
Issue 1 – 15 March 2019DELIVERED FORTNIGHTLY AN INDEPENDENT VOICEIssue 1 – 15 March 2019DELIVERED FORTNIGHTLY AN INDEPENDENT VOICEIssue 1 – 15 March 2019DELIVERED FORTNIGHTLY AN INDEPENDENT VOICE

Author back in the swim as lockdown mood lifts

Lakeside village construction starts in 2022

Back at the beach... Takapuna thriller writer Rose Carlyle relishes taking regular bracing dips. She 
shares her love of ocean swimming – allowed again under Alert Level 3 – and of writing. Story, page 6.

A five-storey retirement village will begin 
rising on the slopes above Lake Pupuke 
next year.

The country’s largest retirement village 
operator, Ryman Healthcare, is behind the 
project on the site of the former Takapuna Fire 
Station. Before lockdown, work had already 

begun on removing asbestos from the derelict 
building. 

Project manager Will Drennan said it was 
expected construction would run into early 
2024. The village will have 89 apartments – 
59 independent-living and 30 assisted-living 
suites. 

The almost 7000sqm block of land, in-
cluding two properties adjoining the former 
fire station land, fronts onto Killarney St and 
looks back across Killarney Park to the lake, 
with a side entrance from Antis Pl.

Neighbours were told in July that asbestos 
To page 2
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removal was expected to take about four 
months, with demolition and excavation for 
basement-level construction to follow until 
around March next year. A tower crane would 
be put in place for the building which would 
start after the heavy earthworks.

By Ryman standards and compared with 
the scale of its William Sanders Retirement 
Village in Devonport, the Takapuna village is 
boutique in scale. “It is our custom to name 
all of our villages after outstanding New 
Zealanders and we hope you will share some 
suggestions,” Drennan wrote to neighbours.

The site has a vexed history and devel-
opment of it has concerned some Takapuna 
residents. Originally it was sold by the Fire 
Service to another developer, McConnell 
Clearmont Ltd, for a reported $14.3 million 
in 2015. The following year a Unitary Plan 
change allowed for greater intensification 
on the site.

After two applications, McConnell Clear-
mont won resource consent approval to build 
to five storeys. The first application, seeking 
permission to build a seven-level retirement 
facility, was publicly notified attracting 25 
submissions, but it was put on hold before 
hearings. The second application was not 
notified.

Residents feared the development’s scale 
would increase traffic in residential streets and 
impair views. However, by 2019, no work 
had commenced.

A Takapuna man, Franco Belgiorno-Nettis, 

battled Auckland Council for several years 
for details of the timeline of the plan change, 
alleging this was predetermined and may have 
been leaked to McConnell Clearmont, which 
paid what was then six times the land’s valua-
tion. He took his concerns to the Ombudsman.

When Ryman first announced its plans for 
a $120 million village in mid-2020, it said the 
site it had bought came with consent in place 
for a five-storey facility. This would include 
rest-home, hospital and dementia-level care 
and “provide sustainable long-term jobs for a 
team of healthcare workers”, it said.

The project’s construction management 
plan is going through council sign-off. After 
acquiring the fire station site, Ryman bought 
the two neighbouring properties.

Brennan said a resource consent set hours 
of work on the site from 7am to 6pm, six days 
a week. Efforts would be made to minimise 
noise and dust, he said. The site was under 
security monitoring.

“Ryman understands that parking for con-
tractors is often of concern for neighbours 
and we are in the process of negotiating some 
designated parking areas away from the site 
wth a  ‘park and ride’ system.”

The company’s chief development of-
ficer, Jeremy Moore, has described the site 
as one of the country’s premium locations. 
“Our residents are in for a treat. There are 
stunning views in all directions and it’s close 
to  everything you could need in Takapuna.”

Amenties will include a movie theatre, 
hair and beauty salons, a bar and a cafe. The  
basement will have 76 car parking spaces.

Retirement village to rise by the lake

Briefs

Five-storeys, 89 apartments... an image of Ryman village to be built 
overlooking Lake Pupuke

Dotty street changes
Five parks are to be restored on Huron 
St, Takapuna, and some paintworks 
removed from there and Northcroft St. 
This follows feedback to an ongoing 
trail by Panuku to slow the streets and 
make them appeal more to pedestrians. 
Businesses have objected and some 
people have said the look is “clown like.”  

Eagle in action
Police were out in force in Takapuna last 
week looking for a person connected 
to a family-harm matter. Residents 
reported multiple police cars and 
the police Eagle helicopter hovering 
around Dominion St, near KFC, on 20 
September. A police spokesperson 
said enquiries were being made for a 
person of interest who was not found 
that evening. “Subsequent enquiries the 
next day resulted in this person being 
located and arrested in Point England.”

Bridge back down
The pedestrian bridge (above) across 
the Wairau Estuary at Milford Marina 
has reopened, The drawbridge, which 
connects Beach Rd with Milford Reserve, 
remained up for five weeks in Covid-19 
Alert Level 4 to allow boats to pass.

Fallen tree blocks road
A Forrest Hill street was blocked for 
about 18 hours last week after a tree 
fell across Havelock Ave on Friday night, 
24 September. The road was closed at 
the intersection of Becroft Dr, Multiple 
nearby residents reported losing power. 
On Saturday, a crew sliced the trunk 
into logs and cleared it, wtih the road 
reopening by lunchtime.

17 Fraser Avenue, Northcote
Ph: 09 418 3118 | Manager: Siloata Tuato

amc.manager@annemaree.co.nz
www.annemareeresthome.co.nz

Become part of the Anne Maree Court
family – with rooms now available

COVID SAFE CARE

Anne Maree Court
Rest Home & Hospital
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Blooming lovely to see local stores back in business  

Covid in the Community

Specialty stores are back adding vibrancy to 
shopping centres, following the easing of Lev-
el 4 lockdown restrictions. From day one of 
Alert Level 3 last week, shoppers were quick 
to support local businesses – and retailers were 
relieved to reconnect with customers.

Many people relished the chance to pick up a 
coffee and cake and enjoy an over-the-counter 
hello. From being able to order takeaways again, 
to buying a bunch of flowers or a book through 
contactless pick-up, the partial reopening was 
well received in Takapuna and Milford.

“We had people waiting outside from 7am,” 
said Shannon Rogers, co-owner of Holy Shot 
coffee shop on Hurstmere Rd. 

Even the return of machinery and orange 
cones was a welcome signal work was getting 
under way again, on construction sites and to 
the protracted upgrade of Takapuna’s main 
shopping strip. An upside of the Hurstmere 
Rd shopping strip upgrade is it is getting wider 
pavements, well suited for the new world of 

socially distanced dining.
But these are just small steps on the tough 

road to retail recovery, with patience over 
lockdowns wearing thin in the business sector. 
Milford cafe owner Shirley Stapleton said it had 
been a “catastrophic” time for small business. “I 
can’t describe it any other way.”  Support from 
locals for her Crop café was gratiftying. “It’s a 
relief to open but we’ll just have to see how it 
transpires.”  Down the road, Sam Richardson 
from Supernova café was hoping initial trading 
would hold up in the weeks ahead. Fixed costs 
were the challenge in what was a “super tough” 
time. “They just don’t stop – bins, and Eftpos 
and till systems.”

For Vagabond gaming and collectible store in 
Takapuna, another challenge is getting supplies 
from overseas in time for Christmas. Manager 
Amal Singh said board games and model toys 
had been big sellers in the first lockdown last 
year and people were now converts. “A lot of 
people didn’t have hobbies last time.”   

Fran Stafford, of Wild and Woolly store in 
Milford, said orders from knitters were strong 
and it was “glorious” to be back. “Not just for the 
finance bit, but for the mental side of it.” Street 
Organics café in Takapuna echoed this, saying 
staff were happy to be out of their homes and 
to see customers again. 

At Florienne, florist Franca Logan was 
particularly pleased for growers whose spring 
blooms had been going to waste. Veteran shoe-
maker Madhu Keshav was looking to clear a 
backlog of work and hoping customers of his 
Takapuna Shoe Repairs might have had a sort- 
out under lockdown and have items to drop off. 
“I’ve had enough time at home already.”

Takapuna Beach Business Association chief 
executive Terence Harpur said based on previ-
ous lockdowns, turnover across the town centre 
would be 85 per cent down on normal trading. 
To help combat this, extra effort would be put 
into supporting businesses, with a promotion 
with prizes planned to begin this month.

Niche needs... Expert shoemaker Madhu Keshav (above left) of Takapuna Shoe Repairs and craft queen 
Fran Stafford (above right) of Wild and Woolly in Milford 

Happy place... Florist Franca Logan was thrilled – and relieved – to be back inside her Takapuna store, 
Florienne, knowing regulars were keen to resume receiving their bunches of colourful good cheer 
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Visit www.ilovetakapuna.co.nz to vote now

BUFALINA – DANTE’S
You’d struggle to find a Kiwi pizza that’s more authentic 

than this certified Napoletana-style pizza at Dante’s.

CRISPY FU – TUCKS AND BAO 
This crunchy and juicy plant-based delight comes  
in Tucks and Bao’s signature soft and tasty bao.

COFFEE AND A CAKE – ZOMER CAFÉ
Real, quality barista coffee and a  

really yummy treat to take with you.

FAMILY FEED – BIRD ON A WIRE
An epic feast that can’t be missed.

