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Walkway’s future complicated by property handover

Ka pai! Shore student aces oratory contest

Winning smile... Westlake Girls High School’s Isabella Drummond, seen at Polyfest, will represent 
Auckland in a national speech contest after winning the regional competition. Story, p3.  
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The future of part of the landmark 
Takapuna-Milford walkway is uncertain fol-
lowing the death of a resident who allowed 
walkers to detour through his land. 

After a wooden bridge near Black Rock 
collapsed in 2011, Paul Firth allowed walk-
ers to pass through his garden to continue 
around the coast. 

Long-running negotiations with Auckland 
Council over the possible council acquisition  
of his Kitchener Rd property remained unre-
solved when he died last month.

The Observer understands the house has 
been left in the hands of more than one owner, 
which could complicate attempts to bring it 
into public ownership. 

But Devonport-Takapuna Local Board 
chair Ruth Jackson wants options pursued to 
secure the future of a continuous Takapuna 
to Milford walkway.

“When the time is right”, the local board 
would be happy to meet the beneficiaries of 
Firth’s will to discuss options, Jackson said.
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Former-library proceeds eyed for possible purchase

“Paul’s death is incredibly sad  – he was a 
very nice man,” she said. “It was a lot more 
than him letting people walk across the 
property. He loved meeting and talking to 
everyone. It was a lovely two-way relation-
ship with the community.”

Previous board chair Aidan Bennett and 
then-deputy George Wood promoted a board 
motion last December to put money from any 
sale of the former Takapuna Library at No 
2 The Strand towards purchasing the Firth 
property to use as a writers’ retreat. 

After a review, Auckland Council decided 
in late May that the heritage-listed former-

library property should be disposed of. 
Jackson, while remaining adamantly op-

posed to 2 The Strand’s sale, said if it was 
sold, she would be open to the money being 
used to secure the coastal walkway. 

How this might happen was, however, a 
long way down the track.

Whether the council or the wider com-
munity would want public money spent on 
a writers’ retreat, which would need to be 
renovated and maintained, was another issue, 
Jackson said.

Wood, who attended the “lovely service” 
held for Firth at the Officer’s Mess at Nar-
row Neck on Monday, 28 June, said in time 
he would like to see the board advocate for 

discussions. “It would be a matter for council 
officials to talk to his representatives.” 

Firth was unmarried. A sister, with whom 
he inherited the family home, died previ-
ously.

Wood said Firth had told him he wanted 
to see the track stay open. 

Putting 2 The Strand money towards this 
stacked up, Wood said. “I’m hopeful that the 
council will be able to get it [the fate of the 
track] in some sense of order.” 

 A number of other sections of the walkway 
are also across private land. Some of the own-
ers have riparian rights to the sea. However, 
no other property is walked over in quite the 
way the Firth property is.
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Government forces more high-density on Takapuna 
Multi-storey apartment blocks between 

Takapuna centre and Smales Farm may become 
a reality under new zonings directed by the 
Government. 

Intensification – buildings of six storeys or 
more – will be permitted in “walkable catch-
ments” – around 800 metres from the edges of 
metropolitan centres, such as Takapuna.

Auckland Council’s unitary plan introduced 
in 2013 opened up many areas of the city for 
intensification but this has not been enough for 
the Government. 

Its National Policy Statement on Urban 
Development instructs councils in major cities 
to go further. Intensive development would be 
increased in the city centre, and close to metro-
politan centres and major rail and bus stations.

In the Devonport-Takapuna Local Board 
district key areas affected include the Taka-
puna metropolitan centre, and the Smales Farm, 
Akoranga and Sunnynook bus stations.

In practical terms this means Takapuna and 
Smales would link up in an extended high rise 
zone. Smales Farm already has high rise capac-
ity as it has been rezoned.

North Shore councillor and Planning Com-
mittee chair, Chris Darby, said council has been 
wrestling with the implications of the govern-

ment statement over the last couple of months.
A massive amount of work still needed to be 

done on the exact implications for Takapuna and 
other parts of the North Shore.

The amount of development can be mitigated 
by factors such as volcanic viewshafts, and 
public open spaces. Views to Rangitoto, the 
open spaces and amenity values surrounding 
Takapuna Beach and Lake Pupuke will all 
influence the amount of development close to 
the lake or coast.

How much of the new development area 
spills out from Takapuna south down Lake Rd, 
or towards Milford has yet to be determined. 
Council officers are currently working on maps. 

Darby said the government’s policy statement 
was “a very blunt instrument.”

“It is our job to deliver an outcome that fo-
cuses on good-quality living.”

A pinch point was how buildings of six 
storeys or more transitioned to lower-level 
housing, he said.

At an Auckland Council Planning Com-
mittee meeting last week council officers told 
North Shore councillor Richard Hills that local 
authorities had to implement the Government 
strategy or face a judicial review in the courts. 

The government wanted Auckland Council 

to notify changes to the Auckland Unitary Plan 
by August 2022.

The public and local boards would be able 
to make submissions on any proposed changes.

Takapuna Beach Business Association chief 
executive Terence Harpur welcomed the moves 
to encourage intensification. 

“Allowing and facilitating more people to 
be able to live close to town centres and rapid 
transport networks will have positive effects 
for local businesses as well as reduce traffic 
congestion,” he said. 

Milford Business Association manager Mur-
ray Hill told the Observer last week that it was 
unclear where the extended high-rise boundary 
between Takapuna and Milford would be. At this 
stage, it seemed unlikely the new zoning would 
include Milford town centre.

“From my point of view it means more people 
and more customers coming to Milford which 
is good for businesses - we have a good town 
centre with plenty to offer them.”

The number of parking spaces were unlikely 
to increase in Milford however, and Hill encour-
aged people to leave their cars at home, where 
possible. 

“Public-transport options to and from Milford 
are actually pretty good,” said Hill.

From page 1
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Speech win a coup for student
Isabella Drummond has been chosen as the 

overall top Maori orator from an Auckland sec-
ondary school in the Ngā Manu Kōrero Speech 
Competition – speaking in English. 

The Westlake Girls High School Year 11 
student will now go on to represent the region 
in national competitions in September.

Isabella says she is “beyond proud and hum-
bled” at her success.

Students had a choice of speaking in te reo 
or English in the competition held last month. 

Historically, the overall winner often comes 
from the former category.

Isabella gave two speeches, impressing the 
judges with powerful performances on her 
prepared topic of “Let me be the rangatahi 
today; I’ll be the rangatira tomorrow” and her 
impromptu speech: “Learning te reo Māori 
via Google”.

Entered in the senior English section for 
the Korimako Trophy, Isabella was selected 
as the competition’s top female speaker, the 
best impromptu speaker and winner of the top 
overall speaker.

“The Ngā Manu Kōrero speech competi-
tion was an incredible experience, and I have 
grown so much as a person because of it,” 
says Isabella. 

“It was so cool to see speakers from across 
Auckland express themselves in a positive and 
competitive environment.”

This is only the second time that a student 
from either Westlake Girls or Boys High 
Schools has made the nationals, so a good 
contingent of supporters from both school 
communities are expected to support her at 
the national competition in Palmerston North.

“Ngā Manu Kōrero has given me the oppor-
tunity to express myself as a rangatahi (young 
person),” says Isabella. “Public speaking can 

Top Maori orator... Isabella 
Drummond with her trophies

Every fancied running a marathon, but even the idea was just too 
exhausting?

Then set a target for September, when Sunnynook will host an in-
novative and achievable answer for those keen to clock up the 42km 
milestone.  The idea is for people to run the distance in bite-sized daily 
runs. A half- marathon will also be offered and walking rather than 
running is OK.

The “marathon” is designed to foster community spirit and fitness by 
encouraging residents to get out and enjoy Sunnynook Park. Anyone can 
enter and either run at a set time, or check off their own individual efforts.

The Sunnynook Community Association is behind the idea, with 
member Peter McNee getting inspiration for it from seeing Captain 
Tom Moore doing circuits of his garden during Covid-19 lockdown 
in England last year. 

In the lead-up to his 100th birthday the former British Army officer 

became a folk hero walking for the UK’s National Health System. He 
went on to raise £30 million by his birthday, and was knighted by the 
Queen at Windsor Castle in July 2020. 

Captain Sir Thomas died in February having being taken to hospital 
with pneumonia and testing positive for Covid-19.

To ensure the Sunnynook “marathon” is a true community event, the 
association will work to get local schools involved. 

Entry details will be advertised in the lead-up to the spring-time 
event. The association hopes to bookend the month with community 
gatherings, one in late August for registration day and a celebration to 
end the exertions. A full circuit of the park is a little under 1km, with 
a shorter circuit also available. Online and paper forms will be made 
available to those who enter for recording their progress.

One community member suggested the event encourage “ploggers” 
–  people who collect rubbish on a stick while jogging. 

