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Postponed Takapuna concerts may go cityside
Marquee concerts planned for Takapuna 

Beach during the America’s Cup campaign 
and postponed due to Covid-19 have been 
rescheduled for next March – but it is not 
guaranteed they will be held in Takapuna.

Mission Bay is also being considered as 
a venue for the events on 5 and 6 March, 

2022, with a final decision expected within 
two weeks.

The four concerts – featuring stars including 
Dave Dobbyn, Tami Neilson and Hollie Smith 
– were mired in controversy from the start, 
with organiser Laurence Carey put through a 
gruelling Liquor Licensing Authority hearing 

to get permission to supply alcohol at the 
events.

The use of Takapuna Beach Reserve for 
the Waterbourne Festival had earlier been 
opposed by some Devonport-Takapuna Local 
Board members including Ruth Jackson, said 
Carey, and it was only due to To page 2

Residents sort the weeds from the trees
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Weed-eaters... Michelle and David Morrison (centre) and fellow Takapuna resident Ted Berry stand 
by a nikau palm they are freeing from the clutches of seeding palm grass. Their working bees at 
Henderson Park and on the walkway to Sylvan Park, Milford, are an example of the many volunteers 
making a difference to the state of reserves across the North Shore. Find out more on pages 4-5 

Are you ready to be brilliant?
Enter now for your chance to win premium 
hearing aids. Scan the QR code or visit 
earhealth.co.nz/hear-better-be-brilliant/
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Oarsome costumes make waves at Beach Series finale 

In the pink… Jason Herriman was among entrants who got into the spirit of a retro-themed final night 
of the Beach Series summer races at Takapuna Beach last Tuesday. More pictures p12-14 

Preserving coastal track no walk in the park

To page 3 

The future of a hugely popular coastal 
track between Takapuna and Milford is set to 
be secured as Auckland Council negotiates 
with a property owner over purchasing his 
historic bach.

People have been walking through Paul 
Firth’s garden since 2011, when a wooden 
bridge was washed away in a storm.

At that time, the council found it had never 
been an official bridge and rebuilding would 

require a coastal consent, which required ap-
proval from all affected landowners.

Firth, now 74, withheld his consent because 
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‘Sacred’ pohutukawa trees  
turn into a menace... p4

‘Orange plastic’ playground design under fire
The proposed design of the new play-

ground to be installed at Nile Reserve, 
Milford, has been questioned. 

“It’s functional, but it feels like a bit of 
missed opportunity to make it greater,” 
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board member 
Toni van Tonder told fellow board members 
on seeing the plans. 

“It’s a big orange plastic thing,” she said. 
While a playground upgrade would be ap-
preciated in the area, for a similar budget the 
Kawerau Reserve in Devonport was getting 
a more natural-looking design. The Nile 
Reserve equipment was more cookie-cutter, 

similar to that at the Rose Centre, Belmont. 
Member Trish Deans said she thought 

the new design would turn the reserve into 
a “very cute little spot”. It was a traditional 
approach, but it would fit in and be fenced.

Van Tonder suggested guidelines might 
usefully be drawn up for playgrounds, 
with board members to get more input with 
Auckland Council staff on the style they 
considered would suit individual sites. This 
could include items such as shade, Maori 
design elements and extra planting.

A council official said one avenue board 
members could express their views was 
through play-space audits, with input to 
the council’s Community Facilities team. 
The board voted in support of more de-
tailed preparatory work proceeding on the 
proposed design.

Takapuna shows may be lost to Mission Bay
the support of then board chair Aidan Bennett 
and member Toni van Tonder that the event 
proceeded, he said. 

Waterbourne had cost $1 million to put 
on and it had run at a considerable loss, 
with legal bills, resource consents and stage 
building running into “hundreds of thousands 
of dollars”, Carey said.

He had wanted to hold a Waterbourne event 
at Takapuna on a yearly basis, but this was now 
unlikely to be pursued. 

“The new board chair is Ruth Jackson, who 
has made it pretty clear she does not want 
Waterbourne.”

Jackson told the Observer she had had 
initial concerns about the ticketing aspects of 
the Waterbourne events on Takapuna Beach 
Reserve. But after discussion the board had 
unanimously given the event landowner 
consent.

“I think everyone was looking forward 

to Waterbourne – a colourful event after the 
year we had.. but it was very badly affected 
by the Covid lockdown. It was terrible for 
him (Carey), I really felt for him…he poured 
two years of his life into organising the series 
of events.”

Carey said he was disappointed with the way 
his large Takapuna event was handled by the 
authorities. It had originally been planned for 
Mission Bay, but it was transferred to Takapuna 
after talks with local business association head 
Terence Harpur, but then ran into road blocks.

Takapuna was getting a reputation as a place 
to be avoided by major event companies, which 
was “a tragedy for Terence and Takapuna 
businesses and the community who want 
vibrant events happening”, Carey said. 

It was easier to hold events without liquor, 
but to make them commercially viable “you 
have to sell something”. 

In the Covid-affected programme, 
Waterborne was essentially a free event, but 
there were only “so many ice creams and 
fish and chips” you can sell to make money, 
Carey said. 

While bruised by this year’s Waterbourne, 
Carey maintained he had “not checked out 
on Takapuna”. He was working on a smaller 
event in the town centre, and beach activities 
such as the paddle board nationals and World 
Paddle Boarding champs were still possible at 
Takapuna Beach, he said.

Jackson said Waterbourne would be 
welcome to apply to host another event. “I 

don’t understand his concerns about events 
in Takapuna... every application is judged on 
its merits.”

Takapuna and the wider board area would 
continue to host events “as it always had”, 
Jackson said.

Carey’s pre-event difficulties had centred on 
liquor licensing aspects of his application ahead 
of any perceived conflict with her or the local 
board, Jackson said. 

Takapuna Beach Business Association chief 
executive Terence Harpur said over the last 
few years event organisers had “ expressed 
immense frustration” trying to hold events 
in Takapuna due to the Local Board needing 
to give landowner consent to use the beach 
reserve. (This is standard city wide).

“The Local Board and Auckland Council 
places huge restrictions on events that are often 
very prohibitive and make it not financially or 
operationally possible to stage it effectively,” 
Harpur said. “Many event organisers have said 
they won’t bother coming back to Takapuna as 
it’s a huge risk not to be given consent or have 
massive restrictions placed on the event, while 
other Local Boards around Auckland are very 
supportive of doing events and welcome them 
such as in Mission Bay, Orewa and Central 
Auckland.”

In the future, Harpur hoped the Local Board 
would be able to see the massive benefits 
events brought Takapuna, both to the commu-
nity who enjoyed them and to businesses who 
benefited from people visiting and spending.
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Takapuna workers are still nabbing parks 
off Auburn St intended for dropping off 
disabled people and young children, 
says Devonport-Takapuna Local Board 
member Jan O’Connor.

Around 50 to 60 cars took spaces 
early each day, making parking tricky 
for those visiting the PHAB organisation, 
Takapuna playcentre and the other 
groups based in the reserve area that 
also borders the Takapuna Croquet 
Club and leads to Patuone Reserve 
walkway. 

“People are getting fed up,” O’Connor 
said.

She had raised the matter in 2019 and 
since, asking for Auckland Transport to 
better police the situation. 

Parking permits should be provided 
to the clubs and organisations, she 
suggested.

Parking issues 
fester

When Castor Bay resident Peter Cosse-
boom broke his wrist last year it led to the 
unwelcome news that the active 56-year-
old had osteoporosis. 

