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Sacred Grove path could close permanently
The boardwalk through pohutukawa trees 

at the northern end of Takapuna Beach may 
be removed, and the walking path perma-
nently closed.

The path through the area known as the 
Sacred Grove/Te Uru Tapu could not be 
safely reopened unless trees were sacrificed, 

Auckland Council officials told Devonport-
Takapuna Local Board members in a brief-
ing at a recent workshop.

The boardwalk was closed for mainte-
nance in June 2018. 

Officials cited public safety and cultural 
reasons for the two options they offered:  

To close the whole area to public access; 
or to close the boardwalk but retain access 
to the wooden lookout via a path from The 
Promenade, starting opposite Takapuna 
Beach Cafe.

This did not go down well with member 
Aidan Bennett, 

Food fun helps put focus on aid programme

Cambodia to Carmel... Carmel College students (from left) Caitlin Brady, Olivia Gardner, 
Julianna Remigio, Mrs Denise Camilleri (teacher), Brianna Precious, Lina Jang and Genevieve 
Lai enjoyed a Cambodian cooking session in one of a series of workshops putting a focus on the 
work in Cambodia of Catholic charity Caritas. 
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Council votes to sell old library

Council-owned buildings at 2 The Strand, 
Takapuna (above), and 3 Victoria Rd, Devon-
port, will now be sold.

 After consideration of public feedback on 
the possible sale of the heritage-listed former 
Takapuna Library (which is on the other side 
of the road from the current library) and of 
the old Devonport Borough Council building, 
Auckland Council’s Finance and Performance 
Committee late last month voted without dissent 
in favour of disposing of the two properties. The 
full council later endorsed that recommendation.

North Shore Councillor Chris Darby said 
he and councillor Richard Hills “were both 
surprised at the low number of submissions 
on the two properties, considering the voice of 
opposition expressed earlier, including through 
the Flagstaff”.

Six submitters were in favour of the sale of 
the former library and five against; 12 favoured 
selling the Devonport building, while four were 
against. 

The Devonport-Takapuna Local Board re-
cently voted against the sales.

 The property at 2 The Strand has been vacant  
for 1107 days, since an earthquke notice was 
issued in March 2018. 

It is an endowment property, meaning its sale 
is subject to conditions, including the proceeds 
being reinvested in the same area.

The Devonport building has been empty for 
1059 days.  

“Once the council adopts its 10-year Budget 
at the end of June the properties will be prepared 
for sale by Panuku and sold in due course,” a 
Panuku spokesperson said.

Theatre theft case heading for trial by jury
A man charged by police with theft has 

elected trial by jury after two adjournments 
of the case in the North Shore District 
Court.

Theatre president Catherine Boniface 
said members were despondent that the mat-
ter was dragging on. “It’s really unfortunate 
that it’s come to this,” she told the Observer.

Boniface said it was only at the last 

moment that that the accused’s lawyers 
signalled the matter would go to trial. 

Volunteers now faced more time off to 
attend a trial expected in August, she said.

The company known for its summer 
Shakespeare in the Park productions, lost 
$60,000, leaving it struggling to continue 
operating at a time when it was also dealing 
with the impacts of Covid-19 lockdowns  

on productions. 
A Givealittle campaign helped keep it 

afloat, but cost-cutting measures, includ-
ing down-sizing rented storage space had 
been required. 

The group is looking forward to staging 
an Agatha Christie classic, The Mousetrap, 
at the PumpHouse Theatre in Takapuna in a 
season starting at the end of July.

Cyclist hurt in  
collision with bus

A cyclist was injured in a collision with 
a school bus at the corner of Forrest 
Hill Rd and Richards Ave last Thursday 
3 June. 
The cyclist, who received moderate 
injuries, was treated by ambulance staff, 
after the collision at 8.30am. 
The five students on the 042 bus and 
the driver were not injured. Auckland 
Transport (AT) said they were transferred 
to another bus.
Meanwhile, AT said a consultation about 
safety measures it had proposed for 
further along the road finished in late 
May and would be collated for decision-
making. The measures are to:
• Install a new pedestrian island 

crossing at 251 Forrest Hill Rd 
between Meadowvale Ave and 
Blakeborough Dr.

• Install tactile pavers, to help visually 
impaired people find their way to 
crossings to safely cross roads.

• Paint new bus stop road markings on 
both sides of Forrest Hill Rd.

• Paint broken yellow l ines (no 
stopping at all times) on Forrest Hill 
Rd to support the new pedestrian 
island crossing. This will remove 
approximately 10 parking spaces.

• Install new signs to highlight the new 
crossing.

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board 
member George Wood said while a 
traffic island had been proposed, he 
considered a full pedestrian crossing 
would be a better outcome on what was 
a dangerous stretch of road.
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Local centres waiting on Covid vaccinator status
Older residents wanting to book in for 

Covid-19 vaccinations at their local doctor may 
have to wait a bit longer. A number of larger GP 
practice that have applied to be vaccinators have 
told the Observer they are still waiting to hear 
back from health authorities whether they have 
been accepted to dispense the doses.

“We definitely want to be part of it and they 
know it,” said the general manager of Shorecare 
at Smales Farm, Stephenie Quinn. “We are 
ready to go as soon as they are.” Quinn said 
Shorecare was looking to do after-hours and 
weekend vaccinations only for those people 
who could not get to local GPs on weekdays.

The Doctors Fred Thomas medical centre 
said it was working through the application 
process, but had no start date yet. When it did, 
patients from its smaller The Doctors Hauraki 
Corner clinic would be referred to Fred Thomas 
for their vaccinations, a spokesperson said.

People aged 65 plus or those with underlying 
medical conditions are eligible for vaccines 
now, with a wider staged rollout due from the 
end of July. 

Medical centres say they are receiving calls 
from the public seeking appointments, but 
notification of when other groups can get these 
will come via district health boards not GPs. 

The only public vaccination centre dispens-
ing them on the North Shore so far is one estab-
lished for the purpose in the former Warehouse 
building at the Highbury shops in Birkenhead. 
Travelling there is an issue for some.

A spokesperson for the Northern Region 
Health Coordination Centre, which is over-
seeing the rollout, told the Observer that an 
announcement about another large Shore vac-
cination centre would be made soon, when its 
location could be confirmed. 

The Birkenhead centre was providing around 
500 vaccinations a day, but it was expected this 
would ramp up to 1000, the spokesperson said.

While some doctors are willing and waiting 
to take on the task in their local communities, 
a number of smaller practices have held off ap-
plying. It is understood protocols have deterred 
them, including time needed for staff training. 

Shot!... Long-time Milford resident Beverley Page, aged 85, receiving 
her Covid-19 vaccination last week at William Sanders Retirement 
Village, which she moved into two years ago. “I never even felt it,” 
she said after vaccinator Olivia Tam pulled out the needle. 

Various temporary street improvements 
will be installed in central Takapuna next 
week in a trial to see what works best for 
pedestrians, shoppers and safety.

The project focuses on the sections of 
Huron and Northcroft Sts between Auburn 
St and Lake Rd. 

The elements being trialled include:
• Rubber pads to slow traffic
• New pedestrian island on Lake Rd
• New median strip, traffic island and two 

mobility parks on Northcroft St
• Rearranging car parks on Huron St to 

create a wider footpath and make it easier 
for pedestrians to cross

• Decorative planter boxes
• Wind and rain shelters along Huron St

• Colourful paint on road and pavement.
 Auckland Council’s development arm 

Panuku says Huron and Northcroft Sts  
“have long been viewed as windy streets 
that are unpleasant for people. They are also 
on a critical walking route between the new 
car park building, Toka Puia, and the future 
Takapuna town square.”

Instead of working up a design, consult-
ing and then building it, an Innovating 
Streets for People approach has been taken. 

Surveying of local residents and busi-
nesses has highlighted issues and potential 
improvements around pedestrian safety, 
slower vehicle speeds, wider and more 
even footpaths, better-designed parking and 
management of bus traffic.

Temporary  installations will be evalu-
ated with the local community, to find out 
what works best. “The activity is expected 
to help make these streets more welcoming 
to people visiting local shops and moving 
around Takapuna,” Panuku said.

The trial measures will take around 20 
days to install, starting 13 June, with the  
trial feedback period to run through June 
and July.

