed by over 35 years’ experience 
of quality preparation and painting

ph ross kingdom 
021 723 413

registered 
professional painters Phone COLIN on 480 5864

RECOVER YOUR
LOUNGE SUITE

Call us for a free quotation and put the life
back into that favourite chair or lounge suite

AWARD FURNITURE

North Shore based renovations, 
new builds, design & project  

management since 1985.

Trustworthy licensed builders specialising  
in residential alterations/extensions, 

kitchens, bathrooms, tiling, re-cladding.

Contact Alex Carey on  
0274 660 666, or visit our website 

www.efd.kiwi

FENCE
BROTHERS

www.fencebros.co.nz

• FENCES
• PERGOLAS
•  DECKS

•  REtAiNiNG 
WALLS

•  PROPERtY MAiNtENANCE

CONtACt GREG 
FOR A FREE QUOtE

0800 336 232

“YOUR LOCAL ROOFER”

0800 7663 92
• RE-ROOFS
• NEW ROOFS
• LEAKS
• SPOUTING
www.relayroofing.co.nz

RENE GARDENING

SMALL & MEDIUM TREES
HEDGES & SHRUBS
PRUNING – TRIMMING
GARDEN TIDY UPS 
& MAINTENANCE

We look after your  
garden with care  
and passion. 

facebook.com/ReneGardening

         @renegardening

info@renegardening.co.nz
Rene: 021 134 5604

CLASSIFIEDS
ACCOMMODATION

FOR RENT Belmont: Self-
contained furnished light & 
airy 1-room garden studio/
flat w.cooking facilities & pri-
vate bathroom. Laundry and 
backyard shared with 2 other 
residents. Seeking self-suffi-
cient easy-going person who 
enjoys simple low-waste liv-
ing. $400pw. Contact Jennifer 
021 145 9042, jenniferh999@
gmail.com

SERVICES OFFERED
A1 Handyman - excellent 
work,  practical budget, most 
jobs welcome, interior/exterior 
free quote. Josh 021 261 8322.

TUITION
‘Mastering Art Retreat’ 
KeriKeri, Northland. Book now 
for the first weekend workshop 
- Life Drawing. March 27th & 
28th www.lucybucknall.com 
tel- 021 144 2791.

TUITION
Maths Coaching Offered. Year 
7 to year 13 welcomed.  15 
mins of chess with all my junior 
students. Ph Peter BE, Dip Tchg 
on 094451899 or 02108175037

WANTED
Cars Wanted. Cars Vans 4x4s Utes 
Trucks 24/7 Cash paid 0800203060

Tony Gasperini
Qualified Local Arborist

Tree & Tall Hedge Specialist

027 770-0099
Devonport, Auckland
tony.gasperini@gmail.com

0800 800 286
Professional | Friendly | Helpful

Lawn & Garden 
ServiceS

Free & FaST Quotes
residential & commercial

30 Years industry experience
· Lawn MowinG · GardeninG 

· PruninG · HedGeS · TriMMinG  
· weedinG · SecTion TidieS
www.crewcut.co.nz

Your local handyman in Devonport

021 1968 908 
vikinghandyman@yahoo.com
www.vikinghandyman.co.nz

Handyman

CARS 
WANTED

• Cars • Vans
• 4x4s • Utes  • Trucks 

24/7

0800 203 060

CASH PAID
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Doctor of Audiology, MNZAS

Your local hearing expert 
is Teresa Burns. She’ll 
listen to your hearing story 
and will see you at your 
appointment - every time.

Call: 09 475 9849
215 Wairau Rd, Glenfield, Auckland
2 Fleet Street, Devonport
www.teresaburnshearing.co.nz

Hear, every time 
North Shore

Hearing and Memory

Did you know hearing is good for your 
brain? Recent studies show people with 
mild hearing loss are twice as likely 
to develop dementia, and people with 
severe hearing loss are five times more 
likely1. If you or someone you love has 
trouble hearing, book in for a hearing 
check. If you have a hearing loss - wear 
hearing aids! If you have hearing aids - 
wear them!

