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Local politicians are actively looking at 
buying the dilapidated property at the centre 
of an impasse over the Takapuna-to-Milford 
coastal track.

Both North Shore ward councillors and all 
six members of the Devonport-Takapuna Lo-
cal Board recently visited the heritage-listed 

Firth house, where a fence has severed the 
popular coastal path since last September. 

The board has also commissioned a confi-
dential valuation of the property.

Money from the recent $3.1 million sale of 
the former Takapuna library is being eyed to 
provide funds for Auckland Council to buy it.

Debate over a possible acquisition is 
expected in a closed session at the board’s 
monthly meeting next week.

Reports sought from officials about vari-
ous options for the property will be presented 
at the meeting.
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Salsa on the menu... Gabriel Gomes with friend Audrey Vieille from Takapuna at a lively Latin Fiesta on the 
Takapuna Beach Reserve last weekend. More pictures, page 12-14.
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Trio assaults boys at Kennedy Park
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Police are investigating the alleged assault 
of two young male victims by a group of 
three males at Kennedy Park in Castor Bay 
on Tuesday 5 March, around 8.30pm.

One of the victims received hospital care 
after suffering non-life-threatening injuries. 

Police have sought sightings of a silver 
sedan, possibly a Nissan, thought to be in 
the area at the time. They asked the public 
for any information about the vehicle, or 
any CCTV footage from Castor Bay around 
that time. 

The chair of the Castor Bay Ratepayers 
and Residents Association, Hamish An-

derson, said he hoped the incident was a 
one-off. “Obviously we are shocked and no 
one wants these types of things to happen in 
their community.” 

A police spokesman said in response to 
Observer questions: “Information received 
to date indicates that this is an isolated 
incident,”

Police have asked anyone with in-
formation to contact them by phoning 
105 or online, quoting reference number 
240306/48000. Reports can also be made 
anonymously via Crime Stoppers on 0800 
555111.

Local-board chair Toni van Tonder said the 
heritage-listed property would need a lot of 
money spent on it if it were to serve a useful 
public purpose. The Observer understands 
the cost of restoration has been estimated 
at $800,000. 

Van Tonder cautioned that making any 
decision to buy it would require trade-offs 
over limited funds the board had a say over.

Using library-sale proceeds to buy the 
Firth property would affect any chances of 
the board funding a combined library and 
community hub in the Takapuna town square 
or adding a floor to the existing library. 

Both of these options are on hold until the 
board makes a decision on the Firth house. 

“We are working as quickly as we can,” 
van Tonder said.

The board was still in communication with 
the beneficiaries who inherited the house 
from the late Paul Firth, she said. The bene-
ficiaries are working with a local real-estate 
agent who is understood to have at the house 
during the politicians’ visit on 29 February.

The board was given delegated authority 
by council to try to resolve the matter. 

But it has to return to the council’s gov-
erning body in April if it wants to put a case 
for spending on the house in addition to the 
library endowment, which the board can 
spend on the house if it wishes.

Van Tonder said the board was facing a 
22 per cent spending cut in the next council 
budget round, so had a lot to consider in how 
it allocated its resources. 

Track-access issues first arose when coun-
cil did not replace a bridge that washed out in 
2012. Firth let the public cross his land, but 
also tried to strike a deal to sell the property to 
council in 2018. Council walked away from 
a deal after Firth’s death in 2021.

The property carries a $6.81 million 
council valuation, but its heritage listing, 
which the beneficiaries wanted lifted, will 
likely diminish its market value, as it means 
the house – valued at just $50,000 – cannot 
be demolished.  

Van Tonder said the property also had ac-
cess issues from Kitchener Rd, with a “billy 
goat track” down to the house. But with 
“views to die for” it was “charming”, despite 
its condition, she said. An architect-designed 
rear lean-to was built into a rock wall. 

“If I was well-heeled I’d buy it.” she said.

   From page 1

Politicians visit house with view

OPEN EVERY SUNDAY

EVERYBODY’S WELCOME

From 8am to 1pm
LOCATED

Waiwharariki Anzac Square 
the heart of Takapuna
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More than a quarter of public rubbish 
bins are being removed from the Devon-
port-Takapuna Local Board area this month.  

A region-wide cull – adopted by Auck-
land Council as a cost-saving measure 
– stepped up locally in the last few weeks. 

Residents have questioned the wisdom 
of removing bins from the waterfront and 
other popular areas for walking, where litter 
might easily reach the sea. 

The board area is losing more than 28 per 
cent of its bins, with the number of removals 
only being revealed in response to questions 
from the Flagstaff. 

Council area operations manager Sarah 
Jones said 148 bins were going, leaving 373. 

Councillors voted for the service reduc-
tion as part of the council’s annual budget 
savings target. 

The staged 30 per cent reduction across 
the city, which began in November last 
year, will finish by mid-April, but all the 
removals in Devonport-Takapuna were due 
to be finished this week 

Jones said the “bin optimisation” project 
was to save ratepayers’ money. It had the 
potential to save $9.5 million over the next 
eight financial years.

“We won’t be providing savings figures 
for the Devonport-Takapuna Local Board 
area as they are commercially sensitive,” 
she said.

The criteria guiding sites chosen for bin 
removal were: 
• Where bins were historically under-uti-
lised, meaning they were often empty when 
contractors went to empty them. 
• Sites in low-use neighbourhood parks or 
low-use sections of parks. 
• Sites with a natural setting such as bush 
and wetland parks, where users were more 
likely to ‘pack in, pack out’ their rubbish.
• Sites where bins were not near other 
infrastructure.

Council would work with the local board 

to review any areas where issues might 
arise, Jones said. 

Bins that were removed but still in good 
condition would be recycled.

Four of the city’s 21 local boards had opt-
ed to top up funding from their budgets to 
retain bins, she said. Devonport-Takapuna 
was not among them. 

At a workshop update this month on 
services provided to council by contractor 
Ventia, Devonport-Takapuna Local Board 
members asked about how bin removals 
were being managed. 

Acting board chair Terence Harpur asked 
Jones what happened “if we are finding 
there is an issue and we need to put one 
back”.

Jones said it would take the community 
time to adjust. 

If a bin had been removed from the wrong 
location, the council would have to see if 
it could move one back in from elsewhere.

In some cases larger bins might be need-
ed, she said.

Board member Gavin Busch said more 
signs should be put up to tell people to take 
their rubbish away if council was not going 
to do this.  

“Cost is always the problem,” replied 
Jones. Another issue was that people did 
not always read signs. 
• Tell us if you see overflowing bins
The Observer is keen to hear about the 
impact of the bin reduction policy. If areas 
have obvious ongoing litter issues, let us 
know and send pictures if possible and we 
will follow up with council.
Email news@rangitoto-observer.co.nz

Rubbish-bin cull raises beachside litter worries

Binned... Workers with a rubbish bin they uprooted in the reserve at the 
northern end of Takapuna Beach last week

         MILFORD       121 Kitchener Road       09 972 2354Shop online   -   www.mikkoshoes.nz
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Decision on Sacred Grove 
closure looms

Mikko Shoes
Steps to formally close Te Uru Tapu/Sacred 
Grove at the north end of Takapuna Beach 
will probably be put to a Devonport-Taka-
puna Local Board vote next month. 

Closure would end any chance of restoring 
public boardwalk access through the sensitive 
ecological area of giant old pōhutukawa, 
which is also recognised as culturally sig-
nificant to mana whenua. 