The temporary designs will  require the 
removal of 23 car parking spaces on Huron 
St to make way for wind and rain shelters 
and a wider footpath. The nearby Toka 
Puia car park building at 15 Northcroft 
St offers 420 vehicle parking spaces plus 
cycle parking.

See-what-works approach for Takapuna streetscape 

The practice manager at Devonport Health 
Centre, Kartini Joseph, said indications were 
that the Ministry of Health was looking to 
speed the roll-out by involving more local GPs, 
after an initial focus on bigger clinics. 

The centre had begun training its nurse team 
on the online requirements of the national 
Covid-19 register, but was still waiting to hear 
if it had been accepted as a vaccinator, she said. 

MedPlus Hauraki is also awaiting official 
approval. It hoped to hear within the month, 
said practice manager Katherine Williams.

Quinn from Shorecare said it was under-
standable that the rollout would take time. It 
was a major matter, involving issues down to 
ensuring enough fridge space at some clinics. 
A smaller clinic might have just one fridge to 
hold a range of vaccines, and would have to 
find space for the Covid ones along with the 
likes of flu and measles shots. “It’s a big thing, 

so that’s why they’re starting with bigger GPs.”
Staff at Shorecare were 99 per cent vacci-

nated already, she said, with exceptions being 
for pregnancy and health issues. 

Meanwhile, some retirement villages and 
care cares have begun vaccinating. Metlifecare, 
which runs The Poynton in Takapuna, said 
work was under way at all its care centres, 
while it was working with authorities to support 
vaccinations for village residents, including at 
The Poynton. 

Ryman’s William Sanders Village in Devon-
port began vaccinating those in its care centre 
and serviced apartment accommodation last 
week. Independent residents will be vaccinated 
from mid-July.

Oceania Healthcare, the operator of Lady 
Allum in Milford, had not responded by our 
deadline, with local staff having referred the 
Observer to head office for an answer. 



The RangiToTo obseRveR  Page 4 June 11, 2021

Boardwalk beneath pohutukawa under                threat in $880,000 plan for Takapuna waterfront’s Sacred Grove 

who said he wanted a compromise position 
found. The area had been well used by locals, 
especially at high tide. “A lot of weight is 
being given to iwi and the trees and not a lot 
of weight to the community,” he said.

Tree health was cited as a major reason for 
the officials’ recommendations. A number of 
the large old pohutukawa overhanging the 
boardwalk were reported to be in an unsafe 
condition for people to walk under. 

To rectify this, removal or extensive prun-
ing would be required, which some of the 
trees might not survive.

The boardwalk remains fenced off, main-
tenance having been put on hold while the 
wider issues were investigated. 

A vote on what action to take is expected 
at the board meeting next week. “There’s a 
lot to chew over,” said chair Ruth Jackson.

The grove’s history as a site of significance 
to Maori was factored into the officials’ 
recommendations.

 To mana whenua the trees were said to be 
a living link to their ancestors, used to hang 
the deceased for natural decay, prior to the 
burial of their bones, likely by Lake Pupuke.

The senior project manager for the coun-
cil’s Community Facilities division, Kaitlyn 
White, acknowledged the area was valued by 
local residents, for easy access off the beach 
at high tide and for walking and resting. 

A lot of people wanted it kept open, she 
said, especially near neighbours from the 
apartment buildings behind the grove.

The officials came in for extended quiz-
zing, with one noting “clearly there’s not 
an appetite around the table for closing the 
boardwalk”.

Member Jan O’Connor said maintenance 
of the boardwalk had been inadequate over 
the years. She asked if removing dead wood 
from some of the grove’s 20-odd trees would 
reduce the safety risk.

“With the boardwalk there we are invit-
ing an audience into the trees… so it would 
be very hard to manage,” said the council’s 

senior urban forest specialist, Steve Kerebs. 
For “zero risk to the public” around six 

trees would require removal if the boardwalk 
was to be reopened, he said. 

A number also required propping up, and 
some would have to be wired to keep them 
stable. 

Some were not in a healthy state.  At least 
one tree appeared to have been poisoned 
some years ago, along with several others 
on private land having been heavily pruned, 
with crowns partially removed.

Tree removals would not need to take 
place if the boardwalk structure was re-
moved, Kerebs said, but taking out danger-
ous branches overhanging public areas would 
still be required.

It was proposed to properly fence off the 
southern end of the boardwalk to deter people 
congregating on it. After-hours drinking was 
mentioned as a risk.

While Bennett said he understood the im-
portance of the trees and the views of iwi, he 
noted that public consultation came after two 
options had already been chosen by officials. 

“I don’t think at the start of the process 
the community was consulted. It’s an urban 
area, we should be able to get a compromise,” 
he said.

The officials did not agree that the com-
munity had not had a say. 

Kerebs also said the area was classified for 
conservation, not as a recreational reserve.  

White said residents at the Rocks, Mon 
Desir and Sands apartments had been con-
sulted, along with mana whenua. An online 
submissions process and a drop-in session 
at Takapuna Library was also held in 2019, 
drawing 328 submissions, with 43 per cent in 
favour of total closing and 23 per cent opting 
for the second option, retaining the lookout. 

Since then a refined design concept, Op-
tion 1B, had been arrived at, allowing for 
beach access easements to remain for apart-
ment property holders at either end of the 
area under discussion, said White.

From page 1

Plains laid... The Sacred Grove at the northern end of Takapuna 
Beach, with the lookout at right
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been viewed as windy streets 
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new ideas on these streets 
from June 2021 to make them 
more people-friendly, safe and 
accessible to everyone.

The ideas came from a series 
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whether the changes become 
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akhaveyoursay.co.nz
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Boardwalk beneath pohutukawa under                threat in $880,000 plan for Takapuna waterfront’s Sacred Grove 

Developed design

Safety first... The plan of one of the options for the Sacred Grove, including removal of the existing board
walk. While the path from The Promenade to the lookout would stay, the link boardwalk here would go 

A resource consent was unlikely to be 
granted to allow the rebuilding of the board-
walk, given the situation with the trees, she 
advised. Heritage New Zealand would also 
likely oppose this. 

Mana whenua wished to see the board-
walk stay closed, but did not object to the 
lookout remaining open, she said  

Member Trish Deans asked about Sacred 
Grove’s status as wahi tapu and was told by 
White this was a matter for both Heritage 
New Zealand and iwi. The site was recog-
nised as pre-European.

Member Toni van Tonder said, “Some 
people are going to feel really sore about 
what’s on the table.” 

But it was important to do right by the 
trees, she said. Cultural aspects could be 
noted with interpretation panels and pou 
agreed in consultation with relevant iwi, 
she suggested. 

She was told about seven iwi were in-
volved. 

“Would we get some agreement to get 
the right narrative?” van Tonder queried 
She also asked if the budget would allow 
for those “cultural props”. It would, of-
ficials said. 

O’Connor said she would like to see a 
different option from officials, to allow for 
a restructuring of the boardwalk. 

Jackson wanted a fuller breakdown of 

how a $880,000 renewals budget – likely 
to be well over $1 million if separate sea-
wall repairs were factored in – would split 
between the boardwalk, trees, lookout and 
other aspects the project required.     

Enough work had already been done by 
officials, said Local Board area manager 
Eric Perry. 

A budget for the site work had been 
carried forward for three years now and a 
“kick the can” option put this money at risk 
of being lost.

“The board needs to be put in position to 
give a formal direction via way of a resolu-
tion,” Perry said.
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Water views 
The state of local water quality will be the 
subject of two public meetings this month. 
North Shore MP Simon Watts is hosting a 
meeting on Thursday 17 June, from 7 pm 
at the Pupuke Golf Club. Auckland Council 
and Watercare speakers will outline 
issues and answer questions. The Millford 
Residents Associations’s annual meeting 
on 29 June, will include an update from the 
Wairau Estuary Environment Protection 
Society (Weeps). The AGM stars at 
7.30pm, St Pauls Church, Otakau Rd.

Project progress
After a year stacked at the bottom of East 
Coast Rd, pipes parked as a COVID-19 
budget measure  will be rolled out during 
phase two of the Milford Town centre 
stormwater upgrade set to start in late 
June. The $8m project, at the intersection 
of Kitchener Rd and Shakespeare Rd, will 
improve localised flooding and quality of 
water discharging into the Wairau Estuary. 
Intersection work, including tunnelling for 
the pipes, will take around two months, 
followed by around six months work 
along Fenwick Ave, and installation of a 
treatment device under the reserve where 
Omana Rd meets Kitchener Rd.