But thanks to North Shore Hospital hav-
ing a world-recognised fracture screening 
programme, his condition was identified 
for preventive treatment. 

The keen ocean swimmer is now back 
competing and thankful the signs were 
picked up early. 

“In some ways it’s a bit comforting,” he 
says. “You know you’ve something that’s 
not ideal, but it’s better to find out in your 
mid-50s and you can do something about 
it, rather than breaking your hip at 80.”

The actuary had no reason to suspect he 
was at risk. Both his elderly grandmother 
and his mother in Hamilton had had falls 
with no breakages. His own break, which 
followed a minor ankle fracture 20 years 
earlier in a twist to avoid a car, came about 
on a visit to a friend when Auckland’s long 
Covid-19 lockdown lifted. He remembers 
the time well because he was looking for-
ward to getting back in the ocean, resum-
ing regular 4km swims from Castor Bay 
along Milford Beach to the Thorne Bay 
reef marker and sometimes to the south 
end of Takapuna Beach.

Cosseboom slipped on some grass. 
“I put my hand down, as you do, and 
thought, ‘that hurts’.” 

From there it was off to hospital, an X-ray, 
and then a referral for a scan. He was told it 
was not uncommon for signs of the degenera-
tive bone disease to show up in people his age. 

An infusion to help strengthen his bones 
followed, and his status will be monitored with 
appointments every few years. “I’d rather find 
out now than later” is how he looks at it.

His case is an example of why screening 
fractures from people aged 50-plus is worth-

while. While this is now common across the 
country’s district health boards, the Waitemata 
DHB was the first to set up a dedicated fracture 
liaison service at North Shore Hospital in 2012. 

It has since advanced its treatment, with the 
level of care recently winning a Gold Standard 
citation from the International Osteoporosis 
Foundation. 

“Waitemata is a beacon of best-practice 
across the country,” says Associate Professor 
Paul Mitchell, a steering group member of the 
foundation’s Capture the Fracture initiative.

“On a global level, they’ve been an in-
novator that’s ahead of the curve.” 

The fracture liaison service is led by 
endocrinologist Dr David Kim, with spe-
cialist nurses Julia Spinley and Michelle 
Cowley. They identify and intervene in 
around 1500 cases per year of people who 
report to emergency services.

Falls are the most common cause of 
injury for people aged over 65. The Ac-
cident Compensation Corporation (ACC) 
says up to 60 per cent of older people 
suffer falls each year, with 10 to 20 per 
cent of them injured, hospitalised or even 
dying as a result. 

ACC spends nearly $200 million a year 
helping that age group recover. Treatment 
costs are expected to balloon as the popu-
lation ages. 

ACC’s manager of targeted investment, 
Paul Kennedy, says: “Fracture liaison 
services play a critical role in identifying 
the underlying issues that could lead to a 
fracture and putting individualised plans 
in place to reduce the risk.” 

Cosseboom has advised to add weight-
bearing exercise to his fitness routine as 
an osteoporosis preventative measure. 
He now tries to fit in gym visits on top of 
swimming, which included all 18 weeks 
of the Takapuna Beach Series. 

His most recent organised swim was 
this month’s Devonport Masters event from 
Cheltenham to Narrow Neck. In 2018-19, he 
won Global Swim Series Champion recogni-
tion, in the male non-wet suit category for 
amassing points over 11 races. 

Dietary advice is another part of the pro-
gramme. Cosseboom was told to increase his 
calcium levels by consuming more milk and 
cheese. 

“I’m having enough trouble with keeping 
weight off,” jokes the trim swimmer.

Lucky break brings diagnosis and treatment

Back in the water... Keen swimmer Peter 
Cosseboom is back competing after being 
treated for osteoporosis

Southern Cross North Harbour Hospital 
has opened a new ward, adding to surgical 
capacity on the North Shore. 

Designed to provide enhanced infection 
protection, the new ward at the hospital in 
Wairau Rd supplies 10 additional rooms 
with accompanying ensuites, and includes a 
quieter nurse-call system. It also uses smart-
building technology to maintain room tem-
perature and monitor energy consumption.

The development at the only private sur-
gical in-patient hospital on the Shore helps 
meet demand for orthopaedic and general 
surgeries.

The expansion follows Waitemata District 
Health Board announcing a new block at 
North Shore Hospital, to add 150 more beds 
and eight endoscopy suites to the facility by 
2023. It will connect to the main hospital 
building via a sky bridge.

New ward opens at Southern Cross

Up to 10,000 people visited the temporary 
ice skating rink in central Takapuna over its 
two-and-half weeks stay which finished at 
the end of the last school holidays. 

A debrief had yet to be held with rink-
provider Paradice, but Takapuna Beach 
Business Association chief executive, 
Terence Harpur, said around 6000 skaters 
had been on the ice, with numbers swelled 
to between 8000 and 10,000 people when 

parents and caregivers were included. 
The flow-on to Takapuna businesses was 

immense, Harpur said. “Parents were tak-
ing their kids out for lunch after a skating 
session or meeting up for dinner prior to the 
night skating.”

It was a great shot in the arm for Takapuna 
business, Harpur said. 

“I was really happy to see people with as-
mile on their faces after the year we’ve had.”

Takapuna ice-skating rink proves a drawcard



The RangiToTo obseRveR  Page 4 May 14, 2021

Pest patrol: Residents making a difference     in reserves
“I had no idea of the extent of the problem 

in our parks,” says volunteer weeder Michelle 
Morrison. 

As a member of the Friends of Henderson 
Park group, the Takapuna ratepayer has been 
helping to tame pest-plant growth along the 
north-eastern edge of Lake Pupuke. She decided 
to dig in after gaining an insight into the prob-
lems through her involvement with the Pupuke 
Birdsong Project and its predator-control efforts.

“It’s obvious the council is not effectively 
maintaining our public green spaces,” Morrison 
told the Devonport-Takapuna Local Board at its 
latest community forum. 

She came to the monthly session with a mes-
sage that more resources were needed for the 
project’s environmental co-ordinator and for 
the wider battle to keep both plant and animal 
pests in check.

Morrison is one of hundreds of environmen-
tally aware residents who are quietly cham-
pioning reserves across the local board area. 
The number of volunteer groups in reserves in 
the north of the board area (from Takapuna to 
Sunnynook) has grown from nine to 25 in just 
over a year. 

School and work groups are among those 
helping by adopting a reserve. Some garden, 
others set traps for rats and a few have possums 
in their sights (see opposite page). 

From pocket parks to larger reserves, com-
munity-minded people are pitching in to make 
these more appealing places for native birds 
and for people to enjoy. Gaps in the network of 
reserves that are cared for by volunteers mean 
more helpers are always wanted.

“There is just too much to do,” Morrison told 
board members. She is one of a four-member 
group, including husband David, tending to 
Henderson Park. 

The quartet put in 30 to 40 voluntary hours 
a month. They tear up ivy, trim back bamboo 
and root out pesky Chinese windmill palms in 
the hope of getting these invasive species under 
more control so council contractors can better 
maintain the public spaces.

“Pest plants should not have been allowed to 
get this bad,” Morrison told board members. Just 

Lady of the lake... Michelle Morrison 
is watching the weeds along the 
north-east walkway of Lake Pupuke

Tree massacre along the golden mile
The loss of more big trees on the North 

Shore has prompted a plea to the Devonport-
Takapuna Local Board for better protection of 
important individual trees.