‘Marathon’ offers easier way to go the distance

Briefs

Milford tops for sales
Milford Town Centre has topped the sales 
table across all North Shore town centres 
for the first time, outdoing the likes of  
Birkenhead, Browns Bay, Devonport, 
Mairangi Bay, Northcote, Mahurangi, 
Whangaparaoa and Orewa. Milford 
Business Association manager Murray 
Hill said it was a major coup for the town 
centre. He said almost all the shops 
in Milford were fully tenanted, a major 
achievement in an era of post Covid 
lockdowns and uncertainty.
Milford also ranked 25th in sales across 
all of Auckland metro and town centres. 
“Its a pretty enviiable position,” Hill said. 
(Takapuna is classified as a Metro Centre.)

Record house price 
A waterfront home in Audrey Rd, 
Takapuna, sold for a record price of 
$13.75 million. This made the five-
bedroom 1093sq m home, marketed 
by Precision Realty, the most expensive 
residential property sold in Auckland so 
far this year. The suburb’s record is held 
by a house in O’Neills Ave which sold for 
$28m in 2017.

App happy
Almost 400 users have signed up to 
the Milford app since it launched six 
weeks ago. The app collates the town 
centre’s attractions, helping locals and 
visitors find shops and services, special 
offers, parking spaces, public transport 
options and events. Milford Business 
Association manager Murray Hill said 
further competitions were planned to help 
push the number of app users over 1000. 

Sudden death
Como St, Takapuna, was closed for a 
time after the sudden death of a man on 
Monday, 28 June. The morning incident 
outside Shore City was attended by the 
police. The death will be referred to the 
Coroner.

be daunting, but it has built my confidence.” 
She hopes other students will give it a go.

Toilet savings leave local board flush  
The new $2 million Milford beach toilet 

block looks set to come in significantly 
under budget.

The renewal project has a budget of $1.99 
million, covering investigation, design and 
construction. 

However, Auckland Council Manager 

Area Operations Sarah Jones said  the 
current forecast for the project is around 
$1.3 million, with an additional sum as a 
contingency which may not be required. 
“Any savings will be reallocated to other 
approved projects after discussion with the 
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board.”
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PumpHouse joins call for carpark to stay open later
The PumpHouse Theatre has added its voice 

to community members surprised to learn of 
the early closing hours of the Toka Puia public 
car-park in Takapuna. 

“As an organisation that thrives on people 
visiting Takapuna in the evenings, this is 
disappointing,” said Peter Burn, chair of the 
North Shore Theatre Trust, which oversees 
the PumpHouse.

The theatre encouraged its patrons to 
consider walking down from Takapuna and 
patronising its shops and restaurants, but to 
find the Auckland Transport (AT) car-park 
closed at 6pm on Sundays and at 9pm Monday 
andTuesday was disappointing, he said. 

Burn has written to the Devonport-Takapuna 
Local Board over the matter, hoping the board 
will advocate with AT for later hours. Business 
and local body politicians have already been 
lobbying for longer hours and the Observer 
has now learned from AT that partial relief is 
on the way. From this week, Wednesday clos-
ings will match the midnight lock up applying 
through until Saturday. Sunday to Tuesday is 
unchanged.

The building’s early closing times became 
more widely known after the Observer (25 
June) reported on a Hauraki man who was 
locked inside upon returning to his vehicle 
after an evening meal. Chris Kissin entered the 
carpark just before 9pm, paid by AT App and 
received a message to say he had 15 minutes 
to exit the building. However, the roller-door 
automatically came down at 9pm trapping 

him inside.
Five other people who missed the deadline 

to collect their vehicles were on the outside 
wanting to get in when a security guard ar-
rived to let him out after 40 minutes inside. 
The group successfully protested about 
being asked to pay $40 as a release fee. 

Although the carpark’s hours are noted on 

signs, they are  not particularly prominent. 
Since Kissin’s experience, a number of people 
have commented about how they might easily 
have been caught out by assuming the park 
would be open later.

Kissin had tried to park at the 24-hour central 
carpark off Anzac St around 7pm, but it was 
full, so he instead went to Toka Puia for the 
first time. He says its closing hours are inad-
equate to service local residents and hospitality 
businesses.  

Burn agrees and thinks midnight should be 
considered, as applies Thursday to Saturday. 
While the PumpHouse recommended people 
used the closer 24-hour Anzac St carpark, 
that was expected to close in due course for 
Auckland Council redevelopment. The trust 
wanted Toka Puia to be a “viable parking op-
tion” for visitors. 

An AT spokesperson said it had listened 
to local concerns in making the Wednesday 
change. “We are looking to support the night- 
time vibrancy of Takapuna.”

Since Toka Puia opened last year and prior 
to the Kissin callout,  AT said there had been 
two cases of people being let out after hours. 
It was unsure how many people in total might 
have called to get in or out, because the calls 
were answered by Armourguard. 

AT acknowledged there was no signage 
at the building warning of a $40 release fee. 
“AT does not have any involvement in the fee 
charged. This is paid directly to Armourguard,” 
the spokesperson said.

Gates down... The Toka Puia car 
park closes early from Sunday to 
Wednesday
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BriefsMatariki draws out primary art stars

Takapuna Primary School Year 3 and 4 
students headed to the Lake House Arts Cen-
tre last week for some expert tuition in mak-
ing rubbings from carved wooden presses.

Among them were Amber and Jarrad 
(above) and Alston (at right). 

Their tutor was the centre’s resident mas-
ter carver Natanahira Te Pona, who has been 
running workshops for a number of local 
schools and groups, including in lantern-
making for Matariki star gazers. 

Imparting the cultural background of 
Matariki is part of his approach. Te Pona’s 
own  work is on show at both the Lake House 
and Devonport’s Depot Artspace and he has 
exhibited overseas. He also tutors adults in 
te reo and carving. 

The school students will return from 
holidays to work towards an art exhibition 
next term.  

• Matariki art exhibition, page 22

Hikoi and korero
Join the community lantern hikoi in 
Devonport tomorrow evening, 10 July. 
If skies are clear, star gaze on the way 
down the hill from the base of Takarunga 
to the Depot Artspace to see its Matariki 
exhibition. Earlier, check if there are still 
places left in an afternoon lantern-making 
workshop to brighten your journey. 
The workshop, with hikoi organiser 
Natanahira Te Pona, is by koha, with 
details at depotartspace.co.nz.

Bridge light show
A light show on the Harbour Bridge 
is one of the more visible displays of 
Auckland’s citywide Matariki Festival.  
The bridge is lit up for five minutes every 
half hour, from 6pm to midnight, 9-11 
July. For other activities, including many 
in the CBD, see matarikifestival.org.nz

Library fun 
Takapuna Library is hosting Matariki-
themed children’s activities during the 
school holidays, ranging from star, 
print and candle making to Lego build 
challenges. You can watch a movie, or 
learn to make a journal or wind-catcher. 
Sessions start on Sunday afternoon 11 
July with crafts and waiata. Check out 
activities across the two weeks on the 
Takapuna Library facebook page.  

Make and twirl a poi 
Poi-making is on the menu of holiday 
activities at the Devonport Library. A 
two-hour Rerenga Poi Workshop, best 
suited for children eight years and up,  
will be held on Tuesday, 13 July, from 
2pm to 4pm. 
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Community-minded resident frustrated at state of berm
For the past decade, Milford resident Jill 

Page has voluntarily tidied a sizeable strip 
of council roadside land near her property. 

But she’s tired of chasing up Auckland 
Transport (AT) to mow the grassy end of the 
strip and dismayed to find Auckland Council 
staff have become less willing to help take 
away the rubbish, including invasive weeds, 
that she clears from around a stand of po-
hutukawa trees.  

Page would like the land  – stretching in 
front of four Beach Rd property frontages 
just north of Commodore Parry Rd – de-
clared a reserve. 

She hopes this would put more onus on 
the council over its management. At the 
very least, she would like AT to ensure it 
regularly mows the grass section of the berm, 
and council parks staff to clear rat-attracting 
Phoenix palms from the larger bush section 
of the site.

“I’m speaking out of frustration,” Page 
told the last Devonport-Takapuna Local 
Board community forum session. “The grass 
area only gets mown if I ring, generally,” 
she says. “I usually have to make a formal 
complaint…  then I get some stuff done, then 
it’s radio silence.”

Page, who is active in the Pupuke Bird-
song Project, says the land’s lack of formal 
status is an issue. This is especially so since 
budget cuts have seemingly limited the 
council’s willingness to support her efforts.  

After 10 years of doing her best to main-
tain the sloping site of about 400sqm, Page 
was recently admonished by call centre staff 
for planting and weeding on it.  

Initially, she cleared the neglected land of 
dumped items ranging from doors to metal 
pipes. Over the years, friendly council staff 
have helped arrange the pick-up of green 
waste and helped with her planting to ensure 
invasive weeds are replaced with better na-
tive species. This help has sadly dwindled 

Bermed off... Milford resident  
Jill Page (right) wants a strip of 
Beach Rd council land (above) 
declared a reserve, and access 
clearly maked to a public  
walkway behind it

Sterile services get $12m boost
North Shore Hospital’s planned sterile-

services department upgrade is in for a $12.6 
million cash injection.

The money will come from the govern-
ment’s $12 billion infrastructure package, set 
up last year in the wake of Covid-19, with $300 
million earmarked for health.