The final venues for concerts planned at 
Takapuna Beach during the America’s Cup 
but postponed due to Covid-19 have yet to 
be decided.

The concerts have been rescheduled till  5 
and 6 March 2022, but organiser Laurence 
Carey of Waterbourne said he was still work-
ing through location options and permits 
with Auckland Council.

Mission Bay was being considered as a 
venue, but Takapuna was still in the mix at 
this stage, he told the Observer last Friday.

The four concerts – including top stars,  
Dave Dobbyn, Tami Neilson and Hollie 
Smith – were put through a gruelling Liquor 
Licensing Authority hearing over permission 
to supply alcohol at the events.

Opinions on local issues are wanted by the 
Takapuna Residents Association, which has 
a survey running until July.

The group has emailed around 1200 
residents on its database, with other locals 
wishing to have an input being invited to 
its website to do so. Preferences around the 
future of Takapuna’s central car-park space, 

including the weekly Takapuna market, and 
public assets, such as the library, are among 
the topics being covered.   

Responses to the short survey are confi-
dential. Results will be reported back to the 
community.

Find the survey here: www.surveymonkey.
com/r/ilovetakapuna.

Eighteen parks and reserves have been 
nominated by the Devonport-Takapuna Local 
Board to be given Maori names. Among them 
are Milford Beach Reserve, Sunnynook Park 
and Castor Bay Beach Reserve.

The names will be used in tandem with 
English names, as part of a city-wide Auckland 
Council programme to better recognise te reo 
and indigenous history. 

The Te Kete Rukuruku programme’s dual-
naming strategy and new signage will be rolled 
out in phases. 

The board narrowed down an initial selec-
tion of sites at a workshop session last week, 
with its list yet to be confirmed at a full monthly 
meeting. This will then go to the council’s Te 
Kete Rukuruku team, which will work with 
iwi to discuss and agree which parks will be 
named and by which iwi. 

Mana whenua will then research and provide 
a name and narrative for the merit-worthy 
parks. It is expected that the names, once gifted, 
will be accepted.

“You don’t lose an original [English] name. 
That name stays as is,” explained local board 
adviser Maureen Buchanan. 

Parks management would also be unaf-
fected. Rather, the dual-naming project was 
about encouraging te reo use in everyday life, 
she said. 

Board members sought to include a good 
geographic spread of reserves in their nomina-
tions, to kickstart Te Kete Rukuruku across the 
whole board area.

Buchanan advised first putting forward sites 
the public would see as having some particular 
significance. 

From an earlier draft list of around 30 
possibles sites, members picked larger well-
known ones first, but dropped some that were 
more obscurely sited. Board member Toni van 
Tonder said of one such spot: “It’s not valuable 
enough for this important process.”

A notable dropping from the larger sites 
was Kennedy Park in Castor Bay, which en-
compasses the historic Rahapora Pa site. “We 
know this area is incredibly important to Maori 

history in our area,” said van Tonder. Some 
other members were concerned, however, that 
the relationship of the pa land within the larger 
named park should be clarified and that the 
Rahapora name could be lost in any wider iwi 
dual renaming. “That’s for them to deal with,” 
pointed out van Tonder.

Buchanan advised members that if they 
were unsure for now it would be best to hold 
off. Nominations could always be put forward 
again later, she said. 

Reserves named after individuals of local 
note (as distinct from overseas dignitaries) were 
mostly avoided from initial nominations. The 
idea being to avoid provoking any family or 
community sensitivities until the intent of the 
dual-naming programme is better understood.

Beaches and bays are not included in the 
programme. Neither are  reserves on  Depart-
ment of Conservation land, even if managed 
by Auckland Council, as is the case with 
Devonport Domain. The domain’s naming is 
outside council jurisdiction.

The first phase of Te Kete Rukuruku in the 
local board area has a budget of $20,000 for 
the 2021-22 year. One park per board across 
Auckland will be chosen as a flagship of the 
programme, featuring more extensive interpre-
tative signage. Others sites would receive their 
simple dual signage in the normal course of 
sign replacements, a council spokesperson said.

 This and iwi availability to undertake the 
research meant the changes were unlikely to 
be seen on signs for some time, she added.

Well-known reserves lined up for Maori names

Still unclear if Shore 
will keep concerts

DRIVING MISS DAISY 
FRANCHISE FOR SALE IN 

DEVONPORT

If you are looking for a new 
challenge and wish to make a 
difference in your community, 

join one of NZ's fastest    
growing franchises. 

Enquire online today

 www.drivingmissdaisy.co.nz/buy/e/np/

Takapuna issues survey under way Briefs

Dual names coming
The full list of dual-naming candidates 
from the Devonport-Takapuna Local 
Board area includes these larger sites: 
Castor Bay Beach Reserve, Milford 
Beach Reserve, Narrow Neck Beach 
Reserve, Auburn Reserver and Quarry 
Lake Reserve, both in Takapuna, 
Sunnynook Park and Windsor Reserve, 
Devonport. Other reserves, listed by 
area: Milford – Nile and Seine reserves; 
Forrest Hill – Knightsbridge and Linwood 
reserves; Crown Hill – Marsh Reserve; 
Hauraki – Hauraki Corner Reserve and 
Northboro Reserve; Devonport – Balmain 
and Stanley Bay Beach reserves; Belmont 
– Montgomery Reserve; Bayswater – 
Belmont Park.
*These board nominations may not all be accepted 
for dual-naming status and are also subject to formal 
board ratification.
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The sight of more than half a dozen 
knocked-over street and traffic signs con-
fronted residents along Lake Rd from 
Takapuna to Hauraki over the last weekend 
of May. 

The vandalism, described as “wanton 
damage” by Devonport-Takapuna Local 
Board member George Wood, was quickly 
put right by Auckland Transport (AT) the 
following Monday, but not before residents 
vented their fury online. 

An AT spokesperson said replacing each 
pole cost about $80. Depending on whether 
there was also damage to signs, the cost 
could rise another $100.

For safety reasons, poles were required to 
bend/break if hit by a vehicle, she said. They 
were manufactured to a national standard 
specified by Waka Kotahi / New Zealand 
Transport Agency.

Because signs were damaged for a range 
of reasons, crashes being the main one, spe-
cific data was not kept on how many signs 
and poles were felled by vandalism. Wear 
and tear and loss of reflectivity was another 
reason for replacements.

Poleaxed on Lake Rd 

AT officials lambasted  
for failures to update and engage

Auckland Transport (AT) officials left a ses-
sion on engagement with local boards with a 
flea in their ears from Devonport-Takapuna’s 
elected members.

Key frustrations from board members were 
a failure by AT to give timely updates on road-
ing projects and a lack of engagement with 
community-driven safety concerns. 

Examples of the latter were around pedes-
trian safety on Beach Rd at Castor Bay and 
along Vauxhall Rd in Devonport. “You just 
have to stand there and watch and it’s a problem 
waiting to happen,” said member Aidan Bennett 
of Beach Rd. Chair Ruth Jackson concurred, 
saying locals had learned to be really quick on 
their feet – “running across the road with their 
prams so they don’t get run over”.

The festering problem kept coming up at 
community meetings, she said, yet board at-
tempts to organise a site visit with AT and the 
local residents’ association had been futile.

Bigger picture projects such as the need for 
more engagement on Lake Rd and discussions 
on the future of the Bayswater marina ferry 
lease were pointed to by George Wood and 
Toni van Tonder. “AT could improve their 
community standing with a better response 
mechanism,” said Bennett. “If the community 
comes with a problem and an idea there should 
be a better response.”

Traffic-calming measures were being in-
troduced in some areas, yet at Castor Bay “all 
we’ve heard about is why we can’t do it”. 

Vauxhall was a similar case. Its residents 
presented ideas, said Bennett: “I’m sure they 
went away from here and thought the council 
put them in the bin.” Even if AT’s answer to 
suggestions was a no, it could make a better 
fist of how it communicated this.  

 Jackson said she would like to see AT resume 
sending an official to give monthly reports to 

board meetings. These had been withdrawn at 
the point last year when Auckland Council’s 
review into council-controlled organisations 
(CCOs), including AT, had signalled the need 
for more and better engagement. 