Along 750m of Takapuna’s golden mile – the 
blue-chip residential stretch of Hurstmere Rd 
leading into Kitchener Rd – nine large trees had 
been felled on six properties, said concerned 
local Michelle Morrison. 

These included an oak, a large karaka, a 
totara and a number of older pohutukawa trees. 

One pohutukawa was chopped from a road-
side verge, breaching a development resource 
consent, she said. 

“Most of these properties had recently 
changed ownership and the trees were de-

stroyed soon after purchase. And this is just a 
small selection of what is happening on a larger 
scale across our community.”

Morrison said specimen trees of such size 
and age were irreplaceable. “We also need this 
‘corridor’ of established trees for the birdlife.”

Their loss was changing the environment 
that made the North Shore what it was, she said.

Members were sympathetic to Morrison’s 
call for specific trees to be more easily pro-
tected. 

She said “appropriate meaningful conse-
quences” where needed for those who felled 
trees in breach of rules. 

Incoming board chair Ruth Jackson said 
councils were no longer able to impose general 

protection for trees over a certain size and it 
could cost thousands per tree to get them back 
on a schedule. 

She understood that widespread national 
concern about the loss of trees had led to a remit 
to be put up at the upcoming Local Government 
Association conference of council representa-
tives which she was attending. This would call 
on the government to enable councils to rein-
state greater tree protections.

The protections were overridden under Re-
source Management Act changes instituted by 
the last National-led Government.

Planning provisions that allow building 
within 1m of a property boundary are also 
having an impact.

that morning, the group had removed 10 smaller 
palms. There were hundreds more to deal with 
around the lakeside reserves, including lots at 
the bottom of Pierce Rd in Milford.

It did not make sense, said Morrison, that the 
council could spend on additional planting, yet 
was not properly controlling the spread of what 
was already there.

Along the lake, at the larger Sylvan Park, 
more volunteers regularly toil away. A new 
area of focus is the adjoining and lesser-known 

Kitchener Park reserve, home to the Milford 
Tennis Club. It can be accessed from a path 
that runs between Pierce Rd and Dodson Ave. 

The Milford Residents Association arranged 
for surplus nikau palms to be transferred to 
a glade there, and now Rotary members are 
mulching and helping with a tidy-up.

Milford Residents’ Association co-chair 
Norma Bott, who also attended the community 
forum, called on the board to push for the council 
to improve the Kitchener Park path and to cut 
back growth on fences along it. 

Improved park entrances and signage ac-
knowledging that the land with established 
native trees had been gifted by early resident 
William Rushbrook would emphasis its history 
and separate identity from Sylvan Park, she said. 

Residents wishing to donate a park bench in 
memory of a loved one might consider the park, 
she said, given that Milford Reserve had been 
over-subscribed with such requests. 

Both women’s reports were received, with 
board thanks for their efforts. “We have heard 
you,” said member Trish Deans.

Morrison was told provision for more funding 
for the work of Takapuna North’s environmental 
co-ordinator, Fiona Martin, was included in the 
board’s yet-to-be-signed-off work plan. Kitch-
ener Park was “on the list for maintenance”, 
an official reported, but meeting chair Aidan 
Bennett cautioned Bott it would remain a chal-
lenge for the board to get extra funding from 
the cash-strapped council for any new projects.

“The more we get people on board [to help] 
the more we exercise our own responsibility 
in our area or backyard,” said member Toni 
van Tonder.

For voluntary helpers such as the Morrisons, 
this is what they do already, but Michelle told 
the board: “While it is satisfying to see what we 
have achieved, there is a fine line between the 
goodwill of volunteering and the expectation 
that volunteers will carry out tasks for which 
the council is actually responsible.”

Anyone wishing to find out more can learn 
about the Pupuke Birdsong Project at www.
takapunatrust.org.nz or email about volunteering 
to enviro@takapunatrust.org.nz
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Pest patrol: Residents making a difference     in reserves
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Trap chap... Warrick Smith
 (right) at Kitchener Park 

finds peanut butter is a lure

Targeting possums to bring back the birds
Milford resident Warrick Smith caught 

a dozen possums in two-and-a-half weeks 
using just one trap.

It underlines how many of the furry pests 
are out there, he says.

Living close to Sylvan and Kitchener 
Parks over the last few years, he has heard 
possums grunting in the evenings. He has 
also noticed relatively little birdsong. With 
fruiting natives trees, including puriri in 
the parks, he says: “There should be lots of 
wood pigeons and native bird life – but it’s 
pretty quiet.”

Put that limited bird-song partly down to 
possums, explaining why Smith agreed to 
volunteer his time to try to keep the popula-
tion in check. “I’d trapped possums as a kid, 
so I was used to setting the traps and check-
ing them,” he explains. But he admits the 
aftermath “can be confronting”.

This is a reason why urban environmental 
groups can struggle to find people willing to 
deal with the larger pests. 

Pupuke Birdsong Project co-ordinator 

Fiona Martin, says rat-trapping volunteers are 
easier to come by, with few people feeling 
squeamish about getting rid of them, whereas 
some see possums as nice furry animals. 

“They eat baby birds alive out of their 
nests,” she points out. Possums can also at-
tack pet cats and they eat new shoots of trees, 
making them an all-round pest.

While it is hard to get a firm fix on total 
numbers, there are plenty out there. Seven 
were caught late last month over a week 
in Patuone Reserve, Takapuna, by another 
volunteer, said Martin. At least one had been 
snared in Henderson Park recently. Over six 
weeks in summer, several dozen possums 
were caught at Wairau Creek.

Another worrisome predator, a stoat, had 
been spotted on the western edges of Lake 
Pupuke, where wild rabbits would have been 
a drawcard, said Martin.

Her counterpart for the Devonport pen-
insula, Lance Cablk, co-ordinator of the 
Restoring Takarunga Hauraki environmental 
group, spoke out recently after six possums 

were caught in five days in Jutland Reserve, 
Hauraki. A volunteer there agreed to set 
two traps after tree damage indicated their 
presence. Cablk is concerned the catch at 
Hauraki indicates possums are reinvading 
the peninsula from the more forested areas 
of the North Shore. 

Historic efforts had helped keep them at 
bay, but he is now working on creating a 
“line of defence” to keep them from coming 
south in numbers towards Devonport. Rat 
trapping was still the peninsula pest priority, 
said Cablk, but awareness was growing of 
the possum threat.

Martin says possums are also present in 
Lyford Reserve, Sunnynook. Water sources 
were a drawcard, which explained the clus-
ters around Lake Pupuke.

Meanwhile, for trapper Smith, a welcome 
sound in Kitchener Park last week was the 
call of a morepork. He hopes his dealing to 
the possums might ensure it and other species 
have a better chance of finding a mate and 
raising chicks.
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To sell or not to sell? That is the question that 
continues to divide the Devonport-Takapuna 
Local Board when it comes to community as-
sets. A 3-3 split in the views of board members, 
led the new chair, Ruth Jackson, to exercise 
her first casting vote last week, coming down 
against sales planned by Auckland Council, 
in a reversal of the position taken when Aidan 
Bennett was in the top seat.

Jackson and her Heart of the Shore ticket, 
comprising new deputy chair Jan O’Connor 
and member Trish Deans, now have the bal-
ance of power to sway board votes, after the 
prearranged mid-term switch of chairs. 

