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Big picture... North Shore artist Chrissie Calvert took just a day to paint her mural on the back of the 
toilet block beside Potters Park in Takapuna. But it took determination to win the work. Story, page 3.

Popular Takapuna dairy victim of overnight ram raid
An overnight ram raid on a Takapuna 

dairy has left its shaken staff looking over 
their shoulders at the door. 

The Rangitoto Superette on Lake Rd was 
targeted around 3am on Saturday 17 July. 
The managers were not on the premises, but 
they were phoned by the property owner 
who lives out the back and arrived to see 
the damage. A car had been driven through 
the glass front doors before the offenders 
took off with cigarettes, tobacco and vapes.

Manager Raj Kaur said it was the first 
break-in at the dairy in the three years she 
had been in the job. “We hadn’t thought this 
would happen here, it’s a very good area.”

The break-in had left her feeling “totally 
blank on the day”.  After a big clean-up and 
the installation of temporary doors, the dairy 
reopened around lunchtime on Saturday. 

“I want to keep my eyes on the door,” said 
Kaur, who added that police had provided 
a smoke unit to deter future offenders. Bol-

lards would be put out front. Reaction from 
regulars had been sympathetic. “Customers 
said ‘sorry’; they feel bad for us.” 

Security footage showed young offend-
ers, including a female, she said. Police 
had spoken of similar burglaries that night. 

Detective Senior Sergeant Ash Matthews 
of the Waitemata East CIB said the vehicle 
involved was found in the nearby area.  

 “At this stage our enquiries remain ongo-
ing, including analysing CCTV footage.” 

Open Night
Tuesday, 27 July 2021 

4pm and 6pm
WESTLAKE GIRLS HIGH SCHOOL

2 Wairau Road, Takapuna

For more information visit westlakegirls.school.nz/open-night
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17 Fraser Avenue, Northcote
Ph: 09 418 3118 | Manager: Siloata Tuato

amc.manager@annemaree.co.nz
www.annemareeresthome.co.nz

Become part of the Anne Maree Court
family – with rooms now available

COVID SAFE CARE

Anne Maree Court
Rest Home & Hospital

Police chopper busy on day of meeting on crime
Takapuna was buzzed by a police helicopter 

on the same day as a public meeting about 
crime, raising questions among attendees.

They ranged from how the police could 
afford to have the Eagle circling overhead for 
an extended time to why there weren’t more 
police on the streets when house and car break-
ins were on the rise.

“We need a police presence in Takapuna,” 
said one Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinator. 
“Why is the Takapuna police station not open 
– it closes at 4pm,” she said. Yet on some 
callouts, 10 cars would turn out from all over.

Concerns about problems arising from 
emergency housing were also raised, along 
with worries about the general rise in gang 
and drug presence, prompting speculation 
some of these factors were involved in the 
Eagle callout.

The Observer established the helicopter was 
put up in response to a reported gun incident on 
Barrys Pt Rd. Police on the ground headed to 
a cul-de-sac near Countdown, where a motel 
used for emergency housing is sited.

The meeting was called by North Shore 
MP Simon Watts. Both he and Simeon 
Brown, National’s spokesperson on police 
and corrections, spoke before an open forum 

of around 30 people at the Rose Centre in 
Belmont. 

Many were Takapuna and Hauraki resi-
dents, although community-support people 
from Devonport and Northcote also at-
tended, as did  four of the six members of 
the Devonport-Takapuna Local Board: chair 
Ruth Jackson, deputy Jan O’Connor and 
members George Wood and Trish Deans. 
Police were invited, but declined due to 
operational reasons, said Watts.

Watts outlined that he had met the com-
munity policing team three or four times since 
being elected last year. “I want to bang the 
drum – where are our police?” 

One of the issues was they were being di-
verted to the Covid response, with not all their 
roles backfilled. he said. Community constable 
Jasmine Bundle had been promoted and the 
post now had a temporary officer in charge.  

From his work as a volunteer ambulance 
paramedic, Watts said he knew the area was 
home to people living with serious needs 
and issues. Sexual assault and domestic 
violence were often hidden. As to drugs: 
“We’re not immune to that on the North 
Shore,” he noted. “There’s challenges 
around the emergency housing and the 

 type of people that is bringing in.” 
Of 65 to 70 family groups, 80 per cent were 

not from the Shore, he said. Some people in 
motels had prior challenges from mental health 
or criminal backgrounds. “Gangs have been 
active around these motels as well.”

Brown, the MP for Pakuranga, said: “One of 
the things that frustrates the police is they get 
more people repeating things on the local Face-
book grapevine than to the police.” Reporting 
crimes helped intelligence “match things up”.

Brown outlined the national situation, in-
cluding concerns around gangs and their access 
to illegal firearms. 

Serious assaults were on the rise, he said. 
So too police callouts related to mental health 
and domestic violence. While burglary and 
other crimes against property had dropped 
in the last 12 months, this could be put down 
to more people at home due to the Covid-19 
pandemic. With 4000 children in emergency 
housing, the question was: “Why are we put-
ting gang members next to kids?”