AT’s community engagement officer, 
Marilyn Nicholls, who was at the board meeting 
along with representatives from other CCOs – 
who are undertaking a sessions with all local 
boards to advance the review’s findings and 
discuss how better to work together – said the 
monthly updates in person were stopped due to 
restructuring. But she still bombarded the board 
was lots of information. AT was genuine in its 
desire to engage, said Nicholls, and was looking 
at methods around this.

Jackson said a monthly report gave visibility 
to its work. The board wanted to know what 
was coming up, so it could share what was 
often good news with its community. “The most 
frequent questions we get are, ‘Why is the road 
closed?’, ‘Why are there road cones here?’”

Other CCOs, Watercare, Panuku and Auck-
land Unlimited, also sent representatives (in 
person or by Zoom) to discuss engagement. The 
board’s feedback was mostly that it wanted to 
be kept more in the loop.

Watercare mentioned work with the Wairau 
catchment working group. Pipeline replacement 
and a pump-station refurbishment in Alma Rd, 
Milford, were planned for August/September, 
with a Seine Rd pump station to come.

Panuku’s property role with the Unlock 
Takapuna project had town-square naming, a 
lease for the market and the siting of the war 
memorial on its agenda.  

Unlimited wants to streamline processes 
around major events and through its Screen 
Auckland do more around facilitating filming. 
Jackson said boards should not be cut out of 
giving landowner approval for this.

2021 SOUTH ISLAND TOUR
19 DAYS

15 October 2021
COST $4,450*    

Check us out 
on Facebook!

Cost of tour based on twin share.
For an itinerary please ring MARGARET

www.margaretsgoldentours.com

TOLL FREE 0800 77 00 70Enquiries 
any time: 

Phone: 06 357 3619   Mob: 027 269 4277 
Email: margaretjjones13@yahoo.com

*$165pp FAREWELL SPIT TOUR INCLUDED IN COST

2022 SOUTH ISLAND TOUR
20 DAYS

20 March 2022
COST $4,350    

Public Meeting  
on Water Quality
with Simon Watts MP for 
North Shore

Authorised by Simon 
Watts, Parliament  
Buildings, Wgtn.

09 486 0005

Thursday 17 June, 
7.00pm-8.30pm
Pupuke Golf Club,  
231 East Coast Rd
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Korean Garden set to transform empty Barrys Point reserve
Paul Seong Hwa Lee was a student at Rosmini College when he 

first put the case for a Korean garden in Takapuna. Now, more than 
a decade later, he’s an architect overseeing the dream of his com-
munity to create a special place for all to enjoy.

Lee hopes breaking ground on the garden will come quickly – after 
long years in the planning – but he is awaiting final sign-off on a 
licence to occupy the chosen site at Barrys Point Reserve. 

The key approval has already been won from the Devonport-
Takapuna Local Board as landholder of 37 Fred Thomas Dr, so the 
council form-filling should be a formality.

Board members congratulated Lee and other members of the 
Korean Garden Trust when he outlined its plans last month to create 
the garden in three stages. “It’s awesome,” said chair Ruth Jackson.

Money is in hand to begin the work, although more will be 
needed to complete the second and third stages of the project over 
the years ahead. Lee said there was sponsor interest from within the 
Korean community and this would grow once the project started 
to take shape.

A bare bit of grass to the south of the Lake House Arts Centre 
will be shaped into a place of contemplation. It will have views to 
the city and in the other direction to the playing fields of Lee’s old 
high school. He is reluctant to get ahead of due processes around 
the licence from Auckland Council, but told the Observer that the 
next step for the trust would be an on-site pre-construction meeting. 
“Once it is finalised we will begin the digging.”

Stage one is the building of a war memorial garden, which will 
acknowledge both Korean and New Zealand veterans of the Korean 
War. A centrepiece will be two rocks, one from South Korea and 
the other from Great Barrier Island. The large rock from Korea has 
been on site for some time. The memorial will incorporate a flower 
bed laid out in a yin-yang-shaped pattern.

Board member Trish Deans thanked the trust representatives for 
recognising New Zealand veterans in Korea.

Later stages of the project will include the building of a pavilion 
and create an area where the public will be able to gather for per-
formances and cultural celebrations. Planting and paving will also 
feature, to transform the flat grassland into an inviting space. Lee 
said it was hoped events could be held as often as monthly in the 
planned space that would fit several hundred people.

The Korean Garden Trust was set up in 2009, with 10 founding 
members. This had grown to 100, Lee told the meeting.

Dating back to 1997, Korean volunteers first began contributing 
to the local community with work at Lake Pupuke. But after dis-
cussions with the former North Shore City Council and Takapuna 
Community Board, Barrys Point Reserve was arrived at as a good 
site for a garden.

It has available space with good transport access and high vis-
ibility. Necessary resource consents to use what was once a landfill 
site have been obtained already.

The board granted the charitable trust a 10-year lease, with a 10-
year right of renewal. A sum of $150,000 it set aside for the project in 
2015 and carried over will be made available in Auckland Council’s 
current community facilities works programme.

The trust will be responsible for future costs and ongoing main-
tenance of the garden, which is expected to become a visitor attrac-
tion. Its aim is to promote understanding of Korean culture. Lee 
said Barrys Point would be home to the first public Korean garden 
in New Zealand. Two similar gardens had been set up in Australia.

Board members welcomed the thorough outline of the project Lee 
gave. This included the tabling of detailed designs that came from 
Lee’s architectural practice, Black Tree.   

The growing Korean community in Auckland has a strong base 
on the North Shore. 

Bikes on buses quick-fire Harbour Bridge solution, says board
Stripping seats from selected buses for 

bike commuters going over the Auckland 
Harbour Bridge  has been suggested by the 
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board as a quick-
fire way of testing demand. 

The idea was put to the council’s Planning 
Committee during the board’s submissions 
last week on the Regional Land Transport 
Plan (RLTP). Bike shuttles were a late entry 
to a board list that includes backing the 
Northern Pathway as the critical missing link 
in Auckland’s cycle network. The board also 

wants more services on the Northern Busway 
accelerated to better meet growing demand 
on the North Shore; improvements to the 
busy Sunnynook bus station, overbridge 
and surrounds, for more feeder buses; and 
measures to encourage walking and cycling 
to connect people to transport hubs.

Following a five-minute presentation to the 
planning committee, Devonport-Takapuna 
Local Board chair Ruth Jackson told the 
Observer that the bikes on buses ideas came 
after the Liberate the Lane rally and bridge 

ride last month. The issue of cycle connectiv-
ity had gained impetus, she said, exacerbated 
by the ongoing problems commuters were 
having fitting their bikes on ferry services. 
While the government had approved a cycle 
bridge,  “You can’t wait for 5-10 years,” 
Jackson said.

If given the green light Auckland Transport 
could have shuttle buses on the bridge route 
within a month or two.  Buses should also 
install bike racks on their fronts, as was done 
elsewhere in New Zealand, she said.

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board 
18 May 2021   
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Garden view... A plan 
for the Korean Garden 
at Barrys Point Reserve, 
with the initial war-
memorial garden at left 
incorporating a yin-yang 
flower bed. Inset: A 
map showing the site in 
relation to Lake House 
and Rosmini College. 
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Living just 300 metres from the 
sandy shores of Browns Bay 
Beach and with the village on their 
doorstep, residents will enjoy all 
the amentities and diversions of 
a busy beachside township that 
is still centred around a relaxed 
beachy lifestyle. 

A robust selection of exterior 
materials including timber, black 
metal, metallic bronze columns and 
concrete reflect a beach aesthetic 
to form what is sure to become an 
iconic building on Anzac Road. 

Generous floor plans and ceiling 
heights along with full height glazing 
ensures these residences feel light, 
spacious and open, with panoramic 
views of the Hauraki Gulf. 

Inside, modern, high-tech materials, 
such as solid surface benchtops, 
blend effortlessly with the more 
organic finishes delivered by the 

engineered oak flooring, bespoke 
timber veneer cabinetry and full slab 
marble-look kitchen splashbacks.

The luxurious penthouses take this 
aesthetic to the next level, with the 
added indulgences of cedar hot tubs 
and indoor/outdoor fireplaces on 
expansive decks with commanding 
views over Browns Bay.

Advertisement

Developed by one of Auckland’s 
leading property developers, 
construction is already under 
way on these 1, 2 & 3 bedroom 
apartments. To find out more visit 
kauriresidences.co.nz.

