
Lights, sabre, action... in weekend of colourful fun 

Prime bowls club site  
up for grabs... p10

Ructions reignite over  
town-square plans... p2

Witch-hunt! PumpHouse 
hosts The Crucible... p14

Issue 1 – 15 March 2019DELIVERED FORTNIGHTLY AN INDEPENDENT VOICEIssue 1 – 15 March 2019DELIVERED FORTNIGHTLY AN INDEPENDENT VOICEIssue 1 – 15 March 2019DELIVERED FORTNIGHTLY AN INDEPENDENT VOICEIssue 63 – August 6, 2021

Sell-off mooted to fund new town-square facilities
Selling the Takapuna Library and two other 

community buildings to fund a move into new 
premises in the town-square development is 
among options proposed for a major council 
facilities shake-up.

 The library, Takapuna Community Services 
Building and Mary Thomas Centre would all 
be sold under the most radical plan floated by 
officials. This would see residential develop-
ment rights sold above the new combined facil-
ity to generate some of the funding required. 

Options presented by Panuku officials to 
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board members 
this week were to:

1. Retain the status quo.
2. Renovate the library and the Takapuna 

Community Services Building on The Strand 
(which incorporates the War Memorial Hall, 
Senior Citizens space and local board offices), 
funded by the sale of the Mary Thomas Centre 
(which houses offices and rooms for hire).

3. Build a new library and services building 

on two levels of the existing sites of both, with 
mixed-use and residential development above. 
This would be funded by selling development 
rights for the proposed residential component 
and the sale of the Mary Thomas Centre.  

4. The most extreme option: Develop a 
relocated integrated facility over three lower 
levels of a mixed-use development including 
residential, adjoining the town square. 

Officials recommended exploring options 
2, 3 and 4. To page 5

New Zealand
OPERATED

OWNED &

Bright idea...  Five-year-old Logan Nicholson’s father works in Takapuna and brought him across from 
home in Grey Lynn to join in the fun at the Winter Lights event. More pictures, pages 8-9.
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Hostilities flare again over town-square development
Politicking around Takapuna town square 

development plans has again laid bare the 
deep splits in the Devonport-Takapuna 
Local Board.

Three of the six board members recently 
flew in the face of advice from officials in 
pushing through a call for public notification 
of planning consents recently lodged for the 
site – a decision which will anyway rest with 
an independent planning commissioner.  

Passed at the board’s monthly meeting on 
chair Ruth Jackson’s casting vote, the same 
motion raised a number of issues around the 
future of the Anzac St public car-park land, 
for which design proposals had already been 
accepted by the board, on an earlier split vote 
under former chair Aidan Bennett.   

The Heart of the Shore team of Jackson, 
board deputy chair Jan O’Connor and motion 
mover Trish Deans – elected on a platform of 
halting the sale of community assets – say too 
many unknowns remain about the ramifica-
tions of plans by Panuku, Auckland Council’s 
property arm, to sell some of the site. 

“A number of these issues are valid 
concerns that board members haven’t had 
answers for,” said Deans. 

This included lack of clarity about access 
and pavement space for bus-stop provision 
along Lake Rd, she maintained.

Local-board feedback on the consent 
application that was “out of scope” of its 
governance role would be rejected out of 
hand, members were advised by area manager 
Eric Perry. “This board doesn’t have a role 
to play,” he said. Only if the commissioner 
decided to notify the consents lodged by Pa-
nuku for initial site-preparation works starting 
in early 2022 for 30-38 Hurstmere Rd and 
40 Anzac St might wider input be accepted.   

Bennett and Toni van Tonder said the Heart 

of the Shore trio were simply relitigating is-
sues already dealt with or not up to the board 
to decide. The trio opposed the project and 
wanted to stop it, they said. 

“You didn’t get the answers you wanted,” 
said Bennett. The project had been exten-
sively consulted on and many questions asked 
again and again, he maintained. “The project 
is going ahead.”

Member Toni van Tonder said: “It’s smoke 
and mirrors to be seen to be doing the right 
thing for people who you want to see you 
fighting on these issues.” 

She said she had been blindsided by the 
notice of motion and the hijacking of pro-
cesses.  As one of the board members, along 
with Deans, delegated to provide board views 
on consents, van Tonder said they had been 
planning to discuss with other members the 
consent lodging response, recognising the 
project’s importance. Meeting times had been 
discussed with officials and then Deans put 
forward her motion. 

“You have muscled me out of my job in 
order to put forward your own agenda on the 
town centre,” said van Tonder. 

“Is it all right to just drop your shoulder and 
barrel on through?” asked Bennett.  

Perry provided all members with a detailed 
written response before the meeting on why 
the scope of the notice was beyond the legis-
lative role of board members. Their role was 
merely to give feedback on whether the com-
missioner should consider notifying consents. 

Member George Wood said he did not 
believe the initial consent applications  met 
the threshold for public notification. 

Van Tonder unsuccessfully put up an 
amendment that Perry’s advice and other 
emails about the process, dating back to early 
July, be tabled. This was voted down after a 
3-3 split, on the chair’s casting vote. 

“I’m really quite shocked that three people 
who campaigned on openness and transpar-
ency won’t have emails tabled,” said van 
Tonder. It was embarrassing that what had 
been passed as the board view really was 
not, she said. 

Jackson said she wanted the notification 
because of the size and significance of the 
square plans. “It’s not our decision – the 
public should get a say.” 

O’Connor said members’ repeated efforts 
to get answers had been unsuccessful. Ben-
nett disputed this, saying workshops had been 
held with Panuku and Auckland Transport. 
O’Connor repeated her concern about the 
inclusion in lots for sale for high-rise devel-
opment of pavement fringe land occupied 
by AT’s Lake Rd bus shelters.  The intention 
is apparently for shelters to be partially inte-
grated into any new buildings. 