But it’s academic, because the council has 
the final say and its property division Panuku 
has already listed the old library at No 2 The 
Strand and Devonport’s former council cham-
bers as unwanted assets. 

Along with various council reserves, includ-
ing on Blomfeld Spa, Takapuna, and in Forrest 
Hill, a decision on their sale will be made by 
mid-year.

Jackson told the Observer she considered 
it important to ensure opposition to the move 
to sell No. 2 The Strand and 3 Victoria Rd, 
Devonport was recorded. 

“We need to let them know where we stand.” 
But the reality, she accepted, was that it would 
be “a Panuku and governing body decision 
down the line”.

The other reality is division and lengthy 
debate on a handful of issues continue to 
dominate board meetings. 

This obscures the areas where the board does 

find common cause. In terms of its feedback 
to the council’s 10-year Budget plans  – which 
sparked the asset sales vote – most clauses of 
a lengthy recommendation by Jackson were in 
the end supported by Bennett, former deputy 
chair George Wood and by member Toni van 
Tonder. 

Van Tonder proposed several uncarried 
amendments and, like Bennett, asked for her 
dissenting vote to be recorded on the clause 
of Jackson’s substantive motion that opposed 
selling the two heritage-listed buildings.

All board members agreed on asking for 
Wairau estuary work to be specifically named 
by the council as a beneficiary of spending 
from its Water Quality Targeted Rate. They 
further noted that the board’s own efforts to im-
prove water quality were difficult to progress 
within existing local board budgets. 

Greater tree protection moves were unani-
mously urged, asking the council to fund a plan 
change and to clear a backlog of notable-tree 
applications.

The reinstatement of a city-wide $20 mil-
lion transport fund dropped under last year’s 
emergency budget was also sought, so that, 
locally, a shared walking and cycling con-
nection between Esmonde Rd and Francis St 
could be progressed. Concern that the renewal 
of Bayswater Ferry Terminal was not included 
in the council’s main long-term plans was also 
expressed.

The board generally accepted the council’s 
need to impose a one-off 5 per cent rate rise, 
accompanied by increased borrowing and 

ongoing operational savings, so as to maintain 
council service levels and not jeopardise major 
projects, including the Lake Rd upgrade. But 
it was back to division over whether airport 
and port company shares should be sold to 
offset council revenue shortfalls behind the 
finance crunch.

Jackson denied hers was a blanket opposi-
tion to asset sales. She wanted the alternative of 
airport and port share sales to be explored, be-
cause even if the council had done so already, 
this had not been publicly detailed. 

“If the chair is suggesting we sell shares and 
keep assets that are a noose around our necks 
I’m not sure it’s a good idea,” said Bennett. 

Van Tonder said the shares had in pre-Covid 
times returned regular dividends to the council, 
helping keep rates rises in check. Selling them 
would be short-sighted. Keeping deteriorating 
assets made no sense. “Get rid of them, release 
the funds and do something meaningful for our 
community.”

Outside the meeting, Jackson reiterated her 
view to the Observer that No. 2 The Strand 
and the Devonport chambers should be saved 
for community use or leased to commercial 
interests willing to do them up. 

Talk of them being an earthquake risk was 
largely a red herring, she claimed, given they 
had not been red- or yellow-carded, just left 
empty to deteriorate with 35-year notices of 
the need to upgrade them.

In the case of No. 2 The Strand, the council 
could use it, rather than lease office space over 
the road, she said.

Powerless board still split over asset sales

Changing of the guard a local first as female duo take top board jobs
The Devonport-Takapuna Local Board’s first woman chair, Ruth 

Jackson, will run her first regular monthly council meeting next week. 
Long-serving board member Jan O’Connor is her deputy. 

The pre-agreed mid-term swap of duties with Aidan Bennett officially 
began in late April, with little fanfare. 

Takapuna Beach Business Association chief executive Terence Har-

pur and North Shore councillor Richard Hills attended Bennett’s final 
monthly meeting as chair, with Harpur saying he wanted to acknowledge 
Bennett and his deputy chair, George Wood. “Thank you for all the work 
you have put in,” he said.

Harpur acknowledged Jackson and O’Connor’s new roles. He was 
looking forward to working with them to help business in tough times.
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2021 SOUTH ISLAND TOUR
19 DAYS

15 October 2021
COST $4,450*    

Check us out 
on Facebook!

Cost of tour based on twin share.
For an itinerary please ring MARGARET

www.margaretsgoldentours.com

TOLL FREE 0800 77 00 70Enquiries 
any time: 

Phone: 06 357 3619   Mob: 027 269 4277 
Email: margaretjjones13@yahoo.com

*$165pp FAREWELL SPIT TOUR INCLUDED IN COST

2022 SOUTH ISLAND TOUR
20 DAYS

20 March 2022
COST $4,350    

Local Glazing Services including:
•  Mirrors •  Broken Windows
•  Hush Glass •  Low E Thermal
•  Glass •  Safety Glass
•  Reputties •  Showers

ContaCt uS at  
devonportglass@gmail.com  

or 021 148 1804

Sport

Southern Cross  
Member offer
For a limited time get 30% off  
one pair from the $169 range  
or above plus a half-price  
eye health check

In store only. Single pair only, from the $169 range or above. Single-vision lenses only. Lens upgrades available at an extra cost. Offer valid 26/03/2021 - 30/07/2021.  
Half-price eye health check applies to standard eye health checks only, normally valued at $60. Excludes contact lens examinations and visual field checks

Specsavers Takapuna  Shore City Shopping Centre (Next to Farmers) Tel 09 486 0311 
Book an eye test online

The North Shore versus Takapuna premier 
rugby local derby this Friday is expected to 
attract a crowd of more than 1000 to Onewa 
Domain. 

Playing under lights, the match between 
the top two teams in the North Harbour com-
petition couldn’t be more evenly balanced.

Shore has won six out of six matches, 
while Takapuna has lost one. But they are on 
the same competition points, with Takapuna 
having more bonus points from a superior 
for and against ratio.

Takapuna coach Aaron Katipa revealed 
there is more on the line than just points.

“Frano (Botica, the Shore coach) and I 
get on really well and catch up most days. 

“We always have a bet on the match – 
whoever loses pays for the night – it’s look-
ing like it could be a long one on Friday,” 
Katipa said.

Currently the ledger between the two 
coaches stands at 1-0 to Katipa, with Taka-
puna having beaten Shore in 2020. 

“This year both the sides are so even I 
reckon it could be the flip of a coin,” he says,

Last weekend Shore beat Silverdale 26-
3, while Takapuna squeaked in against an 
improving Marist side, 22-18.

Both sides were relatively young and 
much would depend on “who hit their 

straps on the night”, said Katipa. Many of 
the Takapuna players were only 21 or 22.

“We’ve still got a long we to go in our de-
velopment but our forwards (led by captain 
and veteran lock Shane Neville) are going 
really well.” Takapuna also had skilled 
backs in Jackson Ransfield and Northland 
import Jordan Hyland, who has played  
Super Rugby for the Blues and Highlanders. 

On the Observer’s deadline of Monday 
this week a decision had yet to be made on 
whether to pick Jon Elrick, a 15-year veteran 
for Takapuna premiers and a top goalkicker. 

Playing the match on a Friday was an 
experiment to give players more time off, 
said Katipa. “It’ a big commitment to play 
rugby over a whole season. A Friday night 
match gives the players the chance to have 
the weekend to do other things.”

