
Blood brothers cut a dash

Former library for sale after three-year delay 

Frightful... The Jefferson brothers, Spencer (6) and Harvey (4), from Milford, relish playing bloody 
ninjas at the popular Bayswater Halloween Trail. Pictures, page 12-13.

The former Takapuna library building at 2 The 
Strand is finally on the market, three years 
after a divisive Devonport-Takapuna Local 
Board decision to sell it. 

Occupying a prime 486sqm freehold site, 
the two-storey 1950s building has a Heritage 
B listing, meaning elements of it will need to 

be retained in any future development. 
It has stood vacant since 2018, having been 

deemed an earthquake risk.
Money from its sale will be returned for 

local use in the former Takapuna Borough 
Council area, council property arm Eke Pa-
nuku has confirmed. 

“We’re staring down the barrel of needing 
to recycle assets,” local-board chair Toni van 
Tonder told the Observer. “The fact this has 
taken so long shows we’ve got a journey on 
our hands.” 

The run down Mary Thomas Centre on 
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Briefs

   From page 1Garden gone
A temporary community garden set up on 
a vacant council site on Huron St, next to 
the Toka Puia carpark, is moving on. The 
site was provided by Auckland Council 
property arm Eke Panuku to community 
members led by Andrew McKenzie 
who hope in time to gain a lease on a 
permanent site. Ideas for this include 
Auburn Reserve or at Anzac St, where a 
guerrilla garden was set up on a vacant 
section several years ago. The parties 
agreed it was time to wind up the trial 
garden, as the shaded site did not attract 
much wider interest. Planter boxes have 
been removed, as have art works from 
a pop-up exhibition. Containers used 
for storage will remain in the short-term.

Bridge blocks boaties
The pedestrian bridge across Wairau 
Estuary from Milford Reserve to Inga 
Rd was stuck in the down position for 
two days last week, forcing the Milford 
Boating Club to warn members that 
taking masted craft out to sea was not 
possible. The bridge is usually upright, 
allowing vessels to come and go from 
the marina, except when pedestrians 
activate a button to lower it. Auckland 
Council told the Observer it was notified 
on Wednesday that the bridge was out of 
action. The cause was a broken variable 
speed drive, with the part replaced and 
the bridge working again on Friday 3 
November.  

Tree limb felled railing
Railing at the entrance to the Patuone 
Walkway from Auburn Reserve was 
damaged when a large branch fell onto it, 
but the walkway remains open and safe 
to use. Auckland Council is assessing the 
cost and time frame for a repair.
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Library building a ‘unique blank canvas’

Gibbons Rd will also be put on the market 
in due course, likely as a site for apartment 
development. 

Community group tenants have been 
moved into nearby offices in the Community 
Services Building next to Takapuna Library, 
with the exception of North Shore Budget 
Service which remains downstairs and is 
looking for a new home. 

Auckland Council budget pressures which 
have cut local board funds have prompted the 
local board to look at further asset sales. But 
it was told recently by Eke Panuku that the 
processes required between a decision to sell 
and any returns being available could take 
two to four years. 

Of four other properties approved for 
sale along with the former library under the 
council’s Covid Emergency Budget triggered 
in 2020, only one sale has been completed. 

This was the former Devonport Borough 
Council building, which fetched $2 million 
which went into general council coffers. 

A strip of land behind Lake Rd shops on 
Blomfield Spa, Takapuna, has just gone on 
the open market having first been offered to 
mana whenua. A section set aside for roading 
at 2 Forrest Hill Rd but not needed is now be-
ing prepared for sale after public consultation.

Eke Panuku told the Observer another 
surplus corridor of land at 24R Linwood Ave, 
leading between homes to Linwood Reserve, 
Forrest Hill, was going through a reserve 
revocation process, with no set timeline.

The proceeds from these remaining sales 
would be returned to the council, not tagged 
for local use, unlike the old library which was 
an endowment for the area.

The library property is being marketed by 
Bayley’s which says the building of about 
583sqm, with a roof deck, is a “unique blank 
canvas” with an excellent frontage. Its zoning 
allows a range of retail, hospitality, office 

and accommodation uses. Bayleys described 
the building as a sought-after refurbishment 
opportunity and said demand was high 
in a transforming Takapuna for A-grade 
commercial tenancies, with several recently 
completed local developments having been 
let at record rental rates. 

Van Tonder said trying to come up with 
solutions to deal with funding shortfalls was 
challenging, and these would worsen with 
a looming council move to equity funding, 
which would reduce allocations to asset-rich 
areas such as the North Shore. 

The board needed to ensure it had the 
money to maintain well-used assets, which 
was why it was reviewing its asset portfolio 
to get a better overall picture of the more than 
100 leases it held. 

The facade and staircase of 2 The Strand 
are believed to be heritage elements that will 
have to be protected in any development. 

An Eke Panuku spokesperson said a 2010 
conservation plan prepared for North Shore  
City Council outlined special features in the 
building. “It mentions the stairwell inside 
and the facade.” However, the plan was not a 
regulatory document, said the spokesperson, 
so the purchaser would need to work with 
council’s regulatory team to determine what 
could be done with the building.

The next big decision the local board must 
make is on the future of the current library. It 
hopes to hear back from Eke Panuku before 
Christmas with an initial opinion on the fea-
sibility of adding another level to the building 
to group all community facilities on one site. 

Building a combined library and commu-
nity hub on Waiwharariki Anzac Square is 
another option, but money for this from the 
council seems unlikely. But proceeds from 
the sale of the Mary Thomas Centre could 
be deployed for this, or another local project. 

The idea of a targeted rate to help the board 
fund a hub was not favoured by residents 
asked as part of Local Board Plan feedback.
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Exceptional Properties | Outstanding Results 

A local golf club has been recognised for 
its ability to engage with the golfing and 
wider community with two accolades at the 
National Golf Awards. 

Pupuke Golf Club was presented with 
the Club of the Year and Event of the Year 
awards at a ceremony last month. 

General manager Matt Owen told the 
Observer that after a tough year of rain 
it felt “very satisfying” for the club to be 
recognised for its achievements. 

Club of the year is given to the club that 
shows an outstanding record of achievement 
encompassing membership, customer ser-
vice, marketing, and community relevance.

Among other initiatives, the club part-
nered with the Centennial Park Bush So-
ciety to identify parts of the course which 
could be utilised in more environmentally 
friendly ways. 

More than 5000 native plants and trees 
have been planted across the course, with 
the aim of not only improving the aesthetics 
of the course but to encourage more native 
birds to visit, Owen said. 

The club has also attracted new players to 
the sport, especially women, with its ‘chip 
and sip nights’ which aim to make learning 
the sport enjoyable. Over an eight-week 
programme, beginners can learn the basics 
and enjoy a drink afterwards. 

Golf operations and marketing manager 
Daniele Lowe said 220 women regularly 
attend the evenings.

Part of the club’s long-term membership 
plan is attracting younger members and it’s 
made an effort to do so by partnering with 
eight local schools to offer free lessons. 

The initiative has been very successful, 
with the club’s junior membership growing 
from 50 two and a half years ago to 115 
today, Lowe said. 

The club has also engaged more with its 
Asian membership by introducing a role 
on its board for a person from the Asian 

community, to communicate happenings 
with members of Asian descent – who 
make up more than a third of the club’s 
total membership. 

This has allowed the members to be more 
engaged with what’s happening at the club 
and make suggestions about what it can do 
to make them feel better represented.

The club now has more Korean food op-
tions on the clubhouse menu and has started 
a ‘Kowi’ (Korean Kiwi) social tournament. 

The club’s ‘Flat Day Out’ won the 
event of the year, which is presented to a 

club which delivers a memorable event or 
activity. 

Pupuke’s Flat Day Out brings together 
golfers and non-golfers of all skill levels 
for a social game with a live DJ, food truck 
and groups playing music out of their own 
portable speakers. 

Lowe said the event is targeted at the 
19-32-year-old demographic to show the 
fun, social elements of the club. 

“We want to show off our social side.
You don’t have to play golf to be a member 
here.” 

Winning combination... (from left) Pupuke Golf Club head 
professional Andy Ivermee, general manager Matthew Owen and 
head of golf operations and marketing Daniele Lowe 

Go-ahead Pupuke Golf Club wins top national awards
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Drainage upgrade coming for problem intersection
The flood-prone main intersection at Castor 
Bay is in for some attention from Water-
care, with pipe upgrades now on its works 
schedule. 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board chair 
Toni van Tonder gave the news to the Castor 
Bay Ratepayers and Residents  Association 
(Cabrra) annual meeting last week, saying 
she had just heard that stormwater-network 
improvements had been given the go-ahead. 