With development deals not yet struck, 
O’Connor said there was a risk that if work 
began on public space, it might need to be 
dug up for services later.  

Bennett said: “What’s being done today is 
in danger of compromising the development 
partners.”

The Takapuna Residents Association wants 
development on the central car-park site halted 
until after next year’s local body elections, while 
the Takapuna Beach Business Association says 
it’s past time to just get on with the town-centre 
project. The split of opinion mirrors that on the 
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board.

Residents association chair Terry Dunleavy 

said a survey the group recently conducted 
showed 93.7 per cent of its 300 respondents 
wanted the car-park kept, with 85.7 per cent 
favouring it remaining as a venue for the Sun-
day market. Opinion was more evenly split 
about Takapuna’s designation as a metropolitan  
centre, which Dunleavy opposes.

Business association chief executive Terence 

Harpur said the politicking over the long-
planned town square was very disappointing. 

“We need to continue through the processes 
in place and get a beautiful public space built 
for the benefit of our community and local 
businesses,” he said.

“Businesses and the community just want 
to get on with it – it’s been 11 years already.”

At odds... Trish Deans (left) and 
Toni van Tonder 

Residents and business goups also at odds on way forward
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Castor Bay resident Emma Eaglen wants 
her readers to take hope and resilience from 
her memoir of being a young widow.

Eaglen’s husband, Andrew Porteous, was 
diagnosed with Stage 4 oesophageal cancer 
in 2016, aged 33. After the cancer spread to 
his brain, he died in February 2018.

“When he was diagnosed, my son was 
just two weeks old,” Eaglen said. “I started 
writing little bits at the time about how I was 
feeling, because it’s such an overwhelming 
experience.”

Three years on from Andrew’s death, 
Eaglen has self-published a book, 
Moonshadow. The title comes from the Cat 
Stevens song, but also represents that the 
moon is a witness to all that takes place.

“The big part is that it’s all about hope – it 
doesn’t emit its own light. It sees the sun and 
lets us know dawn will rise.”

Eaglen said the experiences of young 
widows are often foreign to the rest of 
society and she wanted to help others going 
through the same thing.

“It’s [also] partly because I just had this 
yearning to get it out.

“It feels really vulnerable and it feels 
really scary.

“I’ve had some really positive responses 
from other young widows saying ‘Do it; our 
stories need to be told.’ ”

Losing her husband while raising her two 
young children – Lauren, now seven, and 
Martin, now four – was “very, very difficult”, 
she said. 

Eaglen who grew up in Devonport but has 
lived in Castor Bay for about 10 years, said 
the neighbourhood had been an amazing 
support through Andrew’s illness.

“On one hand the book is, I guess, 
quite deep and difficult. It can be quite an 
emotional read.” But she tried to be as honest 
as possible, and “I feel like it’s realistic.”

The memoir was not written to be 

New chapter... Emma Eaglen and her two children, Lauren (7) and 
Martin Porteous (4)

published, but her family convinced her to 
do so, Eaglen said. 

The experience was “so outside of the 
normal experience that people have” that it 
isn’t talked about. 

“I think that’s a huge part of being a 
widow. It is so removed from the everyday.”

Porteous, who died at North Shore 
Hospice aged 34, spent his last weeks 
battling for insurance so his wife and 
children could be comfortable after his 
death. It was a complicated case.  

Porteous was made redundant as part of a 

post-buyout restructure at his company. He 
delayed starting a new job as he tried to get 
on top of his health. The insurance company 
therefore argued he stopped working due to 
redundancy, not illness. The case has since 
been settled.

Eaglen held a launch for friends and 
family that boosted her confidence, she 
said. “I think it is about being able to move 
forward with hope, and about being able to 
move forward with resilience. I think that’s 
what I want the takeaway to be.”

• Moonshadow is available on Amazon.

Memoir traces young widow’s journey through grief 
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Everyone aged 60+ can book their vaccination now

We’re rolling out Group 4 in age bands
Everyone in Aotearoa New Zealand will be able to get the vaccine – it’s free and there’s enough vaccine for everyone.  
With more than 2.5 million people aged under 65, to make the process flow smoothly, we’re breaking it down by age 
bands. We’re starting with the oldest and working our way down to the youngest. 

Important dates
28 July Everyone 60+ Can book now

11 August  Everyone 55+ Bookings open

Bookings will open soon to the rest of Aotearoa in age bands, 
from oldest to youngest. Remember, once you’re eligible to 
be vaccinated, you can book at any time. There’s no cut off. 

When it’s your time to book a vaccination
Step 1: Receiving an invitation
When you’re eligible, you’ll receive a letter inviting you to 
book at BookMyVaccine.nz. We’ll follow up with an email 
and text.

Step 2: Make your booking
Once you’ve received your invitation, or when your age 
band is open, go to BookMyVaccine.nz to book your 
appointments.

If you’re unable to book online, you can ring the COVID 
Vaccination Healthline on 0800 28 29 26 (8am to 8pm, 
7 days). We’ll make the booking for you and answer any 
questions. Interpreters are avwailable if you need them.

You can expect to have your first vaccination six to eight 
weeks after you make your booking.  Depending on where 

and when you’d like to be vaccinated, you might find an 
appointment earlier. You’ll need to leave at least three 
weeks between your first and second doses.

Step 3: Get your vaccination
We’ll send a reminder the day before each appointment. 
It’s very important to get two doses of the vaccine – this will 
give you the best protection.