Under recommendations drawn up by 
council staff, a path from The Promenade to 
the lookout under trees would be retained, 
but staircases from the beach would be per-
manently closed and the southern boardwalk 
removed. 

The boardwalk has been off-limits since 
2018, with arborists citing the risk to users 
from tree fall. A petition several years later 
gained more than 2000 signatures from 
beachgoers who used the boardwalk as a 
high-tide route along the coast and wanted 
it retained. 

The staff recommendations were put to 
board members for feedback at a workshop 
in late February. The board will likely vote on 
them at its monthly business meeting in April.

Around a dozen residents of the apartments 
above Te Uru Tapu attended the workshop. 
Several have requested speaking rights at the 
meeting ahead of the vote.  

Apartment owners have for some years 
raised issues with Auckland Council about 
tree maintenance in the reserve.

Successive local boards have debated how 
best to manage the reserve while safeguard-
ing tree health and juggling community and 
mana whenua expectations. 

In the last board term, mana whenua ex-
pressed reluctance to continue collaboration 
with the board. A council report said mana 
whenua felt the then board’s preferences for 
the area breached its obligations under Te 
Tiriti o Waitangi. 

Since then talks with mana whenua have 
been fruitful, with a hui in March 2023 sup-
porting new proposed changes for the area’s 
management. Along with dealing with the 
access issues, plans include extending the 
sea wall to close the gap under the beachside 
pōhutukawa and improving a stormwater out-
let to the beach. A boundary fence would be 
reinstated at the north-west of the grove and 
the rear pathway between it and apartments 
modified to better protect tree roots. Invasive 
plant species would also be removed and 
under-storey planting refreshed.

Board deputy chair Terence Harpur asked 
why more work to tidy up weeds had not 
already taken place. “A year ago we had 
agreement about maintenance.”  

He was also keen to see the sea wall built 
to prevent the bank slipping. 

Council’s northern area operations manag-
er Sarah Jones said the weed work was  under 
way. The health of trees was being monitored 
by council arborists. This included keeping 
an eye on limited myrtle rust on site, which 
had not increased, she said. 

A budget has been set aside for all the 
work, including design, consents and con-
struction, with $200,000 already spent and 
$850,000 more earmarked for the project. 
Elements will be installed to explain the 
grove’s historic significance.   

Harpur asked if it might be possible to 
keep stairs leading up to the lookout from the 
beach. Member Peter Allen said it would be 
useful to establish timelines for the work to 
get things moving.  

Board member George Wood questioned 
the extent of  “co-governance” in the han-
dling of the case, including a suggestion 
an ecological consultant approved by mana 
whenua be engaged. “I’m aghast mana when-
ua seem to be the in-crowd here and the local 
board is on the outside.”

Public spending 
slashed in ‘pay less 

get less’ option  
Spending on local playgrounds, sports fa-

cilities, park paths and benches, public toilets, 
community houses, library repairs and beach 
pontoons will be slashed if a new council fund-
ing proposal goes ahead.

Lighting in Sunnynook Park and heritage 
fixes at Kennedy Park would also be less likely 
to proceed under a new Auckland Council 
rating model.

 Devonport-Takapuna Local Board stands to 
lose well more than half its capital budget if a 
“pay less and get less” rating system is adopted 
after current public consultations on Auckland’s 
Long Term Plan.

Board chair Toni van Tonder said she was 
shocked by figures supplied by council staff this 
week from modelling for the 2025-26 financial 
year. Projections showed a 58 per cent annual 
cut, from $5.1 million to $2.1m, for the com-
munity-facilities works programme. 

“That’s the budget your local board has avail-
able to renew our assets or build any new ones,” 
said van Tonder. The ‘pay less, get less’ option is 
one of three the public can comment on until 28 
March. Van Tonder is urging people to reject it.  

Setting rates lower than a proposed 7.5 
per cent rise would come at a big cost to the 
community, she said. Playgrounds could be de-
commissioned for lack of money to repair them.

Van Tonder said the board knew it faced a 
21.5 per cent cut to its capital funding for 2025-
26 under the council’s ‘central’ proposal, due 
to a shift to equity funding that hits asset-rich 
boards hardest. But coupled with the lower-rates 
scenario, the loss was shocking.  

Equity funding has been wrapped into a new 
phrase, ‘fairer funding’, in questions on the 
rating scenario. “Unless the public says no to 
fairer funding, we will see our assets either sit 
and degrade, or be shut down completely when 
we can’t afford to fix them,” Van Tonder said.

Go to akhaveyoursay.nz/ourplan
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Mikko Shoes

North Shore racketlon player Sion Wiggin 
has won the sport’s Australian Open and 
entered the world top 10 for the first time. 

It was Wiggin’s first international tourna-
ment singles trophy. He also finished third in 
mixed doubles and fourth in men’s doubles 
at the Brisbane event. 

Wiggin was delighted with the result – es-
pecially as his preparation was hampered by 
Covid leading up to the tournament. 

“I only became negative the day before I 
left for Brisbane.”

He was “very proud” to have bounced back 
to claim the title.  

New Zealand number one Wiggin (28) 
was runner-up in the New Zealand champs 
at Palmerston North recently, pipped by one 
point by champion Victor Ramero.

Racketlon competitors play each opponent 

at tennis, squash, table tennis and badminton, 
with points accumulated in each sport.

Last year, Wiggin played in Europe, 
posting good tournament results, including 
winning a doubles victory in Germany and 
claiming third place in the singles and second 
in the mixed doubles at the same event. 

He reached one other singles semi and  
another doubles final.

At the Racketlon 2023 World Champion-
ships in the Netherlands he finished 17th. In 
the doubles, playing with fellow Kiwi Julian 
Main, he finished 11th. 

Next, Wiggin hopes to play on a devel-
oping Asian tour that is “building nicely”, 
with tournaments planned for Thailand, and 
Hong Kong. 

Long term, he hopes to be involved in 
hosting an international event in New Zea-

land and also leading a full national team to 
the World Championships.

He’s coaching tennis and squash at various 
North Shore clubs to build up his finances 
again for another crack at the European 
circuit – most likely in 2025. 

And he’s aiming to get some new sponsors 
who might open the door to a quicker return.

Wiggin hopes for a long career in the sport 
– the top 10 includes players in their 30s and 
even early 40s.

He’s an active tennis and squash player and 
tries to practise table tennis and badminton 
as much as he can. 

However, his badminton progress has 
unfortunately been hampered by the lack of 
courts on the North Shore due to the Forrest 
Hill badminton centre being wrecked in the 
2023 Anniversary floods. 

Eyes on the ball... Australian Open racketlon champ Sion Wiggin in action in two of his sport’s four disciplines

Racket Man blasts off with Aussie Open victory

See the Expert,  
Hear the Difference
Hearing aids are only as good as the professional that programs 
them, so it’s important to find an Audiologist you trust.
At Teresa Burns Hearing, you’ll have peace of mind knowing 
you’ll see the same Audiologist every time.
Doctor Teresa Burns has over 25 years experience and is a 
local North Shore resident. She’s active in the local community 
and is the proud owner of Teresa Burns Hearing.

Contact us today to discuss 
your hearing health.

teresa@teresaburnshearing.co.nz 
25 Apollo Drive, Rosedale 
teresaburnshearing.co.nz

Call 09 475 9849



The RangiToTo obseRveR  Page 6 March 15, 2024

Are you a budding photographer?  
Or have you taken some epic snaps this summer? 