The North Shore department sterilises more 
than two million medical devices for re-use in 
surgery and other procedures each year. 

Construction is expected to start on the 
upgrade in January next year.

The chief executive of the Waitemata 
District Health Board, Dr Dale Bramley, said 
the upgrade would help cater for a growing 
population and strengthen health services. 

Waitemata DHB is the largest in the coun-
try, serving around 650,000 people across the 
North Shore, Rodney and Waitakere areas. 

This number is expected to reach 700,000 
by 2025. 

In other developments for North Shore 
health care, the DHB launched Kia Ū Ora 
– Waitematā Breast Service at North Shore 
Hospital in February. This provides a cen-
tralised facility for assessment, diagnosis and 
multi-disciplinary treatment for  people with 
breast cancer and breast disorders.  

Building of the new $267 million four-
storey hospital building is also well under 
way now. Totara Haumaru will add 20,000sq 
m of floor space to the hospital,  including 20 
new beds, two endoscopy suites and four more 
operating theatres.

Waitematā DHB board chair Professor Judy 
McGregor says enhanced sterilisation services 
will dovetail with the extra need generated by 
the new facilities.

in recent times.
Another bugbear she would like the lo-

cal board help to address is poorly placed 
signage to a walkway from Seaview Rd that 
leads down to Beach Rd. 

The positioning of the walkway adjoin-
ing a shared rear driveway means people 
returning to head up the hill often mistake 
the driveway to houses as the walkway. 
Page says simply moving the sign across to 
another post would make the proper direc-
tion clearer.   

She has safety concerns too, because peo-
ple often cut through the berm’s long grass, 

before dashing across Beach Rd to reach the 
bridge to the marina. This was not a good 
place to be crossing near a corner, but with 
the pavement not running along in front of 
the berm, it was human nature to take the 
short-cut via the road, rather than back-track.

Page told the board she had dubbed the 
berm the Beach Rd Reserve and she hoped 
for its support in her efforts for it to become 
so. 

Members thanked her for the report and 
recognised her labours. Chair Ruth Jackson 
asked council officials to follow up on the 
maintenance matters and wayfinder signage. 
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Call Mark for more details. 

WILLIAM SANDERS VILLAGE 
7 Ngataringa Road, Devonport, 445 0909

rymanhealthcare.co.nz

Luxury
RETIREMENT LIVING

The lifestyle at William Sanders makes 
it easy to stay connected. Although a 
new village, a strong community has 
already been established.

Not only is our village for those that 
are fit, fabulous and thriving in their 
retirement years, it’s also for those 
looking for security, companionship  
and peace of mind for the future.

With independent living, assisted living, 
resthome, hospital and dementia care 
facilities all on the one site, we’re with 
you all the way, whatever may happen  
in the future.
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Sunnynook puts positive action ahead of nimbyism

Building work on the Takapuna town square 
is drawing closer with the lodging of planning-
consent applications. 

The aim of Auckland Council’s property 
arm, Panuku, is to begin development from 
early 2022, turning the old central public car-
park into a gathering space in stages. 

The plans have been contentious, because 
they include selling some of the car-park land 
for high-rise development. 

But the square’s concept design was ap-
proved by the Devonport-Takapuna Local 
Board in October last year, on the casting vote 
of the then chair, Aidan Bennett.

The applications were lodged late last month 
and cover sites at 30-38 Hurstmere Rd. 

A Panuku spokesperson said the applications 
could take up to 40 days to process. 

A council certificate of compliance was 
recently issued determining that the square was 
a permitted activity under the Unitary Plan. 

Takapuna Beach Business Association chief 
executive Terence Harpur said he was thrilled 
to see the project get to the consenting stage 
after 10 years of planning. “Takapuna will soon 
gain an extra 3600sqm of public space where 
we can gather as a community for markets, 
events, fun and laughter.”

Consent sought 
for town-square 

development

The fast-changing face of Sunnynook is be-
ing met head on by its Community Association, 
which is determined to ensure the suburb retains 
its appeal for residents.

With an acceleration in the building of multi-
unit housing over the last year comes the need 
to value public spaces even more, association 
chair Rachael Findlay-Clarke told the group’s 
annual meeting last month. 

The suburb had an upgraded Sunnynook 
Park and Lyford Reserve at its heart, she said. 
But with intensification and a growing popu-
lation, lobbying for its parks and community 
facilities would become even more important 
in future.  

“Panuku (Auckland Council’s property 
arm) has made us into community activists 
as we fight for 2 Forrest Hill Rd and for all of 
Linwood Reserve to remain green space,” she 
added. (The council has voted to sell a sliver of 
the reserve and the Forrest Hill section as being 
surplus to requirements).

Findlay-Clarke encouraged residents to join 
efforts to retain and enhance public spaces. 
“Once they are gone, they are gone for good.” 
Committee member Melissa Powell said a 
community hui in September would show what 
citizen-centric design could deliver. Develop-
ment was a reality, said Powell: “So are we 
going to complain about it, or work with it?”  

The changing demographic in both Sunny-
nook and Forrest Hill showed the Asian popula-
tion (2018 Census) had increased by around 10 

per cent over 10 years, she said. Whereas the 
European population had dropped by a similar 
rate.  “One of our challenges is how we engage 
that (changed) community,” Powell noted.

Findlay-Clarke said the council’s Sunnynook 
Plan – with its vision of creating an attractive, 
connected, walkable, social and liveable neigh-
bourhood for diverse cultures and ages – had 
helped push through some projects, but there 
was more to be done.

Outgoing association chair Peter McNee said 
a new shelter had been added at the Sunnynook 
bus station but longer-term the station needed 
an extensive upgrade, as did walkways lead-
ing to public transport hubs. A plan was also 
needed for future-proofing the heavily booked 
community centre.

At the busy Tonkin Rd playground, the 
council had now committed to installing a 
toilet and a drinking fountain, said McNee. 
Drinking fountains had recently been added at 
Sunnynook Park, behind the community centre. 

The skatepark project, on the books for six 
years, was now being designed and would 
be sited near the basketball court, he told the 
meeting of around 20 people. A pump track 
was being looked at as well.  

Findlay-Clarke said the group was some-
times referred to as a residents or ratepayers 
association, but its being called a community 
association was a “really important distinc-
tion for us” because it wanted to represent 
everyone.
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Public Meeting on Crime
with Simon Watts MP for North Shore 
and guest Simeon Brown MP,  
Spokesperson for Police

Authorised by Simon Watts MP, Parliament Buildings, Wgtn.

northshore@parliament.govt.nz

Monday 12 July, 7pm
The Rose Centre, School Rd, Belmont

 

Reach your  
Takapuna, Milford  

and surrounds 
customers  

cost-effectively

Contact the Observer for 
our rates and dates. 

EMAIL:  
sales@rangitoto-observer.co.nz

A street-by-street spread of backyard 
pest-trapping efforts is one of the commu-
nity-minded activities the Milford Residents 
Association is keen to encourage.

The MRA, involved in the founding of 
the Pupuke Birdsong Project two years ago, 
says the environmental group is looking to 
get more people in the neighbourhood to 
join backyard pest-trapping efforts. “If even 
every fourth household did, it would help 
birdlife,” the association’s co-chair, Norma 
Bott, told its annual meeting.

Already, a number of MRA members 
volunteer to weed, plant and trap in reserves, 
including at Henderson, Kitchener and Syl-
van parks in Milford and at Brian Byrnes 
Reserve, off Inga Rd opposite Wairau Creek. 
But the hope is that more people will join 
community-led efforts in rat trapping, with 
some willing to act as street co-ordinators.

A first target area is around Rangitoto 
Tce and Prospect Tce, with the aim of then 
spreading pest eradication to more streets 
and into Forrest Hill.

Membership of the Milford Locals 
Facebook Group has grown to more than 
1600 members, up from 600. Although Bott 

said she could not point to any single issue 
driving interest, she noted: “During Covid 
I think people got a little more community 
minded.”  A moderator would be welcome 
to help the site grow further, with committee 
members always looking for extra helpers, 
especially those with specialist interests in 
areas it advocates for.

Turnout at the AGM was solid, with more 
than 40 people gathering at St Paul’s Church 
on a chilly night. Devonport-Takapuna 
Local Board chair Ruth Jackson atttended, 
along with members George Wood, Jan 
O’Connor, and Trish Deans.  

In the annual report, it was noted by 
Bott and co-chair Debbie Dunsford that, 
with intensification, more collaboration 
between Auckland Council planners and 
local stakeholders would help foster bet-
ter outcomes in line with the objectives of 
the Milford Centre Plan. This included a 
vision of a friendly and accessible centre 
with strong local identity and natural and 
cultural heritage.

Bott updated the audience on several 
projects the MRA is keen on advancing, 
including ”some progress” on town centre 

improvements. More focus was needed on 
the central car park and plaza, design of 
pathways and addition of signage.

New street markings near Milford Pri-
mary School were mentioned, with Jackson 
saying they were designed to improve 
children’s safety and slow traffic. A dif-
ferent trial in Huron St and Northcroft St, 
Takapuna, was aimed at making these thor-
oughfares more pedestrian friendly, she said.