Other ways to get vaccinated
There are other ways to be vaccinated, including 
workplace vaccinations and other vaccination events 
around the country. In many remote rural communities,  
we will vaccinate all age groups at the same time.

Many GPs are also providing COVID-19 vaccinations and are 
taking bookings directly. To find out if your GP is offering 
this service, visit healthpoint.co.nz/covid-19-vaccination

55+ 45+ 35+ 16+60+

Find out more at Covid19.govt.nz

The stronger our immunity, the greater our possibilities.

New Zealanders aged 60+ can book now at BookMyVaccine.nz or call  
0800 28 29 26. If you’re in one of our priority groups (Groups 1, 2 and 3)  
and haven’t been vaccinated, don’t worry, you can still make your booking.

We’re rolling out  
COVID-19 vaccinations  
to Aotearoa New Zealand

0195 MBI COVID-19 Vaccine G4 07-31_Press_240x171.indd   10195 MBI COVID-19 Vaccine G4 07-31_Press_240x171.indd   1 2/08/21   12:36 PM2/08/21   12:36 PM
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Simon Watts
MP for North Shore

Authorised by Simon 
Watts MP, Parliament 
Buildings, Wgtn.

Your local MP,  
supporting you and  
our local community

1 Earnoch Avenue, Takapuna
northshore@parliament.govt.nz
09 486 0005

  simonwattsmp

Sherry’s Shore 
 service 

   remembered
Tributes to Philip Sherry, who died last 

month, aged 87, were paid by Devonport-
Takapuna Local Board members, focusing on 
the broadcaster’s North Shore connections.

Sherry, who fronted television news bulletins 
for decades, also served on the North Shore City 
Council, the Takapuna Community Board, and 
the Auckland Regional Council, before moving 
to the Bay of Plenty, where he was also active 
in local government.

Before that, Sherry owned a retirement home 
in Takapuna with his wife Margaret, living near 
Takapuna Normal Intermediate School, where 
the busway later cut through. 

Board chair Ruth Jackson said her mother 
was a resident and she remembered him fondly. 
“I have this abiding memory of Philip in a floral 
pinny taking a batch of scones out of the oven, 
when one of the regular ladies was away. He 
mucked in.”

Former North Shore Mayor and current local-
board member George Wood said Sherry had 
been a strong voice for the area on the regional 
council, especially around public transport. 

Sherry was first elected to the North Shore 
City Council in 1992 as part of Mayor Anne 
Hartley’s team, serving one term on both that 
and the community board. This was followed 
by three terms on the regional body, including a 
stint as deputy chair when the Northern Busway 
project was being pulled together.

In 2018, Sherry was made a Member of the 
New Zealand Order of Merit. This, said Wood, 
recognised his local body work as well as his 
better-known and highly esteemed broadcast-
ing career.

The board acknowledged Sherry’s passing 
and offered condolences to his family and 
friends. The earlier deaths of Black Rock 
resident Paul Firth and Milford resident Hank 
Jacobs, previously reported in the Observer, 
were also acknowledged.

They noted this was timely given other de-
velopment in the area, that Panuku, Auckland 
Council’s property arm, is managing as part of 
the so-called ‘Unlock Takapuna’ project. 

The proposals, revealed in a board workshop 
last Tuesday, are expected to be hotly debated 
in the coming weeks.

The report noted that the community may be 
reluctant to sell the existing facilities. 

The board’s business meeting this month 
will be asked for direction on which option or 
options to progress. 

A community-needs assessment last year 
found the library was well-used and highly 
rated, but the other facilities had spare capacity 
and were less well-known. Feedback on their 
condition was mixed. 

Officials flagged that the do-nothing Option 
1, while initially cost-neutral, would bring 
maintenance costs to upgrade the ageing build-
ings. With stretched city budgets, this would be 
on a prioritisation basis. 

A seismic assessment was also being pre-
pared on the library and the services building, 
they said, with any remediation required being 
an unbudgeted expense. The results of this were 
expected by September. 

 After board input, an Indicative Business 

Case (IBC) process will be done by April 2022 
to identify a recommended option for further 
analysis.  A Detailed Business Case will follow. 

A workshop document emphasised the need 
for each option to support key service provid-
ers. Some onsite parking was required to allow 
for diversity of users. It noted the financial 
frameworks were based on “high level” assess-
ment only, with more work required, hence the 
progression to an IBC.

Funding any change through property sales 
would assume a reduction in overall floor area 
for the facilities from 5825 sqm to 4600sqm 
(for Option 2) or 3400 sqm (for Options 3 or 4), 
the document said.Upgraded or new facilities 
would be expected to save energy. 

For Option 4, eight “pro” factors were 
listed, ranging from the absence of disruption 
to services during construction to the financial 
sustainability of a new, smaller facility.  

Among the five “con” factors listed were the 
possibility of the community’s reluctance to 
sell existing facilities, the need for “a different 
parking model” and that property “optimisation 
is market dependent”. 

Under the council’s “service-property op-
timisation policy”, the proceeds of property 
sales or redevelopment are to be used to deliver 
facilities in a way that is cost neutral and will 
not impact rates.  

   From page 1

Library sell-off and relocation among 
options in facilities shake-up 

BELMONT & BAYSWATER  
Hōtoke/WINTER Fun 
Preschool Play
Tuesday mornings 
9:30am-11:00am
1 June - 26 October, 2021 

FREE 
ENTRY!

The Rose Centre, 
School Road, 
Belmont 

www.devonportpeninsulatrust.nz
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Art students sell creations at Takapuna Library

Artists on show... (from left) Stephen Dean, Emily Smith, Michael Dunn and Amy McCollum displayed 
their creations at Takapuna Library

Amy McCollum’s favourite artwork is her painting of a walkway near Piha 
Beach (at left), where she’s going for a holiday.