KAURI RESIDENCES: 
AWE-INSPIRING FROM 
THE OUTSIDE IN
Designed by Matz Architects, these standout 
apartments in the heart of Browns Bay township 
offer spectacular views and a covetable lifestyle 
to match their elegant and innovative interiors. Artist’s impression

Artist’s impression

Artist’s impression
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Random parkers ‘snaffling library spaces’
A Takapuna Library user is calling for a crackdown on non-library 

goers filling up its designated underground parking space. 
Kevan Leadbeater says not only do people heading elsewhere 

park there, they also overstay the P60 time limit.
This comes at the expense of regular library users, who may be 

older or with children.
Since Leadbeater first began bringing his daughter to weekly 

Wriggle & Rhyme sessions at the library, he has seen the problem 
worsen. She is now at school, but he still visits to pick up books 
either weekly or fortnightly. He often sees people circling for a free 
park. “I’m certain that people are parking there to go to the beach 
and to work,” he said. The playground was another drawcard.

This year, with more people out and about and more metered 
parks near the beach, the squeeze had worsened, he said. Others he 
had spoken to at the library agreed with this, he said. “You go to the 
library and no way does it coRrelate to the number of people inside.”

Leadbetter wants the rules enforced in the Auckland Council 
car-park, but says he has seen little sign of any patrolling. A recent 

call to the council yielded a promise that someone would respond 
to him, but he had heard nothing. Devonport-Takapuna Local Board 
member, Jan O’Connor was more receptive to a call.

Senior librarian for community engagement Anne Betts confirmed 
the park is a busy one, especially in summer. 

Enforcement was a matter for Auckland Transport (AT), she 
understood. But AT told the Flagstaff the car park was not its  
responsibility. An Auckland Council spokeswoman said the council 
was aware of the issue. Any changes to parking enforcement would 
need to be assessed by the Local Board, she said.

“Noone wants to take responsibility” is Leadbeater’s view.
Betts noted the car-park, accessed from either Gibbons Ave or 

The Strand, had signs advising it was for library parking, with its 
P60 limits marked.  

Next door, one entrance up The Strand, there is a separate un-
derground Wilson car-park that comes at a cost. Public car parking 
is available from Anzac St, behind the Hurstmere Rd shops and at 
the Toka Puia building off Huron and Northcroft Sts.  

Graduating Massey University students 
brightened the streets and helped top up the 
tills in Takapuna late last month. A total of 1603 
students graduated from the Albany campus, 
with 1428 of them being capped in person 
at one of eight ceremonies held at the Bruce 
Mason Theatre. 

Many lingered in the town centre to celebrate. 
“Its fantastic to see so many families enjoy-

ing a meal out and celebrating this milestone 
together, said Takapuna Beach Business As-
sociation chief executive Terence Harpur. 

“Takapuna’s restaurants and cafes are thrilled 
to host so many families during the week, many 
of whom have travelled from outside the area to 
celebrate together,” he said.

With the main shopping stretch of Hurstmere 
Rd undergoing construction work, students 
instead paraded along The Strand and past the 
beach to rejoin Hurstmere Rd and head to the 
theatre on 25-27 May. Among them were 43 
PhD candidates and 307 masters graduates, 
along with those achieving bachelors degrees.

Harpur said that while the upgrade (which 
has ended parking along the block) was always 
going to cause disruption, the association was 
pleased that extra pick-up and drop-off spots had 
been installed in the Anzac St car park. “All ac-
cessways have remained open and all businesses 
are open and ready to welcome customers.”  

Twenty new short-term parks had been added 
in the public car park behind the shops, he said. 
Auckland Transport had also set parking costs to 
50c an hour for those who paid with its AT Park 
App in the Killarney St and Toka Puia parks. 

Harpur said the works were progressing, with 
new tree pits being dug, blockwork built and 
drainage lines poured. “They will soon start to 
pour the new footpaths, which will really give a 
sense of what it’s all going to look like.” 

He thanked people for still shopping local. A 
Shop & Win promotion with $10,000 in prizes 
now on would make that even more attractive.  

The works were put on hold last year due 
to Covid-19 budget constraints and for the 
America’s Cup. They resumed after summer 
and are due to finish before Christmas.

Celebrating graduates set Takapuna buzzing

Caps off... New graduates indulge a traditional celebration outside 
the Bruce Mason Centre
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Kingfisher House, a new home for 17 resi-
dents, close to Devonport village, will open 
this month.

Beautifully decorated to feel like home, 
with period-sensitive décor, the layout is de-
signed for convenient living, socialising and 
enjoying life. Our properties have outdoor 
areas for gardening and growing veges, and 
caring for pets.

The Kumeu Village family recognises the 
need for something more than traditional 
aged care in a hospital or nursing home. Res-
idents and their families want options that 
provide high levels of respect and personal 
care, combined within a warm, friendly en-
vironment that is local and enjoyable to visit.

Kingfisher House is part of the Kumeu 
Village family, an extension of the very 
popular and respected Kumeu Village Rest 
Home, an industry leader in dementia care.

The new home will be run along Eden Alter-
native principles and be professionally staffed 
by a team of experienced and dedicated people.

Kingfisher House will provide a lifestyle 
that is fulfilling and meaningful. It is not a 
purpose-built facility, but a home that is de-
signed to enable people to live at a different 
stage of life in a safe and secure environment.

This is a new way of living with dementia.

The home will run day-to-day like a nor-
mal household, where residents and families 
will be able to join together, cook, social-
ise, have quiet time, enjoy their animals, go 
down the road for a coffee or take a stroll on 
the beach.

This is a new way of  
“Living with Dementia”

The Kumeu Village family has proven 
results that living in smaller household envi-
ronments is beneficial to the well-being of the 
person living with dementia, and their family; 
leading as normal a life as possible, taking 
part in the daily activities you would usually 
do if you were living at home.

Kumeu Village opened in 2015 and is pri-
vately owned and operated.

The team has been specialising in dementia 
care, with a difference, for 15 years.

The Kumeu Village family has four homes 
providing care for men and women. Each of-
fers a different environment, each person has 
unique needs and the lifestyle that they have 
come from varies.

From a villa in Devonport, to a luxury 
lodge in the vines in Kumeu, we have options 
for most to find their best way of life for their 
future care.

Community residents who choose to live 
in one of our Kumeu Village homes will re-
ceive 24/7 care with tailored routines, high 
care ratios and superior healthcare from the 
in-house GP.

Kingfisher House, 22 Calliope Rd 
Devonport,  give us a call  today.  
We’re open mid-June. 

Visit them at www.kumeuvillage.co.nz 
or www.kfh.co.nz, or phone 021 412 242.

Is it time to consider permanent care?

Come and visit us.
The small-
household approach 
focuses on getting 
residents involved in 
day-to-day life activities 
that bring them purpose and meaning, 
including:
•  Cooking and baking, and 

housekeeping
•  Exercise and yoga
•  Helping to hang the laundry
•  Gardening activities
•  Shopping outings 
•  Walks around the neighbourhood
•  Public outings to cafes, art galleries, 

 and to visit other houses
•  Trips to destinations of interest 

For many, living at home 
alone may appear fine, but 
sometimes this might result 
in stoves and hoses being 
left on, wandering, and 
forgetfulness around eating 
and taking medications. It 
can also be socially isolating, 
which can cause depression. 
Personal care can become 
neglected, which fosters 
further disengagement.

We are here to help guide 
you and we are only a phone 
call away. You are welcome 
to visit us and take a look 
around our different homes 
to see what may best suit 
your loved one.

Visit us at www.kumeuvillage.co.nz  
or www.kfh.co.nz 
PHONE 021 412 242
22 Calliope Road, Devonport

CALL US 

TODAY

OPEN 

MID-JUNE
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Volunteer Treasurer
Seeking a TREASURER with NFP 
experience to join our board. 
The board has an oversight of the 
strategic direction of CMA while 
ensuring that the organisation meets 
its legal and financial obligations. 
We meet once a month on a 
Wednesday in Takapuna. 
We are looking for a person with 
business experience who may be 
able to give added value to our 
strategic direction. 
North Shore CMA is charitable 
organisation that offers fun, social 
contact, companionship and 
activities to isolated seniors.