Brown kept it short on what National 
might do if it were in power, but reiterated 
its tough-on-gangs stance. He acknowledged 
that Labour had delivered 1300 extra police, 
but said this was short of its pledge of 1800. 
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Did you know your cardiovascular health is linked to hearing health? 
It’s true! Our ears are extremely sensitive to blood flow and the 
oxygen it delivers. However, the veins and arteries that supply our 
ears with oxygen are very small, so any disruptions to the delivery of 
oxygen can quickly impact our hearing.
As with many areas in health, we are rapidly learning about the 
interconnectedness of our bodies. What impacts one aspect of our 
overall health, impacts many other aspects. Our ears are no exception. 
Within the organ of hearing (also known as the Cochlea) sits the Stria 
Vascularis. This is a very important part of the hearing mechanism. 
Not only does it create the fluid that facilitates neural stimulation in 
the ear, it is the point where oxygen-rich blood enters the cochlea. 
If there is any disruption to blood flow, the Stria Vascularis is the 
first part of the ear that suffers. It’s one part of the Why-we-lose-our-
hearing-as-we-age theory.
Long story short, keep up with your heart-healthy activities - it’ll 
help keep your hearing healthy too. 
If you are keen to check on your hearing – book a free hearing 
check with Teresa Burns Hearing on 09 475 9849.

love your hearing

Your local  
hearing expert  

– she’ll listen to  
your hearing story  
and will see you at  
your appointment  

– every time.

Hear every time.
North Shore.
Teresa Burns AuD, MNZAS

t: 09 475 9849
Location: Inside the Health - I Care Centre
215 Wairau Road, Glenfield, North Shore

www.teresaburnshearing.co.nz

Heart Health = Hearing Health
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Briefs

New Takapuna mural worth squawking about
When Chrissie Calvert saw “an ugly white 

wall” in Takapuna, she saw an opportunity. 
“I thought there should be something there 

to brighten up the space, because there are not 
a lot of murals around the Shore,” she says.

Now, thanks to the 25-year-old art school 
student, locals have a colourful coastal scene to 
enjoy as they cross Takapuna’s central car park. 

Painted on the side of the public toilet block 
by Potters Park, the mural shows a cheeky 
seagull with a haul of chips, with a backdrop 
of the sea and Rangitoto. It was one of several 
Calvert sketched as options for Devonport-
Takapuna Local Board approval.

Having grown up on the Shore, Calvert 
wanted to create area-appropriate artwork. 
Judging by comments such as “This is so cool” 

as she painted the mural in one day last week, 
she has succeeded. “I hope people will see it 
and ask me to do more,” she says.     

To help kickstart work opportunities, Calvert 
dipped into her own pocket to do the mural. 
Having tried unsuccessfully for a Creative New 
Zealand grant, she paid an Auckland Council 
application fee of $500 to be considered to do 
a public art piece. When accepted, she had to 
pay for paint. Resene gave her 50 per cent off.

“I have to show I can do it to get more mu-
rals,” is her reasoning. With a dream of being 
a full-time painter once she gains her degree 
through Whitecliffe College of Arts and Design, 
the final-year student plans to have commercial 
projects alongside her own art practice. 

To that end she has set up Calvert Studio, 

with a website selling prints and promoting 
her services. She has also been dabbling in a 
trend from America of couples commissioning 
a painting to mark their wedding. She paints 
portraits of  the brides and grooms, either live 
on the big day or from photographs. Wine and 
paint classes, another trend, have provided her 
with work tutoring sessions in the city.  

Calvert – who has just moved from Hauraki 
Corner to Hillcrest – sees murals as an enjoy-
able area to expand into. She has done several, 
including one for a Northcote gym and another 
for a little girl’s bedroom.  

Board member George Wood was impressed 
by her Takapuna work, saying: “I wish her all 
the best and feel that it is a superb painting 
depicting the scavenging seagull.”

RSV hits Shore 
North Shore Hospital’s emergency 
department is dealing with “very high 
numbers” of people presenting with 
Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV)-type 
conditions. The hospital’s special-care 
baby units and paediatric ward have 
also been very busy. To help ease the 
load, people should only present to 
the hospital in genuine emergencies, a 
spokesperson said. 

Landmark felled
A landmark large Norfolk pine at the 
beach end of Milford Rd is no more. 
Auckland Council decided it was in poor 
condition and needed to be removed.

Play time
The new playground behind the 
Sunnynook Community Centre is already 
proving popular with families. The 
colourful addition to Sunnynook Park 
opened last Friday.

Bright spot... Rug up and head out next weekend to Takapuna Winter 
Lights, for entertainment for all ages. See installations such as this 
one by artist Vostperon, a recent semi-finalist in Australia’s Got 
Talent. The free event runs on Friday and Saturday, 30-31 July, at 
Hurstmere Green, with lights on from 5pm to 10pm.   
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How hard is it to adjust to hearing aids?
Have you been recommended hearing 
aids? Or are you considering taking  
action to improve your hearing ability? 
Whatever the case, you may be wondering, 
“is it hard to adjust to hearing aids?” 

The World Health Organisation estimates 
that globally, 466 million people have 
disabling hearing loss. This number is likely 
to increase to over 900 million by 2050.

The prevalence of hearing loss was 
estimated to be 880,350 people in New 
Zealand in 2016 and represents 18.9 per cent 
of all people. Males are more likely to have 
hearing loss (472,961 people) compared to 
females (407,388).

If you fall into this category, don’t 
despair because many organisations 
invest considerable sums in research and 
development (R&D) to manage and solve 
the problems associated with hearing loss.

R&D has also led to many technological 
advancements that provide increasingly 
comfortable and practical solutions.

With hearing aids, you might be hearing 
things you have not heard in a long while. 
Usually, high-frequency sounds like birds 
chirping, beeps from electronic devices, 
and even children’s voices will be suddenly  
audible.

All of these “new sounds” and auditory 
stimulation may take some time to adjust to. 
There is no one-size-fits-all period of adjust-
ment; everyone is different.