Amy is one of several artists who are part of Art+Soul, a small alternative-care 
business in Milford that aims to bridge the gap between schooling and adult 
life for young people with disabilities, and includes an art and craft programme 
and radio studio.

In the last week of July, several artists had an exhibition, Dancing Meadows, 
in the Takapuna Library. For this, Amy had also painted a red flower. “We saw 
the picture in the back of the cafe, and then we drew it and painted it.”

Michael Dunn has done several works for the exhibition and enjoys the 
feeling of accomplishment. Stephen Dean has produced several paintings and 
also works on the Speakeasy radio show, which airs on Planet FM, 104.6, on 
Fridays at 6pm.

Emily Smith is also on the course but hadn’t finished her painting before the 
exhibition.“I just enjoy getting lost in a painting process,” she said. “It’s sort of 
a mix of relaxing and self-critical.”

The paintings are for sale – except Amy’s Piha favourite – and the goal is 
to one day have the artists earn money from their work, art director Selena 
Peacock said. For now, any money raised goes back into programme costs 
such as rent and materials.

* The group have an art sale coming up on 12 August at the Milford Centre, 
where Art+Soul will be selling paintings, soaps and cards.

Support your paper  
for the price of  
a cup of coffee.

Go to  
devonportflagstaff.co.nz 

and click on  
‘Become a supporter’  
at the top of the page.

Piha in paint... Amy McCollum with her 
favourite artwork

Funded by the Parliamentary Service. Authorised by Simon 
Watts MP, Parliament Buildings, Wgtn.

With Simon Watts MP for North Shore and guest Hon Scott  
Simpson MP, Spokesperson for Workplace Relations
 
Monday 16 August, 7.30am - 9am
Netball North Harbour, 44 Northcote Rd

Fair Pay Agreements Roadshow

northshore@parliament.govt.nz

Morning tea provided
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rymanhealthcare.co.nz

Thursday 19 August 
Starting with a presentation at 2pm VILLAGE 

SHOWCASE

Call Mark on 445 0909 for more information

WILLIAM SANDERS VILLAGE
7 Ngataringa Road, Devonport 

27
17

At Ryman we’ve been creating vibrant 
retirement communities for over 35 years, 
where everyone becomes part of the  
Ryman family.

We invite you along to our Village Showcase  
so you can see for yourself the vibrant 
community and lifestyle a Ryman village  
has to offer.

Join us for a presentation at 2pm to learn 
more about our resident-friendly terms and 
guarantees, and take a tour of our stunning 
village and show apartments.

The afternoon will be wrapped up with 
refreshments in the village centre. 
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Takapuna in a new light
Thousands of people came out in the dark to see the lights in Takapuna. 

The Winter Lights event (30-31 July) saw installations set up around 
Hurstmere Green, with dancers in neon suits slinking through the crowd. 

Work by light designer Angus Muir, whose pieces included green UV 
spaghetti and alternating coloured bobble poles and triangles, also stood 
out. “UV spaghetti is probably one of our most popular pieces.” Muir 
said there was not a lot going on in light art in Auckland this winter, so 
it was good to be involved in a festival. “Hopefully it can grow in the 
years to come.”

Terence Harpur, chief executive of the Takapuna Beach Business As-
sociation, said the event was hugely successful, but declined to say what 
it cost. “There were thousands of people there from all over Auckland.”

This is the event’s second outing after it was cancelled last year due to 
Covid-19. Harpur said the plan was to definitely run it again. 

FOR CANDIDATES
•  Connect to employers 
•  Search positions vacant 
•  Sign up for our JOBMAIL
•  Apply directly to hiring managers

FOR EMPLOYERS
•  Advertise instantly online 
•  Resumé screening
•  Promoted to FB Jobs, Google 

Jobs and other platforms
•  Includes targeted scout mails  
•  Includes display advertising  

in Devonport Flagstaff and 
/or Rangitoto Observer

•  Background checks also  
available

Live local. Work local.

www.shorejobs.co.nz

Tel: 09 445 0060
sales@shorejobs.co.nz

Hayden McCallum General Manager 
Waitemata Golf Club

Our new Head Chef 
to run our refurbished 
kitchen and F&B menu  
at Waitemata Golf Club 

found out about us  
via the ShoreJobs 
partner network. 

The ShoreJobs service 
was efficient and 

excellent value for the 
service provided.

  NOW

 $125
+GST
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Weekend wonderland... From Vospertron’s 
illuminated robots (above and far left) to 
brightened buildings and spotlit trees on 
Hurstmere Rd, the Winter Lights event was a 
crowd pleaser, including for (below from left) 
Nella Kovachev, 4;  Clara Winstone, 4, with 
Alexia Rosie, 3; and Darius Hunt, nearly 2 

Doctor of Audiology, MNZAS

Your local hearing expert 
is Teresa Burns. She’ll 
listen to your hearing story 
and will see you at your 
appointment - every time.

Call: 09 475 9849
215 Wairau Rd, Glenfield, Auckland
2 Fleet Street, Devonport
www.teresaburnshearing.co.nz

Hear, every time 
North Shore

Hearing and Memory

Did you know hearing is good for your 
brain? Recent studies show people with 
mild hearing loss are twice as likely 
to develop dementia, and people with 
severe hearing loss are five times more 
likely1. If you or someone you love has 
trouble hearing, book in for a hearing 
check. If you have a hearing loss - wear 
hearing aids! If you have hearing aids - 
wear them!