One of the disappointments for club 
matches was the absence of Takapuna’s 
Super Rugby players Bryn Gatland (Chiefs) 
and Karl Tu’inukuafe (Blues). The club was 
also missing centre Mose Leo, who was with 
the New Zealand Sevens squad. 

“Karl loves to play and you never know 
he may turn up at some stage – it’s a bit 
more difficult for Bryn as he’s further away.”

• Takapuna v North Shore , Onewa Domain,  
14 May, 7.30pm kick off. 

Friday night footy shaping  
as a classic local derby

Top netballers ready for tough tussle
Netball North Harbour (NNH) is two 

rounds into its club competition, with a gap  
already emerging at the top of the eight-team 
Premier 1 competition.

School grading is also well underway. 
NNH president, Lynette Brady, said num-
bers playing, around 800 teams, were very 
slightly down on 2019, after the abandon-
ment of the 2020 season due to Covid-19.

Premier 1 features two teams each from 
the well-established North Shore clubs, 
Shore Rovers and Westlake. These include 

a mix of old hands and former top school 
players, including from Westlake Girls. 
City-based champion club, Collegiate, also 
fields two teams, with the grade rounded out 
by AUT and Harbour Force, an experienced 
team established by former Silver Ferns 
coach and player Yvonne Willering. 

The Tuesday evening indoors competition 
is bolstered late in the season, when the top 
few sides get back players now involved 
in the National Netball League, the feeder 
competition to the ANZ premiership.
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Collins gives party office opening the blue light 

True colours… The Leader of the Opposition, Judith Collins, opens the restored heritage office of North 
Shore MP Simon Watts in Takapuna last week

National Party leader Judith Collins opened 
North Shore MP Simon Watts’ new elector-
ate office late last month, describing it as the 
“most tastefully appointed” in the country.

It is certainly one of the best located – off 
Hurtsmere Rd on Earnoch Ave and several 
hundred metres up from Takapuna Beach, in 
a former postmaster’s quarters, redesigned 
by architect Lloyd Sinton.

Collins, unsurprisingly, was impressed by 
the blue entrance door, although quite pleased 
the “whole building was not blue”.

She predicted a bright future for the new 
MP, elected last year, and assigned shadow 
ACC and finance portfolios. 

At the office entrance, she said she hoped 
to soon see Watts accorded an ‘Hon’ before 
his name, which marks appointment as a 
minister. 

“But that involves the small matter of get-
ting into office,” she quipped. 

Watts said the new office was in a beautiful 
location that reflected the electorate.

“The door is always open here and people 

should not hesitate to pop in to say hi.”
A disability ramp gives better access for 

the disabled, whereas the electorate office of 
former North Shore MP Maggie Barry was 
upstairs on Anzac St, without a lift.

The opening was attended by members of 
the Devonport-Takapuna Local Board: Ruth 
Jackson, Jan O’Connor, and George Wood; 
North Shore Business Improvement District 
managers: Terence Harpur (Takapuna), Mur-
ray Hill (Milford) and Shaulyn van Baaren 
(Devonport); and various well-wishers. 
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Sales & Marketing Administrator
Bayleys Devonport is looking for a Sales 
and Marketing Administrator to join their 
thriving team in Devonport.  This role will 
include sole charge looking after a great 
sales team and ever evolving and fast 
paced Real Estate industry Devonport.  This 
experienced administrator to join the office 
to look after a team of experienced sales 
consultants, that will cover everything to do 
with the sales process relating to real estate.
Key responsibilities include: Loading listings, 
preparing submissions, land information 
memorandums through to preparation of 
contracts.  Managing advertising campaigns 
& various ad hoc projects requiring a quick 
thinking proactive, creative person.  Liaising 
with internal & external clients requiring 
exceptional people skills and professional 
presentation.  General office administration 
duties to look after the day to day tasks 
needed to keep busy sales team running 
smoothly.
This office works closely with the other 
Bayleys offices on the North Shore.  The 
ability to build relationships and provide a 
‘can do’ service to the agents is vital to the 
success of the agents being able to deliver 
exceptional service to their clients.  If you are 
an experienced administrator, then this role 
is made for you.

Apply via ShoreJobs.co.nz

Office Manager /  
Personal Assistant

Bradburn Project Management in Takapuna 
is looking for an Office Manager/Personal 
Assistant to work closely with the manage-
ment team. You would need the ability to 
proactively manage your workload & pro-
vide administrative support across multiple 
projects, assist with project documentation, 
tendering, administering sub-contractor 
agreements, processing monthly claims, 
managing project databases & general of-
fice administration.  
Must be adaptable & resilient, extremely 
organised, have an understanding of 
commercial construction processes, pro-
ficiency in Microsoft Office as well as 
Microsoft Project/P6 is ideally required.  
A high level of accuracy & standard of work, 
proven organisational skills along with the 
ability to establish priorities & meet dead-
lines, highest level of accuracy and confi-
dentiality, excellent communication & inter-
personal skills. Sound judgement & proven 
ability to work under pressure, commitment 
to providing a high-level support to all per-
sonnel.
 You would also need to hold a Valid NZ 
Working VISA or the rights to work in New 
Zealand.

Apply via ShoreJobs.co.nz

Qualified Teaching Position
We are licensed for up to 30 children of a 
mixed aged group (2-5years).
We are looking for a full time fully quali-
fied and registered NZ trained teacher. A 
teacher who is passionate and enthusiastic 
who would enjoy working alongside a small 
friendly team. Perks of the job are:
• Hours 8:30am to 3:30pm
• Non-contact hours up to 5 hours paid p/wk
• Teacher Registration paid
• PD opportunities/both in house and external

Apply via ShoreJobs.co.nz

Marine Technician 
Auckland

Ovlov Marine is looking for a Marine 
Technician to join their team in Westhav-
en Auckland. 
They are a fun and professional team 
who pride themselves on their high level 
of customer service, our long and well-
respected history in the marine industry 
and the strengths of their major brands.  
Applicants should have mechanical/elec-
trical aptitude with a desire to learn as 
well as a friendly, team oriented attitude 
and a sense of humour.  
The role involves servicing diesel en-
gines, gensets & transmissions, other 
marine equipment onboard.  Relevant 
boating and diesel knowledge is a must, 
sound computer skills & good DC electri-
cal skills.   A customer focused individual 
who thrives on successful outcomes for 
clients and who works well with others.       
A competitive remuneration package in-
cluding a company vehicle and ongoing 
training will be on offer to the successful 
applicant.  
Applicants for this position must have NZ 
residency or a valid NZ work permit as 
well as a clean NZ Drivers licence.

Apply via ShoreJobs.co.nz

Service Administrator 
Auckland CBD

Ovlov Marine is looking for a Marine 
Diesel Service Administrator to join their 
team in Auckland. They are a marine 
service & sales company specialising in 
Volvo Penta, Yamaha and other great 
marine brands based at the exciting ma-
rine hub of Orams Marine Mega Park, 
Westhaven, Auckland. This role will see 
you provide a complete solution for the 
delivery of repairs and maintenance of 
their diesel workshop, working alongside 
our Workshop Manager.  
Responsibilities will include: Managing 
service booking, preparing estimates, 
scheduling work, workshop marketing, 
communicating with customers, manag-
ing jobs in the system & preparing job 
cards for invoicing, warranty registration 
and processing, updating of service re-
cords as jobs progress.  
You will need: Minimum 2 years exp, 
high-level computer literacy MS Office, 
Magix system would be a bonus.  Sys-
tematic, organised, excellent attention.  
Effective communication both verbal 
and written, Ability to multi-task, flexible 
& adaptable, customer focused, Knowl-
edge of automotive or marine servicing.