We want to see them! 
Send us your BEST Takapuna Summer Photo!

TAKAPUNA TAKAPUNA 

SUMMER PHOTOSUMMER PHOTO
COmpetitionCOmpetition

ENTER at
Terms and Conditions apply

ilovetakapuna.co.nz

WINWIN

 a share of $1,000 in prizes!

Flood Fallout

Wairau flood victims updated on recovery measures
More than a year after the Auckland Anni-
versary Weekend floods that caused much 
damage in the Wairau catchment, people are 
still coming forward in need of help.

An anniversary morning tea held in 
Milford last weekend provided a welcome 
chance to connect homeowners with Auck-
land Council ‘navigators’, said one of the 
organisers, Norma Bott, co-chair of the Mil-
ford Residents Association (MRA). “There 
were people there who made a difference to 
them,” she said.

 “Even if we can get one person connect-
ed, it is something.” 

Bott said one couple told her they had 
heard nothing from council since their 
flood-damaged home was first inspected 
last summer. They were among around 60 
people who heard from local politicians 
about flood-recovery measures. 

One of the navigators, seconded from 
Age Concern late last year, said she was 
surprised how slow progress was. Many 
people she helped guide through bureau-
cratic processes were very stressed, she said. 

The first of the buyout classifications for 
properties with the high-hazard Category 3 
rating are now starting to come through for 
Milford. But only a handful of the around 
200 homeowners who have opted into the 
assessment process are at the stage of de-
ciding whether to proceed with a buyout. 

One man told the Observer his flat was 

Category 3, but he wanted to stay on. He 
was unsure what his options would be, but 
feared  buyout would not return him enough 
to stay in the area.  

North Shore ward councillor Richard 
Hills acknowledged initial council emer-
gency response had been slow, but said the 
catchment had been made a priority area for 
infrastructure spending. North Shore MP 

Simon Watts said the government was intent 
on streamlining approaches to fixing things.

Devonport-Takapuna Local Board mem-
ber Mel Powell said it was frustrating not to 
be able to provide more certainty, but she 
urged those at the Milford gathering to let 
people know their needs.    

Forrest Hill and Sunnynook held similar 
community-building dinners last month.

Skirl of the national 
champs marching in

The New Zealand Pipe Band Championships 
are coming to Takapuna for the first time 
this weekend. More than 3000 people  are 
expected to attend the event, with 50 bands 
registered to compete.  

A parade of bands, starting on Byron Ave 
and finishing on The Strand, is scheduled for 
9am on Saturday, 16 March. A showcase for 
the public to enjoy, it also forms part of the 
competition, with bands to be judged on their 
marching and musical performance. 

Most of the event is based at Onewa Do-
main, with a programme running there from  
8am to 5pm on Friday and from 11.30am to 
6.30pm on Saturday. The annual nationals 
were last held in Auckland in 2008. 

The Royal New Zealand Pipe Band’s Asso-
ciation publicity officer, Josh Montgomerie, 
said the public would be able to see bands 
warming up on Onewa’s front rugby field, 
but the “contest arena” of the athletics field 
would be a ticketed area.   

 Six bands from Australia are among those 
to compete against New Zealand’s best.  
Juvenile bands will perform also. Food and 
beverage stalls, a kids’ zone and a ‘have a go’ 
tent where people can try out the instruments 
will be available throughout the two days. 

Tickets can be purchased online at humani-
tix.com. Entry is free for those under 18 years. 

Key players... Milford Residents Association co-chairs (from left)  
Debbie Dunsford and Norma Bott, with North Shore ward councillor  
Richard HIlls and Devonport-Takapuna Local Board member Mel Powell  
at a flood anniversary morning tea in Milford
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in Store

SIGN UP
 AND
to our Newsletter

a $150 Voucher!
WIN

MILFORD CENTRE, 24 Milford Road, Auckland  
Open: Monday - Saturday 9:00am - 5:30pm, 

Sunday 10:00am - 5:00pm

Phone: (09) 309 3921 
www.seasaltcornwall.co.nz

Beret and braces... French clown JP was a crowd-
pleaser at the annual Viva La France day in Milford last 
Saturday, when French food and stalls drew extra crowds 
to the shopping centre. Fashions were also on show. 
Right: Sisters Solene (3) and Prisca (9) Stuart turned up 
fresh from a dance competition. 
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North Shore’s Auckland councillors, Chris 
Darby and Richard Hills, have cast doubt 
on a claim in Parliament by the Minister of 
Transport Simeon Brown that Lake Rd might 
be a beneficiary of remaining Regional Fuel 
Tax (RFT) money.

Darby said the minister was playing poli-
tics in holding up hope of the $47m upgrade 
proceeding. In reality, it was “dead in the 
water”, he told the Observer.

Hills said by the time remaining RFT funds 
were allocated to the government’s stated 
priorities, nothing would be left for local 
road-corridor improvements.

The RFT – axed by the government as part 
of its post-election 100-day action plan – was 
used for Auckland Transport (AT) projects. 
Its removal leaves a large hole in funding. 

Government transport agency Waka Kotahi 
last year questioned the case for the Lake Rd 
project it had been expected to co-fund. The 
project lives on only as a long-term line-
budget item the councillors hope to revive.  

It gets a passing mention in a draft Gov-
ernment Policy Statement on transport issue 
last week, but ahead of it are preferences for 
the Eastern Busway, a flyover in Pakuranga, 
trains and City Rail Link infrastructure. 

Darby said mentioning Lake Rd and 
Glenvar Rd in East Coast Bays as potential 
beneficiaries was political packaging. 

“Both are in National Party MP elector-
ates,” he said. Not mentioned were other up-
grades AT had in the same category, including 
Lincoln Rd, Henderson. “Lincoln Rd is the 
biggest of all these at about $100m.” 

Hills told the Observer cancelling the 
RFT removed $1.2 billion from Auckland’s 
transport budget and affected borrowing for 
long-term capital by about $400m on top. 

“It has a chilling effect across all [transport] 
budgets, not just those funded by RFT.”

AT is mulling the impact of the cuts, and 
will update council on this soon. “People need 
to understand that we cannot deliver in an 
environment where there’s aspiration but no 
funding,” chief executive Dean Kimpton said.

AT told the Observer it could not provide 
updates yet on the impact of government 
policies on safety measures such as raised 
crossings planned locally. 

The Government direction is or transport 
authorities to focus more on road building 
and maintenance, ahead of “multi-modal” 
projects that include cycle lanes, footpaths 
and traffic calming measures. 

Hopeful talk on Lake Rd project  
‘just playing politics’

Briefs

Headmaster lauded
The sudden death of Glenfield College 
principal Paul McKinley is being mourned 
at Westlake Boys High School, where 
he worked for 10 years. McKinley joined 
Westlake as a young teacher in 1996, 
rising to fifth-form dean then deputy 
headmaster. The school newsletter 
said he was a fine man who continually 
strived to be a better person, family man 
and leader. Glenfield College, where he 
became principal in 2017, after being 
associate principal of Mount Albert 
Grammar School, announced his death 
on 25 February. 

Shop renovations roll on 
Shoppers at the Farmers store at Shore 
City can expect disruption for another 
four months as major renovations 
continue.  These are set to end in 
August, with second-floor renovations, 
to be finished in May, before work 
on downstairs departments begins. 
Renovations began in mid-January. 