Watercare planned to appoint a design 
consultant within the next few months and 
target construction for early 2025, though it 
might be able to move this forward. 

Planned work will not solve all the area’s 
issues – underlined last summer when the 
intersection of Beach Rd, The Esplanade 
and Castor Bay Rd was impassable – but 
it will reduce the frequency of road and 
property flooding. 

Van Tonder said Watercare had told her 
that upgrades to critical infrastructure in 
poor condition would give protection up to 
about one-in-five-year rainfall events. 

“Due to the very flat grades from there 
to the sea there is little opportunity to 
completely remove flooding through 
infrastructure provision,” a memo from 
Watercare said.  

A single box culvert of 2000x1500mm 
would replace a twin-pipe configuration. 

Watercare said the project would min-

imise health and safety risks by reducing 
road ponding and flooding.

 It would also support growth in the area 
of about two hectares near the proposed pipe 
upgrades, where intensification is occurring.

Van Tonder was unable to give definite 
answers on other local infrastructure issues 
raised at the meeting at Kennedy Park’s 
Observation Post, which was attended by 
around 40 people. 

Auckland Council staff were still unde-
cided on the rebuild of steps from Kennedy 
Park down to the sea, she said. 

A geotechnical assessment was awaited, 
after the lower part of the stairs were washed 
away this year. 

Because this had happened before, re-
placement could not be guaranteed. 

New stairs at Snells Beach had just re-
cently been destroyed in a storm, she said, 
which illustrated the difficulties council was 
facing with coastal assets, severe weather 
events and climate change.

Requests were made from the floor for 
handrails at the stairs at the northern end of 
Castor Bay and another disabled car park by 
the beach, along with a reminder about the 
narrowness and steepness of existing steps. 

Cabrra’s re-elected chair, Hamish Ander-
son, said: “Improved beach access is really 
important. It’s one the association has been 
pushing.” 

New stairs were also wanted near the 
shower above the beach. 

Van Tonder indicated that handrails could 
be looked at for existing steps as an interim 
measure. 

Other priorities for Anderson are Cabrra’s 
campaign for the World War II military 
installations at Kennedy Park to be main-
tained, after many years of neglect, and for 
fewer black flags to be raised about beach 
water quality due to stormwater issues. 

He was heartened some progress had been 
made with board support on Kennedy Park, 
but decisions were yet to be come.     

Van Tonder said quotes for restoring the 
barracks house at 139 Beach Rd looked like-
ly to come in lower than initially expected. 

Despite tight budgets, she said the local 
board’s role was “like influencers” to advo-
cate with council. 

This term’s board had more members 
from the north of its area, including Mel 
Powell, who was at the meeting, and George 
Wood, who had long kept a close eye on 
local matters. 

“They get the area,” she said. 
North Shore ward Auckland Councillor 

Chris Darby also attended and with van 
Tonder was quizzed about Mayor Wayne 
Brown’s local board amalgamation plans. 
Both said the benefits of change needed to 
be established. 

4 2 3

Milford
33 Craig Road

2

Steps To Milford Beach 

Cooper & Co Real Estate Ltd Licensed REAA 2008

For Sale
$3,875,000

View
As advertised or by appointment
harcourts.co.nz/L24370476

Devonport 09 446 2030
Proud Sponsor Of

North Shore Rugby Club

An inviting entry-level property for this sought after beachside location
Four generously sized bedrooms, master with ensuite and walk in robe
Three living areas each seamlessly extending to the outdoors
Low maintenance brick and cedar construction 
Positioned two back from Milford beach and stones throw from the park and playground
In zone for Westlake Boys & Girls and Takapuna Grammar, proximate to Carmel & Rosmini
Vendors committed to relocating out of Auckland
Fabulous opportunity to enhance and add value in the years to come

Marissa Muirhead
021 337 222
marissa.muirhead@harcourts.co.nz

Brooke Barrass
021 131 0566
brooke.barrass@harcourts.co.nz
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Hopes of track deal dwindle as meeting looms

Those who’ve walked the coastal track know 
it highlights a natural experience which is 
unique to Auckland. 

The land in dispute might attract millions 
from a rich-lister, but would add much more 
to our city if developed by the council in 
keeping with the rest of the track. 

How about more seating in volcanic stone 

– like the giant’s chair, but with room for 
groups – to provide a special resting point 
along this unique trail? 

I’m reminded of Cornwall’s famous Mi-
nack amphitheatre, built by hand but now 
showcasing performances-by-the-sea to 
over 200,000 visitors a year.
Greg Waite

LetterLetters to the Editor
We welcome letters on local 

issues that are not overly long. 
Noms-de-plume or unnamed 

submissions will not be printed. 
Email to 

news@rangitoto-observer.co.nz
or post to Rangitoto Observer, 

PO Box 32 275, Devonport

Firth property could offer even more

Hear the real 
sounds of summer

Contact us
Call (09) 475 9849

teresa@teresaburnshearing.co.nz
25 Apollo Drive, Rosedale

teresaburnshearing.co.nz

Visit our NEW 
Rosedeale clinic

Talk to us about these premium hearing 
aids that can provide a comfortable 
listening experience with better access to 
speech - so you can follow conversations 
with ease when you’re out and about this 
summer.

Book an appointment today 
to find out more.

Always read the label and 
follow the instructions.

No talks... Lawyer Alex Witten-
Hannah says the council hasn’t 
been in touch to discuss terms 
for a potential deal

Chances of a deal being struck over access 
to the Takapuna to Milford coastal track 
look slim ahead of an Auckland Council 
committee meeting on the issue at the end 
of the month. 

 Alex Witten-Hannah, lawyer for ben-
eficiaries of the Firth estate – who want a 
heritage listing on a dilapidated cottage on 
valuable land lifted so it can be sold – says 
no one from council has approached him to 
talk terms. This was despite Mayor Wayne 
Brown instructing CEO Phil Wilson to deal 
with the matter after council received a 
petition from the Takapuna Residents As-
sociation signed by 7500 people calling for 
track access to be guaranteed. 

“He said ‘fix it’, but it’s not fixed.” 
Witten-Hannah is adamant the heritage 

listing needs to go, which he says would 
clear the way to settling rates arrears on the 
property, which the public has crossed since 
a council-built bridge washed out in 2011. 

He has this month written to the mayor 
saying if the heritage listing is lifted benefi-
ciaries are willing to gift up to a two-metre-
wide path through the property to guarantee 
track access. 

The offer improves on an earlier offer of 
1.5m, which council staff reported was less 
than the minimum 1.8m required for a track. 
They maintain the proposed easement was 

across rocks at the coastal edge of the prop-
erty, not where the existing track traverses 
the land higher up. 

Council officials say it is for councillors 
to decide whether to negotiate, but Devon-
port-Takapuna Local Board members have 
told staff they want more effort made to 
resolve the situation which has seen access 
to the track blocked by a fence at the Firth 
property since 29 September.   

They say the board has been left out of 

the loop and wants more clarity about the 
dispute when the matter comes before coun-
cil’s planning committee on 30 November. 

Witten-Hannah said he was happy to dis-
cuss with council where a gifted path might 
go. “It could be on the existing track.”  

If a deal was done, the fence could be 
removed in 24 hours.

He has been told by council that its 
heritage team estimates a cost of around 
$40,000 for the council to lift the heritage 
order, but that a heritage expert would have 
to determine that the rationale for it no longer 
applies. Initiating a private plan change 
would cost upwards of $60,000. 

North Shore ward councillor Richard Hills, 
who chairs the planning committee, said 
access issues were complex and dated back 
many years. Precedents and climate change 
needed to be considered for an informal track 
that crosses 71 other private properties. 

The local board resolved last month to 
tell the committee of its strong desire to see 
public track access maintained and to request 
it to investigate options for formalising ac-
cess across its Takapuna-to-Milford length. 

The board also asked staff to explore with 
Te Araroa Trust and the Outdoor Access 
Commission what support they might be 
able to provide to the track, which is part of 
the national Te Araroa Trail. 
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Congratulations to the winners  Congratulations to the winners  
of the 2023 Taste of Takapuna  of the 2023 Taste of Takapuna  

People’s Choice Awards!People’s Choice Awards!
It was our great pleasure to announce the winners of our recent 
People’s Choice Awards, where members of the community were 
given the opportunity to cast their votes for their favourite places to 
eat and drink in Takapuna. We had a record number of votes this year, 
with almost every hospitality business being voted for. 
Thank you to all of those in the community that took the time to vote! 
We can’t wait to bring it back next October and do it all again.