Apply via ShoreJobs.co.nz

Service Desk/ 
Senior Desk Analyst

If you are looking for an exciting 
career with an industry-leading ICT 
solution provider that offers career 
development opportunities, then we 
want to hear from you!
We are looking for a number of Service 
Desk Analysts/Senior Service Desk 
Analysts to join our dynamic team 
based on Auckland’s North Shore. 
This is a great opportunity for a 
motivated, self-driven, technical 
professional who is passionate 
about problem-solving and providing 
customer support. 
Working within the wider team, you 
will provide support to Lexel’s clients 
across a huge variety of platforms and 
applications.
You need to have proficient oral and 
written communication skills, and be a 
problem-solver with good attention to 
detail.  
You will also have experience in 
networking systems, server and/or 
Citrix and hold a tertiary qualification 
(University Degree or equivalent).

Apply via ShoreJobs.co.nz

Experienced journalist wanted
Are you wanting to take the next step 
in your career? Can you write off-diary 
local stories that are followed up by 
the national media but are equally 
happy covering local issues, sports and 
events? 
We are seeking a Milford-based reporter 
who can complement and fill in for our 
editor and news editor, with an eye 
to stepping up to a more senior role 
in a couple of years. We publish the 
Devonport Flagstaff and Rangitoto 
Observer, working to weekly deadlines, 
and have recently launched ShoreJobs 
– an on-line and in-print platform.
This job could suit someone living locally  
moving to Auckland or returning to work. 
Hours can be flexible (for example to suit 
parenting commitments) but there will be 
occasional night and weekend work. 
Make a real difference in your 
local community, working with 
a fun and committed team who 
have won numerous community- 
newspaper awards.
Knowledge of photography and Indesign 
an advantage, but training can be  
provided.

Apply via ShoreJobs.co.nz

Local Jobs for Nature 
Restoring Takarunga Hauraki  

Ecological Restoration
IfTakarunga Hauraki Ecological 
Restoration is looking to fill 3 roles 
within their team.

 They are looking for volunteers to fill 
part-time roles.

1.

Tikanga Māori Coordinator 
(10 hours/week)

2.

Pest-Free Field Coordinator  
(20 h/wk)

3.

Office Support 
(8 h/wk)

Apply via ShoreJobs.co.nz

Experienced Cook
Joe’s Eatery in Takapuna is looking 
for an experienced cook to join their 
team.

If you love the hospitality vibrancy 
and buzz, make a variety of nutritious 
and healthy meals, are imaginative, 
willing to push the boundaries, are 
knowledgeable in all aspects of 
kitchen operations including best 
practice and familiar with council 
and food safety regulations. 

The successful candidate will have 
previous experience in a similar role. 

You will be a well presented and 
self-motivated individual who 
has excellent organisational and 
communication skills.

Apply via ShoreJobs.co.nz

Full-time Sales & Marketing
Harcourts Devonport is looking 
for a Full-time Sales & Marketing 
Coordinator to join our team. 

We are looking for a professional 
and personable Sales & Marketing 
Coordinator to provide exceptional 
support to one of our North Shore 
Branches. This position requires 
a resilient, efficient, enthusiastic 
and detail oriented person that has 
a willingness to learn and support 
others. 

Our ideal candidate would need to 
have previous administration and/
or marketing experience but is not 
required.Your role will be varied, 
with new tasks and challenges each 
and everyday. 

You will be responsible for ensuring 
the branch runs smoothly by 
providing administrative and 
marketing support. You will be the 
centre of all of the office activity.

Apply via ShoreJobs.co.nz
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W I N T E R

F U N

PRE-SCHOOL PLAY

FREE 

Mondays and Wednesdays 10am-12pm  at 
 Mary Thomas Centre, Takapuna 

and Sunnynook  Community Centre

For full timetable see www.takapunatrust.org.nz

Junior reporter wanted

Exciting opportunity on Auckland’s 
North Shore for a keen journalist with 
an eye to the future. 
You will be working with a fun and 
experienced team on publications 
that have won numerous community-
newspaper awards. Our reporters 
have won national junior reporter 
awards eight times and have gone 
on to senior positions in leading 
news organisations. 
You will need to  come up with 
your own story ideas and work to 
assignment, and take engaging 
pictures. 
You will also be responsible for 
uploading photos to our website and 
onto social media. 
One to two years’ experience 
preferred. Some weekend work. 
Full driver licence required.

 
Apply via ShoreJobs.co.nz

Operations Manager
The Rose Centre in Belmont is looking 
for an Operations Manager to join their 
team at their wonderful centre. A NFP 
space in Belmont catering to a diverse 
local community and is focused on the 
performing arts. Are you a person who 
has the ability to multitask priorities, 
be hands on, proactively future plan, is 
achievement oriented and friendly. The 
Ops Manager role is onsite 15 hours a 
week @ $35ph. 

Apply via ShoreJobs.co.nz

Advertising Sales Rep
Looking for a results-driven Sales 
Representative to actively seek out 
and engage new customer prospects. 
Based out of our Milford office with 
remote work options, this is a Basic 
+ Commission based salary structure 
focused on bringing in new business. 
Cold calling and door knocking new 
prospects is a large part of this job. 

Apply via ShoreJobs.co.nz

FOR EMPLOYERS
•  Advertise instantly online 
•  Resumé screening
•  Promoted to FB Jobs, Google Jobs and 

other platforms
•  Includes targeted scout mails  
•  Includes display advertising  

in Devonport Flagstaff and/or  
Rangitoto Observer

•  Background checks also available

FOR CANDIDATES
•  Connect to employers 
•  Search positions vacant 
•  Sign up for our JOBMAIL
•  Apply directly to hiring managers

Live local. Work local.

www.shorejobs.co.nz

Tel: 09 445 0060
sales@shorejobs.co.nz

Hayden McCallum General Manager Waitemata Golf Club

Our new Head Chef to run our  
refurbished kitchen and F&B menu  

at Waitemata Golf Club found out about us 
via the ShoreJobs partner network.  

The ShoreJobs service was efficient and 
excellent value for the service provided.

  NOW

 $125
+GST
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Winning pair... Wendy Jensen (left) and Selina Goddard are among the 
top bowlers collecting titles for the Takapuna Bowling Club.

Takapuna’s female bowlers enjoy season of success
Takapuna Bowling Club’s champion 

women, Wendy Jensen and New Zealand 
Black Jack Selina Goddard (pictured), led 
the way in what has been the competitive 
club’s most successful season to date, in 
winning a record six North Harbour Bowls 
team titles. 

They were supported by up-and-coming 
players Lisa Parlane and Sky Renes.  

A further highlight was placing second at 
the Bowls NZ National Women’s Interclub 
tournament, which attracted entrants from 
480 clubs. 

The club also qualified for the final of the 
Bowls 3Five competition. This shortened 
event is three games of five ends each, de-
signed to enhance spectator interest.  

Jensen features in the mixed 3Five team, 
along with Simon Poppleton (skip) and 
Lisa Parlane. 

They defeated Hikurangi BC at Bowls 
Orewa to qualifiy for the national final 
which will be contested in Wellington this 
weekend, 12-13 June, at the Naenae Bowl-
ing Club.   

A win will give automatic entry into the 
televised series of Bowls 3Five. 

Earlier in the season, the club’s 7s team 
were national runners-up. That team con-
sisted of Jensen and Parlane, plus Selina 
Smith, Anne Doreen, Robyne Walker and  
Adele and Connie Mathieson.   

Sport
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Reach your  
Takapuna, Milford  

and surrounds 
customers  

cost-effectively

Contact the Observer for 
our rates and dates. 

EMAIL:  
sales@rangitoto-observer.co.nz

Trades & Services

We guarantee 
our Workmanship

Backed by over 35 years’ experience 
of quality preparation and painting

ph ross kingdom 
021 723 413

registered 
professional painters Phone COLIN on 480 5864

RECOVER YOUR
LOUNGE SUITE

Call us for a free quotation and put the life
back into that favourite chair or lounge suite

AWARD FURNITURE

North Shore based renovations, 
new builds, design & project  

management since 1985.

Trustworthy licensed builders specialising  
in residential alterations/extensions, 

kitchens, bathrooms, tiling, re-cladding.