Local bars recognised
Milford Motel on Shakespeare Rd and 
Fantail & Turtle at Smales Farm have 
made a list of the Top 50 Gastropubs 
in New Zealand. The Hospitality New 
Zealand competition is voted for by the 
public, with entrants drawn from the 
organisation’s membership of more than 
1000 venues. It recognises premium 
food-led pubs. Those on the list range 
from historic establishments  like the 
Cardrona Hotel to newcomers, such as 
Milford Motel, which opened last year. 
Seven regional winners and a national 
champion will be will judged and named  
in April. More than 5000 votes were 
received for the list, which can be found 
at top50gastropubs.co.nz.

Future of beach stairs still unclear

GERRY PETRIE  021 923 352                                                         
GerryPetrie@premium.co.nz                                                     

Experience and 
Success Count
30 PLUS YEARS
Countless happy clients

PREMIUM REAL ESTATE LICENSED REAA 2008 | 916 6000

Replacement of Kennedy Park’s dangling 
stairs to the beach remains up in the air. 

An update last week by council staff 
to the Devonport-Takapuna Local Board 
said geotech assessments on replacing the 
stairs damaged by storms over a year ago 
were awaited, as was what storm-recovery 
funding might be available. 

Staff sought feedback from board mem-
bers on preferred options, ranging from not 
replacing the stairs, to re-siting them nearer 

Rahopara pa, or a full replacement at the 
current location, estimated to cost $800,000. 

Board members asked for more work to 
be done on replacing the existing stairs, 
which also washed out in 2017 and cost 
$500,000 to fix. They noted the beach below 
was not easily accessed over rocks from 
either Castor Bay or Campbell Bay. 

Budget of $290,000 has been allocated 
towards initial work in the year ahead, but 
a full replacement would take longer. 
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For a limited time, if you sign up for  
one of our new home offers, you’ll  
get a $15,000 credit on settlement*.  
There’s truly never been a better  
time to choose Ryman. 

*Terms and conditions apply, 
visit rymanhealthcare.co.nz/ts&cs

We have apartments available now:

WILLIAM SANDERS VILLAGE
7 Ngataringa Road, Devonport

Call Dell or Scott on 445 0909 for more 
details or visit rymanhealthcare.co.nz

15,000 REASONS  
TO THROW  
YOUR HANDS UP
GET $15,000 BACK  
FOR A LIMITED TIME*

KERI 
Ryman Resident

 All offer spacious open plan living 
with modern kitchens and bathrooms. 

 Enjoy a coastal lifestyle and on site 
amenities such as a café, spa and  
bowling green.

 Join a community where you can live life 
to the full, with the added reassurance 
that support is available if needed.

Apartments priced from $890,000. 
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YOU’RE 
INVITED 

SCENIC TOURS EVENING 
Wednesday 27th March 2024 at 6.00pm 

Presented by Karen Blenkiron our NZ Scenic Representative.

Scenic Tours operate River, Land and Luxury Cruising tours throughout 
the World, however we will be focusing on the River Cruising and Scenic 
Eclipse options in Europe for 2024 & 2025 - we will have information on 

the others available. 

Scenic are a 5 star all inclusive touring option that we have many clients 
travel again and again with - come and meet some of them! 

Please RSVP with name and contact phone number to  
helloworld Travel Takapuna  

Phone: 09 257 0883 or Email: takapuna@travel.helloworld.co.nz 

Venue: helloworld Travel Takapuna, 488 Lake Road, Takapuna.

helloworld Travel Takapuna      
 09 257 0883    takapuna@travel.helloworld.co.nz
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helloworld Travel Takapuna 
 09 257 0883      488 Lake Road, Takapuna
 takapuna@travel.helloworld.co.nz 

*Terms & Conditions Apply: Fiji valid for sales 1-31 March. Contact Helloworld Travel Takapuna for full terms and conditions.

INTERCONTINENTAL FIJI 
GOLF RESORT & SPA 

InterContinental Fiji Golf Resort & Spa offers contemporary 
luxury on white sands. Nestled amongst 35 acres of lush 
tropical grounds and 45 minutes from Nadi International 
Airport, the resort is located on a ‘World’s Best Beach’

★★★★★
5 NIGHTS

FROM 
$1,384*

PP
TWIN SHARE, LAND ONLY 

Includes: Buffet Breakfast daily & nightly live entertainment.
BONUS: 1 FREE night & FJ$250 Resort Credit.

EXCLUSIVE: FREE 1 x 4 course Degustation Dinner for two at 
Navo Restaurant.

Carolyn Hedley 
Carolyn Hedley has owned 
her Westgate store (was 
Hobsonville pre-covid) for 8 
years and when helloworld NZ 
offered her the opportunity 
to open in Takapuna she 
jumped at it. Prior to that she owned the Luxury 
Holiday Company and it is still ticking away in the 
background, creating the type of holidays that the 
luxury traveller desires and outside the realm of 
your average traveller. She has been in travel over 
30 years, too many to count really and says it is 
the type of job that gets under your skin and there 
really isn’t any other job that compares. “I love 
working with my clients to create the holiday they 
are after”. Carolyn has specialized in cruise for a 
long time and is one of the few “Cruise Masters” 
in NZ. That means she has undertaken specialty 
training and has been on lots of different cruise 
lines which enables her to point her clients in the 
right direction for the cruise-line for them. She 
has cruised to the Arctic and Antarctic is high on 
her list and was invited to cruise on Scenic Eclipse 
which is the 6-star luxury cruise line especially 
built for polar regions boasting 2 helicopters and a 
submarine. She says it is an incredible experience 
to cruise on her. 

Sandy Theron  
Sandy is from South Africa and 
is very knowledgeable about 
that area. She has been in the 
travel industry many years 
having travelled extensively 
through Europe and Maldives, 
Seychelles, Madagascar and Reunion Islands, and 
parts of the middle east. 

Meet The Local Travel Professionals You Can Trust

Call in and see us at our new store, located right 
on Anzac Square in Takapuna.

Our friendly, experienced and passionate team will create your memorable holiday. We are proud of 
our exceptional customer service and attention to detail. Our goal is to help people make the best 
holiday decisions. The holidays that will bring their families the most joy, the most incredible memories 
and the moments they will cherish for a lifetime.
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¡Arriba! Latin Fiesta brings the beats and treats           to Takapuna

Ready to samba... Unidos de Aotearoa, a Brazilian samba drum and dance group, line up on Gould Reserve above 
Takapuna Beach before their Latin Fiesta performance

Local trio... (from left) Amna Alshawaf, Sara Al Hasany and Jumana Hassoon, all from Takapuna, during the fiesta



March 15, 2024 The RangiToTo obseRveR  Page 13 

¡Arriba! Latin Fiesta brings the beats and treats           to Takapuna
Locals and visitors from 
across Auckland made 
up a diverse crowd who 

enjoyed Takapuna’s 
Latin Fiesta this month. 

The annual event 
included performances, 
food and the chance to 
embrace Latin rhythms 

in a salsa session

Rose-tinted view... Elvis Camus Cerda (left) and Diego Jirenel are visiting 
from Chile and staying with friends in Takapuna. Below: Local residents 
Nick Barnes and Karen Timmo enjoy the day

Snap to it... Members of the El Fogón 
Argentinian dance group show their 
steps. Below: a tutor from Viva Dance 
encourages the crowd to try swinging 
along to salsa 

PICTURES: KATHRYN NOBBS

Family affair... Constanza Echeverria and Michael Barria with daughter  
Leah Barria
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Fancy that...Eliza Almeida (centre) 
with a tempting sweet treat and 
her team at the Brazilian Uai food 
stall at Takapuna’s Latin Fiesta. 
Right: The crowd-pleasing 
Argentinian dance group El Fogón 
swings into action 

Below: Aiga outing... Visiting from 
Mangere (from left) Taisili Tauasosi 
with her aunty Ti and grandfather 
Sione holding brother Leonidas.
Right: Shizuka Arai, Peter Chou 
and son Aizn Arai,  
from Birkenhead.
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*T&Cs apply, see our website for more details.