If you haven’t visited these businesses, now’s the time!  
Head in to each of these amazing places to eat and drink in Takapuna  

and check out what all the fuss is about! You can also find a full  
list of places to eat and drink in Takapuna on our website:  

ilovetakapuna.co.nz

Best Café:
•  Runner Up (3) – Takapuna Beach Café
•  Runner Up (2) – JAM Café

Best DRINKS:
•  Runner Up (3) – Taylors on Hurstmere
•  Runner Up (2) – Gong Cha

Best RESTAURANT:
•  Runner Up (3) – Nanam
•  Runner Up (2) – Tokyo Bay

Best SWEET TREAT:
•  Runner Up (3) – Glory Patissiere
•  Runner Up (2) – Domo Bakery

Best TAKEAWAY:
•  Runner Up (3) – Burger Fuel
•  Runner Up (2) – DoDo Sushi

Best COFFEE:
•  Runner Up (3) – Starbucks
•  Runner Up (2) – Takapuna Beach Cafe

WINNER: HONEY CAFÉWINNER: HONEY CAFÉ

WINNER: REGATTA  WINNER: REGATTA  
BAR & EATERYBAR & EATERY

WINNER: TOK TOKWINNER: TOK TOK

WINNER: DUCK ISLANDWINNER: DUCK ISLAND

WINNER: FLYING HORSE WINNER: FLYING HORSE 
TakeawayTakeaway

WINNER: JAM CAFÉWINNER: JAM CAFÉ
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Beloved Lake Rd takeaway flies off with another prize

Family affair... Joanna Seto (centre) with parents Joyce and Joe who 
built the Flying Horse into a winning institution. Below: Duck Island 
manager Kyla Diamante celebrates with a “fairy bread” cone.

The Flying Horse takeaway has become the 
first hospitality venue to claim a three-peat 
in the annual Taste of Takapuna People’s 
Choice Awards. 

The family-run Chinese eatery on Lake Rd 
was a popular winner of the best takeaway 
category in the awards, announced last week, 
which are organised by the Takapuna Beach 
Business Association (TBBA). 

Delighted Joanna Seto – who began help-
ing her parents in the kitchen as a child more 
than 20 years ago – puts the Flying Horse’s 
success down to “just being community based 
and listening to customers”.

It won the same award in 2021 and 2022. 
Seto took over the day-to-day running of 

the business from her proud parents, Joyce 
and Joe. “I’ve been cooking for 40 years,” 
Joe told the Observer. The Setos bought the 
business nearly two decades ago, from friends 
who founded it in 1977. 

Regulars who love their old favourites 
are a big part of its success, says Joanna, but 
she has been quietly updating the operation, 
adding a delivery service and enhanced use 
of technology. 

An electronic self-ordering screen fazes 
some customers, but the over-the-counter 
service will continue, she says. “The biggest 
thing will be to not change the essence of 
Flying Horse, just improve the customer 
experience,” she says. 

Two other businesses clocked up con-
secutive wins in the awards, which were 
presented at a well-attended function in the 
Elephant Wrestler bar. Honey was named best 
cafe, and Regatta Bar and Eatery recognised 
for having best drinks, following the same 
success in 2022. 

More than 1100 people voted in the 
awards, with 132 different hospitality busi-
nesses in Takapuna gaining support. 

TBBA chief executive Terence Harpur 
says: “It’s great recognition for the fantastic 
food and drinks the businesses offer and the 

range of hospitality options in Takapuna.”
Harpur says voting was up on last year and 

it was great to see the public support for their 
favourites across six categories.  

The tightest competition was for best 
coffee, Harpur says, with 35 cafes and res-
taurants gaining votes and margins between 
top placegetters very close. 

Another notable category was for best 
sweet treat, with the top three place-getters 
all newcomers to Takapuna.  

The winner, Duck Island, opened its ice-
cream parlour a year ago. It beat a patisserie 
and a bakery, both of which have only been 
open for a few months. 

Duck Island manager Nick Gallagher 
spoke for many when he told the Observer 
a good summer would be a further boost for 
business. 

         MILFORD       121 Kitchener Road       09 972 2354Shop online   -   www.mikkoshoes.nz
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GIVE A 
BIT OF
GREEN

Help fill our new hospital on the North Shore  
with a beautiful indoor Healing Garden. 

Scan  
QR code  
to donate

Proudly supported by

GIVE A BIT OF GREEN 
TO OUR NEW HOSPITAL AND HELP NATURE HELP US

Donate today at
giveabitofgreen.co.nz

Proudly supported by

Residents give up battle against Amaia expansion
The final hurdle has been cleared for a plan 
change that will see the Amaia development 
on Esmonde Rd upsize to 16 storeys. 

No appeals have been lodged against a 
hearing panel’s decision to allow a massive 
upscaling of the development on the old 
Harbourside Church site.  

Residents remained unhappy with the 
expanded plans but had little hope that the 
decision could be overturned. 

The Takapuna Residents Association 
(TRA) is among 58 original submitters 
against the plans who have opted not to take 
the case further. Citing the time and resources 
required for an ongoing challenge, chair Ste-
ven Salt expressed disappointment that the 
objections it raised to the expansion hadn’t 
been given more consideration.

These included concerns about the height 
and imposition on the skyline. Traffic 
impacts on Esmonde Rd also remained a 
concern, he said. 

But after considering an appeal and the 
need to call in experts, the TRA committee 
decided it should focus on town-centre 
issues and threats to the Takapuna-Milford 
coastal track.

Bridget Thrussell, who lives in Spencer 
Tce, just across an inlet from the develop-
ment site, said she felt the odds were stacked 
against individuals up against expert witness-
es called by developers in planning hearings. 

Having previously given evidence to the 
Independent Hearings Panel which went on 

to approve developer KBS Capital’s plans, 
she decided against paying $600 to lodge an 
appeal to the Environment Court.

Thrussell told the Observer that expert 
witnesses took a narrow focus, but the 
overall impact on the community was being 
overlooked. 

A family down the road from her, with a 
daughter bedridden from long Covid, was 
moving out soon. “She was finding the noise 
disturbing.” 

Other neighbours were unhappy, fearing as 
she did that their properties would be shad-
ed in the evenings. Others were concerned 
about Amaia residents parking on streets off 
Esmonde Rd. 

The hearings panel found in a decision 
issued two months ago that these impacts 
would be within acceptable parameters. 

Another Hauraki resident, Steven Arthur, 
said awareness of the upsizing was limited, 
which in turn had limited opposition to it.

The traffic impacts on commuters would 
be felt across the wider Devonport peninsula 
and Takapuna areas, yet council had ensured 
notification of the project was limited to 
nearby residents, he said.

Taller buildings were appropriate in the 
town centre, but not at the Amaia location.

“This complex will be a landmark for all 
the wrong reasons.”

Salt noted that even a council planner had 
submitted to the panel that the development 
should be capped at 12 storeys, which is up 

from the seven storeys originally consented. 
New blocks added to the original plan will 
see more construction peaking at the centre 
of the site. 

“There was a lot of sliding back on some 
of the positive community things that would 
come out of it, with walkways,”  said Salt. 

Developers are still advertising the site 
with images of its original plans, featuring 
smaller buildings, a boardwalk around the 
base of the site and a connecting Esmonde 
Rd to Francis St pathway. 

The  boardwalk will now run around the 
top of the site, the developers have agreed. 
This reduces some environmental impacts  
expressed earlier by the likes of Forest and 
Bird which is also not further objecting. 

Lack of council funds has ended any early 
hopes of the connecting pathway being built, 
to join up with the Devonport peninsula 
green way. 

Thrussell said prospective Amaia residents 
were now facing a much more cramped and 
less permeable site. 

With public funds not available to build 
the Francis St-Esmonde Rd connection, they 
would be cut off from the wider Hauraki 
community and easy pedestrian access to its 
primary school.

Since a large slip at the rear of the site 
after last summer’s adverse weather and the 
development’s upsizing being approved, 
Thrussell said she was more worried about 
sedimentation and stormwater issues.
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Limited numbers - bookings are essentialLimited numbers - bookings are essential
To book: info@navymuseum.co.nz or T: 09 446 1824To book: info@navymuseum.co.nz or T: 09 446 1824

RESEARCHING YOUR 
FAMILY HISTORY 

Part 2 workshop - take your family history research Part 2 workshop - take your family history research 
further  with Auckland Libraries further  with Auckland Libraries 

famifamily histories expert Seonaid (Shona) Harvey.