Jackson urged people to make their views 
known on both projects through Auckland 
Transport and the council’s feedback pro-
cess, to help ensure any permanent changes 
satisfied locals.  

Bott said the MRA hoped to reignite 
a fundraising campaign for the proposed 
Wairau Estuary Boardwalk towards the 
end of the year, or early next year. This 
was put on hold due to Covid-19. She also 
mentioned Wairau Estuary efforts, before 
handing over to the guest speaker, Guy 
Armstrong, of WEEPS, to detail the need to 
keep pressure on for improved water quality.  

Bott and co-chair Debbie Dunsford were 
re-elected, with thanks given to long-serving 
outgoing treasurer Glenys Lee.

Milford gears up to tackle neighbourhood pests
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Get the facts 
You can find the most accurate and reliable information about the COVID-19 vaccine and the rollout  
from a number of trusted sources including: 

• Unite against COVID-19 — Covid19.govt.nz 

• Ministry of Health — Health.govt.nz 

• Te Puni Kōkiri – Karawhiua.nz 

• Ministry for Pacific Peoples – mpp.govt.nz 

You can also keep up to date with current information and frequently asked questions by following  
the above organisations’ social media channels, or you can speak with your health provider.

Check the source
Not all information you read or hear is factual or accurate.

Always cross-check and review COVID-19 vaccine information by using the reliable sources above.

Report scams
The COVID-19 vaccine is free. You will never be asked to pay for the vaccine or pay to secure your place  
in the queue. We will never ask for your financial details, your bank card details, PIN or banking password.

If someone requests them from you, please report it immediately to CERT NZ at covid@ops.cert.govt.nz  
or call 0800 237 869. 

Any false or misleading information such as leaflets, publications or websites can also be reported to CERT NZ. 
You can report anything you believe to be false or misleading information on social media to the respective 
platform eg. Facebook or Twitter. 

Stay informed
Learn more about identifying and avoiding misleading information at Covid19.govt.nz

Getting vaccinated is the best way to protect yourself, your whānau 
and your community from COVID-19. There is some misleading 
information out there about the vaccine – here’s what you can do  
to make sure you have the right information.

How to recognise 
misinformation about 
the COVID-19 vaccine

Find out more at Covid19.govt.nz
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Late resident a familiar figure for waterfront walkers  

The memorial service for Paul Firth – 
recognised for generously allowing his front 
garden to be used as part of a coastal walk-
way between Milford and Takapuna – was 
attended by well over 100 people.

Firth had no surviving immediate family, 
but neighbours, a cousin and godchildren 
were among those at the service held at the 
Officers Mess, Narrow Neck.

The event included the reading of poems 
written by Firth and his late father, Clifton. 

Firth’s seaside home was built in the 
1920s and bought by his father – a photog-
rapher and designer – in the 1940s. 

“Firth Cottage” at Black Rock was a 
gathering place for North Shore artists and 
writers. Among the many visitors were art-
ist Molly Macalister and Frank Sargeson 
(whom Clifton Firth photographed), Karl 
(CK) Stead, Ron (RAK) Mason and Rex 
(ARD) Fairburn.

Firth’s parents were dedicated commu-
nists, who went to China several times, and 
visited writer Rewi Alley.

Paul Firth was born at the cottage in 
1944, returning to live there permanently 

25 years ago. 
People have been walking through his 

garden since 2011, when a wooden bridge 
was washed away in a storm. 

At that time, local authorities found it had 
never been an official bridge and rebuilding 
would require a coastal consent, a compli-
cated procedure needing the approval of 
various affected landowners. 

Negotiations, extending to the potential 
purchase of the cottage by Auckland Coun-
cil, were in progress when Firth died.

Since the bridge washout,  Firth  had been  
happy for walkers to cut  through his front 
yard – often greeting passers-by.

On a busy day, more than 1000 people 
went past, and Firth told the Observer in 
a 2019 interview that he talked to around 
half of them.

“People stop all the time – that’s why I 
haven’t done any gardening,” he said.

A common conversation topic was 
provided by the enlarged photographs he 
displayed on bushes beside the walkway on 
fine days. One showed a whale, washed up 
near the cottage in 1952.

The Firth name is well known com-
mercially on the North Shore and wider 
afield. Paul Firth’s great-grandfather, Josiah 
Clifton Firth, built a castle-inspired home in 
concrete in Mt Eden in 1871, and another 
concrete farmstead in Matamata, now pre-
served as a museum.

His son and grandsons built on his experi-
ments, founding the Firth concrete business.

Clifton Firth was the artistic son, who 
assisted his brothers with advertising at 
the same time as building up his portrait 
photography work. 

His studio work took off during the Sec-
ond World War, when there was an increased 
demand for portrait photography.

“I was born into that, which is partly why 
I have that sense of history,” Paul Firth told 
the Observer.

It’s also why, he said, he wanted his home, 
one of the most historic on the walkway, 
preserved as a museum or artists’ residency, 
something like Frank Sargeson’s cottage, on 
Esmonde Rd.

Firth enjoyed writing poetry, some of it 
Christian-themed.

First and last home... Paul Firth was born in “Firth Cottage” in 1944, returning to live there 25 years ago

Milford’s singing cowboy Hank Jacobs, who 
regularly played his guitar at the approach to 
the shopping centre, was farewelled last month.  

Floral tributes have been laid at the spot 
where the 77-year-old used to set up and en-
tertain shoppers, sometimes adding a cheeky 
comment or two to passers-by.  

The local identity died suddenly at his Mil-
ford home on 17 June. A gathering of friends 
to remember him was held the following week 
at The Hub bar in Milford. 

Jacobs spent many years on and off living 

in Milford. He also busked in Browns Bay and 
Takapuna. A keen weightlifter, Jacobs worked 
on for a time in his retirement years cleaning a 
gym a few hours a week.    

One woman remembered him as “Hank the 
Yank” from the 1970s when she said he lived 
at the Milford camping ground. 

Another thought he was Canadian. In fact, 
his early years growing up with three siblings 
were in the war-scarred East End of London, 
before he and his family moved to Canada. 
This is where he discovered his passion for 

country music, with Marty Robbins, Johnny 
Cash, Mac Davis and Kenny Rodgers among 
his favourite artists. 

The family moved around, including to New 
Zealand, with this being his favourite place and 
chosen home, as recounted in a memoir of a few 
years back, Thursday’s Child.

It is understood Jacobs is survived by adult 
children overseas. 

His death notice includes mentions of two 
living sisters, a late brother and nieces and 
nephews.

Last roundup for singing cowboy
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W I N T E R

F U N

PRE-SCHOOL PLAY

FREE 

Mondays and Wednesdays 10am-12pm  at 
 Mary Thomas Centre, Takapuna 

and Sunnynook  Community Centre

For full timetable see www.takapunatrust.org.nz

Local Glazing Services including:
•  Mirrors •  Broken Windows
•  Hush Glass •  Low E Thermal
•  Glass •  Safety Glass
•  Reputties •  Showers

ContaCt uS at  
devonportglass@gmail.com  

or 021 148 1804

Letters

Getting vaccinated will help local businesses
It is frustrating to see the publicisation 

by the Rangitoto Observer (25 June) of the 
Anti-vaxx protest in our beloved Takapuna 
which could be harmful to the health and 
well being of our community and survival 
of local businesses. 

Without our community getting vacci-
nated, we are at a huge risk of going back 
into lockdown with this highly contagious 
Covid-19 virus and more local businesses 
closing down. 

Lockdowns cause significant losses for 
local businesses (level 3 causes an 85% 
reduction in spending) and as we have seen 
with our lockdowns this year, we only need 
one infected person to unknowingly spread it 
to others to go straight back into lockdown. 

If you love your community, love your 
local businesses and love your whanau, I 

encourage everyone to get vaccinated as 
soon as you are able to.

Terence Harpur, chief executive, 
Takapuna Beach Business 
Association (and vaccinated 
community member).

 

I was reading your article on the PumpHouse 
(Rangitoto Observer, 25 June), in particular 
the comment that the pumps were turned off 
in the 1940s.

I lived in Campbell Rd, Takapuna (born 
1949), and I distinctly remember as a child, 
probably in the early to mid 1950s, sitting in 
brown-coloured bath water (that’s before I 
washed the dirt off me), and was always led 
to believe that when we turned the taps on you 
could always tell when we had swapped over to 
Lake Pupuke water supply because the water 
came out a brown colour.

I would hate to have my memories dashed 
after all these years, and I would have to re-
tract many a fib, but perhaps you could check 
whether Lake Pupuke was being used in the 
early 50s for water supply when the reservoirs 
in the city were low.

Of course, it could be the other way around, 
and those townies could have been sending us 
their dirty water.
John Little

Editor’s reply: The information was pro-
vided to us by Auckland Council staff and also 
appears on the council’s Our Auckland website. 
We will advise them that a reader with a long 
memory recommends a fact check.