And with the improvement in hearing-aid 
sound quality over the past few decades, 
that period of adjustment has anecdotally re-
duced significantly. But it’s essential to keep 
in contact with your audiologist to express 
any concerns you may have.

Your hearing aids may also need fine-tun-
ing in the first few weeks or months to make 
them as comfortable as possible for you.

Adjusting to wearing hearing aids will 
vary for everyone, but you can make the 
transition easier by keeping an open mind 
and asking for help when you need it.

The door at Ear Health in Devonport is al-
ways open for anyone experiencing difficul-
ty adapting to or operating their hearing aids.

SPONSORED
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Petition seeks retention of Sacred Grove boardwalk
Opposition is mounting to the 

proposed removal of the boardwalk 
through the Sacred Grove of pohutu-
kawa at the northern  end of Takapuna 
Beach. 

A petition launched to save the 
wooden walkway drew 500 signatures 
in its first three days. By the Observer 
deadline a week later more than 1000 
people had registered their opposition 
to a recommendation by Auckland 
Council officers that the boardwalk 
be removed. 

“There is very strong community 
angst at the council officers who are 
overriding the community board and 
locals,” said Tony and Rachel Lewis, who 
live nearby. 

The petition will be presented to the 
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board, which 
had been expected to consider the issue at its 
July meeting this week, but it did not appear 
on the agenda. It is understood consideration 
of the matter has been delayed until August. 

When Auckland Council closed the board-
walk two years ago, a sign was put up stating 
that it was “closed for maintenance and will 
be reopened”. The Lewises said officials now 
seemed determined to keep it closed.  

Most of those who had signed the peti-
tion were beach walkers, they said. It was 
also online.

The issue was discussed at a council 

workshop meeting with board members in 
late May. Officials said that to protect the po-
hutukawa and recognise the grove’s historic 
significance to mana whenua, the boardwalk 
should be dismantled. 

The cost of this and tree protection meas-
ures was estimated to be around $880,000.  

Board members quizzed officials hard dur-
ing the lengthy session, and several members, 
including former and current chairs Aidan 
Bennett and Ruth Jackson, said a compro-
mise should be sought given community 
sentiment.

The board was advised that consents were 
unlikely to be issued to fix the boardwalk 
due to the sensitive status of the trees and 
the area it was in. 

This puts board members in the difficult 

position of either voting against of-
ficial advice or facing community flak.

The chair of the Takapuna Sands 
apartment building body corporate, 
Graeme Markwick, representing 
apartment owners who live on land 
above the boardwalk, recently wrote 
to Bennett and member Jan O’Connor 
saying under the Reserves Act it was 
illegal to keep a reserve closed for an 
extended time. 

“Under the statutes closure is only 
possible for six weeks whilst work is 
undertaken to ensure the area is safe 
for public use,” he wrote.

Restricting access by citing danger 
from the risk of falling trees was mislead-
ing, Markwick said.  If that was the case, 
the northern end of the beach, not just the 
reserve, would require closing given the size 
of the trees.

An emotive argument was being used to 
push board members towards official views, 
he claimed, with advice from the council’s 
arborist that to guarantee safety six trees 
would need to be removed or others pruned 
to such a degree they might not survive. 

Markwick said careful pruning of the trees 
would likely see their health recover. If limbs 
were reduced in height, this would mitigate 
risk to beach walkers. 

This approach had previously worked with 
two trees within the grove, he said.

OPEN NOWOPEN NOW

SPORTS OUTLETSSPORTS OUTLETS

www.westgate.kiwiWestgate Shopping Centre 
Fred Taylor Drive, Westgate, Auckland
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Simon Watts
MP for North Shore

Authorised by Simon 
Watts MP, Parliament 
Buildings, Wgtn.

Your local MP,  
supporting you and  
our local community

1 Earnoch Avenue, Takapuna
northshore@parliament.govt.nz
09 486 0005

  simonwattsmp

Local Glazing Services including:
•  Mirrors •  Broken Windows
•  Hush Glass •  Low E Thermal
•  Glass •  Safety Glass
•  Reputties •  Showers

ContaCt uS at  
devonportglass@gmail.com  

or 021 148 1804

 I can concur with John Little (Observer, 9 
July) about water historically supplied from 
Lake Pupuke). I was seven years old and living 
at Waterview Rd, Devonport, in 1953, where 
on several occasions we had brownish water 

flowing into our bath tub from what would 
today be described as huge taps. 

Along with the water would be bits of weed 
and the odd swimming thing.
Forres McPheat

More memories of brown-water bathing 

Going dotty in name of pedestrian safety
Extra experimental traffic-slowing measures 

have been installed to make two central Taka-
puna streets more pedestrian-friendly. 

Following the painting of dots on the road 
and pavement, trees in giant striped pots have 
been added to Northcroft St (at right), and a 
seating area with pergola installed in Huron St. 

Some car parks have been removed. The 
Innovating Streets trial will run until summer, 
with public feedback being sought by Auckland 
Transport (AT).

Meanwhile, traffic issues on Belmont Tce, 
Milford, will be reviewed next year. Devonport-
Takapuna Local Board member George Wood 
heard from AT this month after taking up the 
case of residents who in February called for 
action over congestion. School buses use the 

road and other local streets. At times there has 
not been room for vehicles coming in the other 
direction, given parked cars also clog the streets 
near the Westlake High Schools, Carmel and 
North Shore Hospital. 