CALL TODAY
0800 45 45 44

Auckland, get 
your hearing 
checked for free
FREE  
HEARING 
CHECK*

FREE  
10-DAY  
TRIAL*

FULLY FUNDED  
DEVICES WITH 
ACC*

PAY AS  
YOU HEAR*  
FROM $1 A DAY
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New building coming for Forrest Hill Tennis Centre

Sport

New look…an artist’s impression of what the new building will look like.

A new clubhouse for North Harbour tennis 
players will be built next to the Forrest Hill 
Tennis Centre courts at Bond St.

The former clubhouse at the courts was 
wrecked in the Auckland Anniversary Week-
end floods and has since been demolished. 

This season, interclub players at the courts 
have had to use portaloos and a temporary 
water supply. 

Tennis Northern this month lodged a 
resource consent application to build a new 
clubrooms at the site. The new building will 
be 176sqm, just over half the size of the  
former clubhouse of 338sqm. 

The building will be elevated to allow any 
future floodwaters to pass beneath the floor. 

Tennis Northern chief executive Chris 
Casey said it was hoped the building would 
be ready for the 2024-2025 season starting 

in spring.  
As part of the project three courts would 

be resurfaced and new floodlights installed. 

Inoperative and  old lights on other courts 
would be upgraded at the same time, Casey 
said.

Sports Briefs
Gunning for the Games

Takapuna Athletics Club athletes 
competing in the 12-person New Zealand 
team at this country’s most successful 
World Athletics Indoor Championships 
this month did well as the Paris Olympics 
loom. Polevaulter Eliza McCartney won 
a silver medal at in Glasgow, while shot-
putter and fellow Takapuna Grammar 
School alumni Jacko Gill was fifth.

Westlake rowers win gold
Westlake Girls and Boys High Schools 
coxed-four crews each won a division-
one gold at the North Island Secondary 
School Rowing Championships at Lake 
Karapiro on 1 March. The boys won the 
under-17 boys title and the girls their 
under-16 event. The girls school made 
three other top-tier podium finishes while 
the boys picked up four. The schools 
next compete at the Maadi Cup national 
championships from 18-23 March.

Playground upgrades supported 
The small Belle Verde Reserve playground 
in Sunnynook is in line for an equipment 
renewal likely to cost $90,000.

The works are a year or more away, but 
Devonport-Takapuna Local Board members 
this month told council staff they are in 
favour of plans proceeding.

“These people have got very little in the 
way of parks. It would be a travesty to take 
it away,” said member George Wood when 
staff pointed out tight budgets meant tough 
decisions would need to be made about 
future playground replacements. 

Wood pointed out that there had been a 
lot of spending on playgrounds in the south 
of the board area. 

Fellow member Mel Powell, who like 
Wood lives in the north of the board area,  
backed his view,  saying Sunnynook was a 
more intensified area than others and play 
assets were needed. 

Belle Verde Dr was also unusual in hav-

ing houses close to the street. 
“This particular park is the only open 

space they have.”
Board members had been asked at a 

workshop about Belle Verde and another 
playground renewal, at Achilles Reserve in 
Devonport. Staff were keen to get them onto 
the work programme, so design work and 
consulting with the public could be done. 

Northern operations manager Sarah 
Jones said council cutbacks meant libraries, 
leisure centres and sports fields were likely 
to take priority over playgrounds in future. 
“Things like playgrounds we will just keep 
going as best we can,” she said.

Members wanted to push on with simple 
designs for both reserves, including ensur-
ing they have accessible pathways.

Board chair Toni van Tonder told staff 
it would be useful to have a playground 
overview, highlighting areas where there 
were gaps in provision.
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Takapuna bets on young blood in bid for top flight
A fresh-faced Takapuna Football Club first 
team is aiming for promotion back to the 
upper North Island’s top division, after 
recruiting with that in mind.  

New head coach Daniel Semp said his 
side is hungry and well-prepared to return 
to the Northern League.  

“We see ourselves as a Northern League 
club, so we’re keeping those same ambi-
tions.”

Takapuna was relegated to the Champi-
onship from the Northern League on goal 
difference last season.  

The club has brought in six new players, 
including former North Shore United and 
Birkenhead United striker Nick Petherick, 
who made a name for himself during the 
second half of last season, scoring eight 
goals for North Shore in the Championship 
and netting the winner for Birkenhead in 
the final of the national under-19 tourna-
ment in Napier.

Semp told the Observer he wants to im-
plement a possession-based style of play 
that was rarely seen last season due to the 
club’s position in the league.

“We’re trying to bring in a new aspect of 
being confident on the ball, being able to 
control the build-up and limit transitions.”

The recruiting has been centred around 
finding players who fit the playing style but 
also the club’s family culture, Semp said.

“We really want the first team to have 
players and personalities that the young 
kids can look up to.

“When you come into the clubroom you 
want people that are going to say hi and 
be respectful and make you feel welcome, 
so we’re quite lucky this year – we have 
a really good group of people as well as 
players.”

Semp said everyone in the squad wants 
to be there and is fully committed to the 
club’s ambitions and goals.

During preseason fixtures against top-di-
vision sides such as West Coast Rangers 
and Birkenhead United, Takapuna have 
been able to play their possession style, 
which was promising for the season ahead, 
Semp said.

The players are younger this season, but 
the 27-year-old coach believes they are 
more than capable of going straight back 
up. “The young players we’ve brought 
in we haven’t brought in because they’re 
young, we’ve brought them in because 
they’re quality.”

He said the Championship was looking 
strong this year, but that the challenge 
would be beneficial for the side. 

“If we can do it this year, next year 
when you get to prems you’re actually 

ready for it.”
Semp was a centre midfielder for Taka-

puna’s first team for the past three years 
but decided to move to full-time coaching 
when the role was offered to him.

“I’ve always done half and half, but 
when the opportunity came to be first- team 
coach here I wanted to give full focus to it.”

He will also continue in his previous 
role as the club’s youth director of football. 

He said the club’s youth development 
had improved in recent years, with a more 
cohesive pathway from the youth to senior 
sides and a higher standard of football 
within the youth teams.

Takapuna kicks off the season at Ta-
haroto Park on 23 March at 3pm against 
Onehunga Mangere United.  

New broom... Takapuna Football Club first-team coach Daniel Semp says his 
side is well-prepared to fight for promotion back to the Northern League

BINS IN A HURRY
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QUICK TURN OVER

We 

hand sort  

every skip...  

To recycle  

more!
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WANTED
Caregiver wanted for 75 year old man of inde-
pendent character, with some mobility issues and 
needing assistance with personal care. Caregivers 
with some te reo ability and initiative should 
leave a message on 094458886 and we will return 
your call.

Issue 1 – 15 March 2019DELIVERED FORTNIGHTLY AN INDEPENDENT VOICE

WANT TO ADVERTISE?