INSALATA CAPRESE – BOTICELLI 
RESTAURANT AND WINE BAR

Insalata Caprese is a classic triumvirate of fresh  
Italian flavours: mozzarella, tomato and basil.

CRISPY PORK HOCK “PATA” – NANAM 
Pata is a popular Filipino pork dish 
 that’s crispy, crunchy goodness.

DOLMA – SAM’S MEDITERRANEAN 
EATERY & FOOD STORE 

These colourful baked parcels are a bit of an art form, 
stuffed with rice, pine nuts, currants and aromatic herbs.

DIM SUM – FLYING HORSE TAKAPUNA 
All kinds of dumplings, BBQ Pork Buns, and Custard Buns 

or Crispy Milk Buns with Condensed Milk to finish off.

What’s for dinner tonight??
Here is a selection of some of our favourite takeaways. Let’s get out and support our local!

Visit www.ilovetakapuna.co.nz for more ideas

THE BACH DADDY – THE BURGER BACH 
Their signature speciality of pure  

untamed greatness packed in a bun.

Covid in the Community
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Coffee culture runs deep as lockdown eases

Barista magic... Ark coffee worker Runa Kobayashi, Holy Shot co-owner Shannon Rogers and Leaf and 
Loaf co-owner Stuart Wright were happy to see locals back at their Takapuna cafes

Covid in the Community

Caffiends... Donna and David LeCheminant (above) headed to Milford 
to toast a brighter morning, while Vinal Nand (right, with dog Blade) 
told staff at his local cafe, Takapuna’s Street Organics,  
that “I couldn’t wait to see you guys.” Hurstmere Rd drew  
(below, from left) Castor Bay man Rob Tunnicliffe and Takapuna 
locals Judy Salthouse and Kath C. 
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Local author mixes thrills and chills   From page 1

Cold water just brrr-illiant for mental health, expert reassures

Hear well, 
Stay well, 
North Shore
Your hearing is important. Phone consultations 
& remote adjustments, non contact options for 
urgent repairs and essential hearing aid supplies 
are available. Contact us for more information.

love your hearing

Proudly 100% Kiwi owned and operated

Call 09 475 9849
teresa@teresaburnshearing.co.nz

100%
Local
Proudly part 
of your local

 bubble

Covid in the Community

It’s still a little cold for most of us to con-
sider a swim at the beach – but one expert 
recommends a cold-water dip.

Under Level 3, swimming, day tramping, 
horse riding and golf are allowed, with 
social distancing. The person also needs to 
be competent in the discipline, so as not to 
need rescuing, and to do it close to home. 

Kayaking, canoeing, rowing, surfing, 
wind surfing or paddle boarding can also be 

done now – but only within 200m of shore.
Taking a cold dip does actually have 

health benefits, Auckland University of 
Technology professor of public health Grant 
Schofield told RNZ recently. Immersion 
helps remove and regulate a neurotrans-
mitter that is implicated in depression and 
anxiety, in particular, he said. 

Cold-water swimming brought people 
immediately into the present. “It actually 

hurts a little bit, but noticing that without 
it consuming you... it’s a nice effect of 
drawing you into the now and noticing 
your [negative] thoughts rather than being 
consumed by your thoughts.

A person should always get their doctor’s 
advice, Schofield said. Slowly building 
tolerance of 10 minutes in the water was 
advised. This could start with switching the 
shower at home to cold for a short burst.

Dips in the ocean are a welcome return to 
invigorating routine for Takapuna author 
Rose Carlyle. She was quick to get back into 
the water as soon as regulations allowed last 
week (pictured at left).

“It’s not like it’s been the hardest thing in 
lockdown, but it’s a little solace to me to go 
swimming,” she says. 

“When it’s cold it’s almost like I’m pre-
tending it’s summer. I don’t stay in until I 
get hypothermia, but I do like that bracing 
feeling.”

Were it not for the pandemic, the law-
yer-turned-writer, whose debut novel The 
Girl in the Mirror was an instant success on 
launch last year, would have been overseas 
promoting the book. 

Hollywood movie rights for it have been 
sold and paperback editions have recently 
come out in the United Kingdom and the 
United States. There’s even a translation 
in Russian.

“It’s been such a strange year for me 
because the book has succeeded beyond my 
wildest dreams, but I can’t go anywhere to 
support it,” says Carlyle.

A second edition print run, awaiting dis-
tribution in New Zealand, features a moody 
new cover showing a woman emerging into 
sunlight from inky waters. It’s appropriate 
for the story – set on a yacht, about identical 
twins with contrasting lives and a tempting 
inheritance – and for Carlyle herself. 

She grew up holidaying at Sunset Beach 
at Port Waikato and sailed the Indian Ocean 
with her three children and now former 
husband. She’s swum in the Arctic and 
New Zealand’s southern lakes – and faces 
the chill factor and life’s challenges with 
mid-life equanimity.   

While not being able to travel to New 
York and having to make do with seeing 
Instagram picture of her book in American 
stores is tough, she says the pandemic puts 
everything in perspective.  

“I feel like I’m pretty lucky.” 
At home, near the beach, she lives with 

two of three children; a daughter in her last 
year at Takapuna Grammar School and one 
of her older sons who is grappling with 
finishing film school. There’s even been a 
stint in self-isolation for the family after the 
children had close Covid contacts.

“It’s much harder to write because nor-
mally I write when the house is empty,” she 
says.  But she is boxing on with her second 
thriller. Her writing tip is that novels will 
be unlikely to have the pandemic as a major 
theme for awhile because most readers will 
be more intent on escapism.

Carlyle is mindful that many people are 
having a far tougher time from Covid-19 
than she is. “It’s hard to take my mind off 
lockdown, but when I do in writing or read-
ing, it’s wonderful.” Being back “refreshed” 
at the beach is another boon.
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Call Mark for more details. 

WILLIAM SANDERS VILLAGE 
7 Ngataringa Road, Devonport  
445 0909

Enjoy the spectacular views across the water 
to the Sky Tower, Harbour Bridge and city 
skyline, from this modern new apartment.

Enjoy luxurious living in your stylish home 
featuring the latest in modern kitchen and 
bathroom design. Double glazing will make 
this apartment warm and quiet, keeping you 
cosy all year round.

Living in a Ryman retirement village means all 
your maintenance worries are taken care of 
by us, giving you more time for the activities 
you enjoy. With a range of fantastic new 
village amenities, the choice is yours!

Coastal luxury

Two-bedroom apartment 
available now

Priced at $1,800,000

rymanhealthcare.co.nz
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Online circus lessons have provided some 
welcome joy to families of children with 
disabilities during lockdown.

Circability, which in normal times runs 
42 classes a week across Auckland and 
Northland, has created a ‘Joy Market’ for 
lockdown circus lessons, general manager 
Mel Powell said. 

The Wilson Home, Albany Junior High 
School and Wairau Valley Special School 
are all part of the programme. 

“Seventy-five per cent of our work is with 
the disability sector,” Powell said. “The cir-
cus tutors are amazing how they incorporate 
oxygen tanks and wheelchairs and breathing 
apparatus into the circus class.

“We were pretty motivated that we had to 

bring joy and happiness into people’s lives 
during this time. And Joy Market – it’s been 
really successful for the students.

“It’s a half-hour of fun and joy, and the 
kids know the tutors so that’s really lovely. 
Even if their disability is quite significant 
they can still do something.”

The circus lessons help with fine motor 
skills and spatial awareness, as well as 
providing a bright spot in the participants’ 
days. They also help those on the autism 
spectrum. 

The classes are normally held during 
school time, so the online version has pro-
vided the chance to connect with students’ 
families. “They just say that it’s the best 
thing that happened in the day.”

Circus lessons bring some lockdown 
fun for children with disabilities

Covid in the Community

Juggling technology... Circus tutors have gone online during lock- 
down with their lessons for children with disabilities

WE ARE
HIRING!Hell Pizza 

TAKAPUNA

PH 09 445 6660 – Eat in. Takeaway. Delivery.
447A Lake Road, Takapuna, Auckland 0622

Drivers, Kitchen staff,  
Front counter, Duty manager
Call Chaman 021-495-363 

for more information.

OPEN FOR 
CONTACTLESS DELIVERY 
WHEN AT ALERT LEVEL 3.

Police are urging people not to use the arrival 
of daylight saving as a reason to burst their 
bubbles. 

North Shore beaches have been busy, but 
police say they are satisified with compliance 
levels under the first weekend of Alert Level 
3. They want to see this continue as evenings 
brighten.  

Meanwhile, 10 North Shore police staff 
were forced into isolation last week after being 
involved in the arrest of a woman who later 
tested positive for Covid-19. 

The incident, involving a woman brought 
to the North Shore Policing Station on Con-
stellation Dr and then transferred to cells at 
Henderson, led to other arrested people being 
diverted to Auckland City for processing. 

Waitematā District Operations Manager 
Inspector Jason Edwards told the New Zealand 
Herald the woman was health screened and was 
asymptomatic at the time. 

“We are now working closely with the Min-
istry of Health,” he said. CCTV footage led to 
the 10 officers having to self-isolate for 14 days. 
Three further officers involved with the initial 
arrest had also been stood down. Tests to date 
had proved negative. 

No Covid locations of interest were listed 
on the North Shore early this week. But there 
are two patients with the virus in North Shore 
Hospital. The Waitemata District Health Board 
said 17 of the hospital’s staff members who last 
month came into contact with an unauthorised 
visitor with Covid-19 had so far tested negative. 