Brown-water bathing 
dates back to  

the 1950s

Busway users left with sub-par facilities
The Regional Land Transport Plan has 

certainly not dealt a winning hand to the 
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area.  

Improvements to the Northern Busway 
stations, between Akoranga and Constella-
tion stations, will not see any progress until 
between 2027 and 2031. This means that 
when patronage gets back to pre-Covid-19 
times the passengers will have to put up with 
sub-standard facilities. This is completely 
unacceptable.  

The North Shore communities have 
flocked to using public transport and now 
Auckland Transport (AT) is waiting another 
10 years to get the improvements completed.  
Let’s hope that this doesn’t push too many 
current bus passengers back to their cars to 
commute to work. 

People who live near the busway stations 
have been extremely supportive of the bus 
services provided. Failure to improve the 
passengers’ waiting areas and platform 

facilities may make traveling by bus less 
attractive. 

The Lake Rd project seems to be a hard 
outcome too. Major work isn’t going to be 
undertaken until between 2024 and 2026.  
Ferry infrastructure like the design and 
build of the new ferry terminal at Bayswater 
hasn’t even been included in the plan.  

One good fund is the citywide local-board 
transport capital fund, which will now be 
$20 million per year. This will enable the 
board to complete some important smaller 
projects. One of these will be the Francis 
St-to-Esmonde Rd walking and cycling 
connection. It also gives the current and 
future boards some discretion to do the 
smaller transport projects that may have 
been overlooked.
George Wood 
Devonport-Takapuna Local 
Board member
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Vaccine misinformation: The huge public health threat
Public health specialist Dr Felicity Williamson responds to a protest by anti-vaxxers in Takapuna

Some people spread vaccine disinforma-
tion – false information with malicious 
intent – or misleading misinformation, 
based on incorrect beliefs. 

These protesters are not collections of 
concerned individuals, neighbours and 
friends who have more information then 
the rest of society, as they so often portray 
themselves.

Investigations show that those spreading 
misinformation that undermines the rollout 
of vaccines against Covid-19 are well fi-
nanced, determined and disciplined.  Every 
anti-vaxx message can be boiled down to a 
master narrative of three parts: “Covid-19 
isn’t dangerous; vaccines are dangerous; 
you can’t trust doctors or scientists.” 

Misinformation, which traditional me-
dia used to filter out through its editorial 
standards, has suddenly become rampant 
and unfiltered across most of the world’s 
population. The World Health Organiza-
tion lists vaccine hesitancy as one of the 
top 10 health threats.

There are steps we can all take to counter 
this misinformation industry, which threat-

ens our health and that of our loved ones, 
and our society.

The simplest solution to this is for 
media companies to remove the anti-vaxx 
misinformation. Don’t give it airtime. The 
signs and protests don’t need a story. There 
is no moral justification for profiting from 
harmful lies.

What can you do to help?
1. Don’t get into an argument. 
When we see anti-vaxx misinformation 

on social media or in the public, we must 
resist falling into the trap of engaging with 
it, however tempting it may be to point 
out obvious flaws and falsehoods. I must 
admit that at times I fall into this trap and 
although I try not to, have engaged on 
social media. 

Engaging with misinformation online 
spreads it further: if we scratch the itch, 
we spread the disease.

2. Use the truth.
It is far more helpful and effective to 

instead share good information about 
vaccines from trusted sources. It’s normal 
and perfectly okay to have questions or 

concerns about it. 
So here are some facts you can use in 

conversations, social media posts and 
wherever else you need them: 

• Vaccines save lives.
• The Covid vaccine teaches the body’s 

immune system to recognise the virus so 
if you are ever exposed, it can rapidly fight 
to prevent infection.

• All vaccines follow the basic principle 
of providing a harmless version or part of 
the pathogen to give the immune system 
a snapshot of the disease.

• The Covid-19 vaccine was developed 
so quickly due to an amazing international 
collaborative effort. 

• International cooperation supported 
by significant financial backing has helped 
overcome roadblocks that have traditionally 
slowed vaccine development, with every 
step still completed.

3. Get vaccinated
When we each have our turn to be vac-

cinated, we should tell our friends and 
followers. 

Take photos, post and be proud.

Summer in Auckland: swimming or more sewage ahead
Guy Armstrong of the Wairau Estuary Environment Protection Society questions pledges on water quality

Phil Goff is pushing back at central gov-
ernment plans to seize water management 
from his council.   

Take a moment to conjure up a vision 
of summer in Auckland – beaches, swim-
ming, kids splashing in the shallows, 
sounds of warmth and enjoyment.

Phil Goff puts that image into words – 
“Heading to the beach to enjoy the summer 
is part of our birthright as Aucklanders.” 
He wrote this over three years ago, in 
“Beach pollution is not acceptable – and 
this is my plan to fix the problem.” 

Before it could be published, news broke 
that faecal contamination had closed Taka-
puna Beach – the stinky climax of decades 
of broken pipes and misconnections. 

Phil Goff or his advisors clearly didn’t 
know that council under-investment in 
sewerage would bubble to the surface just 
then.  Should they have known?

On the other side of the Harbour Bridge, 
streams drain sewage into Hobson Bay and 
council warns, “If you touch the water in 
the affected streams it is strongly recom-
mended that you wash or sanitise your 
hands and anything that has come into 
contact with the water straight away.”  

The contamination only became appar-
ent last year with residents badgering the 
council to test the water. But it has been 
this way for decades. Council said they 
did not know.  Should they have known?

Go back 10 years – council replaced 
the ageing sewer pipe across Hobson Bay.  
Technical papers stated it would “practi-
cally eliminate overflows from Watercare’s 
wastewater system in Hobson Bay”.  Press 
releases stated it would “almost eliminate” 
sewage overflows into the bay. The project 
manager claimed: “There should be no 
overflow at all”  Were they correct?  

Well, no, this is the same Hobson Bay 
mentioned above. Like the Wairau Estuary 
on the North Shore, it remains a permanent 
no-swim area, too consistently contami-
nated to be on Safeswim. 

Council clearly didn’t know the new 
pipeline 10 years ago would make no 
meaningful difference to the sewage in 
Hobson Bay. Should they have known?

Last month, a headline touted “New 
pipeline to make Auckland’s polluted 
beaches a thing of the past.”  Only those 
in the know would stand a chance of grasp-
ing that they were referring to the Central 
Interceptor, which will only stop sewage 
discharges from the Western isthmus.  

Most readers will assume that the entire 
Auckland region – Eastern Bays, North 
Shore, East Coast Bays beaches, will be 
free of sewage contamination.  Even Mayor 
Goff seems to think so, claiming that the 
Central Interceptor, “will stop 80 per cent 
of overflows”.  

The same claim was made last year on 

Facebook by Deputy Mayor Bill Cash-
more.  Does anyone in council know that 
the Central Interceptor will only reduce 
sewage contamination of inner harbour 
beaches from Herne Bay to Pt Chev? 
Should they? Should they admit that the 
Central Interceptor will make not a jot of 
difference to water quality on the eastern 
beaches or the North Shore? 

And we all know of the ongoing drinking 
water crisis. Our water use is still restrict-
ed.  Whatever council (and its council-
controlled entity Watercare) knew, they 
didn’t act until we had a real crisis – with 
real impact on businesses and residents. 
Did council know this crisis was building 
years ago?  Should they have known?

Auckland councils have overseen Auck-
land’s three waters for over a century.  Last 
year, the mayor admitted “Auckland has a 
long history of underinvestment in sewer-
age and stormwater infrastructure that will 
take years to fix. The issues we are talking 
about go back over 100 years.”  

The catch-up fix will cost billions of 
dollars. The government want to take water 
management away from council and vest it 
in a dedicated body with better oversight.  
Phil Goff is pushing back against this.

Council wants us to trust it to fix the 
current water crises and continue manag-
ing our water. 

Should we?
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RECRUITMENT  
EVENING  
TUESDAY JULY 13, 5.30PM 
BIRKENHEAD
Work locally and care for the most precious  
people we know, our residents. Come along and 
learn about working at Ryman, meet the hiring 
managers and discuss current vacancies.

We have full time, part time (fixed shifts)  
and casual opportunities available:

Registered Nurses

Caregivers

Activity Coordinators

Cooks Assistants

Kitchen Assistants

Housekeepers

Laundry Assistants

Casual Receptionist

Casual Chef

As a Ryman team member, you have access  
to some top-notch benefits including: 

PIONEERS 
WANTED

CAREERS.RYMANHEALTHCARE.COM

BERT SUTCLIFFE  
RETIREMENT VILLAGE
2 Rangatira Road, Birkenhead, Auckland

If you think you have the pioneering spirit needed to  
make a difference at Ryman, we’d love to see you. 

Quote ‘kindness’ and bring along your CV to claim 
a prize!

Great pay

Comfortable, designer uniforms

Education support
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Qualified 
Relief Teachers

Age School in Takapuna is looking 
for Qualified Relief Teachers to join 
their team.

Age School is a boutique urban 
school, designed for children for 
year 1 to 12 who thrive on smaller 
classes.  

A place where care for each other 
and the environment goes hand in 
hand with learning that goes beyond 
the national curriculum.