Apply via ShoreJobs.co.nz

Qualified Early Childhood Teacher
The successful candidate will need to:
•  Have knowledge and experience of pro-

gramming and planning for ages 2 to 5
•  Be able to observe and record children’s 

learning and development
Education & Qualifications
•  Degree or Diploma in Education which 

meets New Zealand Qualifications Author-
ity requirements

•  Evidence of the right to live and work in NZ
Apply via ShoreJobs.co.nz

Senior Stylist 
Sugar Suite, Devonport

Sugar Suite in Devonport is looking for 
a Senior Stylist to join their salon.  
This could be your perfect opportunity, 
to join our team as a Senior Stylist.  
We are looking for a Senior Stylist with 
at least 5 years experience to join our 
team.  
We specialise in all areas of 
hairdressing and have a growing 
database of regular clients.
We offer a very generous pay structure 
that rewards busy stylists and includes 
a great work environment that is 
flexible, encouraging and centred 
around education.
We are looking for someone who is: 
professional & passionate and love 
hair, strong customer service delivery, 
highly skilled in both colouring and 
styling, going the extra mile for our 
clients
Applicants for this position should have 
NZ residency or a valid NZ work visa.

Apply via ShoreJobs.co.nz
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Lexel Systems is looking for two Service 
Desk Analyst in Albany Auckland.  A multiple 
award-winning business, in 2020 alone 
Lexel won Customer Value Award at the 
Reseller News Innovation Awards and was 
highly commended as Microsoft’s Modern 
Workplace & Security Partner of the Year. 
As a result of business growth, we currently 
have two vacancies for Service Desk 
Analysts/Senior Service Desk Analysts. 
Working within the wider team, you will 
provide support to Lexel’s clients across a 
huge variety of platforms and applications.
To be considered, you will have commercial 
experience in a service desk or user support 
role within an enterprise environment, 
skilled in supporting users across a range 
of technologies. Any previous experience 

within an IT service provider would be 
advantageous.
Technical Skills
•  Outstanding communication skills, 

self-motivation and a customer centric 
approach

•  ITIL understanding / Foundation 
certification

•  Sound analytical and problem solving 
abilities and good attention to detail

•  Technical proficiency in Microsoft 
desktop and applications support; with 
a working knowledge of Active Directory 
and Windows; and a basic knowledge of 
networking, server and/or Citrix

•  Flexibility and a willingness to work on 
shifts

Service Desk Analyst 

What’s in it for you?
Lexel pays competitive salaries and offers the opportunity to join a fast growing, innovative 
and dynamic organisation where you will be actively encouraged to develop your career 
as an industry professional. Be part of our brand new Service Desk Showcase, learn 
multiple tools and technologies. We offer, onsite parking, very real career development 
opportunities.

Apply via www.shorejobs.co.nz

Registered Plumber
Affordable Plumbing Solutions in Torbay, is 
looking for a Registered Plumber.. For this 
role, you would need to have the following:
·  NZ Registered Plumbers Licence
·  At least 1-2 years’ experience as a plumber 
·  Excellent customer service skills
·  Good understanding of the English 
·  Good work ethic and attention to detail
·  Full New Zealand drivers licence
Come and be part of our small team, working 
with a mix of plumbers and apprentices.

Apply via ShoreJobs.co.nz

Digital Printer Operator  
and Designer

Repro Graphics in Takapuna is looking for 
a Digital Printer Operator and Designer to 
join their team.  The purpose is reporting 
to the Director your primary responsibility 
is to sell, manage and carry out  the day to 
day operations of  the design, printing, and 
finishing services.  
You would also need to hold a Valid NZ 
Working VISA or the rights to work in New 
Zealand.

Apply via ShoreJobs.co.nz

www.shorejobs.co.nz

09 445 0060
sales@shorejobs.co.nz

FREE
TRIAL
ENDS 30 APRIL 

NORMALLY

$125

Live local.
Work local.

NOW

 $125

Registered Nursing Staff  
Shore Surgery in Milford is looking for a Reg-
istered Nurse to join their team in their Day-
Stay Hospital.  Their primary specialties are 

Ophthalmic Surgery and Endoscopy. This role 
would require a Registered Nurse for a Part-
Time or Casual role in our Recovery Room.
This will be rostered duties Monday - Friday 
between the hours of 07H00 and 19H00.
Must haves, PACU experience as well as  

current APC and New Zealand Nursing Council 
registration.  Need to hold a Valid NZ Working 

VISA or the rights to work in New Zealand. 
Apply via ShoreJobs.co.nz

Pharmacist Part-time / Full-time  
Devonport 7 Day Pharmacy is looking for 

a bubbly and enthusiastic Pharmacist. 
Options, 3 days per work week or full time. 
Management options available, flexible work 
hours and no weekend work. An experi-

enced Pharmacist would be ideal, however 
newly registered Pharmacists are also 

welcome to apply. Must have all the main 
accreditations and a Vaccinator would be a 

plus. Great remuneration package also avail-
able for those applying from out of town.  

Apply via www.shorejobs.co.nz

Spencer on Byron Hotel is a 4.5 star 
property in the heart of Takapuna.  
They are looking for a Full-Time Night 
Manager.  To be able to succeed in the 
role of Night Manager, you must will 
need to have the following:
•  Minimum 6 months experience as 

a Night Manager or Night Relief 
Manager (Auditing experience)

•  Minimum 1 year reception experience 
•  Knowledge of Room Master will be an 

advantage
•  Own transport due late shift finish 

times
•  Bubbly personality
•  Liquor License and first aid course will 

be an advantage
•  Communication skills - Intermediate 

level of English
You would also need to hold a Valid NZ 
Working VISA or the rights to work in 
New Zealand..

Apply via ShoreJobs.co.nz
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We guarantee 
our Workmanship

Backed by over 35 years’ experience 
of quality preparation and painting

ph ross kingdom 
021 723 413

registered 
professional painters Phone COLIN on 480 5864

RECOVER YOUR
LOUNGE SUITE

Call us for a free quotation and put the life
back into that favourite chair or lounge suite

AWARD FURNITURE

North Shore based renovations, 
new builds, design & project  

management since 1985.

Trustworthy licensed builders specialising  
in residential alterations/extensions, 

kitchens, bathrooms, tiling, re-cladding.

Contact Alex Carey on  
0274 660 666, or visit our website 

www.efd.kiwi

FENCE
BROTHERS

www.fencebros.co.nz

• FENCES
• PERGOLAS
•  DECKS

•  REtAiNiNG 
WALLS

•  PROPERtY MAiNtENANCE

CONtACt GREG 
FOR A FREE QUOtE

0800 336 232

“YOUR LOCAL ROOFER”

0800 7663 92
• RE-ROOFS
• NEW ROOFS
• LEAKS
• SPOUTING
www.relayroofing.co.nz

RENE GARDENING

SMALL & MEDIUM TREES
HEDGES & SHRUBS
PRUNING – TRIMMING
GARDEN TIDY UPS 
& MAINTENANCE

We look after your  
garden with care  
and passion. 

facebook.com/ReneGardening

         @renegardening

info@renegardening.co.nz
Rene: 021 134 5604

CLASSIFIEDS

ACCOMMODATION
Flat Devonport 1brm spa-
cious sunny. Suits working 
couple $475pw. Text/ph 
027 545 3060.