Rangitoto Observer Classified Advertising.  
It really works. To make a booking please email  
us at sales@devonportflagstaff.co.nz

Phone COLIN on 480 5864

RECOVER YOUR
LOUNGE SUITE

Call us for a free quotation and put the life
back into that favourite chair or lounge suite

AWARD FURNITURE

North Shore based renovations, 
new builds, design & project  

management since 1985.

Trustworthy licensed builders specialising  
in residential alterations/extensions, 

kitchens, bathrooms, tiling, re-cladding.

Contact Alex Carey on  
0274 660 666, or visit our website 

www.efd.kiwi

North Shore based renovations, 
new builds, design & project  

management since 1985.

Trustworthy licensed builders specialising  
in residential alterations/extensions, 

kitchens, bathrooms, tiling, re-cladding.

Contact Alex Carey on  
0274 660 666, or visit our website 

www.efd.kiwi

FENCE
BROTHERS

www.fencebros.co.nz

• FENCES
• PERGOLAS
•  DECKS

•  REtAiNiNG 
WALLS

•  PROPERtY MAiNtENANCE

CONtACt GREG 
FOR A FREE QUOtE

0800 336 232

Tree Pruning 

Hedge trimming

Garden maintenance

Landscaping 

R E N E  G A R D E N I N G

a  g a r d e n  s p e c i a l i s t

Contact Rene on 

021 134 5604

 info＠renegardening.co.nz 
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www.theloneranger.nz

• Weed and Pest Control
• Tree felling and removal
• Hedge trimming
• Path construction
• Lawn mowing
• Landscape maintenance
• Mini Digger and ride on mower

Call me on 022 326 4554 or  
email thelonerangerltd@gmail.com

Your  
Private Ranger  
for property  
enhancement.

21 YEARS  

EXPERIENCE AS  

A PARK RANGER  

ON WAIHEKE  

ISLAND

Plumbing, Gasfitting, 
Drainage, Roof Leaks

MAINTENANCE SPECIALISTS
Prompt courteous service

Fully insured for your peace of mind

Certifying Plumber, Gasfitter and Drainlayer

Call Matt 
0800 277 566

Painters
Midas Touch 

Painting Contractors

Specialists in  
commercial and  

residential painting

For all your decorating needs 
call the wizards

Paul Charleton
021 143 9138

• Electrical Solutions
• Switchboard reports  
& upgrades

• RCD & general faults
• Maintenance  
& renovations

• Outdoor garden lighting
CONTACT  

Toby Ballard  
021 244 5950  

or visit website  
ballardservices.nz to book in

Specialising in all aspects of  
Wall and Floor Tiling and  
Under-tile Waterproofing

Carried out and certified by local  
tradesman of 24 years’ experience 

FREE QUOTES 

Contact Doug 021 187 7852 
or 09 446 0687 or email 
calpremtiling@gmail.com 

Caledonian 
Premier 
Tiling Ltd. 

Our philosophy is based on respect and 
kindness within respectful relationships.

You must have working experience with 
young children, preferably in a NZ context 
and great communication skills.

Please contact Yvonne,  
the owner 027 487 9116

yvonne.groot@thelearningspace.co.nz

Belmont and Takapuna  
Learning Space are looking for  
casual relievers to help cover  

for teachers on leave.

Live local. Work local.  
ShoreJobs.co.nz
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Piles of aquatic weed cleared from around Pupuke jetty

Council contractors (above) working from a barge began removing 
an eel grass build-up from the shores of Lake Pupuke last week. 

The aquatic weed was piled up for removal in a fenced-off lower 
section of Henderson Park, where it had spread well out into the 
water on either side of the jetty. The recurring problem, highlighted 
in the 1 March issue of the Observer, has been particularly bad this 
summer. Weed build-up hinders lake access for water-craft users. 

The operations manager for the northern team of council arm 
Healthy Waters, Frank Tian, said the eel grass removal from 
close to the shore at Henderson Park took four days, starting 
on 5 March. Weed was left to dry out on the lake banks to 
make it easier to transport to a green-waste facility. Asked 
about other areas of the lake where eel grass has grown, 
he said areas close to Sylvan Park were being monitored.

Sports groups being invited to brainstorm lake-use management 
Plans are afoot to bring together sports users 
of Lake Pupuke to discuss matters ranging 
from boat storage to event timetabling.

The Devonport-Takapuna Local Board is 
keen to see a ‘Lake Pupuke Sports Collec-
tive’ formed to brainstorm how to manage 
increasing use of the lake. 

Users include elite and club athletes train-
ing and competing, commercial operators, 
and people enjoying recreational pursuits on 
a casual basis.  

Auckland Council staff hope to organise 
a first meeting next month, then a wider 
hui mid-year after approaching the groups 
involved. Some, like North Shore Rowing 

Club, hold council leases on their sites. Oth-
ers, such as waka ama clubs, operate more 
informally. 

The council’s sport and recreation lead, 
Mike Thompson, said key issues were stor-
age, lake ecology, including weed manage-
ment, and avoiding over-use. 

“We need to coordinate use to make the 
lake as accessible for as many people as 
possible,” he told a recent board workshop.  

Board member Peter Allen urged “quick 
wins” from talks, and suggested a calendar to 
track use and avoid the likes of regattas being 
interrupted by other lake users.  

Board deputy chair Terence Harpur asked 

who governed lake use. The board’s senior 
adviser, Maureen Buchanan, said Harbour-
master guidelines were followed and the 
board’s parks-management plan could also 
come into play. 

Groups were generally well behaved, she 
said, but having a more coordinated approach 
was important as usage grew. 

Board chair Toni van Tonder said that with 
intensification more demand to access water 
was inevitable. Boat storage was already a 
wider issue. “You see a lot of boats sitting on 
reserves and parks across the area.” 

Access to parking near the PumpHouse 
Theatre was another consideration, she said.

•  PAINTING 
- INTERIOR 
- EXTERIOR 
- PLASTER 
- REPAINTS 
- REPAIRS

•  PLASTERING 
- GIB STOPPING

•  SPECIALIST COATINGS 
- FLOORS 
- EPOXY COATINGS

•  NON-SKID SURFACES 
- PATHS 
- CAR PARKS 
- STEPS

•  SITE CLEAN-UPS 
- RUBBISH REMOVAL 
- JUNK DISPOSAL

•  WATER BLASTING 
- MOSS TREATMENTS

• SWIMMING POOLS 
- REPAIR
- REPAINT

•  TILING SERVICES 
- BATHROOMS 
- KITCHENS 
- EXTERIOR

•  DECKS CONSTRUCTION 
- TIMBER 
- TILED 
- COMPOSITE

TOTAL PROPERTY MAINTENANCE SERVICES
NATIONAL PROPERTY SERVICES

ONE PHONE CALL
DOES IT ALL

PH SIMON
M 020 476 2107
T 09 476 2107
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Believe it or not, Eke Panuku is still going 
ahead with an upgrade of Northcroft St – do 
they never learn? It’s a hostile wind tunnel 
and will never be used as a pedestrian 
thoroughfare. 

Thankfully, the idea of street furniture 
appears to have gone, but we will still have 
some trees taking out car parks. Also, there 
will be a “tree pit with a large native spec-
imen tree” outside the leaking Toka Puia 
car park and “garden build-outs to provide 
a green entrance to the street”. 

This will be right beside a raised table 
pedestrian crossing with lighting (these are 
the expensive ones). If the 39-storey apart-

ment block goes ahead the crossing will be 
impeding access to the building site.