“I want to rack up as many reasons as possible why you 
should see this show, because it’s a masterpiece.” METRO

Presented by Nightsong with Auckland Live 

A lark in the dark to find Bruce Mason

BOOK aucklandlive.co.nz

FRIDAY 30 &  
SATURDAY 31 JULY

Bruce Mason Centre 

3  
SHOWS 
ONLY

Letters 
Sunday evenings need later parking

Thankyou for your article highlighting the 
early closing times of the new Toka Puia car 
park  in Takapuna. 

While AT have now extended the Wed-
nesday night parking hours to midnight, 
Sunday evening  is also  a popular night for 
Takapuna diners.  AT are not yet relenting 
on the current 6pm closing.

This former gasometer  site was originally 
bought by the former Takapuna City Coun-
cil as an all day park for 500 cars. I well 
remember presenting a petition to Mayor 
Fred Thomas on behalf of the Takapuna 
Carpark Action Group asking for that project 
to begin. 

Thirty-five years later it has been com-

pleted for 420 carparks and 84 cycle parks. 
Meanwhile the 250 carparks in the Anzac 

St central car park are not coping with the 
popularity of Takapuna’s nightlife. 

Auckland Transport must urgently look 
at extending the other evening hours of 
Monday and Tuesday (now open until 9pm) 
and Sunday (now 6pm) also to midnight.
Jan O’Connor,  deputy chair 
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board
NB: AT says it is constrained by both staff-
ing resources and the few parkers using the 
facility after 6pm. Wednesday hours had 
been extended from 6 July until midnight 
in line with Thursday to Saturday hours, 
it said. Sunday hours were being explored.
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24
97

Call Mark for more details.

WILLIAM SANDERS VILLAGE 
7 Ngataringa Road, Devonport, 445 0909

rymanhealthcare.co.nz

Enjoy expansive views across the  
water to Mount Victoria while our team 
take care of your housekeeping and 
our chefs prepare your midday meal.

With balcony views of the sea, harbour 
bridge and sky tower you will be 
impressed with this stunning apartment. 

One of our best serviced apartments, 
from the top floor you can look out 
over the bowling green and out to the 
sky tower and city lights.

Luxury living

Sea this one

High flyer

SA553

IAC28

SA572 1

2

11

1

150m2

88m2

57m2

$600,000

$1,500,000

$670,000

Images are indicative

Relax on your balcony and enjoy  
the spectacular views out to the 
harbour and city skyline from this 
gorgeous two-bedroom apartment.

Amazing views!

IAC42 2 1 87m2

$1,750,000 

22
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 Takapuna goes down fighting in     sodden Harbour premier rugby championship final
The long-running New Zealand Ocean 
Swim Series is changing hands. The 
eight-event series has been sold to 
The Event Dudes Ltd, which owns the 
popular Beach Series, held weekly on 
Takapuna Beach, and the People’s 
Triathlon Series.  
Event Dudes directors are Dan Feisst 
and Jason Herriman.
The New Zealand Ocean Swim Series 
was formed in 2006 by Scott Rice and 
wife Natasha and this year introduced 
a mid-winter swim at Auckland’s 
Waiheke Island. After 15 seasons, the 
timing of The Event Dudes offer was 
just right, said Rice. 
“It’s been a fantastic series of events, 
but we feel we’ve done as much as we 
can do with the series.” He had loved 
the job, especially meeting the entrants. 
“You only live once and we could have 
stayed with the series for a lot longer 
or taken this chance to explore other 
options.” 
Rice has, however, retained the Ocean 
Swim Fiji event which is set for 12-16 
September 2022. He plans to take 
more time out with his family. But Rice 
still remains in the business world with 
his newly launched Puhoi Beer.

Ocean Swim sale 

Hard luck mate… North Shore’s Jacob Pierce consoles Takapuna 
number eight Lotu Inisi after the loss 

113 x 60 

FUNERALS 
NELSON & SUSAN 

ELLIOTT 

YOUR LOCAL  

Captain’s knock… Shane Neville
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 Takapuna goes down fighting in     sodden Harbour premier rugby championship final

Top defence… Takapuna’s Bryn Gatland (above) takes out winger  
Maui Hausia in the corner to keep Shore tryless in the first half,  
while (below) centre Moses Leo makes a break which led to a  
length-of-the-field try to Kade Banks 

Takapuna went within centimetres of 
winning the North Harbour premier rugby 
championship last Saturday – held up by 
North Shore on the line as they pushed for a 
match-winning try. 

The 12-11 win to Shore reflected the close-
ness and intensity of the high-quality match 
– expansive and largely error free – despite 
being played on a rain-soaked and slippery 
North Harbour stadium. 

Takapuna was up 11-0 at halftime, how-
ever the score slightly flattered the blue 
and golds. Shore had most of the attacking 
opportunites but were kept out by stout 
Takapuna defence. 

Against the run of play Takapuna’s Kade 
Banks scored an excellent try following a 
60-metre break by Moses Leo. It was one 
of the few clean breaks in the game, such 
was the excellence of both teams’ defence. 

As the weather deteriorated during the 
second half, the balance tipped Shore’s 
way as its committed and well-drilled pack 
started to take control. It went on to score 
two second-half tries, after long phases of 
rugged forward drives.

Takapuna would have loved to have 
had the services of powerful prop Karl 
Tu’inukuafe, who was unable to play as he 
was on stand-by duty for the All Blacks. 

With two minutes to go and behind 12-
11, it looked like Shore could run down the 
clock. But a penalty and a precision line kick 
by Bryn Gatland give Takapuna the chance 
of a line drive from five  metres out. 