This relief role will be throughout  
the week, 4-8 hour shifts between 
8am-5pm.

Apply now to join  
our amazing team,  

via ShoreJobs.co.nz

Law graduate/legal assistant/
legal secretary

We are a busy general law practice 
located in Devonport. Our work 
consists of residential and commercial 
conveyancing, leasing, family law and 
business transactions.

If you are a recent law graduate, 
looking at returning back to the 
workforce or have current experience 
but are looking for new opportunities, 
we want to hear from you.

We welcome those who are:

•  self-starters,

•  have good communication skills and

•  willing to learn on the job. 

We will tailor the role and pay rates 
to suit the right candidate – we will 
consider applications for full-time, part-
time and fixed-term positions.

Contact Karyn Preston-Thomas.
Apply via ShoreJobs.co.nz

An opportunity has aris-
en for a skilled events 
organiser to join the 
team at the Devonport 
Peninsula Trust in a 
part time (13 hours per 
week), fixed-term capac-
ity. 
Key responsibilities are 
to manage some of the 
Trust’s popular, annually 
recurring events*, e.g. 
Summer Fun Tamariki 
Play and Kids Athletics 
and assist at others, 
working closely with the 
Devonport Community 
Coordinator. 

The ideal candidate:
•  has an outgoing personality and is comfortable 

speaking in front of groups and organising groups of 
children

•  is a skilled communicator (both written and verbal) 
with experience in report writing

•  is organised and a self-starter
•  has an understanding of the Devonport Peninsula 

Community
•  has experience in managing grass-roots, community 

events, and uses initiative to give expert advice to 
improve the Trust’s programmes

•  has team-leader experience 
•  is physically fit
•  has clean drivers’ licence and ability to drive a manual 

transmission van an advantage
•  is a competent user of MS Office suite of programs.

Summer Events Coordinator (part-time)

*Our events programme takes a break of 4 weeks over Christmas and New Year.
Apply with a CV and cover letter by 30th July. Attention Maria Teape.

Apply via ShoreJobs.co.nz

An opportunity has arisen 
for a skilled events assis-
tant to join the team at the 
Devonport Peninsula Trust 
in a part time (9.5 hours per 
week), fixed-term capacity. 
Key responsibilities are 
to assist with the Trust’s 
popular, annually recurring 
events*, e.g. Summer Fun 
Tamariki Play, Kids Athlet-
ics, Devonport Christmas 
Festival and others, work-
ing closely with the Sum-
mer Events Coordinator 
and Devonport Community 
Coordinator. 

The ideal candidate:
•  has an outgoing personality and can relate well 

to children and their caregivers
•  is a skilled communicator (both written and 

verbal) 
•  has an understanding of the Devonport Peninsula 

Community
•  has experience with grass-roots, community 

events
•  is able to work well in a small team and equally 

able to work autonomously
•  is physically fit
•  has clean drivers’ licence and ability to drive a 

manual transmission van an advantage
•  is a competent user of MS Office suite of 

programs.

Summer Events Assistant (part-time)

*Our events programme takes a break of 4 weeks over Christmas and New Year.
Apply with a CV and cover letter by 30th July. Attention Maria Teape.

Apply via ShoreJobs.co.nz
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Local derby goes to wire in schools squash champs
The final game of the Auckland Second-

ary Schools Squash Championship had 
spectators on the edge of their seats as 
the defending champions, Westlake Girls, 
met Takapuna Grammar in a cliff-hanger 
championship decider with the score level 
at two-all with one match to play,

TGS won the first two sets of the best-

of-three match, and were looking set for 
an early finish. However, Lucy Cadness-
Aspinall, the WGHS captain, surprised all 
when she produced some miraculous game 
play and took three sets in a row.  

The final score was 13-15, 8 -11, 11-7, 
11-6 and 11-3.

The Westlakle team of Cadness-Aspinall, 

Aishah Lotfy, Myriam Lotfy, Anna Jowsey 
and Tayla Harre will now prepare for the 
New Zealand Secondary Schools Cham-
pionship in Tauranga from 6-8 August, 
and can no doubt expect more challenging 
encounters.

In Division 2, the Senior A Westlake 
Girls team worked hard to finish third.

Sport

Auckland champs... Westlake Girls squash players (from left) Anna Jowsey, Tayla Harre, Lucy Cadness-
Aspinall, Aishah Lotfy and Myriam Lotfy

Snowboarders take honours 
in Snowplanet medal-fest

Snowboarders from Westlake Girls won a record number of 
medals and the top title at the 2021 Auckland Secondary Schools 
Snowboarding Championships last month. 

Competing against 13 schools at Snowplanet, the five-person 
team of Harriet Gowing, Coco Mauger, Meadow Mauger, Jorgina 
Mackenzie and Saffron Frost-Macky won 12 medals, consisting of 
seven golds, three silvers and two bronzes. 

The overall win follows a second placing last year. 
A highlight was the final of the girls dual slalom event in which 

Year 11 student Gowing got off to a flying start. Long Bay College’s 
Isla Brown closed the gap, but Gowing held on to cross the finish 
line 3/100th of a second ahead.

The individual medal haul began with Meadow Mauger taking 
silver in the Junior Girls Slopestyle. 

Slopestyle is the root of snowboarding, with competitors riding 
rails with heart-skipping jumps. Mauger then won a bronze medal 
in the Junior Slalom race. 

Her older sister, Coco, won silver in the senior slalom and was 
third in dual slalom with Saffron Frost-Macky. 

Meadow Mauger and Jorgina Mackenzie (who came second in 
the junior slalom) are both Year 9 students.  The young team will 
grow in experience and is expected to stand the school in good 
stead for the next several years.

Snow queens...  (from left) Jorgina Mackenzie, 
Meadow Mauger, Harriet Gowing, Coco Mauger and 
Saffron Frost-Macky
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Takapuna underdone after weeks off before semi
Takapuna rugby premiers go into tomor-

row’s North Harbour championship semi-
final injury free but slightly undercooked 
from a lack of match play.

The side has only played one match in 
the last month, after defaults by Glenfield 
and Mahurangi and a bye last weekend in 
the quarter-finals. 

“All the missing games – it’s a big prob-
lem over the season,” said Takapuna coach 
Aaron Katipa.

 All Blacks prop Karl Tu’inukuafe is on 
international duty, “which is great for him, 

but a shame for us”, said Katipa.
Fine Inisi and, Aisea Halo are also out, 

having made the Tongan squad.
On the plus side for Takapuna, Moses Leo 

failed to make the cut for the New Zealand 
sevens squad going to the Olympics and will 
play in the semi-final. 

“He comes in at centre and swaps with 
Fine,” said Katipa, who was cautiously 
optimistic about his side’s chances.

“Takapuna has been in the final a few 
times in recent years and fallen at the final 
hurdle, so we are just taking it one game 

at a time.”
“It’s the closest competition we’ve had 

for 15 years. It’s wide open.”
Takapuna has had a few big wins in 2021, 

but “we got towelled by North Shore” in a 
Friday night match. 

 “Shore finished top of the table of 
the pool matches so they have been the 
most consistent team of the season,” Katipa 
said.

• Takapuna plays Northcote at Onewa 
Domain, at 2.45 pm, while its premier two 
side plays North Shore at 1 pm. 

War horse…Takapuna stalwart Shane Neville on the charge against 
old rivals North Shore

Veteran clocks  
up 140 games

Takapuna captain Shane Neville cel-
ebrates his 140th game for the premier side 
in the semi-final clash against Northcote.

The 33-year-old lock told the Observer 
2021 would be his last season if the side won 
the North Harbour title. 

“I always wanted to go out on a champi-
onship... 2020 was supposed to be my last 
season but then Covid hit.”

Neville has won championships with 
Takapuna before – four in a row between 
2006 to 2009 – at the tail end of a decade of 
Takapuna dominance.

“But it’s been a long-time between 
drinks,” said Neville, who was in a losing 
final side in 2017.

While a championship win was in his 
wider sights, “We can’t get ahead of our-
selves. We’re totally focussed on the semi-
final this week.”

Takapuna has been an attacking power-
house this season – winning 10 out of 13 
matches and scoring 466 points, and finish-
ing just one point behind North Shore on 
the points table.

A 39-10 thrashing by North Shore under 
lights at Onewa Domain in May changed 
Takapuna’s season, Neville said. 

Takapuna had not been beaten in 2020 
and “We thought we were the team to beat 
this year – but Shore turned up that night 
and really took it to us… they did us a huge 
favour,” Neville said. 

“I would love to play Shore in the final 
– it would give us a chance for a bit of 
redemption.”

The side was shaping well for the business 
end of the season.  

Takapuna’s backs were “almost the (North 
Harbour) Mitre 10 backline,” said Neville, 
who singled out Kade Banks, as having an 
excellent season. 

“Our forward pack has been going well 
too.”