The man bypassed screening processes while 
staff were busy, hiding from security staff be-
fore running into a lift. Police are investigating 
for Health Order breaches.  

Meanwhile, 10,230 eastern North Shore 
residents have been tested for covid-19 in seven 
weeks, the Northern Region Health Coordina-
tion Centre says. 

Police caution 
would-be 

 bubble bursters

Write to the  
Observer  

We welcome letters. Please limit to 300 words on local topics. 
Nom de plumes or submissions without a name will not be printed. 
Email news@rangitoto-observer.co.nz  
or write to Letters, PO Box 32 275, Devonport.
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Schools report few pupils on site for Level 3 classes
Covid in the Community

Family takes break 
from home lessons

Takapuna real estate agent Hussein Cubba 
has had his hands full in lockdown, work-
ing from home and helping entertain son 
Zach, aged 7, and daughter Zara, 3.

“I’m just so over home schooling,” he 
laughed, while he and the children skipped 
class in favour of some al fresco eating on 
Hurstmere Rd. The family live in an apart-
ment nearby.

Being so near the beach has proved another 
happy distraction, says Cubba, who works for 
Harcourts and knows the value of location, 
location, location. “I managed to sell a house 
during lockdown,” he adds.

With the shift to Alert Level 3, Cubba 
has several house viewings in train. Limited 
viewings are now permitted under controlled 
conditions.

Break time... Hussein Cubba, daughter Zara (3) and son Zach (7) 
were among those who appreciated the reopening of cafes

Celebrating 80 years of the RNZN with Colin Wynn  
Painting the Navy

www.navymuseum.co.nzwww.navymuseum.co.nz

Online from 1 OctoberOnline from 1 October
Coming soon in the Museum Coming soon in the Museum 

Level 3 is not that different from total lock-
down for many North Shore school students, 
although a handful have returned to class.

Lockdown is still going well for students 
of Carmel College, principal Christine Allen 
said. “The level of engagement of our students 
is still very high, and with all the student-led 
online activities each morning to keep students 
motivated – such as book club, how to make 
finger puppets, baking lessons – our online 
learning timetable maintains the right balance 
between being online and having breaks in the 
day to do other things than stare at a screen.”

The school had only one, sometimes two, 
students in class under level 3. (Schools are 
required to take students up to Year 10 if their 
parents are essential workers and they cannot 
be schooled from home.) 

Westlake Girls High School principal Jane 
Stanley said there was just one girl in class 
last week. “We are hoping to have bubbles 
of year 12 and year 13 students attend school 

[this week] to work on their Art, Food Tech-
nology, Fabric Technology and Hard Materials 
Technology practical projects.”

Most students were making pleasing 
progress with their online learning, she said.  
Follow-up care processes were in place for 
those who needed extra support.

Allen said there was a focus on senior 
students, especially [NCEA] Level 3 girls, to 
“ensure that they are all well prepared for the 
external exams.”   

The additional Learning Recognition 
Credits being provided to Auckland students 
were helping  reduce the stress of these 
preparations.

Rosmini College said it had seven boys in 
class under Level 3 last week. Headmaster 
Nixon Cooper said lockdown learning was go-
ing as well as could be expected after weeks.

Takapuna Primary School principal Devika 
Tagg said, it was operating with bubbles of no 
more than 10 children at school. 

This was a challenging time for staff, Tagg 
said. Some continued to teach from home 
while others taught at school. “For every 
additional child attending, we organise more 
bubbles and more staff to work on-site.”

Online learning was going smoothly, with 
a focus on making it fun and lifting student 
morale. “Our teachers are very clever at com-
ing up with lots of fun things to do on their 
daily zoom call.  Children get to see each other 
online everyday.

Sunnynook Primary School’s deputy 
principal, Rebeccah Bassett-Smith, said the 
emphasis was on everyone’s wellbeing and 
doing as much learning as each family can 
accommodate. “The effort our tamariki are 
putting into their learning is to be commended. 
They are emailing teachers asking for support 
and ways to improve the quality of work.”

“We have even had a New Entrant class 
start up with students meeting their teacher 
for the first time via Zoom and phone calls.”
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Back on the tools and keen for a pie
Covid in the Community

High-vis return... From day one at Alert Level 3, tradies were 
back on the job, including at the Milford Centre’s apartment block 
development (above). Drainage worker Tommy Falconer (left) was 
quick to head to Takapuna’s Richoux Patisserie, known for its award-
winning pies. Owner Sophack Ny said first-day trade was busy and he 
might have to increase his output from 100 pies. Falconer and a mate 
said under lockdown they had missed takeouts and pub visits.

Big night... Kove Shaw (above) at 
Burger Fuel and Ram Chary at 
Hell Pizza had plenty of orders

Teens with taste for takeaways and time to talk

Sixteen-year-old Westlake Girls High School 
students Ryder Clegg (above, left) and Ella 
Collins lounged in Potters Park with their first 
takeaways in more than a month. It was sushi 
and Starbucks for the duo, with both having 
McDonald’s on the wishlist for dinner.

On another bench across the central Takapu-
na park, local mother Joanna Zwaagdyk was 
enjoying a hamburger. Daughter Lottie, aged 
1, was distracted with a few fries.

“Just the smell is drawing me in,” said 
Zwaagdyk.

Living near KFC, she had heard it rumbling 
earlier in readiness for reopening. While take-
aways were not usually on the menu after a 

walk, this was treat time, she said, explaining 
her choice of a packed lunch from Burger Fuel.  
“There was a feeling in the air today – the smell 
of hope is in the air.”

At the nearby Burger Fuel on Anzac St, 
Kove Shaw said she had sold 10 to 15 burgers 
before noon. An increasingly busy rest of the 
day was expected.

Hell Pizza manager Ram Chary said the By-
ron Ave store had upwards of 20 orders booked 
soon after it posted it was back in business. 

Staff were pleased to be back at work, he 
said. 

The real rush would come in the evening, he 
confidently and correctly predicted.



OctOber 1, 2021 The RangiToTo obseRveR  Page 11

The rush to complete the transformation of 
Hurstmere Rd before the end of the year is on 
in earnest. Night shifts are under way to try to 
catch up on five weeks lost under lockdown.

Contractor JFC says it is looking to have 
the project completed prior to the Christmas 
shopping season. It is enhancing the strip for 

pedestrians, with more space and seating and 
new landscaping, and upgrading infrastructure. 

Site teams, back in force as soon as Alert 
Level 3 allowed, will work seven days a week.

To help speed their progress, Hurstmere Rd 
between Lake Rd and Anzac St will be closed to 
traffic until a move to Alert Level 2. Pedestrian 

access to the shopping strip remains, with wider 
pavements already available in some sections.

Remaining work includes installing rain-
garden and tree-pit foundations and walls, 
street-light pole foundations, drainage up-
grades, ducting installation and a water-main 
upgrade.

Covid in the Community

Return to orange cones and spaced-out queues

Back in line... Traffic backed up last week on Forrest 
Hill Rd (above), with lights out at the Tristram Ave 
intersection. Beach Rd was also back to one lane near 
Aberdeen Rd, after road works there resumed.
In Takapuna, queues formed at Westpac Bank (right) 
and Starbucks (below), but people mostly seemed more 
relieved to be out than irritated about waiting.

Full force... Contractors are working seven days a week to finish the drawn-out Hurstmere Rd upgrade 
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Sporadic seal sightings continue on North 
Shore beaches, with pups seen at Milford 
and Takapuna over the last fortnight. 

This follows a handful of sightings earlier in 
the month on the Devonport peninsula and one 
at Thorne Bay on 5 September, when a mal-
nourished animal was uplifted for treatment at 
Auckland Zoo, as reported in the last Observer.

Despite the best efforts of the zoo’s veter-
inary team, its condition deteriorated and the 
animal was euthanised.

The pup (pictured at the zoo) was emaci-
ated and found to have anaemia and a severe 
stomach-parasite infestation, which could not 
be improved with treatment. This included it 
being put on a drip.

Lockdown has complicated matters regard-
ing the seasonal appearance of seals, with 
the Department of Conservation (DoC) only 

responding to wildlife emergencies when an 
animal is reported by members of the public 
to be in a distressed state. 

DoC was unable to respond to calls of 
at least two dead pups at Narrow Neck and 
Cheltenham. 

“It’s a tough life out there in the wild for 

young newly-weaned pinnipeds, and stom-
ach parasites are a relatively common cause 
of death,” said the zoo’s veterinary services 
manager, Dr James Chatterton.

Climate change, marine pollution and over-
fishing all worsened their chances, he said. 

“Nevertheless, in general New Zealand fur 
seals have been gaining in numbers over the 
last few years and so we hope that they will 
continue sharing their sea with us.”

DoC advice is to give any pups found on 
beaches a wide berth and for dogs to be kept 
under control when nearby. Sightings are not 
uncommon along the North Shore coastline at 
this time of year. 

“The best course of action is always to call 
0800 DOC HOT (0800 362 468) if you see a 
marine animal in distress, to give it the best 
chance at life,” said Dr Chatterton. 

Sad end for seal pup uplifted from Thorne Bay
Covid in the Community

Letters

Easy ways to support local business 
Covid risks force 

more event 
cancellations We all want to help our local businesses 

recover from this hard lockdown, but how 
do we practically do this in the most effec-
tive way? 