SERVICES OFFERED
FixIt Handyman - excel-
lent work,  practical budg-
et, most jobs welcome, 
interior/exterior free quote.  
Josh 021 261 8322.

TUITION
Experienced English Tu-
tor Individualised teaching 
includes a free assessment 
to design the right approach 
for you or your child. Phone 
for a leaflet: 021-08565-001
Maths Coaching Offered. 
Year 7 to year 13 welcomed. 
15 mins of chess with all my 
junior students. Ph Peter BE, 
Dip Tchg on 094451899 or 
021 0817 5037.

WANTED
Cars Wanted. Cars Vans 
4x4s Utes Trucks 24/7 Cash 
paid 0800 203 060.

Tony Gasperini
Qualified Local Arborist

Tree & Tall Hedge Specialist

027 770-0099
Devonport, Auckland
tony.gasperini@gmail.com

CARS 
WANTED

• Cars • Vans
• 4x4s • Utes  • Trucks 

24/7

0800 203 060

CASH PAID

LOOKING FOR A 
LOCAL ELECTRICIAN 

YOU CAN TRUST?

We specialise in residential 
service and maintenance

CALL US NOW

029 128 7494
lewis@lakeroadelectrical.co.nz

www.lakeroadelectrical.co.nz

Specialising in all aspects of  
Wall and Floor Tiling and  
Under-tile Waterproofing

Carried out and certified by local  
tradesman of 24 years’ experience 

FREE QUOTES 

Contact Doug 021 187 7852 
or 09 446 0687 or email 
calpremtiling@gmail.com 

Caledonian 
Premier 
Tiling Ltd. 

BOOKKEEPING 
SERVICES

Xero, MYOB, GST, Payroll

www.ljbass.co.nz
info@ljbass.co.nz

027 331 3164
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A trip down beachside memory lane 

Lesley Petford has hazy childhood memo-
ries of ‘Rose Cottage’ from visits to the Taka-
puna beachfront Mon Desir hotel. 

She recently reacquainted herself with the 
old cottage on a walk around the Takapuna 
Beach Holiday Park, to which it was shifted 
decades ago. 

The cottage is to be demolished, going the 
way of the Mon Desir itself. 

Petford was curious to see how it compared 
with old photographs she has, showing dapper 
gents playing bowls in front of it. 

That was when her great-uncle, Frank 
Hawes, owned the hotel prior to World War 
II. He and his wife brought up her mother 
there, before building themselves a new home 
in Killarney St after the hotel was sold to a 
brewery company. 

Petford, who grew up in Takapuna but now 
lives in Castor Bay,x remembers revisiting the 
Mon Desir for swims with her own children 

around 40 years ago. It was a landmark until 
1996, after which it was replaced by apart-
ments that took the name. 

A recent story in the Rangitoto Observer 
about camp-ground improvements alerted 
Petford to the fate of Rose Cottage and piqued 
her interest to find out more. 

It has no heritage status and has been much 
altered over the years, so Auckland Council has 
determined it can be demolished. 

The camp leaseholder, Steve Edwards, 
was happy to show Petford and the Observer 
around, pointing out the building on the prop-
erty’s northern border to the waterfront. 

On taking on the lease of the camping 
ground in 2019, he said he too had been unsure 
which of several older buildings on the site was 
actually Rose Cottage. 

It had been moved within the property at 
least once and been altered structurally inside 
and out. In recent times the cottage had been 

used as staff accommodation. But its condi-
tion, including leaks, made it beyond keeping, 
he said.

Edwards outlined work ahead on the site 
which is going through resource consent 
procedures to allow for earth and drainage 
works along with the building of new cabins 
and camp sites. 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board members 
have indicated they like the look of the plans. 
Edwards said it would take time for work to 
begin and it would be done in stages, with 
landscaping and planting included. 

Prefabrication of buildings would reduce 
noise on site. 

The intention was to keep the campground’s 
open aspect to the sea and to the Milford-Taka-
puna walking track, although a low retaining 
wall would help with sand shift. 

Petford, who likes to walk in the area, now 
has added insight into the lay of the land.

Then and now... Rose Cottage as it stood in the Mon Desir grounds before World War II,  
and Lesley Petford (right) on the steps of the building, now slated for demolition
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Open 
fOr Lunch, Wine  

TasTings, & evenTs
everY DaY frOM 11.30 aM

WWW.sTOnYriDge.cOM 
09 372 8822

“ ONE OF THE TOP 10 MUST 
VISIT WINERIES IN THE WORLD” 
THE GUARDIAN

Support your paper for  
the price of a cup of coffee.
Go to devonportflagstaff.co.nz and click on 

‘Become a supporter’ at the top of the page.

Lake House sculptures hitting the road

Plans are afoot to take Takapuna’s Wood 
Sculpture Symposium on the road. 

Large carved pieces are shown each year 
at the Lake House Arts Centre, but now the 
centre hopes to share the artistry with other 
venues. 

Centre operations manager and curator 
Grae Burton outlined his ambitions to the 
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board, which is 
one of the centre’s backers. 

Early interest had been shown by Estuary 
Arts in Orewa, he said, but other venues 
were being sought to show a selection of the 
works. One suggested is the public space at 
38 Hurstmere Rd.

Burton said the 2020 show attracted thou-
sands of visitors to the centre, with works 
left in place for several months. Some had 
been uplifted by the artist and others had 
been shifted to the site’s perimeters to form 
a new sculpture trail for the public to enjoy. 

That is still being completed, but the work 
pictured above, “Rāhui”, by Leroy Claydon, 
is already in place at the beginning of the trail 

at the centre, off Fred Thomas Dr.
Claydon explains the concept of the piece 

as being about the Covid-19 pandemic.
“I wanted to represent how we had and 

have restrictions placed upon us due to 
Covid-19, not only as an individual, but as 
a whanau.” 

The work showed a koro kneeling down 
with his mokopuna on his back, wondering 
what the future holds for upcoming genera-
tions bound by restrictions and facing change.

“The stingray on his face is the representa-
tion of the mask we have to wear in public, 
said Claydon. “The kneeling/standing on a 
kauri slab represents our home/house where 
we are forced to isolate ourselves. Also be-
ing chained by the hands to the surrounding 
whenua, as we still have to venture out into 
public to get the essentials to survive under 
Covid-19 restrictions.” 

The centre is embarking on more efforts 
to add a Maori perspective to some of its 
programmes and is also introducing te reo 
courses.

Story to tell... ‘Rāhui’, by Leroy Claydon, is at the beginning of a new 
sculpture trail at the Lake House Arts Centre 

FRIENDS OF

THE P U MP HOUSE

PumpHouse Theatre Open Day
Sun 23rd May 2021, 10:00 am to 4:00 pm

Featuring:
Free Secrets of The PumpHouse tours

Food trucks Costumes Performances
Join Friends of The PumpHouseMarket stalls
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Access all areas at the PumpHouse
The PumpHouse Theatre is drawing back 

the curtains for the public, holding an open day 
next Sunday.

“There’s a lot of areas at the PumpHouse that 
people don’t get to see,” says manager James 
Bell. But on 23 May from 10am to 4pm, they 
will get the chance to go backstage, try on some 
costumes and learn about the theatre’s “ghost”.