Navy Museum Navy Museum 
64 King Edward Parade , Devonport 64 King Edward Parade , Devonport 

Thursday 16 November, 10am - 2pmThursday 16 November, 10am - 2pm
Cost: $5pp Cost: $5pp 

Slice of history... Olivia Spooner’s 
new novel shines a light on the 
evacuation of children from the 
UK during World War II

Wartime evacuation inspires novel Final result cuts 
MP’s vote share  

but widens majority 
MP Simon Watts’ share of the North Shore 
electorate vote fell slightly, from 61.9 to 
60.6 per cent, after the counting of special 
votes.  

But his margin over the second-placed 
candidate, Labour’s George Hampton, rose 
by 3230 to 16,330, well in excess of his 3734 
majority over Labour’s Romy Udanga in 
2020 and his predecessor Maggie Barry’s 
margin of 12,716 in 2017. 

Watts received 24,892 votes and Hampton 
8562 votes.

In the North Shore party vote, both Na-
tional and Labour’s share fell slightly from 
election night on 14 October, to 50.79 and 
17.65 per cent respectively. 

The ranking of candidates in the seat was 
unchanged in the final count.

Pat Baskett for the Greens was third, 
with 3663 votes, despite not seeming to 
campaign locally, coming in ahead of Act’s 
Anna Yallop on 2061 and Top’s Abe Gray 
with 1229.

In the party vote, the Green Party was 
third with 4851 votes, nudging ahead of Act 
(4540), which was third on election night. 

NZ First (1604) and Top (1055) were 
the next highest vote-getters in the seat, 
with New Zealand Loyal (209), Te Pāti 
Māori (207), NewZeal (133) and Aotearoa 
Legalise Cannabis Party (111) also winning 
support in three figures. 

In Te Tai Tokerau, the Māori seat cov-
ering North Shore, sitting Labour MP and 
deputy party leader Kelvin Davis had his 
election-night majority of 487 flipped by Te 
Pāti Māori’s Mariameno Kapa-Kingi, who 
took the seat by 517 votes. 

Davis, who had held the seat since 2014, 
will stay in Parliament as a list MP.      

A local bookstore owner and author’s first 
historical novel, 12 years in the making, uses 
a semi-fictional narrative to put a spotlight on 
a little-known episode during World War II. 

Set in 1940, Olivia Spooner’s The Girl 
from London follows Ruth, a young school 
teacher who volunteers as an escort helping 
to evacuate children from war-torn England 
to Australia and New Zealand.

On a perilous voyage, Ruth forms close 
bonds with Fergus, one of the children she’s 
escorting, and Bobby, a fellow volunteer. 

Chaos continues on their return voyage, 
when  their ship is attacked and sunk by Ger-
man raiders, with the surviving passengers 
being taken as prisoners of war. 

The story is told in two timelines, one in 
1940 and one in contemporary times, follow-
ing Fergus’s granddaughter, Hazel, going on 
her OE with a book from her grandfather that 
will reveal Ruth’s story.

“The idea in my mind is that as she’s 
crossing one way, Ruth the character in the 
historical story is crossing this way, so they’re 
crossing paths and Hazel is learning about 
Ruth’s journey as she heads to England,” 
Spooner said.  

The inspiration for the novel first came to 
her over a decade ago when she was browsing 
the shelves at Devonport Library and read 
of the MS Rangitane, the ship that carries 
the characters in her book on their ill-fated 
return voyage. 

Reading about the history of the passenger 
liner and its role bringing children from the 
UK led to more research about those who 
escorted the children. 

Spooner, who owns The Booklover book-
store in Milford, said she felt their stories 
needed to be shared. 

“I just thought that’s a remarkable story 
that I don’t know many New Zealanders 
know.” 

Spooner didn’t feel comfortable about her 
ability to do the story justice at the time, but 

after attaining a Masters in Creative Writing 
at Auckland University of Technology, and 
thoroughly researching the topic she began 
writing the novel three years ago. 

Her protagonist, Ruth, is based on a 
combination of different escorts Spooner re-
searched, but many real historical figures are 
sprinkled throughout the story as characters. 

Writing has been a lifelong interest for 
Spooner, but one that took a back seat during 
her 15 years working as a pharmacist. 

On deciding it was time to pursue her 
passions, she bought The Booklover four and 
a half years ago. 

“I stopped working as a pharmacist, was 
a full-time mum for a few years and once 
my youngest was in primary school I had a 
chance to pursue a new career.” 
•  The Girl from London officially launches 
on 14 November at The Booklover and on 
15 November at Devonport Library. 
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WHERE SKIN SMART STARTS

Dermatologist, Dr David Lim
www.skintel.co.nz  0800 SKINTEL

Affiliated providers of:

Feel con�dent this summer,
book in for a skin check! 

Shore schools honour top student athletes           for 2023    

Mateo Roa –  
Rosmini College

Rosmini College has selected Mateo Roa as 
its senior sportsperson of the year. He has 
excelled in both beach and indoor volleyball, 
being selected for the national under-19 in-
door team, and under-19 and under-21 teams 
for beach volleyball. 

Mateo and his doubles partner Liam 
Campbell-Mauafu finished second at the Sec-
ondary School Beach Volleyball Nationals. 

He later captained the school’s premier 
indoor team to third place at the Auckland 
champs and the school’s best-ever result of 
11th at the national championships. 

Mateo has also played a key role in the 
school’s first XI football team. 

Next year, he is moving to the Gold Coast 
where he will study at Griffith University, 
and looking to continue his beach volleyball 
career.

Zoe Crawford –  
Westlake Girls High School
For the second year in a row Zoe Crawford 
is Westlake Girls High School senior sports-
person of the year. Zoe has been selected for 
the New Zealand Surf Life Saving Black Fins 
team, which will to compete later this month at 
the German Cup, an international pool-rescue 
event in Germany.

At this year’s Australian Surf Life Saving 
Championships, she won five gold medals 
and seven silver medals, while also setting a 
new junior record in the 100m mannikin tow. 
She broke four New Zealand under-19 records 
and two Australian records at the same event. 

Year-13 Zoe won two silver and two 
bronze medals at the New Zealand Secondary 
Schools Swimming Champs, and also co-cap-
tained the school’s premier hockey team, 
which won the Auckland champs for the first 
time since 2015 and came third at nationals.

James Cameron – 
Westlake Boys High School
James Cameron has been selected as Westlake 
Boys sportsman of the year. 

The Year 13 student captained the school’s 
first XV to its most successful year in history. 

The side won the Blues area title, got to the 
final of the national final four competition and 
claimed the Moascar Cup in the process. 

James, who plays at centre, performed 
excellently in all of Westlake’s big matches 
throughout the season and as a result was 
selected as vice-captain of the New Zealand 
Secondary Schools team that toured Australia a 
month ago, winning both fixtures. He was this 
year invited to be part of a Junior Crusaders 
training camp.  He is also a part of Westlake’s 
touch rugby team which won the Auckland 
title in term one and will go on to compete at 
nationals in Rotorua in December. Next year 
he will go to the Crusaders Academy. 
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Shore schools honour top student athletes           for 2023    

Lani Rawle –  
Carmel College

Carmel’s senior sportswoman of the year 
is Lani Rawle, due to her achievements in 
sports including netball, touch, and vol-
leyball. 

She captains the school’s Senior 1 netball, 
touch and volleyball teams. 

At North Harbour representative level, she 
played in teams placed fourth in the under-18 
Girls Touch Nationals tournament, first in the 
mixed grade at Touch Nationals and first at  
the under-18 Volleyball Nationals. 

Individually, Lani was named in the 
Auckland Volleyball Championships team of 
the tournament and the New Zealand junior 
women’s volleyball squad. 

Outside of her playing commitments, Lani 
is currently co-coaching the Carmel Junior 
B volleyball team and year seven and eight 
touch team.

GERRY PETRIE  021 923 352                                                         
GerryPetrie@premium.co.nz                                                     

Experience and 
Success Count

For a Top Price call 
me now!

PREMIUM REAL ESTATE LICENSED REAA 2008 | 916 6000

Legislation to clear the way for commercial 
use of the heritage Bayswater Boating Club 
building will go before Parliament this year. 

North Shore MP Simon Watts has secured 
first slot on the first Members’ Day to be held 
when Parliament begins its term under the 
new government. 

“It will be the first piece of legislation to 
be read,” he told the Observer. 

Members’ Days are when bills sponsored 
by MPs come before the House. Though 
the date for the first under the new govern-
ment is yet to be set, Watts said it would be 
pre-Christmas. 