Here are some quick and easy ways you 
can “Support Local”:
•  Go out for lunch or dinner or get takeaways 

more than you have done previously for the 
next few weeks.

•  Purchase gift cards from local businesses 
as presents for your whānau or business 
clients (maybe get your Christmas gifts 
early).

•  Write a positive review of your experience 
on Google, the business’ website or a local 
information site.

•  Share your experience on your social media 
and community pages to encourage others 
to support the business.

•  Go back to working in the office as soon 
as you can, supporting local by going out 
for lunch most days.

•  Purchase those new clothes, sunglasses 
or shoes from a local retailer (contactless 
works great), rather than a big inter- 
national.

•  Book in extra early to have your hair cut, 
nails done or a massage in your local centre.

•  Visit a local business website/social-media 
page and learn more about who they are, 
who works there and their story.

•  Contact local politicians and encourage 
them to support local businesses with 
funding and policies.

•  Thank local businesses and compliment 
them to keep their spirits high.

•  Think more about where your money goes 
with each purchase – eg, who owns the 
business, where do they get their supplies, 
and who does the business support?

•  Be Covid-19 smart! Get vaccinated, scan 
in, wear a mask, practise hand hygiene and 
stay home and get a test if you are sick.
Helping local businesses supports our 

community. Owners are usually locals, their 
kids go to local schools, money goes back 
into local projects/business, and you get to 
keep a town centre active for you to enjoy 
for years to come.
Terence Harpur, chief executive, 
Takapuna Beach Business 
Association

The Auckland Heritage Festival, which was 
to include events in Takapuna, has been 
cancelled, as has the Sculpture on Shore 
exhibition at Fort Takapuna above Narrow 
Neck Beach.

The annual heritage festival was scheduled 
to run from 2-17 October, but Auckland 
Council has decided that uncertainty over 
alert levels made it necessary to call off 
the event.

Sculpture on Shore organisers hope to go 
ahead with an exhibition of sorts online. But 
they decided against the popular cliff-top 
display. The event was cancelled last year, 
also due to disruption caused by Covid-19. 

The exhibition had been scheduled 
for 30 October to 14 November, with a 
grand opening planned for 29 October. 

Reach your 
Devonport Peninsula  

customers cost-effectively
Contact the Flagstaff for our rates and dates. 

E sales@devonportflagstaff.co.nz
W www.devonportflagstaff.co.nz

Simon Watts
MP for North Shore

Authorised by Simon 
Watts MP, Parliament 
Buildings, Wgtn.

Your local MP,  
supporting you and  
our local community

1 Earnoch Avenue, Takapuna
northshore@parliament.govt.nz
09 486 0005

  simonwattsmp
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Lead Builder / Foreman
We are seeking an experienced confident, 
life-loving foreman and/or lead builder to 
join our existing team of 14 Builders and 4 
office staff based in Belmont North Shore. 
You will be potentially be working in a smart 
group of 3-4 high-level hard-working driven 
builders. 
You will need to be physically fit, disciplined, 
own your own tools, and enjoy teaching up- 
and-coming carpenters. 
This same person will have excellent 
communication skills and know-how to 
provide a high level of customer service. 
As a company, we are proficient and proud 
in delivering projects on schedule and 
budget due to our advanced systems, great 
office staff and talented builders. 
Should you have the above skills and be 
interested in our vacancys, we would like 
to hear from you. Immediate start preferred 
but not essential. 

Please send through your CV 
 through to hamid@yourbuilder.co.nz  

or simply call 021541392.

Principal Teacher Manager

About us
We are a community-based, not 
for profit preschool, situated in 
the heart of Belmont, licensed 
for 21 tamariki, aged between 18 
months and 5 years, with above 
average teacher-to-child ratios.
Our environment has been 
designed to provide a stimulating, 
aesthetically pleasing setting 
where children are inspired to 
learn through exploration and 
discovery. Our outside play 
area has been upgraded during 
the last 5 years to provide age-
appropriate challenges for each 
stage of development, and the 
inside area has been refurbished 
recently.

You are
•  Responsible for managing day to day operations 

(incl. enrolments, staffing, developing a high-quality 
program and monitoring H&S)

•  Confident liaising with families, staff, the Rose Centre 
Board, and external agencies

•  Professional in your leadership and mentoring of staff
•  Dynamic and enthusiastic about providing children 

with the best learning experiences

You have
•  Full NZ teacher registration
•  Min. 3 years of recent NZ ECE experience as a 

Manager
•  Thorough knowledge of all relevant and current EC 

literature e.g. Te Ara Poutama, Ngā Aronga Whai Hua, 
Tātaiako, Te Whāriki, Our Code and Standards, etc.

•  Solid understanding of the ECE regulations and 
licensing Criteria

Rose Centre Community Preschool is looking for an experienced ECE 
Principal Teacher Manager for our Belmont Community Preschool.

Applicants must be able to work Monday to Friday  
between 8am and 3.30pm, school terms only. 

Apply via ShoreJobs.co.nz

Treasurer + Board Member

Following the success of installing a new 
management team, The Rose Centre Inc 
Board requires 2 new Board Members to 
join us, who will bring energy, creativity 
and diversity. You will have a passion 
for the Community, Performing Arts or 
ECE. The Treasurer & a general board 
member position are on offer, to ideally 
start in November.

The Board meets monthly and an 
additional 6 hrs approx per month 
are required. 2022 will be an exciting 
time as we develop our strategic plan, 
celebrate new Centre offerings & review 
the constitution. We envisage your 
commitment will be for a 3 year cycle.

He kōrero mōu: About you
We are looking for peninsula people with 
a can-do approach, who are committed, 
caring, connected & who have the desire 
to constructively contribute. Experience 
in a profession, small business or 
community service is a must, with 
governance a plus!

Ngā āhuatanga kei a mātou:  
What we offer
This role enables you to make a 
difference in our community, as well as 
gaining understanding & knowledge 
of board processes & discussions, 
governance & strategic planning. We are 
a vibrant group who enjoys a laugh too!

He angitūtanga: The opportunity

Sounds interesting ? – make contact for a korero with us today.
EMAIL: chair@rosecentre.co.nz/ ph 027 521 5667

Advertising Sales Rep

Devonport Publishing Ltd (Devonport 
Flagstaff, Rangitoto Observer, 
Destination Devonport and ShoreJobs.
co.nz) is looking for a results-driven 
Sales Representative to actively seek out 
and engage new customer prospects. 
Previous experience with newspaper/ 
magazine ad sales, digital ad sales or any 
classified listing ad sales (e.g. job boards 
or real estate listing sites) is an advantage.
Based out of our Milford office with 
remote-work options, this is a Basic + 
Commission salary structure focused on 
bringing in new business.
Cold-calling and door-knocking new 
prospects is a large part of this job. You 
must be a natural and/or well-trained 
sales “hunter” to thrive in this role.
Requirements
•  Highly motivated and target-driven 

with a proven track record in sales
•  Ability to create and deliver presentations 
tailored to audience needs

•  Good  written English skills
Apply to Peter Wilson, Publisher
peter@devonportflagstaff.co.nz
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Public toilet provision is being 
studied across Auckland to see if 
any areas are leaving people caught 
short.

“We’re not looking at the quality 
yet, but if the faciilties are there,”  an 
Auckland Council parks and places 
specialist, John McKellar, told the 
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board. 

His early assessment was that 
the board area was generally well-
served with toilets for its popula-
tion, but in several suburbs there 
were gaps in availability. Some of 
the existing toilets were also ageing 
and may not provide good access 
for those with limited mobility, he 
reported.

Signage was also an issue, board 
members said, with some toilets not 
well known. An online listing was 
also suggested.

The matter came up at a work-
shop just before lockdown, with 
McKellar saying more detailed 
analysis was needed. Dividing the 
board into northern and southern zones at 
Esmonde Rd, he found roughly similar num-
bers of toilets in each area. For the northern 
zone (which matches the Rangitoto Observer 
circulation area) he identified 14 council-op-
erated toilet facilities, either standalone 
or in council buildings, and an additional 
three administered by Auckland Transport 
at Toka Puia carpark in Takapuna and at the 
Akoranga and Smales Farm busways.

Four other facilities (at Shore City and the 
Milford Centre, and at Smales Farm centre 
and the Sunnynook Community Centre) 
were also available with some community 
interface, he said. On top of this there were 

council changing rooms at Takapuna Beach 
(both ends), at Milford Beach, Castor Bay 
Beach and Sylvan Park. Sports facilities also 
existed at Greville Reserve, Sunnynook Park 
and Becroft Park.

The obvious gaps were at the Barrys Pt 
sports field, the west side of Lake Pupuke 
(around Quarry Lake or Taharoto Park), 
in southern Forrest Hill (at Knightsbridge 
Reserve or Seine Reserve) and to the north-
ern boundary of the board, where work to 
provide something at Tonkin Dr playground 
in Sunnynook Park is in train.

Gaps at places without toilets did not 
necessarily need to be filled, said McKellar. 

Local Board official Tristan Coulson  

pointed out that some smaller neigh-
bourhood parks were in walkable 
catchments from people’s homes.

Member George Wood said Tonkin 
Dr was the only northern-zone area 
he had fielded calls about getting 
toilets for. 

McKellar said the council had been 
asked about facilities at Quarry Park, 
but this area would require water 
pumping to service. 

Jan O’Connor observed that canoe 
and rowing clubs that operate from 
there had their own facilities, but 
other users such as model yacht en-
thusiasts did not have access to these.