The free event is a chance to explore the 
heritage building which became a community 
arts venue when a group of determined North 
Shore residents 50 years ago formed a trust for 
that purpose.

 Appropriately there will be some performers 
popping up on the day.

The open day was originally planned for last 
year, but delayed due to Covid-19 lockdowns. 
Bell’s hope is the event becomes an annual one. 
Anyone interested can turn up for a tour.

Shoreside Theatre, known for its Shakespear-
ean productions, will bring along costumes, 
providing dress-up fun. Stalls set up by the 
Lake House Arts Centre and Takapuna Primary 
School’s PTA will also feature.

The next day, an invitation-only event will be 
held to mark the trust’s formation in 1971. This 
saved the old brick building and transformed it 
into a theatre opened a few years later.

Bell says a strength of the PumpHouse is its 
flexibility in being able to accommodate a range 
of shows in its main theatre and studio space. 

“Anyone who wants to perform here can 
come and do it.” 

Roll up... PumpHouse Theatre 
hosts an open day on 23 May

This guaranteed it was able to look ahead 
with confidence.

For those who like a spot of history, a special 
early model of the PumpHouse, discovered in 
a cupboard during a clean-out, has now been 
restored by volunteers at the Men’s Shed in 
Glenfield. It is hoped it will be put in a special 
display case in time to go on show at the open 
day and anniversary celebrations.

Regular users and fans of the facility who 
wish to join The Friends of the PumpHouse 
group can do so at the open day. The $35 annual 
fee helps support the venue and also means no 
booking fees apply to show tickets.

48 Victoria Road | (09) 446 0100 | www.thevic.co.nz

NOW SHOWING 
Litigante (M) 92min  NEW
The United Way (E) 94min  NEW
Those Who Wish Me Dead (R16) 99min  NEW
James & Isey (M) 92min  NEW
June Again (M) 99min  NEW
Locked Down (M) 118min  NEW 
Moon Rock For Monday (M) 100min  NEW
First Cow (PG) 122min  NEW
Land (M) 89min  NEW
Pompeii: Sin City (E) 82min  NEW
The Turn Of The Screw with Director Q&A  16 MAY

COMING SOON 
Julie Lamb Outfit Barmy James Tour  21 MAY
June Again (M) 99min with Seniors Morning Tea 27 MAY
Open Mic Night at The Vic  27 MAY
Cruella (PG) 134min  27 MAY
A Quiet Place, Part 2 (M) 97min  27 MAY

SPECIAL EVENT

events@thevic.co.nz

SPECIALS
CHEAP TUESDAY 
$10 Adult / $8 Child
*EXCEPT PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY

Kathryn 
Robertson
Residential Sales

021 490 480

E: Kathryn.robertson@bayleys.co.nz
W: kathrynrobertson.bayleys.co.nz

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

WHAT’S ON @
Takapuna Library

AUTHOR TALK:  
BLOOD BY THE BEACH

Wednesday 26th May 2021, 6:00pm  
to 7:30PM at Takapuna Library level 1

Join five local authors 
for an evening of crimi-
nally good conversation.
Edgar Award nomi-
nee Stephen Ross 
chairs three-time 
Ngaio Marsh Awards 
finalist Ben Sand-
ers, 2021 Ngaios entrants SL Beaumont 
and Patricia Snelling, and bestselling  
debut crime writer Madeleine Eskedahl.

Light refreshments served from 6pm, 
 talk starts at 6.30pm,  

*Gold coin koha is appreciated  
Please RSVP to: takapunaevents@

aucklandcouncil.govt.nz

EXHIBITION
OPEN DAILY

The Ngã Taonga 
o Te Pataka Toi 
exhibition in the 
Angela Morton 
Room shares 
some of our many 
treasures including 
work by: Robyn 
Kahukiwa, Rohan 
Wealleans, Ralph 
Hotere and more. 

WE READ AUCKLAND
Ka Pãnui Tãtau i Tãmaki Makaurau

31 May - 13 June 2021
One place, many stories

He wãhi kotahi, he kõrero rau
Our new winter programme, We Read 
Auckland, celebrates Auckland’s readers 
and writers and the stories that bring us 
together. This free programme of excit-
ing live and online events has something 
for every reader, featuring your favourite 
authors, celebrity readers and family fun 
at community venues and libraries across 
Tãmaki Makaurau Auckland.
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premium.co.nz |  F ine Homes |  F ine Apartments |  F ine Li festyles
PREMIUM REAL ESTATE LTD LICENSED REA 2008 | 916 6000

VIEW | SUN 2 - 2.30 PM OR BY APPT
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/80081
EOI | 27 MAY 2021 AT 4PM UNLESS SOLD PRIOR

TAKAPUNA | 26A KILLARNEY STREET | SUPERB RESIDENCE | EXCELLENT LOCATION

VIEW | SUN 11.30 -12.10 PM OR BY APPT
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/80123
SET DATE OF SALE | 26 MAY 2021 AT 4PM 
UNLESS SOLD PRIOR

This amazing single-level home in popular Willis Bond 
development features a private garden-gate, large 
patio with border gardens and water feature. With 
3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, and 2 parallel car parks. 
Spacious master bedroom, walk-in wardrobe and 
ensuite bathroom. Open plan living and dining with 
modern kitchen. Pet friendly on application.

TAKAPUNA | G01/8A LAKE PUPUKE DRIVE | THROUGH THE GARDEN GATE...

ALISON PARKER 021 983 533 | 916 4381
SONIA HEMS 021 0246 1446 | 916 6000

Constructed of dressed cedar the home features 
gorgeous formal and informal living and dining areas 
that open to a delightful sunny deck. 4 bedrooms (incl 
a master upstairs and 3 bedrooms or 2 plus a third 
living area downstairs), 2 stylishly tiled bathrooms (incl 
ensuite) and 3 wcs. Paved terrace, lawn area and 
attractive landscaping downstairs. Double garage. 

ROBERT MILNE 022 011 24 94 | 916 6000 
RICHARD MILNE 021 770 611 | 916 6000 

VIEW | PLEASE CALL FOR AN APPT
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/80106
SET DATE OF SALE | 27 MAY 2021 AT 4PM 
UNLESS SOLD PRIOR

MAISON - CENTRAL TAKAPUNA | APARTMENT 405 | STUNNING DESIGNER PENTHOUSE

ALISON PARKER 021 983 533 | 916 4381

This amazing luxury two level penthouse apartment in 
popular ‘Maison’ features open plan living, 3 bedrooms, 
2 with ensuites and walk in wardrobes and the other 
with an adjacent bathroom. 186sqm floor area plus 
78sqms to the cityscape and harbour and wrap around 
decks on both levels. The ultimate and the latest in 
every way and the ideal lock up and leave lifestyle.

CONCEPT IMAGE

VIEW | SAT/SUN 2 - 2.30 PM OR BY APPT
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/10098
PRICE | BY NEGOTIATION 

Here’s a rare opportunity to own a distinctive 3-4 
bedroom property. From its elevated position at the 
sheltered end of one of the area’s finest streets, you’ll 
enjoy wonderful views, all-day sun, a solar heated 
swimming pool, sheltered decks and plenty of space. A 
fabulously light-filled studio space makes for the ultimate 
work-from-home-dream, teenage retreat or granny. 

BIRKENHEAD POINT | 31 TIZARD ROAD | WORK FROM HOME DREAM

TRISH LOVE 021 226 6099 | 558 4518
PETER FITZGIBBON 027 2789 336 | 558 4517