1. Strutt, et al (2019). Hearing Loss & Dementia Incidence in 
Australia Findings from the Sydney Memory and Ageing Study
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Site up for grabs as rub of the green goes against bowlers
Expressions of interest will be sought later 

this year for a new community use of the site 
soon to be vacated by the Takapuna Services 
and Social Bowling Club.

The club’s lease was not renewed by Auck-
land Council due to dwindling membership, 
although the few remaining bowlers were keen 
to stay on. They have been told to vacate the 
site by the end of October.

Council officials told a Devonport-Takapu-
na Local Board workshop last week that the 
availability of the bowling green at 2 Mary 
Poynton Cres  – next to the former RSA, now 
youth hub Shore Junction in Northcote Rd – 
would be advertised in October or November. 
Once the bowlers packed up, prospective new 
users of the site would then be able to inspect 
it.  Recommendations would then come back 
to the board to approve a new leaseholder, 
probably in March 2022.

Member Jan O’Connor asked why the bowl-
ers could not stay on, month by month, until a 
new tenant was chosen. “Why not leave them 
there? About a dozen guys are using it three 
time a week.”  

She pointed to the situation in Devonport, 
where the old bowling club has been left empty 
for several years. Trish Deans said it would be 

good to avoid a gap in tenancy in Takapuna.
The officials said it was tidier legally to 

move on, with notice having already been 
given. They pointed out that the board had 
decided in April to call for expressions of 
interest. (This was a split decision, made on 
the casting vote of the former chair, Aidan 
Bennett. Members O’Connor, Deans and 
current chair Ruth Jackson had called for the 
bowlers to have more time to explore expand-
ing their membership in the club, which was 
formed in 2007.)

The officials indicated discussions on the 
Devonport site’s future were well in train, 
and likely to be reported back to the board 
this month. In recent years, nine bowling clubs 
across the North Shore had closed, they noted.

After closures, improvements made by club 
members were meant to be removed. If they 
were not, they reverted to the council which 
was not ideal, given on some sites this required 
a considerable clean-up. 

Several members wanted to know how this 
left club members who had installed costly 
floodlights, if these had to be removed before 
prospective lessees inspected the site. 

Officials indicated a clause could be added 
to the  expression of interest document, indicat-

ing that floodlights on site might be available 
for sale if the new occupant could agree a deal 
direct with the bowling club.   

The site contains a small building used as 
a clubroom, but this lacks toilet or kitchen 
facilities. 

Adding these, if wanted, would be at the 
cost of  the new occupant, the officials said, 
with a suggestion made that a shared facilities 
arrangement might be possible with neigh-
bouring Shore Junction.  

George Wood asked if the land might be 
used for development, with any funds being 
returned locally, but was told it was zoned 
for community use. Any planning changes 
to match the surrounding mixed-use zoning 
should have been contemplated earlier in the 
process, before the expressions of interest 
process was approved, officials said.

Jackson said she wanted the land to re-
main a community asset. She also called for 
expressions of interest to be advertised in the 
Rangitoto Observer and Devonport Flagstaff 
newspapers to deepen the reach with local 
residents. 

Officials had indicated advertising would 
be placed in another publication and on the 
council website.

Stepping out... Children are loving the new playground behind the Sunnynook Community Centre

Queueing up for quality play time
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Live local. Work local. 
ShoreJobs.co.nz

Local jobs  
for people  
living on  
the Shore

09 445 0060
sales@shorejobs.co.nz

NOW

 $125

Registered Early Learning Teacher 
Bayview Early Learning Centre is looking 
for an exceptional Registered Teacher 
to join our small team. We are a non-for-
profit centre with great links to our local 
community (people and place) and a strong 
focus on sustainability. This is a permanent 
full-time role (7.15am – 3.45pm) as part of a 
passionate team.

For more information please contact 
Rachael on 020 4129 7353 or  

email your CV through to  
manager@bayviewcentre.org.nz.

Lexel Systems is looking for two Service 
Desk Analyst in Albany Auckland.  A multiple 
award-winning business, in 2020 alone 
Lexel won Customer Value Award at the 
Reseller News Innovation Awards and was 
highly commended as Microsoft’s Modern 
Workplace & Security Partner of the Year. 
As a result of business growth, we currently 
have two vacancies for Service Desk 
Analysts/Senior Service Desk Analysts. 
Working within the wider team, you will 
provide support to Lexel’s clients across a 
huge variety of platforms and applications.
To be considered, you will have commercial 
experience in a service desk or user support 
role within an enterprise environment, 
skilled in supporting users across a range 
of technologies. Any previous experience 

within an IT service provider would be 
advantageous.
Technical Skills
•  Outstanding communication skills, 

self-motivation and a customer centric 
approach

•  ITIL understanding / Foundation 
certification

•  Sound analytical and problem solving 
abilities and good attention to detail

•  Technical proficiency in Microsoft 
desktop and applications support; with 
a working knowledge of Active Directory 
and Windows; and a basic knowledge of 
networking, server and/or Citrix

•  Flexibility and a willingness to work on 
shifts

Service Desk Analyst 

What’s in it for you?
Lexel pays competitive salaries and offers the opportunity to join a fast growing, innovative 
and dynamic organisation where you will be actively encouraged to develop your career 
as an industry professional. Be part of our brand new Service Desk Showcase, learn 
multiple tools and technologies. We offer, onsite parking, very real career development 
opportunities.