1. Strutt, et al (2019). Hearing Loss & Dementia Incidence in 
Australia Findings from the Sydney Memory and Ageing Study

Nurse’s legacy to be remembered at hospice
The contributions of a plucky Takapuna 

nurse will be remembered at the new Harbour 
Hospice development. 

The Norah Hamblin Memorial Trust has 
made a sizable donation to the expansion of 
the facility, where a remembrance of Hamb-
lin, who died in 2013, aged 99, will be sited 
at a nurses’ station. 

Hamblin made a lasting contribution to the 
hospice as a volunteer, donor and bequestor. 
Her trust has continued the connection with 
what hospice described as a “significant gift”.

“The trustees requested a dedication in the 
nurses’ station because they knew that Norah, 
who was a nurse for 45 years, understood the 
value of palliative care and felt strongly about 
helping nurses develop their clinical skills,” 
a spokesperson said.

Hamblin began nursing in 1934 and 
became a skilled midwife. When she tried 
to join the war effort, she was turned down 

twice because her skills were considered es-
sential to services at home. In 1945 she finally 
asked her father to intervene and her matron 
was overruled, allowing her to join the New 
Zealand Army Nursing Service.

World War II was officially over when  
Hamblin reached England aboard the hospi-
tal ship Maunganui, but on the voyage, the 

ship picked up prisoners of war and families 
imprisoned during the war. In 1946 Hamblin  
travelled to Japan where she nursed the J 
Force Battalion. During her service she at-
tained the rank of captain. 

She subsequently spent a year as a mission-
ary midwife in India and made more than 10 
visits to Africa. When working in London, 
she once rode by pushbike to Edinburgh.

Back home in New Zealand, Hamblin con-
tinued nursing until the late 1970s, including 
time at St Helens Hospital in Auckland and as 
matron of Wakefield Hospital for seven years.

She had a long-standing relationship with 
Hospice on the North Shore, which was 
just around the corner from her Takapuna 
apartment.  

Work on the $20 million hospice expan-
sion on its Shea Tce site is set to begin, with 
completion due in late 2022. Fundraising 
continues.

Rotary gives garden  
a makeover

Milford Rotary volunteers have trans-
formed an overgrown garden at the entrance 
of Milford Rd as part of a beautification 
programme. Volunteers last month removed 
all of the ivy and rocks from the garden on 
the corner of Fenwick Ave and Shakespeare 
Rd at the Milford Rd end. 

“We wanted to clean up the entrance to 
Milford Village,” said Milford community 
service coordinator Alison Waugh. 

The Milford Business Association helped 
to fund the project. Topsoil was delivered at 
the end of last month and Kings Plant Barn 
in Forrest Hill delivered new plants. 

“We placed a paving wall around the gar-
den which has improved the look consider-
ably,” said Waugh. Volunteers will add bark 
to the area on Wednesday 10 March at 9am, 
Covid-19 alert levels permitting.

      Bring the family and  
       get to know your neighbours. 

Lots of activities for children and youth  
at 38 Hurstmere Road, Takapuna  

Saturday 20 March 2021 
    11am - 2pm.  

 

                 
 
 
 
    
       Connecting Communities  

Looking for a 
LocaL ELEctrician 

you can trust?

We specialise in residential 
service and maintenance

caLL us now for a free safety  
inspection valued at $99

caLL us now

029 128 7494
lewis@lakeroadelectrical.co.nz

www.lakeroadelectrical.co.nz

Life-long nurse remembered... 
Norah Hamblin during her army 
years (left) and later in life
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rymanhealthcare.co.nz

“WE’VE GOT A GREAT GANG HERE”
ADVERTISEMENT

Suellen Wilkins is open 
about the fact that if  
it weren’t for her husband 
Phil’s ‘double whammy’ 
diagnosis of Parkinson’s 
and dementia, retirement 
living would not have  
been on her radar.

Barely into her 70s  
and busy with their five 
grandchildren, she had a 
completely different future 
imagined with Phil, who  
she first met when she was 
just 14.