The aim of a change to legislation from 
the 1920s is to give the building’s owner, 
the Takapuna Boating Club, the right to 
lease parts for other than boating purposes. 
It is keen to generate income to maintain the 
building, by adding new tenants. 

Watts agreed to take up the club’s case 
soon after first winning election to Parlia-
ment in 2020. 

After Devonport-Takapuna Local Board 
backing, support was finally secured this 
year from Auckland Council also, paving 
the way for Watts to push the matter on at 
Parliament.  

Parliament to look at boat-club law  

AT go slow on updating speed sign
A 50km/h speed sign on the corner of Hurst-
mere Rd and Anzac St is baffling locals, 
sitting as it does in the middle of Auckland 
Transport’s 30km/h Takapuna town-centre 
safe-speeds zone. 

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board mem-
ber George Wood (pictured below) has asked 

AT why it is there, but is yet to receive an 
answer. The zone, set up in March, stretches 
north up Hurstmere Rd, beyond Killarney St. 

Wood has previously expressed safety 
concerns about the town centre stretch of 
Hurstmere Rd, where a cycle lane goes 
against one-way traffic. 
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More than 3000 North Shore 
fun seekers descended 

on Bayswater for the 
annual Halloween Trail. 
The Lake House Arts 

Centre in Takapuna also 
put on a spooky weekend 
community event attended 
by around 500 people in the 

lead-up to Halloween. 
On the showery evening 

of 31 October itself, many 
local neighbourhoods were 

taken over by cleverly 
costumed trick and treaters, 
including some on four legs. 

In their quest for sugary 
bounty, youngsters sought 

out the growing number 
of houses decorated to be 

ghoul-friendly.

Halloween events inspire creative costumes          and horrible hordes of creepy characters

Nice’n’Nasty... Hauraki residents (standing, from left) Henry Ryder,  
Keanu Anesi, Kash Baskerville and Thomas Allen and (front) Makaia 
Anesi, channelling comic-book and movie character Harley Quinn

Knows the drill... ‘Bob the builder’ 
aka Evan Wichmann (3) and dad 
Daniel came from Takapuna

Costumed canines... Jo Counsell at the Takapuna Methodist Church 
on Lake Rd with local collie dogs that have an annual Halloween date 
as crowd-pleasers at the corner site 
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Halloween events inspire creative costumes          and horrible hordes of creepy characters

Wigging out... Hauraki’s Marek 
Harranek (5) tries a plate-
spinning game

Mummy’s the word... (from left) Bruno Stevens, his costumed brother 
Oliver and mother Beata Stevens, from Takapuna 

Devilish fun... Devonport-Takapuna Local Board chair Toni van Tonder (right, in white) emerged from 
a Halloween Eve dunking to encourage Devonport Car Company owner Lewis Rowe to go through the 
same ordeal at the Boo at the Beach event held at Narrow Neck. Organiser Anni Dowden-Jones (left) 
urged him on. Public donations for going through with the dare were collected for Kai 4 Communities
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Health warning... (from left) Giselle MacCulloch, Mikayla Burvill-Brown and Xavier Wakelin with their 
project about the harms of vaping

Under investigation: Intermediate students dig deep  
Year eight students at Takapuna Normal In-
termediate School recently concluded a deep 
dive into research topics of their choosing, 
many of them opting to explore pressing 
issues faced by their own generation. 

Their eight-week investigations, the final 
task of the school’s International Baccalau-
reate (IB) primary years programme (PYP), 
culminated in an exhibition day at which they 
presented their findings.

PYP coordinator Courtney Dixon said the 
projects encouraged the students to apply 
their learning in a real-life context which 
helped broaden the ways they took in and 
processed information. It also helped with 
collaboration as they are not put in groups 
with their friends but with other students with 
the same interests.

  Kaveesh Saluja, Joy Cheng and Aron 
Chong have all experienced racism directed 
towards them personally, which inspired 
the group to investigate the issue. They 
researched why people can be racist, what 
different types of racism look like and how 
it’s changed but not gone away over time.  

Giselle MacCulloch, Mikayla Burvi-
ll-Brown and Xavier Wakelin said their wor-
ries about their generation getting addicted to 
vaping led them to choose that as their topic. 

Xavier told the Observer they wanted to 
raise awareness about the mental and physical 
health impacts of vaping.

Mikayla said she was surprised to find out 
that the flavours, colours and blinking lights 
of the devices also play into the addictiveness, 
not just the nicotine. 

Takapuna Normal Intermediate has been an 
official PYP IB school since 2013. 

Personal knowledge... (from left) Kaveesh Saluja, Joy Cheng and Aron 
Chong researched racism, which all have experienced

Consumer culture... (from left) Anne Nagafuchi, Rebecca Xie and 
Hunter Lock with their presentation on over consumption
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premium.co.nz |  F ine Homes |  F ine Apartments |  F ine Li festyles
PREMIUM REAL ESTATE LTD LICENSED REAA 2008 | 916 6000

Est.1984

TAKAPUNA | 6 ARTHUR CRESCENT
“Arthur Manor” 

This grand four bedroom home originally built in the 1950’s with a grand manor look and feel 
has undergone significant renovations bringing the home into the modern world and is beautifully 
positioned on a 741sqm (approx) freehold section at the end of a quiet cul-de sac. Just a short stroll 
to beautiful Takapuna Beach, this fabulously designed residence has elegant street appeal with a 
welcoming entrance and charming landscaped lawns and gardens. There is a sensational gourmet 
entertainer’s kitchen complete with a spacious island, plenty of storage and a scullery. Gracious 
character filled formal living and dining areas flow effortlessly to stunning private elevated outdoor 
areas and a cozy second lounge with gas fire on the ground floor. There are elevated sea views 
back to Takapuna beach and Hauraki Gulf. Comprising 4 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms, multiple living 
spaces, spacious double garaging and plenty of off street parking. 

ROBERT MILNE 022 0112 494  
RobertMilne@premium.co.nz
TAKAPUNA 916 6000

RICHARD MILNE 021 770 611  
RichardMilne@premium.co.nz
TAKAPUNA 916 6000

premium.co.nz/80459 
VIEW | PHONE FOR VIEWING TIMES    
EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST | 7 DECEMBER 2023 AT 4 PM UNLESS SOLD PRIOR
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premium.co.nz |  F ine Homes |  F ine Apartments |  F ine Li festyles
PREMIUM REAL ESTATE LTD LICENSED REAA 2008 | 916 6000

Est.1984

HIBISCUS COAST | 254 WADE RIVER ROAD
FAIRYTALE WATERFRONT HIDEAWAY

Dreaming of waterfront? Need to escape the rat race? Come and see this absolutely private 
waterfront position hovering over 1,112sqm (approx) of lush, landscaped bush. Meandering 
pathways lead down to your own large deck right on the water where you can anchor your 
boat and keep an eye on it right out front, catch a snapper for dinner and enjoy this unique 
and special location. The view here is immediate, intimate and ever changing - just wait for the 
horses to head down here to run at low tide - that is a sight to behold.

JELENA FREEMAN 021 65 65 63  
JelenaFreeman@premium.co.nz

premium.co.nz/80468  VIEW | SUN 11 - 11.40 AM OR BY APPOINTMENT 
AUCTION | 23 NOVEMBER 2023 AT 6 PM UNLESS SOLD PRIOR

premium.co.nz/80409 
VIEW | SUN 12.30 - 1.15 PM OR BY APPT  
EOI | 29 NOV 2023 AT 4 PM UNLESS SOLD PRIOR 
 

ALISON PARKER 021 261 8231 | TAKAPUNA 916 6000

GREENHITHE 
19 KINGFISHER GROVE 
TRANQUILITY MANSION - OLDE GREENHITHE
Your Tranquil Oasis in Greenhithe’s Most Exclusive Street! 
Discover the epitome of luxurious living in this 4/5 bedroom 
classic modern mansion, only four years old and nestled 
on Greenhithe’s prestigious Kingfisher Grove. Embrace the 
serenity of parklike surroundings where nature becomes your 
neighbour. Enjoy the sounds of native birdlife to rejuvenate 
your soul. Private heated pool & spa complex with outdoor 
BBQ Kitchen and louvretec loggia

BOUNDARY INDICATIOVE ONLY 

Sport

Takapuna FC youth side  
does well

Takapuna Football Club’s under-19 side 
made club history at the national youth 
championships in Napier, making the 
top eight of the second division for the 
first time. 

The side got off to a tough start at the 
tournament over Labour Weekend, losing 

to Nelson Suburbs 3-1 but bounced back 
to beat Otumoetai 3-2. They then got past 
Taradale 2-0, Whanganui 1-0 and Manure-
wa 1-0 to progress to the knockout rounds. 