McKellar said Taharoto Park was 
similar, with the football club having 
clubrooms, making the need for fur-
ther facilities a “maybe”.  

Barrys Pt reserve had only one 
council sports field with others be-

longing to Rosmini College, he said. 
The Akoranga busway toilet was 

quite close, McKellar pointed out. But 
member Jan O’Connor said people 

were more likely to go to the Lake House 
arts centre, which was unfair on that venue 
which had limited facilities of its own. 

Jackson said the addition of the planned 
Korean garden to the reserve would increase 
need in the area.

Board chair Ruth Jackson said it would be 
good to get more detailed information on the 
size and condition of toilets, whether they in-
cluded the likes of drinking fountains and if 
their facilities were up to modern standards.

McKellar expects to come up with a 
comprehensive report by April next year. 
Costs for upgrades or new facilities would 
then need to be established and prioritised.

Spending a penny and the art of toilet design

Flash facility... Milford Reserve’s boatshed-inspired 
public toilet block will be open before summer

Council checks out all the local places to go

Squat grey concrete block buildings are fast becoming a thing of 
the past when it comes to public toilets.

Auckland Council is reviewing what is already on offer and 
opening some new colourful alternatives, built to be more accessible 
and appealing.

In the Devonport-Takapuna Local Board area one of the most 
eye-catching examples is at the Milford Reserve. The peaked-roof 
design, inspired by boatsheds to match the seaside setting, features 
pastel-coloured panels of soft pink, blue and yellow – what the 
fashion world refers to as gelato shades. 

The toilets and changing facility is all but built, barring the fin-
ishing touches and sign-off. 

Lockdown interrupted progress, but the board was told with the 
arrival of Alert Level 3 builders could complete the final few days 
of work before a certificate of public use was assessed.

“With a bit of luck it should be open before Christmas,” said 
council official Sarah Jones.  

“Where we’ve got work under way, we are trying to wind it 
up,” she said.

The Milford facility is fancier than many, partly due to its highly 
visibile location, but it shows the modern focus on aesthetic out-
comes, often in consultation with communities.

Colourful plans for a much smaller toilet facility that Sunnynook 

residents have lobbied hard for at the Tonkin Dr playground were 
shown to the board last month. (See story opposite.)

Toilets above Takapuna Beach on Gould Reserve are in for a 
long overduee overhaul also, including the provision of enhanced 
facilities for those with disabilities. These are being partly paid for 
with donations from community philanthropists. 

Mind the gaps... A council map showing existing 
public toilets, with red circles showing areas 
that appear underserved
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An Auckland Council Organisation

Works at pump station to 
commence shortly
Mid October 2021 until March 2022

Work has now restarted on Beach Road for the pipeline 
replacement project under Covid Level 3 restrictions. 
This is now near completion and traffic management will 
be lifted. We will then start work to refurbish the Castor 
Bay Pump Station which is located at the intersection of 
Beach Road and The Esplanade.

Traffic management will be in place around the 
pump station site for the safety of the public during 
construction.

Please see the map adjacent showing the location of the 
pump station. 

Castor Bay Pump Station upgrade project 
Improving your wastewater network

N

Please keep safe around the construction site.

Feathered friends might adorn new local loo

That’s a wrap... A council image showing how a new public toilet in 
Sunnynook might be decorated with a photograph of native birdlife

Images of native birds photographed at 
Lyford Reserve are likely to decorate the 
new toilet planned for nearby Tonkin Dr in 
Sunnynook. A photographic wrap of either a 
kereru or a tui is being considered to enhance 
the single-pan Exeloo toilet being considered 
for the site.

“I can’t tell you how happy I am to be 
talking about this,” Devonport-Takapuna 
Local Board chair Ruth Jackson told the 
presenting officials. 

The Sunnynook Community Association 
and residents have been pushing for a toilet 
by the popular little local playground and its 
carpark for some time.

Through consultation about their needs, 
a disgruntled community had been turned 
around, said Kaitlyn White, senior project 
manager from council’s Community Facil-
ities section. 

Association member and Pupuke Bird 
Song co-ordinator Tabitha Becroft took some 
of the photographs.

The earliest work is likely to start is Febru-
ary next year, with costs of around $220,000 
to be spread over several years. 

But the board was happy to hear that plan-
ning was well in train. Further consultation 
on location and final look are the next steps, 
including with iwi who have suggested Mao-
ri design elements might be incorporated. 

To questions, board members were told 

the photographic wrap was not an expensive 
addition.

Member Jan O’Connor said she wished 
the colourful approach could have been 
used on the similar-style toilet at Lake Town 
Green in Hauraki.

The toilet with push-button electric door 
will feature a baby-changing table inside. 
A water fountain will be installed nearby in 

response to tikanga that it not be attached 
to the wharepaku.

O’Connor asked about automated taps, 
saying in the Covid era these would be 
more hygienic. 

Costs, including maintenance, were an 
issue, she was told, but it was expected the 
council would look more at these issues 
in future.
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Proposed water reforms have too many 
unknowns and are not needed in Auckland, 
the Devonport-Takapuna Local Board says.

The board recently held an extraordinary 
meeting via video conference and agreed to 
oppose the plans, which would see control 
of drinking water, wastewater and storm  
water taken from councils and handed to four 
bigger entities. 

Auckland currently has Watercare oversee-
ing waster water and drinking water, while 
council manages the storm water. Under the 
plan, all three areas would come under one 
roof, combined with Kaipara, Whangarei and 
Far North councils for Entity A – but all have 
opposed the move.

“There is strong pushback from councils 
around New Zealand,” board chair Ruth 
Jackson said. “Everybody’s poking holes in 
this and have issues with it and is pointing 
out numerous fine details which have not 
been worked out.”

There were “strong signals from govern-
ment” that if councils did not come to heel, 
then they would force the changes, Jackson 
said. “There are not terribly strong signals 
from government that they are prepared to 
make significant changes to what is proposed.

“Councils must be allowed to decide 

whether this is right for their communities. I 
also agree Auckland should be a standalone 
entity. We’re already a unitary authority.”

In Victoria, Australia, which has about the 
same land area as New Zealand and more peo-
ple,  there were 19 water overseers, including 
three just for metropolitan Melbourne, 12 for 
regional towns and smaller cities, and four 
for rural areas. “It’s not a fair and equitable 
distribution of representation.”

Board member Jan O’Connor said she did 
not believe it was a good business case. A 
better option would be to give the money to 
councils who needed to get their infrastructure 
up to scratch, she said. “We’re going to lose 
ownership of what we own.”

Member George Wood raised concerns 
about how far the council was already in debt, 
“and we’re now trying to rectify that by going 
in a different direction in how we handle the 
three waters situation”. 

Member Toni van Tonder said the Auck-
land system did not need fixing.

Member Trish Deans said it was the Gov-
ernment’s responsibility to bring water supply 
up to scratch. “We don’t want to shoulder the 
problems of very other council. We really 
can’t afford to.”

The board’s thoughts have been added 

to the Auckland Council submission to the 
Government. 

Any central government reform of New 
Zealand’s three waters system must ensure 
water entities are responsive to and accounta-
ble to councils and local communities, and the 
proposed entities would be too far removed, 
the board said. 

“We are concerned about the possible 
removal from council of ratepayer-owned 
stormwater infrastructure and streams, and 
portions of associated reserves and parks, 
and the effect on local parks decision-making. 
The board believes that, if the reforms go 
ahead, there must be legislative protections 
to guarantee that there can be no privatisation 
of water services entities or providers in the 
future.”

The Government is expected to outline the 
next steps, following feedback from councils, 
this month.

The MP for North Shore, Simon Watts, says 
the Local Board’s call for more community 
consultation on water reforms is in line with 
what the Opposition National Party wants 
to see. 

The Government should halt the plans to 
reorganise water management to allow for 
communities to have a say, he said. 

Local board backs council in opposing water reforms

Village partygoers keep their distance together
Residents at the William Sanders Retirement 
Village in Devonport have been making a 
song and dance on Fridays.These images, 
captured by drone camera, show them in 
action recently. 

The inspiration came from pictures seen 
worldwide last year of apartment dwellers 
in Italy singing from their balconies to boost 
morale in the first wave of Covid-19.  

Happy Hour Friday is Ryman’s reply, with 
room deliveries lifting spirits before some 
socially distanced socialising.

“The balconies lend themselves quite well 
to it, having a boogie at a safe distance,” a 
Ryman spokesperson, Maryvonne Gray, told 
the Flagstaff. 

“It’s just having a bit of light-hearted fun, 
really, so everyone can let their hair down.”

Colourful or fancy dress is optional, but 
adds to the fun. Popular tunes including 
We Are Family, YMCA, Crocodile Rock, 
Runaround Sue and Sweet Caroline have 
been played.

 

 

Ryman rumba… 
Lynn and George Hughes Lockdown stretch… Sue Glasgow, Ruth Chapman and Gabrielle Gill

A touch of Italy in Devonport… Ryman residents had Latin inspiration 
for song and dance Fridays
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DON’T WAIT FOR SPARKS TO FLY
Upgrade your switchboard now!

What is a switchboard?
Your switchboard is the ‘central hub’ for all 
the electrical circuits in your home.  It receives 
electricity from the street and distributes it 
through various circuits in and around your home.  
It is important that your home is electrically safe 
and it all starts here - at your switchboard! 