Contact Alex Carey on  
0274 660 666, or visit our website 

www.efd.kiwi

RENE GARDENING

SMALL & MEDIUM TREES
HEDGES & SHRUBS
PRUNING – TRIMMING
GARDEN TIDY UPS 
& MAINTENANCE

We look after your  
garden with care  
and passion. 

facebook.com/ReneGardening

         @renegardening

info@renegardening.co.nz
Rene: 021 134 5604

CLASSIFIEDS

ACCOMMODATION
To Let Bayswater 3 bed-
room house, avail mid-
June, $580.00 pw, no pets, 
references required.   Ap-
ply with cv to maurice@
mjblaw.co.nz, phone 527 
1311 for viewing appoint-
ment.

SERVICES OFFERED
FixIT Handyman - ex-
cellent work,  practical 
budget, most jobs wel-
come, interior/exterior free 
quote. Josh 0212618322 

TUITION
Maths Coaching Offered. 
Year 7 to year 13 wel-
comed. 15 mins of chess 
with all my junior students. 
Ph Peter BE, Dip Tchg  
o n  0 9  4 4 5  1 8 9 9  o r  
021 0817 5037.

WANTED
Cars Wanted. Cars Vans 
4x4s Utes Trucks 24/7 
Cash paid 0800 203 060.

Tony Gasperini
Qualified Local Arborist

Tree & Tall Hedge Specialist

027 770-0099
Devonport, Auckland
tony.gasperini@gmail.com

CARS 
WANTED

• Cars • Vans
• 4x4s • Utes  • Trucks 

24/7

0800 203 060

CASH PAID

LOOKING FOR A 
LOCAL ELECTRICIAN 

YOU CAN TRUST?

We specialise in residential 
service and maintenance

CALL US NOW

029 128 7494
lewis@lakeroadelectrical.co.nz

www.lakeroadelectrical.co.nz

Specialising in all aspects of  
Wall and Floor Tiling and  
Under-tile Waterproofing

Carried out and certified by local  
tradesman of 24 years’ experience 

FREE QUOTES 

Contact Doug 021 187 7852 
or 09 446 0687 or email 
calpremtiling@gmail.com 

Caledonian 
Premier 
Tiling Ltd. 

BOOKKEEPING 
SERVICES

Xero, MYOB, GST, Payroll

www.ljbass.co.nz
info@ljbass.co.nz

027 331 3164

FENCE
BROTHERS

www.fencebros.co.nz

• FENCES
• PERGOLAS
•  DECKS

•  RETAINING 
WALLS

•  PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

CONTACT US 
FOR A FREE QUOTE

0800 336 232
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Early cultural crossover acknowledged by envoy

Poyntons honoured… North Shore MP Simon Watts and Devonport-
Takapuna Local Board members Trish Deans and George Wood were 
among those at the visit of Irish Ambassador Peter Ryan (in pale blue 
jacket) alongside Monsignor Bernard Kiely at O’Neill’s Pt Cemetery

A well-known Maori hymn attributed 
to the country’s first Catholic Bishop, a 
Frenchman, was sung at the recent graveside 
gathering to remember the contributions of 
an Irish settler couple instrumental in bring-
ing him here.

The occasion was the visit of the Ambas-
sador of Ireland, Peter Ryan, to the graves 
of Mary and Thomas Poynton at O’Neill’s 
cemetery in Bayswater.

Ryan thanked people for remembering the 
“seminal role of the Poyntons”, before “Mo 
Maria” was sung by a group of around 20 
people. Residents of Takapuna and Milford 
attended, along with Devonport-Takapuna 
Local Board members George Wood and 
Trish Deans and North Shore MP Simon 
Watts. Monsignor Bernard Kiely, Vicar-
General of the Auckland Diocese, was there 
also, along with representatives of the Sisters 
of Mercy and Society of Mary. 

Mary and Thomas Poynton hosted Bishop 
Jean Baptiste Pompallier in the Hokianga 
when he first arrived and were present at his 
celebration of the first Catholic mass in this 
country in 1838. They eventually moved to 
Takapuna, buying a large tract of land around 
Lake Pupuke. After their deaths some of the 
land they owned was sold by family to the 
sisters and later used to establish Carmel 
College. Another block became St Joseph’s 
Primary School. 

Ryan, the first Irish ambassador to be 
based in New Zealand rather than adding us 
on from Australia, was in Auckland as part of 
his mission to foster Irish and New Zealand 
relations, He said the cemetery visit – during 
which he placed flowers and sprinkled water 
from Ireland and New Zealand – was an op-
portunity to recognise the resilience and faith 

of the Poyntons and of the Irish generally. 
Connections were strong, with one in six 
New Zealanders said to have Irish ancestry.

He outlined his own arrival here in 2018, 
when the Governor-General gifted him a 
korowai and a Maori kuia told him that she 
had Irish ancestry dating back to the 1860s.

It is believed that the Poyntons and Bishop 
Pompallier most likely spoke together in 
French, but the bishop learned te reo. His 
Mo Maria hymn is widely sung, including 
in Catholic schools. 

Forrest Hill resident Margaret Field, a 
descendant of the O’Neills for whom the 
cemetery was named, said her forebears 
were friends of the Poyntons, despite re-
ligious differences. “There was always a 
great friendship between the Irish in New 
Zealand – mostly because the English didn’t 
like them.”
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24
97

Call Mark for more details.

WILLIAM SANDERS VILLAGE 
7 Ngataringa Road, Devonport, 445 0909

rymanhealthcare.co.nz

Enjoy expansive views across the  
water to Mount Victoria while our team 
take care of your housekeeping and 
our chefs prepare your midday meal.

With balcony views of the sea, harbour 
bridge and sky tower you will be 
impressed with this stunning apartment. 

One of our best serviced apartments, 
from the top floor you can look out 
over the bowling green and out to the 
sky tower and city lights.

Luxury living

Sea this one

High flyer

SA553

IAC28

SA572 1

2

11

1

150m2

88m2

57m2

$600,000

$1,500,000

$670,000

Images are indicative

Relax on your balcony and enjoy  
the spectacular views out to the 
harbour and city skyline from this 
gorgeous two-bedroom apartment.

Amazing views!

IAC42 2 1 87m2

$1,750,000 

22
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Made with 100% organic ingredients fresh each 
week and delivered nationwide to your door.

Handmade by our professional chefs we offer 
restaurant-quality healthy, nutritious meals with 
gluten free, dairy free and vegan options.

ready made 
Organic meals

order yours today
www.southernorganics.co.nz
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Open day’s 
dress-up fun

Yo ho ho... Sixyearold Nicolas 
Ribeiro tried on a pirate’s 
costume and wanted a sword.

Trying on costumes, watching comic 
performances and backstage tours were all 
crowd-pleasers at the PumpHouse Theatre’s 
recent open day.

“We’ve had 30 to 40 people trying on 
clothes,” said Lyn Carlyle, of Shoreside Thea-
tre, which stages shows at the Takapuna venue. 

This had included an older woman who 
slipped into some My Fair Lady finery. 

“People like the surprise of it in the mirror,” 
said the wardrobe mistress of 16 years’ stand-
ing. The PumpHouse helped out with its own 
box of dress-ups used in educational classes 
for young visitors.

PumpHouse manager James Bell said the 
turnout was pleasing. The aim was to encour-
age awareness and appreciation of the heritage 
theatre and its versatile spaces. 

Some visitors signed up to become Friends 
of the PumpHouse, on the day before a celebra-
tion of the founding of the trust that drove its 
establishment. (See story below)  

Friends indeed... Original Friends of the PumpHouse (from left) 
Angela Antony and Genevieve Becroft, with the current chair of the 
theatre trust, Peter Burn

Founders share PumpHouse memories
A  colourful sunset over Lake Pupuke was 

a fitting theatrical backdrop for a cocktail 
function to mark 50 years since the found-
ing of the trust that saved the PumpHouse. 

Around 75 original members and newer 
supporters gathered on 24 May to celebrate 
the milestone. 

The former water-pumping station, built 
in 1905, was in a state of disrepair and 
bound for demolition when the community 
began rallying to save it.

The North Shore Theatre and Arts Trust, 
which formed in 1971, still runs the venue.  
Current chair Peter Burn acknowledged the 
hard work of the many people who have 
kept the PumpHouse going over the years. 
He spoke also of the diverse programme of 
events it had ahead.

The evening included a reading of the 
play Saved, by Peg Escott. The Milford-
based writer was a key member of the team 
who formed the trust.

PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY

Kathryn 
Robertson
Residential Sales

021 490 480

E: Kathryn.robertson@bayleys.co.nz
W: kathrynrobertson.bayleys.co.nz

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

WHAT’S ON @
Takapuna Library

AUTHOR TALK:  
NICK BOLLINGER

Thursday, 24th June, 6.00–7.30pm
Nick Bollinger, pre-
senter and producer of 
The Sampler for RNZ, 
will be talking about his 
upcoming new book 
chronicling the develop-
ment of counterculture 
in New Zealand from the 
1960s. Don’t miss the opportunity to be 
entertained by this piece of our musical 
history! Please RSVP: takapunaevents@ 
aucklandcouncil.govt.nz 

NORTH SHORE LIBRARIES 
FOUNDATION BOOKCLUBS

Bookclub members gather once a month 
to discuss the monthly read. Books are 
recent editions of fiction, non-fiction, 
biography and travel. You may like to join 
an existing group or start a group yourself.

For more information please contact 
Jocelyn Magness on 0212085480, 

4895376 or jocelynmagness@gmail.com 

FRIENDS OF THE  
TAKAPUNA LIBRARY

The Friends of the Takapuna Library is an 
enthusiastic group of library users who 
are keen to put something back into the 
library that has served them so well. They 
are known throughout New Zealand 
for assisting Takapuna Library with its 
innovative and enjoyable programme of 
events. The group’s goal is to promote 
reading as a worthwhile recreational 
activity by organising library related 
projects, ‘meet the author’ events and 
social functions. For more information 
please contact the Programmes and Events 
librarian on 8904900 or takapunaevents@
aucklandcouncil.govt.nz

This month’s recommended read:  
The Girl with the Louding Voice by  
Abi Dare. Unforgettable, inspiring, 

wonderful. A must read.
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Open 
fOr Lunch, Wine  

TasTings, & evenTs
everY DaY frOM 11.30 aM

WWW.sTOnYriDge.cOM 
09 372 8822

“ ONE OF THE TOP 10 MUST 
VISIT WINERIES IN THE WORLD” 
THE GUARDIAN

Cantare, the premier choir from Westlake 
Girls High School, is looking ahead to the 
Auckland regional round of the Big Sing Festi-
val this month. Three times in a row it has been 
a gold-award recipient at national level of the 
annual competition run by the Choral Founda-
tion, and it is again keen to excel.

A series of concerts and performances in the 
lead-up is helping tune up the singers in time 
for the festival on 24 June. Cantare will perform 
a free concert (along with six other Westlake 
choirs) at the Westlake Schools Combined Cho-
ral Concert on Tuesday 15 June at the Westlake 
Boys Audotorium from 6.30pm.

This follows the choir being invited to 
sing at prestigious events, including a recent 
performance with the Auckland Philharmonia 
Orchestra at its Discovery Concert, and two 
performances at the Auckland War Memorial 
Museum as part of the Anzac commemorations 
on 25 April.

Choir director  and head of music at Westlake 
Girls Fiona Wilson says she is excited for the 
choir to be performing again after most of their 
performances were cancelled last year due to 
Covid-19. 

This included a planned international tour, 
with performances in Boston, Toronto and 

Carnegie Hall in New York.
“The cancellation of the US and Canada tour 

scheduled for April last year was devastating for 
the students,” she says. 

“We were three weeks away from departing 
on what should have been the trip of a lifetime.”

But the disappointment appears to have 
motivated the students still in the choir to make 
the most of every opportunity since, she says. 

They were grateful for what had recently 
been possible in New Zealand.

The choir’s musical standard was noticeably 
stronger, despite disruption to rehearsals during 
lockdowns earlier in the year.

“We are really looking forward to be per-
forming back on stage at the Auckland Town 
Hall and showcasing the depth of musicality in 
this choir,” she says of the looming Big Sing.  

Cantare has another special date to look 
forward to in November, when it has been 
invited to perform in concert with the Royal 
New Zealand Navy Band for Armistice Day.

Top Westlake Girls choir hits the high notes

Sing stars... Westlake Girls Cantare choir pictured during an Anzac Day performance at the Auckland War 
Memorial Museum

48 Victoria Road | (09) 446 0100 | www.thevic.co.nz

NOW SHOWING 
Days of the Bagnold Summer (M) 86min  NEW
Spirit Untamed (PG) 88min  NEW
The Conjuring 3:  
The Devil Made Me Do It (R16) 112min  NEW
Dream Horse (PG) 113min  NEW
A Quiet Place: Part II (M) 97min  NEW
Cruella (PG) 134min  NEW
Poppy (PG) 98min  NEW
In The Heights (PG) 143min  Previews 11-13 JUN
The Hitman’s Wife’s Bodyguard (R16)  
 Previews 10-16 JUN

COMING SOON 
Fast & Furious 9: The Fast Saga (M) 142min  17 JUN
Herself (M) 97min  17 JUN
In The Heights (PG) 143min Previews  18-20 JUN
Open Mic Night at The Vic (Live Show)  24 JUN
The Wonderfish Collective (Live Show)  26 JUN

events@thevic.co.nz

SPECIALS
CHEAP TUESDAY 
$10 Adult / $8 Child
*EXCEPT PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

THE VIC LIVE
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premium.co.nz |  F ine Homes |  F ine Apartments |  F ine Li festyles
PREMIUM REAL ESTATE LTD LICENSED REA 2008 | 916 6000

VIEW | SUN 11 - 11.30 AM OR BY APPT
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/80136
EOI | 01 JULY 2021 AT 4 PM UNLESS SOLD PRIOR

TAKAPUNA | 5A PARK AVENUE | SUPERB SEASIDE OPPORTUNITY 
This spacious townhouse facing north is in an ideal 
location if you are wanting a beach and vibrant lifestyle. 
There is a gorgeous entertainers kitchen which flows 
seamlessly to an open plan living area and courtyard 
through fabulous high bi-folding doors. Offering 3 
generous bedrooms, 2 bathrooms and lovely sunroom 
which opens out to a sun drenched deck.

ROBERT MILNE 022 011 24 94 | 916 6000
RICHARD MILNE 021 770 611 | 916 6000

VIEW | PLEASE CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT 
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/80134
SET DATE SALE | 23 JUNE 2021 4 PM UNLESS SOLD PRIOR

This immaculate 124sqm one level apartment with 2 
ensuited bedrooms, has magnificent Auckland city 
views including Waitemata Harbour and Rangitoto and 
including the wide panorama of Auckland city, harbour 
bridge and beyond. There is a separate fitted laundry 
room and guest powder room. The 2 parallel carparks 
are the best located in the building, with easy level 
access to the lift. This is a fantastic lock and go lifestyle.

TAKAPUNA | 2403 SENTINEL | PANORAMIC DAYS | SURREAL CITYSCAPE NIGHTS

ALISON PARKER 021 983 533 | 916 4381

VIEW | SAT/SUN 11 – 12 PM OR BY APPT 
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/80128
AUCTION | ON SITE 20 JUNE 2021 AT 1PM UNLESS SOLD PRIOR

Built in 2017, of weatherboard with pitched roof, it has 
a sleek interior with timber floors and absolute quality 
throughout. Downstairs living has two lounges and luxury 
kitchen, plus there are 4 bedrooms, 3.5 bathrooms. 
The perfectly flat fenced section has an electric security 
gate and there is internal double garaging plus off street 
parking. Expect to be impressed!

CASTOR BAY | 25A BEVYN STREET | STYLISH | SPACIOUS | STUNNING

CAROLE THOMAS 021 539 553 | 916 6000

VIEW | SUN 12.30 - 1.30 PM OR BY APPT 
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/80131
AUCTION | ON SITE 25 JUNE 2021 AT 7 PM UNLESS SOLD PRIOR

This stunning home has been meticulously rebuilt, now 
boasting all the latest modern conveniences whilst 
retaining its character and charm. Sitting on an elevated 
north-facing 635sqm site. Entertain or relax in the 
comfort of the bespoke open-plan living, kitchen and 
dining area which open out to a large deck that enjoys 
sea views. Beautiful outdoor area - with a pool, built-in 
bbq and veggie garden. Don’t miss your chance to view.

TAKAPUNA | 20 HAURAKI ROAD | SEAWARD-SIDE SANCTUARY

LEWIS GUY 021 867 355 | 916 6000