In the quarter finals they took on  local 
rivals North Shore United, going down 
1-0. 

Support your paper  
for the price of  
a cup of coffee.

Go to rangitoto-observer.co.nz 
and click on ‘Become a supporter’  

at the top of the page.
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CHARTERED 
ACCOUNTANT

We require a senior accountant for 
our chartered accountancy practice in 
Devonport on Auckland’s North Shore.

The applicant must be a member of the 
Institute of Chartered Accounts of Aus-
tralia & New Zealand and have sufficient

experience to independently manage a 
large portion of the practice fees.

Please send your C.V. to  
The director at admin@kerrca.co.nz

OFFICE ADMINISTRATION 
/RECEPTIONIST

We require an office administrator/
receptionist for our chartered account-
ancy practice in Devonport on Auckland’s 
North Shore.
Duties would include all the usual office 
functions plus the management and 
maintenance of practice clients and their 
relationship with IRD, Companies Office 
and ACC.
Previous CA office experience is pre-
ferred but not essential. Hours of work 
are 9.00am to 3.00pm

Please send your C.V. to  
The director at admin@kerrca.co.nz

Live local. Work local.  
ShoreJobs.co.nz

Takapuna quick smashes Shore in season opener 
Sport

Golden glow to Pupuke paddling

Takapuna Cricket Club’s premier side has 
had a cracking start to the season, blitzing 
North Shore, with strike bowler Ross ter 
Braak setting what is believed to be a club 
record. 

Ter Braak took 8/17 in the first innings of 
the Hedley Howarth Trophy two-day match 
and 12 wickets in the game. 

Coach Neil Fletcher said that an 
eight-wicket bag had been achieved before, 
but he couldn’t recall one with only 17 runs 
conceded. 

Ter Braak, who has played premier club 
cricket for around seven seasons since leav-
ing Westlake Boys High School, has given 
a major boost to the Takapuna line up this 
season, after only playing a couple of games 
last season, when he was contracted to the 
Auckland Aces. 

The left-arm quick bowler was not con-
tracted for 2023-2024 “and we hope to see 
much more of him this season, unless he is 
called up for Auckland again,” Fletcher said. 

Takapuna declared after scoring 293 for 
nine wickets. North Shore scored 145 and 
65, giving Takapuna the outright win and 
second place on the points table. 

“It’s a great start to the season…we haven’t 
started that well in recent years, so it’s great 
to get some momentum,” Fletcher said.

Takapuna has also been bolstered by 
the return of veteran Greg Johnson, who is 

opening the batting. Johnson was a prominent 
premier player a decade ago and has made 
a comeback in the hope of making the New 
Zealand over-40s side, which will compete in 
a World Cup in South Africa in March 2024. 

“He’s fit and seeing the ball pretty well,” 
Fletcher said.

Michael Sclanders, who is captain of the 
two-day side this season, is another player 
to watch.
• Takapuna’s second match of the season, 
playing away against Parnell, began last 
Saturday, with Parnell scoring a formidable 
340 runs. The match resumes tomorrow, 11 
November.

In top form... left-armer  
Ross ter Braak in action for 
Takapuna against North Shore

Shore thing... Westlake Boys High School students turned out in 
North Shore Rowing Club colours at two big regattas on Lake Pupuke 
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Crews from Westlake Boys and Girls High 
Schools started their season with a state-
ment, winning 15 division, one rowing titles 
between them, at big regattas held on Lake 
Pupuke last weekend.

Racing in the Bennett Shield Regatta took 
place on Saturday, with the Eric Verdonk 
Memorial Regatta the next day. Because the 
events were club regattas the students raced 
in North Shore Rowing Club’s colours, the 
club both schools are joined to. 

The boys won six gold medals on day one, 
shining in racing in the eights, with success 
in the under-15, U16, U17, U18 and men’s 
novice coxed races, and also winning the 
U18 coxed quad sculls. The next day, wins 
came in the U17 double sculls, U17 coxed 

quad sculls and U17 coxless pair oars. 
Westlake girls crews won the U17 and 

U18 coxed four titles, along with the U18 
coxed eight race at the Bennett regatta. Then 
the U17 coxed quad sculls and the U17 and 
U18 coxless pair oars at the Verdonk regatta. 

Westlake Boys rowing coach Jo Shotter 
said it was a “quite good” way to focus into 
more races ahead.   Chief among these was 
the Christmas Regatta at Lake Karapiro,  
which drew top Australasian schools.  

“That’s where we send out our best 
crews,” said Shotter.

Both Westlakes also won division two 
races, witih the boys claiming three golds 
and the girls two. Silver and bronze medals 
secured in both divisions added to the tally.
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Transport junction... Rival factions meet on common ground in this photograph taken at Belmont in 
1927, showing (left) one of the Devonport Ferry Company’s cars approaching up Lake Rd from Victoria 
Rd and meeting the opposition buses (right and far right) of Mr. A. H. Smith and the Takapuna Tramways 
and Ferry Company coming out of King Edward Ave (renamed Bayswater Ave in 1997). Tramlines in the 
foreground of the road show the other means of transport then leading north to Takapuna.

When trams served Takapuna – and split opinion
Heritage librarian Derek R. Whaley backgrounds a slice of local history

Thursday, 22 December, 1910, was a mon-
umental day in the history of Takapuna. The 
long-awaited tramway from Bayswater to 
Takapuna opened to the public, heralding 
an era of growth and prosperity for the area 
around Lake Pupuke.

Within a year, the integrated tramway and 
ferry system was already a great success.

Henry Hopper Adams, shareholder in the 
company and Waitemata County Councillor, 
had felt that it was best for the county to own 
the transportation system.

After two polls came out in favour of 
purchase, the county council requested per-
mission from the government to take over 
the system. Unfortunately, the government 
ruled that a county could not operate its own 
ferry service.

Residents took the matter into their own 
hands when, on 1 July 1913, they established 
the Borough of Takapuna. Curiously, Ewen 
Alison, owner of the rival Devonport Steam 
Ferry Company, was elected mayor, thereby 
shelving any plans for the borough to buy the 
tramway system.

But in July 1914, William Blomfield, tram-

way director and shareholder, became mayor. 
The council soon approached the Takapuna 
Tramways & Ferry Company’s board of 
directors and expressed a desire to buy the 
system. They offered reasonable terms with 
Blomfield playing both sides in negotiations.

The company was no longer interested. 
They had finally paid off their debts and saw 
endless profit on the horizon. Why sell out at 
the peak of their success?

Almost the same week that the company 
rejected the borough’s offer, New Zealand 
entered the Great War. The economy shifted 
to a war footing and ambitious plans were set 
aside. Meanwhile, Paul Hansen, guiding light 
of the tramway, was arrested as a resident 
alien and interred until 1919.

Blomfield was unfazed. In 1916, 1917, 
1919, and 1920, he tried and failed to arrange 
a borough purchase of the system. 

However, the network’s failings angered 
the public and led to a drop in property 
values. As a result, in 1919, the Takapuna 
Ratepayers’ and Residents’ Association 
formed to protest the tramway’s monopoly 
on borough transportation. The organisation 

forced Blomfield out of office in 1921. 
For the following two years, public 

transportation in Takapuna languished. A 
half-hearted attempt in 1923 for the borough 
to buy the system went nowhere. Finally, in 
February 1926, the borough council made 
one last attempt to buy the aging system. 

The rise of motor bus services, the in-
creased use of private automobiles, and 
the failure to electrify the tramway all con-
tributed to a public battle over whether the 
tramway should be bought by the council.

The matter was to go to a vote but instead 
went to the courts. The company’s debt hold-
ers finally gave up and sold everything to the 
Devonport Steam Ferry Company. The last 
trams ran on 26 April 1927. The next day, the 
electorate voted overwhelmingly in favour of 
the anti-tram party.
• Check out the exhibition The Tramway that 
Made Takapuna on Level 2 of the Central 
City Library, and join Derek R. Whaley in the 
Whare Wānanga on Wednesday 15 Novem-
ber at noon as he discusses the complicated 
history behind construction of this historic 
transportation system.

Limited numbers - bookings essentialLimited numbers - bookings essential
To book: info@navymuseum.co.nz or T: 09 446 1824To book: info@navymuseum.co.nz or T: 09 446 1824

SEW A POCKET PACKER 
Make a Pocket Packer to store all your sewing bits. Make a Pocket Packer to store all your sewing bits. 

Led by quilting expert Valmae Garner - materials provided. Led by quilting expert Valmae Garner - materials provided. 