The Shore forwards muscled up and pre-
vented Takapuna taking what would have 
been its 13th championship.

The result was particurlarly disppointing 
for long-serving lock and captain Shane 
Neville, who is contemplating retirement 
and hoped to go out on a championship win 
in his 141st game. 

• The Takapuna premier 2 side lost 29-13 
to Northcote in the senior reserves final.
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After a big community effort removing 
invasive palms and replanting Kitch-
ener Park with more native plants over two 
weekends, volunteers are hoping Auckland 
Council will step up and finish the job.

The park, tucked beside the Milford Ten-
nis Club and running down to Lake Pupuke, 
is recognised as a critically endangered 
stand of puriri forest. Yet, over the years 
it has become overgrown with Chinese 
windmill palms.

“This puriri forest has become a Chinese 
windmill palm forest,” says near-neighbour 
Warrick Smith. He has personally pulled 
around 300 small palms from the park, 
leading up to a recent Saturday when around 
25 people joined him for a further session. 

The volunteers were rallied by the Mil-
ford Residents Association and the Pupuke 
Birdsong Project.

“I’m so grateful – it’s a lot of work,” 
says Smith. 

The volunteers ranged from school pupils 
to retirees. An international student from 
Carmel College came along as a school-
service project, accompanied by her mother.

But with health and safety regulations 
preventing the group from chopping down 
trees over three metres tall, the large palms 
left standing will continue to seed. “If we get 
those out I can manage the little ones,” says 
Smith, who also traps possums in the park.

He has lodged a request that the council 
remove about 50 remaining large palms.

Birdsong acting coordinator Tabitha 
Becroft says: “What we will do is keep 
nagging them.” 

She points out that like the larger, also in-
fested neighbouring Sylvan Park, Kitchener 
Park is a recognised puriri forest eco-system 
which should be cared for.

Another issue is raising community 
awareness that windmill palms are a prob-
lem. They are not uncommon in Milford 
gardens and in other reserves along the 
lakefront. Birds spread their seeds. 

Becroft says although the palms are a 
significant weed locally, they are not on 
the wider city hit list. “The more we get 
rid of the palms the more we get rid of the 
seed source.” 

She hopes that from starting in the parks, 

conversations can be had with neighbours 
and we “get a halo effect”.

Smith drew on Becroft’s advice in sourc-
ing the appropriate plants to fill gaps in 
the forest floor. A second smaller group of 
volunteers planted these in wet weather last 
Sunday. His employer, electronic-monitor-
ing company Attenti, paid for the plants as 
a social good. They were sourced from Te 
Whangai, a charitable trust that runs nurser-
ies to provide employment opportunities for 
young people. 

Smith’s trapping work has expanded 
from setting one trap to now having five, 
including some in Sylvan Park. In just a 
few months he has trapped more than 30 
possums. A woman recently volunteered 
to help him. He hopes culling the possums 
will help reduce tree damage and see more 
native birds return.

“Because Warrick is doing such a good 
job they’re flowering now,” says Becroft of 
the kohekohe trees that are also in the park. 
Their flowers were an important source of 
winter food for tui, she said, but they were 
also “like chocolate for possums”.

Volunteers gather to wage war on pesky palms

xxx xxxx 

Palm Saturday... Among those tackling the invasive Chinese windmill palms in Kitchener Park recently 
were (clockwise from left) Sienna Potvin (16) and Mia Meikle (9), Tabitha Becroft and Warrick Smith, 
Chris Brockliss, and mother and daughter Kris Ye and Zoe Liu (14)
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Law graduate/legal assistant/
legal secretary

We are a busy general law practice 
located in Devonport. Our work 
consists of residential and commercial 
conveyancing, leasing, family law and 
business transactions.

If you are a recent law graduate, 
looking at returning back to the 
workforce or have current experience 
but are looking for new opportunities, 
we want to hear from you.

We welcome those who are:

•  self-starters,

•  have good communication skills and

•  willing to learn on the job. 

We will tailor the role and pay rates 
to suit the right candidate – we will 
consider applications for full-time, part-
time and fixed-term positions.

Contact Karyn Preston-Thomas.
Apply via ShoreJobs.co.nz

An opportunity has aris-
en for a skilled events 
organiser to join the 
team at the Devonport 
Peninsula Trust in a 
part time (13 hours per 
week), fixed-term capac-
ity. 
Key responsibilities are 
to manage some of the 
Trust’s popular, annually 
recurring events*, e.g. 
Summer Fun Tamariki 
Play and Kids Athletics 
and assist at others, 
working closely with the 
Devonport Community 
Coordinator. 

The ideal candidate:
•  has an outgoing personality and is comfortable 

speaking in front of groups and organising groups of 
children

•  is a skilled communicator (both written and verbal) 
with experience in report writing

•  is organised and a self-starter
•  has an understanding of the Devonport Peninsula 

Community
•  has experience in managing grass-roots, community 

events, and uses initiative to give expert advice to 
improve the Trust’s programmes

•  has team-leader experience 
•  is physically fit
•  has clean drivers’ licence and ability to drive a manual 

transmission van an advantage
•  is a competent user of MS Office suite of programs.

Summer Events Coordinator (part-time)

*Our events programme takes a break of 4 weeks over Christmas and New Year.
Apply with a CV and cover letter by 30th July. Attention Maria Teape.