In addition to his stellar career for Taka-
puna, Neville played 35 provincial games: 
28 for Northland (2014-2016) and seven for 
North Harbour (2010 and 2017).
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We guarantee 
our Workmanship

Backed by over 35 years’ experience 
of quality preparation and painting

ph ross kingdom 
021 723 413

registered 
professional painters Phone COLIN on 480 5864

RECOVER YOUR
LOUNGE SUITE

Call us for a free quotation and put the life
back into that favourite chair or lounge suite

AWARD FURNITURE

North Shore based renovations, 
new builds, design & project  

management since 1985.

Trustworthy licensed builders specialising  
in residential alterations/extensions, 

kitchens, bathrooms, tiling, re-cladding.

Contact Alex Carey on  
0274 660 666, or visit our website 

www.efd.kiwi

RENE GARDENING

SMALL & MEDIUM TREES
HEDGES & SHRUBS
PRUNING – TRIMMING
GARDEN TIDY UPS 
& MAINTENANCE

We look after your  
garden with care  
and passion. 

facebook.com/ReneGardening

         @renegardening

info@renegardening.co.nz
Rene: 021 134 5604

CLASSIFIEDS
FOR SALE

Parking Available Op-
posite Hospital - One car 
only, safe and secure, 163B 
Shakespeare road, Phone 
021951156, Only $25.00 
per week.

SERVICES OFFERED
FixIT Handyman - ex-
cellent work,  practical 
budget, most jobs wel-
come, interior/exterior free 
quote. Josh 0212618322 

TUITION
Maths Coaching Of-
fered. Year 7 to year 13 
welcomed.  15 mins of 
chess with all my junior 
students. Ph Peter BE, Dip 
Tchg on 094451899 or 
02108175037.

WANTED
Cars Wanted. Cars Vans 
4x4s Utes Trucks 24/7 
Cash paid 0800203060

Tony Gasperini
Qualified Local Arborist

Tree & Tall Hedge Specialist

027 770-0099
Devonport, Auckland
tony.gasperini@gmail.com

CARS 
WANTED

• Cars • Vans
• 4x4s • Utes  • Trucks 

24/7

0800 203 060

CASH PAID

LOOKING FOR A 
LOCAL ELECTRICIAN 

YOU CAN TRUST?

We specialise in residential 
service and maintenance

CALL US NOW

029 128 7494
lewis@lakeroadelectrical.co.nz

www.lakeroadelectrical.co.nz

Specialising in all aspects of  
Wall and Floor Tiling and  
Under-tile Waterproofing

Carried out and certified by local  
tradesman of 24 years’ experience 

FREE QUOTES 

Contact Doug 021 187 7852 
or 09 446 0687 or email 
calpremtiling@gmail.com 

Caledonian 
Premier 
Tiling Ltd. 

BOOKKEEPING 
SERVICES

Xero, MYOB, GST, Payroll

www.ljbass.co.nz
info@ljbass.co.nz

027 331 3164

FENCE
BROTHERS

www.fencebros.co.nz

• FENCES
• PERGOLAS
•  DECKS

•  RETAINING 
WALLS

•  PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

CONTACT US 
FOR A FREE QUOTE

0800 336 232

Issue 1 – 15 March 2019DELIVERED FORTNIGHTLY AN INDEPENDENT VOICE

Trades & Services

Support your paper  
for the price of  
a cup of coffee.

Go to  
rangitoto-observer.co.nz 

and click on  
‘Become a supporter’  
at the top of the page.
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A Takapuna family have honoured the 
voluntary service of Jan Vaughan by setting 
up an annual scholarship in her name. It will 
be used to help train other Harbour Hospice 
volunteers.

For 29 years, Vaughan gave her time to the 
hospice, visiting patients all over the North 
Shore. Daughter Debbie Levy said that after 
the family emerged from their grief at her 
death during last year’s Covid-19 lockdown, 
when they were unable to hold a funeral, 
they settled on the scholarship idea as a fit-
ting tribute.

“We approached Harbour Hospice and 
together we came up with the idea of the Jan 
Vaughan Scholarship.” It will acknowledge 
her commitment and passion for volunteering. 
This included fundraising and working in the 
community, visiting patients to keep them 
company or offering respite to carers. 

The scholarship was announced during 
National Volunteer Week last month, in con-
junction with hospice’s volunteer long-service 
awards. It will be used to further extend the 
skills of those working alongside patients in 
the community.

“We wanted to do something that not only 
we would love, but that she would love too,” 
said Levy. “She was always thinking about 
others and was very passionate and devoted 
to her volunteer work.”

Harbour Hospice draws on close to 1400 
volunteers each year, with more than 250 of 
those working directly with patients, in roles 
that also include driving patients to appoint-
ments and to writing life stories.

Hospice chief executive Jan Nichols said 
the scholarship would enable it to meet an 
increasing demand for upskilled volunteers 
who worked with patients and were integral 
in supporting clinical teams.

“Volunteers out in the community with 
our patients and their families are incredibly 
valuable and play a huge role in the care and 

Volunteers recognised in new hospice scholarship

Hospice supporters... Debbie Levy, with her father Graham Vaughan, 
holds a picture of her mother, Jan Vaughan

support that we provide,” said Nichols.
“We’re incredibly grateful to the Vaughan 

family for entrusting us with this great hon-
our, and for enabling us to train more skilled 
individuals to support our nurses in new ways 
and ultimately improve quality of care for 
everyone in our community.”

The scholarship will be available to all 
volunteers working with patients who identify 
a relevant training or personal development 
opportunity that would enhance their experi-
ence. Applications will open later in the year. 
Meanwhile, anyone interested in volunteering 
can find out more at harbourhospice.org.nz.

BIRKENHEAD 
18 Mokoia Rd | 09 418 4011
DEVONPORT 
79 Victoria Rd | 09 445 3479

Available in-store & online! 
www.yarntons.co.nz

NZ Made Possum Merino
Men’s & Ladies Knitwear
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Made with 100% organic ingredients fresh each 
week and delivered nationwide to your door.

Handmade by our professional chefs we offer 
restaurant-quality healthy, nutritious meals with 
gluten free, dairy free and vegan options.

ready made 
Organic meals

order yours today
www.southernorganics.co.nz
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Westlake girls score successes in composition contest

Young composers... Winner of the New Zealand Choral Foundation 
choral composition contest Jonine Tiakia (seated) with (from 
left) Hannah Jones, Lisa Qian and Zhiyun Melody Zhang, who also 
enjoyed success in the competition

Four Year 13 students from Westlake Girls 
have been recognised in the New Zealand 
Choral Foundation (NZCF) Federation 
Choral Composition competition. 

Jonine Tiakia won for her composition 
piece Invictus, Lisa Qian came third equal 
with A Night Thought, while Hannah Jones 
and Zhiyun Melody Zhang were both Highly 
Commended for their pieces, Voices of the 
Air and Tree at my Window respectively. 

Meanwhile, Westlake Boys and Girls 
High Schools took a clean sweep of the top 
awards at the Auckland regional Big Sing 
competition, with three of the schools’ choirs 
making it through to the national final to be 
held next month.

The Big Sing is the largest choral competi-
tion in the Southern Hemisphere. 

Choirs from Westlake Girls and Boys 
Highs and a mixed choir from both schools 
were awarded:

• Best Festival programme by a mixed 
choir – Choralation (director Rowan John-
ston)

• Best Festival programme by a female 
choir – Cantare (director Fiona Wilson)

• Best Festival programme by a male choir 
– Voicemale (director David Squire)

•  Spirit of the Festival Award – Cantare
•  Runner-up for the Adjudicators Award 

– Voicemale
All three choirs progress to the Big Sing 

Finale to be held in the refurbished Christch-
urch Town Hall. They will be among 24 
choirs selected from around New Zealand 
competing for Gold, Silver and Bronze 
Awards, decided by a panel of three adju-
dicators.  
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Master carver helping make  
Matariki more meaningful

It’s tempting to call Natanahira Te Pona 
North Shore’s Matariki man. 

After all, the master carver and tutor has 
been running workshops for local schools 
and is currently a key contributor to two 
exhibitions with works exploring the topic. 

These – at the Lake House Arts Centre in 
Takapuna, where Te Pona is based, and at 
Deport Artspace, Devonport – include his 
own carvings and those of adult whakairo 
students he has mentored.

Te Pona is well versed in spreading en-
thusiasm and cultural understanding of the 
Maori New Year. ”There was an obvious 
gap. I saw it a long time ago, and wanted 
to build a community around it,” he told 
the Observer.

But his korero on Matariki quickly con-
vinces that even the name deserves more 
context. 

To some iwi, this time of celebration 
and contemplation is named for the star 
Puanga (Reigel) in Orion’s Belt, rather than 
Matariki (the Pleiades 
cluster, sometimes re-
ferred to as the Seven 
Sisters, and by the 
Japanese as Subaru, 
meaning gathered to-
gether). The difference 
in name is because in 
certain northern and 
western areas of the 
country, Puanga is 
more visible than Ma-
tariki, rising from its 
early winter absence 
to herald a change of 
season.   

As to the art, inter-
pretations are equally 
layered. Te Pona’s own 
carving skills were de-
veloped in study at the 
Maori Arts and Crafts 
Institute in Rotorua and 
honed over 30 years. 
Grounded in tradition, 
his pieces include con-
temporary mixtures of wood and bronze.