“It’s not what you expect to 
happen at this time of your 
life. I thought we were too 
young to move somewhere 
like this. But you just have 
to get on with it,” she says, 
holding back the emotion.

Suellen and Phil met  
in 1963 - they were both 
competitive swimmers 
representing their countries 
– New Guinea for Suellen 
and Fiji for Phil – at the 
South Pacific Games.

They married in 1971  
in Sydney where Suellen 
had gone to boarding 
school before moving back 
to Fiji, or ‘paradise’ as she 
refers to it.

They had a wonderful life, 
with Phil working for a large 
family company in Suva 
as the director of finance 
and Suellen as secretary 
to the finance director for 
WR Carpenters in Fiji and 
then Carlton Brewery as 
secretary to the manager 
in Suva.

When it came time for 
their two children to go 
to secondary school in 
1984 they moved to New 
Zealand, settling in Brown’s 
Bay for the next 35 years. 

Phil’s diagnosis came 
when he was just 58 – 
Suellen had noticed he had  
been struggling when doing 
their accounts.

“He was getting 
frustrated because, being  
an accountant, he was 
normally quite good at 
doing our tax returns,” 
says Suellen, who noticed 
that he also developed  
a shuffling gait.

“He handed everything 
over to me, including  
the driving about four  
years ago.”

Suellen and Phil rediscover life  
at William Sanders Village

With Phil’s condition 
deteriorating rapidly in the 
past couple of years, waking 
constantly in the middle of 
the night, and needing help 
with the basics of self-care, 
Suellen’s family and friends 
were getting worried about 
the huge toll it was taking 
on her.

“My son and daughter were 
getting worried as they 
could see I was suffering 
from depression and my 
sister Margie, who works 
in social welfare, told me 
I can’t let Phil’s dementia 
take both of us, which  
it would have if I hadn’t 
made the decision to move 
in here.”

As difficult as it was, 
Suellen realised it would 
be best for Phil to move 

into the care centre where 
she could be close to him 
in an apartment in the 
neighbouring block. With 
her son just down the 
road in Devonport and her 
daughter in Sandringham it 
was the perfect location.

“It’s only now that the fog is 
starting to lift and I feel like 
I’m starting to get my life 
back and I can work out my 
day to include him in the 
best way,” she says, four 
months after the big move.

“I’ve been able to go 
shopping or meet friends 
for lunch, I use the pool 
here and I’ve just started 
going for walks again, all 
things I couldn’t do before 
because I couldn’t leave 
Phil, so that’s been lovely.

Knowing that Phil is  
in safe hands has been 
hugely reassuring.

“The team here is  
just wonderful, they are 
very good at redirecting 
him and keeping him calm 
and happy.

“I’ll often take him to the 
café downstairs or I’ll join 
the special care residents 
for a game of bingo  
or something.”

One of the highlights of 
village life has been the 
wonderful friends she has 
already made and while the 
future looks different, it’s 
becoming brighter already.

“We’ve got a great gang 
here in this block, I’m 
having a few of them up 
here tonight for dinner.”

William Sanders Retirement Village 
7 Ngataringa Road, Devonport, 445 0909

SHOWHOME
SERIES
R Y M A N  H E A L T H C A R E

TUESDAY 9 – THURSDAY 18 MARCH
Every Tuesday & Thursday, 10am–2pm

Tour our beautiful showhomes and learn more 
about the lifestyle our village has to offer. 
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things I couldn’t do before 
because I couldn’t leave 
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him and keeping him calm 
and happy.

“I’ll often take him to the 
café downstairs or I’ll join 
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village life has been the 
wonderful friends she has 
already made and while the 
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becoming brighter already.
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having a few of them up 
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Retail / Sales assistant
Paramount Pools in Takapuna, one of the largest 
retailers in the New Zealand pool and spa industry, 
is looking for a part-time/full-time retail/sales assis-
tant to join the team at their newly opened store.
If you have the following attributes, we would be 
keen to hear from you. Positive ‘can do’ attitude, 
customer-service-focused, enjoy working as part 
of a team, ability to work flexible hours including 
some weekend work. Full training will be provided.