During the consultation process, Eke 
Panuku received 141 submissions, with 
only 25 per cent supporting its proposal. 
No doubt the supporters came mainly from 
residents of the Sentinel apartments located 
in the street.

How much of our council rates will be 
spent on something few want or benefit 
from? How much money was wasted on 
the original “beautification” which was 
dismantled?

When will this nonsense spending stop?
John Struthers 

Northcroft St is a hostile wind tunnel: 
when will spending stop?

Thank you for your article about the Toka 
Puia car park in Northcroft St, built by Eke 
Panuku (1 March). 

Within one year of its opening, it is ap-
palling that leaks and other problems  were 
found. The cost of these yet-to-be-assessed 
repairs could well come out of AT’s budget.

Amazingly, Eke Panuku has just an-
nounced a $1.9m plan to upgrade Northcroft 
St with a raised pedestrian crossing, two 
traffic islands, new and improved lighting, 
seven large tree pits and trees, and two 
gardens. 

This nearly $2m costing for the quietest 

and windiest street in Takapuna  has arrived 
like a bolt from the blue. 

 In 2020, Eke Panuku spent over $500,000 
on large tubs of trees, which soon died, and 
enormous painted blue circles. 

As a result of a public outcry they were 
all removed.

The current project is funded from the 
Eke Panuku budget set by Auckland Council 
and a direct payment from our rates.

Why is this supposedly Council Con-
trolled Organisation happily flying under 
our elected members’ radar?

Jan O’Connor

Why is CCO not under scrutiny?

Eke Panuku says the final Northcroft St 
design was scaled back from what was 
originally proposed in response to public 
feedback and budget constraints and had 
been approved by Devonport-Takapuna 
Local Board and Auckland Transport (AT).  

“With further development in the area, the 
number of people using the street will in-
crease considerably. The upgrade will make 
the street safer and more attractive for cur-
rent and future users,” a spokesperson said. 

Eke Panuku was working through the 
final feedback and approval process with 
AT, and a soon-to-be appointed contractor 
would develop a traffic management plan. 

“Importantly, we will ensure people have 
access to their properties and shops during 
construction.” 

The work was expected to start in April/
May 2024 and take a couple of months to 
complete. Originally it was planned for last 
year, but the design changes delayed this.

The budget for the project was $1.9m, 
funded from the Eke Panuku budget set by 
Auckland Council, not through the proceeds 
of asset sales, the spokesperson said.

The raised pedestrian crossing would 
make crossing near Auburn St safer, par-
ticularly after the build-to-rent project on 
Auburn St (at the end of Northcroft St) was 
constructed.

Eke Panuku responds: 
project will  

make street safer     

Volunteers wanted
Seasons for Growth  is a grief and loss programme 
that strengthens the wellbeing of children and young 
people who are dealing with significant life changes, 
such as family separation, divorce, death of a parent or 
sibling, illness in the family, change of school/geographic 
area/country, deployment of a family member, and any 
other major changes. 

Volunteer Companions facilitate our programmes. We 
are seeking volunteer Companions for our North Shore 
and Hibiscus Coast school-based programmes.  Full 
training and support provided. 

A commitment of 2 hours per week during the school 
term, for a minimum of one 8-week programme a year, 
is required. 

If you would like to join us as a volunteer  
Companion or for more information please 

contact Gemma Claire, Coordinator,  
seasonsnorthshore@gmail.com, 

 021 083 94540
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Dual outlets... Susannah MacDonald with one of her paintings at a recent 
Lake House exhibition. Below: An illustration from her latest novel.

Artist-author publishes fourth 
novel in fantasy series

PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY

Chris 
Batchelor
Residential Sales

021 217 7026

E: chris.batchelor@bayleys.co.nz
W: www.bayleys.co.nz

LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

WHAT’S ON @
Takapuna Library

Low Sensory Hour 
Thursdays, 2.00pm-3.00pm

As part of Takapuna Library’s commitment 
to inclusion and sharing the complete 
library experience with people of all 
abilities and support needs within our 
community, we are hosting a weekly hour 
where sensory stimuli will be reduced 
inside the library. This includes reducing 
lights, sounds and noise associated with 
checking out and shelving of books. 
All are welcome to enjoy this quiet hour. 
(In association with Parent to Parent).

I love Takapuna Easter festival 
Waiwharariki ANZAC town square 

23rd March 10.00am-3.00pm
Takapuna Library will be part of the free 
Easter Activity Trail – register and pick up 
your map from the Info Tent in the new 
Waiwharariki ANZAC town square, follow 
the map around Takapuna and complete 
the activities at each location to receive a 
stamp, then make your way back to the 
tent for your Easter Treat!
(You can also complete these activities 
any time between the event day and the 
end of the school holidays).
Thanks to Takapuna Beach Business 
Association and Devonport-Takapuna 
Local Board.

World of cultures 
Tuesday, 9th April at 10.00am

WOC is a three week multicultural festival 
from 21st March to 14th April celebrating 
the vibrancy of Tāmaki Makaurau and its 
people. 
 Come along and celebrate our many 
cultures with movement and music in a 
special Rhymetime session.

A Hauraki artist has published her fourth 
novel, which includes her own illustrations.

Susannah MacDonald, who is an art tutor 
at the Lake House Arts Centre, started 
writing poetry when she attend-
ed a class at Unitec in 2009 as 
a writing aid for a student 
she was assisting. 

Poetry led her to 
writing short stories,  
and by 2011 she had 
the idea for a first 
fantasy novel, Ech-
oes from a Time 
Passage ,  which 
was published in 
2019.

It has spawned 
a series, with the 
latest book, The 
Lute Player and the 
Liusaidh of Light, 
published on 1 March. 

It follows a character, 
Axzis, as he travels in an-
other dimension to discover 
his true family heritage. 

While this is happening Lucy, a 
middle-aged academic from New Zealand, 
encounters a portal to the same world, lead-
ing to a meeting between the two characters. 

Each chapter begins with a MacDonald 
illustration.

As with her previous works, she has 
painted the cover illustration. 

Science fiction and fantasy weren’t Mac-
Donald’s preferred genres before she 

started the series, but skimming 
through a sci-fi book at a li-

brary 20 years ago brought 
a realisation that fantasy 

genres could express 
the ideas she had in 
her head. 

The Echoes from 
a Time Passage 
series is set in a 
version of Earth 
200 to 300 years 
in the future and 
also in a  realm of 
spirituality and art.

MacDonald said 
most of the story, set-

ting and characters are 
invented but that many 

elements in the series are 
based on Greek, Egyptian 

and Maori spirituality and 
philosophy. 

Echoes from a Time Passage: The 
Lute Player and the Liusaidh of Light 
is available to purchase from Fishpond, 
Mighty Ape and Amazon. 

MacDonald is giving an artist talk at the 
Mairangi Arts Centre at 12pm on 16 March.
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An artist who helped keep the Lake House 
in Takapuna during the 1990s returns next 
week for a retrospective exhibition. 

Tony Ogle is exhibiting 18 works, a se-
lection of those he’s produced since he left 
the North Shore,  showcasing his bright and 
bold painting style. 

Ogle rented a flat in the Lake House 
building in the mid-1990s when it was sited 
on the Takapuna beachfront.

Told by his landlord that the heritage 
landmark would be sold and moved off-site, 
Ogle hosted an End of an Era exhibition 
featuring works by more than 40 artists to 
generate interest in its plight. 