Apply via www.shorejobs.co.nz

Receptionist
Our Ear Health Devonport clinic requires an 
experienced receptionist/administrator.   
This role is a full-time permanent position 
— 8.30am to 5.00pm Monday to Friday. 
No weekend or shift work.
Requirements:
•  2-3 years reception/administrative 

experience preferably in a medical field.
•  A strong customer service ethic and 
impeccable communication skills

•  Well presented and reliable with a bright 
and positive attitude

•  The ability to work under pressure
•  Excellent typing and computer skills and 

familiar with Microsoft Windows 
•  Motivated with a can-do attitude
•  The ability to work as part of a team
We can offer you a competitive hourly rate 
and a great working environment for the 
candidate meeting the requirements.

Please email your CV and one page 
cover letter to: robyn@earhealth.co.nz 

Applications close  
Monday 16 th August 2021

New Zealand
OPERATED

OWNED &

Practice Nurse
We are looking for an experienced practice 
nurse or nurse practitioner to work alongside 
one full-time and one part-time doctor. The 
practice is supported by a friendly caring team 
who are committed to delivering the highest 
quality care for our patients with a passion for 
improving the health of our community.
There is no after hour or weekend work.  
We are offering excellent remuneration and a 
supportive team environment.

The preferred candidate will have: 
•  Current immunisation certificate
•  Cervical smear taker desirable
•  Ability to work independently and in a team
•  General practice experience
•  Excellent communication skills
•  Ideally able to start August

You must have a current APC and eligibility 
to work in NZ.

Please send CV to manager@dfmdoctors.co.nz for more info ph Monique 027 419 3052
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We guarantee 
our Workmanship

Backed by over 35 years’ experience 
of quality preparation and painting

ph ross kingdom 
021 723 413

registered 
professional painters Phone COLIN on 480 5864

RECOVER YOUR
LOUNGE SUITE

Call us for a free quotation and put the life
back into that favourite chair or lounge suite

AWARD FURNITURE

North Shore based renovations, 
new builds, design & project  

management since 1985.

Trustworthy licensed builders specialising  
in residential alterations/extensions, 

kitchens, bathrooms, tiling, re-cladding.

Contact Alex Carey on  
0274 660 666, or visit our website 

www.efd.kiwi

RENE GARDENING

SMALL & MEDIUM TREES
HEDGES & SHRUBS
PRUNING – TRIMMING
GARDEN TIDY UPS 
& MAINTENANCE

We look after your  
garden with care  
and passion. 

facebook.com/ReneGardening

         @renegardening

info@renegardening.co.nz
Rene: 021 134 5604

CLASSIFIEDS

WANTED
Cars Wanted. Cars Vans 4x4s Utes Trucks 
24/7 Cash paid 0800 203 060.

Tony Gasperini
Qualified Local Arborist

Tree & Tall Hedge Specialist

027 770-0099
Devonport, Auckland
tony.gasperini@gmail.com

CARS 
WANTED

• Cars • Vans
• 4x4s • Utes  • Trucks 

24/7

0800 203 060

CASH PAID

LOOKING FOR A 
LOCAL ELECTRICIAN 

YOU CAN TRUST?

We specialise in residential 
service and maintenance

CALL US NOW

029 128 7494
lewis@lakeroadelectrical.co.nz

www.lakeroadelectrical.co.nz

BOOKKEEPING 
SERVICES

Xero, MYOB, GST, Payroll

www.ljbass.co.nz
info@ljbass.co.nz

027 331 3164

FENCE
BROTHERS

www.fencebros.co.nz

• FENCES
• PERGOLAS
•  DECKS

•  RETAINING 
WALLS

•  PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

CONTACT US 
FOR A FREE QUOTE

0800 336 232

Issue 1 – 15 March 2019DELIVERED FORTNIGHTLY AN INDEPENDENT VOICE

Trades & Services

Support your 
paper for the  
price of a cup  
of coffee.

Go to devonportflagstaff.co.nz and click on  
‘Become a supporter’ at the top of the page.

WANT TO ADVERTISE?

Rangitoto Observer Classified Advertising.  
It really works. To make a booking please email  
us at sales@devonportflagstaff.co.nz
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Rainbow seats pass with flying colours
Seating outside the Milford Shopping 

Centre mall main entrance has been bright-
ened up after being vandalised.

The tables and chairs in the Village Square 
have been painted in bright colours by the 
Milford Rotary Club.

Rotary will next repair cobblestones 
beside the tables left damaged by a truck. 

The service organisation is also set to get 
an electric cart to transport a water tank, 
to make tending the plants beautifying the 
central streets easier. 

President Alison Waugh said: “We like our 
village looking good... and the satisfaction 
of the response that we get from the people 
when we’re working.”

Rotary paid for the paint, using some of its 
budget left over from the last financial year. 

After getting a deal at Resene, this cost 
just over $400, Waugh said.

“It’s taken us a while because of the 
weather. It would’ve taken two sessions of 
three hours with four of us.”

They had had a “brilliant” response to 
the new rainbow coloured seating, she said.

Brushing up... Milford Rotary’s 
Raewyn Jesson at work on a table 
outside the mall

The Devonport-Takapuna Local Board 
has been urged to continue its commitment 
to improving bike links, especially over the 
Auckland Harbour Bridge. 

Speaking on behalf of Bike Auckland, 
Mary-Margaret Slack, a former Takapuna 
Grammar head girl, said: “Right now, your 
constituents are the people who are missing 
out most of all because of a crucial missing 
link in a cycle network of Auckland.”

From her time at TGS, which she left in 
2016, Slack said she knew climate change 
was the issue worrying young people the 
most. “Reallocation of road space is one 
of our most crucial tasks during a climate 
emergency.”  

She spoke at the board’s July meeting 
in support of a notice of motion, put up 
by member Toni van Tonder, backing in 
principle one or more events to open up the 
Auckland Harbour Bridge for pedestrians 
and cyclists as a trial or demonstration. 