If your switchboard is faulty or overloaded, 
this can affect the rest of your home’s electrical 
components, and it could be a safety hazard and 
a fire hazard.

 
Why do I need a switchboard  
upgrade?
Safety, safety safety! Did we mention safety?

To ensure that your household isn’t at any 
risk from an old switchboard that doesn’t meet 
current NZ electrical safety standards, it is very 
important to assess whether it is time for an 
upgrade. Old unsafe switchboards are not only 
a shock hazard but a fire risk!

If you live in an old house, chances are that 
your switchboard is not just outdated but also 
overloaded and highly unsafe.

The way we’re using switchboards is changing 
over time. Thirty or forty years ago when many 
switchboards were installed, people only used a 
fraction of the appliances they do today. Over the 
years though electricity demands have increased 
substantially, yet switchboards have remained 
the same. Most homes are using the same 
number of circuits as they were decades ago and 
they are now unable to cope with the increased 
load.

The problem with outdated switchboards is 
they have both aging components and increased 
demand – a potentially hazardous combination.

“Besides causing annoying blackouts, 
degraded wiring, faulty fuses and overloaded 
electrical circuits can also cause fire and shock 
hazards,” says Lewis Rudall, master electrician 
and director at Lake Road Electrical.

“If you have old and non-compliant 
switchboards, the chances of the fuse base getting 

extremely hot and almost ‘frying up’ the cables 
are very high. This can result in a house fire. So, 
the sooner you get your old switchboard replaced 
by a new one, the better it is for your personal 
safety and the security of your property.”

 
Did you know that old switchboards don’t 
have RCD protection – protection against 
electric shocks?

An RCD, or residual current device, is a life-
saving device that is designed to prevent you 
from getting a fatal electric shock. Specially, if 
you touch something live; such as a bare wire or 
any metallic electrical appliance that has come 
in contact with a live wire. They will shut down 
electricity when a change in the electrical current 
is detected.

When electricity comes in contact with your 
body, it can travel through your body. When this 
happens, the electricity can damage tissues and 
organs. This damage can be mild or severe – 
and it can even cause death. RCDs offer a level 
of personal protection to you and your family, 
that ordinary fuses and circuit-breakers cannot 
provide.

Given we spend a lot of time at home there’s 
no perfect time than now to upgrade your 
switchboard. So don’t wait - call Lewis and the 
friendly team at Lake Road Electrical today.

The team at Lake Road 
Electrical are ‘Master 
Electrician members’ with 
a $20,000 workmanship 
guarantee.  We believe 
that there is no substitute 
for quality, and reliability, 
honesty, and integrity 
are our key performance 
indicators with customer 
satisfaction at the forefront.

“We’re extremely personable and easy to 
talk to. We will work with you to find the best 
solutions for your electrical problems and needs, 
whether planned or as an emergency. So, chat to 
us today about your needs.”

Plus, you will be supporting a local business.

Lake Road Electrical is located in Takapuna. 
Call 029 128 7494, email   

lewis@lakeroadelectrical.co.nz or go to  
www.lakeroadelectrical.co.nz

Opening hours:  7.30 am to 5.00 pm

At Lake Road Electrical, we are passionate about 
educating homeowners of the importance of 
electrical safety – which we believe is paramount 
but often overlooked. 

That’s why the team has two special offers for you:
1.  Get a free Home Electrical Safety Inspection, 

usually priced at $99.

2.  And for a limited time, you can also take advantage 
of our Winter special, allowing you $200 off your 
switchboard upgrade with this ad. This promotion 
is valid until the end of November

SWITCHBOARD SPECIAL OFFERS

CONTACT US NOW 029 128 7494

SPONSORED CONTENT
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We guarantee 
our Workmanship

Backed by over 35 years’ experience 
of quality preparation and painting

ph ross kingdom 
021 723 413

registered 
professional painters Phone COLIN on 480 5864

RECOVER YOUR
LOUNGE SUITE

Call us for a free quotation and put the life
back into that favourite chair or lounge suite

AWARD FURNITURE

North Shore based renovations, 
new builds, design & project  

management since 1985.

Trustworthy licensed builders specialising  
in residential alterations/extensions, 

kitchens, bathrooms, tiling, re-cladding.

Contact Alex Carey on  
0274 660 666, or visit our website 

www.efd.kiwi

CLASSIFIEDS

WANTED
Cars Wanted. Cars Vans 4x4s Utes Trucks 
24/7 Cash paid 0800 203 060.

Tony Gasperini
Qualified Local Arborist

Tree & Tall Hedge Specialist

027 770-0099
Devonport, Auckland
tony.gasperini@gmail.com

CARS 
WANTED

• Cars • Vans
• 4x4s • Utes  • Trucks 

24/7

0800 203 060

CASH PAID

BOOKKEEPING 
SERVICES

Xero, MYOB, GST, Payroll

www.ljbass.co.nz
info@ljbass.co.nz

027 331 3164

FENCE
BROTHERS

www.fencebros.co.nz

• FENCES
• PERGOLAS
•  DECKS

•  RETAINING 
WALLS

•  PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

CONTACT US 
FOR A FREE QUOTE

0800 336 232

Issue 1 – 15 March 2019DELIVERED FORTNIGHTLY AN INDEPENDENT VOICE

WANT TO ADVERTISE?

Rangitoto Observer Classified Advertising.  
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WE ARE
HIRING!Hell Pizza 

TAKAPUNA

Hell Pizza franchise owner Chaman Singh 
says that great customer service is the key 
to success for his Takapuna Hell outlet, 
which began operation in March this year.
“Our customer service encompasses all as-
pects of the business: the service of a wel-
come smile, the service of a friendly voice 
when ordering, the service of timely deliv-
ery and the service of having great quality 
ingredients and consistency of quality,” he 
says.
Chaman and wife Gurmandeep also have 
the Hell Glenfield store, and previously ran 
the franchise in Belmont. 
When they took over the Belmont Hell 
franchise in 2016, Chaman says it had low 
customer-service ratings and low employee 
satisfaction. But after 12 months the couple 
were able to turn the shop around to rank 
number one for customer service across 
the Hell franchises before they gave up the 
lease last year.
“We took the Belmont franchise business 
about as far as we could so when the lease 
ran out last year we made the big decision 
to give up that location and move up to 
Takapuna – a fast-growing location which 
enables us to deliver into Milford, Forrest 
Hill and Sunnynook. 
“In combination with our Glenfield store, 
this gives us seamless coverage of a wide 
area on the Shore,” he says.
A former Westlake Boys College student, 
Chaman gave up a job at ANZ bank to run 
a popular city nightclub, The Lounge, for 
eight years. He says this experience gave 
him the skills necessary to make Hell Pizza 
franchises succeed. 
“I had three big takeaway lessons from my 
time running the nightclub: understanding 
what customers want, negotiating deals 
with suppliers and dealing with council 
regulators.
“One of the biggest challenges we had when 
opening the Takapuna store was dealing 
with the Council to get all the compliance 
approved as well as dealing with Vector to 
get all of our energy needs sorted.” 
The couple maintain the highest food-han-
dling standards, insist on top-quality ingre-
dients and as Hell franchisees offer great 
options for vegans and vegetarians.
Hell Pizza has strict processes in place so 

that vegan and vegetarian trays and ingre-
dients are not mixed with non-vegetarian or 
non-vegan food preparation. “Our vegan and 
vegetarian meals need to be separate from 
the rest of our meal prep. We even change 
gloves depending on which work benches 
we are making our food at,” says Chaman. 
He says he got his work ethic from his par-
ents, who were immigrants from Punjab in 
India. “They worked long hours and week-
ends and were extremely detail-oriented in 
their business and loyal to their employer,” 
he says.
“I’ve taken what I’ve learned from them 

and believe that employee loyalty must be 
earned, so I create an atmosphere of sup-
port and respect in our franchises for all 
employees.”
Chaman says the biggest challenge facing 
most restaurant owners right now is filling 
full-time roles that also include weekend 
work. 
But he says his Takapuna team – like the 
staff in Glenfield – have bought in to his 
customer-service priorities. Customers 
calling or visiting the store can be sure of a 
friendly reception – and consistently great 
pizza. 

Heavenly Service from Hell Takapuna

PH 09 445 6660 – Eat in. Takeaway. Delivery.
447A Lake Road, Takapuna, Auckland 0622

Drivers, Kitchen staff,  
Front counter, Duty manager
Call Chaman 021-495-363 

for more information.

SPONSORED CONTENT
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CONTACT US: 
aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/devonporttakapuna
FOLLOW US: 
Facebook.com/devonporttakapuna  

Supporting our communities to thrive

The Victoria Theatre Trust’s co-chair Margot McRae. The trust is among 
dozens of local organisations to receive community grants each year.

Whether a little or a lot, Devonport-
Takapuna Local Board is helping 
dozens of local organisations make 
their ideas a reality through its 
community grants programme. 

“The range of projects and activities 
going on in our community is 
phenomenal and receiving a grant 
from the local board is often what 
enables them to see the light of day,” 
says local board chair Ruth Jackson.

“That’s really rewarding for us as a 
local board because we get to play a 
part in supporting those real grass-
root initiatives and ideas.”

One example of that was The Victoria 
Theatre Trust, which received a small 
grant last year that got the ball rolling 
on much-needed wheelchair access 
being installed at the historic Vic 
Theatre in Devonport.  