Apply via www.shorejobs.co.nz  
Applicants for this position must have  

NZ residency or a valid NZ work permit.

Bartender / Barista - Devonport  
Signal Hill, a NEW restaurant in Devonport 

opening early March 2021, is looking for 
talented Bartenders/Baristas. You will need 

to be able to create both classic and innova-
tive drinks exceeding customer needs and 
expectations. Must have 2 years exp, able 

to work as a team member with the ability to 
multitask. MUST have valid working  

VISA or permanent residency.  
If you have a “can-do” attitude and a  

genuine passion for food and people, then 
this fantastic opportunity is for you. 

Apply via www.shorejobs.co.nz

24 VICTORIA RD, DEVONPORT  |   S IGNALHILL .CO.NZ

Lovingly brought back to life to serve as a welcoming bar and 
restaurant where locals and visitors can enjoy great food, and 

share their own tales over a glass with family and friends.

An all-new familiar localRetrofit Specialist
The Double Glazing Company 

(North Shore)
The Double Glazing Company, is looking for a 
Retrofit Specialist to join our team. 
You would need to be a team player with a pas-
sion for professional and superior customer ser-
vice delivery. 
Experience in retrofitting double glazing into ex-
isting windows and doors would be an added 
advantage.  

Apply now via shorejobs.co.nz

Waiter/Waitress - Devonport  
Signal Hill is on the hunt for waitstaff to join 
our NEW restaurant in Devonport opening 

early March 2021.You will be working in a fun, 
fast-paced dynamic team, providing excellent 
customer service and food delivery as well as 
being part of an upbeat restaurant. Available to 
work nights and weekends, be cool under pres-
sure with the ability to multitask and use your 

initiative, willingness to work as part of a team.  
Must have immigration rights to work in NZ. 
If you have a genuine passion for food and  

people, then this fantastic opportunity is for you. 
Apply via www.shorejobs.co.nz

24 VICTORIA RD, DEVONPORT  |   S IGNALHILL .CO.NZ

Lovingly brought back to life to serve as a welcoming bar and 
restaurant where locals and visitors can enjoy great food, and 

share their own tales over a glass with family and friends.

An all-new familiar local

Newspaper Delivery  
($25/hr – need drivers’ licence)

Are you a student or looking to earn some extra 
cash? Give back to the local community by be-
ing part of the Devonport Flagstaff and Rangi-
toto Observer. We are on the hunt for an eager 
Newspaper Delivery person. 
This job requires a friendly manner, a warm 
smile and a few hours a week. Must have a valid 
drivers’ license.

Apply now via shorejobs.co.nz

Technology Sales Representative 
Abode Booking – Remote  

We’re looking for a results-driven 
Sales Representative to actively seek 
out and engage customer prospects.  

Basic + Commission-based salary 
structure, able to work remotely. Our 
support office is based in Devonport.
If this sounds like an interesting  
opportunity, then apply now via  

www.shorejobs.co.nz

Casual Relief Teachers
New Shoots Children’s Centre in 
Sunnynook is looking for casual relief 
teachers to join our team, inside and the 
outside of our amazing centre.
New Shoots is a place where children’s 
imagination is fostered, uninterrupted 
play is encouraged, and a lifelong love 
of learning begins. 
Casual work offered throughout the  
week, 4-8 hour shifts between 8am-5pm.
Apply now via www.shorejobs.co.nz

Cheltenham Milk Bar  
is looking for a Cafe Assistant 
Our small, family-owned cafe in Devon-

port is looking for a cafe worker part-time/
casual ideally with cafe/barista experience. 
The job also entails baking and sandwich- 
making. This position requires you to be 

available weekdays & weekends 7:30am – 
3pm with several roles/shifts available.