Slack told the board that although the 
government had announced a second bridge 
across the harbour would be built for bikes 
and pedestrians, the project had no practical 
timeline. Bike Auckland had campaigned 
for a trial in summer, devoting one lane 
of the bridge to cyclists, due to booming 
demand, she said. By being open to a trial, 
the board was taking a “step in the right 
direction”, she said.

“The existing bridge is a joy to ride, as 
thousands of people discovered back in 
2009, and rediscovered on May 30.”  

Van Tonder said a trial was a way to 
prepare for a shared path, and could help 
in its design. Chair Ruth Jackson said the 
board would continue to plug its own idea 
of clearing space on buses or designating 
some to carry bikes across the bridge.

George Wood said he had real concerns 
about a trial, given the bridge was an eco-
nomic lifeline for the North Shore. “The 
primary reason of the bridge is to get traffic 
across the harbour – it’s State Highway 1.”

The board backed the trial idea, 5-1, but 
asked for more detail from Waka Kotahi.

Cyclists commend board backing for bridge-use trial
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Briefs
Safety issues probed 

Young democracy advocates want 
feedback on safety.  YouNite, an expansion 
of the Devonport-Takapuna youth board,  
is asking local young people to identify 
areas where they feel unsafe, and make 
suggestions for improvements. “It’s  
things like lighting around public-transport 
waiting areas,” chair Amy Usherwood 
said. The group might set up a stall at the 
Takapuna market, and has a feedback 
form online. Findings will be presented to 
the Local Board this year. 

Cheers to that
Fantail and Turtle is a finalist in the 
Hospitality Awards for Excellence. The 
Smales Farm venue is up against four 
others from around the country to be 
named best bar next month. 

Close loss in rugby
Takapuna Rugby Club’s under-21 side 
was beaten by East Coast Bays, 12-8, in  
the North Harbour Championship final. 
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Classic still relevant in age of         online abuse and cancel culture

Sunday 15 August at 2.30pm

RISING STARS
PROGRAMME

Utterly Mozart  - absolute magic

ST MATTHEW-IN-THE-CITY
Cnr of Wellesley & Hobson Streets, Auckland City

SOLOISTS 
Classical Voice Students 

from the University of Auckland

CONDUCTOR 
Andrew Crooks

Just a ferry trip to the centre of Auckland

Support your paper  
for the price of  
a cup of coffee.

Go to  
devonportflagstaff.co.nz 

and click on  
‘Become a supporter’  
at the top of the page.

A Takapuna-based theatre group that likes to 
tackle challenging plays is soon to stage a 1953 
classic with contemporary relevance.

The Crucible by Arthur Miller dramatises 
the hysteria surrounding the Salem witch trials 
of the late 1600s, in an allegory for McCarthy-
ism’s persecution of suspected communists in 
the United States mid-20th century.

The witch-hunt messaging translates to to-
day, says director James Bell, of the Foolish Wit 
theatre company. “It could be happening now, it 
wouldn’t take that much,” he says, pointing to 
the likes of social media backlashes and cancel 
culture, and to stories such as The Handmaid’s 
Tale, in which particular groups are vilified.

Bell, who co-founded Foolish Wit several 
years ago, says he learned on overseas travels 
how witch-hunts were common among many 
different cultures. He was told of women in 
Sweden being labelled as witches, and of witch 
trials in the UK. On a visit to the United States, 
he found himself being taken to dinner in Salem 
itself. “I realised how universal it is.”

In preparing for The Crucible, he learned that 
one family was behind a lot of the accusations in 
Salem and they stood to benefit, because some 
of the women accused of being witches for-
feited their land. The way a small vocal group 
could skew events was still relevant, he said. 

The play – which has a big ensemble cast of 
19, ranging from teenagers to an octogenarian 
– is suitable for actors of varied experiences. 

This, says Bells, fits in with company’s original 
aims of providing opportunities “to do theatre 
that other people weren’t doing”.  Last year, 
the group staged The Vagina Monologues, a 
play other more commercially focused groups 
tended to shy away from.

“We started Foolish Wit because there were 
younger actors in the community who wanted 
to tackle more contemporary works and classics 
like The Crucible, as distinct from Roger Hall, 
etc, for older people.”

Bell, who lives in Forrest Hill, discovered 
his love of drama helping backstage when 
at Wairau Intermediate. He went on to join 
 Shoreside Theatre in the early 1990s, and has 
been directing since 2007. He now produces 
shows as well. Bell’s day job is business man-
ager at the PumpHouse Theatre, where The 
Crucible will be performed. He works with 
Foolish Wit co-founder Mags Delaney, who 
is the PumpHouse community engagement 
co-ordinator. His flatmate, Aria Harrison-
Sparke, is the third co-founder; they met doing 
Shakespeare in the Park, on which she was a 
costume designer.

The trio aim to do two productions a year as 
a way of giving more people the chance to give 
theatre a go. “We’re trying develop an audience 
for good-quality performance that people down 
the road can go and enjoy.”

• The Crucible, at the PumpHouse, 11-15 
August. Tickets from $25 at pumphouse.co.nz

Theatre comeback... Marie Mills 
returns to acting after 52 years

Back on the boards
Marie Mills, who began acting as a child 

in Melbourne, has taken it up again as an 
80-year-old. 

Mills has a long history with The Crucible. 
In 1960 she won a drama award playing the 
key role of Abigail. This time around she 
plays the elderly Rebecca Nurse.