The exhibition was the catalyst for the 
formation of the trust which campaigned 
for the historic house to remain in Takapuna. 

The North Shore City Council eventually 
allocated the Fred Thomas Dr site where 
it has served as an arts centre since 2000. 

“I developed a real liking for the property 
and thought this is significant history when 
there’s not that much history remaining in 
Takapuna,” Ogle told the Observer. “That’s 
sort of what inspired me to do something.” 

Ogle, now a full-time artist in Gisborne, 
says 30 years after he lived in the house it 
felt right to return to update the community 
on what he’s been doing. 

“I’m looking forward to reconnecting 
with the house and the people that I was 
involved with back in that time.” 

The original paintings for many of his 
popular screenprints will be on display. 
One he intends gifting to the arts centre 
depicts the view of Rangitoto Island from 
the former Lake House site. 

One of the centre’s galleries is named 
after Ogle in recognition of his part in the 
community campaign to save it.

Built in the 1890s, the building had been 
used for various purposes at its beachside 
location. 

It was a hospital during the influenza 
epidemic of 1918-1919 and a well-known 
party house during the 1970s and 80s. 

Ogle, who is in his mid-60s, was born 
and raised in Castor Bay. 

He worked on the North Shore during the 
1990s, from a studio  at King’s Store corner, 
north of Devonport.

By the time renovations turning the Lake 
House into an arts centre were completed 

he had moved to Auckland’s west coast, 
where he built a house. He headed to Gis-
borne in 2009. 

The ocean has been a common thread 
for him down the years, tying into his love 
of surfing. 

His work often depicts the coastline in 
bold colours 

Many of the subjects in Ogle’s work still 
reflect local places, including the beaches 

Painter who helped save Lake House building returns          for retrospective 

Brushwork... Tony Ogle at work in his Gisborne studio, experimenting with 
monotones
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around Takapuna and Milford and the pa 
at Castor Bay. 

“I got to know that area really well and 
those parts of the Shore have come through 
in my work.” 
• Tony Ogle – Selected Works 1996-2023 
is showing at the Lake House Arts Centre, 
at 37 Fred Thomas Dr, Takapuna. The 
exhibition is on from 15 to 29 March in 
the Ogle Gallery.

Painter who helped save Lake House building returns          for retrospective 

Inspirational vista... Ogle lived 
and worked from the building 
that became the Lake House, 
enjoying its stunning views through 
pohutukawa from its site above 
Takapuna Beach. Now he is holding 
a restrospective exhibition of his 
paintings at the arts centre it has 
become.

Rangitoto view... North Shore scenes 
inspire Ogle to this day, decades 
after he moved from the area

events@thevic.co.nz

www.thevic.co.nz | (09) 446 0100 | 48 Victoria Road

NOW SHOWING 
The Convert (R13) 119min  NEW 
Goodbye Julia (M) 120min  NEW 
Imaginary (M) 105min  NEW 
The Great Escaper (M) 97min  NEW
How to Have Sex (R16) 91min  NEW
Wicked Little Letters (M) 102min  
 Previews 15-17 MAR        
COMING SOON  
Ghostbusters: Frozen Empire  
(TBA) 115min  21 MAR 
ArtBeats: Perugino. Eternal Renaissance  
(E) 86min  21 MAR 
Wicked Little Letters (M) 102min  21 MAR 
Godzilla x Kong: The New Empire  
(TBA) 115min  28 MAR 
The Mountain (PG) 90min  28 MAR 
The Vic Open Mic Night (Live Show)  28 MAR 

Thanks 
to our partnering  

businesses

Now ShowingNow Showing
Dune, The Great Escaper, Drive Away DollsDune, The Great Escaper, Drive Away Dolls

May December, All of Us StrangersMay December, All of Us Strangers
May December, Poor ThingsMay December, Poor Things

How To Have Sex, Imaginary, BagheadHow To Have Sex, Imaginary, Baghead
And still showingAnd still showing One Life One Life

Check Times and book on our websiteCheck Times and book on our website
www.takapunamovies.co.nzwww.takapunamovies.co.nz

09 666 0714
Facebook and Instagram

@takapunabeachsidecinema
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premium.co.nz |  F ine Homes |  F ine Apartments |  F ine Li festyles
PREMIUM REAL ESTATE LTD LICENSED REAA 2008 | 916 6000

Est.1984

Located walking distance to Takapuna beach, this 548sqm (approx) freehold 
property features a 5 bedroom, 2 bathroom home, elevated with potential 
for sea views. It includes its own vehicle access and sits on a corner lot, 
offering a unique redevelopment chance. Owners have resource consent for 
two homes. An excellent opportunity for families or developers. Contact for 
viewings.  

TAKAPUNA | 23 EWEN STREET 
Superb Position with Development Opportunity

VIEW | BY APPOINTMENT  premium.co.nz/80485      
PRICE | BY NEGOTIATION

ROBERT MILNE 022 011 2494  
RICHARD MILNE 021 770 611 OFFICE 916 6000

Escape to luxury and tranquility on the Matakana coast. This property boasts 
riparian rights, a concrete boat ramp for easy vessel launch, and mesmerizing 
sea views. Enjoy a timber walkway to the beach, a pool, and a spa. The 
home features covered dining areas, three lounges, and high-quality fixtures. 
Constructed with concrete, cedar, and schist, it includes a four-car garage, gym, 
and internal lift. A masterpiece offering unparalleled luxury and a dream lifestyle.

MAHURANGI EAST | 16 GRANT STREET 
Redefining Luxury | The Ultimate Waterfront Escape

VIEW | BY PRIVATE APPOINTMENT  premium.co.nz/90137 
TENDER | 04 APR 2024 AT 5 PM UNLESS SOLD PRIOR

LINDA SMITH 021 470 175
ROB MATULICH 021 634 059 OFFICE 422 9280

Located in Audrey Road, one position back from the water, this north-
facing Mediterranean-style townhouse offers stunning sea views, including 
Rangitoto and Hauraki Gulf. Features top-level living/dining areas leading to 
a balcony, a gas fireplace, a well-appointed kitchen, three bedrooms plus a 
study, two bathrooms, a guest powder room, an internal access garage for 
three cars, extra parking, and a lift for easy access.

TAKAPUNA | 23 AUDREY ROAD 
Dream Location | Panoramic Views

VIEW | BY APPOINTMENT  premium.co.nz/80511      
EXPRESSIONS OF INTERESTS | 28 MAR 2024 AT 4 PM 
                        UNLESS SOLD PRIOR

ROBERT MILNE 022 011 2494  
RICHARD MILNE 021 770 611 OFFICE 916 6000

Discover urban sophistication in a 156sqm (approx) penthouse in Takapuna, 
perfect for professionals or retirees. Featuring 3 bedrooms, 2 ensuites, guest 
bath, luxury kitchen, open living with city views, and 30sqm (approx) entertaining 
decks. Skylights, heat pump, underfloor heating, and a study enhance comfort. 
Steps from shopping, cafes, and the beach. Includes two carparks, storage, 
secure access, and is pet-friendly. Experience exceptional living.

TAKAPUNA | 503/16 HURON STREET
Elevate Your Lifestyle | Luxury Penthouse Maison 

VIEW | SUN 3 - 3.40 PM  premium.co.nz/80522  
SET DATE OF SALE | 27 MAR 2024 AT 4 PM UNLESS SOLD PRIOR

 
ALISON PARKER 021 983 533 OFFICE 916 6000