Navy Museum
64 King Edward Parade, Devonport

Saturday 18 November, 10am - 4pm
$85 includes pattern

PlePlease note: You’ll need basic sewing skills and your ase note: You’ll need basic sewing skills and your 
own sewing machine. Suitable for adults only.own sewing machine. Suitable for adults only.
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Light rail to the Shore will be one of the key 
items on the agenda when Auckland Council 
meets with the new government when it is 
formed. 

“The time of election rhetoric is now over,” 
said  Chris Darby, Auckland Councillor for 
the North Shore. 

 “I expect the new government will not 
want to throw out the enormous value of IP 
developed in support of light rail,” he says.

 The new Minister of Transport will receive 
a briefing as an incoming minister that will 
cover both the Waitematā Harbour Connec-
tions and Auckland Light Rail programmes.

Darby and fellow North Shore councillor 
Richard Hills have for many years focused  
on promoting rapid transit (rail or light rail) 
“against a background where the uninformed 
assumption was that a road crossing was the 
only crossing”, Darby said. “Our secondary 
focus was to then have Takapuna and the 
city centre connected by that rapid-transit 
solution and to resolve the final missing links, 
walking and biking across the harbour.”

The preferred option released early this 
year had light rail floating to the top as 
the rapid-transit solution for the Shore, 
something 75 per cent of respondents to the 
public-feedback process considered ‘most 
important’. 

“The outstanding question to be addressed 
in the [indicative business case], to be com-
pleted in early 2024, is the priority and timing 

of each mode and route definition, Darby 
said. “Light rail to the Shore does not sit in 
isolation though,” he said.

 It forms part of a three-pronged light rail 
network (City-centre to Mangere, City-centre 
to North West and City-centre to the Shore) 
that further integrates with heavy rail, rapid 
bus, ferries and the wider bus network. 

With the incoming government signalling 
the demise of City-centre to Mangere light 
rail, they are inadvertently pulling the plug 
on light rail to the Shore. 

“All three routes are inextricably linked.”
Darby said that if a new minister allowed 

the business case to be completed, “I don’t 
doubt that it will show rapid transit light rail 
as the priority mode for delivery. 

“We know the runaway success of the 

Northern Busway faces insurmountable 
capacity issues in the early 2030s. 

“We cannot sit on our hands for too much 
longer. The busway is doing the heavy 
lifting when it comes to moving people to 
jobs, education, friends and places to visit, 
and light rail needs to complement it by the 
early to mid-30s. “I personally would like 
to see the Akoranga – Takapuna – Smales 
Farm – Glenfield – North Harbour – Albany 
route investigated. 

“When it comes to an additional harbour 
crossing where driving is to the fore, let’s 
keep in mind there is no additional local 
road capacity at Onewa Rd, Esmonde Rd, 
Akoranga Dr, Northcote Rd, Tristram Ave 
or Constellation Dr.” 

 All these motorway feeder arterials are 
at capacity and cannot be widened further, 
Darby said

“Neither can the motorway go through 
Smiths Bush, just south of Northcote Rd. 
I’m hopeful these considerable constraints, 
and the need to reduce emissions, will be 
flushed out in the [business case] and we fix 
our eyes on a solution that recognises how to 
get around town in a climate-change world.

“I’ve been riding the additional harbour 
crossing work for more than 17 years, joined 
by Richard in 2016. 

“It certainly feels like a through-the-ages 
journey, but hey the City Rail Link was first 
conceived in 1924.”

Councillors pledge to push light rail to Shore option 

rangitoto-observer.co.nz*Source: CoreLogic

Selling your home?  
Make sure your agent includes 
the Rangitoto Observer and 
Devonport Flagstaff in your 
marketing campaign.  
Our readers are your buyers!

The combined circulation  
of our papers is 24,000,  
with an estimated  
readership of 70,000.

Call us today to book your page!
09 445 0060

sales@rangitoto-observer.co.nz

RATES
Full page: $950 +GST
Half page: $650 +GST

SPECS
Full page: 240mm x 171mm (HxW)
Half page: 120mm x 171mm (HxW)

of properties in our distribution 
area are sold to buyers living within 
a 5km radius of the property*75%

Reach active and passive 
buyers living on the Shore 
with the Rangitoto Observer

Advertise your property for sale in the Rangitoto Observer to reach
the letterbox of 10,000 homes, from Takapuna to Forrest Hill!
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We guarantee 
our Workmanship

Backed by over 35 years’ experience 
of quality preparation and painting

ph ross kingdom 
021 723 413

registered 
professional painters Phone COLIN on 480 5864

RECOVER YOUR
LOUNGE SUITE

Call us for a free quotation and put the life
back into that favourite chair or lounge suite

AWARD FURNITURE

North Shore based renovations, 
new builds, design & project  

management since 1985.

Trustworthy licensed builders specialising  
in residential alterations/extensions, 

kitchens, bathrooms, tiling, re-cladding.

Contact Alex Carey on  
0274 660 666, or visit our website 

www.efd.kiwi

North Shore based renovations, 
new builds, design & project  

management since 1985.

Trustworthy licensed builders specialising  
in residential alterations/extensions, 

kitchens, bathrooms, tiling, re-cladding.

Contact Alex Carey on  
0274 660 666, or visit our website 

www.efd.kiwi

CLASSIFIEDS

Tony Gasperini
Qualified Local Arborist

Tree & Tall Hedge Specialist

027 770-0099
Devonport, Auckland
tony.gasperini@gmail.com

FENCE
BROTHERS

www.fencebros.co.nz

• FENCES
• PERGOLAS
•  DECKS

•  REtAiNiNG 
WALLS

•  PROPERtY MAiNtENANCE

CONtACt GREG 
FOR A FREE QUOtE

0800 336 232

Issue 1 – 15 March 2019DELIVERED FORTNIGHTLY AN INDEPENDENT VOICE

WANT TO ADVERTISE?

Rangitoto Observer Classified Advertising.  
It really works. To make a booking please email  
us at sales@devonportflagstaff.co.nz

Tree Pruning 

Hedge trimming

Garden maintenance

Landscaping 
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Contact Rene on 
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SERVICES OFFERED
FixIT Handyman - excellent work, practical 
budget, most jobs welcome, interior/exterior 
free quote. Josh 021 261 8322.

WANTED
Vehicles wanted Dead or Alive, cash paid 
0800 333 398

Live local. Work local.  
ShoreJobs.co.nz
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Mums saddle up to launch new Sunnynook bike group

Wheely good fun... the local mothers behind a Sunnynook cycling 
initiative (in yellow T-shirts, from left), Soriya Em, Rebecca Sinclair 
and Serenade Pugh, joined some VIP visitors for a photo 

Ready to roll... A repairs expert checks out a young rider’s machine

Three local mothers are behind a new Bike 
Sunnynook group which had its first event in 
Sunnynook Park last month, timed to coincide 
with ‘Biketober’. 

Volunteers Soriya Em, Rebecca Sinclair 
and Serenade Pugh are now looking to 
organise more events after an encouraging 
start, with more than 40 people of all ages 
attending, riding bikes ranging from tiny 
trikes to mountain and road bikes. 

The aim is to promote Sunnynook as a 
‘Bike Burb’, as part of a network of commu-
nity-led groups with a vision of their neigh-
bourhood as a bike-friendly place.

Em said people had welcomed the idea of 
using the park for more bike events. Fami-
ly-friendly bike events had previously been 
held for Halloween and Christmas, but were 
put on hold due to Covid. 

To kickstart the return of activities for all 
ages, bike decoration was encouraged and 
games were set up, Em said

“As organisers, we had games and activities 
planned, however the children and parents 
were enthusiastic about self-organising.” 

Impromptu races were contested, obstacles 
navigated and balancing challenges tackled. 

Bike Kaipātiki brought along its bike 
maintenance trailer to provide health checks 
for bikes, pump tyres and even remove trainer 
wheels for newly confident little ones, eager 
to graduate to two wheels. 

Em said it was great to see people enjoying 
the opportunity to be active and interact. 

“Older children extended help to younger 
ones, riding alongside each other around the 
park. A specific example was an older inter-
mediate-age boy teaching a primary-school 
boy to ride without trainer wheels.”

Bike Auckland lent support too, with its 
community activation manager, Teva Chon-
on, welcoming the event for highlighting the 
inclusivity and eco-friendly appeal of biking.

Bike Sunnynook has set up accounts on 
social-media sites  and welcomes more vol-
unteers and ideas for future events.