After appearing in a number of repertory 
roles on the Melbourne stage, Mills gave 
up acting in 1969 to take care of her young 
family. Seven years later they moved to New 
Zealand, in time settling in Devonport where 
she is still active in the community, teaching 
tai chi and being involved in the Devonport 
Senior Forum. 
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Accusers... 
The Crucible cast 
members (above, 
from left) Sadie 
Yetton, Sarah 
Robinson, Aria 
Harrison-Sparke, 
Mary Warren 
and Gabrielle 
Dally play key 
characters who  
prompt the 
witch-hunt at  
the centre of  
the play

PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY

Kathryn 
Robertson
Residential Sales

021 490 480

E: Kathryn.robertson@bayleys.co.nz
W: kathrynrobertson.bayleys.co.nz

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

WHAT’S ON @
Takapuna Library

HEART DISEASE AND HEART 
HEALTH MANAGEMENT

Tuesday, 10th August 2021,  
11.00 am to 12.00 pm

Heartbeats is a community-based, cardiac 
support group sharing heart disease infor-
mation and encouraging improved cardiac 
healthcare in the community. Join us for a 
special health presentation on recognising 
heart attack symptoms, learn what support 
is on offer for you and your whanau and 
gain a better understanding of what heart 
disease is and how it can be managed. 

TAI CHI DEMONSTRATION
Sunday, 22nd August  
10:30am to 11:30 am

The New Zealand Tai Chi and Martial Arts 
Society will be holding a demonstration 
in the library to promote the healthy ben-
efits of Tai Chi in the local community. 
Come along and see how Tai Chi is per-
formed and learn how it may benefit your 
wellbeing.

STEPHEN HOADLEY 
ON GLOBAL POLITICS

Wednesday, 18th August, 6pm to 7.30pm
The rise of China seems inexorable, so will 
Western interests in East Asia be displaced 
soon? Stephen Hoadley, Auckland Univer-
sity Associate Professor of politics and in-
ternational relations, will be discussing how 
the US and other Western powers have re-
sponded to the challenges of China. He will 
investigate why China’s domination of Asia 
is possible but not inevitable.

48 Victoria Road | (09) 446 0100 | www.thevic.co.nz

NOW SHOWING 
The Suicide Squad (R16) 132min  NEW
The Mole Agent (El Agente Topo) (E) 90min  NEW
Jungle Cruise (M) 127min  NEW
The Justice of Bunny King (M) 101min  NEW
Antoinette in the Cevennes (M) 96min  NEW
Old (M) 109min  NEW
Spirited Away (PG) 125min  20th Anniversary
Willy Wonka & The Chocolate Factory  
(1971) (G) 96min  50th Anniversary 
COMING SOON 
Free Guy (M) 115min  12 AUG
Stillwater (M) 139min  12 AUG
The Man in the Hat (PG) 96min  19 AUG
Pig (M) 91min  19 AUG
Respect (TBA)  19 AUG
Juniper (M) 95min  Previews 20-22AUG
AceTones & Friends (Live Show)  20 AUG  

events@thevic.co.nz

SPECIALS
CHEAP TUESDAY 
$10 Adult / $8 Child
*EXCEPT PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

THE VIC LIVE
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premium.co.nz |  F ine Homes |  F ine Apartments |  F ine Li festyles
PREMIUM REAL ESTATE LTD LICENSED REA 2008 | 916 6000

PREMIUM EXECUTIVE RENTALS & PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

Anna Griffin 021 664 760 | DDI 916 4212  
ExecutiveRentals@premium.co.nz

Executive and Corporate Properties | Family Homes | Apartments | Townhouses 
From Devonport to Matakana

WE HAVE CLIENTS LOOKING FOR RENTAL PROPERTIES NOW!

PREMIUM.CO.NZ/80027

2 ONLY APARTMENTS REMAINING PRE 
CONSTRUCTION PRICES
2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 64.9sqm plus loggia, north 
and north western aspect.
$949,000 plus carpark.
An unequalled opportunity to purchase new in 
Takapuna off plans only a few minutes stroll to beach 
and 6 minutes level walk to shops/cafes. 

TAKAPUNA | BLUE SKY THINKING AT SKY RIDGE

GERRY PETRIE 021 923 352 | 916 6000 
ALISON PARKER 021 983 533 | 916 4381

VIEW | PLEASE CALL FOR AN APPT
PRICE | BY NEGOTIATION
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/80147

Admired as one of the North Shores most beautiful 
character homes and set in one of the North Shores 
most desirable streets, this is the perfect home set in 
the perfect location. The outstanding accommodation 
throughout the home includes formal and informal 
living, office, 4 bedrooms with 2 enjoying panoramic 
views, 2 ensuite bathrooms plus a 2 full bathrooms in 
the home. Your forever home awaits!

TAKAPUNA | 1/10 BEACHOLM ROAD | FOREVER HOME

LEWIS GUY 021 867 355 | 916 6000

VIEW | SAT/SUN 12 - 12.45 PM OR BY APPT
AUCTION | 15 AUG 2021 AT 2 PM UNLESS SOLD PRIOR

PREMIUM.CO.NZ/80157

A gorgeous beach just footsteps from your door, 
perfect for swimming, boating and fishing. Next to a 
reserve with direct beach access and a boat ramp. An 
elevated 809 sqm with plenty of room for your boat and 
campervan and for outdoor games with the family. Built 
in 2012, there are 2 living rooms, 5 bedrooms, an office 
(or 6th bedroom), 3 bathrooms and double garage.  
Plus stunning sea views from all levels.

STANMORE BAY | 31 SWANN BEACH ROAD | LAID BACK LUXURY AT THE BEACH

CAROLE THOMAS 021 539 553 | 916 6000