Apply via www.shorejobs.co.nz

Grounds Assistant 
The Wilson Home Trust Takapuna site is 

seeking a Grounds Assistant to support the 
Site Manager with a wide range of general 
grounds-maintenance duties. The role will 

require a good level of fitness and the  
ability to work unsupervised at times.  
This is a casual role and there will be  
a requirement for flexibility of hours.  

Generally it will require 4 to 8 hours a week, 
but possibly more during busy periods.

Apply via  www.shorejobs.co.nz

Live local. Work local.
www.shorejobs.co.nz
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Duty Manager
The Patriot is looking for a Duty Manager  
to join our busy and fast-paced team, to start  
as soon as possible.  The ideal candidate 
MUST have the following:
•  Experience in a Duty Manager role
•  Valid working VISA or NZ residency
• Duty Manager’s Certificate/Licence
•  Able to work as rostered, days, evenings, 
weekends and public holidays

• Able to work alone and/or manage a team
• Previous Bar/Restaurant Experience
If you have your Duty Manager’s Certificate, 
please add this to your application. 
Salary based on skill and experience.

Apply via www.shorejobs.co.nz

Reporter wanted 
North Shore

Mid-grade reporter sought for our 
fortnightly papers: The Rangitoto 
Observer and The Devonport Flagstaff. 
Immediate start. 
General news, sports, council and 
feature writing. 
Photography skills needed.
Could suit someone returning to work or 
wanting to move to Auckland. 
Living in Takapuna/Milford an advantage. 
Work with a fun team with more than 
100 years’ collective experience. 
Our reporters have won numerous 
Voyager and community newspaper 
awards over two decades. 

Send CV to Rob Drent:  
rob@devonportflagstaff.co.nz

Issue 1 – 15 March 2019DELIVERED FORTNIGHTLY AN INDEPENDENT VOICEIssue 1 – 15 March 2019DELIVERED FORTNIGHTLY AN INDEPENDENT VOICEIssue 1 – 15 March 2019DELIVERED FORTNIGHTLY AN INDEPENDENT VOICE

FOR EMPLOYERS
•  Advertise online and in print 

•  Jobs appear instantly online

•  Promoted to FB Jobs, Google Jobs and 
other platforms

•  Includes targeted scout mails  

•  Includes display advertising  
in Devonport Flagstaff and/or  
Rangitoto Observer

•  Managed search also available

FOR CANDIDATES
•  Connect to employers 

•  Search positions vacant 

•  Sign up for our JOBMAIL

•  Apply directly to hiring managers

Live local. Work local.

www.shorejobs.co.nz

Tel: 09 445 0060
sales@devonportflagstaff.co.nz

Job ad  

packages  

from $125 

+GST

Hayden McCallum General Manager Waitemata Golf Club

Our new Head Chef to run our  
refurbished kitchen and F&B menu  

at Waitemata Golf Club found out about us 
via the ShoreJobs partner network.  

The ShoreJobs service was efficient and 
excellent value for the service provided.

Monique Nyemecz Practice Manager Devonport Family Practice

We were able to hire an experienced  
Medical Receptionist within weeks of  

listing with ShoreJobs. She saw the job  
in the Rangitoto Observer and applied 

directly to us via ShoreJobs.

Hayden Collier Manager iStore Takapuna

Thanks to the Shore Jobs team for helping 
us hire our most recent staff member.  

Soon after listing our job with ShoreJobs 
we received a shortlist of great candidates. 
One person in particular was a stand out. 
We interviewed him immediately and he 
joined our retail sales team the following 

week. Thanks Shore Jobs!
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Gallery on the move
Long-standing Devonport business 

Art by the Sea will reopen in Takapuna 
next month. 

The dealer gallery is moving to 
Hurstmere Rd opposite the Bruce 
Mason Centre, in the former premises 
of GPK restaurant, because the corner 
building it has occupied on King Edward 
Pde for 29 years needed earthquake 
strengthening. 

Owners Mike and Linda Geers were 
unable to find well-priced temporary 
accommodation in Devonport. Being 
less reliant on tourists than some local 
businesses they hope to retain strong 
North Shore support in the new location.