Apply via ShoreJobs.co.nz

An opportunity has arisen 
for a skilled events assis-
tant to join the team at the 
Devonport Peninsula Trust 
in a part time (9.5 hours per 
week), fixed-term capacity. 
Key responsibilities are 
to assist with the Trust’s 
popular, annually recurring 
events*, e.g. Summer Fun 
Tamariki Play, Kids Athlet-
ics, Devonport Christmas 
Festival and others, work-
ing closely with the Sum-
mer Events Coordinator 
and Devonport Community 
Coordinator. 

The ideal candidate:
•  has an outgoing personality and can relate well 

to children and their caregivers
•  is a skilled communicator (both written and 

verbal) 
•  has an understanding of the Devonport Peninsula 

Community
•  has experience with grass-roots, community 

events
•  is able to work well in a small team and equally 

able to work autonomously
•  is physically fit
•  has clean drivers’ licence and ability to drive a 

manual transmission van an advantage
•  is a competent user of MS Office suite of 

programs.

Summer Events Assistant (part-time)

*Our events programme takes a break of 4 weeks over Christmas and New Year.
Apply with a CV and cover letter by 30th July. Attention Maria Teape.

Apply via ShoreJobs.co.nz

Practice Nurse 
Part-time or Casual

If you are an experienced practice 
nurse with a current immunisation and 
smear takers certificate and you are 
looking for either part-time or casual 
work we would love to hear from you.

If you are interested, please email  
manager@dfmdoctors.co.nz  

or if you have any questions please 
phone Monique 0274193052.

Qualified Relief Teachers
Age School in Takapuna is looking for 
Qualified Relief Teachers to join their team. 
Age School is a boutique urban school, 
designed for children for year 1 to 12 who 
thrive on smaller classes.  
A place where care for each other and 
the environment goes hand in hand with 
learning that goes beyond the national 
curriculum.This relief role will be throughout  
the week, 4-8 hour shifts between 8am-5pm.

Apply now via ShoreJobs.co.nz
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We guarantee 
our Workmanship

Backed by over 35 years’ experience 
of quality preparation and painting

ph ross kingdom 
021 723 413

registered 
professional painters Phone COLIN on 480 5864

RECOVER YOUR
LOUNGE SUITE

Call us for a free quotation and put the life
back into that favourite chair or lounge suite

AWARD FURNITURE

North Shore based renovations, 
new builds, design & project  

management since 1985.

Trustworthy licensed builders specialising  
in residential alterations/extensions, 

kitchens, bathrooms, tiling, re-cladding.

Contact Alex Carey on  
0274 660 666, or visit our website 

www.efd.kiwi

RENE GARDENING

SMALL & MEDIUM TREES
HEDGES & SHRUBS
PRUNING – TRIMMING
GARDEN TIDY UPS 
& MAINTENANCE

We look after your  
garden with care  
and passion. 

facebook.com/ReneGardening

         @renegardening

info@renegardening.co.nz
Rene: 021 134 5604

CLASSIFIEDS
FOR SALE

Parking Available Op-
posite Hospital - One car 
only, safe and secure, 163B 
Shakespeare Rd, Phone 
021951156, Only $25.00 
per week.

SERVICES OFFERED
FixIT Handyman - ex-
cellent work,  practical 
budget, most jobs wel-
come, interior/exterior free 
quote. Josh 0212618322 

TUITION
Maths Coaching Of-
fered. Year 7 to year 13 
welcomed.  15 mins of 
chess with all my junior 
students. Ph Peter BE, Dip 
Tchg on 094451899 or 
02108175037.

WANTED
Cars Wanted. Cars Vans 
4x4s Utes Trucks 24/7 
Cash paid 0800203060

Tony Gasperini
Qualified Local Arborist

Tree & Tall Hedge Specialist

027 770-0099
Devonport, Auckland
tony.gasperini@gmail.com

CARS 
WANTED

• Cars • Vans
• 4x4s • Utes  • Trucks 

24/7

0800 203 060

CASH PAID

LOOKING FOR A 
LOCAL ELECTRICIAN 

YOU CAN TRUST?

We specialise in residential 
service and maintenance

CALL US NOW

029 128 7494
lewis@lakeroadelectrical.co.nz

www.lakeroadelectrical.co.nz

BOOKKEEPING 
SERVICES

Xero, MYOB, GST, Payroll

www.ljbass.co.nz
info@ljbass.co.nz

027 331 3164

FENCE
BROTHERS

www.fencebros.co.nz

• FENCES
• PERGOLAS
•  DECKS

•  RETAINING 
WALLS

•  PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

CONTACT US 
FOR A FREE QUOTE

0800 336 232

Issue 1 – 15 March 2019DELIVERED FORTNIGHTLY AN INDEPENDENT VOICE

Trades & Services

Support your 
paper for the  
price of a cup  
of coffee.

Go to devonportflagstaff.co.nz and click on  
‘Become a supporter’ at the top of the page.
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Wanting to open up young women’s eyes to 
the possibilities of working as tradies prompted 
Westlake Girls High School to hold an evening 
called Building Her Future.

The career night last term was designed 
to introduce girls to eight traditionally male-
dominated trades they may not have considered 
as jobs. 

The school recognises that with workforce 
demands changing, there is a need to introduce 
their students to new options.

“We were able to actively challenge the stereo- 
types that are often attached to the trades,” says 
organiser Gemma James from the school’s 
Careers Department. 

“As a result of the evening, we have been 
impressed by the number of junior students 
who are now thinking about pathways beyond 
school, and are open to new ideas.”