“We’d been talking about it for a while 
and some of our older customers found 
it difficult to access the theatre, so it 
was very much needed.  However it 
was quite expensive but a little can go 
a long way,” says trust co-chairperson 
Margot McRae of the $2200 grant.

The trust then worked with Auckland 
Transport to realign the footpath 
which turned out to be a much better 
solution.

“It meant we only needed a small 
ramp and the feedback we have had 
from customers is great, because now 
everyone can access the downstairs 
theatre and the public facilities.”

It is just one of the hundreds of projects 
and ideas that have benefited from a 
community grant in recent years. 

The diversity of recipients in the last 
financial year has been vast, with 
everything from helping with costs 
towards musical therapy classes, 
Christmas by the Lake, local Matariki 
events and tennis in schools to an 
electric cart used to tow a water tank 
used to water street plants in Milford.

There are two kinds of grants available:

•  Local Grants offers up to $10,000 

•  Quick response offers up to $2000 

In 2021/2022 there are two rounds 
of each with the board having a total 
grants budget of $245,045.

The challenge the local board faces is 
there is a limited amount of money to 
go around each year and the total value 
of applications is always much higher. 

Applications are currently open for 
the first round of the Quick Response 
Grants with the deadline being 15 
October.  This round is for projects 
that start after 1 December this year.  

Rounds for the rest of the year. 

LOCAL GRANTS 
Round two – applications open 7 
February for activities starting after 1 
June 2022

QUICK RESPONSE GRANTS
Round one: Currently open and close 
15 October

Round two: opens 4 April for events 
after 1 July 2022.

HOW TO APPLY 
Go to aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/grants 
click on the local board grants section 
and scroll to find Devonport-Takapuna 
Local Board.   

For further questions, phone the 
council on 09 301 0101 and ask to 
speak to a grant coordinator.

Like everyone, Auckland Council 
needed to adapt the way it does 
things during a lockdown but that 
doesn’t mean the important deci-
sions can be delayed.

While our facilities were closed most 
business and committee meetings, 
workshops and community forums 
went on thanks to the use of technol-
ogy, which enable meetings to carry 
on virtually.

For Devonport-Takapuna Local 
Board, which earlier this year re-
solved to have its workshops open to 
the public, this proved a challenge. 

“I am pleased to say while it was not 
ideal, we, with the support of staff, 

made it work and those who were 
scheduled to speak in public forums 
were invited to do so virtually,” says 
chair Ruth Jackson.

The great news is those who were 
due to speak at these meeting, were 
offered the option of Skyping in, 
and you can also catch up on discus-
sions and decisions made at:

•  aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/ 
devonporttakapuna and clicking 
on the meetings section to find 
workshop presentations 

•  infocouncil.govt.nz for agendas 
and minutes and link to recordings 
of business meetings and forums.

Business as usual in a lockdown
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Takapuna tramway plans floated in 1890s
Takapuna-based research librarian Derek Whaley was to talk about a pioneering transport project  
at the Auckland Heritage Festival this month. With the festival cancelled, he shares the story here. 
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Auckland in the 1890s really wanted an 
electric tramway. But nobody wanted to 
pay for it.

William Gentry Bingham, an engineer for 
the New Zealand Electric Light and Traction 
Company, in June 1898 acquired the option 
for an electrified tramway system that would 
crisscross the City of Auckland. It would 
revolutionise city transportation if only it 
could be built. Bingham was given two years 
to build the line.

Meanwhile, across the Waitematā, prop-
erty investor Paul Hansen wanted to sell 
land on the North Shore. The recent German 
immigrant saw the potential for a tramway 
to open up the area to residential and com-
mercial development. As a result, he peti-
tioned the Devonport Borough Council for 
permission to build a route from Devonport 
to Takapuna in August 1898.

Even before receiving approval, Hansen 
and his business partner, William Napier, 
commissioned a plan of the route. The final 
network, if built, would loop Mount Victoria 
in the south and Lake Pupuke in the north, 
with a single line running up Lake Road 
to connect the two ends. A short branch to 
Stanley Bay was also included in the plan.

The proposal was approved by the County 
of Waitemata on 2 September and the De-
vonport Borough Council on 13 September. 
The catch: Hansen had one year to begin 
construction or he would lose the franchise. 
The clock was ticking.

Hansen needed money fast, so he left 
for London. However, English financiers 
were unimpressed with the limited profit 
they would likely make from a Devonport 
electric tramway. Undaunted, Hansen began 
searching for a larger syndicate into which 
he could combine his scheme.

He eventually persuaded the British Elec-

tric Traction Company to fund the project. 
The only condition was that Hansen had to 
acquire the Auckland City horse tramway as 
well, which he quickly purchased from its 
owner, Max Epstein. Hansen was appointed 
general manager of Australasian operations 
while Napier became local solicitor.

Hansen’s quick actions regarding the 
horse tram line caught Bingham by surprise. 
Without the horse tramway’s rights-of-way, 

Bingham’s tramway plan was destined to 
fail. Bingham took the first ship to London 
to meet with Hansen. His only option was 
a merger.

In March 1899, New Zealand newspapers 
announced the formation of the Auckland 
Electric Tramways Company. The Auckland 
City Council approved the plan on 12 Sep-
tember and Bingham was placed in charge 
of construction.

With all this activity across the harbour, 
the Devonport Borough Council felt left out. 
Hansen explained himself and apologised 
for the delays. He requested an eight-month 
extension, which was begrudgingly granted 
by the council.

Governmental red tape and the problem 
of long-distance funding delayed the start of 
construction on the Auckland City tramway 
until 1 August 1901. In the meantime, Hansen 
repeatedly assured the Devonport Borough 
Council that construction of its line would 
begin soon.

Hansen was granted a second extension 
in May 1900. But when no tramway had 
materialised by November 1900, the council 
cancelled Hansen’s franchise and stuck a 
£500 non-refundable deposit on the option 
if he ever wanted to renew it.

Despite continuous proposals by Hansen, 
Napier, and others to build an electric 
tramway in Devonport, no line was ever 
constructed. Hansen eventually pivoted and 
helped establish the Takapuna Tramway & 
Ferry Company, which operated between 
Bayswater and Milford from 1910 to 1926.

The Auckland Electric Tramway opened 
for business on 17 November 1902. For more 
than 50 years, electric trams ran through 
the streets of the Auckland CBD. And it all 
started because Paul Hansen wanted to build 
a tramway in Devonport.

Ahead of their time... In the 
late 19th century, Paul Hansen 
and William Napier planned a 
tramway between Takapuna and 
Devonport
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A love of the ocean and a near-drowning 
experience inspired Westlake Girls High 
School student Julia Wilkins to write a story 
that has been selected for a book.

Julia’s piece, ‘The Ocean’s Treasure’, was 
published in the ToiToi journal for young writ-
ers and artists earlier this year. And last month, 
she found out it has now been accepted for 
the book Jillion 2, a selection of pieces from 
the journals. 

It was such a good feeling to know some-
thing she had written would be published, 
Julia said.

The Ocean’s Treasure talks of a person who 
loves the ocean and considers it a friend, but 
discovers it is dangerous. 

“I love swimming; I play water polo, I love 

the water, the ocean,” she said.
“The part I wrote in the story where the girl 

is tossed around at a surf beach stemmed from 
my own experience being held under the water 
by waves at a surf beach. I also have a fear of 
drowning, even though I love the water, so 
I could really put my own fears into the end 
when the girl was drowning.

“A little bit before writing the story I read 
a really awesome piece on the ocean and that 
was pretty cool. It sort of described the ocean 
as a person and I really enjoyed that story. It 
was beautiful descriptive language.”

Julia, who lives in Hillcrest, has also had a 
piece of work published in Write On maga-
zine. This was also about the ocean but about 
snorkelling and a coral reef. She is also part of 
the Future Scenario Writing group at Westlake, 
and is planning to submit a piece to Parallax 
Journal.

Julia said she had always loved writing 
and was encouraged by her mother, a teacher. 
Julia and her sister would tell stories and 
their mother would type them up. She enjoys 
creating a world and characters, to “live my 
dreams through characters and the world that 
they’re in.

“I love writing about characters who can fly. 
I like to be able to describe that and put myself 
in my characters.”

Julia wants to be an author and is currently 
working on a novel. “It’s a very slow process 
but I love writing so much.” 

She has also considered teaching, journalism 
and acting.

Write stuff... Julia Wilkins, who wants to be an author, has had a story 
accepted for publication in a collection

Young writer turns girl’s own 
adventure into fiction

Sunday 17 Oct at 2.30pm
PROGRAMME

Kenneth Young  Douce Tristesse
Lalo  Cello Concerto in D Minor

Brahams  Symphony No 2 Op 73 in D

ST MATTHEW-IN-THE-CITY
Cnr of Wellesley & Hobson Streets, Auckland City

SOLOIST 
Ashley Brown
CONDUCTOR 
Michael Joel

Just a ferry trip to the Centre of Auckland

PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY

Kathryn 
Robertson
Residential Sales

021 490 480

E: Kathryn.robertson@bayleys.co.nz
W: kathrynrobertson.bayleys.co.nz

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

WHAT’S ON @
Takapuna Library

Want to explore historic photos 
of your neighbourhood?

Or are you researching your family tree 
during lockdown? Check out Auckland 
Libraries’ heritage discovery tool Kura 
Heritage Collections Online.

https://kura.aucklandlibraries.govt.nz/
Kura is the home for our images, audio, col-
lection records and indexes, providing free 
and easy access to our world-renowned 
heritage collections and has been designed 
for both casual browsers and researchers. 
You can use an advanced search or simply 
browse our diverse photographic collec-
tions, with an improved image viewer, im-
age download, and share options making it 
much easier to see what your neighbour-
hood looked like in past decades.