Street art... Melissa Powell with 
Jesse Jensen’s mural of botanist 
Leonard Cockayne

A second mural is being planned for Sun-
nynook to reduce graffiti tagging near the 
Countdown supermarket. 

The concrete wall next to Countdown on 
Sycamore Dr, across from the Sunnynook 
Community Centre, is regularly tagged and 
then painted over by Auckland Council. 

After the successful completion of Sun-
nynook Community Centre’s mural of New 
Zealand botanist Leonard Cockayne (for whom 
a Sunnynook crescent is named) in January, a 
concept for a new mural is being discussed by 
the Sunnynook Community Association. 

The mural was painted to be the first artwork 
on a Sunnynook Art Trail from the Sunnynook 
Bus Station to Lyford Reserve. 

The project is the brainchild of Sunnynook 
Residents Association member Melissa Powell. 
“Sunnynook has the busiest community centre 
on the North Shore,” she says. “There has been 
a really positive reaction from the community.” 

She says the mural has sparked a lot of curi-
osity in the community.

Powell is also interested in putting murals 
on fences if residents would like to offer their 
fences for the Sunnynook Art Trail. 

“Murals are great conversation starters and 
by getting involved in these projects, I have 
been surprised at the contribution we have made 
to the community,” she says.

The mural was painted by graffiti artist Jesse 
Jensen, who is also known as Ares Artifex.

Sunnynook mural may be the first of many

PH: 489 8360
PUMPHOUSE.cO.nz

W
ha

t’s
 O

n Face Masks
12–14 March 
A hilarious, relevant story  
about Covid-19 presented by 
i-Start Chinese Theatre.

The RVMES
19 March 
The RVMES Album Release 
Show with support 
from Big Tasty.

Lead zipline
20 March 
An evening of the  
world’s greatest ever  
hard rock music!

48 Victoria Road | (09) 446 0100 | www.thevic.co.nz

NOW SHOWING 
Chaos Walking (M) 109min  NEW
Cousins (PG) 98min  NEW
Nomadland (M) 108min  NEW
Raya and The Last Dragon (PG) 107min  NEW
Botticelli, Florence and the Medici (E) 90min  NEW
The Food Club (M) 99min  NEW
The Marksman (R13) 108min  NEW
Supernova (M) 94min  NEW
Blackbird (M) 97min  Preview Screenings 5-7 MAR
The Rocky Horror Picture Show  
with Hot & Flustered Shadowcast (M)  5 MAR 

COMING SOON 
Seaweek 2021  10 MAR
Blackbird (M) 97min  11 MAR
The Dissident (M) 117min  11 MAR
Judas and The Black Messiah  11 MAR
Esoligh with Grassmouth - Live Show  12 MAR

SPECIALS
CHEAP TUESDAY 
$10 Adult / $8 Child
*EXCEPT PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

VENUE HIRE

Closed during Covid Level 3 
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premium.co.nz |  F ine Homes |  F ine Apartments |  F ine Li festyles

Positioned on 3,598sqm of very private landscaped grounds with riparian rights you will discover this architectural 
gem. Expansive spaces ensure total relaxation in the 670sqm home with 4 living rooms, 5 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms, 
4 car garaging, swimming pool and spa. A self-contained guest suite with separate entrance includes kitchen, 
dining, lounge and en suited bedroom. The ever changing views are truly panoramic.

HAURAKI  
Luxury Living | Commanding Clifftop

PREMIUM.CO.NZ/80052 
VIEW | PLEASE CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT 
SET DATE OF SALE | WEDNESDAY 31 MARCH 2021 AT 4 PM UNLESS SOLD PRIOR

JELENA FREEMAN 021 65 65 63 
JelenaFreeman@premium.co.nz 
TAKAPUNA 916 6000 
PREMIUM REAL ESTATE LTD LICENSED REA 2008

JIM MAYS 021 937 766 
JimMays@premium.co.nz 
TAKAPUNA 916 6000 
PREMIUM REAL ESTATE LTD LICENSED REA 2008