The trades night was a first for the school. It 
included talks and demonstrations by female 
apprentices, employers and training providers. 
Plumber Kellie Hinton and electrician Tori Col-
onna spoke to the students about their jobs, and 
a panel discussion involved female apprentices 
from a range of trades, including building, me-
chanical engineering, panel beating, electrical, 
plumbing, landscaping and line mechanics. 

Participants then had the opportunity to visit 
a series of workshops around the school which 
offered hands-on experiences. 

James said the evening had attracted positive 
feedback, from both attendees and participants.

“It was incredibly empowering to see other 
young women thrive in industries I hadn’t con-
sidered before,” said one student.

The evening will now become a regular on 
the school’s calendar. “We want to encourage 
more young women into these trades where they 
learn amazing skills while they are earning,” 
said James. “There are so many great appren-
ticeship opportunities out there and we want to 
make sure our students know about all of the 
career options available to them.”

Westlake Girls offers a taste of tradie world

Cut-through... Westlake Girls High School students were given the 
chance to practise the skills required in various trades

Driving Miss Daisy Milford

Corlize Britz (09) 551 3050 | 021 503 575

Companion driving covering Milford / Takapuna
• Medical Appointments
• Hairdresser / Shopping
• Airport / rail / bus transfers
• Pets to the vet
• ACC contracted supplier
* Pre-bookings essential
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Through tinted glasses...  
Te Po writer Carl Bland (left) in 
an earlier cast featuring Andrew 
Grainger (centre) and Rawiri 
Paratene. Bland and Grainger are 
both back in the latest production.  

Comedy sniffs out Mason’s legacy
Characters inspired by the work of renowned 

New Zealand playwright Bruce Mason will be 
brought to life in a show at the local theatre 
named after the one-time Takapuna resident. 

To mark the centenary of Mason’s birth, Te 
Po is being staged at the Bruce Mason Theatre 
this month. Described as a surprising comedy, 
the play had its premiere at the 2016 Auckland 
Arts Festival, and won the excellence award at 
the Auckland Theatre Awards that year. 

Though it is set in Takapuna, where Mason 
grew up, this is the first time it has been per-
formed in the suburb. 

Its characters – a policeman, a priest and a 
blind man – grapple with clues to lead them 
to a missing Mason, drawing on his legacy 
of plays, reimagined in a contemporary work. 

Director Ben Crowder says: “There’s some-
thing very special about paying tribute to Bruce 
Mason at the Bruce Mason Centre.”

Mason, who died in 1982, used Takapuna as 
a setting for some of his groundbreaking works, 
including The End of the Golden Weather, part 
of which is performed on the beachside reserve 
each Christmas Day. The theatre named for 
him opened in 1996.

The Te Po ensemble includes noted actor 
and broadcaster Waihori Shortland, taking a 
role previously played by George Henare and 
Rawiri Paratene. 

Shortland’s film career includes a role in 
Taika Waititi’s Boy and serving as cultural 
consultant for The Piano. 

In 2002, he played Shylock/Hairoka in The 
Māori Merchant of Venice – the first film made 
in te reo Māori – which saw him named Best 
Actor at the NZ Film Awards. 

When he was approached to play the role of 
Werihe in Te Po, the writing appealed, but the 
clincher was the opportunity to sing love songs 
in a Māori showband style, live on stage. The 
songs punctuate the play, giving resonance to 
the story of searching for someone you have 
loved and lost and finding them anew.  

Joining Shortland in the Nightsong theatre-
group production are Andrew Grainger and 
newcomer Anton Falstie-Jensen. The play’s 
writer Carl Bland also appears. 

• Te Po runs on Friday 30 July at 10.30am 
and 8pm and on Saturday 31 July at 6.30pm. 
For tickets book at the theatre or see  
ticketmaster.co.nz.
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Milford / Takapuna Tides

©Copyright OceanFun Publishing Ltd               www.ofu.co.nz

2021 SOUTH ISLAND TOUR
19 DAYS

15 October 2021
COST $4,450*    

Check us out 
on Facebook!

Cost of tour based on twin share.
For an itinerary please ring MARGARET

www.margaretsgoldentours.com

TOLL FREE 0800 77 00 70Enquiries 
any time: 

Phone: 06 357 3619   Mob: 027 269 4277 
Email: margaretjjones13@yahoo.com

*$165pp FAREWELL SPIT TOUR INCLUDED IN COST

2022 SOUTH ISLAND TOUR
20 DAYS

20 March 2022
COST $4,350    
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Reach your 

Takapuna, Milford and 
surrounds customers 

cost-effectively
Contact the Observer  

for our rates and dates. 
EMAIL: sales@rangitoto-observer.co.nz

Enduring appeal of Agatha Christie a sellout for Shoreside

PH: 489 8360
PUMPHOUSE.CO.NZ

The Greatest Showman
24 July – 7.30pm 
Dress up as your favourite character and 
get ready to sing along to this classic  
film in the incredible atmosphere of  
The PumpHouse Theatre.

The Mousetrap
29 July – 8 August 
A mid-winter mystery thriller by Agatha 
Christie. Eight people snowed in a country 
manor – what could possibly go wrong?

The Crucible
11 – 15 August 
This faithful, contemporary production 
brings Arthur Miller’s classic play to life 
for a strictly limited season.