Community power... Some of the attendees and organisers at the 
event in Sunnynook Park



The RangiToTo obseRveR Page 22 November 10, 2023Arts / Entertainment Pages

Blast from the past: PumpHouse brings back the picnic

Picnics past... These photos from the 1980s show the popularity of 
PumpHouse events of the time

The PumpHouse in Takapuna is nodding to 
its past as inspiration for a fun fundraising af-
ternoon to be held this Sunday, 12 November. 

The PumpHouse Picnic gives people a 
chance to explore the theatre by Lake Pupuke 
or just relax lakeside and enjoy the food 
trucks and stalls. Entertainers will perform 
periodically inside the theatre. 

The event, running from 2pm to 7pm, re-
prises picnics of the past. “It was one of the 
early things they did to fund the renovation of 
the PumpHouse into a theatre from a derelict 
building,” said its manager James Bell. 

Community campaigns starting in the 
1970s secured the building’s future. The pic-
nics were held by the PumpHouse trust until 
the early 1990s. In those days, access to the 
car park was blocked off and a fee charged 
for those attending, but Bell said this was no 
longer permitted, so money would be raised 
from charging the food trucks and stallholders 
a fee for setting up. 

“You can come along and spend no money 
at all and have a poke around the theatre,” 
Bell said. 

Performers include a K-Pop group, improv 
acts and musicians. There would also be a 
chance to see backstage, try on costumes and 
check out the lighting desk. 

He expected about 10 food trucks and 30 
stalls would be set up near the theatre. Items 
on sale would range from crafts to sweets. 
The chance to buy unique creations might 

appeal to those looking for gifts. A raffle with 
donated prizes, including a night’s accommo-
dation in Takapuna, a meal out, and a show at 
the PumpHouse, would be another drawcard.

Koha towards the theatre would be wel-
come, Bell said, with collectors on site to 
take any donations. The need to fundraise 
was becoming more pressing for arts groups, 
with council contributions reducing, he said.  
Reviving the PumpHouse picnic was a nice 
way to do this that offered an easy outing for 
locals to appreciate the facility.

Forrest Hill couple 
ready to revive 

Takapuna cinema
Takapuna’s picture theatre is set to reopen 
next week, with new owners Shaun and 
Helen Hayward having overcome a series 
of challenges for its relaunch as Takapuna 
Beachside Cinemas.  

The Forrest Hill couple bought the then 
Monterey Cinema in December 2022. But 
an electrical fire caused damage to the site 
on New Year’s Eve. After repairs in Jan-
uary, they reopened just before Auckland 
Anniversary weekend, when the building 
was badly flooded upstairs and down.  

Months of renovation followed, includ-
ing to the counter area upstairs. Sound 
equipment needed replacing and the place 
has been repainted, ready to reopen on 
Thursday 16 November.  

Hayward said the couple bought the cin-
ema because it was “supposed to be fun”. 
Despite the turbulent start they are still 
looking forward to what’s to come. 

“There’s a silver lining in every cloud.” 
He told the Observer clubs and members 

of the public could hire the theatres for 
fundraising events, functions, birthday 
parties and special-interest screenings. 

The independent cinema would source 
films from a range of distributors, he said. 
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Homegrown star returns with Irish songbird

Instant friends... Will Martin and Chloë Agnew hit it off when they 
first performed together at the Basel Military Tattoo in Switzerland 
in 2015

48 Victoria Road | (09) 446 0100 | www.thevic.co.nz

NOW SHOWING 
The Marvels (R16) 105min  NEW
Simone: Woman of the Century (M) 140min NEW
Bad Behaviour (M) 107min  NEW
Loop Track (R16) 96min  NEW
Stop Making Sense (1988)  
Re-release (G) 89min  NEW
The Hunger Games: The Ballad of Songbirds 
and Snakes (M) 157min  Preview 15 NOV   

COMING SOON  
The Hunger Games: The Ballad of  
Songbirds and Snakes (M) 157min  16 NOV
Saltburn (R16) 132min  16 NOV
Napoleon (TBA) 158min  23 NOV 
Callas Paris 1958 (E)  
 Special Screenings 25&26 NOV
Trolls Band Together (TBA) 90min  
 Previews 25&26 NOV
The Vic Open Mic Night (Free entry)  30 NOV

events@thevic.co.nz

SPECIALS
CHEAP TUESDAY 
ALL TICKETS $10
*EXCEPT PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

SPECIAL SCREENING

International singer Will Martin is returning to 
his old stamping ground at the PumpHouse, 
bringing another star turn in established Irish 
artist Chloë Agnew on her first New Zealand 
tour. 

Devonport-raised Martin appeared in his 
first post-school production at the Takapuna 
theatre, in the lead role of North Shore Mu-
sic Theatre’s production of Andrew Lloyd 
Webber musical Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat. “I thought it would be 
really appropriate to come full circle, almost 
20 years later,” he told the Observer. 

Martin and Agnew’s It’s About Time concert 
is the continuation of a collaboration that be-
gan at the Basel Military Tattoo in Switzerland 
in 2015. Although they did not realise they 
would be performing together initially, they hit 
it off.  “We were instant BFFs,” Martin says. 

They have since performed together a num-
ber of times, mixing solos and duets.

“I don’t want to give too much away, but 
there’ll definitely be some Irish ballads from 
Chloë, some musical theatre from me  and 
our first performance on New Zealand soil of 
our epic ‘Power of Love’ (Celine Dion) duet.” 

Martin attributes the start of his love of 
performing to his time at Takapuna Grammar 
School, where he studied music, was in the 
choir and appeared in musicals, including 
the Pajama Game, and as the Pirate King in 
Gilbert and Sullivan’s Pirates of Penzance. 

“It was these initial spots on stage that got 
me really caught up in the performing arts.”

Since then he has forged a successful clas-
sic-crossover career. His debut album went 
to No. 1 in the UK, making him the youngest 
man to top the classical charts. 

Martin regularly returns to his home coun-
try to perform, but this is his first time back 
since the Covid pandemic. 

Previously, he appeared in Les Miserables 
at the Civic Theatre and also performed his 
arrangement of Requiem for a Soldier (the 
theme of Steven Spielberg’s Band of Broth-
ers) at an Anzac Day service at the Auckland 
War Memorial Museum attended by Prince 
William. 

Dublin-born Agnew also got into music ear-
ly, and was an original member of all-female 
Celtic ensemble Celtic Woman, featuring on 
14 of the group’s albums. 

She recently took part in a 20th anniversary 
reunion. 

Martin says her voice, like his, lends itself 
to a range of musical styles. 

“Her voice is both exquisite, and versatile 
... and she’s great fun to perform and tour with 
... ‘a great craic’, as she would say.” 

Martin also intends showing Agnew some 
local sights, including dropping down to 
Devonport for his favourite New Zealand 
chocolates. Trips to Waiheke and Matakana 
may also be fitted into the schedule.

• It’s About Time featuring Will Martin and 
Chloë Agnew, the PumpHouse, 26 November, 
2.30 and 6.30. Tickets from pumphouse.co.nz.
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premium.co.nz |  F ine Homes |  F ine Apartments |  F ine Li festyles
PREMIUM REAL ESTATE LTD LICENSED REAA 2008 | 916 6000

Est.1984

TAKAPUNA | PD/7 THE PROMENADE
Prized Penthouse | Takapuna Beachfront

This penthouse apartment is constructed of concrete tilt slab and positioned directly on Takapuna’s 
waterfront. Take advantage of the expansive balcony and intimate views of Takapuna Beach, framed 
by Pohutukawa trees. From this secluded, elevated position, enjoy the sounds of the waves hitting the 
shoreline. Featuring a one-level layout, use of a lift, two bedrooms, a study, ensuite and bathroom. A 
wide entranceway connects the front door to the roomy open-concept kitchen, living and dining area. 
Residents of “The Rocks” live right in the centre of Takapuna thanks to the apartment complex’s prime 
location at the end of The Promenade, close to the boat ramp and the renowned Takapuna Beach Café. 
Additionally, you are able to use the shared recreational amenities, which include a heated swimming 
pool, sauna, and gymnasium. Also included are three underground carparks with spacious storage 
room and substantial visitor carparking. Small dogs allowed (subject to body corporate approval).

HARRY RICHARDS 021 0814 4513  
HarryRichards@premium.co.nz
TAKAPUNA 916 6000

EMMERSEN FOSTER 021 261 8231  
EmmersenFoste@premium.co.nz
TAKAPUNA 916 6000

premium.co.nz/80471 
VIEW | PLEASE PHONE FOR AN APPOINTMENT    
EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST | 5 DECEMBER 2023 AT 4 PM UNLESS SOLD PRIOR