With Kura Heritage Collections Online also 
including rare books, heritage maps, oral 
histories, passenger and vessel arrivals, 
cemetery records and more, this is only a 
brief sampling of the treasures you can dis-
cover here. We welcome you to explore the 
wealth of our heritage collections.

Kei ngã kura whakaheke o rãtou mã, nei rã 
te reo whakamiha e rere atu nei.

Nau mai ki te pae tukutuku a Kura Heritage 
Collections Online.

Tomo mai, ka rongo ai i te reka o ngã kura 
tuku iho e rapa nei.
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Lockdown is the perfect time to give creativ-
ity a go – and lack of materials is no excuse, 
says a Forrest Hill mum and mixed-media 
artist.

Adelien de Wet, a mother-of-two from 
Forrest Hill, relocated from South Africa 
with her family in 2016 and has recently 
launched an online art business. 

In lockdown, she hasn’t been able to pur-
sue her work as a nail artist, but that gives 
her time for her art. 

It’s the ideal time to give it a try. There are 
numerous online tutorials, many free, she 
said, as well as artists giving prompts. “For 
me, doing prompts has always been sort of 
stressful, the idea of having to do art every 
single day stresses me out, but in lockdown 
it’s awesome.”

And you don’t need specific materials, she 
said. “We often use the excuse of ‘I don’t 
have the material; I don’t have the perfect or 
the most expensive material so I can’t start 
doing it.’ And every single teacher that I’ve 
had has said exactly the same thing – use 
what you’ve got.

“You don’t need expensive equipment to 
do it, and what better time than lockdown to 
do that because we have time.”

De Wet said moving countries was a 
massive change and very stressful. “I don’t 
think you realise the level of trauma, even if 
you really want to move to another country,” 
she said. 

“People talk about the healing power of 
art and I really experienced it.

“My art really brings magic, happiness, 
sunshine, excitement into my life, and I hope 
the same for other people.”

It’s not just her own art, either – the art 
she has bought for display in her home also 
“makes me happy every day”.                                              

De Wet also runs workshops, which she 
said are not about creating a perfect prod-
uct, but enjoying the experience and doing 
something fun for a few hours. 

And art can include many things, such as 
working in the garden or cooking. “Forget 
about the outcome. It’s the creativity that’s 
healing.

“My art is like my meditation because 
you’re just focusing on one specific thing. 
Then the anxiety goes and through the prac-
tice of doing the art, without even knowing 
it, you’re improving your skill.

“That’s one thing I love about mixed- 
media art. There’s no rules. You use it the 
way you want to.”

Mixed media uses more than one type of 
visual art to create pieces. 

“I think that gave me the freedom to not 
be perfectionistic, because my personality is 
a bit perfectionistic.”

De Wet, who is married with two teenage 
sons, returned to nail art when she moved to 
New Zealand, having previously worked in 
retail and fitness. 

Lockdown perfect time to get creative, says artist

She wants to share her love of creativity,  
recommending that anyone just starts cre-
ating art without worrying about the result.

“There’s a drive in me to encourage and 

empower women. If I can use the art in 
some way that would be awesome.”

De Wet sells her work online at 
adeliensart.com.

Mixing it up... Adelien de Wet says mixed-media art has no rules, 
giving her the freedom she needs to be creative  
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premium.co.nz |  F ine Homes |  F ine Apartments |  F ine Li festyles
PREMIUM REAL ESTATE LTD LICENSED REA 2008 | 916 6000

VIEW | PLEASE CALL FOR AN APPT
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/80160
SET DATE OF SALE | 14/10/21 AT 4 PM UNLESS SOLD PRIOR

TAKAPUNA | 505/3 NORTHCROFT STREET | SENSATIONAL ‘STAY-CATION’ | THE SENTINEL!

ALISON PARKER 021 983 533 | 916 6000 

This 80sqm apartment with two bedrooms, two 
bathrooms and city, bridge and water views allows 
personal space with lock-up and leave ease and will 
have you feeling like you’re on a hotel holiday! Including 
pool, gym, sauna, two carparks, storage locker and 
walking distance to Takapuna beach, secure your 
permanent ‘stay-cation’ now!

WATERFRONT PARADISE AT POINT WELLS |  TWO HOMES

• 
Private water frontage, own pontoon, land size: 8,091sqm

• 
Entertainer’s patios and sun-drenched lawn

•	
Secondary	dwelling	with	two	bedrooms,	office	and	two	bathrooms

•	
Easily	work	from	home,	fully	equipped	separate	office	space

• 
Bore and extensive irrigation system

• 
All the region’s glorious shops, parks and beaches nearby

 • 
Stunning single-level, easy-maintenance 3 bedroom home

•	
Idyllic	garden	and	water	views,	fishing	from	the	bottom	of	the	garden

• 
Lock up car garage + workshop

• 
Spacious garden shed + new utility shed or studio

• 
5 minutes drive from marvellous Matakana

• 
Commutable to Albany, just over an hour’s drive to Auckland CBD (non-peak)

POINT WELLS | premium.co.nz/90045 

LINDA SMITH 021 470 175 |  JIM MAYS 021 937 766

LindaSmith@premium.co.nz |  J imMays@premium.co.nz

PREMIUM REAL ESTATE LTD LICENSED REA 2008

SENSATIONAL ‘STAY-CATION’ |  THE SENTINEL!

With summer just around the corner, there could be no better time to nab yourself a spot in the renowned Sentinel complex 

of	Takapuna.	Grab	a	coffee	from	the	cafe	downstairs	and	relax	by	the	pool,	gym	work-out	without	having	to	leave	the	building	

or	treat	yourself	to	a	relaxing	spa/sauna	after	work.	Perhaps	you’d	like	to	pop	out	for	a	bite	to	eat	at	one	of	the	great	eateries	

on	Hurstmere	Road,	take	a	stroll	to	the	lake	or	the	beach,	or	even	a	bit	of	retail	therapy	at	Shore	City.	Whatever	it	is	you’re	

after,	 it’s	almost	guaranteed	 to	be	satisfied	by	 the	combination	of	 the	Sentinel	and	 its	 remarkable	 location.	The	proximity	

of	Takapuna	to	the	city,	makes	living	in	this	apartment	the	work/play	balance	that	so	many	can	only	dream	of.	This	80sqm	

apartment	with	two	bedrooms	and	two	bathrooms	allows	personal	space	with	lock-up	and	leave	ease	and	soaking	in	the	

afternoon	sun	and	sunsets	over	the	city,	bridge	and	water	views	will	have	you	feeling	like	you’re	on	a	hotel	holiday,	what	a	

treat	to	come	home	to	after	work!	The	Sentinel	is	very	secure	and	has	a	friendly	community	and	concierge	who	will	welcome	

you	like	part	of	the	family.	With	two	secure	tandem	carparks	and	a	storage	locker,	everything	really	is	taken	care	of	when	you	

move	here….	The	only	question	is….	What	date	would	you	like	to	move	in?

TAKAPUNA | premium.co.nz/80160

ALISON PARKER 021 983 533 |  SONIA HEMS 021 0246 1446 

AlisonParker@premium.co.nz | SoniaHems@premium.co.nz

PREMIUM REAL ESTATE LTD LICENSED REA 2008

YOUR FAMILY PARADISE AWAITSEndless joy awaits. Swim throughout the day and night enjoying the spectacular pool area providing you and your family with your very own piece of paradise all year round as you enjoy a magical evening of entertaining and relaxing as you watch the kids run freely on this magical fully fenced 1,211sqm site. Your family will cherish spreading out here as you and your friends enjoy the two fabulous formal and informal living areas and the most spectacular of gourmet kitchens	all	flowing	out	to	the	glorious	grounds.	The	kids	will	all	just	treasure	all	three	of	their	wonderful	bedrooms,	everyone will adore the extraordinarily bathrooms and you will totally be besotted with your beautiful master bedroom suite. Wait no longer, live the dream!

GREENHITHE |  premium.co.nz/80172LEWIS GUY 021 867 355
LewisGuy@premium.co.nzPREMIUM REAL ESTATE LTD LICENSED REA 2008

eBook

At Premium we’re here to help you make 
buying and selling your home as easy as possible. 

We have a fine selection of quality homes, apartments 
and lifestyle properties ready for you to view now!

Call the Premium Team | Selling locally since 1984
premium.co.nz | 916 6000

Check out our 
Premium eBook 
with a fine selection 
of quality properties 
hand-picked for you. 
premium.co.nz/ebook

VIEW | PLEASE CALL FOR AN APPT 
PREMIUM.CO.NZ/80165
PRICE | BY NEGOTIATION

Fluid strong strokes of architecture and structure 
combine with sophisticated living and stunning views. 
Easy to live in low maintenance and immaculate 
presentation with 4 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 2 living 
areas	 with	 great	 separation	 and	 flow	 to	 both	 private	
terrace and sunny outdoor patio. Double garage plus 
ample	off	street	parking	with	boat	park.	Westlake	and	
Campbells Bay School zones.

CASTOR BAY | 49B SEAVIEW ROAD | ARCHITECTURAL DELIGHT

JELENA FREEMAN 021 65 65 63 | 916 6000