At the Lake House he has two works 
(pictured on opposite page) depicting 
Tawhaki and Hapai, he human, she celes-
tial. They united on Earth, then parted, with 
Hapai returning heavenward and Tawhaki 
labouring to follow her. Eventually ascend-
ing, he too became divine, with lightning 
flashing across the skies from his armpits.  

Some of his students are from other 
cultures, integrating new ideas into what 
they have found in Aotearoa. 

Among them is Kristina Sokolova who 
settled here from the Balkans. She says: 
“Today Matariki is still seen as an important 

time to celebrate the Earth and show respect 
for the land on which we live.”

Sokolova’s striking inlaid carving (pic-
tured) was inspired by the creation legend 
of how Matariki came to be in the sky.

It is entitled Mata Ariki, or the Eyes of 
Ariki, and draws on the story of the forced 
separation of the Earth Mother Papatu-
anuku and the Sky Father Ranginui by their 
children eager to emerge into the light. 
Tawhirimatea (guardian of wind and rains) 
was opposed to his brothers plan, and after 
battling them unsuccessfully he ripped out 
his eyes, crushed them and threw them to 
heaven where they became stars… hence 
why the wind is seen as unpredictable.

For Te Pona, it is pleasing to see how 
Puanga Matariki has grown from being 
little known a decade ago to widely rec-
ognised. 

Next year it will be a national holiday. 
The Birkdale resident, who grew up 
in Turangi and has Nga Puhi ancestry, 

sees it as a chance to 
spread understand-
ing. He also teaches 
te reo out of the Lake 
House.

Tomorrow, Satur-
day 10 July, Te Pona 
will lead an open-to-
all lantern hikoi from 
the base of Takarun-
ga in Devonport at 
6pm. 

Environmentally 
fr iendly lantern-
making is another 
of the community 
classes he has been 
running. He hopes 
recent participants 
will bring their lan-
terns along, but this 
is not necessary to 

enjoy the walk and, 
weather permitting, 
some star-gazing too.  

The hikoi will end 
at the Depot Artspace and mark the closing 
night of Te Hauhake – Harvesting, in which 
both Te Pona and Sokolova have works. 

In all, 10 artists are involved in the Depot 
show, half from Tamaki Makaurau and half 
from the Hokianga. This again adds to the 
differing perspectives on Matariki.

Anyone wishing to see the Lake House 
exhibition, He Kākano Ahau and Te ao 
Mārama, best be quick. It ends today, Friday, 
9 July, with the carvings complemented by 
the paintings of guest artist Ramari Tauroa-
Tibble. Carved finials in the show will be able 
to be appreciated for longer. After a blessing 
they will be installed on the main building.  

PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY

Kathryn 
Robertson
Residential Sales

021 490 480

E: Kathryn.robertson@bayleys.co.nz
W: kathrynrobertson.bayleys.co.nz

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

WHAT’S ON @
Takapuna Library

BETTER BANKING 
WORKSHOPS

Learn to be more comfortable with 
internet banking

To help people in our communities with 
everyday banking, ASB is offering a one 
hour workshop covering a range of topics 
including staying safe online, learning how 
to avoid fraud and scams and an introduc-
tion to different ways of banking.
The workshops will be held at Takapuna 

Library on the following dates:
8th July 2021, 10am to 11am 
15th July 2021, 10am to 11am 
22nd July 2021, 10am to 11am 
29th July 2021, 10am to 11am

Seats will be limited  
so if you would like to attend, please  

RSVP Anne Betts at: 890 4902, or email:  
Anne.Betts@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz

 

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 
ARE NEARLY HERE!

Our main theme is Matariki, with the 
additional theme: Taku taiao, Taku tuakiri 
– My environment, My identity. Join us 
for lots of fun activities including making 
a water filtration system using recycled 
bottles and dirty water, learning to make 
na– whetu– (stars) using harakeke (flax) 
or make a wind catcher using sticks, 
feathers, shells, string and wool. Join us in 
our pop-up theatre for a Matariki-inspired 
children’s movie - grab a cushion and 
settle in!

Check out Eventfinda or our 
Facebook page for dates,  

times and more exciting events.
The eyes have it... 
Kristina Sokolova’s carving, 
Mata Ariki
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48 Victoria Road | (09) 446 0100 | www.thevic.co.nz

NOW SHOWING 
In The Heights (PG) 143min  NEW
The Hitman’s Wife’s Bodyguard (R16) 117min  NEW
Sir Alex Ferguson: Never Give In (M) 107min  NEW
Fast & Furious 9: The Fast Saga (M) 142min  NEW
Herself (M) 97min  NEW
Days of the Bagnold Summer (M) 86min  NEW
Spirit Untamed (PG) 88min  NEW 
The Wonderfish Collective (Live Show)  26 JUN

COMING SOON 
Bye Bye Morons (Adieu les Cons) (M) 87min  1 JUL
Lead Zipline (Live Show)  2 JUL
Black Widow (M) 134min  8 JUL
Space Jam: A New Legacy (TBA)  Previews 8-14 JUL
Oscar LaDell (Live Show)  9 JUL

events@thevic.co.nz

SPECIALS
CHEAP TUESDAY 
$10 Adult / $8 Child
*EXCEPT PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

THE VIC LIVE

 
Reach your 

Takapuna, Milford and 
surrounds customers 

cost-effectively
Contact the Observer  

for our rates and dates. 
EMAIL: sales@rangitoto-observer.co.nz

Go to devonportflagstaff.co.nz and click on 
‘Become a supporter’ at the top of the page.

Master carver... Natanahira 
Te Pona with two of his 
works on show at the Lake 
House 

Sunday 25 July at 2.30pm
PROGRAMME

Leonie Holmes  Prelude for Strings
Liszt  Piano Concerto No 2 in A major S125

Beethoven  Symphony No 3 Op 55 in E flat “Eroica”

ST MATTHEW-IN-THE-CITY
Cnr of Wellesley & Hobson Street, Auckland City

SOLOIST 
Sylvia Jiang

CONDUCTOR 
Ken Young

Just a ferry trip to the Centre of Auckland
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premium.co.nz |  F ine Homes |  F ine Apartments |  F ine Li festyles
PREMIUM REAL ESTATE LTD LICENSED REA 2008 | 916 6000

VIEW | SUN 12.15 - 1 PM OR BY APPT
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/80153
EOI | 28 JULY 2021 AT 4 PM UNLESS SOLD PRIOR

STANLEY POINT | 33A STANLEY POINT ROAD | ARCHITECTURAL MASTERPIECE 
Designed by Bruce Macfarlane with euphoric living in 
mind this beautiful modern home is set on a 751sqm 
freehold title. Five bedrooms, three bathrooms (incl 
ensuite), multiple living and dining areas, double 
garage with internal access and plenty of off street 
parking. Properties as sought after as this are rare and 
tightly held, this is an opportunity not to be missed.

ROBERT MILNE 022 011 24 94 | 916 6000
RICHARD MILNE 021 770 611 | 916 6000

VIEW | PLEASE CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT 
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/80134
PRICE | $2.495M

This immaculate 124sqm one level apartment with 2 
ensuited bedrooms, has magnificent Auckland city 
views including Waitemata Harbour and Rangitoto and 
including the wide panorama of Auckland city, harbour 
bridge and beyond. There is a separate fitted laundry 
room and guest powder room. The 2 parallel carparks 
are the best located in the building, with easy level 
access to the lift. This is a fantastic lock and go lifestyle.

TAKAPUNA | 2403 SENTINEL | PANORAMIC DAYS | SURREAL CITYSCAPE NIGHTS

ALISON PARKER 021 983 533 | 916 4381

VIEW | SUN 2 - 2.30 PM OR BY APPT 
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/80151
EOI | 29 JULY 2021 AT 4 PM UNLESS SOLD PRIOR

This spacious home has multiple living areas, delightful 
entertainers kitchen, seamless flow to an alfresco 
outdoor entertaining area complete with bbq and bar 
style bench and seating. 4 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms (incl 
ensuite) and generous double garage. Close proximity 
to great local cafes, beaches, Milford beach reserve and 
excellent school zones.

MILFORD | 33 CRAIG ROAD | DELIGHTFUL RESIDENCE | THREE BACK FROM THE BEACH

ROBERT MILNE 022 011 24 94 | 916 6000
RICHARD MILNE 021 770 611 | 916 6000

VIEW | PLEASE CALL FOR AN APPT
PRICE | BY NEGOTIATION
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/80147

Admired as one of the North Shores most beautiful 
character homes and set in one of the North Shores 
most desirable streets, this is the perfect home set in 
the perfect location. The outstanding accommodation 
throughout the home includes formal and informal 
living, office, 4 bedrooms with 2 enjoying panoramic 
views, 2 ensuite bathrooms plus a 2 full bathrooms in 
the home. Your forever home awaits!

TAKAPUNA | 1/10 BEACHOLM ROAD | FOREVER HOME

LEWIS GUY 021 867 355 | 916 6000