48 Victoria Road | (09) 446 0100 | www.thevic.co.nz

NOW SHOWING 
Antoinette in the Cevennes (M) 96min  NEW 
Old (M) 109min  NEW 
Spirited Away (PG) 125min  20th Anniversary
Willy Wonka & The Chocolate Factory  
(1971) (G) 96min  50th Anniversary 
Gunpowder Milkshake (R16) 114min  NEW 
Space Jam: A New Legacy (PG) 116min  NEW 
The Kid (1921) (G) 53min  100th Anniversary 
Black Widow (M) 134min  NEW 
Bye Bye Morons (Adieu les Cons) (M) 87min  NEW 
The Rocky Horror Picture Show  
with Hot and Flustered Shadowcast (M)  23 JUL 

COMING SOON 
Jungle Cruise (TBA) 127min  29 JUL 
The Justice of Bunny King (M) 101min  29 JUL 
Open Mic Night at The Vic  29 JUL 
Auckland Jazz Orchestra  
with Caitlin Smith (Live Show)  30 JUL  
The Suicide Squad (R16) 120min  5 AUG 
The Mole Agent (El Agente Topo) (E) 90min  5 AUG  

events@thevic.co.nz

SPECIALS
CHEAP TUESDAY 
$10 Adult / $8 Child
*EXCEPT PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

THE VIC LIVE

Selling out a show two weeks before curtain 
up is a rare thing for a community arts group, 
but for Shoreside Theatre it is just the ticket. 

After a horror year of Covid cancellations 
and $50,000 going missing from the group’s 
accounts  – a matter now before the courts  – a 
lot was riding on a successful season. Shoreside 
had also outlaid $2500 to secure the “closely 
guarded rights” to perform Agatha Christie’s 
The Mousetrap, hoping the lure of a classic 
would secure it good local audiences. 

So it has proved, with the theatre’s president, 
Catherine Boniface, saying early interest was 
so strong that an extra night and extra seats had 
been squeezed into the venue, the PumpHouse 
in Takapuna. 

“I put it down to it being one of her more 
popular plays.”  Movies had also led to a 
Christie resurgence.

Unfortunately, more nights could not be 
added to the season which runs from 29 July 
to 8 August, due to the PumpHouse being 
heavily booked. Boniface, who is directing The 
Mousetrap, says it has an ensemble cast with 
a mix of professional and amateur experience. 

Shoreside is known for its seasons of Shake-
speare in summer and Christie in winter. In 
2020 it had to cancel the Christie season and 
the February 2021 lockdown its summer run. 

Next up is a season of one-act plays  in Sep-
tember. These are  designed to encourage young 
actors and directors to try out their talents. 

Cast run-through...  (above, from left) Michelle Smith, Thomas Campbell 
and Ben Plummer with (far right) Adele Tunnicliffe and James Calverly
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premium.co.nz |  F ine Homes |  F ine Apartments |  F ine Li festyles
PREMIUM REAL ESTATE LTD LICENSED REA 2008 | 916 6000

VIEW | SUN 12.15 - 1 PM OR BY APPT
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/80153
EOI | 28 JULY 2021 AT 4 PM UNLESS SOLD PRIOR

STANLEY POINT | 33A STANLEY POINT ROAD | ARCHITECTURAL MASTERPIECE 
Designed by Bruce Macfarlane with euphoric living in 
mind this beautiful modern home is set on a 751sqm 
freehold title. Five bedrooms, three bathrooms (incl 
ensuite), multiple living and dining areas, double 
garage with internal access and plenty of off street 
parking. Properties as sought after as this are rare and 
tightly held, this is an opportunity not to be missed.

ROBERT MILNE 022 011 24 94 | 916 6000
RICHARD MILNE 021 770 611 | 916 6000

VIEW | PLEASE CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT 
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/80134
PRICE | BY NEGOTIATION $2.3M+ BUYERS INSPECT

This immaculate 124sqm one level apartment with 2 
ensuited bedrooms, has magnificent Auckland city 
views including Waitemata Harbour and Rangitoto and 
including the wide panorama of Auckland city, harbour 
bridge and beyond. There is a separate fitted laundry 
room and guest powder room. The 2 parallel carparks 
are the best located in the building, with easy level 
access to the lift. This is a fantastic lock and go lifestyle.

TAKAPUNA | 2403 SENTINEL | PANORAMIC DAYS | SURREAL CITYSCAPE NIGHTS

ALISON PARKER 021 983 533 | 916 4381

VIEW | SUN 2 - 2.30 PM OR BY APPT 
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/80151
EOI | 10 AUG 2021 AT 4 PM UNLESS SOLD PRIOR

This spacious home has multiple living areas, delightful 
entertainers kitchen, seamless flow to an alfresco 
outdoor entertaining area complete with bbq and bar 
style bench and seating. 4 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms (incl 
ensuite) and generous double garage. Close proximity 
to great local cafes, beaches, Milford beach reserve and 
excellent school zones.

MILFORD | 33 CRAIG ROAD | DELIGHTFUL RESIDENCE | THREE BACK FROM THE BEACH

ROBERT MILNE 022 011 24 94 | 916 6000
RICHARD MILNE 021 770 611 | 916 6000

TAKAPUNA | 1/10 BEACHOLM ROAD | FOREVER HOME
Admired as one of the North Shore's most beautiful 
character homes and set in one of the North Shore's 
most desirable streets, this is the perfect home set in 
the perfect location. The outstanding accommodation 
throughout the home includes formal and informal 
living, office, 4 bedrooms with 2 enjoying panoramic 
views, 2 ensuite bathrooms plus a 2 full bathrooms in 
the home. Your forever home awaits!
VIEW | PLEASE CALL FOR AN APPT
PRICE | BY NEGOTIATION
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/80147
LEWIS GUY 021 867 355 | 916 6000


